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EXPLANATION OF PRECIPITATION RECORDS

Data Collection and Computation

Rainfall data generally are collected using electronic data loggers that measure the rainfall in 0.01-
inch increments every 15 minutes using either a tipping-bucket rain gage or a collection well gage. Twenty-
four hour rainfall totals are tabulated and presented. A 24-hour period extends from just past midnight of
the previous day to midnight of the current day. Snowfall-affected data can result during cold weather when
snow fills the rain-gage funnel and then melts as temperatures rise. Snowfall-affected data are subject to
errors. Missing values are indicated by this symbol “--- in the table.

Data Presentation

Precipitation records collected at surface-water gaging stations are identified with the same station
number and name as the stream-gaging station. Where a surface-water daily-record station is not available,
the precipitation record is published with its own name and latitude-longitude identification number.

Information pertinent to the history of a precipitation station is provided in descriptive headings
preceding the tabular data. These descriptive headings give details regarding location, period of record, and
general remarks.

The following information is provided with each precipitation station. Comments that follow clarify
information presented under the various headings of the station description.

LOCATION.—See Data Presentation in the EXPLANATION OF STAGE- AND WATER-DISCHARGE
RECORDS section of this report (same comments apply).

PERIOD OF RECORD.—See Data Presentation in the EXPLANATION OF STAGE- AND WATER-
DISCHARGE RECORDS section of this report (same comments apply).

INSTRUMENTATION.—Information on the type of rainfall collection system is given.

REMARKS.—Remarks provide added information pertinent to the collection, analysis, or computation of
records.
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