e USGS

science for a changing world

U.S. Department of the Interior Geologic Investigations Series 1-2812
U.S. Geological Survey Version 1.0
Numerous earthquakes have caused damage in the map area. All earthquakes of magnitude (M) 5.0

6UéEb or larger are identified on the large map by their dates, as are two smaller earthquakes that occurred near |, -
_M St. Louis in 1795 and in southwestern Indiana in 2002. The five largest of these earthquakes, as well as the ¥t
e geoene three most recent, are summarized below. Times shown are Central Standard Times. L4
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! Arkansas, and adjacent parts of Tennessee and Kentucky.
Effects: These three earthquakes were among the largest to strike North America since

European settlement. They spanned 2 months and were followed by many hundreds of aftershocks

that lasted for decades. Many of the aftershocks were major earthquakes themselves. The area that

was strongly shaken by the three main shocks was 2-3 times as large as the strongly shaken area of the
1964 M9.2 Alaska earthquake, and 10 times as large as that of the 1906 M7.8 San Francisco earthquake.
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By Russell L. Wheeler, Eleanor M. Omdahl, Richard L. Dart,

Gerald D. Wilkerson, and Rick H. Bradford
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few of them were large enough to cause damage. Earthquakes too )
small to be felt are far more numerous, occur nearly everywhere, but i

cause an individual earthquake because many faults are not exposed at
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reeled and rocked under a most terrific excitement. *** the

are not shown on the map. the Earth's surface. Maps like this one show the locations of :
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