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Figure 1.   Stratigraphic diagram and correlation chart for Montana with explanation of symbols used in table 2. 
(Nomenclature of upper Mississippian strata in central Montana has been revised and will differ from this in forth­ 
coming publications. The Piper formation of Jurassic age rests on rocks of Mississippian to Triassic age in 
northeast Montana.)
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ABSTRACT

Data concerning about \ 800 dry holes and selec­ 
ted producing wells drilled in Montana from June 1, 1951, 
through December 31, 1953, are contained in this cir­ 
cular, which supplements Circular 172 published in 
1952. Also included is a table listing the oil and gas 
fields of Montana.

WELLS DRILLED FOR OIL AND GAS IN MONTANA 
FROM JUNE 1, 1951, THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 1953

This circular contains data on dry holes and 
selected producing wells drilled in Montana from 
June 1, 1951, throughDecember 31, 1953, and supple­ 
ments Circular 172 published in 1952 showing records 
of wells drilled prior to June 1, 1951.

Table 1 lists the oil and gas fields of Montana 
(see map OM 130). The list of wells in table 2 has 
been compiled from information in Geological Survey 
files and includes most if not all the unsuccessful 
wildcat test wells and unsuccessful field extension wells 
drilled from June 1, 1951 to December 31, 1953. It 
also includes some older unsuccessful field extension 
wells that had not been listed in Circular 172.

Data are tabulated under location, county, field or 
geologic structure, operator, lease, and well number, ele­ 
vation, geologic formation (at the surface and lowest forma­ 
tion reached), production or shows of oil or gas, total depth, 
and status and date. The wells are tabulated by township, 
range, quarter, and section in the order of townships 
north-ranges west, townships north-ranges east, town­ 
ships south-ranges east, and townships south-ranges west.

The names entered under "Field or geologic struc­ 
ture" are those of the productive area or the geologic 
structure on or near which the wells have been drilled.

Ground elevations have been given for wells for 
which the records indicated the reference point of the 
elevation. The surface formation and lowest formation 
reached in the wells are indicated by symbols which 
are identified on the accompanying explanation of forma­ 
tion symbols (fig. 1). Not all of the nomenclature is in 
accord with current Geological Survey usage.

In the column "Production or shows of oil and gas" 
the symbol GS is used for gas shows, OS for oil shows, 
GOSfor shows of both gas and oil, GP for gas production, 
and OP for oil production. A number folio wing the symbol 
for a show or production indicates the depth to the top of 
the zone in which the gas or oil was found. The letter 
symbol following the number or the hyphen indicates the 
geologic formation in which the gas or oil occurs.

The status and depth of each well is indicated. The 
letters A, C, and D preceding the date indicate abandoned, 
completed, or drilling, respectively, in the specified 
year. Most if not all producing wells that have been aban­ 
doned are shown as completed wells. The date of aban­ 
donment is the year in which drilling ceased, except for 
a few wells in which the abandonment was preceded by 
one or more years of suspended operations.

The diagrammatic representation of the succes­ 
sion of geologic formations in Montana (fig. 1) provides 
identification of the letter symbols used in the tabula­ 
tion to indicate geologic formations.

REFERENCES CITED

Vine, J. D. and Erdmann, C. E., 1952a, Records of
wells drilled for oil and gas in Montana: U. S.
Geol. Survey Circ. 172. 

_______1952b, Map of Montana showing oil and gas
fields and test wells for oil and gas: U. S. Geol.
Survey Oil and Gas Inv. Map OM 130.
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