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Landsat International Cooperators and
Global Archive Consolidation

Landsat missions have always been an
important component of U.S. foreign
policy, as well as science and technology
policy. The Landsat program’s longstand-
ing network of International Cooperators
(ICs), which operates numerous Interna-
tional Ground Stations (IGSs) around the
world, embodies the United States’ policy
of peaceful use of outer space and the

worldwide dissemination of civil space
technology for public benefit. Thus, the
ICs provide an essential dimension to the
Landsat mission.

Historically, IGS reception capabilities
have augmented data collection capacity
of the Landsat missions above and beyond

those provided by the satellite onboard
recorders. The historical data downlinked
to the IGSs are currently being added to
the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) Landsat
archive by way of the Landsat Global
Archive Consolidation (LGAC) initiative
(https://www.usgs.gov/landsat-missions/
landsat-global-archive-consolidation).

Landsat International Cooperator Network

The current Landsat 8 and Landsat 9

IGSs provide contingency data collection
capacity to the Landsat Ground Network
(LGN) in the event of a spacecraft anomaly
or malfunction, and ICs augment the global
data distribution and exploitation of Land-
sat data (fig. 1). Additionally, the expertise
of ICs in applying Landsat data to local and
regional user needs can facilitate further
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Figure 1.

USGS scientific and applications develop-
ment for Landsat data in the United States
and worldwide.

The USGS meets with the Landsat ICs
twice per year to discuss operational man-
agement and technical matters through
the Landsat Ground Station Operators
Working Group (LGSOWG) and Landsat

Technical Working Group (LTWG). The
LGSOWG and LTWG meetings are an
essential forum for global Landsat cooper-
ation and collaboration. More information
about the IC network is provided on the
Landsat Missions website (https://landsat.
usgs.gov/igs-network).

Landsat 8 and Landsat 9 International Ground Stations and Landsat Ground Network (current as of January 2023).
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Figure 2. The colors on this map
indicate the number of Landsat 4-7
scenes that have been added to the
Landsat archive by way of the Landsat
Global Archive Consolidation initiative.
More than 6.2 million scenes have been
added as of January 2023.
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Figure 3. The colors on this map
indicate the number of Landsat 1-3
scenes that have been added to the
Landsat archive by way of the Landsat
Global Archive Consolidation initiative.
More than 400,000 scenes have been
added as of January 2023.
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