
W
es

te
rn

 e
xt

en
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56
–G

GEORGETOWN & 
GREEN LAKE TOLL ROAD CO.

EMPIRE & GRAND RIVER 
WAGON ROAD CO.

FALL RIVER & GEORGETOWN ROAD CO.
CENTRAL CITY & GEORGETOWN 

WAGON ROAD CO.
COLORADO STAGE CO.

GEORGETOWN, EMPIRE PASS &
MIDDLE PARK WAGON ROAD CO.

UTE CREEK 

WAGON ROAD CO.

FAIRMOUNT
WAGON ROAD CO.

SILVERDALE & 
DIBBINS MILL 

WAGON ROAD CO.

WAGON ROAD CO.

OVERLAND WAGON ROAD CO.
GEORGETOWN, EMPIRE & MIDDLE PARK 

WAGON ROAD CO.
GEORGETOWN & MIDDLE PARK WAGON ROAD CO.

GEORGETOWN & EMPIRE WAGON ROAD CO.
CENTRAL CITY & GEORGETOWN WAGON ROAD CO.

FALL RIVER & GEORGETOWN ROAD CO.
GEORGETOWN, EMPIRE & MIDDLE PARK 

WAGON ROAD CO.

SILVER CREEK WAGONROAD CO.

D. &
 S

.L
.R

.R
.

M
.P

.L
. C

O
. R

.R
.

19
06

-1
91

3

G
E

O
R

G
E

TO
W

N
 &

 M
ID

D
LE

 PA
R

K

W
A

G
O

N
 R

O
A

D
 C

O
.

G
E

O
R

G
E

TO
W

N
, E

M
P

IR
E

 &
 M

ID
D

LE
 PA

R
K

W
A

G
O

N
 R

O
A

D
 C

O
.

M
ID

D
LE

 PA
R

K
 &

 G
R

A
N

D
 R

IV
E

R

W
A

G
O

N
 R

O
A

D
 C

O
.

MIDLAND TRAIL
1913

(VICTORY HIGHWAY)

BOULDER PASS & RO
LLIN

S
VILLE

ROAD

(MIDDLE PARK W
AG

O
N

R
O

AD
)

CLEAR
CREEK

&
HO

T
SU

LP
H

U
R

S
P

R
IN

G
S

W
A

G
O

N
R

O
A

D
C

O
.

DENVER
&

PACIFIC
W

AG
O

N
R

O
A

D
C

O
.

OVERLAND WAGON ROAD CO. OF COLORADO

DENVER & PACIFIC WAGON ROAD CO.
CLEAR CREEK & HOT SULPHUR

SPRINGS ROAD CO.

GEORGETOWN & 
BRECKENRIDGE 

WAGON ROAD CO.

SILVER PLUME & 
DIAMOND TUNNEL 
WAGON ROAD CO.

LINCOLN MOUNTAIN
WAGON ROAD CO.

DEMOCRAT MOUNTAIN WAGON ROAD CO.
ASTOR WAGON ROAD CO.

GEORGETOWN & SILVER PLUME
WAGON ROAD CO.

C
O

L
O

RADO & CALIFORNIA WAGON ROAD CO.

EMPIRE & GRAND RIVER WAGON ROAD CO.
CLEAR CREEK & HOT SUPHUR SPRINGS WAGON ROAD CO.

DENVER & PACIFIC WAGON ROAD CO.
COLORADO PACIFIC WAGON, TELEGRAPH & RAILROAD CO.

U
TE

 IN
D

IA
N

 T
R

A
IL

?

STAGE
ROAD

EMPIRE & MIDDLE PARK WAGON ROAD CO.

PARK JUNCTION, GEORGIA & 
FRENCH GULCH ROAD CO.

CHIHUAHUA & MONTEZUMA
WAGON ROAD CO.

ATLANTIC & PACIFIC
W

AGON
RO

AD
CO

.

K
E

Y
S

TO
N

E
W

AG
O

N
RO

AD
CO.

GEORGETOWN & TENMILE ROAD CO.

GEORGETOWN & BRECKENRIDGE WAGON ROAD CO.

HIG
HLINE STAGE ROUTE

PROPOSED GEORGETOWN

WAGON ROAD CO.

GEORGETOWN & TEN MILE ROAD CO.

S
N

A
K

E
R

IVER
&

H
ALL

VA
LLEY

W
AG

O
N

R
O

A
D

C
O

.

GEORGETOW
N

&
SN

AK
E

R
IV

E
R

W
A

G
O

N
R

O
AD

CO.

HALLS
G

U
LC

H
R

O
A

D

W

EBSTER
PAR

K
TO

LL
R

O
A

D

& BRECKENRIDGE

DENVER & SOUTH PARK
WAGON ROAD

R
O

A
D

 C
O

. (LO
C

ATIO
N

?)

C
U

B
 C

R
E

E
K

 &
 

S
O

U
TH

 PA
R

K
 W

A
G

O
N

DENVER, AURARIA & COLORADO WAGON ROAD CO.
MT.VERNON WAGON ROAD CO.

IDAHO & EVERGREEN ROAD
BERGEN & BRADFORD JUNCTION ROAD 1871

             BERGEN RANCH & BEAVER
                  CREEK WAGON RD. CO.

IDAHO
SPRINGS

&
BEAR

C
R

EEK
W

AG
O

N
R

O
A

D
C

O
.

BRANCH OF BEAVER CREEK
WAGON ROAD CO.

ID
A

H
O

&
CH

IC
AG

O
C

R
E

E
K

W
A

G
O

N
R

O
A

D
C

O
.

ELK
CREEK

TOLL
RO

A
D

A
N

D
TR

AM

W
AY CO.

DENVER, A
URARIA

&
C

O
LO

R
AD

O
W

AG
O

N

ROAD CO.

SOUTH PLATTE & DEER CREEK 
TRAM & WAGON ROAD CO.

PRE-1861

GENESEE

LEADVILLE FREE ROAD

Surveyed May 1871

MT. VERNON TOLL ROAD

DENVER BRADFORD & BLUE

 RIVER W
AGON ROAD CO.

WAGON ROAD 1867
CASTO'S ROAD

IDAHO SPRINGS CUTOFF

DENVER, AURARIA
&

SO
UTH PARK WAGON ROAD CO.

PLEASANT PARK ROAD

MORRISON & BERGEN PARK WAGON ROAD CO.

BEAR
CREEK WAGON ROAD

DENVER AURARIA & SOUTH PARK WAGON ROAD CO.

WOOD ROAD

HAY RO
AD

TO
LL

 R
OAD 1

86
1

D.S.P. & P, D.L. & G. 1874

ROAD TO
MOUNT

VERNON
TERRITORIAL BRADFORD ROAD

(LATE R
OUTE)

B
R

A
N

C
H

 O
F 

T
R

A
P

P
E

R
S

 T
R

A
IL

 (
?)

UTE TRAIL

GRAVITY TRAM

P
IN

E
 C

R
E

E
K

W
A

G
O

N
 R

O
A

D
 C

O
. 

STAGELINE

RED ELEPHANT
MOUNTAIN WAGON

ROAD CO.

GRAVITY TRAM 1872

TOLL ROAD

GOLDEN GATE &
GREGORY

WAGON ROAD CO.

ROLLINS WAGON ROAD CO.
COLORADO STAGE CO.

GiILPIN COUNTY WAGON ROAD CO.
RALSTON WAGON ROAD CO.

HIGHLAND WAGON ROAD CO.

CENTRAL CITY & 

GEORGETOWN

WAGON ROAD CO.

(a
 c

ou
nt

y 
ro

ad
)

ENTERPRISE WAGON ROAD

IDAHO &
FALL RIVER

WAGON ROAD CO.

COAL CREEK & BLACK HAWK W
AGON

RO
AD

C
O

.

CENTRAL CITY, JAM
ES

PEAK & MIDDLE PARK WAGON ROAD CO.

E
N

TE
R

P
R

IS
E

W
AG

O
N

R
O

AD
C

O
.

S
M

IT
H

&
TY

LO
R

'S
R

O
AD

G
O

LDEN CITY & GILPIN COUNTY WAGON

&
R

.R
. C

O

G
IL

P
IN

C
O

U
N

TY
W

AG
O

N
R

O
AD

CO
.

GILPIN
COUNTY

W
AG

O
N

RO
AD

CO
.

SWANSEA & CENTRAL CITY

C
E

N
T

RAL CITY, JAMES PEAK &

M
ID

D
LE

PARK WAGON ROAD CO

M
IS

S
O

U
R

IG
U

LC
H

W
A

G
O

N
R

O
A

D
C

O

STAGELINE

JUNCTION & IDAHO WAGON ROAD CO

LEFT HAND & BLACKHAWK
WAGON ROAD, LATER

WARD & LEFT HAND WAGON ROAD

ROLLINS ROAD

ST. VRAIN, ALTONA, GOLD HILL & GREGORY ROAD CO.
NIWOT & BLACK HAWK WAGON ROAD CO.

NIWOT WAGON ROAD CO.

STAGELINE

BOULDER &
 C

ENTRAL C
ITY 

W
AGON R

OAD C
O.

GORDON &
 M

CHENRY R
OAD

H
O

C
K

A
D

AY

W
A

G
O

N
 R

O
A

D

G. & C. C. D. RY.
Proposed grade only

MIDDLE PARK & SOUTH BOULDER WAGON ROAD CO.

PINE CREEK WAGON ROAD CO.

R
O

LL
IN

S
WAGON RO

A
D

C
O

.

G
O

RD
ON & MCHENRY

R
O

A
D

BEAR CANYON & BLACK HAWK

ROLLINS
W

A
G

O
N

R
O

A
D

R
O

A
D

C
O

.
M

IDDLE
BO

U
LD

E
R

&
B

E
A

V
E

R

CREEK
W

A
G

O
N

R
D

.C
O

.

BOULDER VALLEY & CENTRAL CITY

W
AG

O
N

ROAD

R
OLL

INS WAGON ROAD CO.

RAMBOZ WAGON ROAD CO.

WAGON ROAD CO.

MIDDLE PARK & SOUTH BOULDER WAGON ROAD CO.

NIW

OT
&

B
LA

C
K

H
A

W
K

W
A

G
O

N

D.B. & W. RY.

OVERLAND
WAGON ROAD CO.

B
U

R
LI

N
G

TO
N

 &
 Q

U
IN

C
Y

BEAR CANYON ROAD CO.

D. &
 I.AND FLUME C

O.

D
EN

VE
R

 &

M
ID

D
LE

 P
AR

K

TERRITORIAL ROAD (FREE) 1882

UNION PACIFIC DENVER

     
     

    &
 GULF

(C. & S.)

G
.B

. &
 C

.
18

78

SOUTH BOULDER C
REEK W

AGON   R
OAD

DENVER NORTHWESTERN & PACIFICDENVER & SALT LAKE

DENVER & NORTHWESTERN
(DENVER TRAMWAY)

BEAR CANON & BLACK HAWK WAGON ROAD CO.

R
AM

BO
Z

W
AGON ROAD

CO
.

O
V

E
R

LA
N

D
W

A
G

O
N

R
O

AD
CO.

18
60

(LARAMIE
ROAD)

RED HILL & BOYD CROSSIN
G

R
O

A
D

& FREIGHTERS WAGON ROAD
CO

RALSTON WAGON ROAD CO.

W
AGON

ROAD
CO.

C
H

IC
A

G
O

BO
U

LD
ER

 C
IT

Y 
R

O
AD

WIGGINTON NORTH GOLDEN ROAD

COLORADO 
STAGE CO.

COLORADO CENTRAL

JA
CKSON T

RAIL

G
R

A
P

E
V

IN
E

 R
O

A
D

U.P.D. & G. R.R., C. & S. Ry. 1870

VASQUEZ FORK
WAGON ROAD & BRIDGE

CLEAR CREEK ROAD
BEFORE RAILROAD

CASTLE ROCK
SCENIC RAILWAY

1913-15

NORTH CLEAR CREEK
WAGON ROAD CO.

ST. VRAIN, GOLDEN CITY

& COLORADO

WAGON ROAD CO.

U.S. HWY 6
JUNE 1952

BEAVER CREEK

COLORADO & PACIFIC WAGON,

TELEGRAPH & R.R. CO.

COLD SPRING RANCH ROAD

 TO DENVER & GOLDEN

COLORADO CENTRAL

C
LE

A
R

C
R

EEK
&

G
U

Y
G

U
LC

H
W

AG
O

N
R

O
AD

C
O

.

S
T.

V
R

A
IN

, G
O

LD
E

N
C

IT
Y

&
C

O
LO

R
A

D
O

GILPIN COUNTY
C

O
LO

RADO STAGE CO.

WAGON ROAD CO.

GOLDEN CITY &

WAGON & R.R. CO.

D. & NW 1923

S
TA

G
E

LIN
E

OLD PROSPECTTRAIL

LYO
NS

BR
A

N
C

H
B

U
R

LIN
G

TO
N

&

MISSOURI RIVER

ROAD  T
O FORT S

T. 
VRAIN

 1860

D
E

N
V

E
R

W
E

S
TE

R
N

&
PA

C
IFIC

B
U

R
LI

N
G

TO
N

&
M

IS
S

O
U

R
I R

IV
E

R

1870

EAGLE WAGON ROAD CO.

AR
G

EN
TI

N
E 

C
EN

TR
AL

 R
AI

LW
AY

 1
90

5-
19

18

AR
G

EN
TI

N
E 

& 
G

R
AY

S 
PE

AK
 R

AI
LW

AY
 1

91
3-

19
18

G
EO

R
G

ET
O

W
N

 &
 A

R
G

EN
TI

N
E 

W
AG

O
N

 R
O

AD
 C

O
.

GEORGETOWN & TEN MILE ROAD CO.
ARGENTINE WAGON ROAD CO.
GEORGETOWN & SNAKE RIVER 

WAGON ROAD CO.
ELIZABETHTOWN, ARGENTINE &

SILVEROPOLIS WAGON ROAD CO.
ELIZABETHTOWN WAGON ROAD CO.

BAKERVILLE & 
GREYS PEAK

WAGON ROAD CO.

BAKERVILLE & LEADVILLE TOLL ROAD CO.
EMPIRE CITY, NEW PASS, BRECKENRIDGE & 

MONTGOMERY CITY ROAD CO. 1862
TEN MILE WAGON ROAD CO.

TEN MILE 
WAGON ROAD CO.OLD ROAD

(LOCATION?)

D.S.P. & P. 1880'S

BAKERVILLE ROAD, 
LATER TENMILE TOLL ROAD

C.C.R.R. (G.B. & L.R.R.) 1884-1898

S
IL

V
E

R
LA

K
E

&
P

LA
T

T
E

R
IV

E
R

W
A

G
O

N
R

O
A

D
C

O
.

SWAN CITY, PRESTON &
BRADDOCK POST ROAD

GENEVA WAGON
ROAD

CO.

HANDCART GULCH & MONTEZUMA
WAGON ROAD CO.

MONTEZUMA & HALL VALLEY
WAGON ROAD CO.

SUMMIT & PARK COUNTIES
TOLL ROAD CO.

GENEVA WAGON ROAD CO.
HALL VALLEY TOLL WAGON ROAD CO.

HALL VALLEY WAGON ROAD CO.

GEORGETOWN & PLATTE RIVER
WAGON ROAD CO.

GEORGETOWN, CLEAR LAKE &
PLATTE RIVER WAGON ROAD CO.

SPRING GULCH & 
CHICAGO CREEK

WAGON ROAD CO.

IDAHO & CHICAGO CREEK WAGON ROAD CO

IDAHO & MISSOURI CITY
WAGON ROAD CO.

CENTRAL CITY & IDAHO
WAGON ROAD

COLORADO STAGE CO.
VIRGINIA CANYON 

TOLL ROAD CO.

SWANSEA &
CENTRAL CITY

ROAD CO.

APEX
&

G
REGORY

W
AGON

ROAD
CO.

NORTH CLEAR CREEK WAGON ROAD CO.
IDAHO & BEAVER CREEK WAGON ROAD CO.

BIG HILL ROAD CO.

CLEAR CREEK
WAGON ROAD CO.

CLEAR CREEK
WAGON ROAD CO.

GILPIN COUNTY WAGON ROAD CO.

RALSTON WAGON ROAD CO.

COLORADO STAGE CO.

B
O

U
LD

E
R

 C
IT

Y,
 G

O
LD

 H
IL

L 
&

LE
F

T
 H

A
N

D
 C

R
E

E
K

 
W

A
G

O
N

 R
O

A
D

 C
O

.

G
IL

P
IN

 C
O

U
N

T
Y

 W
A

G
O

N
 R

O
A

D
 C

O
.

R
A

LS
TO

N
 W

A
G

O
N

 R
O

A
D

 C
O

.

M
ID

DLE
 B

O
ULD

ER &
 B

EAV
ER C

REEK

W
AG

O
N R

O
AD C

O
.

ENTE
RPRIS

E R
O

AD

BO
ULD

ER &
 C

ENTR
AL 

RO
AD

End of C.C. R.R.

C
LEAR

 C
R

EEK

W
AG

O
N

 R
O

AD
 C

O
.

FALL RIVER & 
GEORGETOWN

ROAD CO.

MIDLAND
TRAIL

EMPIRE & WHITE RIVER WAGON ROAD CO.
EMPIRE & MIDDLE PARK WAGON ROAD CO.

COLORADO & PACIFIC WAGON, TELEGRAPH & RAILROAD CO.
GEORGETOWN & MIDDLE PARK WAGON ROAD CO.

OVERLAND WAGON ROAD CO.
MIDDLE PARK & SOUTH BOULDER WAGON ROAD CO.

S
TA

G
E

LI
N

E

MIDDLE & NORTH PARK WAGON ROAD CO.
MIDDLE PARK, GRAND LAKE & 

NORTH PARK WAGON ROAD CO.

MIDDLE PARK & 
SOUTH BOULDER
WAGON ROAD CO.

D.N.W. & P. R.R.

D
. &

 S
.L.

M
ID

DLE
&

NORTH
PARK

WAGON ROAD CO.

GORDON & MCHENRY
ROAD

BOULDER & MIDDLE PARK WAGON ROAD CO.
GRAND ISLAND WAGON ROAD CO.

BOULDER, NEDERLAND & CARDINAL TO
CARIBOU, POST ROAD NO. 10

BOULDER CANYON WAGON ROAD
BOULDER CANYON & MIDDLE PARK

WAGON ROAD CO.
BOULDER & CARIBOU 

WAGON ROAD CO.

GREELEY, GRAND ISLAND & CENTRAL CIT
Y

RO
AD

CO.

BOULDER VALLEY &
CITY LIMITS OF BLACKHAWK

WAGON ROAD CO.

D. & I.

FARMERS

SMITH HILL ROAD

DRY CREEK WAGON ROAD CO.
CUT-OFF WAGON ROAD CO.

(location?)

GOLDEN GATE & GREGORY
ROAD CO.

ROLLINS WAGON ROAD CO.
THOMPSON & MARTIN

WAGON ROAD CO.
EIGHTMILE GULCH ROAD

(ROLLINS ROAD)

COLORADO & PACIFIC
WAGON AND RAILROAD CO.

C
H

IM
N

E
Y

G
U

LC
H

TO

LL
ROAD 1872

LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN
INCLINE RAILWAY

1912-16

ROAD TO IDAHO
APEX WAGON ROAD CO.

APEX & GREGORY 
WAGON ROAD CO.
(JACKSON TRAIL)

MIDDLE GOLDEN ROAD

DENVER & INTERMOUNTAIN

DENVER, LAKEWOOD & GOLDEN

QUEEN CITY
SPUR

MT. MORRISON 
INCLINE 
RAILWAY 

1909-1929(?)

APEX & GREGORY 
WAGON ROAD CO.

MT. VERNON WAGON ROAD CO.
DENVER, AURARIA & 

COLORADO
WAGON ROAD CO.

COLORADO
WAGON ROAD CO.

1886

M
O

R
R

IS
O

N
 &

E
V

E
R

G
R

E
E

N
 

TO
LL

 R
O

A
D

G
R

E
G

O
R

Y
&

B
LU

E
R

IV
E

R
R

O
A

D

PARMALEE
TOLL ROAD

DENVER & TURKEY CREEK
WAGON ROAD CO.

MORRISON & TURKEY CREEK
WAGON ROAD CO.

U
T

E
 T

R
A

IL

M
O

U
N

T
V

E
R

N
O

N
R

O
A

D

BRADFORD, TARRYALL &
BLUE RIVER WAGON ROAD CO.

KENNEDY GULCH
TOLL ROAD

DENVER & TURKEY CREEK WAGON ROAD CO

D
EN

VER
BRADFORD & BLUE RIVER WAGON RO AD

C
O

SOUTH PLATTE & DEER CREEK 
TRAM AND WAGON ROAD CO.
DEER CREEK WAGON ROAD

 AND LUMBERING CO.

18
76

-1
95

0

GOLDEN CITY &
SOUTH PLATTE

RAILWAY (GRADE
ONLY) 1873

DENVER
& SOUTH PARK

WAGON ROAD

(E
ARLY

ROUTE)

D. & R.G. 
Built as 

D.C.C. & W.

STAGELINE

COLORADO & SOUTHERN—MORRISON BRANCH

DENVER & CENTRAL CITY ROAD

D.S.P. & P.

C
H

E
R

O
K

E
E

TR
AIL

DENVER UTAH & PACIFIC

D
E

N
V

E
R

U
TA

H
&

PA
C

IF
IC

COLO
R

AD
O

C
E

N
T

R
A

L, D
E

N
V

E
R

&
IN

TE
R

U
R

B
A

N
, C

. &
S

.

Chintown

PROPOSED
PEOPLES R.R.,
TOLL ROAD &

COAL CO.

COLORADO
STAGE CO.

CLEAR CREEK
WAGON ROAD CO.

?

1890

(Happy Placer,
Eldorado Camp,

Eldorado)

1890

JONES

? 1870

1870

(See above)
C. & N.W.
1904

1876

1898

1864

?

Bak
er

 C
re

ek

Grizzly Pass
(Irwin Pass or
Quail Pass)

road not built

East Argentine

1864

1921

1923

Turkey
Creek?

1876

1920

1923
1876

1888

1878

1904
1906

1859

1891

Ralston

1940

1870

(Cannonball or

Vasquez Creek)

1850

1892

1890

1862

U
.P

.D
 &

 G
.C

.C
.

1922

Cottonwood

Grass Valley

1930

1896

1887

1958

1915

Bear Creek Junction
Sheridan Junction 1882 
Military Junction

Jefferson 1872,
Mt. Morrison,
Morrison Springs
Stage Station 

?

Zeolite minerals
in quarry

Yuri
Pass

(Gorham 1901, Langford,
Belle Monte 1866)

Downer
1904

Mitchell
location?

Crags
1910

Churches Stage Station 
or Twelve Mile House

1865-85

Antees 1924
location?

Brightside
1900

Rands
Sawmill

Coal Creek
(Copperdale 1880)

Plainview
1914 Grade

only

? ?
Coal Creek

1909
Rand's
Sawmill

Drew
Ranch

Deadwood
Diggings

Gulch
(Albion 1892)

Gresham
1895

Semper
1882-86

Leyden
Junction

Davis
Ferry

Perrins
Crossing

Boyds
Crossing

Corts
Crossing

Mount
Olivet

(Ralston
Station)

CO.

Rocky Mountain
Park

1908
(Harris Park 1890)

Bakers Crossing 1859
(Clear Creek Station?)

Glencoe
1886

(Under water)
Jefferson
near here

1871-78
Butchers
Lime Kiln

Tony Bootner's Stone House
and Stage Station 

(Blood Ranch)

Golden Gate
1859

Colorado Capitol
1862-67

GraveYard
Hill

Wannamaker
Junction,

Golden
Junction

Junction Ranch, Junction House
Fourmile House, Stage Stop

Cold Spring
Valley
(Ranch)

Centennial house,
Eightmile house,

stage stop
Guy House
(Tucker)

Guy Hill Pass,
Golden Gate Pass

Guy Hill
School 1876

Chimney
Gulch
Station
1885

Paradise
Hills

New York
Ranch

Patrick House
Genesee Toll

Station,

Windy
Saddle

Clear
Creek

Caverns

Guy Gulch
Station 1885

(Plumb Creek
Settlement)

QUARRY
SPUR

Binder
Ranch,
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T
RAILROADS

    he first railroad to enter Colorado (except for a short line at 
Julesburg) was the standard gauge Denver Pacific Railway that came 
south from the Union Pacific line at Cheyenne. The Denver Pacific 
train crossed the Wyoming line about October 4, 1869, and reached 
Denver on June 17, 1870, pulled by the locomotive David H. Moffat. 
The last segment of a continuous chain of railroads across the United 
States was completed by the Kansas Pacific Railway crews on 
August 15, 1870, not at Promontory Point, Utah, as stated by many 
authors, but at Comanche Crossing just east of present-day Strasburg, 
Colorado. A Kansas Pacific train then reached Denver from Kansas City on 
August 15, 1870, providing service to the east and to the north. On September 
22, 1870, the Colorado Central Railway finished a standard gauge line from 
Denver to Golden, Colorado.

During the twenty years after 1870, railroad lines were proposed all 
across Colorado; many more were proposed than were completed. One of 
these that not only was successful but also became famous was the 
Denver and Rio Grande Railway, which was called the 
“Baby Railroad” because nearly all of its early trackage 
was narrow gauge. This railroad ran rails to most of the 
metal mining camps in Colorado. Several of these 
narrow gauge lines are still running in Colorado. For 
example, the Durango and Silverton Railroad, the 
Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Railroad, the Georgetown 
Loop Railroad, and the 2-foot-gauge Cripple Creek and 
Victor Railroad (Colorado Railroad Museum, 1961).

       riginally, access to the Colorado mountains was made possible by private parties who built 
toll wagon roads through the rugged valleys and over the mountain passes. Walkers, horseback 
riders, wagons, and stages used these roads and they were satisfactory for passengers and for 
light freight. However, when mining increased in the mountains and the tonnage of ore grew, the 
need for larger and faster ways of shipping called for railroads. Because of the steep grades and 
sharp curves in the mountains near the mining camps, narrow gauge lines were mostly used. 
Narrow gauge tracks are 3 feet wide, whereas standard gauge tracks are usually 4-feet 8.5-
inches wide.

Snow created serious problems for the mountain railroads. Generally, the higher the 
mountains the deeper the snow. At first it was claimed that trains would seldom be delayed by 
snow. However, after a few long delays as long as 3 months or more, a solution to the problem 
had to be found. Snow fences were tried but they were found to be useless in keeping the tracks 
clear. Snowsheds were built at avalanche chutes and where blowing snow accumulated, and they 
immediately proved their worth. Snowsheds were wooden structures, sometimes quite long, that 
enclosed problem stretches of track. The snowsheds could be buried by avalanches or blowing 
snow, while trains safely chugged through the wooden structures (Colorado Railroad Museum, 
1961; Thayer, 1892). In addition, special train engines were equipped with front-mounted rotary 
snowplows that could remove snow 10–12 feet deep, and hydraulic “ice picks” attached to the 
front of some engines cleared tracks covered by solid sheets of ice that could easily derail trains 
(Bollinger, 1950).

O

The Georgetown Loop, the famous narrow-gauge tracks of the 
Colorado & Southern Railroad. View looking upvalley toward the 
town of Silver Plume in the upper right. Because the maximum 
grade up Clear Creek in a direct line from Georgetown to Silver 
Plume was too steep (9.75 percent grade) for trains to climb, 
tracks had to be laid so the grade did not exceed 3 percent. This 
required 4.5 miles of railroad track that gently climbed Clear 
Creek valley, whereas, by direct line the distance is a little over a 
mile. From an 1898 painting by W.H. Jackson. (Temp 16)

Locomotive of the Colorado Central Railroad and part of the mining town of 
Central City, between 1875 and 1881. Central City High School is the prominent 
two-story building in the upper part of the photograph. The steeple of St. Pauls 
Episcopal Church can be seen to the left of the school. The mountain slopes in view 
are underlain by resistant metamorphic rocks that in places contain mineralized 
veins that contain gold. (Joseph Collier, C-320)

Denver & Rio Grande narrow gauge locomotive 
number 99, “Kokomo,” built by Baldwin in 1880. Such 
trains were in use throughout the mountains of 
Colorado. Original photograph by W.H. Jackson 
between 1890 and 1910, reproduced by L.C. McClure. 
(L.C. McClure, MCC-3194)

Denver & Rio Grande Railroad engine number 1006 and passenger train heading south from station at the town of 
Castle Rock. The prominent flat-topped butte in the background is also called Castle Rock, which was named by the 
Long Expedition in 1820. The town was named after the butte in 1871. About 1902-1908. (L.C. McClure, MCC-1709)

THE GOLD RUSH

   n the 1850’s, gold was found at several places near present-day Denver. In 1858, news of the strikes brought scores 
of people to the area seeking fame and fortune. The gold they found on the plains near future Denver was in small 
patches along the streams and was very fine, and each deposit was soon exhausted. The prospectors looked for placer 
gold in streams from the Pikes Peak area northward to the Wyoming border, but they failed to find any really 
profitable deposits east of the mountains. Nevertheless, when fall came and winter was approaching, several parties 
stubbornly refused to leave and stayed the winter of 1858–1859 near the confluence of present-day Cherry Creek and 
South Platte River and named their rapidly growing small communities Auraria, St. Charles City, and Montana City. 
Most newcomers brought few provisions with them, so within a short time even the staple foods were in short supply. 
A hundred pound sack of flour cost $20 if it could be found. Bacon, coffee, and sugar sold for 50 cents a pound. About 
the only source of food was wild game, such as bison, antelope, and mule deer. As time elapsed, hunters had to go 
farther from camp to find game. Also, after the ground froze, placer mining became almost impossible.

In 1858, there were almost 300 people in the three new towns and too 
few cabins to house them all, and only a few cabins had fireplaces. Some 
people either took turns in the warm cabins or slept around campfires 
outdoors. They also cooked all food outdoors. The discomfort and the 
difficulty of getting food began to decrease their interest in gold. 
Fortunately, on Christmas Eve 1858, Richens Lacy Wootton, a friend of 
William Bent and Kit Carson, showed up with a wagon he had driven from 
Taos, New Mexico, loaded with flour, sugar, bacon, dried apples, and bags 
of coffee. Soon the goods were unloaded into one of the cabins, and a store 
was started. Trades for such goods were made throughout the community. 
The item of greatest interest was three barrels of “Taos Lightning.” FREE 
DRINKS FOR ALL!

The next spring, because of the lack of new gold finds, many 
discouraged gold seekers gave up and started their long journey back east 
to civilization. However, larger and more profitable gold deposits were 
found by George A. Jackson at present-day Idaho Springs on Jan. 7, 1859 
(kept secret until spring), and by John H. Gregory at present-day 
Blackhawk on May 6, 1859. News of these new and more profitable strikes 
spread like wildfire. Soon thousands of fortune seekers started to Colorado 
from all over the country and from overseas. Thus, the gold rush of 1859 
began, and an estimated 50,000–100,000 gold seekers flooded the area in 
1859–1860. The search for gold then spread across most of Colorado. In 
the following decades, many deposits of gold, silver, and other valuable 
minerals were found in a mineral belt that extends from the San Juan 
Mountains northeast to Boulder (Dorset, 1970).
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Miner panning for gold west of Denver. He swirls sediment and water in his gold pan. Between 1890 and 
1910. (L.C. McClure, MCC-1918) Tom May and his burro “January” in a 

mining tunnel in the Mendota Mine, Silver 
Plume, Colorado. The burro carries two 
lanterns on its back. Between 1875 and 
1890. (X-17659)

Mineshaft building in the mountains of Colorado, exact 
location unknown. Ore bucket is suspended over the 
mineshaft from wood headframe and pulley wheel. Between 
1895 and 1900. (H.S. Poley, P-945)

Newspaper masthead of “Weekly Colorado Miner,” Georgetown, Colorado. Between 1874 and 1880. (X-
11440)

Miner panning for gold in Clear Creek near 
where George A. Jackson first discovered 
gold at Idaho Springs on January 7, 1859. 
His shovel and miner’s pick are nearby, and 
his sluice box is in front of his canvas tent. 
Between 1890 and 1910. (L.C. McClure, 
MCC-367)

Blackhawk, Colorado, between 1862 and 1869, possibly 1864. The Commission House (lower right), a wholesale and retail grocery store, stands 
next to a meat market, and farther up the street is a covered wagon and its team of horses in front of a grocery and liquor store. The Blackhawk 
Presbyterian Church, built in 1863, is at middle right. On the mountain slope in the left background are mineshaft buildings, some of which 
contain steam engines that provided power for hoisting ore and waste rock and for running heavy stamp mills that pulverized ore. The mineshaft 
buildings follow the “Gregory vein,” which varied from a few inches to several feet thick and contained gold ore. The Gregory vein was 
discovered by John H. Gregory on May 6, 1859. Photograph of an original photograph by unknown photographer. (H. H. Lake, L-557)

         iners in the early years recovered mostly placer gold using equipment such 
as gold pans, sluice boxes, and rockers. Placer gold was found as flakes, grains, 
and nuggets mostly in gravel and sand deposits in the beds of creeks and rivers. 
Because of the scarcity of coins and currency in the gold camps, miners bought 
trade goods using the gold they found. However, the fineness (purity) of the gold 
varied depending upon where it was found and how it was purified. In 1861, in an 
attempt to fix a value on the miner’s gold, the merchants of Central City set the 
value of placer gold from Clear Creek at $17 an ounce, that from Russell Gulch at 
$16 an ounce, and poorly processed gold at $12 an ounce (Ubbelohde, 1988). 

M

As early as 1859 and continuing into the early 1860’s, “hard-rock” lode deposits of gold were discovered in the Gregory (Central City and 
Blackhawk area), Georgetown, and Idaho Springs districts. Vertical and inclined shafts and horizontal tunnels were driven hundreds of feet into the 
solid rock of these deposits using only hand tools and blasting powder. In many mines, steam engines provided power for hoisting ore rock and 
waste rock out of the mines and for running heavy stamp mills that pulverized the ore to release the gold.

False-front buildings with covered boardwalks along Washington Avenue in 
Golden, Colorado, in 1872. Castle Rock and South Table Mountain in 
background. (X-10008)
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EXPLANATION

TRAIL OR ROAD—Dashed where approximately located; queried where inferred. 
Dates of use shown for some roads. Routes plotted from General Land Office (GLO) 
land plats, early maps, or aerial photographs. Most trail or road names are from 
original sources such as land plats. Some shorter trails and trail segments on the 
GLO land plats were omitted here to avoid cluttering the map excessively. Some 
trails are terminated or their continuation is queried where their destination was not 
shown on original source. Locally, parts of the early trails are adjusted to better fit 
modern courses of streams. Trails date from 1850’s to 1880’s. Abbreviation used: 
CO. = Company

TOWN OR OTHER CULTURAL FEATURE—Approximately located; showing 
approximate date of founding of a town or establishment of a post office, not 
generally the date of the first person to arrive; alternate town names and dates are in 
parentheses. Most newer town names are in brown. Locations of towns shown on 
previously published maps vary widely, and some locations shown here may be 
inaccurate. Abbreviation used: P.O. = Post Office

TOPOGRAPHIC FEATURE OR HISTORIC SITE

RAILROAD—Date shows beginning or duration of operation. Currently operating 
railroads are shown in brown. Abbreviations of railroads are explained in the 
pamphlet text. For more details about railroads, see books about railroads listed in 
the “Sources of Information”
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