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DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION  “¥=®

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
1012 Flood Bldg. -
870 Markst Street

_.San Prancisco 2, Cslif.

J u]y 23, 1953
Nemorandum

Tor George C. Selfridge, Chairman, Operating Gennittoe,
IMEA, Washington, D. C.

From: Exscutive Officer, IMIA Field Team, Region III

Subjscts Docket IMBA-302k ~ Tungsten
N. V. Pranceschi
locarno Tungsten I:lne_, Kern County, Calif.

Reference is to the request, dated May 20, 1953, by
Mr, W. S. Nartin, Acting Chairman, Operating Committes, for a field
examination of the Locarnc Tungsten Mine.

The mine has now been examined and four copies of a report
entitled "IMEA-302}; , Locarno Tungsien Prospect, Kern County, Calif.,"
by Jacques F, Robortncn, Geclogist, U. S. Geological Snrwy dated
July 16, 1953, are attached.

" In line with the geologist's conclusions, Mr. Bailey and I
agree that no IMEA loan ahonld be granted to explore the Loecarno
prospect.

-
i

H. C. Miller
Executive Officer, IMFA Field Tean
Region I1T

Attachment

Copy to: A. C. Johnson, Reno (With copy of report)

E. H. 3&116”, Usas

Rovle\ ed bv
DMEA ouumw

§-3- $3
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Locerno Twisten i‘rospect
¥Yern County, Celifornis

- Jacgues By Hobertson ’

zmnary md Goncl sions
. 1\1. V Frmceach:., mmer of the Locerno twmicten prospect,

h 302k, Kem County, Cailifomia hzg s«mlied for @ rzovomf-zent. a

loen under the DITA omrran 1o sssist 5:1 exploring for scheelitew

beerin~ veins. | !heproswctliea in r:rmomc»r:xte that 15 tren-
sected by 2 set of northesst trending .fault zones thet cerry miner
scheelite. Loezlly, small eoncentranons of scheelite Yive been
foumd in the eluviael mor*tle. The 370 feet of workings exglcfe S
two percllel fewlts thet ctrike X . 55° 5. and bound o 25 foot wide
zone of °he£red end al*bereu erenodiorite. 'I‘he propuced work cone .
sx.st., of drivm" 2“0 to 3@0 feet of drift from the.r Qr;rthés:st fece:
of the mein mrk:u““s end cross et 100 feet to rorth wﬂt, zt € cost
of 10 per foot or « 'Lotel of about 2,000, |

Kot enouch s¢l aeelite e .wunebly be ex}ieétécl £c be: micow}éred
to mrrant explor:tian oi ’~1e Locemo tuw- tev,f ;amsm ct ander the
TTi proryem. fm.e empo sed sc eelite denosmts fxe in :ﬁ.few, c:rrata.—
cally distributed, tiny lenses, 2-L inches wide ‘b«;, rt nost,3 feet
bl.ony,‘ in shezred and sltered nrens@locite. ‘in 211 srobebility the |
sare type of spotty c»’c':’c":.:*jz-ti:n‘ce.mvx}d be li‘c'._izz;‘. E:yexte;gtiiz:;* the woﬂ&
inps, but nét enourh cmxj.(; be nmined 1o justily the emploeretiion cost.
Traces of #chézeliw oceur in the eluvicl mentle, b:{;‘c. not in sufficient
concentraiinns m ;}:wi.iif,?'}:zl( cer :ﬁj.niaw... | |
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It is recormended ‘that no DML losn be grante&'tu‘mﬂéré; the

Loca;im tungsten jomspectQ

| | | Introductlon | |
- The Locamo mjne tun"esten prospect, Dr-!hﬁ. 3021., Kem Co mty,

| C:«litomis R was exammed &t the requeat of . C. »hs.ller Eacecutive
- Officer for DAEA,‘ Yegion IJ.I, by J. I‘.‘ *bber’mm of ’ohe e S

‘Geolomcal iurv'ey the even ing of June 9 and durmr ‘the dey of

June 10, 1953, I. V. Fra:n casehi, the omer and apgllcant for OV

emnent aasistmne ’ acccmp-.n:.ed the :veolomt on the exa‘nix atiors

kur. e L. Bennett, resegrch physicist for the U.,-\;.v‘},avy.ﬁt‘ﬁhina

Lake, C&lifbmis, was 'presar-t pert of the time. Oﬁtcf’ops, mai:ily
in new rosd cuis Q pi*tv, vwere inspectad with altra~viol.tt larp at
nirht, and the surf:;ce and amicrf-rmuui were visited sud mepped dur-
ing the day. ne. savzple wos iteken from the Scheelite-bearmg eluvial
demsit, nd essaved for tinpaten by the ~J. Y "mmau of Y¥ines &t
Rmo, Nevadse. |

The Locarno pmperf.x wés previmm];sr exemmed by o S Dureau
01‘ Ninea m"i.neer“ Ee Re Tx*engm g6 B We -haeha on Jima 12,‘195'1
in reraxd to an mph.catibn for & 2 mile acceaa road. m rosd Wbs
apprwad, end uas constmcted by the . o, R rest Service in the
fall o.t 1“52 at e cost of . -20,000. rrmxceschi applmd J?or & I}MEA

. lomn for some exploratory work on n wy Ts 3./5‘%. ; -
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ibcation, ‘con88, and General Descrmt:.on L
The Locamo *xine is located on 97 ceres of natea‘oed .wnd in
the - 5eCe 21, Te 29 5.y Re 3b Eoy B & Moy Moaave 3{) ninute
madranplz, in Kern (:omty, c&lii‘oml“ It is within but r.c:ar
the south. ‘boundary of thn mquoia natioml Forest, in the Piute
, }Iountaim. ‘Most of *I:he niine vropcrty is on the E ﬁn}’ll" of &

prominent spur betwesn 6300.1;0 6800 feet elevation sbove ses level.

‘ ~.Lﬁ‘t the new access r!md, the yArarh serty cen be rez zchod from
Bakers{ield by amuomomle wig Cah.eﬂte, disterce of T8.0 milea.
The route from Ba‘wrsfielﬂ follows the Tehachzpi Pasc hi;'hway

e Be L66 for 22 miles to 80 1thos*st. From this pomt z fair paved
road to north and esst is followed for 25.% miles to the Iiute
rench, by wey of Cgliente, I»’ex"is-»Lorainca, ard f,he Ssnd Canyb:ﬁ' Store.

! one ﬁay, windin~ dist rosd from the Piuate ranch ic followed for

8 miles to the Locamo mine. The last 2} miles of newly conétmcted‘

roed hes meny sherp switchbacks thet require bgc-kim’ wu tumin{,.
T’ve switchbeck turns should be enlarred s t0C larre boruuer‘s and‘ o
sluf{ from cut banks mist he cﬁa'ared before thé rosd ¢can be'used'
ex‘ber:sivelylfor 1za,z11iﬁgt;¢ Aecording to Mr. ches‘_chi,:'ﬂm property
is now accessible throughout mos'tv of the Winter Sesscr: ,.'*bccsa#e the
new road is t‘m‘ the souts flenk and in the lee of the mein rir}g;ea of
the vizte Ilfountains. The nca“est railroal iu i,he )mthem reific

line &t Cf,l.n.e:;te, 29 miles from the Apn“z;.'mrt:{.

36 .
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The camp. ‘n(i *'u.ll src zpplwd the yeer sround u;\.th uu%er i‘ro*l

neazby sorings. MU nmsex*t the prc,gerty is not servm b;y' eleci:ri«»
" ecity, but it is equippeé m.’ch & t-eleﬁhme. '.!‘.L'ber neEY. ’rso cut on
the nroperty to eetisfy t:vm mino tnd fuel neods, but it is euaier
avd no less prpe”sv.m to he a’l in lrezdy eut lumber r‘equirod for
buildine or mﬁninps - L
" e Locame m_«eséentially « ~old. property cmsistm of rdits
amad mine workinga .ét sewimi sltitudes, .,mrrsten, in t’*o m‘irer 1
scheeli.‘bev, oceurs basi & minor constituent in the g:olcirvo;lns.- The
rreetest emownt :i‘ sche.elii:e, wcovered on the z:mpc{rty'i# £t the |
sonthern-most end lowest workines, which sre the mbiec.t of the»
operei:of"s’ loar app].ic#fa‘ibn. It it' referred 1oy hcrew Lter, s the
"Locai-nu t‘.mr‘st;eﬁ,;;m;pégt," to distinmadsh it fzjot'x. u:e u;:oper WOTie
ings of the Locamo groiﬁ P | N
. Imlf s nile to the m*ﬁ of the Looamc propert:; is the 'ynre
mme, belonping: o tne :crimer Proa. It hes proc.umd con ldorable
#old from northesst-irencing q_uax-tz veins m_ :‘x‘enoc’.iomte{ 3‘0 the
gouti of the Locemo mire helf = mile is the Simen ﬁiﬁe owned fay ‘
e ‘Franceschi.' It res “x’!x,uced some sehecl:.*c tha, *L uag “ané sorted,
then milled M, Ftolie. T“c ‘Simon minc is nnt ‘wmf‘ opvratec’ &t the
present time,

L
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‘nwe upper @I‘ki e of t‘xc Iﬁcama nine hrve been exmvxsively ’
mined for goic‘t azid are partly ac«:ess;i;:le. 1ittle "@lv .mmp has
been dme m ﬂ}e pi'o;'ﬁertygineé befors i-;“oﬂﬁ Liar }II.. B :raminatid-n’ .
of the upper workings diséiosed & rumber of very smell pockets 'af‘
scheelite that conld vzaml'gr be considercd rowe then traces. S'o_me' |
scheelite is rcporﬁeé to heve been reccvered fronxs:xrf::ce corgen=
trations in the soil. Severel shallow pits are scattam ehout -
near the uppe:‘c?mrking;é , but only & few épecm of scheelite vere
observéd.i;é "éheaé',pms;:ents-. _..’Bm mine cmp is S:’z.tz,:a't,ed'. ’rxt:.ar t}%e
.upper mine s«mrldngsg o ‘ | : : |
The tunrster yz;lms.pcsci: is 600 to }1000 feet ?scz}xth,‘»:;i‘, aa-v over
300 feet lower in 4;3.‘1';11:-;169: fh,an,_ the r:ihéz” eEmpe I¥.r mﬁche& vis

tre newly eohstracted 'accesa méd, which, e excant ;f‘r:r one- smtchbecﬂ,
- is not showr on the attaé’véd :ﬁaﬁ; ""ﬂe supface &t thc t.fmzswn PrOS~
ps\ct is steep, with ¢ slope of 30° or rore, nd is ‘covered by r

- 3 to 5 feet man t]c m“ 1mse rock and soil. Yoed cuts expose the
.ma‘drocx 3 except i‘cr&}mt_, gzrmodionte in place cennot be ¢istine
éuis&ad from hugé .1;03’.1'1606 ‘boﬁlders tha "'vetv slid fr:m bove.

e soil, whxch crmtains traces of saheelmte s hes bem nros-.
pectad by vpits an: & smll ireuch. - One or two rximr concentrations
of acheehtc evt been found in the elaviel xmterl(.sl, gd two sdits
have been driven . explor_c the underlyins rock for sche“el'ite.' 'véihs .
Tre nein ad.zt is ériven on ) northerly hcac‘mr ior 130 'feet, with
100 feet of dmftﬁ; aior,ig, : ,;thm:din;r Im;':mr mll rsult of &
wide ,shear'z’o‘ne.: -f:’ 30 i‘:t:_:t' gz‘ossczzt af}.‘ me'csmi’t'to north exzslo:eé

S






the shear zone, ~here are nu stopes. The other adit is 350 feet
to north, st the switchback in the road. It explores & northeast~

trerding feult for abé'.zt..).;tl feete

| | ' Geolomr
Tha Locama nine oeears within the Isabella Fren cdiumte ‘mass
~that is pert of the n.erra hevada batholithic complex. M1 the nfmc
) lworkinna exe deveIOped glovg @ set of mejor northeas trending fe\zlt
sones. flong some of then old qﬁafti'veins‘hsvé been formed. The
rrenndiorite country yock ié ‘very frosh except -adjs:cent to and within
the fault gones where it is considereblv sltered.

The mein adit of the Locarno tun-sten nyospect pesseq throiwh
fresh ~r&nodir>mte ard *aenetmtcs & mone of shrsred end. brot en APERO=~
‘diorite 90 feet fro:nv the pcrtal. The zeme is 25 feet m.de, atn:es
. ©89 g, s rmd"isﬂb&mded ozzl 'thé henpine wall s:Lde ¥ £ !-?ell defined
fenlt thet dips 600 soith, e footml* side 45 less well defined
_ by P fmﬂ.f that dmﬂ abcnt }400 south end onm"rs, with "lattcﬁ.:mL of
dip, tu eonverpe with 4&10 ;"zarrim v*ll fmlt in tmb 80" Iﬁ“?@ut end of
the workin«s. T"l{“ ma::z drift follws tire ‘7“’1".3..1’1;?’ wdl £z :.:l.t for 180
feet rlo: ;f ‘c.‘m: strixe. o |

| ¢i‘thi t}*@ shicered and broken zone tI*c rmz%mr“te is extcnslmly
’ e.ltered, with develop"xe’ it of elsy ninera]s A sericite. Locally, it
is also ails.c:r.fled. I!m “o'-k ia lincnite s’romed thmw ‘ho1t from
“slterstion o.f‘ bimite end otller mfic m.ner la. €v*t.r:u Fers it .‘wnsos
of quartz s fron 1e3~'* thau en neh to 3-h inchcs mick, occar in the
zone, but they are mly & :f.‘ow feet 1on ﬁnd erc erramcsny dxstribated.
6 _ 4





Only three tiny pads of dissemincicd ceheclite vere seen dn the

.«hasarod su¢ allereG zonu. Qne spot, cxposed in the mwwmst drii"c

&t the ha ck, is 2 ’co 3 *-1chas vide cn¢ & foot d.cm 'y and is estmated

to contsin sht 2 rer cent -;3. T seeond and third Mcts zre in

tho northeast drift end in the crossent. “nck 18 2= :‘i.??.ches wide

ard 1-2 frot lonm, oud :xs estimrted Lo o tnm Ue2 por cout or less

.

3. Yo sswles from these occurrences .wem “aken hecanse the samples

wo:,zlxi hrve congtituted oo totsl emonat of schealite showing, nc would
not ave repreéenﬁecl anjp’c»t.e%iﬂ nrodaction. ’r. yenceschi pointed
out the location where & Vsimilar noc of uchr-elite hed oen mined out.
Semple 1. 5 , .tzzi{eﬁ by the Buresu of Miree enginecrs durin~ the examis
nstion for ﬂxé ec’cess“ road, cane from this pocts v . | . |
In the sﬁmll adit jJust north of the switchback on ﬁ'}m hm;gé.ten
prospect, the alticred £:d broker rrenodiorite is exposed iz &'l 13-l N
trencine fanlt. £~ ;féry snr-_ali lens o¥ scheclite wee ox wséd rt the
free of this sait when exc.m;:*cd ecrlier by the ™ we_“ 03‘ s en cincers ’
but it hes since beon re:*.oved.'. Cenple W o. L ocene fron this 1@!15. The

fzult exposed in the up:ecr &dit ey be the ‘up dip centinuation of the

- footwsll fa*z.i't"note(} frothe lover #dit. The ror cB c*t betweer the two

C£Gits exposes some shoer plmm in sltere¢ ~rend m%te, which snrrests

the: onteropping of the"br_ckcn zone oxposed do the lower adite

The eluviél ins:-.ntle o the t'.mrrstm ;praspéct contezins treces of
acneelite derived fro n srosion of veirs. Locally, sz;zail c':.vncentratimb'
of scheelite have been munc. in the soil el nros;)ecttm;* hes been care
ried on for lsr-er ﬁlacer cuneentrations. ’l‘he 17 foot lon;; trench
located shove t:e mein sdit contelns one oi" i.wb snzll cancentrations »

7.
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but conzosite s ““‘310 110 i telon by the wrdker fron tlone the lenpth
of the twcuich ess ayea mlJ JM)L rer cent T03, . Lis ted below am &85¢,
of sepl e 1 to ' tﬁ{ﬁu by the Turegn cf ti:mes c*\rineers ang s&:mple

No. 6 taken by the writ.e:'. e lﬁc:ticn.s erc shown on the map (fime 1)s

Semple No.. o &2 gl BT (};. bg/T
1 0.18 0.06 0,20
2 hg{}S 301 '_ , . ”J',?g
3 Q.51 . S 56038 “Ted!
5 1.56 9,038 - 0.25

me sgstys of scnples 1 o § taken by the Bu"rc;»ex of I=iine:s‘ enpincers
rive © felse impﬁ:séirqn of the velues thet mzy be axﬁenteﬂ from the
'deposs.t. ihe sazx‘.pléa ém‘,fmnz the tiny lenses 0{ c¢issenineted scheelite,
which in 'no wey rmmvsezit eontinuous zwzerah zation in well oerined
pettoms. lverr smple is fron & lens thot wmlé r’*mbr’vld vield less
- ther 30 pmzma of sc‘reelii;mbcsrirw rock. Ghe lnrorn of ilines enrineers
List 57 units Wi's *mssnmd recerves 1 the twrkingw of the tunpsten
rrospect, but‘ this figure ':Ls mi;hoz;t: .Substmjst:.,amon. ?Zo t";ESES’.LI‘&Ole

reserve of scheclite ore wss observed by this writere

| Ké;qﬁimént . .

e rine cump Aizé.sf tw.: cebing lerre enoarh to £ccomnoc ate 10 to 15
=en confortebly. % ccbins ere in excellent condition mth stoves,
Irdtehon wd plurbine £cilitiesy enc {anditare. fire ¥ rzz*ceuch:. owng
Ctwo plck-up trucks in feir to food concition.

'Ihcre ere tx-m f-olc mille s oue i the ’Lucarno Am:mc: &:‘sz; the other
ot the Simon vine. ' reg;&ﬁ»rted,lg; the Buresu or "ines en~ineens, the

Qe






locerno mill "contsing & iS ton gyratory mill,-énév 15'h6rsepmr‘
Fairbenks ?i»-typc'gamaim encine, 3 other small mgines_é and en
85 cu. ft. compi?e .;or. | -

The lower Simon mill "c ntains & _}’ foot diemeter ‘Ivmtmwtm
m.ll, zn 8" x 12n Jm cmaher, ane 16 foot Wilfley table, one 20
horsepower‘ ‘umdard merine enf:ine, and maalyam plates. lr. Franceschi
" has the necessary ‘equipnent,; rolls, zné tnblos to cunvert t.ha pgold .
mills to tunpsten mills." | |

Mr. Frenceschi lfays t_h,ﬁ.t‘vhe has all the x‘xeces'sary‘pipe, .raiis ’
mine csrs, jack harﬁmers,'a:i& tools to undertake thé”ﬂroposed under-
rrouml explomtim.‘ Fowdez-, gas and 011, and possibly timber are
the only items that would heve to be bought. |

froposed -Explbratim

‘pplicant's proposal

Te object of tha DME 1! logn appllcat:.on is to explore the extcnv‘
sion of the broken snd ilmred zone in the v:min‘adrb of te tunfzsum
prospect. Work pmposed consists of extendirr the rua:m drift for 3
distance of 250 to 300 feet alon{ the strike cf the hanging wall
- feult, towsrd the northeaaﬁ from the pr«want face of the drift, md

then nroascut 100 feet northwest from the drift to axplore the broken

and altarod gone end to find Schaels.’u in poasibha parallel vein

struetures. Mr. F anceach:i. is menabla to altemate plans for wderw

pround exploratiun, but conaidera the totel foomge of sbout uoo feet |

& ninimum mquiremnt.

9‘-‘.






e mining would be undertaken by ilr. Franceschl with # helper
et en estimsted cost of {10 per foot ireludins equipment, powder,
, timber, 1!.:&)()%v b '52 per hq\w, anéd cortingesciess ork cen prorress
et en sverare of & reét per day. T&tal cust, on the 510 ver foot |

bagis, snounts to cbont L,000. |

Conclusion ‘
In view of the nerligible emount of scheelite wncovered in the
 tunesten prospect, no exploration of the deposit is wabrﬁﬁtad;- (‘mlyv
a few such tiny pods of sch,eeiite 85 am alreeﬁ;;? exposed in the work-
ings cen be expected by expilormrt the extansion of the shesr zone or

crossentting for parallel veins.

10.
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He Vo pancescid ,
Locarmo Tungston e
fern Cownty, Caiifornta

~ear ir, Aller:

Reference 1s nade to the subject sppliestion for exolore
atdon asristance which is being referved to your office for veview
xut for a 29eld cxmmination if werrsnted, '

As this groperty was examined by engineers of eglon Il

incmcﬁmdthmmhuﬁmtumacmmmehm
apyroved ond mbsenuently budlt, your office may alrvealy be in @
Mumwwmmmatthamhmmmwrkm@am
hy the applicant,

\ ihthwmehﬁmmmu@-'
closed for your informetion: o

“asorandin by T de Iesuon, b.-‘—‘»;»;.b\.‘iﬁé" 1;5: 1953’ '
, : Sinoerely &m:
WS My
| | ACTING Chairman, Uperating Comuittes
Approveds | | |

Lnelosume

J. H. Hedges | Fm“mmdgezfoc
Feuber, Duresu of dnes ' g;]f Wﬁf’ -
- Code 100"
A R. Kinkel, J, S FT, !?gg. .
m&‘&m | oo "gm’i‘u ile

e W, Ceehan, USHii
Yo H, Lemmon, USGS

Res Jocket No. DA 302% - Tungoten
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’ ;'k‘i m 9;. L"ﬁwﬁ;
325 = S5th Avenne '
Veodoo, Californdis

tes Docket No, DNIA 302, « Tungsten

' He Vo Prancescht ‘ '
jocarne Tungsten Mine
Jerm County, Californix

Dear Mr. ‘rancosehi: "

: our spplication for exploration nés:‘.stm ot your
locarno idne in Kexn County, Jaliforania, hos beon reviewed by

the iron amxt Jerro-illoys Division, BEA, and has boen referred

to Hr, N, {, Hiller, Txecutiwe Officar, DH:IA Fiold Tean, iegion
1il, 1032 Flood Juilding, 370 Mariet Hreet, San Frencisoo,
California Ilor further consideretien anc po8sibly a fiald ex-
smination, ' o ’ E

Should a tiald exmination be mede of the property,
Ay assistance that you can render the examining enginsers will

be appreciated,
: sincerel; yours,
C. O. Mittendorf
: - Administpator
JHopkins :foc ‘
5«15-53
ccs Docket
Code 40O

FT, llege 1T

Adm. Reading File

Operating Comm,

R, W. Geehan, USBK
D, ¥, Lemmon, USGS





| i‘w 5, 293’3
immm 3 |
e A, Cniny par, el and Shatistin Siviston
W' S xmaul mmywmm -

Subjoets - Applmm for wlomﬁm 554 - bmm
R . N V. Franceschi ‘
325 « 5th Averuw , - :
. Venice, Celifoymia
Locayne Tungsten line, Kom Gmw, talifornn

‘Reference 1s mado t.o a copy of cited @mmm, &wheﬁc

| -mammmmmmmmm

tbaa;nucmtu,.{chm mwmmmmmmm |

‘l‘hu xollm&ne :w.‘m&ﬁm mldava to tha Locaro r‘mn

" hnes mmmmwwma@wnummm wedmag fequlre:mw |

mvmm.m‘. L
’ Ummof:m %x&.%VWM
_otﬂnroemmm.m.tﬁ.dmwmm;nrormﬁeém

Hood with the Jsfense Kinerals Aduinistration, Dopertuent of the
Anterior. This application was sssipwed Dooket 1o, - and

Amwummnmwmwwzmna.

ard Henjemin R, Sheshan, Mining Hoginsers of feglon IY1, Hased
on thelr report deted July S, 1551, it vas concluded that there :
u:m'wmmmm momwmmtﬁnmmum

otmamrona.

Wrmmmmmd‘mpmmmwm _
Mauwmmzmwmmmmwtum

mational. defense by Dk, the project wes spwoved to corb mz.om.m. e

% was Iotrned mtﬂwoﬁz\nﬂmmmm@m'

',m@bym Fuyweu of Public ionds wae materinlly chmged by the

Porest Service who requested mmd received an muml 5‘98,000.06

~ bringing the m mt’ to &*20,“6“3- ‘ B





, ' In 2 lotier & tha Hining heqninmts mviajm, uhuﬁ,
, 'dnwd sarch 13, 1953, i, lis V. sranceschd states, "The inginesrs

: mm the property and veis'd the road, The Hational Forest '
mmmofmmmm.w.wmmw
build said voed, iTter spending about $20,000,00, Deceuber 15, 1952,
they aoved ihe road crew outy, the roa? is through alright but.not .
quits pacsable fecwoxmmu«muwmmm
‘mﬂ*'uloa to the mill, &wuumt.wiuﬁnwhmmjact“

Additional oo;m of the appliocation|iorm iH103),

- peolocic ump and applicentts letter have been mads and are atnd»d
herewith, The mpusﬁzwmmgmcmormw
pau-d by Haurs. ,mnava a:r’ Sheahan Jor thedr rcport-.

W, Ta Hartdn, Totlng Chdef

- Attachoments
JHopkinssfoc
Smb=53
“Lockst Y
it wading File

Code 40O .~ .
Fisld Team, Lege 3
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April 27, 1953 5/

| , 302
Dear Sirs ' W

Enclosed is a copy of Geological Map, showing Tungsten Deposits, also Access Road,
for which the Government appropriated $20,000,00 for the said project; also another
3/ith mile of road vhich I built at my own expense, to make easier access to my
property. This property borders on the South side of the Gwymnne Mine,

My property consists of four (L) veins: 2 pold veins Northeast and Southwesterly
direction, and one in North and South direction, consisting of tungsten and gold;
another parallel vein about 6 ft. wide in Northerly direction, which carries
tungsten. All these veins seem to come together on my property.

1 have been mining and nilling gold ore up to the closing of the gold mines by
Order 228, Several years in defense work put me behind in my mining operations,

My development work on the property consists of three (3) tunnels; two are 500

ft. each, with 120 ft. raise and 100 f£t. shaft (which caved in daring the shute
down, 150 ft. tunmel and cross cut on the North and South vein show for 28 ft,
vide of mixed ore, which carries tungsten., A parallel vein about 100 ft. distant,
8 ft. wide carries tungsten. All these veins have been traced and proved by
trenches up hill for about 2,000 feet,

My forty (40) years experience in mining and milling is considered excellent,
I intend to do this work by myself, with another man as helper., The property
is well equipped with machinery, good living quarters, good roads and water,
Machinery consists of 18-ton mill, 3 gasoline motors, 2 concentrating tables s
pipes, jack hammer, compressor, drills, truck end pick-up-etc, also rails,
muck cars, forge, water pump, water tanks and miscellancous items,

There is an alluvion deposit of tungsten (which you can see on the map) and
in which I judge there must be about 6,000 to 10,000 tons, and seems to carry
% %o § of 1% in general, I have shipped some high grade picked ore from this
deposit, ‘ :

¢

The object of this loan is to drive a tunnel ahcad 250 to 300 feet and 100 fee’c‘;
cross cut on the parallel vein to develop and block ore to warrant installing
& large mill,

Very truly yours,

/s/ Nello V. Franceschi
N. V. Franceschi
325 -= Sth Avenue
Venice, California
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GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

May 15, 1953
Mbnoran&ui
To:  W. S. Martin, D.M.E.A.
From: D. M. Lemmon _
Subject: Exploration applicatioh | D.M.E.A. 3024 |
. Nello V, Franceschi Tungsten

Locarno Mine
Se¢. 21, T. 29 S., R. 34 E,
~ Kern County, California

Proposal:

The applicant requests funds (anount not stated) to drive
250 to 300 feet of drift and 100 feet of crosscut, The location of
the proposed work is not shown on the map or adequately described,

- The property was examined June 19, 1951 by Ben H. Sheahan
and Russell R. Trengove in connection with an application for an
access road, which was approved. This road was subsequently built
at a cost of $20,000 ' .

Recommendation:

Although the information in the files of the Geological
Survey and that presented by the applicant are not very encouraging,
1 suggest that the applicatlon be referred to the Field Toan for
further appraisal.

D. M. Lnlnon

Copy to: Director’s file, 4212

"~ Branch
Reading file, l;212
Lemmon:bes

G: 5-15-53






. . BEFARTHENT OF THE (NYERIOD

oo -+ UNID STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE (@PiiRrOReck biiplons, .
) DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLQRATION ADMINISTRATION

FE o - MAY 71953 %//

Not to be filled in by applicant

APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN ' b 3 -
_EXPLORATION PROJECT, PURSUANT TO Bocket No. . PHEA: P02

DMEA ORDER 1, UNDER THE DEFENSE N ) )
PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED Bstimated Cost .

Participation (Government %) ...

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Name of applwtmt— a) State here your full legal name, in the form in which you will wish to contract, and your

mailing address: . » Franceschi
' Iocarno M:me
325 5th Ave

(b) If other than an md1v1dual add to your name above whether a corporation, partnership, etc., and the name of the State
in which incorporated or otherwise organized.

(¢) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names and addresses of officers.

.(d) If a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partne;i's.

2. General—Read DMEA Order 1, “Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects,” before completing this application.
Submit this application and all accompanying papers in quadruplicate (four copies), with your-name and address on each
sheet of the application and on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required

" information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number.
Comply with all applicable instructions; or, if not applicable, so state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration
Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest field executive officer thereof.

3. Applicant’s property rights.—(a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all
land which you possess-or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and excludmg any land or interest in land which'is
not to be included in the exploration project contract Patented 97 Acres ﬁ-lr Sec 21, T29,

SeRe 34 M.B.M, Kern County, Calif,

(b) State any mine name by which the prdpérty is known, Locarno Mine .
(¢) State your interest in the land, whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contraét, or otherwise . Owner.

(d) If you are not the owner, submit with this application a copy of the lease, contract, or other document under which
you control the property. -

(e) If you own the land, describ any liens or encumbrances on it Ba'lance tO par tmr 339000000 )
due Dec, 30, 56

(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the description above, the book a.nd page numbers for each recorded
location notice. [

4. Physical description.—(a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being
conducted upon the land, including existing mine workings and production facilities. State your interest, if any, in such
operations. Also describe accessibility of mine workings for examination purposes.

(b) State past and current production, and ore reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades.

(¢) Describe the geologic features of the property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, ete.), and your
reasons for wishing to explore. Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, 1nd1catmg on each
whether you require its return to you.

(d) State the facts w1th respect to the accessibility of the project: Access roads, dlstances to shlppmg, supply and residence
points.

(e) State the availability of manpower, materials, supplxes, equipment, water, and power. S  le—ees51-1






i

.

* 5. Thé exploration project—(a) S.the mineral or minerals for which you msh‘xplore Tungsten . &___.____‘__“_
Sheeddbe e '

[d
(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if needed)
of any present mine workings, and the location of the proposed exploration work as related to such features as contacts,
veins, ore-bearing beds, etc.

(¢) The work will start within _---.69.--- days and be completed within --12 ..... months from the date of an exploration
project contract.

(d) State the operating experience and background of the applicant with relation to the ability to carry out such explo-
ration project, and also that of the person or persons who will supervise the operations.

6. Estimate of costs—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you will have to use a separate sheet),
under the following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project:

(@) Independent contracts.—(Note.—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write “none”
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work in subsequent
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard
of material moved, etc.).

(b) Labor, supervision, consultants.—Include an itemized schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees
for necessary labor, supervision and engineering and geological consultants. ST S Y

(¢) Operating materials and supplies—Furnish an itemized list, including items of equlpment costmg less than $50 each,
and power, water and fuel.

(d) Operating equipment.—Furnish an itemized list of any operating equipment to. be rented purchased or which is owned
and will be furnished by the Operator, with the estimated rental, purchase price, or stlggested Use-allowance based on present
value, as the case may be.

(e) Rehabilitation and repairs.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary initial rehabilitation or repalrs
of existing buildings, installations, fixtures, and movable operating equipment, now owned by the Operator and which will be
devoted to the exploration project. -

(f) New buildings, improvements, mstalla.tzons —Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary buildings, fixed
improvements, or installations to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project.

(g9) Miscellaneous.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not
including initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator’s equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmen’s compensation
and employers’ liability insurance, and payroll taxes.

(h) Contingencies.—Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated above.

Nore.—No items of general overhead, corporate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or any

other indirect costs, or work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be included in the
estimate of costs.

7. (a) Are you prepared to furnish your share of the cost of the proposed pro;ect in accordance with the regulations on
Government participation (Sec. 7, DMEA No. 1)?

(b) How do you propose tc. furnish your share of the costs?. .+ 1 s. 5 2al C e e

l:' Money Use of equipment owned by you D Other

Explain in detail on acompanying paper.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf and acting for
the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best
of his knowledge and belief. o e

~0'A‘4 \:_-f

0 2X7: Ui Ao ,195.3 ,
/8/ Nello V. Franceschi

Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a wullfully false statement or representation to any depart-
ment or agency of the United States as to any matter within its junsdu:hon

V. S. GOVERNMENT PRIN’IIIIG Or'lél 16—66551-1
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UNITED STATES ‘ 100

, A . ‘ FILE COPY
SURNAME: 5
574

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

AUG12 1953

e, Nells V. Frencesehl

375 - Sth Averne

Vemdos, California .

Res Docket No. DMEA 302} - Tungsten
loosrno Tungsten Hine

Dexr lMr. Franoesohis

Your mpplication for aid for an exploretion project sad
other data aveilabls to us in kisshingbon coneerring the looerno

- mins have bee reviewwmd,

Projects approved by the Defense Minerals Axpleration
Adninistration must, in ite Judgment, show definite proadse of.
Fialding materials of acosptable grede in quantities that will
stgnifisently improve the minerel swply position for ths Netionel
Defanss Progrom.

Careful study of all our informe although no
indloates te us that the prodability of disclosing minable ore
ressrves by your propoesd progrem is mot sufficiently prowising
to Justify Government participetion. We yegret to adeise you,
under these circumstances, that your applicstion is danied,

Wo wish to thank you for your interest in the Deferme
Minerals Progrem and for bringing your property to our attemtion,

Sincerely yours,
C. 0. Mittendort ! ;
FARutledge:foc (
8~6-53 " Adninistrster
ces Docket . _ '
Code 1,00

Adm, Reading File
Operating Comm,
FT. REG. 3

Ro We 'Cﬁehm, USBM
D, M, Lemon, USGS






, v ‘ LE COPY //
URNAME: 7 p

UNITED STATES . ¥4
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR-

DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

" August 6:» 1953

Memorandum
To: ddninistrator, DMEA
Froms Iron and Ferro-Alloys Division, DMEA

Subjects Denial of exploration project in the amount of 000,00
Docket Mo, DMEA 302 ~ Tungsten 84,000+
Rello V. Franossehi
locarno Tungsten mine
Kern County, Celifornis

The denial of the subject application by this Divisi
based on the following infomsations il ad on 18

(1) The applicant propesed to drive 250 to 300 feat of
drift from the northeast face of the msin workings
on the tungsten prospsct followed by crosscutting
to the nortlwest for 100 feet at an estimated cost
of 810,00 per foot.

(2) The field exsmination of subject property was made
on June 12, 1951, by Benjemin H. Sheahan and Bussell
R. mngﬂn‘ Bareau of Mﬂ,, under Dockst No,
AR-{1-dccess Bosd. As a result of thesr exanination,
an access road costing $12,000,00 uas approved but o
change in the specificatione by the Forest Sexvice
mmmwmmmmum,ow.m.

(3) The property was re~exmmined June 9-10, 19<3
part 8 S 3, by
mgéwnﬁgommsw,at%b
applicationmbe o Hr. Hobertson recommended the snbju_:t

) Mewmnum&mmafu
errati
distrituted, tiny lenses, 2 to & inches wide by, at
moat, Bfeetlmginsmwatemm&m
Three of these hmumwmmmrmﬁw'
mﬁngaatmmmmm.
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. SURNAME:

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

(5) The Field Temm recammends denial of the subject ™"

application,

(6) The Commodity Divisions of the Geological Survey

Mﬂnﬁmmot}ﬁmcmmmﬁpm.

g E Giiow

W. S, Martin, Acting Chief
Iron and Ferro-Alloys Division

FARutledge:foc
8-6-53

ce: Docket/

Code 400
Adm, Reading File
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

(] 400 "

UNITED STATES ﬂ% 7a

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

August 6, 1953

Memorandum ,
~ Tos Administrator, DI’EAY/
From: Iron and Ferro-Alloys Division, DMEA

Subject:  Denial of exploration project in the amount of $l,000.00
Docket No., DMEA 3024 - Tungsten
Nello V, Franceschi
Iocarno Tungsten mine
Kern County, California

The denial of the subject application by this Division is
based on the following information:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(L)

The applicant proposed to drive 250 to 300 feet of
drift from the northeast face of the main workings
on the tungsten prospect followed by crosscutting

to the northwest for 100 feet at an estimated cost
of $10,00 per foot. '

The field examination of subject property was made

on June 12, 1951, by Benjamin H, Sheahan and Russell
R. Trengove, Bureau of Mines, under Docket No.
AR-li1-Access Road, As a result of their examination,
an access road costing $12,000,00 was approved but a
change in the specifications by the Forest Service
increased the expenditures for the same to $20,000,00,

The property was re-examined June 9-10, 1953, by

Jacques F. Robertson, Geological Survey, at the

request of DMEA, Mr, Robertson recommended the subject
application be denied,

The exposed scheelite deposits are in a few, erratically
distributed, tiny lenses, 2 to ) inches wide by, at
most, 3 feet long in sheared and altered granodiorite,
Three of these lenses were exposed in the 370 feet of
workings at the Locarmo tungsten mine,





(5) The Field Team recommends denial of the subject
application,

(6) The Commodity Divisions of the Geological Survey
and the Bureau of Mines concur in the denial,

We S. Martin, Acting Chief
Iron and Ferro-Alloys Division






W

"o

UNITED STATES ng ; ";-~?f§§:---l.-eujufsaﬂ
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR b e
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION Mosk deud

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

1012 Flood Bldg.
870 Markst Street
San Francigco 2, Calif,

July 23, 1953
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Memorandum 4

Tos George C. Selfridge, Chaimman, Operating Committes,
DMEA, Washingtom, D, C.

From: Exscutive Officer, IMEA Field Team, Region IIT

Subject: Docket DMEA-302) - Tungsten v
Ne Ve Franceschi
Locarno Tungsten Mine, Kern County, Calif.

Reference is to the request, dated May 20, 1953, by
Mr, We S. Martin, Acting Chairman, Operating Committee, for a fisld
exanination of ths Locarno Tungsten Mins.

The mine has now been exam,ned and four copies of a report
entitled "IMEA-302l ; Logarno Tungsten-Prospact, Kern Count.y, Calif. "
by Jacques F, Robertson, Geologist, U. S, Gsological St
July 16, 1953, are attached.

In line with the geologist's conclusions, Mr. Bailey and I
agree that no DMEA loam should be granted to explore the Locarno
prospect. — T T — T

He C. Miller
Executive Officer, IMEA Field Team
Region IIX

Attachment.

Copy to: A. C. Johmnson, Reno (With copy of report)
E. H. B&i.ley, USGS

WCP

5-3-53
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Locarno Tungsten Prospect
Kermn County, California

Jacques F. Robertson

Summary and Conclusions

Mre Neo V. Franceschi, owner of the Locarno tungsten prospect,
DMEA 3024, Kem County, California has applied for a government
loan under the DMEA progiam to assist in exploring for scheelite-
bearing veins. The prospect lies in granodiorite that is tran-
sected by a set of Qortheast trending fault zones that carry minor
scheelite. Locally; small concentrations of scheelite have been
found in the eluvial mantle. The 370 feet of workings explore
two parallel faults that strike N.ISSO‘E. and bound a 25 foot wide
zone of sheared and altered granodiorite. The proposed work cone '
sists of driving 250 to 300 feet of drift from thg northeast face
of the main workings and cross cut 100 feet to northwest, at a cost
of $10 per foot or a total of about $4,000.

Not enough scheelite can reasonably be expected to be uncovered
to warrant exploraﬁion.of the Locamo tungsten prospect under the
DMEA programe. The exposed scheelite deposits are in a few, errati-
cally distributed, tiny lenses, 2-4 inches wide by, at most,3 feet
long in shgared and altered granodibrite. In all probability the
same type of spotty occurrence would be found by extending the work-
ings, but not enough could be mined to justify the exploration cost.
Traces of scheelite occur in the eluvial mantle, but not in sufficient

concentrations to justify placer mining.

1.






It is recommended that no DMEA loan be granted to explore the

Locarno tungsten prospecte

Introduction

"I‘he Locarno mine tungsten prospect, DMEA 302k, KAem County,
Califomia, was exaaﬁined at the request of H. C. Miller, Executive
Officér for DMEA, Region III, by J. F. Robertson of the U. s.
Geological Survey the evening of June 9 and during the day of
June 10, 1953, N. V. Franceschi, the owner and applicant for gov- '
ernment assistance; accompanied the geologis{; on the examination.
Dre. A. L. Bennett, research physicist for the ﬁ. S. Navy at China
Lake , California, was present part of the timee. Outcrops, mainly
in new road cuts and pits, were inspected with ultra-violet lamp at
night, and the surface and underground were visited and mapped dur-
ing the day. One sample was taken from thescheelite-bearing eluvial
deposit, and assayed foi' tungsten by the U. 5. Bureau of Mines at
Reno, Nefrada.

The Locarno property was previously examined by U. S. Bureau
of Mines engineers R. R. Trengove and B. H. Sheahan on June 12, 1951
in regard to . an lapplication for a 2 mile access road. The road was
approved, and was coﬁstructed by the U, S. Forest Service in the

fall of 1952 at a cost of $20,000. Franceschi applied for a DMEA

loan for some exploratory work on May 7, 1953






Location, Access, and General Description
The Locarno mine is located on 97 acres of patented land in

the SE3 sec. 21, T+ 29 S., R. 34 E., MDB & M., Mojave 30 minute

quadrangle, in Kern County, California. It is within but near

the south boundary of the Sequoia National Forest, in the Piute

Mouritains. Most of the mine property is oﬁ the SE flank of a
pfominent spur between 6300 to 6800 feet elevation above sea level.
With the new access road, the property cen be reached from

Bakersfield by automoblle via Caliente, a distance of 55.5 miles,
The route from Bakersfield follows the Tehachapi Pass highway

U. S. L66 for 22 miles to southeast. From this point a fair paved
road to north and east is followed for 25.5 miles to the Piute
rench, by way of Caliente, Paris-Loraine, and the Sand Canyon Store.
A one way, wiﬁding dirt road from the Piute ranch is followed for

8 miles to the Locamo mine. The last 2} miles of newly constructed
road has many sharp switchbacks that require backing and tuminge
The switchback tums should be enlarged, and large boulders_ and
sluff from cui‘; banks must be cleared before the road can be used
extensively for haulinge. According to Mr. Franceschi, the property
ie now accessible throughout most of the winter season, because the
new road is on the eou’oh flank and in the lee of the main ridges of

the Piute Mountains. The nearest railroad is the Southern Pacific

line at Caliente, 29 miles from the propertye.
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The camp and mill are supplied the year around with water from
nearby springs. At present the property is not served by electri-
city, but it is equipped with a telephone. Timber may be cut on
the property to satisfjr the mine and fuel needs, but it is easier
and no less expensive to haul in already cut lumber required for
building or mininge |

The Locamo is essentially a gold property consisting of adits
and mine workings at several altitudes. Tungsten, in the mineral
scheelite, occurs as ab minof constituent J.n the gold veins. The
greatest amount of scheelite uncovered on the property :'Ls at the
southern-most and lowest workings, which are thé subject of the
operator's loan application. It is referred to, hereinafter, as the
“Locarno' tungsten prospect," to distinguish it from the upper work-
ings of the Locarno gold mine. |

Half a milevt.o the north of the Locarno property is the Gwynne
mine, belonging to the Geringer Bros. It has produced considerable.
gold from northeast-trending quartz veins in granodiorite. To the
south of the Locarno mine half a mile is the Simon mine ovmed by
Mr. Franceschi. It has produced some scheelite that was hand sorted,

then milled at Atolia. The Simon mine is not being operated at the

present time.






Mine Workings

The upper workings of the Locarno mine have been extensively
mined for gold and are partly accessible. Little gold mining has
been done on the property since before World War II. Examination
of the upper workings disclosed a number of very small pockets of
scheelite that could hardly be considered more than traces. Some
scheelite is reported to have been recovered from surface concen-
trations in the soil. Several shallow pits are scattered about
near fhe upper workings, but only a few specks of scheelite were
observed.in these prospects. The mine camp is situated neé.r the
upper mine workings.

The tungsten prospect is 800 to 1000 feet south of, and over
300 feet lower in altitude than, the mine camp. It is reached ‘via
“the newly constructed access road, which, except for one s‘witchback,
is not shov‘m on the attached map. The‘surface at the tungsten pros-
pect is steep, with a slope of 300 or more, and is covered by a
3 to 5 feet mantle of ioose rock and soil. Road cuts expose the
bedrock; except for that, granodiorite in place cannot be distin-
guished from huge rounded boulders that have slid from above.

The soil, which contains traces of scheelite s has been pros-
pected by pits and a small trench. One or two minor concentrations
of scheelite have been found in the eluvial material, and two adits
have been driven to explore the underlying rock for scheelite veins.
The main adit is driven on a northerly headi;xg for 130 feet, with

180 feet of drifting along a NE-trending hanging wall fault of a

wide shear zone. A 30 foot crosscut off the drift to north.explores

Se
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the shear zone. There are no stopes. The other adit is 350 feet |
to north, at the switchback in the road. It explores a northeast-

trending fault for about LO feete

Geology

The Locarno mine occurs within the Isabella granodiorite mass
that is part of the Sierra Nevada batholithic complex. All the mine
workings are developed along a set of major northeast trending fault
zones. Along some of them gold quartz veins have been formed. The
granodiorite country rock is very fresh except adjacent to and within
the fault zones where it is considerably altered.

The main adit of the Locarno tungsten prospect passes through
fresh granodiorite and penetrates a zone of sheared and broken grano-
diorite 90 feet from the portale The zone is 25 feet wide, strikes
N. 55° E., and is bounded on the hanging wall side by a well defined
fault that dips 600 south. The footwall side is less well defined
by 2 fault that dips about 40O south and appears, with flattening of
dip, to converge with the hanging wall fault in the. southwest end of
the workingse. The main drift follows the hanging wall fault for 180
feet along the strike.

Within the sheared and broken zone the granodiorite is extensively
altered, with development of clay minerals and sericite. Locally, it
is also silicified. The rock is limonite stained throughout from
alteration of biotite and other mafic minerals. Stringers and lenses
of quartz, from less than an inch to 3-4 inches thick, occur in the
zone, 5ut they are only a few feet long and are erratically distributed.

6¢






" Only three tiny pods of disseminated scheelite were seen 1n the
sheaf'ed and altered zone. One spot, exposed in the southwest drift
at the'back, is 2 to 3 inches wide and a foot long, and is estimated
to contain about 2 per cent w03. The second and third spots are in
the northeast drift and in the crosécut. Each is 2=l inches wide
and 1-2 feet long, and is estimated to contain 0.2 per cent or less
W03. No samples from these occurrences were taken because the samples

~ would hAave constituted the total amount of scheelite showing, and would
not have represented any potential productione Mr. Franceschi pointed
out the location where a éimilar pod of scheelite had. been mined out.
Sample No.. 5, taken by the Bureau of Mines engineers during the exami-
nation for the access road, came from this pod. 4

In the small adit just north of the switchback on the tungsten |
prospect, the altered and broken granodiorite is exposed in a N. 550 B,
trending féult. ‘A very small leﬁs of scheelite was exposed at the
fac)e of this adit when examined earlier by the Bureau of Mines engineers,
but it has since been removed. Sample No. L came from this lens. The
fault exposed in the upper adit may be the up dip continuation oi: the
footwall fault noted in the ‘1ower adit. The road cut between the two
adits exposes some shear planes in altered granodiorite, which suggests
the outéropping of .the broken zone exposed in the lower adit.

The eluvial mantle on the tungsten prospect contains traces of
scheelite derived from erosion of veins. Locally, small concentrations
of scheelite have been found in the soil and prospecting has been car-
ried on for larger placer concentrationse. The 17 foot long trench

located above the main adit contains one or two small concentrations,

Te






but composite sample No. 6 taken by the writer from along the length
of the trench assayed only 0.0L per cent W03, Listed below are assays -

of samples 1 to 5 taken by the Bureau of Mines engineers and sample

No. 6 taken by the writer. The locations are shown on the map (fig. 1)¢

Sample No. % W03 - 0z. Au/T Oz. Ag/T
1 0.1l5 0.08 0.20
2 Le65 0.01 | 0.20
3 0.51 0.035 0.15
L 0.93 0.01 0410
5 1.56 0.035 0.25
6 0.04

The assays. of samples 1 to 5 taken by the Bureau of Mines engineers
give a false impression of the values that may be expected from the
deposit. The samples are from the tiny lenses of ‘disseminated scheelite,
which in no way represent continuous mineralizétion in well defined
pattems. Every.sample is from a lens that would probably yield 1less
than 30 pounds of scheelite-bearing rock. The Bureau of Mines engineers.
list 50 .units W03 measured reserves in the workings of the tungsten
prospect, but this figure is without substantiation. No measurable

reserve of scheelite ore was observed by this writer.

Equipment
The mine éamp has two cabins large enough to accormodate 10 to 15
men comfortably. The cabins are j.n excellent condition with stoves_ s
kitchen and plumbing facilities, and fumiture. Mr. Franceschi owns
two pick-up trucks in fair to good conditions
There are two gold mills, one at the Locarno mine and the other
at thé Simon mine. As reported by the Bureau of Mines engineers, the

8e
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Lécarno mill "contains a 15 ton gyratory mill, one 15 horsepower
Fairbanks Z-type gasoline engine, 3 other smell engines, and an
85 cu. ft. compressor."

The lower Simon mill "contains a 3% foot diameter Huntington
mill, an g x 12n jaw crusher, one 16 foot Wilfley table, one 20
horsepower Standard marine engine, and amalgam plates. Mr. Franceschi

v

has the necessary equipment, rolls, and tables to convert the gold
mills to tungsten millse" '

Mf. Franceschi says that he has all the necessary pipe, rails,
mine cars, jack hammers, and tools to undertake the proposed under-

ground exploration. Powder, gas and oil, and possibly timber are

the only items that would have to be bought.

Proposed Ekploration

Applicant's proposal

The object of the DMEA loan application is to explore the exten-
sion of the broken and altered zone in the main adit of the tungsten
prospectes Work proposed consists of extending the main drift for a
distance of 250 to 300 feet along the strike of the hanging wall

fault, toward the northeast from the present face of the drift, and

then crosscut 100 feet northwest. from the drift to explore the broken

and altered zone and to find scheelite in possible parallel vein
structures. Mr. Franceschi is amenable to 2lternate plans for under-

ground exploration, but considers the total footage of about LOO feet

2 minimum requiremente






The miﬁing would be undertaken by Mr. Franceschi with a helper
at an estimated cost of $10 per foot including equipment, powder,
timber, labor at $2 per hour, and contingencies. Work can progresé
at an average of 6 feet per day. Total cost, on the $10 per foot

basis, amounts to about $l;,000,

Conclusion
In view of the negligible amount of scheelite uncovered in the
tungsten prospect, no exploration of the deposit is warranted. Only
a few such tiny pods of scheelite as are already exposed in the work-

ings can be expected by exploring the extension of the shear zone or

crosscutting for parallel veins,
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, o ‘ FILE COPY
g ' SURNAME:
¥ UNITED STATES o

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 400

DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

MAY 2 0 1953

Mr, Nello V, Franceschi
325 = Sth Avenue
Vendice, California

Re: Docket No, DMEA 302) - Tung
N, V. Franceschi sten
locarno Tungsten kine
Rern County, California

Dear Mr. Sranceschis

Your application for exploration assistance at your
Locarno Mine in Kern County, Celifornia, hes been mviewago by
the Iron and Ferro-Alloys Division, DMEA, and has been referred
to Mr, H. C, Miller, Exacutive Officer, UMEA Field Team, itegion
111, 1012 Flood Building, 870 Market Street, San Francisco,
Cmf:imia for further consideration and possibly a field ex-
amination,

Sincerely yours,
C. 0. Mittendorf (,f/vﬁ }% ‘)’b
'
0

~ Administrator 1
JHopkins:foc '
5-15-53 )
cct Docket

Code 44100

FT. Rege III

Operating Comm, )

R, W, Geehan, USBM

D, M, Lermon, USGS






-' FILE COPY
) 4 SURNAME:
UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 4

DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

MAY 2 0 1953

., X, C, m, Exscutive Officer

1032 Flood Buldding A
870 Marimt Stawet
Sen Frencisoo 2, California

H. V. Francvechdi
locervn Tungsten Mine

Dear Mr. Millars

wmummmmmgpnmmm
mww&nmmumofmmrm
md for a field4 cmmination 1f werranted,

closed for your informetion: ' 1o oo % 9
Hemorenidum by Do He Jm; Uotielipdy w 15' 1953. ¥ 0'6
)
Sinoerely yours, )
W. 8. Martin )
ACTING  Chnirman, Operating Comsittde
Approveds |
J. H. Hedges | ' ’
FARutledge:foq.
: _ 5=19-53 ;
S, T of Waayals)  TWE
A. R. Kinkel, Jp, ggfanggo 11T
SO Adm. Reading File
Tosber, WW - Oper. Comm,
| R, W, Geehan, USHi

Do M, Lemmon, USGS






IN REPLY REFER TO:

fwoﬁ,@?é”

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

May 15, 1953
Memorandum
Wz

To: W. S. Martin, D.M.E.A.
From: D. M. Lemmon
Subject: Exploration application D.M.E.A. 3024

Nello V, Franceschi Tungsten

Locarno Mine

Sec, 21, T, 29 S., R. 34 E,
Kern County, California

Proposal:

The applicant requests funds (amount not stated) to drive
250 to 300 feet of drift and 100 feet of crosscut. The location of
~ the proposed work is not shown on the map or adequately described,

The property was examined June 19, 1951 by Ben H., Sheahan
and Russell R, Trengove in connection with an application for an
access road, which was approved, This road was subseguently built
at a cost of $20,000,

Recommendations:

Although the information in the files of the Geologlcal
Survey and that presented by the applicant are not very encouraging,
I suggest that the application be referred to the Field Team for

further appraisal, Lo 3 .

D. M. Lemmon

Copy retained 400
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May 7, 1953
HMr, Nello V. Franceschi
325 Sth Avenue _ DMEA-302};
Venice, California SubjEgdloration Assistance

Re: 1pcarno Mine

My dear Mr. Franceschis

April 27, 1
The receipt of your application dated 75 1953

for exploration assistance under the Defense Production Act of 1950,

as amended, is hereby acknowledged.
DMEA-302}

Your application has been assigned Docket Number

Iron and Ferro-Alloys Division.
and referred to the

. HMER-302}
Kindly refer to in any future correspondence

relating to your application.

Sincerely yours,

ROBERT E, ADAMS

Robert E. Adams

Chief, Operationts Contrl
and Statistics Division

Interior--Duplicating Section, Washington, D. C. 33631
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR )
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

| May 6, 1953

MEMORANDUM
To: R, E. Adams, Chief, Oper. Control and Statistics Division
Froms Iron and Ferro-Alloys Division

Subject: Application for Exploration Aid - Tungsten
Mre No V. Franceschi
325 - 5th Avenue
Venice, California
Locarno Tungsten Mine, Kern County, California

Reference is made to a copy of cited application, geologic
map of Locarno Mining property and letter dated April 27, 1953, from
the spplicant which were forwarded to this Division for review before
being docketed,

The following information relative to the Locarno Mine
has been developed through contact with the Mining Requirements
Division, DMPA, - | .

Under date of May 30, 1951, Mr. N, V., Franceschi, owner
of the Locarno Tungsten Mine, filed an application for an Access
Road with the Defense Minerals Administration, Department of the
Interior. This application was assigned Docket No. AR-41, and
resulted in an examination of the property by Russell R. Trengove
and Benjamin H. Sheahan, Mining Engineers of Region III, Based
on their report dated July 5, 1951, it was concluded that there
is sufficient indication of tungsten ore to warrant the construction
of an access road.

After an investigation of the proposed road by the
Bureau of Public Roads and certified as being important to the
national defense by DMEA, the project was approved to cost $12,000,00,

It was learned that the original program and specifications
set up by the Bureau of Public Roads was materially changed by the
Forest Service who requested and received an additional $8,000,00

bringing the total cost to $20,000,00. '






Lo

: In a letter to the Mining Requirements Division, DMEA,
dated March 13, 1953, Mre N, V. Franceschi states, "The Engineers
sanpled the property and 0.K'd the road. The National Forest
Service Department of Porterville, Calif, took the contract to

build said road. After spending about $20,000,00, December 15, 1952,
they moved the road crew out, the road is through alright but not
quite passable for any of the smaller trucks to haul this tungsten
ore 13 miles to the mill, A small amount will finish this project".

Additional copies of the application(Form MF-103),
geologic map and applicant's letter have been made and are attached

herewith, The copies of geologic map are photostats of map pre=-
pared by Messrs, Trengove and Sheahan for their report,

WS Makin

We S, Martin, Acting Chief
Iron and Ferro-Alloys Division

Attachments
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o SURNAME :
UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Loo

DEFENSE MINERALS ADMIN[STRAT[ON
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

May 6, 1953 |

MEMORANDUM

Tos R. U. Adams, Chief, Oper. Comtrol and Statistics Di
Froms Iron and Ferro-Alloys Division

Subjects Application for Exploration Aid - Tungsten
MHr. N. V. Franceschi
325 - Sth Avenuve
Venice, California
locarno Tungsten Mine, Kern County, California

Reference is made to a copy of cited spplication, geologic
nap of Locarno Mining property and letter dated April 27, 1953 from
the applicant which were forwarded to this Division for review before
being docksted, - ’

| The following informetion relative to the Locarno Mine
has basn developed through contact with the Mining Requirements
Division, DMPA,

: - Under date of lay 30, 1951, Mr. N. V. Franceschi, owner
of the locarno Tungaten Mine, filed an spplication for an Access
Road with the Defense Minerals Administration, Departmant of the
Interior. This spplication was assigned Docket No. AR-41, and
resulted in an sxamination of the property by Russell R, Trengove
and Benjsmin H, Sheahan, Mining Engineers of Hegion III. Based

on their report dated July 5, 1951, it was concluded that there

is sufficfent indieation of tungsten ore to warrant the construction
of an access road.

After an Msugamon of the proposed road by the
Bureau of Public Roads and certified as being important to the
national defense by DMEA, the project was approved to cost $12,000.00.

| It was learned that the original progrem and specifications

| aotnpbythaBummarPublieRoadsmuteriauychmgedbym

| Forest Scrvice who requested and received sn additiocnal $8,000.00
bringingthe total cost to $20,000,00. '
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION |77~
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

In & letter to the Mining Requirements Division, DMEA,
dated Merch 13, 1953, My, N, V. Franceschi states, “The Enginew
sampled the property and 0.K'd the road. The Naetional Forust
Sexrvice Depertment of Forterville, Caldf, took the comtract to |
ild sadd road, Aftey mmg shout sZO,DO0.0Q, Dacenbex 15‘ _;25_2’ ___________
they moved the road crew out, the yoad is through alright tut

Additional copies of the application(Form MF-103),
geclogic mep and applicant's letter have been made and axe attached
herewith. The coples of geoclogic map sre photostats of map pre-
pared by Messrs. Trengove ani Sheahen for their report.

We 5o Martin, Acting Chief
Iron and Ferro-Alloys Division

Attachments

JHopkins:foc
5=6-53

cct Docloet/
Adm, Reading File
Code 1400
Fleld Team, Reg, 3
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(Rovised Apil 1952) " UNITEGESTATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INSSRIOR  fomtperoved ) oo s

e DEFEN®: MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

Lunmhtﬂ or Tae i.uuuwﬂ
Befense [linsrals /dministratiog
— RECEIVER

APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN MAY4 1453 oYY
EXPLORATION PROJECT, PURSUANT TO Decket No. P EA = OB ..

DMEA ORDER 1, UNDER THE DEFENSE Date Received . SZ¥/S 3.
PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED Estimated COSt -_-_-oooooo oo

Participation (Government %) _.__..._..._________

Not to be filled in by applicant

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Name of applzctmt—(a,) State here your full legal ame, in the form in which you will wish to contract, and your

mailing address: /’/5 Leo ) FRANCESCht

; 0.QARN n& ﬂ%/\ze
28 8 ke
Yeniee O/l /

(b) If other than an individual, add to your name above whether a corporatxon, partnership, etc., and the name of the State
in which incorporated or otherwise organized.

(¢) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names and addresses of officers.

(d) If a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners.

2. General.—Read DMEA Order 1, “Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects,” before completing this application.
Submit this application and all accompanying papers in quadruplicate (four copies), with your name and address on each
sheet of the application and on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required
information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number.
Comply with all applicable instructions; or, if not applicable, so state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration
Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest field executive officer thereof.

" 8. Applicant’s property rights.—(a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all
land which you possess or control that may be beneﬁte by the exp_oratxon, and_ excludmg any land or jnterest in land which is

not to be mcluded m the ex. loratlon pro_]ect contract . AN ol Z o f ’E 7 \NCR- g ./ - /’27.---
S BYDREN Keern: Cou. 0okt K A T

7 P v
(b) State any mine name by which the property is known, ,0,0(,' AHARNIO /’//l ne 0/
(¢) State your interest in the land, whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or otherwise ,/VA/ R

(d) If you are not the owner, submit with this application a. copy of the lease, contract, or other document under which
you control the property.

% (e) If you oyvn the land, describe any liens or e cumb ances on it g[)[/n nCEe 7L0 bﬂ/?f./yef
3000122 we Lllee.30. 1.5 i

(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the descrlptlon above, the book and page numbers for each recorded
location notice.

4. Physical description.—(a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being
conducted upon the land, including existing mine workings and production facilities. State your interest, if any, in such
operations. Also describe accessibility of mine workings for examination purposes.

(b) State past and current production, and ore reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades.

(c) Describe the geologic features of the property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, ete.), and your
reasons for wishing to explore. Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, indicating on each
whether you require its return to you.

(d) State the facts with respect to the accessibility of the project: Access roads, distances to shipping, supply and residence
points.

(e) State the availability of manpower, materials, supplies, equipment, water, and power. ) 16—66551-1





Shee

(b) Descrlbe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sectlons if needed)
of any present mine workings, and the location of the proposed exploration work as related to such features as contacts,

veins, ore-bearing beds, ete.

(¢) The work will start within é._.b.- days and be completed within --!&m- months from the date of an exploration
project contract.

(d) State the operating experience and background of the applicant with relation to the ability to carry out such explo-
ration project, and also that of the person or persons who will supervise the operations.

6. Estimate of costs.—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you will have to use a separate sheet),
under the following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project:

(a) Independent contracts.— (Note—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write “none
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work in subsequent
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard
of material moved, etc.).

(b) Labor, supervision, consultants—Include an itemized schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees
for necessary labor, supervision and engineering and geological consultants.

(¢) Operating materials and supplies—Furnish an itemized list, including items of equipment costing less than $50 each,
and power, water and fuel.

(d) Operating equipment.—Furnish an itemized list of any operating equipment to be rented, purchased, or which is owned
and will be furnished by the Operator, with the estimated rental, purchase price, or suggested use-allowance based on present
value, as the case may be.

(e) Rehabilitation and repairs—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary initial rehabilitation or repairs
of existing buildings, installations, fixtures, and movable operating equipment, now owned by the Operator and which will be
devoted to the exploration project.

(f) New buildings, improvements, installations.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary bulldmgs, fixed
improvements, or installations to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project.

(g) Miscellaneous—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not
including initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator’s equipment), analytical work, accountmg, workmen’s compensation
and employers’ liability insurance, and payroll taxes.

(h) Contingencies.—Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not mcluded in the costs stated above.

Note.—No items of general overhead, corporate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or any

other indirect costs, or work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be included in the
estimate of costs.

7. (@) Are you prepared to furnish your share of the cost of the proposed project in accordance with the regulations on
Government participation (Sec. 7, DMEA No. 1)?

(b) How do you propose tc furnish your share of the costs?

D Money m Use of equipment owned by you D Other

Explain in detail on acompanying paper.

”

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf and acting for
the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best
of his knowledge and belief.

Dated ........... dﬂ{z‘(pﬂ oo 7 _____ , 1953

"W """"" ."' (X'D;]'];'a'r;{)""'"'""""‘"‘"""'"'"""f‘

Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a winfully false statement or representation to any depart-
ment or agency of the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction.

~

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—66551-1
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April 27, 1953

Dear Sir:

Enclosed is a copy of Geological Map, showing Tungsten Deposits, élso
Access Road, for which the Government appropriated $20,000.00 for the said
project; alsc another 3/4th mile of road whiéh I built at my own expense,
to make easier access to my property. This property borders on the South
side of the Guynne Mine.

My property consists of four (4) veins: 2 gold veins Northeast and
Southwesterly direction, and one in Nor?h and South direction, consisting of
tungsten and gold; another parallel vein about 6 ft. wifle in Northerly direc-
tion, which carries tungsten. 811 these veins seem to come together on my
property.

I have been mining and milling gold ore up to the closing of the gold
mines by Order 228. Several years in defense work put me behing in my mining
operations.

My development work on the property consists of three (3) tunnels; two

are 500 ft. each, with 120 ft. raise and 100 ft. shaft (which caved in during

the shut-dowm. 150 ft. tunnel ahd cross cut on the North and South vein
AN
show for 28 ft. wide of mixed ore, which carries tungsten. A parallel

vein about 100 ft. distant, 8 ft. wide carr ies tungsten. All these veins
have been traced and proved by trenches up hill for about 2,000 feet.

My forty (40) years experience in mining and milling is considered ex-
cellent, I intend to do this work by myself, with another man as helper.
The property is well equipped with machinery, good living quarters, good roads
and water. Machinery consists of 18-ton mill, 3 gasoline motors, 2 concen-
trating tables, pipes, jack hammer, compressor, dritls, truck and pick-up,etc.

also rails, muck cars, forge, water pump, water tanks amd miecellaneous items.






.' ’
P

Page 2

There is an alluvion deposit of tungsten (which you can see on the map)
and in which 1 judge there must be about 6,000 to 10,000 tons, and seems to
carry % to % of 1% in general. I have shipped some high grade picked ore
from this deposit.

The object of this loan is to drive a tunnél ahead 250 to 300 feet and

100 feet cross cut on the parallel vein to develop and block ore to warrant

installing a large mill.

Very truly yours,

N. V. Franceschi
325 --5th Avenue
Venice, “Yalifornia
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Field-Ernst Envelope Co., Makers
San Francisco
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