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ABSTRACT

Data concerning nearly 3,000 of the more than 
13, 000 wells drilled in New Mexico, before Septem­ 
ber 1, 1953, including unsuccessful wildcat and field 
extension wells and most of the discovery wells, have 
been compiled and are published in this circular. 
Although the search for oil and gas has extended to all 
parts o-f the State, most of the wells and all the oil 
and natural gas fields are located in the northwest and 
southeast quadrants of the State.

WELLS DRILLED FOR OIL AND GAS 
IN NEW MEXICO

This circular contains information compiled 
from data in the files of the Geological Survey and the 
New Mexico Bureau of Mines and Mineral Resources 
on nearly 3,000 of the more than 13, 000 wells drilled 
in New Mexico before September 1, 1953. The tabu­ 
lation is believed to include all unsuccessful wildcat 
test wells, all unsuccessful field extension wells, and 
most of the discovery wells for the various producing 
areas even though they may be shut in or abandoned at 
the present time. In addition, the list contains some 
deep tests and some wells representative of the shut-in, 
abandoned, or producing areas. Wells less than 500 feet 
deep were not listed unless they were disco, very wells or 
representative of a district. Wells that were producing 
but were abandoned later are not included in the tabulation.

Most of the wells are located in the south­ 
eastern part of the State in the Delaware basin 
in Lea and Eddy Counties, and in 'the northwestern 
part of the State in the San Juan basin in San 
Juan County. All the oil and natural gas fields 
are in the northwest and southeast quadrants of 
New Mexico; however, the search for oil and gas 
has extended to all parts of the State.

Data on significant wells drilled for oil and 
gas in New Mexico were published in bulletin form 
by the New Mexico Bureau of Mines and Mineral 
Resources in 1933 (Winchester, 1933) and revised 
in 1942 (Bates, 1942). Test wells drilled in south­ 
eastern New Mexico are shown on maps released 
by the U. S. Geological Survey in 1944 (Bigelow, 
Stahl, and Waatti, 1944) and revised annually ex­ 
cept in 1951. A map released in 1951 (Bigelow, 
1951) and revised in 1952 and 1953 shows the 
locations of wells drilled in east-centra^ New Mex­ 
ico. Some of the wells in the northwestern part 
of the State are located on a map of the Chama 
area released in 1950 (Bigelow, 1950) and revised 
in 1951, 1952, and 1953 and on a map of the 
Farmington area released in 1948 (Waatti and 
Bigelow) and revised in 1949, 1950, 1951, 1952, 
and 1953. A map of the State on which are 
shown the locations of most of the test wells 
drilled for oil and gas, oil and gas fields, and 
pipelines was released by the U. S. Geological 
Survey in 1954.



Table 3 contains the following data on the test 
wells for oil and gas: Location of the well by township, 
range, section, and county; field or geologic structure; 
operator, lease, and well number; completion date; 
status of land; elevation; total depth; geologic data 
(surface rocks and bottom rocks); productive zones or 
oil or gas shows; and status and date.

The wells are arranged in quadrants by township, 
range, and section.

The names listed under "Field or geologic structure" 
are the names of the productive areas.

The completion date is the date drilling ceased and 
not the date when the well was completed for production 
of producing wells or the date of abandonment of dry 
holes.

The elevations of wells were obtained from many 
sources and many probably were accurately determined 
by surveying methods but others may be inaccurate. 
For many wells it is not known whether the elevation 
given is ground elevation or elevation of the derrick 
floor. The elevations listed may, therefore, be con­ 
sidered only as approximations of the true elevations.

The total depths of the wells were obtained from many 
sources, and, because of this, the figures recorded here 
may vary from those found elsewhere. The total depth 
is the greatest depth reached by drilling regardless of 
plugging back to test or produce from higher zones.

Only in a few wells has any change in geologic 
information been made by interpretation of geologic 
maps or literature on the respective area. The sur­ 
face rocks and the deepest rocks reached by drilling 
are listed in the tabulation by symbols which are ex­ 
plained in the composite penetration sections on 
plate 1. A question mark enclosed by parentheses 
following the symbol for the surface or bottom rocks 
indicates uncertain age. A question mark without 
parentheses indicates uncertainity as to the nomen­ 
clature of the surface or bottom rocks.

The production of oil or gas or both is indicated 
by the symbol o for oil production, G for gas production,

and OG for both oil and gas production. The symbol so 
indicates a. show of oil, SG a show of gas, and SOG a show 
of oil and gas. The number following the symbol for 
shows or production indicates the depth to the top of 
the zone where the show or the producing horizon 
was found. The letter symbol following the number 
indicates the geologic system, series, group, forma­ 
tion, or member where the show or producing horizon 
occurs and is the same as that used on the penetration 
sections.

The status of each well is indicated by a letter 
or group of letters followed by the date. The 
letters used and their meanings are as follows: 
A abandoned; DTS drilling temporarily suspended; 
DIS drilling indefinitely suspended; TA temporarily 
abandoned; POW producing oil well; PGW producing 
gas well; and WW water well.

In addition to the data on oil and gas test wells, 
a list of oil and gas fields in the State, with their 
location and producing horizon is presented in table 1, 
and a list of gas pools in southeastern New Mexico is 
given in table 2.
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