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Geology Highlights
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Geology Highlights along Ride The Rockies 20004 Route

DAY 2 MONDAY, JUNE 21 -
Exres Park to Granly

Today's rde crosses the Contmestal Divide along
Trail Ridge Road, the highest, contmmeons paved highway
mn ihe counery. Glacters carved broad flal valleys, and
lefi behind cirgoes (semncincular-shaped boods soulpied
by gloceers ol the hesds of mountain valleys) amd
aines indges made up of mixires of rock maserial of
rarious smizes ond shapes) along the valley walls asd
downvalley where the glociers epded.  Above timberline
the wiew to ihe scuth is dominzied by the magor glacial
valley of Forest Canyon

DAY & wEDNESDAY, JUNE 23 -

Steamboat Sprivgs (optional loop ride)

Mo of dodday = nde = thioagh dulating kopogeapdn of |ppey
Urclsoeis sadenome, sbale, and coal of the Mesaverds Crreap (42 1
©F prodl liien
veus aldi
Ny Wi

Steamboat
Springs

depaiiad
per 1he: sluwe m which we was 100K
oo an aneenl e 1,50 feei chick ond

flowed enstward neore
chan 13 miles. Wesi of
the Diwvide, the rosd
drops imo: the yalley of
the Colorads River,
which beld the kangest
lee Age glocier {30
miles long) of the Park.

acaway, The Hia
Tiogpes, the agaly pemical
T ko e seulhees,
are capped by f T -
voleaiee lava _I;
Mizwes ol
miary age. §

Estes Park
DAY 1 sunpAY, JUNE 20 -
Ronlder fo Exfes Park

[he Flatirons are the naost prominent landfonmn on
the west edge of Boalder. The 338k bo 280-mrallion-
wear-old rocks of the Flajirons represem alluvial fam
deposis of sand and gravel that formed when the
Andestral Bockes wire iplifled
and erndeil. The rocks that fomm
ke Flavirems are diealy  on
Precapnbrian graniie dai s 145

and LTS5 billson veses ofd
dkther sediments were laid

BI}IJIdEI' ot o B o the s ansd
gravel during the Cretacecus

STAHT Periodd, the oml of which

. A e lesve Steamiboe Speings, we chimh out of ithe R e Ape of Dincsums {shout &5
Waipa Borver valksy up the steep e of the Park Bange mrillion yoas agoh  The Limnade oropeny (a
thiph Precambeiam g i aikd scliisl and then gt II.'l.'ﬁI.IIIIuI.I'l-h'I-IIl'\.'.-I:H_ sl T odo 45 mullion vemrs
ks b bl Bars Pass Nocth ol the puss, von'll see Idah agal sl Purther wphilt durmg the last 10 il
e “Talkd ey of Habbil bara Desk.  The " . 5 L ears lilled ibese rocks, and sibsequent ercsion of
ik = el up ol volcane focks el bprlngs sidier sumroanding rocks axpased the Flatimos,
erupiead hetwesm A3 amd X3 madllben yes
agn lram the Rabbal Bars Kage il FINISH
il |Laler aroslon soalpled the peak
i (e “rahiel cars” wie see Iday,
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DAY 5 7HURSDAY, JUNE 24 —

ieamboar Springs to Frisco

DAY 3 ruEsDAY, JUNE 22 -
Cerainehy fo Steamboar Springs

Lemwvang Ciranhy, we padal west doam the Colorada River
valley o a canyom cil fhaciigh & vaney of ok Dy slicsd
by Galis  The canyon evetmlly opens inle MMddle
ol sedilpeniory gocks that were
el hnsiln the Amcesnmal Haookies
lop ol (ke Pass.  Descending the wies)
sl of the pass aid aleng thee Feghwaey
necke, e hardeied reivming of  lodme
cofbduits of Terliany volcanms

Frisco
DA" E FRIDAY, JUNE 25 — Frisco to Idaho Springs

Leaving Frison, we sl the shones of Lake Dhlkom, e ket wabear-stongs facibiey G the
ever pretropodite area. & ine] e water drom Lake [ilbos waker e Continentsd Divake o Dawer. Pedalng op o the
Ik @ Losockand Pass, we'll see mon: evidanee of gloacemsn il ihe foim of e crgies abowe Sropahos Baean sk anea, e ridke cas passes
T b Cbonadks's v Tesboay, ol Han ST pThaers wosth ool Ak leadd, i, oid oo W paroalieccd Droais dhiis s i e T hall of the |“:.'|"-c-.1|I.H_I\.

Park, the paddle ol chiee  relaively
leatiireless surbaces i the igh

-
v lie the: Precamibman granile of the
Caowre Kb, 4 ride takes us thicugh |
noflh e Nlsambol Spiings, smecs of
Mg of pock con B s prolnshing

vt of Cidormbe, Bemnss
pastogwl apen valleys s owe b @ che
I ihe lamelscape.  These ane voloanie




