


these syntheses include using historical streamflow information 
to evaluate regional drought and climate variability, and develop-
ing a technique for estimating time of travel for rivers, which 
provides information for estimating the arrival time for acciden-
tal chemical spills.

More recently, data from Cooperative Water Program inter-
pretive projects continue to contribute significantly to emerging 
water-resources issues across the Nation.  Examples include an 
improved understanding of the links between land-use changes 
and the physical habitat of streams (USGS Circular 1175), the 
behavior of freshwater-saltwater interactions in ground-water 
environments along the Atlantic coast (USGS Circular 1262), 
and the role of science in managing ground-water resources 
(USGS Circular 1247).  Hydrologic data and results of interpre-
tive projects are published as USGS reports, which are publicly 
available.  In addition, more and more projects result in Inter-
net products ranging from descriptive home pages and online 
reports, to interactive interfaces that allow users to run predictive 
models and conduct 
sophisticated statisti-
cal analyses by using 
data available online.  
Results from many 
of these interpretive 
projects, which are 
local or regional in 
scope, have broad 
transferability to 
other parts of the 
Nation where similar 
water-resources 
issues exist.

Data collected by the Cooperative Water Program are
incorporated into the National Water Information System 
(NWIS). The NWIS contains hydrologic information collected 
by the USGS during the past 120 years.  It includes streamflow
data from 21,000 sites, water levels from over 1,000,000 wells, 
and chemical data from rivers, streams, lakes, springs, and 
ground water at 338,000 sites.  All of these data are publicly 
available, and can be readily accessed on the Internet at http:
//waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/. During 1999, the Cooperative Water 
Program underwent an extensive review by stakeholders external 
to the USGS—the first such review in the program’s history.  
The Review Committee provided many insightful observations 
and recommendations, found at http://water.usgs.gov/coop/
review.html, about the Cooperative Water Program that will 
help the USGS to maintain the Program’s core strengths while 
leading to significant improvements. More detailed information 
describing the mission, goals, activities, and accomplishments
of the Cooperative Water Program can be found at http://
water.usgs.gov/coop/.

the USGS distributes a list of activities that should be excluded 
from the Program, and works through the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act to obtain advice from both government and
non-government entities.

Data and Information for Many
The Cooperative Water Program supports the collection of 

basic hydrologic data, studies of specific water-resources prob-
lems, and hydrologic research.  In 2003, for example, Coopera-
tive Water Program funds supported about 4,200 stream-gaging 
stations.  The program also funds approximately 750 interpre-
tative projects annually targeted at specific issues, such as the 
effects of urbanization, dam removal, agricultural practices, and 
energy development on the quality and quantity of the Nation’s 
water resources. 

Because data collected in the Cooperative Water Program are 
directly comparable at the local, regional, and national levels, 
large-scale syntheses and application of these data to pressing 
societal and environmental issues are possible.  Examples of 

A hydrograph retrieved from the National Water Information System 
(NWIS), which includes online access to millions of water records. 
(http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis)

During 2003, the U.S. Geological Survey was actively engaged in over 
1,400 Cooperative Water Program funded water-resources monitoring 
efforts and investigative studies in every State, Puerto Rico, and several 
other U.S. Trust territories.
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“Here’s a Federal agency willing 
and enthusiastic to work with
the states and local partners 
to use science to solve real-life 
problems. The USGS gets it, and 
the State of Washington is better 
off for it.”

— Dr. Jeff Koenings, Director
Washington Department of Fish
and Wildlife

For more information contact:
Ward Staubitz

Cooperative Water Program Coordinator
U.S. Geological Survey

409 National Center, Reston, VA  20192
(703) 648-5061, email:  staubitz@usgs.gov


