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GEOPHYSICALABSTRACTS 143, 0CTOBER-DECEMBER, 1950

By Mary C. Raserrr and S. T, VESSFLOWSKY

INTRODUCTION

Geophysical Abstracts are prepared by the Geophysics Branch of the
Geological Survey, United States Department of the Interior, as an
aid to those engaged in geophysical research and exploration.
Periodicals, books, and patents are regularly searched for material
dealing with geophysical exploration and with basic earth physics as
represented by the fields of gravity, magnetism, electricity, seismology,
radioactivity, and heat.

Abstracts in this issue have been grouped in three sections dealing
with earth physics, exploration geophysics, and patents. The first
section has been further divided into sections on gravity, magnetism,
seismology, electricity, radioactivity, heat, volecanology, tectonophysics
and the internal constitution of the earth. The section on exploration
geophysics covers gravimetric, magnetic, seismic, electric, and radio-
active methods, well logging, and technical aids. Within each group
the order of the abstracts is as follows: general papers, bibliographies,
and reviews; theory; instruments; methods and techniques;
observations.

As many readers may not have ready access to the source material,
an effort is made to include all significant new material in these ab-
stracts. Where geographic names quoted differ from the decisions of
the United States Board on Geographical Names, the latter are added
in brackets.

Geophysical Abstracts 1-86 and 112-127 were issued as Informa-
tion Circulars by the Bureau of Mines, and 87-111 were issued as
Bulletins of the Geological Survey. Beginning with 128, Geophysical
Abstracts are published as Bulletins of the Geological Survey.

All Geophysical Abstracts published as Information Circulars are
now out of print. Geophysical Abstracts issued as Bulletins of the
Geological Survey (except Nos. 87 and 88 which are out of print)
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may be purchased as single copies or by subscription from the Super-
intendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington 25,
D. C. For subscription, the Superintendent will accept a deposit of
$5 in payment for subsequent issues. When this fund is near deple-
tion, the subscriber will be notified. The deposit may. also be used
to purchase any other publication from the Superintendent of
Documents.

Acknowledgmenis.—Special thanks are due James R. Balsley, Jr.,
David F. Barnes, Gordon D. Bath, William J. Dempsey, Roland G.
Henderson, H. R. Joesting, Jack L. Meuschke, Irwin Roman, Nancy
Ann Smead, and Isidore Zietz who have prepared the abstracts signed
JJRB,D.F.B,G.D.B,W.J.D,R.G.H,H.R. J, J. L. M,,
LR,N. A.S,and L. Z, , ,



EARTH PHYSICS
GRAVITY

12840. Sergeev, M. N. Potential produced by an elliptic lamina of negligible
thickness [in Russian]: TSentral’nyi nauchno-issledov. Inst. geodezii,
aeros”emkiikartografii, Trudy, no. 51, pp. 112-116, 1948,

A new method of solution for the value of Newton’s potential in points lying
-on the central perpendicular to the elliptic lamina is given in a form more con-
venient for application. This problem was previously solved by Riemann who
treated the membrane as a limiting case of a triaxial ellipsoid of a very small
height, Reimann’s solution being given in the form of elliptic integrals of the
first and the third kind.—8. 7. V.

12341, Jidice, Anténio. La determination de la pesanteur normale en géodesie
[The determination of normal gravity in geodesy] : Geofis. Pura e Appl.,
v. 16, fasc. 1-2, pp. 7-12, 1950.

The usual method of determining the reference ellipsoid by dividing the sphere
‘into’ curvilinear rectangles, forming the average value of the gravity anomalies
-obtained at the points inside of any rectangle and forming a series of spherical
functions with a number of terms corresponding to the desired precision, is
reviewed, It is concluded that this procedure is fully justifiable and insures
the necessary accuracy of the results.—S. 7. V.

12342, Jadice, Anténio. A problema da figura da terra [The problem of the
figure of the earth]: Sindicato Nacional dos Engenheiros Gedgrafas
Publicactes, Ser. 1, no. 1, 121 pp., 1950.

A critical analysis is made of the methods for determining the figure of the
«arth from gravitational measurements. The study is theoretical in its approach.

The theory of Pizzetti-Somagliana is formulated and proven, as the following
‘theorem: if a volume of mass endowed with gravitational property, rotating
with a known angular velocity, is bounded by an equipotential surface, the
;gravitational potential created by the mass in the exterior space is uniquely
-determined and is independent of the inner structure of the mass. In the deriva-
tion of this theorem, a development in series of épherical functions is employed.
“The formula of Stokes is discussed and different methods used in reduction of
:gravimetric observations, such as reduction in free air, reduction by suppressing
.masses exterior to geoid—the Bouguer generalized method, suppressing exterior
‘masses while simultaneously assuming the volumes of oceans fitted to a density
-equal to that of the earth’s crust, the method of Helmert, and the method of
Rudzki.

The method of the determination of the geoid best fitted to observations and
the formula of Burns is also presented. The methods of the determination of
the reference ellipsoid are discussed,—§, 7. V.. :
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12343. Takeuchi, Hitoshi. On the earth tide of the compressible earth of vari-
able density and elasticity: Am, Geophys. Union Trans., v. 31, no. 5,
pt. 1, pp. 651-689, 1950,

A theoretical study of earth tides is presented in which several earth models
with internal constitutions inferred from recent seismological studies are em-
ployed. The equations of motion of a material point in an initially stressed,
self-gravitational earth, together with the Poisson equation form the funda-
mental differential equations of the investigation. The numerical integration is
carried out in detail for elastic deformation by tidal action under various
hypotheses as to elasticity and density distributions.

The values of Love numbers, ¥ and h, and Lambert’s number, 1, calculated
for the model earth agree quite well with those obtained from observations on
earth tides. It is concluded that the static elastic constants determined by the
study of earth tides can be regarded as the same as the dynamic elastic con-
stants determined by seismologic studies. The largest value for the rigidity of
core compatible with the observations is believed to be 10° to 10” c.g.s. units.—
R.G. H.

12344, Magnitskii, V. A. Reductions of the gravity force [in Russian]:
TSentral'nyi nauchno-issledov. Inst. geodezii, aeros’emki i karto- '
. grafii, Trudy, no. 51, pp. 46-61, 1948,

Reductions of gravity measurements important in the studies of the structure
of the earth’s crust are considered. In such problems, the Fayé reduction is
of no use because it results simply in displacing downward all disturbing masses
without changing the general gravitational pattern. The same is true of the
Poincaré-Pray reduction. The topographic reduction, as applied by Hayford
and Bowie, has the advantage of eliminating the gravitational effect of external
relief, but it is affected by the unavoidable assumption of ground density, never
exactly known. Another drawback is that it displaces disturbing masses
downward through distances varying from point to point. Various isostatic
reductions represent an approach to a geological reduction. They are useful
in separating the influence of remote masses from local ones; In this process,
it is important to take into account the geologic history of the region, often
using information from seismologic and other sources.

Formulas are determined for the effect of masses, composing the external
rélief features, for masses distributed at great distances, vertical or horizontal,
and for masses lying in the vicihity of the station, the most interesting to the
geologist. '

Use of sea level as the basic surface for the reductions is not important.
Any confocal ellipsoid containing the same mass, can be used as a base surface,

‘ producing the same external effect.

Formu}as are also derived for the anomalies of a region as a function of the
heights of the corresponding geoid and as functions of the deviations of the
plumb line—S. 7. V. '

12345, Evseev, 8. V. Reduction of gravity force in mountainous regions [in

Russian]: fSentral’nyi nauchno-issledov. Inst. geodezii, aeros”’emki i
kartografii, Trudy, no. 51, pp. 83-111, 1950.

The author points out the scientific and practical .advantages of isostatic re-
ductions, as compared with others such as the Fayé, Bouguer, or topographie
reductions, but he also shows the necessity of applying to every geophysically



GRAVITY S T 915

isolated region its own, specifically modified, isostatic redué¢tion. This modi-
‘fication should be made in accordance with the known or assumed distribution
and density of underground masses, thickness of sialic layer, and similar fea-
tures. The Caucasus has never been investigated in this way. The author
analyzes his own computation methods and those of Hayford-Pratt; Heiskanen,
who previously investigated a portion of the Caucasus; Vening-Meinesz, ard
emphasizes that the boundary of the regional eompensation, other data, are
to be tentatively chosen.

One hundred gravitational stations, between 41° and 44° N. latitude were
selected, thus covering the main Caucasus Mountains. The following isostatic
reductions and anomalies were calculated: local, according to Hayford, with
T=96 km. and density g=0.267 ; local, according to Airy-Heiskanen, with normal
depth T,o=60 km., density x=0.267 and density variation Ap=0.6; regional,
according to Heiskanen, assuming radii of the compensating region as 166.7,
38.9 and 871.1 km.; anomaly, using the Vening-Meinesz reduction. The small-
est standard deviation was found for the regional reduction with the radius of
871.1 km. This radius alse gave good reductions for the various stations as
far as their independence from the respective altitudes is concerned. The results
are presented in tables and on a map showing the isostatic anomalies of the
region.,

The necessity of isostatic reductions is indicated in the establishment of the
formula for the standard gravity force, when using Stokes’ formula, and in
cases of interpolation or extrapolation of the gravity values to points where no
gravitational determinations were made. In mountainous countries these points
are always the inaccessible peaks of the mountains.—=S. 7. V.

12346. Melchior, P. J. Sur l'influence de la loi de répartition des densités &
I'intérieur de la terre dans les variations lunisolaires de la gravité en
un point. [On the influence of the distribution of density in earth’s
interior on the lunisolar variations of gravity at a point]: Geofis,
Pura e Appl, v. 16, fasc. 3-4, pp. 105-116, 1950.

Observations of lunar and solar variations of gravity at various points of the
earth show that it is necessary to distinguish three different controlling factors:
the gravitational effect of the two celestial bodies determined by Newton’s law
and changing with their position relative to the point of observation, deformation
of the earth, and the variation of the gravitational potential at the point of ob-
servation owing to this deformation. The deformation of the earth is evidently
determined by its rigidity. Love’s equation connecting the rigidity 8§ with &, the
amplitude of the tide in the earth’s crust and with %, the ratio of the variation
of the potential owing to deformation to disturbing potential is §=14-2—3/2 k.

Gravity variations are very difficult to observe because of their smallness.
Results obtained by different scientists do not agree among themselves and
with the Love relation. The increase of density toward the center of the earth
increases the effect of elasticity, and the factor § in Love’s equation is related
to the deviations of the plumb line caused by displacement of terrestrial masses.
By assuming four different laws of density variation in the earth’s interior, pro-
posed by Haaleck and Bullen, discrepancies among the different results can be
eliminated and good agreement between computed and observed values obtained.
However, Love’s equation must be considered only as approximation because
other factors such as displacement of the pole also cause gravity variation at a
point of another periodicity.—S. 7'. V.

928615—51——2
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12347. Voit, H. Tber die beste Dimensjonierung des Bifllargravimeters [The
optimum dimensions of the bifilar gravimeter]: Geofis. Pura e Appl,
v. 15, fasc. 1-2, pp. 90-110, 1949,

To determine the optimum conditions controlling the operatien of the gravi-
meter, equations are derived determining its sensitivity as the function of dif-
ferent constants of the instrument. From the analytical expression of the
‘sengsitivity, optimum conditions are determined in terms of the dimensions and
properties of different members. This is followed by the determination of
mechanical stresses produced in the springs which should be reduced as much
as possible to avoid permanent deformations, inevitably causing the drift of
the zero point. The sensitivity of the gravimeter is estimated as 1 mm. de-
flection for gravity variation of 5.116X10"g. Such sensitivity should be suf-
ficient to make noticeable the influence of the tides on the gravity force. Tem-
perature inside the instrument housing must remain constant within *+=10-*° C,
but this condition can be attained by the use of sufficient thermal insulation and
by thermostatic heating.—8. 7. V.

12348. Tsuboi, Chuji. Thickness of the isostatic earth’s crust in various parts
of the United States of America: Tokyo Univ., Geophys. Inst., Geophys.
Notes, v. 3, no. 5, 37 pp., 1950.

The thickness of the isostatic earth’s crust in the United States has been de-
termined as approximately 120 km. if the Pratt bhypothesis is adopted and about
60 km if Airy hypothesis of isostasy is assumed. Because it can be proved
mathematically that the underground mass distribution conforming to the Pratt
hypothesis of isostasy with depth of compensation D produces the same gravity
field on the earth’s surface as does that conforming to the Airy hypothesis with
the crustal thickness D/2, there can be no preference so far as gravity data alone
are concerned.

In most determinations of the thickness of the isostatic earth’s erust, the
thickness is assumed uniform throughout the area in question. In the present
study the attempt is made to determine whether or not the thickness of the crust,
according to Airy’s hypothesis, is uniform throughout the United States by using
the harmonic-series method of the writer in which the thickness of the crust
can be found directly from the Bouguer anomalies and topography. The con-
clusions may be applied to Pratt hypothesis as well.

The usual method for determining the thickness @ of the crust is to find the
value which will make the sum of squares of the isostatic anomalies calculated
for that d a minimum. The alternative is to find the value ¢ which makes the
squares of the isostatic anomalies integrated over the region in question a
minimum.

The whole area of continental United States can be divided in nine equal
rectangles, with the number of gravity stations in each ranging from 23 to 130.
The most probable values of d for each rectangle range from about 47 te 133 km.,
on the assumption of perfect isostasy.

No comparison of the results obtained from gravitational considerations with
seismologic evidence is possible for the total area of the United States. How-
ever, in the rectangle in the Sierra Nevada where d==47, Chakrabarty and
Richter have caleulated a thickness of 42 km., from seismological observa-
tions.—S. T. V.
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12349. Beer, Michael. Measurements of gravity in the Canadian Arctic and
Greenland : Canadian Jour. Research, Sec. A., v. 28, no. 5, pp. 535-541,
1950,

During the summer of 1948, determinations of gravity were made with the
Dominion Observgtory pendulum apparatus at Goose Bay, Labrador (981.312
gals) ; Thule, Greenland (982.928 gals): Resolute Bay, Cornwallis Island
(982.876 gals) ;. and Frobisher Bay, Baffin Island (982.167 gals). Free air
anomalies are —0.046, —0.003, -4-0.019, and —0.033 milligals respectively and are
similar to Bouguer anomalies because of the low elevation of the stations.
Anomalies at Thule and Resolute Bay are not large enough to indicate any great
departure from isostasy or from theoretical gravity as given-by the International
formula. Anomalies at Goose Bay and Frobisher Bay, though moderately large,
are not larger than many that have been observed in other parts of the country.
Ngrgaard’s determination at Thule is confirmed.—M. 0. R.

12350, Norges Geografiske Oppmilings virksomhet. Beretning 1949 [Norway
Geogr. Survey activity. Annual report for 1949], 42 pp., 1950.

During the year gravimeter measurements were made to tie the Oslo Observa-
tory to the National Physical Laboratory at Teddington, the Rikets Allmanna
Kartverk in Stockholm, and the Geodaetisk Institut of Kgbenhavn. Absolute
gravity determinations were made at Oslo, Kgbenhavn, and Teddington using
pendulum apparatus. Gravimetric measurements were made along several pre-
viously surveyed profiles, establishing eleven first order stations. Precise leveling
has been carried out in different regions of southern Norway over a total length
of 221 km. Norwegian and Swedish geodetic networks were tied by first order
triangulation with 13 Norwegian stations involved. These observations are to be
used in the construction of the European network in accordance with decisions
of the International Geodetic Association, Hxtensive topographic work, covering
some 3,000 sq. km., was done using photogrammetric methods.—&8. 7. V.

12351. Bogdanov, A. A., Gurevich, B. L., and Shereshevskafa, S. fA. Gravity
anomalies and their relation to the principal tectonic elements in the
western regions of the Ukrainian S. 8. R. [in Russian]: Akad. Nauk
SSSR Izv., Ser. geog. i geofiz., v. 14, no. 3, pp. 223-231, 1950.

Gravitational investigations of the eastern portion of the Carpathian Mountains
were begun over fifty years ago. Between 1932 and 1936 determinations of
high precision were made at 42 stations. Since 1947 numerous gravimetrie
determinations have been made. Important data were obtained in 1948 on three
profiles extending across the main ridge of the Carpathian Mountains, along the
lines from Uzhgorod to L’'vov, from Mukachevo to L'vov, and from Solotvin to
Galich. All three gravity profiles are similar and are characterized by large
negative anomalies, with minima (after Bouguer reductions) below the main
ridge of —60 mgal. along the Uzhgorod-L'vov profile and —95 mgal. along the
other two. :

These gravity minima cannot be explained by assuming a lower density of the
upper layers, and it is therefore concluded that the real causes of these anomalies
are the deep displacements of subcrustal masses which took place at the depth of
many tens of kilometers.—S, T. V.
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12352, Cook; A. H. Measuréments of gravity in Ireland: Dublin Fast. for Ad-
vanced Studies, Geophys. Mem. no.:2, pt. 1, 28 pp., 1950.

A detailed report is given of the measurements of gravity made in 1949 in
Cambridge, Dublin, Sligo, Gdalway, and Cork. The instrument used was the
Cambridge pendulum apparatus designed by Sir Gerald Lenox-Conyngham, con-
sisting of two pendulums of period about 1.01 sec. swinging together with equal
amplitude and opposite phase. To reduce damping, the pendulums were enclosed
in containers in which air pressure was reduced to about 30 mm. of mercury.
The pendulums are of invar and have hard steel knife edges resting on agate
planes. The timing arrangements consisted of beams of light reflected from
mirrors on the pendulums and recorded photographically with time marks con-
trolled by the crystal frequency standard, oscillating at 10,000 cycles per second.
The report contains a detailed description of the measurements and calculations
of the errors and corrections.

Dunsink Observatory, about four miles northwest of Dublin, has been chosen
as the base station for Ireland. Its coordinates are 53°23’131'' N. Ilat.,
6°20'16.5"' W. long., elevation 80.8 m. above mean sea level. Differences of
gravity from Cambridge were found by least squares as: Dunsink Observatory,
-+120.84 mgal. #0.56 ; Sligo Courthouse, -}-197.28 mgal. =0.82; Galway University
College, +96.91 mgal. =*0.64; Cork University College, —22,51 mgal. *+0.87.—
S.T.V.

12353. Lejay, Pierre. Xtude gravimétrique des Iles Philippines [Gravimetric
survey of the Philippine Islands], 130 pp., Imprimerie de T'ou-se-we,
Shanghai, 1939.

A gravimetric survey of the Philippine Islands was made in 1938, using two
Holweck-Lejay pendulums. About 190 stations, forming over 20,000 km. of
profiles, were occupied at elevations ranging from sea level to 2,400 m. above
sea level. Significant positive anomalies were found along mountain ridges in
contrast to the findings of a previous survey on the continent of Asia. Results
of the gravity determinations are given in a table and as a map of Bouguer
anomalies—8. 7. V.

12354. Vening Meinesz, F. A. Gravity expeditions at sea 1923-1938: Nether-
lands Geodetic Comm, Pub., v. 4, 233 pp., 1948,

This publication contains the complete results of the gravity expeditions at sea
made by the Netherlands Geodetic Commission up to the year 1938. Data are
included for 844 stations, isostatically reduced according to the Hayford-Bowie
method -and according to the Airy-Heiskanen method, based on the hypothesis
of a floating rigid crust 40 km. thick, and also under the assumption of regional
compensation for crustal thicknesses of 20 and 30 km. ’

Methods of reduction are discussed in relation to views on the constitution
of the upper layer recently formed from a study of gravitational and seis-
mological data. Special chapters are devoted to the results of gravity surveys
in the Indonesian Archipelago, over and near volcanic islands, over the con-
tinental margins, and over the oceans in general. Gravity profiles discussed-in
the text, maps with calculated isostatic anomalies, a geological map con-
structed from these data, and two bathymetric charts are included.—8. 7. V.
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MAGNETISM

12355. Alfvén, Hannes. On the origin.of the terrestrial and solar general
magnetic fleld: Arkiv £f6r Fysik, Band 2, Hiifte 3, p. 221, 1950.

There is good evidence for the assumption that the terrestrial and solar mag-
netic fields are due to internal electric currents. The problem is to devise a
self-exciting electric generator to be made of elements. existing in the interiors
of the earth and sun. ’

A system of whirls in the interior of the earth may give the same effect as
a homopolar inductor which, surrounded by a system of rotating cylinders,
acts as a self-exciting electric genmerator and produces a magnetic field that,
outside the generator, is approximately of dipole type. A simple caleulation
shows that even very slow internal motions are enough to produce a field of
the observed order of magnitude.—N. 4. 8.

12356. Truesdell, C. On the effect of a current of ionized air upon the earth’s
magnetic field: Jour. Geophys. Research, v. 53, no. 3, pp. 247-260, 1950.

An equation governing the perturbation field induced by the motion of a con-
ducting fiuid in a uniform magnetic field is derived and a general solution for
the steady state case is presented. From the study the following facts con-
cerning local magnetic disturbances produced by upper atmospheric winds are
deduced: The first-order perturbation problem is purely magnetic. Any given
component of magnetic perturbation field may be analyzed independently of
the others. 1t is futile to conjecture the nature of the upper atmospheric winds
and the extent of the ionization of the air as an infinite number of different con-
jectures can lead to any one perturbation field. In the static case, each com-
ponent of the perturbation field is a Newtonian potential and hence any static
perturbation field arising from a localized disturbance falls off, according to the
inverse first-power law for large distances. In the static case a definite center
of disturbance and strength of disturbance exist for any given component, and
these may be calculated from magnetic observations at large distances from the-
center.—M. C. R.

12357, Blaha, Friedrich. Uber eine Methode den magnetischen Kraftverlauf
réiumlich sichtbar zu machen [A method of making visible the spatial
pattern of magnetic forces]: Zeitschr. Naturf.,, Band 5a, Heft 4, pp.
233-234 and table 228b., 1950,

The pattern of the magnetic field between pole shoes of arbitrary shape in a
machine or an apparatus may be made visible by a method based on the glow
discharge produced when an appropriate electric voltage difference is applied
under vacuum. Replicas of the pole shoes are prepared, covered with a special
lacquer, and put in a conveniently designed container in the predetermined rela-
tive position. By maintaining vacuum in the container and applying a sufficiently
high voltage difference between the pole shoes, a visible glow discharge can
be produced, representing the pattern of the magnetie field.

Seven different configurations are shown by photographs including two op-
positely directed conical pole shoes, an acorn placed pérpendicular to a plate,
and a sharp point directed into a cavity. The disturbing effect of an extraheous
piece of iron on the original field pattern may also be made visible and reprodueed
on a photograph —8. T. V.
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12358. Kondorskii, E. I. The theory of magnetic properties of conglomerates
and powdered substances [in Russian]: Akad. Nauk SSSR Izv., Ser.
geog. i geofiz., v. 14, no. 4, pp. 294-301, 1950.

In prospecting by magnetic methods it often becomes necessary to determine
magnetic susceptibility of combinations of magnetic and nonmagnetic substances.
‘Empirical formulas used for this purpose are derived only for certain special
«cagses and are often quite-inaccurate. From theoretical analysis of the problem,
taking into account the inner demagnetizing effect of magnetic particles, the
following formula for susceptibility of a mixture is derived:

1/AlW (1—BK)?+2AvK — (1— BK)], where A=8x/3(2--v), B=4x/3(4v—1),

v is the volume concentration of the magnetic substance in the mixture and K
its magnetic susceptibility. The influence of elastic stresses on the magnetic
susceptibility of mixtures is studied and the necessary corrections to the derived
formula are given. This phenomena can be noticed in studying the magnetie
anomalies of different formations in regions of high seismicity.~—g. 7. V.

12359. Tsubokawa, Ietsume. A new type magnetometer: Jour. Geomagnetism
and Geoelectricity, v. 1, no. 1, pp. 10-11, 1950,

A Helmholtz coil is mounted perpendicular to the horizontal and vertical
axis of a theodolite. Within the Helmholtz coil a rotating pick-up coil is set
perpendicular to the axis of the theodolite. The e. m. f. generated in the pick-up
coil is amplified and detected with a magic eye (6G5). Azimuth and dip of the
geomagnetic field are determined by orienting the theodolite in horizontal and
vertical planes for null as indicated by the magic eye. Horizontal intensity is
determined by measuring the horizontal field of the Helmholtz coil necessary
to give a zero reading when the axig of the rotating coil is less than 4° from
vertical. The potential drop across a standard resistance as measured against
a standard cell is used to determine the field of the Helmholtz coil whose con-
stant was determined by comparison with the standard value. Field use on
Shikoku for three months in 1948 demonstrated the practicability of this in-
strument.—W. J. D.

12860. Morelli, Carlo. Nuovi criteri per la sistemazione magnetica [New eri-
teria in magnetic investigations] : Annali Geofis., v. 8, no. 3, pp. 349-355,
1949.

With modern instruments, it is possible to measure D with an accuracy of
+ 0.1’ and H or Z with an accuracy of & 5 gammas, In northern Italy, where
I averages about 62° and H 21,000 gammas, an error of 0.5’ in the measurement
of I involves an error of more than 13 gammas as in Z. This imposes the selec-
tion of H or Z as initial observation data. To increase the final accuracy measure-
ments should be repeated several times. In general, relative measurements,
AD, AH, and AZ give greater accuracy, are easier to make, and are much more
economical.

For a magnetic survey of an area of about 10,000 sq. km., it is suggested that
a certain number of absolute stations of the first order be established some
50 to 150 km. distance apart. These stations are superimposed on a network
of relative stations of the second order of precision, with some 10-20 km. dis-
tance apart, and finally a denser network of relative stations of the third
order. As instruments, portable magnetic 'theodolites for absolute measure-
ments and Schmidf magnetic balance for relative determinations are suggested.
(See also Geophys. Abstract 11030).—8. 7. V.
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12361, Wasserfall, K. F. A study of the secular variation of magnetic elements
based on data for D, I, and H for Oslo, 1820-1948: Jour. Geophys. Re-
search, v. 55, no. 3, pp. 275-299, 1950.

A general view of the secular variation of the more important magnetie ele-
ments may be obtained from annual means of I, H, and D at Dombds, Oslo, Rude
Skov, and Potsdam. The H-curve shows a steady increase of about 13 gammas
per year to about 1908 and then an average decrease of about 22 gammas per
year. The I-curve is more or less parallel to an inverted H-curve, decreasing
1.2’ annually to 1908 and then increasing 1.5’ per year. Besides secular progress,
there is a more or less periodic variation evidently caused by variation of the sun-
spots. There is no indication of an 11-year variation in the D-curve, but appar-
ently an approximate periodic variation with a period of about 70 years. The
secular curve for D moves westward with an average rate of 10.5’ annually to the
turning point about 1910 and then decreases toward the east with an average rate
of 7.1’ per year. Comparison between secular curves for H and the corresponding
curves for I at eleven magnetic stations between geomagnetic latitudes 50° and
60° north show striking similarity.—M. C. R.

12362. Howe, H. H. An anomaly of the magnetic daily variation at Honolulu:
Jour. Geophys. Research, v. 55, no. 3, pp. 271-274, 1950.

The grouping of months customarily used in computing mean daily variations
is not always suitable. Daily variations of H at Honolulu from 1902 to 1936
show both maximum and minimum in the “equinox” group of months.—M. C. R.

12363. Nagata, Takeshi and Akimoto, Syurn’iti. Magnetic transition points of
volcanic rocks: Jour. Geomagnetism and Geoelectricity, v. 2, no. 1, pp.
29-33, 1950.

The thermal change of susceptibility of thirty specimens of voleanic rocks
was measured by a ballistic method in a weak magnetic field, several times as
much as the geomagnetic field. Specimens were heated to about 660° C. and then
cooled to room temperature, the susceptibility being measured every 20° C.
during both heating and cooling processes. The susceptibility of all specimens
becomes apparently zero at about 600° C., but the mode of change with tempera-
ture is not simple. Four general types of changes are recognized : the reversible-
ordinary type, in which the susceptibility increases gradually to 400° C. and
then decreases abruptly, the change in cooling following almost the same curve;
the irreversible-ordinary type, in which the change in heating is similar to the
preceding but the cooling curve differs; and the reversible- and irreversible-
extraordinary types, in which the thermal change of susceptibility is stepwise,
The magnetic-transition points depend on the chemical constitution of the rock.
The ordinary-type change is attributed to magnetite grains containing some
impurities, but the original ferromagnetic mineral in the extraordinary type
could not be identified.—M, C. R.

12364. Rikitake, Tsuneji. Magnetic anomalies and the corresponding magnetic
centres: Jour. Geomagnetism and Geoelectricity, v. 2, no. 1, pt. 1,
pPp. 20-24 ; pt. 2, pp. 25-28, 1950.

A method-is proposed for finding the position, intensity, and direction of an
undergrounhd magnetic dipole from the corresponding vertical intensity anomaly
observed at the earth’s surface. The dipole terms are the most important in
the magnetic anomalies that are due to magnetic matter, the shapes of which
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do not deviate markedly from a sphere. - Application of the method to actual
anomalies gives depths of the magnetic centers that roughly agree with the
centers of the magnetic matter to which the anomalies are due. From an
analysis of the magnetic changes which accompanied the 1940 eruption of Miyake-
jima volcano, it was concluded that the depth of the magnetic center was 2.9 km.,
in good agreement with the conclusions of Takahashi and Hirano that the changes
were equivalent to those which would result if a sphere with center situated at
4 depth of 8 km. lost its susceptibility. In Part 2 the method is extended to
cases in which the magnetic anomalies are given in dip, and the changes in dip
that accompanied the 1935 earthquake are analyzed.—M. C. R.

12365. Nagata, Takeshi, Hirao, Kunio, and Yoshikawa, Haruo. Remanent mag-
netization of “Pleistocene” deposits—Paleomagnetism in Japan: Jour.
Geomagnetism and Geoelectricity, v. 1, no. 2, pp. 52-58, 1949.

The intensity and direction of magnetic polarization in the upper 7 meters
of the Narita bed, a horizontal layer of Pleistocene age, were measured with an
induction-type magnetometer. The direction of magnetic polarization of each
part of the layer is, roughly speaking, not much different from the present geo-
magnetic field although there is some evidence of regular systematic change
with depth. The declination shifts westerly with increasing depth to a maxi-
mum at about 5 meters. Fluctuations in both declination and dip have periods
of approximately 1,500 to 2,000 years (40 to 50 cm.). Examination of the
statistical reliability of the apparent direction of polarization and constitution
of remanent magnetism indicates that the direction of polarization ought to’
agree within a few degrees with the geomagnetic force at the time of deposition
of the material—M. C. R.

12366. Giorgi, Maurizio, Medi, Enrico, and Morelli,. Carlo. Rilievo magnetico
regionale nelle Marche per la istituzione di un Osservatorio Magnetico
Centrale [Regional magnetic survey of the Marche region for the es-
tablishment of an [Italian] Central Magnetic Observatory]: Annali
Geofis, v. 3, no. 2, pp. 143-171, 1950.

The Istituto Nazionale di Geofisica, in planning the erection of a new central
magnetic observatory, has conducted preliminary magnetic surveys of many
regions in central Italy. Extensive regional magnetic anomalies in Italy make
many regions poor sites for a magnetic laboratory. The most promising area was
the region along the Fabriano-Iesi-Falconara Alta railway where, from De-
cember 1949 to March 1950, detailed and very precise magnetic surveys were
made. Three Schmidt magnetic balances were used, one remaining at the
base observatory. The average precision of the readings was better than +5
gammas. More than 400 stations were occupied. The results of the survey show
that the selected region is well adapted for the erection of the magnetic
observatory.

The report contains numerous tables, readings made at 170 stations, determi-
nations of the average errors, graphs of transient variation of the magnetic
vector, and maps. The procedures and methods followed in the survey were
based on the results of the special study by C. Morelli.' (See Geophys. Abstract
12360.y—S8. 7. V.
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12367. Koshikawa, Yoshiaki. Magnetic survey in the area of topographical
deformation of Volcano Usu: Tokyo Univ. Earthquake Research Inst.
Bull, v. 27, pts. 1-4, pp. 21-25, 1949.

A magnetic survey was made with a Schmidt-type Askania approximately
two months before the June 1944 eruption and two months after the upheaval
of the ground at the eastern foot of the volcano. Measurements of the relative
intensity of the vertical component were made at 100 stations over a 7T-kilometer
distance along a north to south road. The magnetic profile showed positive
anomalies in the upheaval areas, and a sharp negative in a mineral spring zone.
It is concluded that basic rock such as the somma lava, which lies at a depth of
120 meters, was elevated by active magma.—M. C. R.

12368. Ferraz de Carvalho, Anselmo. Estudos de geologia e de geofisica [Stud-
ies in geology and geophysics], 143 pp., Coimbra Univ. Pub., 1950.

This is a collection of articles and lectures on geological, meteorological, and
geophysical subjects. Included are an analysis of modern conceptions and
bypotheses of volcanism in connection with different geodynamie phenomena,
especially of orogenic nature; the variations of the gravity vector at any point
of the earth’s surface and of oceanic tides caused by the action of the moon and
the suﬁ; seismic phenomena and the methods of their investigation; terrestrial
magnetism, methods of studying geomagnetic phengmena, and periodic and
spontaneous variations of geomagnetic field. Tables of annual means of geomag-
netic vectors, as determined at the Geophysical Institute of the University of
Coimbra for the years 1878-1925 and at the observatory of Lisbon for 1858-1898
are also given.—8. T. V.

SEISMOLOGY

12369. Roberts, E. B. and Ulrich, F. P. Seismological activities of the U. S.
Coast and Geodetic Survey in 1948: Seismol. Soc. America Bull., v. 40,
no. 3, pp. 195-216, 1950.

Activities of the Bureau during 1948 are summarized. Included are tables
of 43 earthquakes in western United States of intensity 5 or greater on the
Mercalli scale; isoseismal maps of the earthquakes of March 11 in northwest
Texas, December 4 in southern California, and December 29 in western Nevada ;
a list of strong-motion records; tiltgrams from Long Beach and Berkele ; and
a seismic probability map for the United States.—M. C. R.

12370. Macelwane, J. B. Jesuit Seismological Association Twenty-fifth An-
ﬁivex;sary Commemorative Volume, 347 pp., St. Louis, 1950.

This volume is divided into three parts: the first, a sketch of the history of
the Association and its Central Station; the second, a series of chapters describ-
ing each of the seismological stations or observatories that have at any time
been members of the Jesuit Seismological Service or the Jesuit Seismological
Association ; and the third, a list of publications by personnel at any time con-
nected with the Jesuit Seismological Association or its member stations.—N. A. S.

12371. Agarwala, K. 8. Studies in seismology in the India Meteorological De-
partment: Jour. Sci. Ind. Research, v. 9, no. 4, pp. 116-118, 1950.

The activities of the India Meteorological Department during the past forty
years are reviewed. At present, seismological observatories are maintained at

928615—51——3
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Colaba, Calcutta, Delhi, and Kodaikanal, and an experimental station at Poona,
chiefly devoted to the design and improvement of instruments. These observa- -
tories are equipped with Milne-Shaw seismographs, supplemented by Omori-
Ewing instruments and several high-magnification Wood-Anderson seismographs.
Plans are being made for setting up a first-class seismological observatory at
Shillong which is in a region of intense seismic activity.—S. 7. V.

12372, Broggi, J. A. Ciclo de conferencias sobre sismologia [A course of lec-
tures on seismology]: Peru Soc. Ing., Inf. y Mem., v. 51, no. 6, pp.
344-347, 1950, '

The Escuela Nacional de Ingenieros has included@ a course of lectures on
gseismology in its curriculum. The program includes fundamental knowledge
of earthquakes ; theory of seismometers and other instruments used in the study
of earthquakes; the effect of seismic shocks on different structures; seismic
methods of exploration for minerals and for investigation of dam gites.—S. 7. V.

12373. Savarenskii, E. F., and Kirnos, D. P. The elements of seismology and
seismometry [in Russian], 344 pp., Gostekhizdat, 1949. (From the
review by E. A. Koridalin in Sov. Kniga, no. 10, pp. 38-41, 1950.)

The book is written in two parts, the first by Savarenskii, on the theory of the
propagation of elastic waves through the earth and the methods of interpretation
of seismic observations; the second by Kirnos, on the organization of seismologi-
cal observations and the theory of instruments.—=S. 7. V.

12374. Valle, P. E. Contributo allo studio delle onde di Love [Contribution to
the study of Love waves]: Annali Geofis,, v. 3, no. 2, pp. 231250, 1950.

By calculating the spectral distribution of the energy associated with a
non-monochromatic Love wave, it is possible to evaluate the intensity at the
surface per unit of energy, as a function of the frequency of the wave.

It is found that the energy shows a maximum for a certain value of the fre-
quency, which decreases as the thickness of the overlying layer increases. At
frequencies higher than those corresponding to this maximum, the energy de-
creases rapidly to zero; at lower frequencies, the energy decreases slowly to a
finite value. The effect of the dissipation of energy is to reduce rapidly the
intensity of high frequencies, thus decreasing, in general, the predominant
frequency as the distance increases.

The passage of Love waves from one layer to another causes a redistribution
of the spectrum of the intensity at the surface. When the wave passes to a
thlcker layer, lower frequencies are amplified and the higher frequenc1es are re-
duced. The reverse takes place in the transition to a thinner layer. (See
also Geophys. Abstract 12173.)—S. T. V.

12375. Gassmann, Fritz, and Weber, Max. Krystallbeschleunigungswesser des
Institut fiir Geophysik der ETH [The crystal accelerometer of the
Institute for Geophysics of the Federal Technical High School]:
Schweizer. naturf. Gesell. Verh., 129 Versammlung, pp. 105-107, 1949,

An accelerometer for use in studying industrial vibrations and in seismie
surveys has been developed and constructed by the Institut fiir Geophysik in
Ziirich. The principal element is a crystal of Rochelle (Seignette) salt which
generates an electromotive force under the bending action of inertia forces
caused by the acceleration to which it is exposed. This electromotive force is
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amplified and measured by an indicator consisting of a similar crystal sensible
to torsion provided with a minute mirror, making it possible to record the vibra-
tions photographically.

The sensitivity of the instrument may be as high as 0.05 mm./sec.? per 1 mm.
of the scale. In the frequency range of 1 to 400 c.p.s. the error of the reading
is less than 1 percent and the phase displacement is less than 6°. The magnifi-
cation is 8X10* for 10 c.p.s. and 8X10°® for 100 c.p.s. The speed of the recording
paper may be as much as 3 m./sec.

The equipment has been repeatedly tested in the field, in measuring vibra-
tions of the buildings, paved streets, bridges, and in seismic investigations
of dam sites and similar applications.—S. T. V.

12376. Sulkowski, E. I. The University of Pittsburgh pen-and-ink recording
seismograph: Seismol. Soc. America Bull, v. 40, no. 3, pp. 165-168,
1950.

A system for pen-and-ink recording of the output of a seismometer, such as the
‘Wenner, is described. The light beam is reflected from the galvanometer to an
R. C. A, 1P21 phototube placed horizontally in the path of the reflection. A Gen-
eral Electric type C. E. photoelectric recorder is used to transform the output of
the 1P21 tube into pen-and-ink recording. Standard recording drums may be
used.—M. C. R.

12377. Volk, J. A. The photoelectric seismograph: Seismol. Soc. America Bull.,
v. 40, no. 3, pp. 169-173, 1950.

A visual-recording seismograph, using a photoelectric cell in conjunction with
the standard photographic method, has been developed at St. Louis University.
A standard 6-volt exciter lamp is used as a light source and the light beam is
focused in a V-shaped light wedge after being reflected from the galvanometer
mirror. The modulated light beam is received by a type 918 photoelectric cell.
Pulses from the photoelectric cell are amplified by means of a standard AF ampli-
fier with linear response from 100 to 1,000 c.p.s. Type 5693 and 6F6 tubes in
pentode connection are used in a resistance-coupled amplifier to provide sufficient
gain and output, after rectification by a germanium crystal, to drive a standard
0-5 MA ink recorder.—M. C. R.

12378, Nasu, Nobuji. Strong motion vibrograph: Tokyo Univ. Earthquakel Re-
search Inst. Bull., v. 25, pts. 1-4, pp. 57-60, 1947.

A three-component mechanical seismograph has been designed for measuring
strong vibrations such as those of bridges or railway banks resulting from the
passage of trains, Horizontal components are inverted pendulums. The movable
part of the vertical component is suspended by a pair of helical springs, the lower
ends of which are hooked to the pendulum bob. Periods of all components are
0.4 second, and air damping is used. Magnification is seven.—M. C. R.

12379. Tkegami, Ryohei. A nomogram for magnification of seismometer: Tokyo
Univ. Earthquake Research Inst. Bull,, v. 26, pts. 1-4, pp. 55-56, 1948.

A nomogram is given for determination of true amplitude of ground motion
when the constants of the seismometer and recorded amplitude and period are
known.—M. C. R.
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12380. Volk, J. A. Microseismic arc light timer: Electronics, v. 23, no. 5, pp.
190-196, 1950. St. Louis Univ. Inst. Technology Pub. no. 45.

A timing marker which makes use of an arc light tube in conjunction with the
usual tuning-fork oscillator is described. A circuit diagram is given—M. C. R.

12381. Rothlisberger, Hans., Messung der Geschwindigkeit elastischer Wellen in
Sandstein [Measurement of the velocity of elastic waves in sandstone] :
Schweizer. naturf. Gesell. Verh., 129 Versammlung, pp. 107-109, 1949,

The velocity of propagation of seismic waves in different rocks of the Swiss
Alps was measured using the accelerometer designed by the Institut fiir
Geophysik. (See Geophys. Abstract 12375.) At the same time elastic properties
and densities were measured in a laboratory.

In the field, explosions of about 40 kg. gum dynamite were electrically produced
and recorded. The time of arrival of the first wave was determined at distances
greater than 5 meters from the shot point. The accuracy of time recording was
about 0.1 millisecond. Determinations of the velocity were made in sandstones
that varied slightly in water content, color and other properties. Velocities in
general ranged from 2.0 to 2.5 km./sec. with a velocity of 3.075 km./sec. in one
place. Where ié was possible to determine the time of arrival of the transverse
wave, Poisson’s ratio was found to be 0.2582:0.005.

In the laboratory, the measurements were made on sandstone samples of
4 x 4 x 80 cm., which were excited to vibrations after they had been clamped in a
vise at one end. The computed values of the velocity were always lower than
those found in the field even though corrections for three dimensional stress
conditions were taken into account. The causes of these discrepancies are
not clear.—S. 7. V.

12382, West, S. S. Dependence of seismic wave velocity upon depth and lith-
ology : Geophysics, v. 15, no. 4, pp. 663-662, 1950.

Relatively pure clastic sediments have interval velocities given quite closely
by the general formula v=vo (14-c2/vo'), where vo is a constant characteristie
of the rock and ¢ is 3.3 km.?/sec'. From this equation can be determined a func-
tion v'=9.5 ¢z which defines the minimum possible velocity at a given depth and
the maximum depth at which a given velocity can occur. An upper limit of
velocity is given by data on limestones and by refraction measurements from
8 to 50 km. The limiting curves converge near 150 km. depth toward the func-
tion v*=180z which holds from 200 km. to the boundary of the core at 2,900 km.

It is suggested that velocity increases with decrease of porosity. The lower
limit of velocity may correspond to the maximum porosity permitted by a given
overburden and the upper limit is the velocity attained at zero porosity. Ab-
normal velocity functions may indicate a change of grain size in the sediments
with depth and thus give a clue to migrations of ancient shorelines.—M. C. R.

12383. Kanai, Kiyoshi. On the existence of the M, waves in actual seismic dis-
turbance: Tokyo Univ. Earthquake Research Inst. Bull,, v. 26, pts. 1-4,
pp. 57-60, 1948,

To confirm the existence of M, waves (Rayleigh waves along the boundary
between the layer and subjacent medium), seismograms of two shallow earth-
quakes were analyzed. A phase was identified with minimum group velocity
and period in close agreement with those predicted by theory.—M. O. R.



SEISMOLOGY - 227

12384. Caloi, Pietro, Marcelli, L., and Pannocchia, G. Ancora sulla velocitd de
propagazione delle onde superficiali per tragitti subatlantici, Tentativo
di prospezione profonda del bacino Atlantico, mediante le curve di dis-
persione delle onde Le [Further note on the velocity of surface waves
through sub-Atlantic paths. An attempted exploration of Atlantic basin
deeps using the dispersion curve of Lq waves] : Annali Geofis., v. 3, no. 2,
Pp. 215222, 1950.

Additional evidence is presented to support the conclusion that the Atlantic
basin, at least in its north-central part, is, with respect to the propagation of
surface waves, identical with the Pacific basin. A tentative determination of
the thickness of the upper layer under the Atlantic Ocean is made on the basis
of the dispersion curve of Lo waves. If the granitic layer is assumed to be
absent or of negligible thickness, the thickness of this layer is about 17 km.,
of the same order as the similar layer under the Pacific Ocean.—8. 7. V.

12385, Peronaci, Francesco. Determinazione del valore medio dello spessore
dello strato di granito per i tragitti Turkestan-Europa [Determination
of the average thickness of the granitic layer between Turkestan and
Europe] : Annali Geofis., v. 3, no. 3, pp. 407410, 1950.

From the dispersion of Love waves on the seismograms recorded at eight Euro-
pean observatories for the violent earthquake of November 2, 1946, the average
thickness of the granitic layer over the Turkestan-Europe path was found to be
18 km—S8. 7. V. B

12386. Schulze, G. A., and Fortsch, Otto. Die seismischen Beobachtungen bei
der Sprengung auf Helgoland am 18 April 1947 zur Erforschung des
tieferen Untergrundes [Seismic observations during the explosion on
Helgoland on April 18, 1947 for the exploration of the crust]: Geol.
Jahrb., Band 64, pp. 205-242, 1950.

Seismic observations of the Helgoland explosion were made at the Leipzig,
Jena, and Stuttgart observatories, and at 24 seismic stations, along three profiles

south, south-east, and north-east from the source. The velocities of Pand §
were 540 km./sec. and 2.94 km./sec. indicating a Poisson’s ratio of 0.288. The
thickness of this layer is 6.0 = 1.0 km. The travel time curves of P and § are
straight lines.

The P* wave appears on seismograms of stations at distances greater than
107 km. The velocity for the first 200 km. is 6.18 km./sec., and then suddenly
increases to 6.6 km./sec. The depth of the P* layer is 9.3 = 1.5 km. The
velocities of 8* are 3.67 km./sec. and 3.87 km./sec., and Poisson’s ratios are 0.228
and 0.238. .

At all stations in northwestern Germany, the Pn velocity was 9.32 km./sec.
but beyond this region the velocity was 8.14 km./sec. This decrease may be
the effect of an inclined boundary surface of the peridotite layer, but gravity
measurements contradict this assumption. The S» velocity is 4.38 km./sec.,
and Poisson’s ratio is 0.283.—8. 7. V.

12387. Tuve, M. A., Goranson, R. W., Greig, J. W., and Rooney, W. J. Progress
report on studies of deep crustal layers by explosive shots: Union géod.
géophys. internat., Sec. Séismologie, Travaux sci., Ser. A, fase. 17, pp.
5-6, 1950.

A preliminary report on the program of the Carnegie Institution of Washing-
ton. (See also Geophys. Abstract 11098.)—M. C. R.
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12388. Dobrin, M. B. Submarine geology of Bikini Lagoon as indicated by dis-
persion of water-borne explosion waves : Geol. Soc. America Bull, v, 61,
no. 10, pp. 1091-1118, 1950.

The normal-mode theory of Pekeris has been applied to water-wave dispersion
recorded from the seismic-refraction survey of Bikini Lagoon. Investigations of
water waves of 50 c.p.s. and higher, in the lagoon within 1-2 miles of reefs,
give results compatible with normal-mode predictions for a liquid bottom and
with refraction indications. The data show a speed of 1.05 times that of water
within 20 feet of the bottom increasing to 1.3 at a depth of about 40 feet. Results
of shots farther from the lagoon edge indicate speeds in the bottom much
higher than shown by the refraction data. Dispersion patterns from shots in
the central part of the lagoon show a discrepancy with the Pekeris theory that is
attributed to a lateral variation in sedimentary composition between the edge and
center of the lagoon. The Airy waves give information on the structure of the
bottom to a depth of about 400 feet. Their group velocity and frequency are as
predicted by the Pekeris theory for a bottom velocity of 6,500 ft./sec., which was
found in the refraction studies. The fact that the Airy waves agree with the
theory and the high-frequency waves do not, for data from shots near the lagoon
center, suggests that the lateral change in type of sediment disappears within
a depth of 100 feet.—J. L. M.

12389. Murphy, L. M. TUnited States Earthquakes 1947: U. S. Coast and Geo-
detic Survey Serial-No. 730, 62 pp., 1950.

This publication summarizes earthquake activity in the United States and
regions under its jurisdiction in 1947. Included are noninstrumental reports
(felt reports) of 223 earthquakes in the United States, Alaska, the Hawaiian
Islands, Panama Canal Zone, and Puerto Rico, a summary of imstrumental
epicenters for 1945 of earthquakes recorded in the United States, epicenters of
the principal earthquakes of the world during 1947, and analyses of strong-
motion records. The most severe shocks in the United States in 1947 were those
of November 23 in southwestern Montana (intensity 8), April 10 in southern
California Manix fault (intensity 7), and October 16 southwest of Fairbanks
(intensity 8) . —M. C. R.

12390. Krinitzsky, E. L. Geological investigation of faulting in the lower Mis-
sissippi Valley: U. 8. Waterways Experiment Station, Tech. Mem, 3-311,
89 pp., 1950.

The lower Mississippi Valley is a region of not infrequent earthquakes re-
sulting from faulting in the bedrock underlying the Recent alluvium. Between
1915 and 1931, 25 shocks were recorded that centered in Missouri, 16 in Arkan-
sas, and several more in Illinois, Tennessee, Kentucky, and Mississippi. Since
Qctober 1909, when the St. Louis seismological station was established, some
80 earthquakes have been observed in the lower Mississippi Valley.

Engineering structures in most of this region may be designed without partic-
ular reference to possible future faulting, but when an important structure is
to be built in a known or suspected fault area, foundation conditions should be
studied with the idea that special earthquake-resistant features may be neces-
sary in the design.—S. 7. V.
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12391, Tercedor, Mariano. Estudio sismotectonico de la vega Granadina [Seis-
motectonic investigation of lowland of Granada] : Rev., Geofis,, v. 9, no.
34, pp. 189209, 1950.

The seismicity of Andalusia is studied on the basis of seismologic data of 300
earthquakes between 1908 and 1947 recorded at the Osservatorio Geofisico de
Cartuja. The following conclusions were reached : because of the lower strength ’
of the upper layer of Quarternary alluvium, shocks propagating through it are
not as violent as those in surrounding Miocene strata; tectonic fractures below
the Granada lowland extend to a depth of only a few kilometers; along and near
the seismotectonically important lide that runs across the province along the
Rio Genil are found the centers of all precisely located earthquakes; a pro-
nounced fault line of probable seismotectonic importance can be established
along the boundary of the Sierra Nevada, where gravimetric data indicate the
separation of structures characterized by great differences in densities; numerous
regularly occurring weak earthquakes suggest periodic readjustments of rela-
tively small blocks accompanied by lesser liberations of energy.—S. T. V.

12392. Milosavievi¢, R. A. Seismologic characteristics of the Jastrebac region
[in Serbian]: Annales Géolog. peninsule Balkanique, tome 18, pp.
231-244, 1950.

Earthquakes in the region of the Jastrebaec, an ancient erystalline mass sur-
rounded by Cretaceous and Neogene sediments, are quite frequent but compara-
tively weak (intensity 6). Their epicenters form several pronounced
seismogenic lines. The region is divided by a line crossing the mountain from
west to east into two seismically different areas, a more stable southern half
and a labile northern one. A map of the region is included.—S. 7. V.

12393 Galanopulos, A. G. Die sgismizitiit von Messenien [The seismicity of
Messenia] [With summary in French]: Gerlands Beitr. Geophysik,
Band 61, Heft, 3, pp. 144-162, 1950.

The seismicity of the southern part of Peléponnisos has been studied on the
basis of macroseismic observations collected since antiquity. Seismotectonic
evidence indicates that Messenia is divided into two zones of different seismicity.
One, bordered on the west and northwest by the Pliocene formations of the upper
Elide, on the northeast and east by the valley of Alfiés and by the basin of
Megal6polis, and on the south by the deep valley of Dervenion, is free of faults,
and the intensities of earthquakes felt there never surpass degree 8 of the
Rossi-Forel scale. The rest of Messenia frequently experiences violent earth-
quakes. Seismic observations confirm.Philippson’s hypothesis that this area
is a typical plane of dislocation. The greatly dissected southern portion of
Messenia bears evidence of extreme seismic activity in the past, contrasting with
the stability of the mountainous massif of the north. Both the seismicity and
the Pliocene downwarping and post-Pliocene rise of the Messenian peninsula
decrease towards the south.—S8. 7. V.

12394. Gorshkov, G. P. Earthquakes in the territory of the Soviet Union [in
Russian], 118 pp., Moscow, Geografgizdat, 1949. [From the summary
by D. G. Panov in Vses. Geogr. Obsch Izv., tom 82, no. 4, 1950].

This is a geographic tabulation and a historical sketch of earthquakes oc-
curring within the boundaries of the Soviet Union. An introductory chapter
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contains general information on the causes and the forms of :seismic phenomena,
methods and instruments for their study, and measurements of the intensity
and the energy involved—S. 7. V.

12395. Masarskil, 8. I. The epicentral zone of the aftershocks of the earthquake
in Ashkhabad [in Russian]: Akad. Nauk SSSR Doklady, tom 74, no. 3,
pp. 481483, 1950.

The violent earthquake of October 6, 1948, in Turkestan was followed by a long
series of aftershocks. For the precise observation of these aftershocks and for
the study of tectonic details of the earthquake, additional instrumental equip-
ment was set up in the nearest seismological observatory in Ashkhabad and five
temporary seismic stations established in the area of 50 by 60 km. within degree
9 on the isoseismal map.

Observation of the aftershocks was extended until October 1949, The epi-
centers of the stronger aftershocks were determined, using Wadati’s method,
and the focal depths were computed, assuming the velocity of seismic waves in
upper layers to be 3.2 km./sec.

The foci were found to lie at depths of not more than 15 km, and in two
groups about 40 km. apart. The possibility is suggested that a deep rupture
of this length was produced by the initial earthquake, and that the equilibrium
is now slowly being restored.—S. 7. V.

12396. Korn, H., and Martin, Hans. Erdbeben in Stlidwestafrika [Earthquakes
in South-West Afriea]: Geol. Rundschau, Band 38, Heft 1, pp. 19-23,
1950.

Data on the seismicity of South-West Africa collected by the Meteorological
Institute of Windhoek include 435 observations of 223 earthquakes during the
years 1911-1938. No instrumental records are available. The shocks were
weak, only 23 reaching intensity 5 on the Mercalli scale, and only 8 causing
damage to buildings. During one earthquake, that of October 10, 1925, a crack
in the ground about 2 em. wide and over 1 km, long was observed. Most of
the earthquakes occurred in the. Windhoek plateau in the elevated portions of
the Damaraland, where on the average 8 earthquakes were observed annually.
Most of the earthquakes were observed in the second half of the year, especially
during August and September. This may be related to the decrease of baro-
metric pressure during that time.—=S, 7. V.

12397. Nasu, Nobuji. Block movement along the seismic fault (1) (Fukui
fault and others) : Tokyo Univ. Earthquake Research Inst. Bull,, v.
27, pts. 14, pp. 27-33, 1949, ’

The fault which was active during the Fukui earthquake was detected by
precise triangulation surveys of the Geophysical Surveys Bureau. The fault
terminates near the coast line of the Japan Sea and extends about 25 km. in
a 8. 20° E. direction in the northern part and 8. 7° E. in the southern part. In
general, there has been uplift on the eastern side and subsidence on the western.
The horizontal shift along the fault has been estimated as 230 cm. in the northern
part and 167 cm. in the southern. A resurvey a year after the earthquake
indicates that the fault is still active—M. C. R.
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12398. Oulianoff, Nicolas. Commentaires géologiques des resultats du nivelle-
ment dans la region Sierre-Montana-Sion effectué 4 la suite du seisme
du 25 janvier 1946 [Commentary on the results obtained from the
leveling of the region Sierre-Montana-Sion, made as a result of the
earthquake of January 25, 1946] : Schweizer. naturf. Gesell, Verh., pp.
103-105, 1949,

The valley of the Rhone between Sierre and Sion, which was the epicentral
region of the earthquake of January 25, 1946, was surveyed with high precision
in 1916, 1924, 1927, and 1947. Repeat leveling included the determination of
the altitude of 59 bench marks. In many places the bench marks were initially
set in unfavorable locations, as on alluvial terrain, and consequently now show
subsidence not related to seismic effects. For bench marks placed on solid rocks,
settlement ranging from 20 to 50 mm. were found, attributable directly to
seismic shocks—S8. 7. V.

12399. Sato, Yasuo. Possibility of optical explanation of visible wave motion
of ground: Tokyo Univ. Earthquake Research Inst. Bull, v. 25, pts.
1-4, pp. 37-41, 1947.

A possible explanation of reported visible wave motion of the ground may
be a change in the density of air and consequent curvature of optical path
by compressional waves in the air resulting from vertical movement of the
ground. Numerieal examples indicate the effect is too small to be detected by
the naked eye.—M. C. R.

12400. Omote, Syun’itiro. Earthquake damages in Yokohama City due to the
great Kwanto earthquake of September 1, 1923: Tokyo Univ. Earth-
quake Research Inst. Bull., v. 27, pts. 1-4, pp. 57-62, 1949.

The numbers of totally destroyed wooden houses were used to prepare a
map showing the degree of earthquake damage. The area in which damage
exceeded 90 percent occupies a large part of the city.—M, C. R.

12401. Omote, Syun’itiro. The relation between the earthquake damages and
the strueture of ground in Yokohama: Tokyo Univ. Earthquake Re-
search Inst. Bull.,, v. 27, pts. 1-4, pp. 63-68, 1949.

From a study of the relation between the destruction of wooden houses (see
Geophys. Abstract 12400) and geologic structure, it was found that, with certain
exceptions, the thickness of the uppermost layer of reclaimed soil is closely
related to the amount of damage; that places underlain by thick alluvium
experience serious damages, the damage rate increasing conspicuously as the
thickness of alluvium exceeds 30 meters; and that damage is slight on sand
spits or compacted sandy shores.—M. C. R.

12402, Sato, Yasuo. Relation between seismic intensity and epicentral dis-
tance: Tokyo Univ. Earthquake Research Inst. Bull., v. 26, pts. 1-4,
pp. 91-93, 1948,

From studies of the felt reports of several earthguakes, a straight line formula
I=a+bA was determined for the relationship between intensity and distance.
The value of @ ranges from 3.5 to 8.4, that of b from —0.71 to —1.40—M. C. R.

928615-—51——4
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12403. Tkegami, Ryohei. On the anomalous distribution of the maximum
amplitude of earthquake motions: Tokyo Univ. Earthquake Research
Inst. Bull,, v. 26, pts. 1-4, pp. 83-89, 1948.

The distribution of maximum amplitudes of 91 earthquakes recorded at the
principal stations in the Kwanto and Chubu [Chiibu-chihé] districts of Japan
was investigated. In general the maximum amplitude decreases as the epicen-
tral distances increase. Several anomalies, with too large or too small ampli-
tudes regularly observed at certain stations, are attributed to the mechanism
at the origin or to the geologic structure in the path of the waves—M. C. R.

12404. Minakami, Takeshi and Sakuma, Shuzo. The earthquake motions om
various formation of the earth’s surface (I). Observation at Koti City:
Tokyo Univ. Earthquake Research Inst. Bull., v. 26, pts. 1-4, pp. 61-66,
1948.

Seismographs were set up at 14 stations on different formations in Koti to
record aftershocks from distances of more than 100 km. for a period of 26 days
in March and April, 1947. Amplitudes were remarkably large on alluvial forma-
tions and motion lasted longer. Periods were longer on the alluvium and tended
toward a fixed value. Amplitudes of nearby shocks, in which short periods pre-
dominate, were considerably reduced.—M. C. R.

12405. Sakuma, Shuzo. The earthquake motions on various formations of the
earth’s surface (II). Observations at Gobdé and Kiribe: Tokyo Univ,
Earthquake Research Inst. Bull,, v. 26, pts. 14, pp. 67-73, 1948,

Observations of the aftershocks of the Nankai earthquake indicate that greater
amplitude and longer periods are found on alluvium.—M. O. R.

12406. Valderrama Sudrez, Mariano. Construcciones asismicas [Earthquake-
proof constructions]: Peru Soc. Ing., Inf. y Mem., v. 51, no. 6, pp. 339—
341, 1950.

This is a brief discussion of the recommmendations adopted by the Sixth Pan
American Congress of Architects concerning structural precautions against
damage caused by earthquakes.—S. 7. V.

12407. Bernard, Pierre. Enregistrements microséismiques a Nantes [Micro-
seimic recording at Nantes]: Annales Géophys., tome 6, no. 3, pp.
147-156, 1930.

The seismograms obtained at the new observatory of Petit-Port at Nantes
during the first months of 1949 were analyzed and compared with those obtained
at the old observatory of Saint-Maur. The Nantes observatory is erected on
granite, that of Saint-Maur, on sedimentary rock. The periods of waves recorded
on both seismograms were usually equal, but the amplitudes at Saint-Maur
were regularly greater than those at Nantes, the ratio of the vertical amplitudes
being 1.31 for waves of 5.3-second period, 1.13 for waves of 6.3-second period,
1.05 for waves of 6.9 second period, and 1.03 for longer waves of 7.5 second period.
Ratios of the horizontal to vertical components, and of the north-south and east-
west components at both stations in most of the observations agree with A. Ws
Lee’s theoretical calculations. The maximum amplitudes of microseisms at
Saint-Maur are associated with cyclones over Iceland and Faeroe Islands, but
no such correlation was found at Nantes, perhaps because of the tectonic fea-
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tures of this basaltic region that are also indicated by magnetic anomalies.—
STV

12408. Caloi, Pietro. Due caratteristici tipi di microsismi [Two characteristic
types of microseismic disturbances]: Annali Geofis.,, v. 3, no. 3, pp.
303-314, 1950.

In the opinion of the author both coastal surfs and microbaric oscillations near
the center of a cyclone can cause microseisms. Examples observed in the
Adriatic Sea are cited. When cyclonic minima move across the northern part
of the Adriatic Sea toward the Gulf of Trieste with a velocity characteristic
of the propagation of free sea waves, they produce violent changes of the level
in the gulf followed by the appearance of seiches. Later, when the cyclone
reaches the gulf, seismographs begin to register microseismic disturbances with
periods ranging from two to three seconds. The amplitudes of these micro-
seismic waves gradually grow and attain maxima at the time of the sharp rise
of barometric pressure. These microseisms are obviously produced by a com-
bination of two phenomena—appearance of short period microbaric oscillations
during the rapid rise of atmospheric pressure, and a sea level substantially
below normal. This however, takes place only in the immediate vicinity of the
coast. .

A typical example of microseismic waves caused by the action of violent surf
hitting the seashore was observed during the storm of January 23-27, 1950, along
the coast of Catania when horizontal amplitudes up to 60 microns and vertical
amplitudes up to 40 microns were registered. At the same time no mieroseismic
waves were registered at Messina, only 85 km. from Catania. This suggests the
existence of a geologic discontinuity between the two locations that may be
attributed to the volecanic action of Monte Etna.—S. 7. V.

12409. d’'Henry, G. Sulla natura fisica dei microsismi [The physical nature of
microseisms] : Annali Geofis,, v. 3, no. 1, pp. 87-94, 1950.

To investigate the possibility of determining the character of the microseisms
from the analysis of three components of motion obtained at one station, dis-
turbances originated from clearly localized eyclones with azimuths lying in the
planes of the instrumental components were studied on the seismograms of the
Rome and Trieste observatories. It is concluded that the behavior of the micro-
seismic wave is completely irregular and does not show characteristic features
of either Rayleigh or Love waves. This abnormality of the microseismic wave
may be caused by successive reflections and refractions at discontinuities in the
upper layer of the crust—S8. 7. V.

12410. Giorgi, Maurizio, and Rosini, E. Sulla natura delle cause che generano
i microsismi [The nature of the causes that generate microseisms]:
Annali Geofis., v. 3, no. 2, pp. 173-213, 1950.

An investigation undertaken by the Istituto Nazionale di Geofisica in coopera-
tion with the Servizio Meteorologico dell’ Aeronautica Italiana of the relationship
between microseismic phenomena and atmospheric disturbances is described.

The periods and amplitudes from hour to hour of about 50 microseism storms
which occurred during the year 1949 were carefully determined and analyzed
with relation to simultaneous cycles of meteorological changes, mostly in the
Mediterranean, but often extending over the European continent. It is con-
cluded that microseismic disturbances of periods varying from about two to six
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or even ten seconds are causally related to the appearance over open bodies of
water of atmospheric nuclei characterized by a positive barometric tendency.
These nuclei of increasing barometric pressure may be either stationary or
moving. The ultimate cause of microseisms must be periodic impulses of baro-
metric pressure generated by turbulence in the upper layers of the atmosphere.
(See Geophys. Abstract 11515.)—S. T'. V.

12411. Morelli, Carlo. Studio comparativo dei microsismi registrati a Roma
ed a Trieste [Comparison of the microseisms registered at Rome and
at Trieste] : Annali Geofis., v. 3, no. 1, pp. 77-85, 1950.

Comparison of the period and amplitude of microseisms recorded simul-
taneously at Rome and Trieste shows that microseisms originating at a distance
are always greater at Rome, the ratio being as high as 2:1. This is attributed
to the effect of the alluvial layer on which the Rome seismological station is
built. Microseisms of about 3.5-second period are greatly increased by resonance,
Microseisms originated by disturbances over the Mediterranean also produce
much greater amplitude at Rome Observatory.—S. 7. V.

ELECTRICITY

12412, Rikitake, Tsuneji. A method for studying the relations between the
changes in geomagnetism and earth current: Tokyo Univ. Earthquake
Research Inst. Bull,, v. 25, pts. 14, pp. 9-13, 1947.

Anomalous changes in earth currents are known at times to precede earth-
quakes. However, the main changes in earth currents are due to variations
in the magnetic field outside the earth, making it difficult to determine effects
related to the earthquake itself. This paper presents & method of eliminating
geomagnetic effects of external origin.

With the aid of the electromagnetic-field equations, an expression is derived
for computing the electric field from values of electrical resistivity and the
time rate of change of the magnetic field at the surface of the earth. The
earth potential calculated by this method from magnetic data obtained during
a solar eclipse was in good agreement with the observed potential. The method
described should make it possible to obtain more information on the relation of
changes in earth currents to earthquakes.—R. G. H.

12413. Norinder, Harald, and Salka, Oskars. The effect of geological discon-
tinuities on artificial lightning discharges as studied in a model test
arrangement : Arkiv for Geofysik, Band 1, Héifte 1, pp. 45-78, 1950.

In areas with varied geologic structure natural lightning strikes have been
observed to concentrate in nests. This possible effect of geologic structure was
confirmed by model experiments using electric sparks 75 and 170 cm. long
striking a smooth, horizontal surface. Striking points were strongly concen-
trated at the edges of a vein of powdered iron ore embedded in sand; weaker
concentrations were shown around clay veins, granite rocks, and horizontal
strips of thin metal. Discharges from a negative electrode were much more
poorly concentrated than those from a positive electrode. The paper includes
charts of the striking-point distribution and of the electrical properties of the
models, as well as high-speed photographs of the dlscharges and a brief: ex-
planation of the observed effects.—D. F. B. v
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12414. Tikhonov, A. N. Determination of electrical properties of deep strata of
the earth’s crust [in Russian]: Akad. Nauk SSSR Doklady, tom 73,
no. 2, pp. 295-297, 1950.

A correlation between magnetic variations and telluric currents observed
on the surface of the earth is derived on the basis of Maxwell’s equations. In
a simplified treatment, the earth’s crust is assumed as a layer of finite electrical
conductivity spread over a medium of perfect conductivity. The surface of the
earth is assumed to be a plane and the vertical component of the electrical field
very nearly vanishing on this plane. Two horizontal components of the elec-
tric field and the components of the magnetic field are known from observations.
These conditions make it possible to write the basic Maxwell equations of the
problem. The solution is a superposition of harmonic functions, from which
it follows that for low frequencies the amplitude of the derivative of the mag-
netic variation is proportional to the intensity of the electrical field. For higher
frequencies the amplitude of this derivative is a functon of the electrical
intensity and its derivative. This relation produces a phase displacement deter-
mined by the electrical resistivity of the earth’s crust. This equation makes it
possible to draw conclusions about the electrical properties of deep layers of
the crust from observed curves of variations of the magnetic and electrical field
on the earth’s surface.—S. 7. V.

RADIOACTIVITY

12415. Aler, Bo. The efficiency of a scintillation counter for gamma rays: Arkiv
for Fysik, Band 2, Hifte 3, p. 225, 1950.

The general properties of a scintillation counter for gamma rays, consisting
of a RCA 1P21 photomultiplier and an organic scintillator, were described and
a comparison was made with the Geiger-Miiller counter. Different methods to
eliminate the dark current were discussed. With a reascnable background of
200 pulses per minute it is possible to count 50-60 percent of the Compton electrons
from Co® gamma rays with a clear naphthalene crystal 2-centimeters thick.
Using anthracene under the same conditions one can count about 90 percent of
the Compton electrons.—N. A. 8.

12416. Graf, T. Construction of a multiple gamma counter of high efficiency
and short resolving time : Arkiv for Fysik, Band 2, Hiifte 3, pp. 224-225,
1950.

By combining three different methods for increasing the efficiency of a Geiger-
Miiller counter for gamma rays, a new detector was constructed which has the
the following advantages over a conventional brass counter: a higher efficiency,
a shorter resolving time, a solid angle of nearly 4r for samples placed at the

center of the multiple counter, and a distance function closely following the
law of inverse squares.—N. A. S.

12417. Johansson, 8. A. E. Some applications of scintillation counters: Arkiv
tor Fysik, Band 2, Hifte 3, p. 225, 1950. :

Scintillation counters. provide great counting speed, making it possible to use
them for the determination of very intense radiation. Phe background of a
counter, counting 10° particles per second, has been eliminated by concidence
coupling of two photomultipliers. The size of the impulses obtained from a
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counter depends on the energy of the particles that penetrate into the crystal;
this dependence can be used for determining the energy. Attempts have been
made to measure the energy of alpha and gamma radiation from various sources
in this way. Experiments have been conducted to find out the applicability of the
scintillation counter in investigations of cosmic radiation.—N. A. S.

12418. Festa, C., and Santangelo, M. Sul decadimento del K* [On the disinte-
gration of K*] : Annali Geofis., v. 3, no. 1, pp. 95-101, 1950.

Methods for the measurement of the decay constant of K* and the results are
critically analyzed with respect to their compatibility with basic geologic data.
The most probable value of the decay constant A, for disintegration with simul-
taneous production of beta rays is (0.50%+0,03)/10° years. The constant A of
the total decay is (1.87+0.1)/10° years. Recent experimental determina-
tions of these constants by Graf, Ahrens and Evans, and Bleuler and Gabriel
give an average value for A of (1.89+0.2)/10° years—RS. T. V.

12419, Tatel, H. E. Argon® and the age of the earth: Jour. Geophys. Re-
search, v, 55, no. 3, pp. 329-336, 1950.

Potassium in the earth’s crust cannot account for argon® in the atmosphere
by a factor of perhaps ten, and it may thus be concluded that the argon®, which
appears to be of radiogenic origin and generated since the formation of the
earth, originated from potassium within the earth’s mantle. Estimates of the
extent and time of this process are limited by a lack of knowledge of how much
argon is entrapped within the earth. If there is none, then the argon, being in
equilibrium with potassium, was produced in the last 1.5 billion years. If there
has been entrapment, an age of 2.1 to 3.3 billion years would account for the
atmospheric argon if only one-half to one-fourth respectively escaped. If it is
assumed that the formation of the crust sealed off the interior and all argon
generated subsequently has been entrapped, then the earth existed about 500
million years before the crust was formed.—M. C. R.

12420. Ippolito, Felice. Recenti dati sull etd della terra [Recent data concern-
ing the age of the earth]: Soc. Naturalisti Napoli Boll., v. 56, pp.
95-99, 1948.

A discussion of Holmes' and other recent methods of the determination of
the age of the earth.—S. T. V.

12421, Coppens, René. Etude sur la radioactivité de ¢uelques roches par la
plaque photographique [Study of radioactivity of certain rocks by photo-
graphic method] : Soc. franc. minéralogie et cristallographie Bull., tome
73, no. 4-6, pp. 217-321, 1950.

Comparative tests of numerous specimens were made by photographic and
other methods. The necessary experimental procedure is described in detail
and several formulas are derived for determining the uranium and thorium
content and the mixture of these elements.—S. 7. V.

12422, Hée, Arlette. Recherches sur la radioactivité d'un granite des Vosges
par la methode photographique [Investigation of the radioactivity of
a granite from the Vosges by the photographic method]: Annales
Géophys., tome 4, fasc. 3, pp. 242-252, 1948,

This is a detailed report of the experiments on a sample of granite to dgter-
mine its radioactivity that were previously briefly described in the note to .tlie



VOLCANOLOGY 237

Academie des Sciences. (See Geophys. Abstract 11321.) The present article
contains a detailed description of the procedure, reproductions of the photo-
graphs obtained, and analyses of the results. The examination of the traces of
alpha particles on the photographs leads to the conclusion that the prineipal
radioactive mass contained in the sample is uranium.—=&S. T. V.

12423. Hée, Arlette, Jarovoy, Michel, and Kleiber, Joseph. Etude des depots
actifs dus aux roches [Study of radioactive deposits present in rocks] :
Annales Géophys., tome 6, fasc. 3, pp. 164-178, 1950.

In exploring the possibilities of the photographic method, experiments were
made first with minerals containing only uranium, later with those containing
thorium almost exclusively, and finally those containing uranium, actinium,
and thorium. By using a more precise technique the numbers of disintegrated
atoms of each of the active substances could be determined and certain quantita-
tive results indicative of the radioactive contents obtained.—S. 7. V.

HEAT

12424. Benfield, A. E. Heat fiow below the oceans: Nature, v. 165, no. 4194, p.
445, 1950.

Pettersson found the geothermal gradient in ocean-bottom sediments to be
about 42° C./km., a value he considers unexpectedly high. (See Geophys. Ab-
stract 11781.) However, if the low thermal conductivity of included water
(0.0013 cal./cm. sec. deg. C.) appreciably influences the conductivity of the
sediments, this high gradient may actually represent a lower heat flow than is
usually found on the continents.—D. F. B,

12425. Rikitake, Tsuneji. A note on the temperature distribution within the
earth: Tokyo Univ. Earthquake Resesrch Inst. Bull, v. 27, pts. 1-4,
pp. 17-20, 1949,

On the basis of previous study, it has been concluded that conductivity in-
creases discontinuonsly below 400 km. to the order of 10” e.m.u., the outer layer
being almost nonconducting with a conductivity of only 10* e.m.u. near the
surface. From this conductivity distribution, a temperature distribution is in-
ferred by a method similar to Coster’'s. (See Geophys. Abstract 10079.) The
best fit is 7=273+a2 where «=3°K./km. and #=the depth.—M. C. R.

VOLCANOLOGY

12426, Jaggar, T. A. Steam-blast volcanie eruptions. (A study of Mount Delée
in Martinique as type volcano) : Hawaiian Volcano Observatory, 4th
Special Rept., 143 pp., 1949,

The report deals with the author’s expedition to Martinique and St. Vincent in
1902 and comparison of the experiences of other investigators of “explosive” erup-
tions. The Hawaiian mechanism is reviewed with special reference to rifts, under-
ground water, intrusion furnace, wedge rupture, and lowering of magma. These
features of structure are applied to Martinique, St. Vincent, Kilauea, Tarawera
Mountain, Sakura-jima, Katmai, Taal, and Tomboroe to bring out the contrast in-
steam eruptions. For all volcanoes steam eruptiong are believed to be resultant
features of ground water and of collapse. '

-
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The Pelée disaster at St. Pierre May 8, 1902, which was followed by the
extrusion of a dacite dome with spines and renewed activity in 1929, was observed
for paroxysms of downblast. Structure sections are drawn to scale, and the
structural reactions of intrusion, rifts, boiler, gas effervescence, heat, and timing
are outlined ; and their bearing on volcanism, in general, the zones of volcanism,
and the reaction of magma is suggested. Steam blast is contended to be a climax
of eruption in the water zone.

In the theoretical conclusions, the new approach (called Earth-core Volcanism)
attempts to reconcile primitive moonlike earth volcanism to modern intrusive
siliceous voleanism in contact with surface water. The author desires to stimu-
late experiment in earth exploration by physical testing and rock sampling under
ocean basins. An extensive list of references is included.—N. 4. 8.

12427. Omer, G. C.,, Jr. Volcanic tremor (Pt. 2: The theory of volcanic tremor) :
Seismol. Soc, America Bull., v. 40, no. 3, pp. 175-194, 1950.

Volcanic tremor may originate in the vibration of laminae, composed of suc-
cessive lava flows, ash beds, and magma intrusions, which are partly freed by
differential tilting of the surface around a volcanic vent during an eruption.
The force of magma ascending through a linear crack will buckle the laminae,
freeing them near the surface, and the pulsation of the flowing magma then sets
these partially free laminae into vibration. Approximate mechanical analyses
have been made to determine the order of magnitude of the vibrational fre-
quencies and relative amplitudes to be expected. In these analyses, the laminae
were treated as vibrating bars, all damping terms were neglected, and the bars
were regarded as rigidly clamped at one end, free at the end in contact with the
magma column and perfectly free along the sides. This system of assumed bars
may be set into longitudinal, flexural, or torsional nodes of vibration, but the
weight of the evidence favors the longitudinal vibration as the best explanation
of observed seismograms.—M. C. R.

12428. Coats, R. R. Volcanic activity in the Aleutian arc: U. 8. Geol. Survey
Bull. 974-B, pp. 35-47, 1950.

Of the 76 active or extinct major volcanoes recognized in the Aleutian arc,
extending from Buldir Island on the west to Mount Spurr on the east, 36 have
been active since 1760. When plotted against time, the activity of the arc shows.
some signs of periodicity, the intervals between maxima being multiples of 20:
years. In this report the geographic positions and aititudes of all the known
volcanoes are tabulated, together with all known eruptive activity between 1760
and 1948. The kind of activity that has characterized the arc is described
briefly ; a list of 17 calderas, 9 of them previously unmentioned in the literature,.
is given; and the relation of volcanism to the structure of the arc is reviewed.—
N.A.S. ’

12429. Macdonald, G. A. and Orr, J. B. The 1949 summit eruption of Mauna Loa,
Hawaii: U. 8. Geol. Survey Bull. 974-A, pp. 1-31, 1950.

In beginning a new eruptive phase of Mauna Loa on January 6, 1949, lava
broke out along a series of fissures extending part way ac