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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION



WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


May 15, 1951 


Mr. J. H.	 Jr. 


Executive Ofer,	 • 


DMA Field Team gion IV 
22Li Tew Customhou 
Denver 2, Colorado\ 


Dear Mr. East: 


This is to ackw1edge your\ letter of April 17, 1951 . We 


regret that we failed to ret	 to you the second page of the memorax-


dwn on the Superstition Sags Mining onipany which we are herewith 


enclosing. It was accidentally attached to the Washington file copy. 


Very truly yours, 


•
per Branch, DMA 


_.;:• o 
S.
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March 16, l9]. 


Memorandum 


To •	 Executive Secrtary 


From'	 Chairman, Copper Commodity Committee 


Through' Director, Supply Division 


'Subject The Superstition Saga Mining Company, Mesa, Arizona 
(D&..78l) 


The applicant, Ralph F Palnr, president of the 
Superstition Saga Mining Company, 13 South MacDonald Street, 
Mesa, Ari7ona, applied for financial a$sistance in the amount of 
25,00O, stated to be for exploration purposes. 


The property consists of 28 mining claims and shaft 
workings in the Superstition mining district, Pinal County, 
Arizena.


We recommend that the application for financial assist-
ance either for exploration or dève1opmert work to produce copper 
be denied for the foflowing reasons' 


(1) The only reported production was about 1890, when 
3 tons of carbonate copper ore were said to have been shipped 
from shallow workings to San Francisco. 


(2) A l compartment shaft sunk to 26 feet depth with 
short drifts at 70, 120, 180, 2lS and 26S-foot levels has exposed 
only a few narrow lenticular mineralized zones 2 to 12 inches 
wide and a few tens. of. feet In length on several levels. The 
'ore, consisting ôf,a . little chalopyritè and:curite occurs in 
seams or broken vein matter. Laterally:the mineralized lenses 	 . . 
pass into a barren fault or shear zone. 


(3) The mine was examined by an R F. C. engineer in 
1936, and on the basis of his report a loan reriuest was denied in 
1938, and again denied in l9L2 by further reference to the Arizona 
Department of Mineral Resources, The following conclusions were 
reached:	 ..	 ..	 . 	 .	 .	 . . ',	 .	 .
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(b). The actual vein on which the shaft is sunk 
is. described by the R. F. C. engineer' as "barely in evidence at 
the surface and that nowhere on the property are there. any 
continuous exposures." 


(a) Only 3 small shOots of ore carrying 
high-grade gold and scattered copper values in pockets or 
were exposed in the mine workings. 


(c) The owner, Dr. Palmer, has continupd the 
work chiefly beóause of the finding, of a small lens of bnanza 
gold ore on the 21S level in 1918, which. is said to have been 
stoped by unauthorized persons prior to unwatering of the mine 
in 1937. His interest in the past was mainly.a hobby. 


(d) The .viws of numerous engineers agree that 
no sizeable ore body would' be encountered by additional work. 


(e) Seventeen samples taken by the H. F. C. 
engineer assayed from nothing to . a maximum of I.22 percent 
copper, ranging in width from 2 to 32 inches. These confirmed 
the scattered and lenticular occurrence of copper mineralization. 


.'	 The applicant has proposed . on 'a purely speculative 


.	 , '.	 basis to expend about $2,OOO, chiefly in diamond drill explor .
-ation to be contracted on a basis of t,OO per foot. He claims 


a lens of ore exposed from the surface to the 2lS-foot level 
about 1.2 feet x t feet, which is said to be continuous. 
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	 From the evidence contained' in the. R. F. C. reports, 
the Copper Committee concludes that 'such exploration would not 
re suit in any substantial discoveries of ore other than already 
indicated. The ore now exposed near the surface and upper 


	


.	 , levels 'is readily available for mining, as the equipment and 
____________ shaft are presumably in good condition. 	 . 


0 	 The application and file on this project are attached herewith. 


	


0	 .	 A letter for signature of the Director, Supply Division, 
advising the applicant of the unfavorable decision aompanies this 


Z 0	 memorandum. .	 .	 - 
- 


	


iCsJ	 U).	 .	 . 


rcU	 .
Tom Iron, Chair 
Copper Commodity Committee 


Attachments 


H Director, Supp Pivis no	 2 . '
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Mr. J.H. East, Jr. 
Executive Officer, DMA Field, Team 
Region III 
221 New Customhouse 
Denver 2, Colorado 


Dear Mr. East: 
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DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION 	 I 


,'	 ''	 o.., 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 	 ç. 


April 10, 195]. 


Re: Docket No. DNk78l	 - 


This is to acknowledge your letter of March 30, 1951. 
We regret that the first page of the denial of the Superstition 
Saga Mining Company was not mailed to you. For your information 
and records we are enclosing a copy of this page. 


Sincerely yours, 


7!en,Act Chief 
C er Branch, DM& 


Enclosure 


El











ONAi DIREcTR si OFFIcE 


I Lf REGION iv 


j	 MAR211951 


)arch 16, I9X 


Xeouttv eo1*tar7 


Chair**n, oper Cciodtt Coitte 


Tlwuit Liractr, uppy Divtsim* 


ubj.otz The ip,rstitjon saga Itiidng Capazy, 4aa, 'rs** 


rIi. gtent, a1pb .	 of U* 
Super. itton Sa* Yftnlng	 13 outh Mao)&zid %*'ee 
Mba, Arti* cpUe for firaneta1 aei*tan. n the ***z Of 


stated to ie i'o' e oatien pnpose!, 


The 'orty cotdats of *ining c1ste and &amtt 
vorkixzgs in tb perttt&cn dnin dtztret, i1 Co*rntr, 


Wó*cornend that th applicatton for 'itinois1 assist,. 4ihr i'z erp1oration or deveopt work to produos eeppoa' 
r ue ronng z'.aozw: 


(1) The only retorted roduct ties about 1890, en *	
3 tone of oarbowt , Oppr or were ssi4 to 1ave been iped 
frcs ehellow rking to	 Fr*neisoo. 


•	 (f?) A	 tet	 ft im1' to 2.testdeptIwith. 0 *	 *	 7,**12O, iro,	 *nd 26 root	 ** e*posed * * 
• cb * fv 1*row lefltjculaz $ine2'eit*ed **zrn*	 0 	


* *	
wide and a f t	 feet in 1a tk.	 I 3e1	 *	 * 
Yo, eonsi*ting' of a t%3	 yjt, p4	 *	 •• *. * *	


. *oksu v'in ratter, *tere1ly e sXieraU.d 1e..	 •0 


psea into & bsz'ren fault or ehear soos, 


() Thteva edtnft.1.C.eogjz*E.* 
*	 • I38,a	 thobajs,fb,	 *lonetweg.45 1938j end *ga$xz daad ut 1%2 tV further referenee to the Artz,ie 


*	 * Dpsr	 of Mre1 Resourosa * Th) tO11.1T*g e000lusiois	 * 
reiohsth











Fo;m6-98	 UNITED STATES 


O DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF MINES 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 	 16-53493-2
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