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. Tom Lyon, Director
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DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTERlOR
a GEOLOG]CAL SURVEY

102 f)ld Mint Building ,
Sap rranciseo 3, California -

nmh 27, 195"1

Cammder John C. Roborta, ngtl Officer
Y. b, Navy Ordnance Testing Station
~ Inwkem, China I.akc, (aant’omu

Dur Sim

The attached. copy of' & letter sent to Nr. Donald ¥, .

A "!cﬁraw, by #r. Tom Lyon, Director of the Supply Division,
Detfense 'inerals Administration, #ashington, under date of

¥arch 15 is confidential and may not be relessed to the oublic;

It 48 sent to you in respense to your phone call bocuun 1% my
urve to guide you in relut.iom with Mr. ﬁc@rn. o

I see no reason 'lhy copies w not be circulatod

| ‘wiﬂl.’m your effices as you may find ity necessary. We made t.hé "_

examination partly to guide us in action on a-request for
Defense Minerals assistance and partly to determine whether =
McOrew was justified in making dcaanda on you for :ocesn to areas

_within the Statien boundary.

Our file of carbon ccmies imncaten that. for.nl notice

- of our findings have been sent, or scon will be sent, to .
Assistant Secretary John T. Koshler of the Bcparmmt of the ny, '

in a letier from the Director of the Sunply Diviasion of Lefense

,uimrals adniniltrntiou. This should reach you altinntoly.

Ono comont, which is not msccasary 1£ you know uining,
may clarify the letter te McOrew. A tin content of 0,02 or 0.03

percent represents the minimum that ie reécognizable by assay. °

Sawples from Mcfirew's claim contain less, 1.e., none or practically
none. It is merely.to underscors the hopelessness of the pmnosod
#2,500,000 loan that the letter to McOrew gives a computation of -
the value of a tin content of 0,02 percent, amounting to 60 cents .
(per ton). The vaias of 60 cents has meaning if compared with a
probable cost of mining and other trsatment smounting to several

dollars per ton. The actual fact is that no reasonably. conceivable .
- axpenditure of mongy, not even $2,500,000, would result in obtaining

tin in significant quantity lrom the :uterial ncﬁrew claims to be

- tin 0]’.‘..

bl .





It you ham an opportunit.y, please axpt‘“a aga:ln to -

'v“JOX’ Donald Beck our thanks for hls sxtreme. cour%eay axxd “ﬁ,;

C ciont hclp during our rma exuination.

Ioum aincoroly,

' : V’ard C. umith S
bupervising ﬁwlog:l.at, Ctlii‘arnia Dia%rlct
ST limral Bbposits Brmch :

e . CC: H. C‘ Miller - Bureau of Mines o






S UNlTED STATES .

DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTERlOR -
' DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION

© WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

 March 23, 1991
»Refer to Noted | Date

} ————— e | . DEPERTVENT OF INTERIO:
' T . /0 . BUSZAU OF vz e
w’. b@n uCGm . ‘ B ) " - . - ',’ o . - zr“.r ?
gms '(I s. Tintype carp‘, _— i (R . RECELVED

ox ‘ — — s

cmga, Galifornia ——— APR 21%1 .
' Answeréd : mmmﬂmom

".wdwur. MoGrews

. Your lotf»aﬂ of March 11 md 17; mgardizxg the ‘rintypo
mining claims on which your application for assistance under m
Befenn:d Production Act has hoen unﬂor conaidemt,ton, have bmz
‘NQ"-‘V 'S : ;

4 A hﬁ'wr dntué Narch 15, a&gnéd by the nmew. Suppl:r

" Division, denying your spplicaticn for Government assistance,

doubtless has reached you by this time, The additional. information

contained in the two letters being acknowledged at this time are
being sade & pm of the doektt mwﬁ? for mndy refarence, '

. © . Your continued m:mn 1:1 thb cbfmae pProgria u gmaw:
. appreciatod. .

- AHMES 5oy -
-
- . . Administratey -
CWMerr:.]_'I./erp | ST
Copy to - Lowell B. Moon |
, Tom Lyon: I SO Lo
"~ Le F, Strobel =~ - '
. Field Team -~ with cop:.es of J.ncom:mg letters g gg{,gé;?é,gw
.- Base Metals : , .
',F;_les o S " _‘%)lé"’/m?f&«cué«

#/5

e . Sw( -





: Dr James Boyd

ST Washington, D c, S
Dear Dr Boyd o |

& '\ B Ji"‘;{"‘fuo " - . B l?..- o . ) 4 . B o .‘ ' g ) '\ &
IR T SR DOn McGrew T ,

Y o Presn,dent U S. Tintype Gorporatmn
. Box 116 Cartago, Gallfornla T

Chief" Defense Mlnerals Admlmstratlon
'U.S. Bureau of Nlnes e

:In connectlon w1th my appllcatlon DVIA-119 for a loan of 965 000 OOO

to develope ‘and equip my Thurider Mountain cassiterite tm ore mine in’ the LT
e Argus Range, New Coso Mining Dist., Inyo Co. " Californla I am enclosmg as. .
: ;.,»addltlonal data my Operatlons Chart.t»_:; ) '2 S S N

&

o 1 will be noted that the reason I bave ae,ked for certaln latltude RS
" in-the g;rantmg of this loan is that. prices and materials have.changed .

markedly in the: past few months. Once T: get . started I want nothing 1o . stand_

o in the way of obta1n1ng maximum productlon.v For: exan;ple the .chart- shows a

- conveyor belt under the shovel hopper. I am now informied that available = - IR
o materials will not stand the ‘punishment dealt out by: thoee granite: boulders
: coming out of a. 6. yd. Bucyrus Erie bucket.. So:I' must use engines: and "

. .. standard guage cars. 1 have quotations’ at- hand from the G.:E. -The énginés -

< T want weigh 180 . tone and oost Jsléo OOO approx aplece 'I'hey are furnishlng
'_fcar costs this week e SRR . . _

Again, 1t will be noted that I have listed the cost of 1nstallln_g

our own power plant. 1 have already agreed to take California Electric
Power .Co. power. - They can furnish it for approximately &315 ‘000 per” m1le

o ‘from Trona, California. The ‘distsnce to Thunder Mountain is: 8pprox. 20 R
© - miles. . 21 miles across: flats and 8 ‘miles. up" Shepherd Canyon. _ Thls mll be
o about 93400 000 chea'oer than a prlvate power plant - S e

: : The elevatlons as. shown are of course not accurate. . That 1s, there .
is a side ‘hill available on my Bountyclaim which lénds itsslf. admirably to . = .
“terracing. f or. the crushing plant and gives us the advantage of gravity all the_ o

way from shovel to smelter. As long, as. poss1b1e I w1ll operate on the 5800'

: -level 1n the plt

Ibctor I have already informed you that I have a new mountaln of

w;tln whlch I had missed in- the dark heretofore. -:You haven't’ seen -anything yet'

: There ‘are deposits in ‘that ‘canyon to. ‘keep me: gomg for .theé ‘next- twenty years. Co
-1 have. deliberately played down thus far the: depos:Lts of cobalt nlckel chromium,
f’._\,.tltanium and copper. 3 There is also an 1ron mlne. T S PR o

You will doubtless note that I ain pregudlced in favor of extremely

'-'.heavy crushmg -and excavating machlnery I-should be. .I have- demgned shovele
. and crushersand I have ‘operated them, - A short-s1chted man-with a small outfit
. " would .go: broke 4n two months or less in'there. ‘One’ ‘slide ‘would buy. his small

~shovel,. One: boulder -would ruin the- del1cately balanced main bearing of his"

I w1ll send you phothtats of our smelter as soon as’ f 1nlshed. - .l

With renewed thanks for your co-operatlon 1 remain, = ST
ST ST , : . Smcerely, ;
- Don McGrew

- small crusher. And he couldn't poss:Lbly g.et output enough to reduce operatlon e
Lol ‘costs and pay off h1s 1oan. . .





e e AP? 2401 .
noan F. McGERN smmzmoa.cmm |
_ o President e | )
U. S Tin ‘I‘ype Corporation,f RURURIRA
e Box 116 - SR
Cartago. California RTINS

7 March 11, 19517

. Dr. Jemes M. Boyd D e e e et
'U. S. Defense’ Minerals Administration v RerIMALL9. . - o

' U.’S. Bureau of Mines

; Washingtom D. C. g el e

u Dear Doctor- -

: : Just back from a trip to the tin deposit. I am
. happy to tell you that I dimcovered a new or additional
- mountain of cassiterite tin down there! I had passed it in =
- the dark, This time I didn't. I have also staked 10 new -
- claims and will add meny more. . I discovered at least two -
'~ dozen additional" ledges of cassiterite tin ore. And I em not .
.through prospecting in that fabulous canyon.. s

Very truly yours. ) o

. Ton McGrew.
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| Am of'applicant*s pmpert-y 83 muented by ycrur snb;}ac.t mmrqndtm
co _da'bed Jmmary 21:. Lo } R

0% Attached are four copiu of a report b;r Ward C; Sm:l.th, e
S .‘Gohlogical Survey, and R, R. Tren:ove, Bureau of Mines, Accerdmg
5 ,“w tmir rmcr’s, ths Hcﬁm pmperty oomd.na no tin

. [ . . : o R s s
s B - L0

M. Co 1207 -
A ‘&egimz I

o mcmng-* f.(mré)?’ o

Copy tox A Ward Smith, Gw‘logical Sumy (mthout attachment)
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: » . S o e e . soe Tt Lo . . .
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O*fioa ﬁlc is baing? retumed hernith. R :

Exgcutive Offiqeyr, Field Team, g





_ ,f;uiniag Division 'f'fﬁ‘iévhaa ﬁéiifdfhiiﬂ~f jP. 0}.36x“155}3{t‘ S
: '.(.-Resion III AN Lo l:'"f'.{ReriO'," Nevada

. Merch'8, 1861 .

L ) Hemo randum

" To:. = H. c Hdller, Regional Director, Region 111 f y;:jw'{f.' .

» Froﬁ—f¥ Chief Hining Division, Region III

: ,[}{-.Subject: Donald F. HcGrew tin application--mm-llg
» \ ». Enclo&ed are 5 coples of the report by an engineer .
L of the Bureau of Mines’ and ‘a’geologist of the U. S._Geclog;gal DRI

USurvey on - the McGrevr Tin Prospect in Inyo County, Calzf.

i The conclusion of the enginoer and the geOIOgist ‘
. .fj.is that the rocks on: the McGrew property contain no tin and. L
. that the claims ‘lie-at least: 2/3 of & mile west of the

- .'boundary and ins:de the !avy Ordnance Testing Station. e

S In aocordmce with your memore.ndum the complete i
: f:Lle one Mr. McGrew’s property is. roturned herewith. L B

TR N A.C. Johnaen U
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Don McGrew . ‘ )J .
.Pres. U.S. Tintype Corp. /

Box II6, Cartago, Calif. W -

Feb, 24 -- I95I
Mr. Ruusel Trentgove,
U.S5. Bureau of Mines,
P.0. Box I55I
Reno, Nevada.

Dear Mr. Trentgove: ,

You will be glad to know that I received a letter
or assay report from Texas this morning showing 20% tin. I
immediately notified the Defense Minerals Administration to this
effect. The assayer knows how to lick the titanium in that
matrix,

I also received a letter from the C.0. of the Navy saying
the Navy is highly in favor of mining strategic ore and if the
Defense Minerals Administration approves of my request for a loan
of $5,000,000 the Navy will grant permission for me to mine in the
terrain where part of my claims cross over the unstaked line which
marks the eastern boundary of the U.S. Navy Ordnance Test Station,
China Lake, Calif. :

I wish we had had more time so that I could have shown
you the extent of the cassiterite showing all around the edge of the
volcanic crater cap which is now called Lime Hill. = We were on the
east side when we took the samples. The crater is about a mile
wide. Cassiterite shows on top and all around the sides.

I am anxious to get going and hope that the Defense
Mirerals Administration will hasten theip decision. I can pay
that loan back in jig time. As T will pay cash on the barrel
head for equipment the Government will have machinery as well ag
the deposit for security.

I enjoyed the trip with you and hope to see you again

.8 Sincerely yours

e
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¥r. Kussell Trengove
Ve 8o Burrnu of k.inu
Po 0. Box 1561 .

Reno, Kov&da

Project Fo. Tremgove . .

Lc"re\l ‘rin
U. S. Ho. 0. Traminr Stat:.on
Chzna Lake, 6a11£orn1a
Semple ‘Io. T %s8n
1 C *0.02
3 0,02
I % less t‘mrl

ho tin detected in any of these ae:uples by the spectrovranh " :

A. L. Engel for
J. B. Zadra
Supervising Engineer

ccet Ao Co Johnson
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MIVERAL FROJECT

plied the Metallurzical 3rance
dinr sampl- o subnitied

Tat
iy

o Feb. 19, 1661

———

Fwe end lezallon of property: MoGrew Tin,
V.8.Nme0. Training Station
Chine Leke, Calif.

MoGrew Nos. 1, 2, and 3

Sam;le identitication numier: Noe. 1 = 1 sack
_ ‘ ® 2 -3 sacks

Nunbr of sampler in sninnment (estimalod 12 necessary): 3 - 1 sack
' seid to contein

Fer.titanitm;e cobalt; mengenesend®,: iron. epd;mapy others.

Sn0g

Ward Smith, U.8.G.5. suggest that all samples
should be washed thorogghly before crushing.

- . - - ‘\
Name ane address of Project Fa~ineer
i (% P N
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7 Russell R. -Trengaﬁve
Authorized bPsO«gBox 165145,/
Reno; Ne¥oavis
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| UNITED STATES RECEIVED
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR on
FEB 5 1351

DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. _ | BAN FRENCISCO, CAUFORMIE,

January 2k, 1951

: Reler to i Nowes | Dare |
Memorandum
To: - H. C. Miller, Field Team, Region IIT
From: Non Ferrous Metals Committee N
Subject: Donald F. McGrew tin application DMA=119 |Answered B

The Non Ferrous Metals Committee has reviewed Donald F.
McGrew!s application on Form NSRB-1L6 for a loan of $2,500,000 for
equipping the Tintype group of claims, Shepherd Canyon, Argus
Range, Inyo County, 25 miles southeast of Darwin; reviewed also
were a number of letters including one addressed to the President,
one to the Navy Department, and another to the DMA Administrator,

A SPécial issue has been raised by Mr; McGrew because
of his belief that the property lies within a Navy Bombing Range,

The following quotation from Mr, McGrew!s "Note on
Assays" attached casts some doubt on the presence.of tin: "I have
received assays as high as 22% on samples from this deposit.from a
friend who can't allow his name to be used because he'll be punish-
ed severely by.a church that hates Gentiles, etce"

A field examination is indicated to’ determine (1) the
presence of tin in sufficient quantity and concentration to justify
the proposaly (2) the location with respect to the Navy Range
boundary. Even if the examination shows a situation giving no '
basis for the Loan Applicatlon nevertheless a sufficiently detail-
ed report should be filed so that questions asked the Bureau of

" Mines by the Navy as to the merits of the property can be answer-
ed, .
copy of :
Attached is/a letter dispatched: "to Mre McGrews

Non Ferrous Metals Commt'bee
APPROVED
DiA Opera’olng Commlttee
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Basalt outorop (derk area) back of castus.





fasalt outersy (dark srem) on left.





Fae Volrew
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