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Initiator Reaction:

Propagation Cycle:
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Buffers against rapid pH change

Hardness is the concentration of
divalent cations (e.g., Ca%*, Mg?*)

Water-quality criteria for some
metals are hardness-dependent

In mining impacted systems, Ca?*,
Mg?*, etc. can originate from the
weathering of a variety of minerals
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Precipitation reactions

Sorption reactions

Biological uptake and transformation
Dilution

Some exceptions include Mn and Zn
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