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Part 2 of this book follows the January 1700 tsunami southwestward along 
Japan's Pacific coast from Kuwagasaki to Tanabe.

THE TOKUGAWA SHOGUNATE, which ruled Japan from 1603 to 1867, ordered the entire country 
mapped five times.  The fourth such mapping, in 1697-1702, produced a sheet for each of Japan’s 83 
ancient provinces at 1:21,600 scale (slightly larger than the standard scale of today’s 7.5-minute 
topographic maps in the United States).  From these detailed maps the shogunate compiled “Genroku 
Nihon sözu,” above, a map of all Japan in the Genroku era (Unno, 1994, p. 397, 472).    

THE MAP DEPICTS the provinces in various earth tones.  Bookworms (p. 87) made the burrows that 
unfold in symmetrical pairs.  

FROM THE COLLECTION of Ashida Koreto (1877-1960); “Genroku Nihon sözu” is map 09-110 of 
Ashida Bunko Hensan I’inkai (2004, p. 154).  The entire map, now in two pieces, spans 3.1 by 4.4 
meters.  Courtesy of the library of Meiji University, Tokyo.  
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Wetted places  
The orphan tsunami flooded sites along nearly 1000 kilometers of Japan’s Pacific coast.
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port
village
castle town

OTHER SITES where 
account was written or 
where tsunami entered

LOSSES
buildings
fields or crops
salt kilns

WRITERS
  samurai
  peasant
  merchant 

士
農
商

Kuwagasaki  p. 36-49
Adjoined Miyako, 
where Morioka-han 
had a district office.  
Nearly 300 houses

Ötsuchi  p. 58-65
Like Miyako, 
headquarters of an 
administrative district 
of Morioka-han

Nakaminato  p. 66-75 
Transferred cargo 
between seagoing 
ships and river boats 
that plied inland 
waterways to Edo

Miho  p. 76-83
Picturesque place 
near the Tökaidö.  
Population 300

Tanabe  p. 84-92
Capitol of a sector of 
Wakayama-han.   
Population no less 
than 2600  

-han, daimyo domain

Tsugaruishi  p. 50-57
Along a farmed plain 
and a river known for 
crook-nose salmon.  
Nearly 200 houses

The tsunami account 
originated in Miyako.  It was 
delivered inland to Morioka, 
where it entered administra-
tive records of Morioka-han.

13 houses 
destroyed by 
flooding, 20 more 
by a concurrent 
fire 

Magistrates in 
Miyako and 
scribes in 
Morioka castle  

The tsunami account 
originated in Ötsuchi.  A 
summary survived there, as 
do details in administrative  
records in Morioka.  Losses 
were said to have been 
reported to Edo.

The account focuses on a 
shipwreck in rocks offshore 
of Isohama village, nearby.  
The cargo originated in 
Nakamura-han.  Officials of 
Mito-han investigated.

The account remained in 
Miho, where it was later 
included in an anthology of 
headmen’s writings. 

Farming or fishing 
settlements near Tanabe:  
Atonoura, Mera, 
Mikonohama, and Shinjö 

The writer describes losses 
along the nearby bayshore 
and mentions, as hearsay, 
the flooding and fire in 
Kuwagasaki. 

Damaged:
2
2
paddies and 
fields

Two sailors killed 
and nearly 30 
tons of rice sunk 
in an accident 
caused mainly by 
a storm

No damage 
reported

Rice paddies and 
wheat crops lost 
in Atonoura, 
Mera, 
Mikonohama, and 
Shinjö.  
Government 
storehouse 
flooded in Shinjö

Magistrates in 
Ötsuchi and 
scribes in 
Morioka castle  

The boat’s crew 
and officials of 
Isohama village
Officials of 
Mito-han 

Village 
headman

Mayor of 
Tanabe, also 
serving as 
district mayor 
of surrounding 
villages

Houses 
destroyed by 
flooding along 
bayshore near 
Tsugaruishi 

Family that 
later 
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samurai 
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PLACES FLOODED by the 1700 tsunami in Japan include 
Kuwagasaki, Tsugaruishi, Ötsuchi, Miho, and Tanabe.  Some 
of the accounts mention damage in additional villages.  In one 
account, the tsunami takes the form of rough seas that initiate 
a nautical accident near Nakaminato.  The writers represent 

three of their society’s four main classes:  the bushi, or samu-
rai; farmers and other peasants; and merchants (p. 53).  

The main accounts grace the next two pages.  We parse 
them, from north to south, in the six chapters that follow.
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