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(about 40,000 acres or 44%*)Rock              

(about 18,000 acres or 20%*)

Thick sediment
(about 20,000 acres or 22%*) 

Thin sediment
(about 4,000 acres or 5%*)

Areas of exposed rock outcrop 
which have not been covered 
by sediment (or only have a 
minimal sediment cover) since 
the lake formed.

Silt and sand more than 
1 meter thick that has 
accumulated primarily on the 
floors of the original river 
valleys since impoundment. 

Silt and sand less than 1 meter 
thick that has accumulated 
since impoundment.

Unconsolidated sand and 
gravel that was deposited 
primarily as alluvial fans prior 
to the formation of the lake.  

Shallow bays and other regions 
that have not been surveyed. 

*Note:  Calculations and mapping are 
based on a lake elevation of 1,100 feet.

Surveys were conducted between 1999 
and 2001 by the U.S. Geological Survey in 
collaboration with the Bureau of 
Reclamation, University of Nevada Las 
Vegas, and the National Park Service. 
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CIRCULAR 1381
FIGURE 2.3—Interpreted lake-floor geology. Four units were mapped: outcrops of Tertiary and older rocks, 

Quaternary alluvial deposits, thick post-impoundment sediment deposits, and thin post-impoundment sediment deposits. 
These are represented in the map as rock, alluvial deposits, thick sediment, and thin sediment, respectively.
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