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Principal divisions

of geologic time o

Era

Period

Epoch

Characteristic life

Dura-
tion,b
millions
of years

Cenozoic (recent
life).

Quaternary.

Recent.
Pleistocene (great
ice age).

‘“Age of man.”

Animals and plants of
modern types.

Tertiary.

Pliocene.
Miocens.
Oligocene.
Eocene.

‘‘Age of mammals,”” Possible first ap-
pearance of man. Rise and develop-
ment of highest orders of plants.

60

Mesozoic (inter-
mediate life).

Cretaceous.

(©)

Jurassic.

(%)

Triassic.

O]

‘“Ageofreptiles.” Riseand culmination
of huge land reptiles Sdinosaurs), of
shellfish with complexly partitioned
coiled shells (ammonites), and of great
flying reptiles.  First appearance of
birds and mammals (in Jurassic); of
cycads, an order of palmiike plants
(in Triassic); and of angiospermous
glants, among which are palms and

ardwood trees (in Cretaceous).

120

Paleozoic  (old
life).

Carboniferous.

Permian.
Pennsylvanian,
Mississippian.

‘“Age of amphibians.” Dominance of
club mosses (lycopods) and plants of
horsetail and fern types. rimitive
flowering plants and earliest cone-
bearing trees. Beginnings of back-
boned land animals (land vertebrates).
Insects. Animals with nautiluslike
coiled shells (ammonites) and sharks
abundant,

120

Devonian.

“Age of fishes.”
also abundant.
and land plants.

Shellfish (mollusks)
Rise of amphibians

90

Silurian.

Shell-forming sea animals dominant,
especially those related to the nautilus
(cephalopods). Rise and culmination
of the marine animals sometimes
known as sea lilies (crinoids) and of
giant scorpionlike crustaceans (euryp-
terids). Rise of fishes and of reef-build-
ing corals.

30

Ordovician.

Shell-forming sea animals, especially
cephalopods and mollusklike brachio-
pods, abundant. Culmination of the
buglike marine crustaceans known as
trilobites. First trace of insect life.

90

Cambrian.

Trilobites and brachiopods most char-
acteristic animals, Seaweeds (algae)
?bm:idant. No trace of land animals
ound.

60

Proterozoic (pri-
mordial life).

Algonkian.

©

First life that has left distinct record.
Crugtaceans, brachiopods, and sea-
weeds.

1,200

Archean.

Crystalline rocks.

No fossils found.

¢ The geologic record consists mainly of sedimentary beds (beds deposited in water). Over large &road
long periods of uplift and erosion intervened between periods of deposition. Every such interr

deposition in any area produces there what geologists term an unconformity.

Many of the time

l:f)tipl.l in
ivisions

shown above are separated by such unconformities; that is, the dividing lines in the table represent local or

widespread uplifts or depressions of the earth’s surface.

b Ages interpolated from Holmes, Age of the Earth, New York, Harper & Bros., 1927.
< Epoch names omitted; in less common use than those given.

Norte.—Total estimated age of earth, 1,800+ millior: years.
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GUIDEBOOK OF THE WESTERN UNITED STATES

PART F. SOUTHERN PACIFIC LINES, NEW ORLEANS TO
LOS ANGELES

By N. H. Darton

INTRODUCTION

The Southern Pacific Railroad from New Orleans to Los Angeles,
a distance of about 2,000 miles, passes through a region exhibiting
a great variety of geographic and industrial conditions. The climate,
especially the amount of precipitation, is the most influential factor
in causing this variety. (See pl. 1.)

The low Coastal Plain of southern Louisiana and eastern Texas,
with ample rainfall and thick rich soils, is a province distinet in con-
figuration, human occupations, and products. There are extensive
swamps, prairies, and wooded areas, but a large part of the land is
under cultivation, with sugarcane, cotton, and rice as the principal
crops. The streams are wide and slow, the winter climate is mild,
and the summer heat is tempered by breezes from the Gulf of Mexico.
Flourishing towns occur at short intervals, and some of them are
growing rapidly. The entire region is underlain by a great thickness
of sand and clay of alluvial origin.

In central-eastern Texas the Coastal Plain is hlgher, the soil con-
ditions are materially different, the streams run more swiftly, swamps
become rare, and although much land is under cultivation, many
areas are either in pasture or not cleared. The vegetation changes
with change of soil and increase of altitude, and the crops are more
diversified than in the lower parts of the Coastal Plain. The region
is underlain by sandstone, shale, and other formations, which rise
toward the west, cropping out in regular succession as they are
crossed from east to west. Some of these formations are hard enough
to make ridges and knobs, and there is general terracing at various
levels. Parts of the highest lands are remnants of an old pla,m of
former wide extent.

Beyond San Antonio the traveler observes several changes inthe
general aspect of the country, for although the Coastal Plain extends
west to Del Rio, there is both a gradual increase in elevation to about
1,000 feet and a marked diminution of rainfall to the west, which
greatly affect landscape and industries. Cacti become larger and

1



2 GUIDEBOOK OF THE WESTERN UNITED STATES

more abundant, and many special trees and plants are prevalent,
notably the mesquite; forests diminish in density, and far to the
west trees occur only in the bottom lands. Agriculture here depends
largely on irrigation, and the raising of cattle, sheep, and goats is
the dominant industry. The principal underlying rocks are shale,
soft sandstone, and chalk, which do not make strong relief but produce
hills and ridges of moderate height separated by wide valleys, which
along the larger streams are bordered by bottom lands. Northwest
of San Antonio the Coastal Plain gives place rather abruptly to the
Edwards Plateau, owing to the rapid rise of hard limestones; from
San Antonio to Del Rio this feature lies north of the railroad but
is visible at many places.

For many miles west from Del Rio the railroad is on the plateau,
which is floored by hard limestone and deeply trenched by the
drainageways, notably by the canyons of the Devils River, the Rio
Grande, and the Pecos River. In this district, where semiarid con-
ditions prevail, vegetation is sparse and trees are mostly confined to
valley bottoms except where the limestone supports a growth of
juniper or live oak. The soil is thin, but it sustains grass and shrubs
which afford good pasturage for many goats, sheep, and cattle.
Owing to the gradual general rise of the strata to the west the land
increases in elevation, and much of the plateau in south-central
Texas is 2,000 feet above sea level in its eastern part and 3,000 feet
in its western part. Near Sanderson this rise develops into the great
dome of the Marathon uplift. The central part of this uplift is
truncated, revealing a large area of closely folded Paleozoic rocks,
making sharp ridges of the Appalachian type. The Edwards Plateau
ends on the east side of this uplift. To the west is the Davis Moun-
tain region, a wide province of volcanic rocks, characterized by rugged
peaks and irregularly disposed ridges in great variety, which rise to
elevations considerably more than 6,000 feet.

The volcanic rocks continue far west of Marfa, but near that place
begins the Basin and Range province, which extends thence across
New Mexico, Arizona, and southern California. In this province
there is a prevalence of long ridges separated by wide plains or bolsons
floored by sand and gravel. They present a succession of strata or of
volcanic flows, mostly tilted or flexed and faulted. Many of the great
mountain faces stand along lines of uplift. At intervals there are
large masses of intrusive rocks, which have been forced up in a molten
condition and are now so hard that they are conspicuous topographic
features.

The climate of this region is arid or semiarid. The Rio Grande
flows between ridges in New Mexico, but at and below El Paso it
either crosses the axes of the ridges in canyons or passes around their
ends. The Gila and Colorado Rivers have similar relations in south-
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~western Arizona after leaving the canyons in which they cross the
Arizona Plateau. The mountains of the Southwest are rocky and
jagged, and the meager vegetation is so scattered that they appear to
be bare. The broad desert plains of gravel and sand between the
mountains likewise sustain only scant vegetation, for this is the most
arid province in the United States. Parts of it, however, that have
water for irrigation are highly productive.

The San Bernardino, San Jacinto, and associated mountain ranges in
California form high barrlers on the north and west sides of the Salton
Basin which intercept the moist air currents from the Pacific and thus
cause the aridity that prevails over a wide area to the east. These
mountains are uplifted blocks, made up largely of granitic and meta-
morphic rocks.

In southern California lowlands extend from the mountain slopes
east of Redlands to the Pacific Ocean, a distance of about 120 miles.
The surface slopes mostly to the west and south and is diversified by
scattered rocky ridges. The climate is mild, and although the precipi-
tation is only moderate in amount, water is available for irrigation
and wide areas are under cultivation for citrus fruits, grapes, nuts,
and many other valuable crops.

In these days of wide culture it is hardly necessary to point out the
practical utility of geologic knowledge and the relation that exists
between geology and the occurrence of nearly all materials of economic
value. Soils are derived by geologic processes from rocks of various
formations. Ores, minerals, oil, coal, and water all have close rela-
tions to the structure and history of the geologic formations in which
they occur. Some igneous rocks carry or have been the source of
ores, and their history and relations have much to do with mining.

The order and general succession of the strata making up the rocky
shell of the earth are shown in the table on page 1. The oldest
rocks now seen at the earth’s surface include some granites and other
crystalline rocks, partly of igneous origin and partly of other types
that have become crystalline through the agency of heat and pressure
within the earth and have later been exposed by erosion. These are
overlain by a great succession of sedimentary strata (laid down by
water), consisting of sandstone, limestone, and shale, which have a
thickness of many thousand feet. Some of these later rocks have also
been altered by heat and pressure into schist, marble, and quartzite.
In many areas there are lavas, ash, and tuff extruded by volcanic
action at various times, some of it recent. Seas, lakes, and rivers
have been the principal agents in depositing sand, clay, and limy
sediments, which have later become sandstone, shale, and limestone.
In general, sands were deposited mainly on the shores and by streams,
clays in quieter waters, and limestones in deeper waters, so that
these various materials indicate the geologic conditions at the time of



4 GUIDEBOOK OF THE WESTERN UNITED STATES

their deposition. The wind has also played some part in the accumu- -
lation of sand, and much detrital material has been moved by glaciers.
The character of the rocks and the order of the sedimentary succession
vary in different regions; thus a system may be fully represented in
one district and be entirely or partly absent in another, owing to lack
of deposition or to removal by erosion in an interval of uplift. In
some places a portion of geologic time may be represented by limestone
alone, while in others the same portion is represented by shale, sand-
stone, or volcanic rocks. Fossil shells, bones, and other parts of
organisms throw light on the succession of sedimentary rocks, for
they mark the progress of life development through geologic time;
they are the key to geologic problems, such as the structure and order
of formations, that in many places could not be solved without them.

The total thickness of the sedimentary formations is many thousand
feet, and the time represented is hundreds of millions of years.

Note.—For the convenience of the traveler the sheets of the route map in this
bulletin are so arranged that they can be unfolded one by one and kept in view
while reading the related text. The contour lines, in brown, represent elevation
above sea level. Each line indicates the path that would be taken by one who
walked over the country by a course always at the same level, curving in and out
with the irregularities of the land surface. The lines are drawn at the vertical
distances apart (‘‘contour interval”’) stated on each map; where these lines are
close together they indicate a steep slope; where they are far apart, a gentle slope
or plain. Most of the contour lines have been compiled from detailed topographic
maps published by the United States Geological Survey, the names of which are
given in the southwest corner of each. In some areas the contour lines are taken
from surveys by the Engineer Corps, U. 8. Army, and the Los Angeles Depart-
ment of Water and Power, and from reconnaissance by the author. A reference
to each map is made in the text at the place where it should be unfolded. The
areas covered by these sheets are indicated on Plate 2, and a list of the sheets
and the other illustrations is given on pages 11-vir.

Figures given on mileposts in Louisiana indicate miles from Algiers, a Southern
Pacific freight terminal on the south bank of the Mississippi River opposite New
Orleans; they are about 14 miles less than the distance from the Union Station,
New Orleans. West of Houston the mileposts give distances from Harrisburg,
an old terminal off the present main line about 3 miles south of Houston station.
West of El Paso the mileposts give distances from San Francisco. As a rule the
mileage given on the posts does not allow for differences due to subsequent
shortening or lengthening of the line. Most of the elevations at stations given in
this guidebook are those furnished by the railroad company, but others are derived
from precise levels of the United States Coast and Geodetic Survey or the United
States Geological Survey.

The statistics given in this guidebook are taken mainly from official Government
sources, such as the United States Census and the United States Bureau of Mines.
Some have been derived from local sources that are believed to be reliable, and
these are credited to the respective authors. Statistics not otherwise credited
are to be understood as obtained from official Government records, whether so
stated or not. Authors’ names cited in parentheses refer to the bibliography on
pages 293-296.

(AT Ty T



ITINERARY
NEW ORLEANS, LA., TO LOBO, TEX.

The journey westward over the Southern Pacific lines begins at New
Orleans, one of the largest cities in the United States and one that is
unique in character, history, environment, and
economic relations. Founded in 1718 by Capt.
ﬁi‘:’ﬁﬁ;‘;ﬁg‘:&ezl Jean de Bienville, as a nucleus of a French settlement

""" in America, it was named in honor of the Duke of
Orleans, the regent of young Louis XV. It was colonized mostly by
people from France, and a part of the population still follows the cus-
toms and traditions of their French ancestors. The city consists of
two portions, presenting the strong contrast of the quaint old French
with the new American.

The area of the original palisaded city is now known as the “Vieux
Carré”’; it centers about the old St. Louis Cathedral in the Place
d’Armes, now Jackson Square, laid out in 1720 by Le Blond de la
Tour, Bienville’s engineer. A few French and a great many Spanish
houses, built from 100 to 150 years ago, still remain; once the homes
of aristocratic and distinguished people, they are now mostly con-
verted into trading establishments and rooming houses. The Place
d’Armes has been the scene of many historic events, notably the
gathering of troops to repel the expected attack of the Natchez
Indians in 1728, the reception of the Acadians driven from Nova
Scotia by the British in 1755, the arrival of Gen. Alejandro O'Reilly
in 1769 to take possession after the transfer of the colony from France
to Spain, and the triumphant return of Gen. Andrew Jackson from
the Battle of New Orleans January 8, 1815. Here also were made
the three great transfers of Louisiana Territory subsequent to the
treaties of cession—first from France to Spain in 1764, then from
Spain to France in 1803, and finally, in 1803, from France to the
United States, a transaction very distressing to many of its Creole
inhabitants but resulting quickly in marked increases in property
values and population.

The cathedral, erected in 1795 by Don Almonaster y Roxas, who
is buried under the altar, replaced a small church built in 1718 and
destroyed by fire in 1788. Next door is the Cabildo, built in 1795 for
the Spanish Legislature and for nearly a century the seat of govern-
ment. Adjoining the cathedral is the Presbytére, formerly the house
of the Capuchin priests, used later for the civil courts of the city.

New Orleans.

1 The figures given in this book for | population has been estimated, and
population of incorporated places are | such figures are marked with an
those of the United States Census for | asterisk (*).

1930, For some of the small places the
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This and the Cabildo are now part of a free museum and the home of
the Louisiana Historical Society. Not far distant is the house built
for Napoleon, who was to have been rescued from St. Helena by one
of Lafitte’s pirate crew had he not died before the expedition could
start. Many other buildings near by have great historic interest and
also present peculiarities of construction not seen elsewhere. The
city was largely destroyed by fires in 1788 and 1794; in its rebuilding
the Spanish influence has affected the architecture. The French
market (shown in part in pl. 3, 4), on the site of the market built by
the Spaniards in 1791, attracts many tourists. Not far away (1727
Chartres Street) is the Archbishopric, erected in 1734 for an Ursuline
convent, said to be the oldest building now standing in tae Mississippi
Valley. Rampart Street is on the outer line of the city defenses,
built in 1793 by Baron de Carondelet, then Spanish governor, and the
Terminal Station is on the site of Fort Burgundy. The old ceme-
teries are filled with vaults, many with three tiers of niches for caskets,
for originally the water level was so near the surface that burial in the
ground was impracticable. (See pl. 3, B.) The Spanish fort where
Bayou St. John joins Lake Pontchartrain marks the place where
the first colony landed. The Chalmette Monument, in the lower
end of the city, commemorates the battle in which Gen. Andrew
Jackson and his 5,000 backwoods militia routed a good-sized British
army under Sir Edward Pakenham in 1815. The mint, erected in
1821, the oldest one in the country, was built on ramparts of General
Jackson’s old fort. The Pontalba buildings, still in use, were erected
in 1849 and were long used as high-class apartment houses. In 1862
New Orleans was captured by Gen. Benjamin Butler and held by the
Union forces until the end of the Civil War.

New Orleans is built on the “Isle d’Orléans” (no longer an island)
in a great crescent-shaped bend of the Mississippi 107 miles above its
mouth (South Pass). It lies on the slope of a natural levee, or low
ridge built up by the river, and comprises an area of 44 square miles.
Most of the city is below the high-water level of the river, and parts
of it are below the level of the Gulf of Mexico.®? The first levee, built

$ The land slopes down from the
river bank into two basins 1 foot or
more below sea level—one north of
Claiborne Avenue and another in the
neighborhood of Earigny and Elysian
Field Avenues. North of these basins
there is a ridge with crest 3 to 5 feet
above sea level that was probably built
by Bayou Sauvage and later cut
through by Bayou St. John. North
of this ridge the land is less than 1 foot
above sea level and slopes gently to
Lake Pontchartrain. The sediments

under New Orleans are sand, silt, and
clay, probably of the overflow or levee
deposits, though they may have been
deposited in the Gulf in front of an off-
shore bar. In the sediments are unde-
cayed cypress stumps, some as deep as
12 feet below sea level. At depths of
more than 43 feet below sea level recent
marine shells are found (Trowbridge).
It has not been definitely determined
how much true delta material underlies
New Orleans.
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in 1727, was 900 feet long; eventually, as levees were extended, the
city developed in a wide, deep saucer, out of which no drainage could
flow. Throughout its history, therefore, it has had to contend with
flood overflows, rain water, seepage, and sewage removal. Now,
however, pumps with a capacity of 7,000,000,000 gallons a day lift
surplus water into Bayou Bienvenue and Lake Pontchartrain. At
times of heavy downpours the volume of water to be handled is very
great,® but it is claimed that the present pumping system can dispose
of a rainfall of 14 inches in 24 hours. The annual precipitation is
57 inches. The sewage is pumped to an outlet down the river, 20
feet below mean water level. Surface water and seepage are collected
in large canals, and by this means the general ground-water level hag
been so greatly lowered that cellars are practicable and graves can be
dug where formerly all interments were made in tombs.

In these days of large buildings it has been difficult to obtain stable
foundations, but by the use of many wooden piles, in some places 80
feet long, office buildings and hotels of considerable height have been
erected.’ One notable structure is the auditorium, which has a seating
capacity of 12,000 and is used for the great balls of the Mardi Gras
festival,

There are four great institutions of learning in New Orleans:
Tulane University (formerly the University of Louisiana), the H.
Sophie Newcomb Memorial College (the women’s department of
Tulane University), Loyola University, and the Isaac Delgado Cen-
tral Trades School. There are many parks, libraries, churches, and
clubs. About two-thirds of the population are native whites. The
city water supply, of about 50,000,000 gallons a day, is pumped from
the river, and plans have been developed to double this amount; the
water is purified by treatment, so that its quality is satisfactory.
New Orleans once had a high death rate, but this has been reduced
by sanitary measures to 12% per 1,000 for the resident population,
according to local records. The dreaded scourges of yellow fever and
bubonic plague have been eliminated, and malaria has been made

4 One night in April, 1927, a fall of 13
inches of rain caused such an inunda-
tion that the levees had to be opened
at Poydras, 15 miles below the city, to
let out the flood waters, an-expedient
that cost the city $5,000,000 for dam-
ages. Now a spillway 35 miles above
the city serves to divert water into Lake
Pontchartrain in times of river flood.

8In building most of the railroad
embankments a great canal was first
excavated to remove mud and then
filled with sand. For foundations in
the lower part of the city 30 feet or

more of silt is removed to a layer of
long-buried cypress stumps, through
which closely spaced piling is driven to
form a mesh which by friction will sus-
tain heavy buildings. One high build-
ing with a foundation of this character
has settled a few inches, but the subsi-
dence has been so uniform that there
is no rupturing. In some places even
the lowering of water level by drainage
has resulted in the decay of wooden
substructures with consequent settling
of buildings.
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rare! Although in latitude 30°, and with a warm climate for much
of the year, the mean annual temperature is only 69.3°, with rather
small seasonal range from 54° in January to 82.4° in July.

New Orleans has become a great commercial center, as much of
the vast foreign commerce of the Mississippi Valley and central
United States passes through its portals. It is reached annually by
about 1,000 vessels whose capacity in 1928 amounted to 11,204,573
tons, according to the New Orleans Association of Commerce. It is
a port of entry for a large part of our business with Latin-American
ports. It claims to be the largest market in the United States for
cotton, bananas, rice, and burlap and one of the largest for sugar,
mahogany, coffee, furs, hides, and naval stores. According to state-
ments furnished by the New Orleans Association of Commerce,
from 350,000,000 to 450,000,000 pounds of coffee, 500,000 bales of
cotton, and 23,000,000 bunches of bananas are handled every year.
The grain elevators have a capacity of 2,622,000 bushels. The
imports in 1928 amounted to $208,430,587 and the exports to
$384,597,092, all transported on the Mississippi River through the
great passes at its mouth. This river at New Orleans is 2,000 feet
wide and in places 200 feet deep. Although there is provision for
many vessels on the city’s long water front, additional space to ac-
commodate the heavy traffic has been obtained by the construction
of a canal 30 feet deep and 5 miles long, connecting the river with
Lake Pontchartrain. This canal has a huge lock to provide for the
drop from river to Gulf level and cost $21,000,000.

In order to permit the access of large ocean-going vessels to New
Orleans, two of the outlet channels, South Pass and Southwest Pass,
at the mouth of the Mississippi River, originally having only 10 or
12 feet of water, have been dredged to depths of 30 to 35 feet, with
widths of 750 to 1,000 feet. The filling of these channels by the great
volume of silt carried by the river is prevented by a current of sea
water which passes under the fresh-water outflow, forming a deep-
seated eddy which keeps the sediment in suspension and carries it off,
Great care, however, has to be taken to prevent the river from
creating new passes, which would decrease the strength of the current
in the main channel and diminish its effectiveness in transporting
sediment.

New Orleans is also a great manufacturing center, the 1929 output
of its 786 factories being valued at $148,388,315, according to the
United States Census. Its manufacturing industries have the great
advantage of natural gas from the Monroe field, in Louisiana, cheap

¢In the summers of 1853 to 1855 | present water supply has been estab-
there were 37,000 deaths from yellow | lished the death rate from typhoid fever
fever, at times at the rate of 300 a day. | is only 2 per 100,000. (Data from New
In 1889 the death rate from malaria was | Orleans Association of Commerce.)
156 per 100,000; now it is 1, Since the
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A. OLD FRENCH MARKET IN VIEUX CARRE, NEW ORLEANS

Looking out a typical street in center.

B. TYPICAL GRAVEYARD IN NEW ORLEANS
In the early days the water plane was so near the surface that interment was undesirable.
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A. WOODLAND SCENE, SOUTH-CENTRAL LOUISIANA

Showing the parasitic Spanish moss.

B. GALLERIES IN THE SALT MINE, AVERY ISLAND, LA.
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oil, and water transportation. Sugar, cane sirup, cotton goods, and
celotex (board made from bagasse, or sugarcane refuse) are important
local products.

Louisiana, with an area of 48,506 square miles, had in 1930 a
population of 2,101,593, an increase of nearly 17 per cent since 1920,
placing it twenty-second in rank in the United States.
Owing to large areas of thinly populated swamp lands,
however, the average density of population is only 43
to the square mile. New Orleans is by far the largest city. Shreve-
port, which is growing rapidly, is next in size; Baton Rouge (the
capital), Monroe, Alexandria, Lake Charles, and Lafayette are
considerably smaller.

The greater part of Louisiana consists of lands less than 100 feet
above sea level, and a large area along the Mississippi River and the
Gulf coast stands at less than 50 feet. The alluvial valley of the
Mississippi occupies all of the eastern half of the State. There are
more than 4,700 miles of waterways, but some of them are small. A
great intracoastal canal utilizing many of these natural waters is in
course of construction. (See p. 17.)

The principal products of Louisiana are agricultural, with crop
values of $161,078,688 in 1929,” but only about one-fifth of the area
is under cultivation. Furs, lumber, petroleum, natural gas, and
miscellaneous manufactures, especially sugar refining, are sources of
large income. In 1929, 402,422 acres of rice yielded 16,317,463 bush-
els, 1,945,354 acres of cotton yielded 798,828 bales, and 205,394 acres
of cane yielded 208,000 short tons of sugar® Corn production was
about 20,000,000 bushels. According to data from the New Orleans
Association of Commerce, the lumber cut in 1928 was 2,278,442,000
board feet, the State ranking second in the production of pine lumber,
and its value, together with turpentine, rosin, tar, and other naval

Louisiana.

7 Statistics are taken from United
States Census reports except as other-
wise stated.

8 Sugarcane was introduced from
Santo Domingo by Jesuits in 1751, but
not until 1780, when slave labor was
utilized, did its cultivation become
profitable. Louisiana grows about 95
per cent of the sugarcane raised in the
United States and also imports con-
siderable raw sugar for its refineries.
For a while the extinction of the sugar
industry was threatened by a blight
called the mosaic disease, but it was
saved by the substitution of cane im-
ported from Java, which not only re-
sists the disease but is more hardy in

152109°—33——-2

general, has a higher sugar content and
tougher fiber, and requires replanting
only every second or third year, in-
stead of annually. According to data
furnished by the New Orleans Associa-~
tion of Commerece, 200,000 acres of this
cane was growing in 1929, with a yield
of over 18 tons of cane to the acre, or
more than double that of the earlier
cane, and yielding 160 pounds of sugar
to the ton, instead of 138 pounds. The
1929 sugar crop ranked next to cotton
and rice in value. Sugarcane makes a
heavy draft on the soil, but many fields
have been producing it for 100 years or
more.
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stores and wood pulp, was $154,766,819. The petroleum production
in 1931 was 21,804,000 barrels, according to the United States Bureau
of Mines. Refining of petroleum is one of the principal industries,
with an output in 1929 valued at $151,966,142, or more than one-fifth
of the total value of the manufactures of the State. The sugar re-
fineries in 1929 had a production valued at $74,706,373. Natural gas
is obtained in several fields. The Monroe field gave 103,000,000,000
cubic feet in 1931, much of which was piped to many cities, although
some was used at the source for the production of carbon black, of
which Louisiana produced 28,740 tons in 1931. (U. S. Bureau of
Mines.)

There is a large yield of fruits and early vegetables in Louisiana,
and pecan nuts are an important product. The annual output of
oranges, both Louisiana Sweets and Satsumas, is about 82,500 boxes.
On account of the mild climate there is a long growing season, and in
places three successive field crops can be raised in a year. Pastures
are perpetual. Corn, which is increasing in popularity, yields 30 to
75 bushels to the acre. Rice, one of the principal crops, occupies a
wide area in the southwestern part of the State, Louisiana ranking
first in the United States in rice production. Hay is raised in large
amounts, also lespedeza, or Japanese clover, which grows 12 to 15
inches high. Although many forest areas have been cut off, reforest-
ation is in progress, and 500,000 acres has been planted in pines, to
be sold years hence for lumber and pulp or to furnish turpentine.
These plantings are mostly in areas not favorable to agriculture.
Meanwhile, in order to conserve trees now developing, logs are
imported to help supply the great sawmills at Bogalusa.

There are three game preserves in Louisiana, created to give sanc-
tuary to the wild birds that live in or visit the State in vast numbers.
These preserves are Avery Island, 34,000 acres; Rockefeller Preserve,
104,000 acres; and Russell Sage Preserve, 94,000 acres.

Louisiana is the largest producer of furs in the United States, for its
great marsh ‘areas sustain a vast number of fur-bearing animals.
The muskrat is the one principally sought, and during the open season
of 1928-29 about 5,000,000 pelts of this animal were obtained, at a
value of about $1 each. These, with opossums, raccoons, minks,
skunks, otters, wildcats, and foxes, yielded 6,000,000 pelts (equal to
the Canadian production), valued at $8,500,000, according to data
furnished by the New Orleans Association of Commerce. The pelts
are all obtained by resident trappers, who in most places pay a rental
for the land on which the trapping is done.

Louisiana produces many terrapin and shrimp, and according to
local reports it ships 6,000,000 pairs of frogs’ legs a year. Oysters are
marketed in large numbers, and there is a vast area available for their
culture, with the advantage that the oysters mature here in two years.
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The great shell reefs on the Gulf shore are valuable for lime, road metal,
chicken feed, etc.

Salt is one of the great resources of the State, with a production of
529,280 tons in 1931, valued at $1,962,690, according to the United
States Bureau of Mines. A part of the salt is used for the manu-
facture of sodium carbonate, soda ash, caustic soda, and sodium sul-
phite, used for glass, in paper making, and in dyeing. Large factories
in New Orleans produce these and other chemicals.

The Gulf region has an annual rainfall averaging about 62.5 inches,
and although high temperatures occur during the summer, the heat is
tempered by nearly constant breezes from the Gulf; these breezes also
diminish the chill of the winter.

The history of Louisiana is full of interesting events, of which the
first was the discovery of the mouth of the Mississippi River by the
Spanish explorer, Pénfilo de Narvdez in 1528. In 1542 Luis de
Moscoso, who had accompanied Hernando de Soto to the mouth of
the Red River, descended to the mouth of the Mississippi and sailed
down the Gulf coast to Mexico. In 1673 Jacques Marquette and Louis
Joliet, sent by the Canadian colonial government to find an outlet to
the West, descended the great river to its junction with the Arkansas
River, and in 1682 René Robert de La Salle sailed to its mouth,
taking possession of the region under the name of Louisiana, in honor
of his patron Louis XIV. The region claimed by La Salle included the
entire drainage basin of the Mississippi River and much of the Gulf
coast. Three years later he returned with a colony which he expected
to locate near the mouth of the river, but he missed the Mississippi
and landed instead at Matagorda Bay, in Texas, near which he was
murdered in 1687. In 1699 Pierre d’Iberville, a French naval officer,
landed at New Orleans with a colony, the first permanent settlement
of the region, but he established it in Spanish territory (near Biloxi,
Miss.). In 1712 Antoine de Crozat, a French merchant, obtained the
exclusive right to trade in ‘‘Louisiana,” but he surrendered this grant
in 1717 to the Company of the West, which began sending out colo-
nists. In the following year Capt. Jean de Bienville, a brother of
Iberville, landed a colony of 68 persons at the site of New Orleans.
In 1719 the first cargo of slaves arrived from Africa, valued at $150
each. This was just a century after the first slave cargo landed at
Jamestown, Va. The seat of government was established in 1722 at
New Orleans, and in 1726 the settlement had a population of 800.
Life was made difficult by floods, Indians, diseases, and hurricanes.
November 3, 1762, France, finding the territory a burden, ceded the
portion west of the Mississippi, together with the city and island of
New Orleans, to Spain in the secret treaty of Fontainebleau; the next
year the remainder of Louisiana, east of the Mississippi, was ceded to
England. The boundary between Spanish and British possessions,
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exclusive of the Isle of Orleans, was defined as the center of the Mis-
sissippi River. Spain, fearing that the settlements to the north would
interfere with the interests of her possessions to the east, endeavored to
defeat progress by prohibiting access to the mouth of the river. In
1800, in the secret treaty of San Ildefonso, Spain returned to France
the area west of the Mississippi which she had acquired in 1762, but
the actual transfer of authority was postponed for three years. On
April 30, 1803, Napoleon ceded this territory to the United States for
the sum of 60,000,000 francs and the assumption of certain claims
against France. The part of Louisiana east of the river which was
known as West Florida was ceded in part to Spain and in part to
the United States by Great Britain in 1783. The Florida Purchase,
effected by the United States in 1819, completed the transfer of
Louisiana Territory.

The part of the State lying west of the Mississippi River was organ-
ized in 1804 as the Territory of Orleans, and in April, 1812 (the year
the first steamboat made the trip from Pittsburgh to New Orleans),
it was admitted to the Union under the name Louisiana. The area
lying east of the river, although its ownership was disputed until 1819,
was added to the State a short time later.

The present State of Louisiana is about one-twentieth of the area
of the Louisiana Purchase, which was divided into 15 States. New
Orleans was the capital until 1829 and again from 1831 to 1846.

Leaving the Union Station, New Orleans, the Southern Pacific train
uses the tracks of the Illinois Central Railroad as far as Harahan
Junction, a switch station on the north side of the Mississippi River.
(Turn to sheet 1.) Thence the line crosses the river flat in a southerly
direction and in 2 miles reaches the levee, over which it passes on an
incline. Here on the bank of the Mississippi the entire train, divided
in sections, is placed on a huge steel barge (The Mastodon) to be
ferried ® across the swift current to Avondale, on the southwest bank,
a distance of nearly a mile. The floats are adjustable for different
stages of the river, for there is considerable variation in the water
level consequent on floods and droughts.

The Mississippi River, flowing past New Orleans to its great delta in
the Gulf of Mexico, is the largest river in North America.’ It has a
drainage area of 1,231,492 square miles, and it flows across nearly
the entire width of the United States.

9 This ferry is regarded as a tempo- | Orleans is from 135,000 to 1,360,000
rary expedient, as a $20,000,000 bridge | cubic feet a second. There is a
is projected. mean flow of 800,000 cubic feet a second

10 It is estimated by the Mississippi | at Old River, 130 miles above New
River Commission that the Mississippi | Orleans, equivalent to a total annual
River carries gnnually 500,000,000 tons | discharge of 25,228,800,000,000 cubic
of sediment. 'The average flow at New | feet.
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At Avondale, not far south of the ferry, the train reaches the
Southern Pacific tracks coming from Algiers, the terminal on the
south side of the river opposite New Orleans, used
only for freight. The land is low behind the levee, and
most of it is too swampy for economical cultivation.
In this area will be noted many cypress trees, water
hyacinths, and other plants typical of the swamps and lowlands of
the South. In wet places there are scattered palmettoes with their
clusters of fan-shaped leaves. Most of the larger trees are festooned
with the parasitic Spanish moss. A typical view in this region is
given in Plate 4, A.

To the small local settlement at Boutte the railroad proceeds along
the natural embankment of the river and then follows a low ridge

through the woodlands to Des Allemands, where
Des Allemands. Bayou des Allemands is crossed. This name is de-
1}?})‘;‘;312;';: Lt rived from a small settlement of Germans founded in
New Orleans 33 miles. colonial days, but the population now consists mostly

of people of French origin living in primitive dwellings
along the water’s edge. For many years there was a sawmill here
which cut cypress lumber from the adjoining swamp lands; now the
supply of this material is practically exhausted, and the main re-
sources are fishing, crabbing, and the trapping of muskrat and other
fur-bearing animals.

In midsummer the water bodies in this region are spangled with a,
beautiful growth of the purple flowers of the water hyacinth. Bayou
des Allemands empties into Barataria Bay, an inlet of the Gulf of
Mexico, which was at one time the headquarters of the pirate Jean
Lafitte.'t Formerly some of the district about Des Allemands was
reclaimed for agriculture by ditching and pumping. Now the first
signs of extensive cultivation begin near Raceland Junction, where
there are fields of cane supplying the large sugar refinery at Raceland,
a short distance south. This refinery, which presses about 150,000

Avondale.

Elevation 8 feet.
New Orleans 13 miles.

11 This notorious person, about whom | Bay. He trafficked extensively in

- center hundreds of colorful legends of
this region, ran a blacksmith shop in
New Orleans in the early days of the
nineteenth century (at 810 Chartres
Street, just off Canal Street). At this
time privateersmen in the Caribbean
Sea were preying upon the vessels of
countries that were hostile to the
countries that hired them, and Lafitte
became the agent through whom they
disposed of the captured cargoes. In
time he became the leader of a fleet
of licensed privateersmen and estab-
lished a fortified post on Barataria

slaves, at one time selling 450 negroes
at public auction. The proceeds of
these sales and his piratical booty bur-
ied for safe-keeping are still the object
of treasure hunts in the bayou country.
For his loyalty to the American forces
in the War of 1812, his earlier outlawry
wasoverlooked. He resumed his piracy
in 1817 and moved his headquarters
from Barataria Bay to Galveston Bay,
where his fortifications continued until
he was driven out in 1821. Apparently
he was finally lost at sea.
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tons of cane a season, draws part of its supply from more distant
sources, some of it brought down the near-by Bayou Lafourche in
barges. An interesting industrial development in the sugar industry
in Louisiana is the utilization of the cane residue (bagasse) after the
sugar-bearing juice has been pressed out. This material compressed
into bales is shipped from many refineries to a large factory at Gretna,
across the river from New Orleans, where it is pressed into sheets of
building board known as celotex. In some of the cane fields at Race-
land experiments are in progress to ascertain the results of using
Chilean nitrates as fertilizer. Bowie siding is in the midst of cane
fields, and there is a sugar refinery not far south of it.

The abrupt change in agricultural conditions at Raceland is due to
the presence of a ridge of alluvium built up by sediments spread by
the overflow of Bayou Lafourche. Alluvial uplands of this character
are of great economic importance in many parts of the great valley of
the Mississippi, for although not wide they have rich soils and are
sufficiently high to afford good drainage, roadways, and places for
settlement. On them are the principal farm lands in this part of
Louisiana. The mound of Bayou Lafourche extends from the Missis-
sippi River at Donaldsonville nearly to the Gulf of Mexico, a length
of more than 100 miles. Its height for most of the distance is only
about 15 feet, and its width is from 3 to 4 miles.

Bayou Lafourche is the narrow stream crossed by the railroad just
beyond Lafourche station. Originally this bayou was an outlet for

part of the flow of the Mississippi River and was ex-
Lafourche. tensively utilized by freight boats, but to avoid the
g‘;‘:;;it"ign%ﬁéeft- floods that occasionally came down the bayou, the
New Orleans 53 miles. cOnnection at Donaldsonville was dammed off in 1903,

and the navigability of Bayou Lafourche was greatly
reduced. However, it is still used for traffic into the Mississippi
River, with which it is connected by locks, and part of its lower
course will be followed by the Intracoastal Waterway now projected
across the lowlands, some distance south of the Southern Pacific
lines.

Three miles northwest of Lafourche Crossing, but not visible from
the railroad, is the town of Thibodaux (population 4,400), an old
village of French origin, with important agricultural and commercial
interests.

An alluvial ridge extends southward along Bayou Terrebonne
through Schriever, and another, extending along Black Bayou, is

followed by a branch railroad to Houma. At this
Schriever. old town there is a large sugar refinery and an exten-
Elevation 17 feet.  gjye business in oysters and other gulf products.
Population 50.* . . . . . .
New Orleans 56 miles. Much sugarcane is raised in this part of Louisiana,
and formerly there were many small sugar refineries,
some of which are still visible. Potatoes have lately become an impor-
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tant product, and considerable corn is raised. Between the alluvial
ridges the land is low and swampy, but in places it can be drained by
pumping; one notable reclaimed area of this kind southwest of Race-
land is yielding large crops of corn. In the swamps cypress, tupelo
gum, and other trees flourish. Lumbering has long been an active
industry, but many years of vigorous lumbering has greatly reduced
the amount of timber available. There was formerly a sawmill at
Chacahoula, and at Donner a large mill is in operation on logs brought
by rail and in “booms’’ rafted through the great system of waterways
traversing the lowlands to the north. (Turn to sheet 2.)
Donner is in the large lowland area that was covered by the great
flood of the Mississippi River in 1927, when in the lower places the
water was from 6 to 10 feet deep for several months.
Donner. The flooded district extended far to the north and
?li,ﬁffﬁﬁnltéé"f' northwest over the lake region and the country tra-
New Orleans 65 miles. Versed by the Grand and Atchafalaya Rivers. The
bayou ridges described above (p. 14) were not covered,
but the water extended far up their slopes. During the flood thou-
sands of residents on the lower lands were driven out by the water,
and there was considerable loss of crops and effects. The railroad
embankment near Donner was slightly submerged, and parts of it
had to be protected from the flood waters. In this region the roads
are surfaced with oyster shells, which make an admirable road metal
for light traffic. Shells are also burned as a source of lime.
- Gibson is a small village on Black Bayou, a waterway of some im-
portance. A quaint old church is about the only feature of special
interest. Gibson was formerly an extensive lumber-
Gibson. ‘milling community, drawing on the rich supplies, now
i_j:le"““"," Lfeet.  mostly depleted, of cypress and other trees in the
opulation 60. .
New Orleans 67 miles. 2Yeat swamp country to the north, This swamp veg-
etation is still a picturesque feature along the railroad
in places, especially the drapery of Spanish moss on many of the
trees.!?
The small old settlement of Boeuf is on the bank of an outlet of Lake
Palourde, one of the water bodies of the widespread swamp region to
the north. From Boeuf to Morgan City the railroad
Boeuf. follows the north bank of Bayou Boeuf on a ridge of
g(‘;‘:;‘g’;;%g“ alluvium built up by overflows. In this general region
New Orleans 7¢ miles. the deposition of this material has also developed a
. series of islands of sufficient elevation for farming.
They are not high, and in places the fields have to be protected from

12 Spanish moss is extensively utilized | airing to decompose the living portion,
for making mattresses and other cush- | then dried, carefully worked to remove
ions at moss ‘“‘gins” at many places. | dirt, sticks, and other undesirable ma-
The moss is cured by moistening and | terials, and thoroughly washed.
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overflow by dikes. The soil is rich and mostly under cultivation in
cane and other crops. Many scattered cypress trees remain in the
swampy areas.

The extensive swamp lands in the Mississippi Valley in Louisiana
are mostly useless for settlement without expensive diking, but they
are valuable for growing cypress and other lumber. Some areas in
the midst of the swamps that are high enough for cultivation are uti-
lized for small farms, but even these are subject to overflow at times
of high water.

Morgan City, on the right bank of a baylike expansion of the
Atchafalaya River, is a commercial and lumber center of considerable

importance, as it has waterways of moderate depth

into many parts of the cypress swamps as well as into
Elevation 18feet.  the sugarcane country. The wideriver here is the out-
Population 5,985. .
New Orleans s0% miles 1€t 0f & series of large shallow lakes and numerous

bayous occupying the area known as the Atchafalaya
Basin. It receives the water of the Red River ® mixed with some
overflow water from the Mississippi River, which joins the Red River
by way of the Old River near latitude 31°, 50 miles above Baton
Rouge (130 miles above New Orleans). In the great flood of 1927 a
large part of Morgan City was under water for two months.

Morgan City (originally Brashear, later renamed for Charles Mor-
gan ) is near the head of tidewater and from 1850 to 1869 was the
terminus of the railroad from New Orleans. At that time there were
extensive boat connections in all directions by the rivers and bayous,
and by way of the Gulf of Mexico to Galveston. The United States
Government took possession of these communications during the
Civil War. Charles Morgan, who had controlled most of the boat
lines, purchased the railroad in 1869; it was extended west to Lafayette
in 1880. Formerly the city’s lumber business was extensive, but

Morgan City.

13 When the Mississippi River is low
and the Red River is high the slope in
the Old River is reversed and some of
the Red River water flows through it
into the Mississippi. No doubt the
Red River flowed into the Mississippi
River originally, but the gradual growth
of a natural levee on the west bank of
the big river forced the Red River to
find an independent course to the Gulf
down the channel now called the Atcha-
falaya River. This river and the Grand
River have long been thoroughfares,
and in earlier times many flatboats were
used for freight transportation, going
mostly by way of Plaquemine Bayou
and locks to the Mississippi.

14 Charles Morgan is regarded as one
of the most important influences in the
development of southern Louisiana. He
was born in Connecticut in 1795 and
died in New York City in 1878. He
inaugurated various early coastwise
steamship lines, mainly to places on the
Gulf of Mexico, developed the railroad
from New Orleans to Cuero, Tex., and
dredged a steamboat channel through
Atchafalaya Bay. In 1836 he founded
a great iron works in New York, and in
the same year he sent the first vessel
from New Orleans to Texas, stopping
at Galveston when that place consisted
of one house.
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now the principal occupations are agriculture, shipping crabs, and
preparing shells for chicken feed and other uses. The shells are
brought from the large reef of Pointe au Fer in Atchafalaya Bay, 30
miles southwest of Morgan City. One of the water routes of com-
merce in the region now is by the Grand River and a 7-foot canal
through Plaquemine Lock, which enters the Mississippi River 20
miles below Baton Rouge.

The projected Intracoastal Waterway is to follow Bayou Boeuf into
the Atchafalaya River at Morgan City and thence go westward
through Wax Bayou.!

After crossing the Atchafalaya River over a long bridge the train
reaches Berwick, a companion town to Morgan City and sharing
with it the river trade and crab industry. In the
region west of Berwick much of the land is under
cultivation in sugarcane, but some woodland remains.
"An abandoned sugar mill (Glenwild) is conspicuous
north of the railroad 3 miles west of Berwick.

A typical small sugar plantation may be seen just north of the
tracks 2 miles beyond Patterson (near Calumet siding), with groups
of whitewashed houses for laborers and many very large, handsome
moss-hung live oaks.

The principal outlet of Grand and Sixmile Lakes, at a point about
4 miles north of Patterson, is regarded as the beginning of the lower
Atchafalaya River, and into it empties the famous
Bayou Teche (Indian for Snake Bayou) at a point
about 2 miles north of the town. This bayou origi-
nates far to the northwest. Running along the west
side of the great alluvial valley of the Mississippi, it
has built up a typical bayou ridge, 10 to 20 feet high, that is exten-
sively settled and cultivated. The railroad is built upon this ridge
from Patterson through Franklin, Baldwin, Jeanerette, and New
Iberia, and in places the water of the bayou is visible from the train.
With its many plantations, fine houses, luxuriant gardens, and hand-
some live oaks and pecan trees, it is one of the most interesting fea-
tures in southern Louisiana. The bayou is a useful waterway,
although at present the traffic is light.

In early days the bayous and rivers were highways of travel to the
Acadians and other settlers, who built their houses overlooking them.

Berwick.

Elevation 14 feet.
Population 1,679.
New Orleans 82 miles.

Patterson.

Elevation 8 feet.
Population 2,206.
New Orleans 88 miles.

18 This waterway is being built by the
Government to provide an inside chan-
nel along the coast from New Orleans
to Corpus Christi (at a cost of $16,-
000,000) and, eventually, to the Rio
Grande at Point Isabel. The bill
passed by Congress in 1927 provides

for a canal 100 feet wide to carry 9 feet
of water. Many natural water bodies
are to be utilized, some of them, how-
ever, requiring deepening and straight-
ening. For much of its course it is
from 10 to 20 miles south of the
Southern Pacific lines.
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The settlers used pirogues, or dugout canoes, and flatboats for trans-
porting themselves and their produce from place to place, traveling
by day only and camping on shore at night. Later on, in the French
and Spanish régimes, every grantee of land was required to build a
levee along the bayous and on top of it a road. Such was the origin
of the Spanish trail from New Orleans to San Antonio that goes
through Lafayette and of many other roads still existing in southern
Louisiana.
There is a much used airport in the midst of the cane fields about
3 miles west of Patterson. Cane fields extend far westward up the
“Teche country,” with sugar mills at several places, including
Shadyside and Bayou Sale. At Garden City a sawmill is in opera-
tion, using logs floated up Bayou Teche from the Grand Lake region.
Franklin, on the south bank of Bayou Teche, is an old commercial
and sugar center, with large lumber and planing mills. Recently
the operation of these mills has had to be discon-

Franklin. tinued, as the supply of cypress became exhausted
Elevation 10 fect. or too remote.
Population 3,271.

Louisiana is not usually regarded as an earthquake
region, but it has experienced occasional quakes.
The last notable event of the kind was the earthquake of October 19,
1930, the epicenter of which was in the Atchafalaya Valley between
Franklin and Donaldsonville.

Baldwin is a local center of the sugar business and of a district in
which various crops are raised on the Bayou Tcche ridge and the

New Orleans 102 miles.

Baldwin. slopes extending south. A branch railroad and a
) highway lead southwestward to the Cypremort sugar

Elevation 13 feet. .

Population 822. refinery and the great salt mine at Weeks Island (or

New Orleans 106 miles. Grande Cote). (See p. 21.)

In traveling across central-southern Louisiana the only visible
features of geologic interest are the delta and bayou deposits, espe-
cially the mounds built by bayou and river overflow which have been
referred to on previous pages. Farther west are the wide terrace
plains of low altitude, floored by alluvial deposits of Recent age. It
would scarcely be suspected that under this smooth cover there are
formations which represent a long and complex geologic history.
Many deep borings have revealed this subsurface geology to a depth
of 8,000 feet or more. Below the Eocene beds is a great thickness
of earlier Tertiary, Cretaceous, and older strata down to the crystalline
rocks which underlie them. The principal formations so far recog-
nized are listed in the following table:
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Formations of Quaternary and Tertiary age underlying southern Louisiana

Age Formation Character Th(lf%le(t]::)ess
Beaumont clay. Clay and sand.
Pleistocene. 1,500+
Lissie gravel. Sand and gravel.
—-————-Unconformity:

Nonmarine; yellow and red sand and 50-400+

Pliocene, Citronelle formation. clay.

—[-Unconformity

Pascagonla clay.
-Unconformity
Miocene. Hattiesburg clay.

Marine in part; blue-green and gray
clay, some sand. 250-1,400")

Nonmarine; blue and gray clay, thin
sand, and sandstone. ’ 300-350

Nonmarine; gray sand, sandstone, fine 600-800

Catahoula sandstone. conglomerate, clay.

Jackson formation. M‘a‘algi;w; gray sand and dark calcareous 100-600

Focene. ¥ Palustrine; siferous sand and cla
Cockfield formation. Witk lign’it%}.m Y | 400-500

Some recent estimates suggest that in the southern part of the area
the Pliocene and later beds are 4,000 feet thick, the Miocene 4,000
feet, the underlying Tertiary more than 10,000 feet, and the Creta-
ceous possibly as much as 8,000 feet. This great succession of sedi-
ments indicates that the region was under water for a long time, during
which a vast amount of material derived from the land was deposited.
During this deposition the basin kept sinking much of the time, and
doubtless the total amount of subsidence was fully 5 miles. There
were also intervals of uplift when the land was above the water, a fact
indicated by unconformities between most of the formations above
listed. There is evidence that the region is still subsiding, for a few
centuries ago cypress swamps were much more extensive than at
present, as shown by the dead cypress on Cypremort Point and by the
stumps of cypress in Weeks Bay, exposed at very low tide.

Southern Louisiana has had a somewhat complex fluviatile history,
some of it decipherable from the resulting configuration or the distribu-
tion of deposits. Near New Iberia there are small areas of character-
istic Red River deposits, which indicate that at no distant date the
Red River drained south for a short time through Bayou Teche.
Deposits of the latter stream overlying the low terrace plain southeast
of New Iberia indicate that for a while this bayou overflowed its banks
in the wide gap east of New Iberia and reached the Gulf between
Avery Island and Weeks Island. (Howe.)
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Jeanerette is an old and picturesque village named for an early
French settler, Jean Erette, who operated a small corn mill. For
many years the principal industry of Jeanerette was
Jeanerette. sawing cypress and other lumber brought from the
Elevation 19feet.  qwamps far to the northeast, but this activity .has
Population 2,228.
New Orleans 115 miles. C€ased because the sources of supply have become too
remote. There is, however, considerable farming and .
dairying, and rice and cotton are produced. Formerly there were
many small sugar mills in the vicinity, but only a few remain; one
about 2 miles west of the town, on the bank of Bayou Teche, is
conspicuous from the railroad.

From Jeanerette northwestward the railroad follows the high south
bank of Bayou Teche through cane fields and small woodlands.
Throughout this district fine live oaks festooned with Spanish moss
are conspicuous, many of them surrounding stately old homes. Among
these are the Delgado-Albania plantation, on the bank of Bayou
Teche, now owned by the city of New Orleans, and several other
notable old estates, such as Bayside, Westover, Loisel, and Beau Pré,
all surrounded by fine trees. About 5 miles west of Jeanerette, on
the north bank of the bayou, is the livestock experiment station,
1,000 acres in extent, sustained by the cooperation of the United States
Department of Agriculture and the State of Louisiana.

New Iberia, one of the oldest settlements in southwestern Louisiana,
is a commercial and sugar center at the junction of several local

railroads. Situated on the bank of the Bayou Teche,

New Iberia. it has water communication with many places. It

g‘xg&ﬁlﬁ%- was incorporated as a town in 1839, and it is said that

New Orleans 127 miles. Tully 80 per cent of the people are descendants of the
Acadians. '

These people originally were French settlers in Grand Pré, Nova
Scotia (French Acadie), where they had lived for a century and a half
before the English conquest in 1755. Then, when they refused to
transfer their allegiance to England, their property, so industriously
accumulated, was confiscated and they were deported. During the
following decade many of them sought refuge in the French colony
of southern Louisiana, where, however, they found conditions not
entirely congenial, for Spain had just acquired control of that terri-
tory. But they were cordially welcomed, and many established
themselves in the moist, fertile lands along the bayous, an environ-
ment far more agreeable than the rugged north country to which
they had been accustomed. The effect of this propitious climate upon
their character was diverse: some were content with a bare subsist-
ence; others developed into landowners and men of affairs whose
hospitality and graciousness were famous. Many descendants of the
old Acadians remain, together with a large percentage of persons of
French descent from the original New Orleans colonies, The local
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name for these people represents the defective pronunciation “ Cajun.”
One group of Acadians that left the Mississippi at Plaquemine and
came southwest through the swamps in 1757 found a small settlement
at the present St. Martinsville, 9 miles north of New Iberia, where the
newcomers were given tracts of land. Trappers, traders, and ranchers
were scattered sparsely through the Teche country, and under the
Spanish régime the settlement became a headquarters and finally a
military post called the Poste des Attakapas (a-tak’a-pa). Four
different flags have floated above it. Now, under the name St.
Martinsville, it still has an Acadian population, dialect, and atmos-
phere, and these, together with its ancient structures, render it a most
interesting place to visit. The region is perhaps most popularly
known from Longfellow’s narrative poem of the fair Acadian “Evange-
line,” the scene of which is laid principally on the Bayou Teche. At
St. Martinsville is the heroine’s grave, under the ‘ Evangeline oak’ in
the yard of the church constructed in 1765, and various souvenirs
of her life are on exhibition. In this headquarters of the old Acadian
colony a monument in memory of Evangeline was erected in 1931,
for she had become to the ‘“Cajuns’ the symbol of their early suffer-
ings, their romance, and their faith.!

Eight miles south of New Iberia the hill known as Petite Anse, or
Avery Island, rises prominently above the lowlands and marsh. Its
height is 152 feet, and it is dimly visible from the railroad. It con-
sists of a thumb-shaped mass of salt thrust up several thousand feet
through the Coastal Plain deposits. The salt has been extensively
mined for many years from a shaft about 200 feet deep, and great
galleries, such as are shown in Plate 4, B, extend far underground in
white salt. Borings 2,263 feet deep have not reached the base of the
deposit. A feature of this kind is known as a salt dome, and its
general relations are shown in Figure 1. Similar bodies of salt
occur at the mounds constituting Jefferson Island, 8 miles west of
New Iberia, and Weeks Island, 15 miles south of New Iberia, where
also it is extensively mined for domestic use and for the manufacture
of sodium chemicals. The production of salt at these localities has
exceeded 7,000,000 tons, valued at more than $27,000,000, and the
supply is practically inexhaustible.

The three ““islands’’ above mentioned and two smaller ones to the
southeast occur along a line bearing N. 49° W., which probably marks

18 Tt is locally stated that Longfellow
based his poem on the narrative of an

come he had given his promise to
another. Demented by the blow, she

old Acadian in St. Martinsville but
modified it to have a different ending.
The young woman referred to was
Emmeline Labiche, and ‘ Gabriel”’ was
Louis Arceneaux, who told Emmeline
that after waiting a long time for her to

wandered through the Teche region
and finally died and was buried in the
churchyard at St. Martinsville.

17 Mineral Resources of the United
States.
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a narrow deep-seated zone of uplift or faulting that extends across the
country for many miles. The movements along this line, especially
at the domes, have continued into recent times. Owing to the uplift of
the strata the domes reveal formations which in the adjoining region
are concealed by alluvial deposits. At the surface there is more or
less loam resembling loess, 10 feet or more thick, and in many places
where this has been removed by erosion older gravel (Citronelle,
p- 19) is exposed. On Avery Island there are small exposures of
sandstone, clay, and lignite which may be of Pliocene or Miocene age.

Cap rock Recent

Pleistocene
Salt .
Pliocene

Miocene
and

Oligocene (?)
Jackson (Eocene)
Claiborne
Wilcox
(Eocene)
Midway (Locene)
\\Upper Cretaceous

Comanche
(Lower Cretaceous)

<Salt,age?

FIGURE 1.—Hypothetical section of salt dome at Avery Island, La.
By H. V. Howe

In places here the beds dip 44°. The lignite, which is 18 feet thick,
may have economic value.

At Jefferson Island there is a small mound only 75 feet high, but it
has been found by recent boring that the area of doming is consider-
ably larger, the salt core extending under Lake Peigneur; the depres-
sion in which the lake lies may be due to subsidence caused by the
removal of salt by underground solution.

There have been several theories as to the origin of the numerous
salt domes in the Coastal Plain of Louisiana and Texas, but most
geologists regard them as due to the flow of the relatively plastic salt
from a deep-seated stratum, to relieve stress in the earth’s crust.
The salt body has forced its way through the overlying sand and clay
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and to some extent domed and faulted the strata. The top of the
salt core has risen to various heights in the different domes, but in one
dome it is 6,400 feet below the surface. The domes near New Iberia
above mentioned give rise to surface mounds of greater or less height,
and the salt is near the surface, but in many salt domes the salt body
lies deep and there is no topographic iridication of its presence. Not
long ago the only domes recognized were those which had surface
manifestations, but exploration with the torsion balance and seismo-
graph, instruments which detect the disturbances to gravity and to
rock conductivity resulting from the uplift, has indicated the presence
of many more, and drilling has verified their existence.’®* In some of
the domes the disturbed strata surrounding and overlying the salt
core serve as a reservoir for oil. The association of petroleum with
many of the domes is believed to be due to a condition favorable for
its migration and accumulation. About 80 domes are now known in
the Louisiana-Texas Coastal Plain. More than two-thirds of them
produce petroleum, with an aggregate of nearly 70,000,000 barrels in
1930, according to the United States Bureau of Mines. The sulphur
and anhydrite occurring as cap rocks on most of the domes have
resulted from secondary chemical reactions. The structure of a typi-
cal dome is shown in Figure 2, but there is considerable variety in
character, form, and relations and in the depth to the top of the salt
mass.

The easternmost is the Chacahoula dome, 3 miles north of Donner,
discovered by seismograph exploration. Here the salt was pene-
trated in a test boring at a depth of 3,485 to 5,150 feet, where boring
was stopped. No boring in these domes has passed entirely through
the salt, although some holes have been drilled 4,000 feet in it.

The sandy loam exposed on Avery Island has yielded fossil shells of
no very great geologic antiquity, and bones of the mammoth, elephant,
buffalo, horse (FEquus complicatus), Mylodon, and Megalonyz, all of
which have been extinct for a long time (Howe). These deposits have
been correlated with the Sangamon or third interglacial stage, indicat-

SOUTHERN PACIFIC LINES

. feet.

18 A deeply buried salt mass has been
discovered on the western margin of
Lake Fausse Pointe, about 11 miles
east-northeast of New Iberia. The
only surface manifestations of the up-
lift were some gas emanations and
paraffin in the soil, but a seismograph
survey in 1926 showed the presence of
a dome, and a boring found salt at 1,392
Several borings found petroleum,
the first one yielding 125 barrels a day
from sands probably of lower Pliocene
age lying at a depth of 1,062 to 1,143
feet, 100 to 200 feet above the salt core.

The field attained a production of
16,800 barrels in 1927. The salt core
is more than 2 miles in diameter and at
one point comes within 823 feet of the
surface. Another salt dome that un-
derlies a small area about 6 miles east
of New Iberia afforded a small produc-
tion of petroleum in 1916-1920. Sev-
eral borings in this dome that reached
a depth of more than 3,000 feet are
thought to have entered beds of Mio-
cene age. The apex of this salt core
comes within 805 feet of the surface.
(Howe.)
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ing that Avery Island has stood above sea level since that time.
Remains of man have been found associated with the bones, but
paleontologists have not been fully convinced that they were
contemporaneous.

The fact that the salt marshes stand above sea level indicates that
Avery and the other islands can not be very old, for in such a moist
climate reduction of the salt by solution would progress rapidly,
although possibly the salt is rising at a rate to keep pace with solution.
Although Avery Island and the other mounds rise but slightly above
the general low plain and marsh, they have some notable characteris-
tics of flora, due mainly to soil differences, and also some peculiarities
of animal and insect life.

A sanctuary for herons and other birds, established on Avery Island
in 1894, is locally estimated to give refuge to over 100,000 herons, the
same birds returning year after year. Some of the birds are labeled,
and a record is kept of their zones of migration. Many wild fowl
winter in Louisiana, but the draining of wet lands has diminished
their former plentiful food supply, so that now large numbers of birds
move on to Central America and Mexico. Myriads of blue geese
come from their breeding grounds in Baffin Land to spend the winters
in this region. As the number of birds has decreased, the sale of wild
birds has been made illegal, and the hunting season and the bag limit
are much reduced. On Avery Island also is a large arboretum in
which a great variety of semitropical plants have been assembled.

On this island is manufactured the famous tabasco sauce, a fiery but
savory essence of a special pepper imported from Mexico, which
thrives in the warm climate of this region; many of these peppers are
also dried and ground for flavoring. The cultivation of this pepper
and the bottling and shipping of the sauce give occupation to many
persons living near New Iberia. Another special industry here is a
paper mill in the east edge of the town that utilizes rice straw, a mate-
rial which is largely wasted under ordinary conditions of harvesting.
Considerable sugarcane is raised near New Iberia, and corn and
vegetables are grown.

One of the most noticeable topographic features in the vicinity of
New Iberia is the northward-facing margin of the Hammond terrace,
10 to 15 feet high, which extends northwestward from that place.
It is ascended by the railroad a short distance west of New Iberia.
Beyond Segura it forms the south bank of Spanish Lake, on some maps
called Tasse Lake, which lies between it and the natural levee that
Bayou Teche has built up. To the west it merges into the general
upland which lies west of the lowlands of the Mississippi Valley.
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Just east of Lafayette the terrace step is only about 12 feet high,
but at Opelousas, 25 miles northwest, its steep eastern face is a
bluff nearly 40 feet high. Its elevation is 35 feet near Rayne
and for some distance beyond. The land is better drained than the
lowlands of the valley of the Mississippi or the low prairies to the south,
and it contrasts also in having a slightly rolling configuration and
sandy soil. Refugees of the flood of 1927 went to this upland near
Segura as the nearest highland that was available. At the crest
of this flood the swamp lands to the north were under 5 to 10 feet of
water, and even New Iberia was inundated for several days. This
flood was the first in a century that overflowed any of the country
south of Bayou Teche.

Southeast of New Iberia there is a terrace or upland somewhat
similar to the Hammond terrace, lying south of the Bayou Teche
mound and extending to and beyond Jeanerette. South of this ter-
race is a lowland flat that extends as far to the west as Vermilion and
Mermentau Prairies, which are mostly less than 20 feet above sea
level. (Turn to sheet 3.)

An important resource of southwestern Louisiana is underground
water, which yields flowing wells at moderate depth in the lower
lands and water available for pumping in the higher areas. The
wells are mostly from 200 to 300 feet deep and obtain their supplies
from gravel and sand in the younger formations.

At Cade is the junction with a branch railroad which goes to Port
Barre, a small town on Bayou Cortableau about 40 miles north.
The first station north of Cade on this branch line is
St. Martinsville, above referred to in connection with
the legend of Evangeline. Cade is surrounded by
cane fields, and considerable quantities of cane and
other farm products are shipped here and at Burke and Duchamp
sidings.

At Billeaud, a mile east of Broussard, a large sugar refinery just
north of the railroad utilizes cane from the adjoining region. Brous-

sard is an old town sustained in large part by the

Broussard. sugar industry and surrounding farms. It was

fi;‘l’zzi;‘;;gg“ named for a French captain by one of his descendants

New Orleans 14omiles. When the town was established after the Civil War.

The rolling country is covered with cane fields that

extend at intervals to Lafayette, where they give place to rice. Much
pepper also is raised.
152109°—33——3

Cade.

Elevation 32 feet.
New Orleans 134 miles.
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The region hereabouts is called the Attakapa country, from the
Indians who originally occupied it, of whom now a very few known
descendants remain near Grand Lake. They were nearly annihilated
by neighboring tribes, notably the Choctaws, at a battle on a hill
about 3 miles east of Billeaud, just before the white settlers came
into the country. Many of their burial mounds occur along the
banks of Bayou Teche, and their weapons and utensils are found
occasionally. _

Three miles northwest of Broussard the railroad crosses the Ver-
milion River near the place where the first settlement was made in

this region. It was located at the head of navigation
Lafayette. and was of considerable importance as a trading post
Eﬁ?ﬁﬂ fifggt under the successive names of Little Manchac,
New Orleans 146 miles, Pinhook, Vermilionville, and Lafayette. Here also

in 1863 occurred an important battle of the Civil
War when the Union troops moved through the Teche country and
established a camp at Lafayette. Lafayette, in the heart of the
Attakapa country, has nearly doubled its population in a decade,
owing to its advantages as a railroad and general commercial center.
A branch railroad runs to Alexandria, on the Red River. The mean
annual temperature here is 65°; the average for July is 81° and for
January 52°. Lafayette is the westernmost of the old French towns,
and many descendants of French settlers are included in its popula-
tion. In the southern edge of the town is the Southwestern Louisiana
Institute. On exhibition at the railroad station is the first locomotive
used on the Morgan Line, the predecessor of the Southern Pacific
in this section. It contrasts strongly with modern locomotives.

According to the United States census, in 1929 Lafayette Parish
produced 18,394 bales of cotton, 135,524 bushels of rice, 146,246 tons
of sugarcane, 45,027 pounds of figs, 166,045 bushels of sweetpotatoes,
14,144 bushels of Irish potatoes, 14,262 bushels of soybeans, and
505,445 bushels of corn. Oranges and pecans are also produced.

There is a salt dome at Anse La Butte, 5 miles northeast of Lafay-
ette, but holes drilled in it to a depth of 3,400 feet found only a small
amount of petroleum.

From Lafayette the railroad goes due west for 16 miles to and
beyond Rayne over wide prairies with an average elevation near 35
feet. Three miles west of Scott siding the Bayou Queue de Tortue
(French, tail of a tortoise) is crossed. Rice fields soon begin to be
conspicuous, especially near Duson, a siding named in honor of a
Canadian refugee settler of early days.
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The village of Rayne is in an important agricultural community,
with its chief interest in rice, which is raised over a wide area in the
Rayne. vicinity. The fields are irrigated by water pumped
Blovation 36 feer,  1rom bayous and wells. The Southern Pacific Rail-
Populstion3,70.  road here crosses a branch of the Texas & Pacific
New Orleans 160miles. B ojlway which connects Opelousas and Crowley.

Crowley, the parish seat of Acadia Parish, is now the center of the
great rice industry of southwestern Louisiana. About three-fourths

of the area of the parish is in rice, which is irrigated
Crowley. by 300 miles of canals and water from 125 wells.
gﬁ;l;ﬁﬁfgﬁt The principal supply of underground water here is
New Orleans 168 miles, found about, 300 feet below the surface, and consid-

erable water is also obtained at depths of 17 to 60
feet. One of the large canals is crossed between Rayne and Crowley.
It is claimed by local authorities that one-third of the rice produced
in the United States is raised within 30 miles of Crowley. Acadia
Parish alone produced 16,317,463 bushels of rough rice in 1929
(Fifteenth Census). There are many rice mills where the rice is
cleaned and polished, with an annual production averaging 1,500,000
barrels of 162 pounds, according to the Crowley Chamber of Com-
merce. Rice is milled to cull out broken and small material and
remove the hull and the several thin layers that surround the grain,
a process which robs it of valuable food elements. Most of the rice
to be exported has to be coated with a very thin film of tale in glu-
cose. A large part of it is shipped to Puerto Rico. Rice requires a
generous supply of water, not only for the growth of the rice plant
but to kill weeds that would otherwise choke it. This water is
pumped from wells and bayous and in large amount from the Sabine
River. Many of the canals and ditches that bring the water, some
of them from long distances, are crossed by the railroad. Fortu-
nately, in most seasons there is an abundant water supply, but it is
found that in some bayous strong pumping causes the backing up of
brackish water, which is deleterious. The pumping is done by steam
and electricity, with oil for fuel, and most of the water is supplied by
companies that irrigate their own fields and sell water to others.
Some of the batteries of pumps require from 400 to 800 horsepower.
The fields are crossed by a network of small ditches like furrows,
with low banks to retain the water.

Ordinarily the irrigation of rice costs about one-fifth of the value
of the yield, which is 40 to 50 bushels to an acre. Rice sprouts in
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two or three weeks after planting and soon grows to 8 to 12 inches,
when it is flooded until practically mature.

The extensive cultivation of rice in this region is relatively modern,
dating back to 1894 and 1895, when the first large pumps were intro-
duced near Crowley. The early Acadians planted small areas of rice
along the lowlands and in various dammed areas, but the drainage
of all these tracts was difficult in wet weather, and the crops failed
in dry years.

From Crowley a railroad runs north, serving the rice country as far
as Alexandria.

Just west of Estherwood a wide ditch is crossed which carries

Estherwood. water for the irrigation of the extensive rice fields
Elevation 1034 feet. in the neighborhood. Most of the prairie land is
Population 40.* utilized for this crop, but narrow wooded strips
New Orleans 173 miles.

remain along the streams.
At Midland are branch railroads, one going north to Eunice and
Mamou and the other south to Gueydan and Abbeville. The old
village of Mermentau, with a quaint ancient grave-
Midland. yard on its main street, is built on the east bank of
?l‘;‘ﬁ‘.l‘&’;,,‘ié‘?*' the Mermentau River. This stream, resulting from
New Orleans 176 miles. the confluence of Bayou des Cannes and Bayou
Nezpique, is bordered by swamps in which many
cypress trees remain with their festoons of Spanish moss. It empties
into Lake Arthur, 15 miles south, a famous resort for hunting ducks

Mermentau. and geese and for fishing. There is a local tradition
Elovation 17 fect. that the Ves§els of the pirate Lafitte (see p. 13)
Population 304. made a practice of ascending this river to sell stolen

Orl 181 miles.
New Orleans 181 miles slaves.

Jennings, the parish seat of Jefferson Davis Parish, is a local

headquarters for rice and other agricultural products. Therice crop in

this parish was 4,717,628 bushels in 1929, according to

Jennings. the census returns, which showed also 182,439 bushels

l’f};ﬁg&ﬁﬁfgg of corn and 4,185 bales of cotton. A very special

New Orleans 188 miles, industry is the extensive cultivation of Bermuda or

Easter lilies, which are shipped from this place all

over the United States. The pretty town is built on a low, flat

ridge between the valleys of the Mermentau River and Bayou Chene,
in a region of wide prairies with many rice fields.

Five miles northeast of Jennings is the productive Jennings oil
field, which obtains petroleum from a sharp local doming of the
strata. The derricks are not visible from trains owing to timber
along Bayou Nezpique. They are shown in Plate 5, A. This field
has been described by Barton and Goodrich. It was one of the
earliest oil developments on the Gulf coast, having given its first
manifestation of oil eight months after the strike at Spindletop in
1901. In 1906 the field had & production of more than 9,000,000
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barrels, but finally the amount diminished, and the yield in 1930
was only 527,834 barrels. It is estimated that in all about 40,600,300
barrels has been produced from an area of about 300 acres, which is
a larger production than that of any other field in Louisiana. Some
of the borings found considerable gas. Salt was reached at a depth
of 3,716 feet, but most of the oil was obtained at 1,700 to 2,000
feet. For several years the oil from this field sustained a refinery
at Jennings.

Southwest of Jennings, between the railroad and the Gulf of
Mexico, are noted hunting and fishing grounds with a great variety
of fish and wild fowl.

A short distance beyond Jennings, just before crossing Bayou
Chene, the railroad turns due west, a course which is continued 50
miles to Edgerly, over prairies with an average eleva-
tion of 20 feet. While many parts of the region are
under cultivation for rice, other crops are raised, in-
There are many cattle

Welsh.

Elevation 23 feet.
Population 1,514.
New Orleans 197 miles. cludmg considerable cotton.

in the numerous pastures.

Three miles west of Welsh there is another low local dome, known
as the Welsh oil field, the derricks of which are mostly about a mile
north of the railroad. About 90 wells have been drilled here, and
some of them yielded a small production for a few years. Much of
the oil was used for lubrication on the locomotives of the Southern
Pacific lines. (Turn to sheet 4.)

Just beyond Welsh the-railroad crosses the east branch of Bayou
Lacassine, the water of which is used to some extent for rice irriga-
tion; the west branch of this stream is crossed just east of Lacassine
siding. A short distance west of that siding there is a small clump
of pines south of the railroad, a sporadic outlier of the great pine
forest that covers a large part of western Louisiana and eastern
Texas. Not far beyond this place the Missouri Pacific Railroad
is crossed.

In this region “pimple mounds” appear in the prairies, and they
become more numerous toward Lake Charles and beyond, though
somewhat scattered. Most of them are less than 3 feet high and
approximately circular. A few of the larger well-formed mounds are
very conspicuous and reach 75 to 100 feet in diameter. Many of
them have been more or less obliterated by cultivation, and some
have been cut by drainage ditches and road grading. They occur

% The subsurface geology (see table,
p- 19) showed clay (Beaumont) to 90
feet; sand (Lissie and Citronelle), 90
to 1,100 feet; clay, mainly Pascagoula
and Hattiesburg(?), 1,100 to 2,800
feet; and sand (Catahoula), 2,800 feet
to an unknown depth. Probably Jack-

son strata were penetrated in the
deeper holes, several of which were
from 7,294 to 7,447 feet deep. One
dry hole 8,903 feet deep was aban-
doned in hard blue shale regarded by
some geologists as Oligocene.
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at intervals far into eastern Texas and over a wide area in the region
north. Their origin is unknown, although many theories have been
advanced to account for them.

The city of Lake Charles is attractively located on the wooded
shores of Lake Charles, a broad expansion of the Calcasieu River,

one of the principal streams of southwestern Louisi-

ana (formerly called the Rio Hondo). The name
Elevation 16 feet.  (Ca]casieu is derived from that of an Indian tribe
Population 15,791, . . . .
New Orleans 220miles. Which once occupied the region and is now repre-

sented by a few descendants living in the northern
part of Caleasieu Parish. This river, which is crossed west of the
town, was the resort of slavers in the early days when the region
west to the Sabine River was neutral territory between Mexico
and the United States. The name of the city is taken from the
lake, which was named for Joseph Charles, an old settler. This city
is the farthest inland of the Gulf ports, being 75 miles from the coast,
with which it is connected by a 30-foot channel dredged through the
river, Calcasieu Lake, and Calcasieu Pass, at the joint expense of
the parish and the United States. This channel has no tide and
no locks. The harbor basin has accommodations for all classes of
ocean vessels, by which it ships more rice than any other port in this
country. One of the three large mills in the city manufactures
cellulose from rice hulls and is said to be the only plant of its kind
in the world. Considerable cotton is raised near by, and lumbering
is an important industry.

In the marshlands of Cameron Parish, south of Lake Charles, are
two isolated domes, the Hackberry and the East Hackberry, which
produce a large amount of petroleum. The latter was discovered in
1926 by means of seismograph survey in a region where there are
no surface indications of geologic structure. The oil is derived largely
from sand of Miocene age ® at a depth of 3,900 feet, but oil is also
produced from sand over the ‘‘cap rock,” which lies about 2,955 feet
below the surface. One 6,995-foot hole is in shale of supposed Jack-
son (Eocene) age. From 1927 to the end of 1930 a little more than
4,000,000 barrels of oil was produced from 50 wells in this district,
according to the United States Bureau of Mines.

Lake Charles is about at the eastern margin of the great pine belt
which extends westward to and beyond Beaumont, Tex., and far to the

Lake Charles.

20 The subsurface geology of this part
of Louisiana as revealed by borings is as
follows: Recent marsh deposits of much
sand and clay, about 50 feet; sand and
gravel of the Beaumont formation (350
feet) and Lissie formation (650 feet);
a thick succession of blue sandy silt,
blue and gray silty sand, clay, blue-
green shale, and some clean sand,

mostly fine grained, representing the
Pliocene and Miocene, 5,000 feet or
more; older Tertiary gray silty sand,
sandy shale, and hard gray shale, 500
feet or more. These beds are under-
lain by heavy shale believed to be of
Jackson age. (Bauernschmidt.) (See
also table, p. 19.)
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north; for much of the distance between these two places the railroad
skirts its southern border. Originally there were large forests of fine
timber in this region, but much of the pine has been cut.

In the great marshes between Calcasieu and Sabine Lakes, south-
west of Lake Charles, is a muskrat “ranch,” 29 miles long by 14
miles wide, comprising 170,000 acres and having 70 miles of canals.
Here a large number of pelts of this animal are obtained every year.
The region is also famous for hunting and fishing. Water hyacinths
grow in picturesque abundance in its many ponds and bayous.

NW.

Sea
level

Marsh

//N’N' NI
jSulphu (/]
™

FIGURE 2,~Section across dome near Sulphur, La. After Kelly

To most persons it may be surprising to learn that our largest sup-
plies of sulphur have been found under the smooth, low prairies of
southwestern Louisiana and eastern Texas. One
mine that was a very large producer for many years
was 2% miles northwest of Sulphur and only a short
distance north of the Southern Pacific tracks. The
total production here exceeded 10,000,000 tons and
had a gross value of more than $150,000,000 (Kelly). The sulphur
is now exhausted. The mineral occurred in the anhydrite cap of a
circular, flat-topped salt dome of small extent, 75 acres in all, where it
had accumulated through chemical reaction for a very long period.
The relations are shown in Figure 2.2 The sulphur was discovered in

Sulphur.

Elevation 19 feet.
Population 1,888.
New Orleans 230 miles.

21 The overlying material consists of
about 250 feet of yellow and red clay
alternating with sandy clay and sand
(Beaumont clay) and gravel (Citronelle
formation) to the cap rock. The sul-
phur is thought to have been derived

from the reduction of the ecalcium
sulphate of the anhydrite, an origin
indicated by the fact that the volume of
sulphur and limestone (calcium carbon-
ate) was found to increase in proportion
to the decrease in calcium sulphate.
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a 1,230-foot boring for petroleum, of which a small surface seep had
long been known, the black ooze being used by early settlers for axle
grease. The first attempts at mining were made by a French com-
pany, which planned to use a huge iron caisson shipped in sections
from France, but the enterprise failed after the expenditure of nearly a
million dollars. One of the rings of this caisson still lies on the bank
of the Calcasieu River, with a pine tree 2 feet in diameter growing
through it. After several other vain attempts to mine the sulphur,
‘the Frasch process 2 was developed in 1903 ; by this process the sulphur
was melted in place by steam, pumped to the surface in liquid form,
and stored in great vats until needed. (See pl. 6, B.) In this way the
sulphur accumulated in solid blocks 1,000 feet long, 500 feet wide, and
50 feet high, from which it was easily broken for shipment. Since
1919 the great deposits of sulphur at Gulf, New Gulf, and other places
in Texas have become the chief source of our commercial supply, with
reserves of many millions of tons. Recent drilling on the Sulphur
dome has developed an oil field which in 1930 had a production of
1,351,195 barrels from 33 wells.?®
There are extensive rice fields interspersed with swamps and
forests about Sulphur and in the region west, notably about Edgerly
and Vinton.
Just south of Edgerly conspicuous oil derricks mark the occurrence
of petroleum in another structural dome under the level lands of the
region. Strong surface indications of gas and oil at
this place were noted at an early time, but drilling did
i‘;{‘)‘;‘:ﬁi‘gﬂﬁéﬁ“ not begin until 1907. The first holes were not success-
New Orleans 238 mites. f0l, but after repeated attempts considerable oil was
obtained at depths of 2,300 to 3,100 feet from beds of
supposed Pliocene age. Salt found at a depth of 4,000 feet shows that
a salt dome is present far underground. The oil is heavy (19° to
22%° Baumé) and when refined makes a fine lubricating oil (Minor).
The field reached its peak production of 1,688,862 barrels in 1915;
there has been a great decrease in recent years, the production in 1930
being only 142,380 barrels.

Edgerly.

2 This ingenious method of obtaining
sulphur from deep underground deposits
was perfected by Hermann Frasch in
1891 after many years of experimenta-
tion. A hole is drilled deep into the
deposit, which is mostly a mass of
honeycombed limestone filled with
sulphur. Into the hole three concen-
tric pipes are placed with perforations
at their ends; through the outside pipe
superheated steam (300°) is supplied,
which melts the sulphur. The central

and somewhat longer pipe conveys hot
compressed air, which so lightens the
liquefied sulphur that it is forced to the
surface by the combined air and steam
and water pressure. The heat of the
steam and water in the outer column
and in jacketed pipes on the surface
keeps the sulphur melted while it is
conveyed to vats built up with wooden
walls to the requisite height.

2 South Louisiana Oil Scouts Assoc.
Bull. 1, 1930,
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A. OIL FIELD NEAR JENNINGS, LA., IN 1928
Total production more than 40,000,000 barrels from 504 wells.

B. PART OF GALVESTON, TEX.

General view from an airplane. Shows the sea wall.
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A. COTTON READY FOR SHIPMENT, GALVESTON, TEX.
19,000 bales.

B. BLOCK OF SULPHUR AT NEW GULF, TEX.
Ready to be broken up for shipment.
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About 3% miles southwest of Vinton is a typical Gulf coast salt
dome yielding petroleum, the first dome discovered with oil on its
flanks. The dome makes a low mound at the surface
Vinton. with a lake in the center and has a salt core about a
Elovation 16 feet. mjle in diameter. It was looked upon as a likely
Population 1,989. . . .
New Orleans 243 miles, Source of petroleum, especially as it had oil and gas
seepages on its summit, and some oil had been
obtained in shallow wells near by. Drilling began in 1901, resulting
in finding traces of oil, but it was not until 1910 that a large produc-
tion was developed; in the next few months more than 2,000,000
barrels of oil were produced. Production declined later, and now it
is confined to some old wells, which are pumped. The total produc-
tion to the end of 1930 was 34,317,000 barrels from an area of 150
acres, mostly from a depth of 2,200 to 2,300 feet.? The salt lies at a
depth of 925 feet, with a 500-foot cover of ‘“‘cap rock” limestone.
The deeper borings penetrate the Jackson (Eocene), with the Oligocene
pinched out by the salt on the west and southwest sides of the dome.
The oil ranges in gravity from 19° to 37° Baumé, the latter coming
from a sand at 3,385 feet. The producing sands are regarded as
Miocene and possibly Oligocene. (Thompson and Eichelberger.)
From Vinton the railroad follows the crest of a long low ridge south-
westward to Toomey, where it curves to the west to cross the Sabine
River. For nearly 200 miles this river is the boundary line between
Louisiana and Texas; it empties into Sabine Lake 8 miles below
Orange. North of the railroad crossing the river is navigated only by
small craft, but many logs are floated down it, and the water volume
is large in times of freshet.. No precise survey has yet been made of
its tortuous course, most parts of which are bordered by swamps.
Much of its water is pumped, for the irrigation of rice fields.
After crossing the Sabine River into Texas the railroad makes a
great curve to the south.
The State of Texas is the largest of the United States, measuring
772 miles from east to west and 723 miles from north to south. It
has an area of 265,896 square miles, or 7.2 per cent of
Texas. the United States. . It is larger than France and than
the States of Pennsylvania, New York, Ohio, Virginia,
and all of New England combined. A diagonal across the State from
Texline to Brownsville is 1,107 miles long, and the length along the
Southern Pacific Railroad across the State is 940 miles. The Rio
Grande is its southwestern boundary for nearly 800 miles, and there
is 400 miles of shore line along the Gulf of Mexico.
The population in 1930 was 5,824,715, or nearly as much as that
of Massachusetts and Connecticut combined, an increase of about
25 per cent in 10 years. In 1836 the Anglo-American population of

% South Louisiana Oil Scouts Assoec. Bull. 1, 1930,
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Texas was probably less than 30,000. Ten years later it was 100,000,
with 35,000 slaves. The density of population is now 22.2 to the square
mile. The largest city is Houston, with a population of 292,352, and
the other large cities in order of size are Dallas, San Antonio, Fort
Worth, and El Paso. The population includes about 20 per cent of
persons regarded as ‘““Mexican,” most of whom live in the southern
part of the State, and every season many laborers come from Mexico
to assist in harvesting cotton and other crops.

Texas has vast agricultural interests, for, according to the census
reports for 1930, nearly 75 per cent of its land area is in farms or
ranches, which, with buildings and machinery, are valued at
$3,779,593,795. Among the principal items of production in 1929
were rice, 5,158,544 bushels (from 105,616 acres); hay, 650,992 tons;
and cotton, 3,793,392 bales (500 pounds each), or 40 per cent of the
cotton produced in the United States. In 1926, a record year, the
cotton crop was 5,620,831 bales. In 1929 vegetables valued at
$14,125,151 were produced, and grains other than rice 217,000,000
bushels. The aggregate value of agricultural products in 1929 was
more than $1,000,000,000. The production of grapefruit in 1929 was
997,551 boxes, but as yet only one-third of the trees are productive.
Although most of the great ranches of former days have been sub-
divided, the number of cattle in the State in 1930 was 6,602,702 head,
and of sheep and goats, 10,163,655 head.®® In 1929 the wool and mo-
hair clip was 50,302,601 pounds, valued at $16,636,096; 4,726,363
pounds of honey was produced; the fig crop was 8,425,468 pounds;
peanuts, 2,290,000 bushels; and pecans, many of them from cultivated
trees, 9,588,376 pounds. Pecan trees, some of them 3 feet in diameter,
grow wild in most parts of central and eastern Texas. According to
the Texas Almanac, Texas ranks seventh among the States in lumber
production, with a cut of 42,000,000,000 board feet in 1910-1930, not
counting poles, posts, ties, and unrecorded wood for local use.

Texas leads in sulphur production, having shipped in 1930, accord-
ing to the United States Bureau of Mines, 3,372,338 tons, valued at
$30,841,065, or between 80 and 90 per cent of the world output and
97 per cent of the output of the United States. This mineral comes
from the Gulf coast region not far west and southwest of Houston.
The petroleum output was 296,876,000 barrels in 1929 and 290,457,000
barrels in 1930, and a large amount of natural gas was utilized. Much
of the petroleum is produced in the portion of the Gulf coast region
traversed by the Southern Pacific Railroad. Extensive deposits of
lignite occur, also some bituminous coal, of which in all about 1,000,000
tons is mined annually. The cannel coal of Santo Tomas, in Webb

% Many of the goats are Angoras, | The first ones were introduced in 1849,
which yield a clip of 3 to 8 pounds each, | a gift from the Sultan of Turkey.
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County, is, according to Ashley,?” the largest body of cannel coal
of bituminous rank in the United States. A large percentage of
the product is used at Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio. Counsider-
able iron ore is available, and there are many minor mineral deposits
of value. Helium from bore holes near Amarillo is an important
product, and potash exists in the northwestern part of the State.

According to the Texas Almanac, Texas is second only to New York
in the value of exported materials originating in the State, which in
1929 had a value of $657,559,600. The total exports, of which about
two-thirds were shipped from Galveston, were valued at $834,000,000.

When Texas was admitted to the Union it retained its public lands,
which, with the exception of large areas reserved for the benefit of
the State university and schools, have since been disposed of. Many
square miles were donated to aid railroad construction, and the last
3,000,000 acres in the ‘“Panhandle” defrayed the cost of the construc-
tion of the State capitol. A large revenue has come to the State
university from the discovery and production of petroleum on the
university lands. Texas public lands were divided into areas of var-
ious sizes and shapes, some of them in units of 1 square mile, called
sections and many of them in irregular areas mostly measured in
varas.?

With its great area and variation in elevation, Texas presents many
differences in climate, ranging from semitropical in the lowlands at
the south to temperate in the highlands at the west. The rainfall is
heaviest in the eastern part of the State, where the mean annual pre-
cipitation exceeds 50 inches. (See pl. 1.) There is a gradual diminu-
tion westward along the Southern Pacific line to 30 inches near the
longitude of San Antonio, 20 inches near longitude 101°, and from
10 to 20 inches in most of the western part of the State, some por-
tions of which are decidedly arid. The rain in eastern Texas comes
largely from the Gulf of Mexico and falls most abundantly in the
winter; that in the western part falls mostly in heavy showers in
summer. Most of the country south of the latitude of San Antonio
has a mean annual temperature of 70° or more, approaching 75°
in the southern counties. In the high plains region the mean annual
temperature is in 