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Photo No, 1. The burned rock bin under the 
furnace. Portal of No. 1. Tunnel to left 
of man. 


Photo No. 2. The furnace plant, showing 
condensers, wooden barrel and stack. 
Auxiliary water tank in center. P.G., E. 
transformers on ole at lower right.
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4Lctng Ez*c*ttve Officer 
DMEA Fie&d TaJL, R.gioa II 


RMSmith:gh 
Corn.,, DMEA,, Wash., D. C. 	 - 


R. M. Smith 
File	 -







DOC1T 
Surname: 2L-


UEC13 1955 


Messrs. Smith and Biaggini 
Buena Vista Mine 
Adelaida Road 
Paso Robles, California 


Re: Docket ho, DMEA 3781 - Nercury 
Buena Vista Mine 
San Lutz Obispo County, California 


Gentlemen:
Reference is made to the above-docketed application 


for exploration assistance, denied by letter of August 29, 
1955, and to your letter of No.*ber 18, 1955, with the at-
tached new lease, which was intended as a re-submission of 
your application for Qovernmeut participation. 


While the new lease appears in better form than the 
oriina1, denial of your application was based on a carefully 
considered Judgment that the maximum expectancy of production 
resulting from your proposed program is not conmnsurate with 
the cost of exploration and Government participation is, there. 
fore, not justified. 


Such denials of requests for exploration assistance 
by the Defense Minerala ixp1oration Administration are made, 
however, without prejudice to the property. An significant 
results of new work thereon tha might materially alter our 
conclusions could, of course, be furnished to this Administra-
tion at any tixue. Such infor*iatiofl ahould:'refer to the present 
docket and be aocopanied by a revised application on Porm 
P-1O3.


The lease form accompanying your letter is returned 
herewith.


tncerely yours, 


/ 
/	


Adinistx'atOr 


Enclosure /	 cc: T. Kiilsgaard, USGS 
cc: DocketV	 Helena Meyer, USBM 


Code kOO	 FT, Reg. 2 
Adm. Read. File 	 ADMeMahon/is
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11/15/55 


Mr. Martin: 


Attached Nov. 12 letter indicates Smith & Biaggini want* to 


reapply for loan under new lease. Our kOO fIle shows the denial of 


August 29, 1955, was made on lack of merit of the property, so apparently 


no reason to assign any new number to applicant's Nov. 12 letter. 


Maybe applicant didn't understand previous denial was based solely 


on his property just not being a good bet.


3ov
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BUENA VISTA MINE 


ADELAIDA ROAD 


PASO ROBLES, CALIFORNIA 


VIRGIL SMITH, 
Box 265 - Phone 989-J 
Atascadero, California 


HAROLD J. BIAGGINI, 
Adelaida Road - Phone 9F31 
Paso Robles, California 


/ 
HOME OFFICE: 


Box 750, 
SALINAS, CALIFORNIA


Nov. 12,1955 


U. S. Department of the Interior 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 
Washington, 25, D. C. 


Mr. C. 0. Mittenorf: 


Through the new lease, which is 
enclosed, we are re-submitting our applica-
tion for a D.M.E.A. Loan, in reference to 
Docket No.D.M.E.A. 3781-Mercury, Buena• 


I beleive that you have the re-
ports In your office, which were drawn up 
by Mr. C. N. Sehuette. 


If you desire any further inf or-
mation write to the above address and we 
will submit immediately. 


Sincerely yours, 7/ ot(c;9 
Smith & Biaggini
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Code itCO 
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Copy to * ITon. Charles N. Teagus 
House of Representatives


Sin3; yo*'s,



C. 0. Mittendorl
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UNITED STATES 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 



WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


August 214, l9S 


0RANDUNV 


To:
	


Administrator 


From:
	


Iron and FerroAl].oys Division, DNEA 


Subject: Denial of request for exploration assistance in the 
amount of $8S,1&31i.00 
Docket No. DNEA 378]. ?Jercury 
Smith & Biaggini 
Buena Vista Iine 
San Luis Obispo County, California 


The denial of the subject application S recommended by 
this Division based on the following information: 


1. The applicants, Smith & Biaggini, Buena Vista .ne, 
Adelaida Road, Pa6o Robles, California, requested exploration 
assistance in the anunt of $8S,l13IL for li20 feet of shaft sink-
ing, cutting a shaft station 20 feet long and 680 feet of drift-
ing and crosscutting in the Buena Vista mine. 


2. The applicants control by ]aase from K. R. Nutting, 
oimer, the foUoiing patented mining claim. 


Lot 37, Section 33, Township 26 South, Range 10 
Egst, &imt Diablo Base and Neridian, said lot 
containing 314.143 acres, situated in the Salinas 
}tthing District, San Luis Obispo County, California. 


3. The proposed program is by sinking 1420 feet of shaft 
in the Buena Vista mine, cutting a shaft station, and 680 feet 
of drifting and crosscutting on the new 950 ft. ]evel of that 
shaft.


14. In the area explored by the Buena Vista mine mercury 
ore mineralization occurs as stringers, disseminationa, and blebs 
of cinnabar in a strongly kaolinized shale breccia. 27148 flasks 
of mercury have been produced from the mine area, and the ex-
ploration program proposed might result in the discovery of an 
equal ameuntof ore.) But only part of that ore could be expected







.
	


. 


to be found directly by the initial work, and the maximum expectancy 
of production is not coimnensurate with the high cost of exploration 
and production. 


. The Field Team concludes that there is little probability 
of making a significant discovex7 and recommends denial. The Commodity 
Divisions of the Geological Survey and the Bureau of Nines concur in 
this recommendation.


Thou. L. Chapman, Acting Chief 
Iron and Ferro-Afloys DiijOfl
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UNiTED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


BUREAU OF MINES 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


August 23, 1955 


Memorandum 


To:	 W. S. Martin, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


Fran:	 James W. Pennington, Branch of Base Metals 


Subject: Docket No. DMEA 3781 (mercury) Smith and. Biaggini, Buena 
Vista Mine, San Luis Obispo County, California 


The report by E. H. Bailey, Geological Survey, and. B. H. 
Sheehan, Bureau of Mines, describing the Field Tern examination of 
this property has been reviewed. 


I concur with the recamnendation of the report that application 
for exploration aid. be denied. 


Copy to: Division of Minerals 
Branch of Base Metals 
H. M. Meyer 
Files 
Thor Kiilsgaard, U. S. 0. S.







•	 J 
OF	 IN REPLY REFER TO: 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
WASHINGTON 25. D.C. 


August 17, 1955 


Re•: 1'EA 3781	 A4A1\1( 
Smith and Biaggini U 
Buena Vista Nine 
San Luis Obispo Co., Calif. 
$80,000 - Sarcury 


V Memorandum 


To:	 W. S. Martin, Defense Minerals Exploration Atitn$ntstration 


From:	 N. B. Nelson, U. S Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of Field Team Report. 


The application asked for help in sinking a new shaft, 
1120 feet, cutting a station and driving 680. feet of drifts and. 
croascuts. The drifting and. perhaps some crosscutting might be in 
the ore zone, and. thus somewhat productive, but much work would be 
necessary before regular production could. be expected.. 


The iysis of the examiners with respect to the 
probable maximum production and the net proceeds, shows the margin 
would. be ØtnRll it the guaranteed price for mercury, and. the 
probable production much less than needed for liquidation of the 
loan.


The points are well taken and the conclusions are 
adeqiately, supported.. 


I concur with the denial reconmendation of the Field 


N. B. Nelson 


JN 


I 


sU 1







S


August 19, 1955 


MEMO for File


Re: Docket No. DMEA 3781 - Mercury 
Smith and Biaggini 
Buena Vista Mine 
San Luis Obispo, California 


Mr. Slater of Congressman Teague's office telephoned 


to ask status of application. He was advised that the Field 


Team's report had just been received and after review by 


commodity specialists of Geol. Survey, Bureau of Mines, and 


DMEA, both the applicant and the Congressman's office would be 


informed as to outcome.


L. Scott
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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE ELECTRiC POWER ADMINISTRATION



WASHINGTON 25, D. C.







UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 



WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


1605 Evans Avenue 
Reno, Nevada 


August 9, 1955 


Memor andum1 


To:	 Operating Committee, DMEA, 
Interior Building, Washington, D. C.. 


From:	 Executive Officer, DME .A Field Team, Region II 


Subject:	 Docket No. DMEA 3781 - Mercury 
Smith & Biaggini 
Buena Vista Mine 
San Lui s Obi s.po County, California. 


Reference is made to your letter of May 13, 1955 re-
questing a field examination on above subject property. 


Attached are four copies of a report by E.., H. Bailey, 
Geological Survey, and B. H. She ahan, Bureau of Mines, in which 
it is recommended that application for exploration aid be denied. 


Roscoe Smith and I concur in the recommendation. 


S. Ricker 


Ends.


iJ 
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UNITED STATFS 


DEPAR1MENT OF 'IHE INRIOR

DOUGLAS McKAY, SECRETARY 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


REPORT OF EXtENATION BY FIELD 'LEAN 

REGION II 


APPLICATION REPORT 


• DMEA-3781 (Mercury) 
Smith & BiagginI 


iena Vista Quicksilver Nine 

San Luis Obispo County, California


t,ii 
by 


B. H. Sheahan	 E • H. Bailey 
Mining Engineer	 Geologist 
U • S • 3areau of Hines	 U • S. Geological Survey 


Rev.ew br 
DMEA OPERATIj 


August ,
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INTRODUCTION V 


Mr. Harold J. Biaggini, Adelaida Road, Paso Robles, California 


and his partner Virgil Smith, Route 1, Box 265, Atascadero, California 


applied for Goernmént assistance April 11, 1955 on a proposed 


$86,039.00 program with the Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


to explore for mercury at the old Buena Vista (Mahoney) mine, San 


Luis Obispo County, Calif. 


A field examination was requested by the Operating Committee on 


May 13,1955. The property was examined on June16, 1955 by B. H. 


Sheahan of the Bureau of Mines and E • H. Bailey, Geological Survey; 


they were accompanied by Messrs. Smith and Biaggini. 


The applicants retained. Mr. C • N. Schuette, consulting mining 


engineer, to prepare a report on the property in January, 1955. A 


copy of the report was included with the docketed application and 


was of considerable aid to the field team in preparing the application 


report. 


AU underground workings are inaccessible, there are no geologic 


maps, and many of the old mine records have been 1st. Consequently 


the examination was limited to inspection of the existing surface 


plant arid facilities, and discussions with the applicants. Much of 


data presented in this report was obtained from Mr. Virgil Smith. 


Other sources of information included production data obtained from 


the Bureau of Mines, Div. of Mineral Industries, Region II, and from 


State and Geological Survey publications and literature. 


A complete examination of the mine would require a considerable 


expenditure for mine rehabilitation. 


1
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECONMENDATIONS 


The merits of the applicants' proposed exploration progran and 


the revised program as suggested in this report can be based only on 


production records and similarity of the geology of the exploration 


area to the area from which the past production was made. 


The proposedexploration might ultimately result in the discovery '2. 


of as much quicksilver as has already been produced or 2,7148 flasks, 


but only a part of this would be found directly by the initial work. 


Gross value of 2, 7148 flasks at the Government guaranteed price 


(22S per flask) is e6l8,000. The cost of discovering, developing 


and mining the ore in this block is estimated to be about $SbO,000. 


The maximum expctancy of productIon is not commensurate with 


the cost of exploration and production, and it is recommended that 


the application be denied. 


LOCATION, ACCESSIBILITY, AND LOCAL RESOURCES 


The mine is located in section 33, T. 26 S., R. 10 E., 14.D.B.&M. 


in the Salinas Mining District, San Luis Oispo County, Calif. at an 


altitude of 1,300 feet. 


To reach the mine from Paso Robles California, travel westerly 


on the paved Adelaida road 16 miles to the property (fig. 1). The 


mine is accessible ail year. 


The topography of the area has a mature appearance with low 


rounded hills covered by a sparse growth of timber, brush and grass. 


The climate is temperate. Rainfall during winter and spring is 


moderately heaV. Drainage is to the northeast to Tablas Creek. The 


2







S 
water supply for the mine and plant comes by gravity from springs 


higher on the hillside. 


Electric power is available at the mine from a Pacific Gas & 


Electric Co. transmission line. Paso Robies is the nearest town 


where supplies can be obtained. There are no housing facilities for 


workmen at the property. In the past, workmen lived in the vicinity 


of the mine or at Paso Robles, which is a 30 minute drive. 


Skilled mine laborers, experienced with shaft sinking operations, 


are scarce in this part of California. The prevailing wage säale is 


$Th,00 per day. Wage incentive bonuses for miners at other properties 


often increase this scale to the equivalent of $20.00 per day. 


HISTORY AD PRODUCTION 


The Buena Vista quicksilver mine was also formerly known as the 


Mahoney, Gould, or Gould and Mahoney mine • The mine was apparently 


discovered and developed in 18Th. In that year, the Buena Vista claim 


was patented by Mr. Edward Mahoney. Mr. C. N. Schuette reports that 


the mine was operated from 1875 to 1876 and that 1, 2O flasks of 


quicksilver were recovered in 1876 by means of a KIiox-Osborne furnace. 


This production, however, is not officially recorded with any 


Government agency. According to Mr. Virgil Smith, this early produc-


tion came from workings driven in the vicinity of coordinates 1900 


North, 1900 East shown on attached map, fig. 2. 


Immediately after the production in 1876, the mine was shut 


down owing to a drop in the price of mercury, and it remained 


inoperative until 1899 when lessees, under the direction of Mr. H. W. 
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Gould, recovered 203 flasks of quicksilver during the last half of 


1899 and 1900 • Small, scale mining and retorting continued until 


1903 at which time Forstner/ reports an ore body 10 to 15 feet wide 


and 30 feet high was exposed in the No. 1 tunnel at a location bOO 


feet front the portal. 


Except for small scale lessee operation, the property remained 


idle froni.1903 until 1939 when it was leased by Roy Wyatt who 


recovered about 100 flasks of quicksilver. From 1914]. through 19b6, 


Mr. Virgil Smith operated the mine. He drove most of the workings 


shown on the attached map (fig. 2), and during this time, 1,763 


flasks of quicksilver were recovered by the operation of a bO.-ton 


rotary furnace which was installed in 1914. No production was recorded 


in 19b6, but in• 19!L7 and 19148 a total of 500 flasks of quicksilver 


was produced. Since 19148, the property has been idle. 


1/ Forstner, Win., 1903, The Quicksilver Resources of California: 
Calif. State Div. of Mines Bull. 27, p. 162. 
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*Estimated 


Summary of recorded production 
Ore furnaced Mercury produced 
short tons %,Hg/T 76-pound flasks 


39 
714 
75 


150 
S 


S 
2 
2 
14 


'S 
914 
27 


2,9SO - 106 
8,606 0.21 
2,135 0.3)4)4 193 


0.783 103 
27)4* -, 58 


3,768 0.80)4 797 
2,0)4)4 0.7 1425. 


350 - 75 
- 7 (clean up) 


not given 14 
not given 2 


2)4,)400i 2,7)48 flasks 


Calculated grade 8.2 lbs. HG/ton.


Year 


1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1929 
1930 
1932 
1933 
1935 
1938 
1939 
19140 
19)4]. 
191t2 
19143 
191414 
191414 


191j5 
19145 
19)47 
19)48 
1953 
19514 
1955 


Total 


The tailing dump from the furnace operations contains no more 


than 10,000 tons, however, much of the material may have been hauled 


away for road surfacing. 


Mr. C. N. Schuetto determined the total production at 14,178 flasks 


from the year 1876 to 19)48 inclusive. For comparison, the nearby 


Oceanic mine, which is in 11th place on the list of California quick-


silver mines, has yielded more than 141,000 flasks. 


S 
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P)PER! A1D OWNERSHIP 


The property consists of one patented mining claim which covers 


3L4.13 acres. The dimensions of the claim are 1560 feet by 1000 feet 


(22.7275 chains by 15.16 chains). (See fig. 3.) This claim is 


recorded by Government patent at San Luis Obispo County in Book G, 


page 360 of Patents. The property is owned by K. R. Nutting, P. 0. 


Box 750, Salinas, Calif. The applicants, Messrs • Smith and Biaggini 


are lessees. 


Surface rights to the land have apparently been leased to the 


"ColweU Land and Cattle Company" as judged from a sign posted at the 


entrance gate • The land is ideal for cattle grazing purposes and has 


been put to that use. 


The copy of a lease between the applicant and the owners of the 


property was apparently forwarded to Washington, D.0 • with the 


original application and was not examined by the engineer. 


Mr. Virgil Smith is an experienced quicksilver miner. He is 


past middle age but appears to be in good health. Mr. Harold J. 


Biaggini has had but little mining experience • He has lived in the 


region most of his life and has been employed as a cattle rancher. 


Underground workings are inaccessible, and no attempthad been 


made by the applicants to open any of them. A bulldozer had recently 


been used to freshly grade the surface of the mine roads • There was 


no activity at the open cut trench above and to the east of the portal 


of the No. 14 Tunnel. Only traces of cinnabar were observed there. 


The applicants' share of the loan which they requested would 


amount to $21,509.75. They proposed to furnish that amount by 
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contributing equipment which they value at approximately $S,000.O0, 


but the annual depreciation would amount to only$1,000.00. They 


proposed to furnish the balance with money. This balance would 


amount to about $20,S09.7S and is more capital than they are finan-


cially able to raise unless an exploration loan was fir8t granted. 


The proposed exploration work outlined by the applicants or any 


similar equivalent work is a difficult undertaking except by exper-


ienced operators. The proposed shaft and drift would require heavy 


timber for ground support. r4ost of the proposed work would be within 


a wet sheared and brecciated fault zone. Virgil Smith reported that 


some water was encountered in deeper portions of the old mine where 


the flow amounted to about 30 gallons per minute. 


DEVELOI4ENT 


The mine was developed by a series of tunnels running southerly 


into the hillside (see fig. 2). Ore mined below the elevation of the 


No • 1 tunnel had to be handled several times, consequently, mining 


costs were unusually high, according to Virgil Smith • The present 


condition of the mine workings (all of which are inaccessible) was 


undetermined. The best available information was obtained from 


Virgil Smith who claimed that the incline winze from the No • 1 Tunnel 


to the No. 2 Tunnel was caved about half way down from the collar in 


l91i8. All of the workings required timber for ground support. Most 


of the workings are believed to be caved at the present time.
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The following facilities are on the property: 


1. One quicksilver rotary furnace treatment plant. 
Capacity 32 to 38 tons per day. Reported recovery 
92 percent. See fig. Ii. - condition fair. 


2 • One timber framing shed, containing miscellaneous 
used tools, equipment, and junk. Condition poor. 


3. One house trailer poor condition. 


1. One small galvanized shed condition fair. 


S. One air compressor, 285 c.f.m. with receiver and 
!O volt induction motor and belt drive - condition poor. 


6. One bulldozer, HD-lO, Allis Chalmers - condition fair. 


7. Ten used mine cars; one in good condition, nine in poor 
condition. 


8. Miscellaneous scrap timber, pipe and rail, air and 
water pipe lines, oil and water storage tanks, and scrap. 
Poor to fair condition. 


Mining costs at the property were undoubtedly high because of 


the nature of the deposit. 1hen the market price of quicksilver 


dropped in l918, the mine was forced to close. 


GENERAL GEOLOGYV 


The entire Buena Vista property lies in a wide shear zone which 


traverses graywacke and shale of the franciscan group, generally 


assigned a Jurassic age • East of the mine area the franciscan rocks 


and the shear aone are overlain by light-colored shale and siltetone 


of Miocene age. 


The shear zone, which is the dominant structure of the mine area, 


trends westerly for many miles from the Buena Vista mine, and it 


reaches its maximum width of about a half a mile in the mine area.
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Locally, as for example at the K].au mine less than half a mile west 


of the Buena Vista mine, the shear zone includes lenses of serpentine; 


but neither serpentine, nor its derivative, silica-carbonate rock, was. 


seen on the Buena Vista property. The rocks in the shear zone near 


the mine consist of altered, probably kaolinized., graywacke and black 


shale, with a few lenses of chert and altered basic volcanic rocks. 


These rocks are highly, but not uniformly, sheared with discontinuous 


blocks of the harder rocks engulfed in a matrix of sheared shale • The 


gross structure within the zone is somewhat similar to normal fault 


breocias in that the directions of most of the shears, and the residual 


bedding in the shale, tend to conform. to the outlines of the more 


resistant blocks rather than being parallel to the walls of the zone. 


The resulting shear zone is, therefore, characterized by innumerable 


shear or fault surfaces which are discontinuous, arcuate, and without 


apparent pattern to their distribution or orientation. 


ORE DEPOSITS 


The ore in the Buena Vista mine consist of cinnabar that fills 


minute fractures in the harder rocks and pore spaces in the altered 


graywacke. The ore bodies that have been found ranged in size from 


mere pods to bodies containing as much as 10,000 tons • The grade of 


the ore mined varied between and 15 pounds. of quicksilver to the ton. 


The features responsible for the localization of the ore bodies 


could not be determined as the mine was inaccessible, but some infer.. 


ences may be drawn from knowledge of the local geology and the 


distribution of stopes as shown on the accompanying map, figure 2. 
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The ore bodies are distributed without definite pattern through a 


northerly trending zone about 200 feet wide. This doubtless reflects 


some sort of cross structure, probably a zone of distributed shearing, 


transverse to the westerly trend of the main shear zone. TWithin this 


northerly trending zone, the ore bodies have a fairly random orienta-


tion, but the larger stopes all pitch southeasterly. Because of the 


highly sheared character oi the ground, it is doubtful if the ore 


bodies are localized by any single continuous fault, and it is likely 


that they cross from one local structure to another. In many respects 


the deposits of the Buena Vista mine are very similar to those of the 


nearby, highly productive Klaumine which had large ore bodies 


controlled by minor fractures transverse to the trend of the wide 


shear zone.


ORE RESERVES 


There are no known ore reserves of any kind in the Buena Vista 


mine, although cinnabar is reported to have been found in several 


exploratory drill holes. 


Judging from the proportion of ore bodies thus far mined along 


the mineralized zone, it is inferred that additional ore bodies may 


be discovered down the dip and along the strike of the zone. The 


triangular block to be explored that is bounded by the proposed shaft 


and drift (.iLg. 2) is about the sane size as the triangular block 


that was mined. If it is assumed that unexplored parts of the 


mineralized zone contain about the same relative proportion of ore 


and waste as the parts already mined, the inferred reserves are
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about the same as the total ore produoed, or 2b,000 t tns. It is 


expected that any new ore bodies discovered would be about the same 


grade as the ore that was mined, or 8 pounds per ton. 


P)POSKD EXPLORATION 


The applicant proposes to put down a bOO-foot shaft with a collar 


at an altitude of 1,350 feet, and to follow this with 700 feet of 


drifting same 68 feet below the lowest level. We believe better 


exploration can be accomplished at the same or less cost, and the 


same target area reached, by a shaft located 100 feet lower in the 


place indicated on figure 2, followed by 60 feet of drifting and 


500 feet of diamond drilling. The drift proposed by the applicant 


would teat only for the continuation of ore bodies that pitch south-


easterly. The revised proposal would explore not only this same 


area but other areas underlying the old workings • Further advantages 


a, less access road and 100 feet less shaft are gained by the proposed 


new site for the shaft collar. 


The revised alternative program has been discussed with the 


applicant and meets with his approval. 


ESTINA'IKD EXPLC RATION COSTS 


The alternate exploration program would involve sinking a new, 


two compartment (ii'6" x 8'6 clear of timber), vertical, 320 foot 


shaft; preparing a station on 300-foot level; driving 600 feet of 


drift (5' x 7' clear of timber), and 600 feet of underground diamond 


drilling. Thae required to complete the project would amount to at 


least 6b weeks or 16 months • Estimated rate of advance: Shaft - 2 


feet per day; drifts - b feet per day. 
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a. Independent contracts 


(1) Grading for shaft site, access road, 
starting shaft and construction of 
reinforced concrete collar, power 
line to shaft site, headIrame and 
hoist house . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 3,1400.00 


(2) Core drilling - Note from C. N. 
Schuette estimate 600 feet diamond 
drilling at $6/foot BX size • . . . . . . 3,600.00 


b. Labor 


Consulting engineer	 $250/mo. 
Superintendent	 600/mo. 
1 hoistman $2/hr.	 360/mo. 
1 topman $1.75/hr. 	 350/mo. 
3 miners $2/hr.	 1080/mo. 


16 monthS at 	 2ôI30/mo. 


c. Operating Material and Supplies 


Timber at $80/H	 && N $5,120 
Air & water pipe, 2000 feet 


2-inch 1,000 
Drill steel & bits 300 
Air & water hose 160 
Pump column 500 
Hanger rods 300 
Powder fuse, caps & carbide 2,700 
Power 2,500 
Miscellaneous supplies & tools 1,000 
1IO0 feet l2# mine rail 500 
Fish plates, bolts & spikes 200 
1000 feet 12-inch ventilation pipe 1,250


d. Operating equipment 
Used 


Mine hoist, single drum, 9 - 
horsepower motor, reversible 
drum controller with grids	 $2,500 


Ventilation blower & motor	 1400 
Safety cross head	 1400 
Sinking buckets (2)	 200

Hoist cable - 5/8 inch plow 
steel 6/19	 200 


2 Jackhammera, wet, 1-inch 
hex chuck	 900


142,2140.00 


15,530.00 
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d. Operating equipment (Cont'd.) 


Sunip & station pump with motor 
and cable 


1 Mine cars, 18-inch gage, 
20 cu. ft. 


1 Cage 
Mine safety equipment, First 
Aid equipment and breathing 
masks 


Miscellaneous mine tools


$2,000 


600 
700 


10O 
1.00


$ 8,700.00 


The operator owns equipment which he values at $S,000. Most 


of this equipment would be of some value to the project, but equip-. 


mont and supplies needed are listed above. 


e. Initial rehabilitation and repairs 
(Listed above with Independent contracts) 	 - 


f. New Buildings 
(Listed above with Independent contracts) 	 - 


g. Insurance, 0kB, Taxes, and State Unemploy-
ment - 1S% of $12,214O	 $ 6,336.00 


Cost of Project	 $79,8O6.O0 


*Note: See the following summary on a unit cost basis. 


Shaft sinking, 2-compartanent,.1'6" x 8'6 in clear, 
320 feet at $lL/ft. 


Drifting (new 300 level, elev. 9S0), I x 71 in clear, 
600 feet at $kj9/ft. 


Core drilling, BX size, from drift 
600 feet at $6/ft.


Total 


Applicant's share 2S% 


Government share 7%


$j6,IOO .00 


29,600.00 


3,600.00 


$79,600 or 
$80,000 


$20,000 


$60,000 
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ESTIMATED P})DUCflON COSIS 


Total gross cost of production from the estimated possible 


production of 214,000 tons of ore would approximate $Ljl,000 broken 


down as follows: 


DNEA exploration costs 	 $ 80,000

Additional exploration and 


development costs 2/ton	 148,000

Mining 214,000 tons 


$114 (square sets) 	 336000 
Furnacing 214,000 tons at $3	 72,000 
Maintenance (2 years) 	 ,0O0 


$S14],0oó 
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Photo No, 1. The burned rock bin under the 
furnace. Portal of No. 1. Tunnel to left 
of man. 


Photo No. 2. The furnace plant, showing 
condensers, wooden barrel and stack. 
Auxiliary water tank in center. P.G.P. E. 
transformers on ole et lower right. 
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Li o	 P].at 
of the.claini of 
Edward Mahoney 


upon the 
Buena Vista Quicksilver Mine 


Salinas Mining District., SOL.O. County, Cal., 
containing 34-43/100 Acres. Scale	 10 chs. to 1 inc6t. 


T. 26 S., B. 10 L, Mount Diablo Meridian. Var. 151/2 E0 


, Sec. Co, 


PostmnS/onet7t/5W1/Vo./ 
/?°	 / i 


9	 <'	 Post in 5tonet1/ 5WM.No.Z 
S	 I. ec.	 ,. 0/ A i	 -	 - 3.86 fr E 4.20 ,v'J7 


PosfinS1rnet1d. ,	 3ec. 34 )	 BkM/Vo.1	 k ' Ie.(


	


- Posb in	 e lid. B. VM No.3 


This is a tracing taken from Patents, Book G, Page 363. 



Patent Date: Oct. 22, 1874. 


Recorded in the General Land Office, Vol. 12, Pages 339 to 345. 


Recorded in San Luis (Thispo, Feb. 6, 1901. 


No/e;	 4I	 Q4f 


J'we 3







.	 o 


\







__ 


/















0 
f


0 


-	 -_	 ,,-_•1._	 -.	 ,.-..-.







S
	


S 
UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF MINES 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
	


( 


May. 12, 1955 


Memorandum 


To:	 William S. Martin, Chief, Iron & Ferro-Alloys Division 


From:	 Helena M. Meyer, Assistant Chief, Branch of Base Metals 


Subject: DMFA Docket 3781, Smith and Biaggini, Buena Vista mine, 
San Luis Obispo County, Calif., $85,Le.311. 


The applicant proposes sinkIng a 11-20-foot shaft to a new 
level (at 2O feet) and. drifting and crosscutting between 650 and 
700 feet on that level. 


There is no information in this office that would make 
possible an appraisal of théproposed work. U. S. Geological Survey 
Bulletin 922-R contains, on page 559, a description on the Mahoney 
(Buena Vista) mine, and a statement that "Carefully planned drilling 
from the present workings toward the Klau mine would. seem the best 
way to determine the future possibilities of the mine". The ground. 
is heavy and in the long interval since the mine was last operated 
( l9li.8 ), according to Scbuett&s report, the tunnels, inclined. winzes 
and old. square set stopes have caved.. Schuette says that his experience 
in re-opening old workings would ad.vise him against it. 


Bureau of Mines records on production verify the data given 
in Schuette's report for years after 1903: individual mine figures for 
the Buena Vista mine for the earlier years given are not available in 
this office. 


It is possible that there is adequate information in regional 
offices of the Geological Survey and. Bureau of . Mines on which to 
appraise this application, but barring that possibility I recommend. 
that a Field Team examination be made. 


Enclosure	 Helena M. Meyer 
Copy to: Division of Minerals 


Branch of Base Metals 
H. M. Meyer 


•	 Files	
••7	 -.•'',
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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


WASHINGTON 25, D.C.


April 27, 1955 


Re: DMEA-378l 
Smith & Biaggini 
Buena Vista Nine	 (,i4 
San Luis Obispo Co., 


California 
Memorandwi/	 $85,li.3!i. - Mercury 


To:	 E. W. Ellis, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 E. L. Newcoinb, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of application 


The operator has proposed a project which will consist of 420 
feet of sha.t sinking, and 700 feet of crosscutting and drifting on a 
new 950 foot level. 


According to C. N. Schuette, past production through l94.8 has 
totaled about	 flasks of mercury. 


A description of the Buena Vista (Mahoney) deposits is given 
in U.S.G.S. Bulletin 922-R, (191a) Quicksilver deposits in San Luis 
Obispo County and southwestern Monterey County, California. 


"The Buena Vista ore shoots occur in a strongly kaollnized 
breccia of shale. Most of them have indefinite limits, but some are 
definitely bounded by northwest-trending shear planes. Cinnabar 
occurs as stringers and disseminations in the shale breccia or as 
blebs, intimately associated with pyrite, in masses of white to green 
clay. The mine contained at least four ore shoots that have been 
stoped out. These shoots appear to have been controlled by a series 
of nearly parallel minor shear planes, but the evidence is not conclu-
sive. They are in general roughly lenticular and relatJ,vely small. 
More ore shoots may yet be discovered on the property. Carefully 
planned drilling from the present workings toward the Kiau mine (one 
half mine southwest of the Buena Vista) would seem the best way to 
determine the future possibilities of the mine." 


Although drilling from the lower workings has been done, the 
records of the results were destroyed by fire. As the old workings 
are inaccessible, some new drilling will be required before deep under-
ground exploration can be justified.
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I recommend. the application be referred to the Field Team 
for their examination. A modified drilling project should be consid..-
ered, if DIVEA assistance is geologically justified. 


E. L. Newcomb
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Sth & Biaggi. 
Buena Vista iina 
Adelaida Road 
Paso Robies, California


Ap12O.,95 
Subject: D2A 3781 
Re: Ep1oratiou Assiet&zc



Buena Vista. line 


Gent1en
The receipt of your application dated April U, 19. 


for exploration assistance under the Defense Production Act of 1950, 


as amended, is hereby acknowledged. 


Your application has been assigned Docket Number F	 3(81 


and referred. to the Rare and isce11WeOW3 Fietal Div1son. 


Kindly identify all future correspondence relating to your 


application by, this docket number.


Sincerely yours, 


Robert E. Adams, Chief 
Operations Control and 
Statistics Division


I O 32







April 20, i9 


Memorandum 


To:	 Executive Officer, DMEA Field Team, Region 


From:	 Chief, Operation's Control and Statistics Division 


Subject.: Assignment of Docket Number 


There is listed below the assigned docket number to 


an application recently received from Region jj 


Smith & Biiggini 


Robert E. Adams, 
Chief, Operation's Control 
and Statistics Division 


S


INT.-DUP. SEC., WASH., D. C. 	 72149
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 



WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


1605 Evans Avenue 
Reno, Nevada 


April 14, 1955 


Mem orandum" 


To:	 Operating Committee, DMEA, Interior Bldg., 
Washington 25, D.. C. 


From:	 Executive Officer, DMEA Field Team, Region II 


Subj ect:	 Loan Application (mercury) 
Smith & Biaggini 
Buena Vista Mine 
San Luis Obispo. County, California 


Attached. are three sets of MF-l03, Application.for 


Aid forms relative to above subject. The fourth set has been 


retained in our files.


S. Ricker 
Ends.







.	 . 
f 77 -Xi\


S


	


	 UNITEDSTATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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	 DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 



WASHINGTON 25 D C


1605 Evans Avenue 
P.éno, Nevada 


April 14, 195S 


Mexnorandwn 


To.	 Opexating Coimnittee, I)MEA, Interior Bldg., 
Washington Z5, D.C. 


'roni	 Executive Cfficer, DMEA E'ield Team, Region 11 


Subject:	 Loan Ap$ication (me*curV) 
Smith & Biaggini 
BUena Vista Mine 
San Luis Obiapo Countr, Californ4a: 


Attached are th** ts o M4O3, AppZlcation for 


Ad £orrn* rel*twe to above subject. The fourth net has been 


retained in our files.


S. Ricker 
Ends. 


SRicker:gh	 5 


cc: H. C, Miller 
R. M. Smith 


File	 5 	


0







V -


MF-103

(Revised April 1952) UNID STATES DEPARTMENT OF THETERIOW	 j,42RjO352 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATI0N 


APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN 

EXPLORATION PROJECT, PURSUANT TO

DMEA ORDER 1, UNDER THE DEFENSE



PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED


Not to be filled in. by applicant 


Docket No. .j7TJ 
Metal or Mineral 	 -	 -------
Date Received --------4113i5.5.-----
Estimated Cost 
Participation (Government %) 


INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Name of applicant.—(a) State here your full legal name, in the form in which you will wish to contract, and your 


mailing address: ----------------------it)L&iaini-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


-------------------------------------&e10 	 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


--------------------------------------
(b) If other than an individual, add to your name above whether a corporation, partnership, etc., and the name of the State 


in which incorporated or otherwise organized. 
(e) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names and addresses of officers. 
(d) If a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners. 


2. General.—Read DMEA Order 1, "Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects," before completing this application. 
Submit this application and all accompanying papers in quad ruplicate (four copies), with your name and address on each 
sheet of the application and on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required 
information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number. 
Comply with all applicable instructions; or, if not applicable, so state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration 
Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest field executive officer thereof. 


3. Applicant's property rights.—(a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all 
land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and excluding any land or interest in land which is 
not to be included in the exploration project contract 


(b) State any mine name by which. the property is known. Buena Vista i4ine 
(c) State your interest in the land, whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or otherwise 


(d) If you are not the owner, submit with this application a copy of the lease, contract, or other document under which 
you control the property. 


(e) If you own the land, describe any liens or encumbrances on it 


(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the description above, the book and page numbers for each recorded 
location notice. 	 .	 . .. . - - - 


4. Physical description.—(a.) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being 
conducted upon the land, including existing mine workings and production facilities. State your interest, if any, in such 
operations. Also describe accessibility of mine workings for examination purposes. 	 Not accessible. . .............. .	 ..	 Past production - 


(b) State past and current production, and ore reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades. 4178 flasks quicksilve 
(o) Describe the geologic features of the property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, etc.), and your 


reasons for wishing to explore. Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part 
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, indicating on each 
whether you require its return to you. Orebodies. in shear zones of Franciscan sandstones. 


,.(d) State the facts with.respect to the accessibility of the project.: Acess .ro3ds, distances to shipp:g. supply and résence 
points.	 16 miles by paved road from Paso Rohies............. ..: 	 . .	 . . 


(e) State the availability of manpower, mate,rials, su.pplies,.equipment, water, and power. 
All available.







5. The exploration project.—(a) Sta 	 e mineral or minerals for which you wish 	 lore 


(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if needed) 
of any present mine workings, and the location of the proposed exploration work as related to such features as contacts, 
veins, ore-bearing beds, etc. See attached report. 


(c) The work will start within 	 1Q...... days and be completed within .11-----months from the date of an exploration 
project contract. 


.(d) State the operating experience and background of the applicant with relation to the ability to carry out such explo-
ration project, and also that of the person or persons who will supervise the operations. Experienced in quicksilver & 


6. Estimate of costs.—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed worl Fo	 ilLqia'a separate sheet), 
under the following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project: See report. 


(a) Independent con'tra.cts.—(Note.—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write "none" 
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work in subsequent 
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in 
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard 
of material moved, etc.). None 


(b) Labor, supervision, consultants.—Include an itemized schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees 
for necessary labor, supervision and engineering and geological consultants. See report pages 11 and. 13. 


(c) Operating materials and supplies.—Furnish an itemized list, including items of equipment costing less than $50 each, 
and power, water and fuel.	 ee report pages 10, 11, 13. 


(d) Operating equipment.—Furnish an itemized list of any operating equipment to be rented, purchased, or which is owned 
and will be furnished by. the Operator, with the estimated rental, purchase price, or suggested use-allowance based on present 
value, as the case may be.	 See reDo't paes II and. 11 


(e) Rehabilitation and repairs.—Fifrnish dtai1ed list showing'the cost of any necessary initial rehabilitation or repairs 
of existing buildings, installations, fixtures, and movable operating equipment, now owned by the Operator and which will be 
devoted to the exploration project. 	 See attached. sheet	 6 E. 


(f) New buildings, improvements, installations.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary buildings, fixed 
improvements, or installations to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project. at t sht 6 F. 


(g) Miscellaneous.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not 
including initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator's equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmen's compensation 
and employers' liability insurance, and payroll taxes. 	 See report page 11. 


(h) Contingencies.—Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated above. 
N0TE.—No items of general overhead, corporate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or any 


other indirect costs, or work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be included in the 
•	 . estimate of costs. 
• 7. (a) Are you prepared to furuish your share of the cost of the proposed project in accordance with the regulations on 
Governn3ent participation (Sec. 7, DMEA No. 1)? Yes. 


(b) How do you propose to furnish your share of the costs? See attached. sheet 7 B. 


Money	 Use of equipment owned by you 	 Other 


Explain in detail on acompanying paper.


CERTIFICATION 


The uidersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his , own behalf and acting for 
the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best 
of his'knowledge and belief. 


Dated------------P----- --- ,195i. 	 ,, 


	


___ _ _
.'	 (Applicant)	


/ / 


	


By	 -. 


TItle 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a willfully false statement or representation to any depart-
ment or agency of the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction. 


U. 8. GOVERNMINT PRINYING oFrIcC	 i-6655i-i
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BUENA VISTA MINE 


ADELAIDA ROAD 


PASO ROBLES, CALIFORNIA 


VIRGIL SMITH, 
Box 265 - Phone 989-J 
Atascadero, California 


HAROLD J. BIAGGINI, 
Adelaida Road - Phone 9F31 
Paso Robles, California 


HOME OFFICE: 
Box 750, 
SALINAS, CALIFORNIA 


6	 .	 4oving fan and. fan house to shaft site $ 100.00 
ovin compressor to shaft site ______ 


$ 160.00 


6 F.	 Compressor buildth pipe and iron $ 200.00 
Labor 200.00 
timber and concrete etc. ________ 


$ 525.00 


Timber abed and tool room	 alv. iron $ 320.00 
Lber 150.00 
Bolts, nails, ate. 50.00 
Labor ________ 


$ 920.00 


All the aboe costs are in addition to the total of the final report.


7 B, Appro gimately $5000 to be furnished in equipment. The balanre 
will be furnished in money. 
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Roport on 


The Buena Vista uickai1vcr 3ine• 


in San Luis Obispo County, California 



by C. N. Schuette. 


.
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C. N. SCHUETTE 


.	 CONSULTING MINING ENGINEER 


TELEPHONE SEBASTOPOL 6690 


6390 BARN ETT VALLEY ROAD 


SEBASTOPOL. CALIFORNIA


Febrwry 1 


ossri. &dth imd igirt, 
outo 1, ox 265, 
taao4ero, Caitfornia . 


Geitlemon,


an'eith I aubrnit to you a report on an explortton 
program for the 3uona Vista utoksi1v'ar Mine in 8sn Lute Obispo 
County, Ctltfornia. In this report I have endeevored to give 
all the inforuatton required by the forina that rou will hva 
to fill out tor the Defense Minerals zplorst&on ministration 


This report is based on data gthored during a visit 
to the property in January 1955, on published and private data 
on the mine nd on uy general. exerienco in quiokilve1' xdnin, 


. .


	


	 Cost. sa timate8 are based on recent quotticna ' 
machinery and supplies, 


aps and bot.orophs to illustrate the ubjeot matter 
are included in the oport. 


rief1, I propose an exploration prorrn to 3trt 
with sinking a 400 toot ahaft to roach the 90 foot lovel. 
This to be foUowod by dz'ifttn. a1Qn the strike for soie 500 
feet and then ero3seutting at various places for a total. of 
200 foot,


The cost ot this exploration program is estimated 
it 05,434 cind the time needed far its conplotiQn will be 
some 42 weoke. These eetimtea ar' based on current wanes 
and on working 2 shifts per day on a 6 day wook.
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Report on the Buena Vista Quicksilver Mine



in San tuis Obispo County, California. 



by C. N. •Sehuette. 


Location: The Buena Vista Quicksilver nine is located 


in oction 33, 1'. 26 S, R.. 10 E., 	 in the Salinas Mining 
Distri 


by the 


coast. 


a good 


claim,


t of San Luis 


Adelaida Road 


The distance 


road, 


Property



1000 x 1500 f'


Obispo County, California. It is best reached 
running from Paso Rabies to Cabria on the 


from Paso Roblos to the mine is 16 rniles over 


The property consists of one patented nining 


act in area. It covers some 34.43 acres. 


The end lines run S 19 0 7 for 1000 feet and the side lines run 
S 710 C for 1500 feet. The claim is recorded by government patent 
in San Luis Obispo County in Book G, page 360 of Patents. The 


property is owned by K. . hztting, P.O. Box 750, Salinas, California. 


DescriptIon of the Property:. The enera1 area around 


the mine is one of low rounded hills covered with a sparse growth 


of tiiber and brush. The elevation is between 1100 and 1500 foot. 


The county road runs. along the ostern end line of the property, 
rising to the south.	 t of this road is a ravine draining to the 
north and eaat 0 this ravino is the bill in which lie the ino 


workings. The climate is temperate, tho there are hot days in 


suer and freezing days in winter.. Rainfall in winter is moderate-
ly heavy.


-1-
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The mine is developed by a series of tunnels running 


$7, S and S into the hill. Deeper levels were developed by 


inclined winzea from these tunnel levels. Te lowest tunnel Is 


at elevation 1200 feet. Its portal is rouh1y 300 feet soitb of 


the NVI corner of the property. 


The reduction plant is located a.t the portal of this 


lowest tunnel which is called Lo. I Tunnel. The plant Oon3iSta 


of a 20 ton coarse-ore bin, feeding a 12 x B inch crusher run by 


a 15 P rnotor. The crushed ore passe to a 100 ton fine-ore bin. 


From the fine-ore bin the ore is fed to a 3 x 42 foot 


rotary kiln with a. Pacific Poundr.y reciprocating feeder. The 


burned rock bin is a steel bin shown in Photo o. 1. Prom it 
the spent rock is tramed to the dump. The kiln gases are olean 


ed in a 12' Sirocco Duet Collector and then go to the conensor. 


The condenser is a double line of 12" t.d. cast iron pipes, 20 feet 


high and IS pipes in each row. These are followed by one wGo1en 


barrel with a wooden stack on top of it as shown in Photo no.. 2.. 


The gases are moved thru the condenser system by an exhauster set 


between the iron pipes and the wooden b.rrel. A 15 EP motor runs 


the exhauator. The furnace treats 32 to 38 tons of ore per day 


with a &iily consumption of soo 300 gallons of fuel cii. 


The water supply for the camp and plant comes by grovity 


from springs higher on the hill.. A 15,000 gallon tank provides 


storgo togothor with a 4,000 gallon auxiliary tank set just above 


the plant. 


O
No bunk house or boarding house is needed as some of 


the ren live near the mine and many of them live in p aso Roblea,
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•	 a 30 4nute drive 1istnt over a good road. Mine labor is available 



in fair supply., many of thorn being of Mexican extraction. 


Power for the operation is furnished by the Pacific Gas 


& 1octrio Corpany. 


Uistoryof the Lrtnoi The uona Vista 3ino (also known 


a the !ahonoy or the Could and Mahoney nine) was discovered in 


1874 (the average price of quicksilver was 0105.18 per flask in 


that year which stimulated prospecting), some 12 years after 


quicksilver ore. was first discovered in this district in the 


neighboring Little Bonanza Mine. 


The mine wao first worked by some San Jose people in 


18'75 and 1876, who erected a Knox-Osborne coarse-ore furnace on 


the proerty. The ore was wade into adobos for treatment in this 


•
furnace. Production in 1876 was 1240 flasks. By this tifle the 


price of quicksilver bad dropped from 0105 to 044 per flask and


it dropped further in the. following years, so operations were shut 


down and there was no further work done until 199 when lessees 


began working the nine. 1LJ. Gould was in .chare of this work 


for the last half of 1899 and for 1900 and 242 flasks were produced 


with a 12 pipe. Johnson-McKay retort. Soo of the old workings were 


reopened and a large tonnage of furnace ore was developed but there 


vsaa no capital available to build a furnace plant. After a few 


years of intoriittant retort operations a long period of idleness 
ensued.


From. that time to or1d 7ar U, small operations were 
carried on by Arata & ?utnan in 1916 by L.D. Purdy in 1931-34, 


5	 by E.. Lynch in 1935.., by Uou.sor of San Jose in 1938 and by aoy 
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yatt in 1939. if this record were complete the nazios of many 


other lessees would be added to those noed above. 


The recorded production for the nine, as nearly complete 


a3 I could deter1ne it, is os follows: 


Production ocord of Buena Vista tine 


____ ka produced 4vorage Annual P Ue of Product on 


1376 1240 44.00 M.,50.O0 


1899 203 49.90 9,333.10 
1900 39 44.94 1,752.56 
.1001 74 43.46 3,583.04 
1902 7 43.20 3,240.00 
103 150 45.29 6,793.50 


1929 5 122.15 l0.?5 
1930 5 115.01 595.05 


1932 2 57.93 115.88 
1933 2 59,23 118.46 


1935 4 71.99 287.96 


1939 7 75.47 52G.29 
1939 15 103.94 1,559.10 
1940 94 178.87 16,35..73 
1.941 27 185.02 4,995.54 
.1942 103 196.35 20,813.10 
1943 499 195.21 93,505.59 
1944 295 113.36 35,034.53 
1945 855 134.89 115,330.95 


.1947 425 33,74 35,599.50 
1943 75 76.49 . 


4,178 ' 411,042.54 U-.. 


t present prices this production would be worth one 
nd one third million dollars. 


The oriina1 production in 1976 ws iade with a furnace, 


5	 then only retorts iere used until the present furnace plant was 


built in 1941.
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O
Thday, the mine 1 owned by K. R. Nutting and is under 


lease to Virgil Srnith and Naroid I. Biagini, both expericnecd 
rninera doing business as Smith & fliaggini, Route 1, Box 265, 


Atasoadero, CaLifornia. At the time of y visit to the property 
in January 1955, the plant was on prodton with ore corning from 


an open cut, above and to. the east oI the portal of o. 4 Tunnel. 


Geology of the Buena Vista Puce: The sine lies in a 
atrongly faulted area of Franciscan sandstones and ebales. The 
Las Tablas fault ( See. ?late 78 of U.S.G.S.. Bulletin 922 which 
doacribos the gcoloy of the area and the mine), striking N 6OJ, 
separates Tertiary rocks on the north. fron2 Franciscan rocks on 
the south side. It is not mineralized and forna the northern 
boundary of the ineraUzed area 1 south of L Tablas fault, are 
older faults in the Franciscan strata and a great area between 


these older faults has been strongly sheared and breociated. 
The Klau, 5una Vista and Capitola quicksilver mines all lie in 


this fault zone of kaolinized, breociatod shale. Silica-carbonate 
rock and serpentine are found weat of the Klau mine (which in turn 
lies west of the Buena Vista) but they occur hardly at all in the 
1nOs fl2efltionod, 


Tho ineralization on the property of the Buena Vista 
uine is extensive as shown by numerous surface proeects. In 
early operntions. such surface showings were followed into the bill 
and other orebodies were found by accident or by blind prospecting 
underround. The core extensive work done in the decade starting 


O
with 7orld 7ar 11 has brought out the general pattern of the ore 


deposition.
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	 From the mine map ( in the pocket at the end of this 
report ) it is apparent that the general strike of the ore shoots 
Is S j0 E. The general dip of the ore occurrence can be seai on 


the . projection of the atopea ( called North Elevation ) on 


1yatt' s map in pocket at. end of report. This shows the dip from 


the outcrop of the sandstone orebody, down thru No. 1 stope above 


2 Level, then thru No. 2 Underhand Stops, thru No.. I Stope on 


No. 3 Level and the winze below No. 4 Level, to be roughly 450 


to the east. 


The individual ore shoots are irregular in 8iZ0 and shape 


end arc controlled by shearing in the rocks just like the ore shoots 
in the neighboring Flau and Libertad in ines which I have also cx-
aiained. Despite local irregularities the general pattern of the 
ore deposition is clearly apporonL 


Pre8ent ConditIon of the Mine:	 t. be expected in 
orebodies in a minera1-impreiated, kaolin1zedshale,. the ground 


is heavy and square acts uust be used for nining, both because of 


the irregularity of the orebodies and the heavinea of the ground. 
In the long interval since 1948 when mining stopped, 


the tunnels, and inclined winzes and the old square sot stopos 


have caved. y own experience in re-opening old workings would 


make me advise against trying it.. 


On the mine map drawing, I have shown the position, of 
diamond drill holes in dash end dot lines. This showing is not 
complete.. In general, 5 holes wore faniied out from each set up., 
pointing down, horizontally and up. The coreS were assayed at 


the mine and the sludge was panned. The records of this drilling


4ll
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except fox' a prtia1 record on one ap (which I used in drQwing 


the map) wore destroyed in a fire of the mine office. liowever, 


Virgil Smith, who supervised the drilling and is one of the lessees, 


aasure3 !UO that the down boles drilled from Mo. 4 Tunnel Level 
showed good ore running from 6 to as high as 15 'lbs/ton.


FroOpertlon	 We have those facts to go on: 


1. There was ore left on the margins of the old stoves on several 
levels which can be mined by coming up from below. 2. short hole, 


core drilling indicated the downcrd' continuation of known oro 


bodies along the general strike and dip of the ore occurrence. 


hat is needed is exploration in depth along the strike 


of the ore occurrence and below the present o.rklngs. 


O
The toograpby of the ground is such that exploration 


by tunnel is not feasible. I examinod the possibilities of gaining 


depth by inclinod and vertical shafts. After due consideration I 


propose the sinking of a vertical sha!t at. the location 8b0WU on 
my mine map.	 sketch contour map of the site is given on page 8. 


This shaft would go down in ground away from all old workings and 


would bottom in or necr the ore zone. The collar elevation would 


be 1350 foet. The location is accessible, being near an eX.i8ting 


road that leads to the plant and also to the county 'road, 


Ample dump room and space for storing timber and other 


supplies will be av1ab1e when the alte has been leveled. A 400 


foot shaft would take us to elevation 950, some G8 feet below the 


lowoat present lovol. 500 feet of drifting would explore the strike 


of the ore occurrence and 200 feet of 'cros3outting should serve to 


explore the width of the ore zone at this level. 
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•	 .	 Proposed ExploratIon Program: 


1. Level shaft alto to collar elevation 1350 vlth a 


bulldozer; make a second cut at about elevatIon 1360 for' the 


boiathouse acne 30 to 40 feet back from the shaft; extend nearby 
road to shaft site. 


2. start shaft ( S' deep ) and concrote the collar for 
the first sot, bolting 9 x B end and side plates to the concrete. 
Put in the first set of hanging rods before pouring concrete. 


3. Run power line from transformers to shaft site. 
Make provision for connecting to 'hoist, compressor? and blower, 
and for Installing tran3former 'for 110 volt circuit for lights 


and power tools. 
4. root headframe and hoist and hoist house (use pipe 


frame and galvanized iron for sbeathing). Install safety orosa 
head, sinking bucket, swinging chute and bin.. Install blower for 
ventilation.


5. SInk 420 feet (20 foot su), 
S. Cut station at 950 level.. 
7. Crosscut 50 feet to east to allow a 40 foot pillar 


around the shaft. 


3. Drift to SE and N'J' on strike for 500 feet total, 
9. Crosscut where indicated for'a total length of 


.150 foot ('probably '3 or 4 oroascuts will be neded. 


.
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Cost Estimate ofhe rxploration Program: 


1. Grading for slrnft site and road approach	 )250 
2.. Starting shaft nd concreting collar 	 250 
3. Run tower line to shaft ite and install 


nSfoir 110 volt circuit	 400 
4. eton. 


4000 bd. ft • timber	 32Ô 
Tie rods and fran work	 300 
Labor	 1200 
?iisoe1laneous material 	 180 
Sheave	 100	 2,000 


Roist Rouse and base for hoist 
Pipe and galv. iron	 200 
Labor	 200 


	


e1ding gas, bolts, windows 100	 500-


5. Sinking. 
Size of shaft, 4'6 x O'-6" in glear. 
420 feet C 6' centers =. 10 sets needed. 
Timber needed par set: 


:3 x 8 x 9'10" long 
3 x 3 x 519" long 


B x 3 * S'	 6' ong 
6 x B x 5'	 &'. long 
6 x 3. x 4L 0 long


24 lagging	 2 z 12 x 6'- o long 


Also skip guides to be 4 x 8 dressed.. 
ladder rails 2 x 4 
ladder rungs I x 4 


2 wall plates 
2 end. plates 


4 corner posts 


2 center posts 
1 divider 


) 
)	 28x8x16' long 


)	 2.8x8x.12'log 
) 
)	 .l6z8x16' long 


12 2 :x2x 12 1 long 


Total timber needed for shaft: 


140 = 8 x 8 x 16' long = 11,947 bd. ft. wall & end plates 
140 =. 9 x 8 x 12' long = 8,980 bd. ft. corner posts 
70 - 6. x 0 x 16' long = 4,480 bd. ft. center post & dlv. 70 - 4 x. 6 x 14' long = 1,980 bd. ft. skip guides (di') 
70 2 x 4 z 11 long = 747 bd • ft • ladder rails 
44 


840 -
1 
2


x 4 
x 22


z 
x


16' 
12'


long = 235 bd. ft. ladder rungs 
long = ft. lagging 


48,489 bd. ft. total
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S	 Lqui.ptnent: used 50 II? Single Drutn inc Hoist, geared 
to 50 H? contInuous duty motor, with 
reversible drum controller and resistance 
grids and depth indicator & extra brake 	 02,100 


Used l x 10 3uflivan comprossor, 360 cu. 
ft. ;ith 50 HP G. Slip Ring 4e0 v. notor 
and control. Flat bolt drive and idler 	 1,650 


Blower and motor 	 4.00 


Safety Cross Head	 375 


Sinking buokots (2)	 150 


Hoist rope, 750 feet, 5/8" 1ow Steel cable 
8/19 with safety hook, thimble spliced on	 200 


2 s.D. 355 Jaokhaimors, wet, 1" hex chuck 	 800 


Sump & station pump	 . 000 


7,675 


Supplies:	 Timber, 48,489 bd. ft.	 080,4T 3,880 
400 ft. 2" black 4po	 (comp air) 150 
400 ft. 2" black 4pe	 (water) 


. 150 .
400 ft. 10", 22 ga. g.i. vent pipe 400 
Drill steel and bite 190 
Air hose and water hose 110 
Pump oolurm 500 


•	 Hangrods, washers, etc. 300 
Powder, fuse, caps cud carbide 1,000 
Power 1,003 


1soo1lanoous 1,000 


8,680 


Labor:	 en needed por shift:	 Cost per 6day wook: 


1 hoistran (	 02,Aw. 104 
1 top man ) 4	 0' .75r 34 
1 for oman	 ___ 


0 643 1


Thou with two shifts per dy the labor coat for 
sink1n would be 12O6 per 6-day week. To t1iia 
must be added 15 .5 for OAD, UI nd Cop. Ins., 
and this brings the total to .142G. 


Two shIft8 should make an advance of 5' per day 
or 30 foot per week,


- 11 
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Suxrnmry of sinking coat per foot: 	 (420') 


Equipment	 ( 18.7 W	 Supplie8	 20,66 
Labor	 49.3 


8846 per foot. 


• .!t Station 


For a station on the 950 level, I figure 
a 14' station sot, c'ne extra set 14' high 
the width of the ahaft and three sets more 
the full width of the shaft, top lagged 
with 4 x 12, aIde lagged with 2 x 12. 


Timber needed: 


6 8 z 8 14' long = 448 bd. ft. eta. sot posts 
.5 3 x 3 10' long = 26? bd. ft. eta. sot caps 
40 4 £12 5' long 800 bd. ft. top lagging 
3 8 x 8 0' long 341 bd. ft. ate. posts 


88 2 x12 . 5' long =9Ob. ft. side lagging 


2733 bd. ft.


The station can be ut in by two ehfta In 1 week 


Cost of Shaft Station: 


Timber	 ) 240 
Labor	 1436 


Total	 1726 


7. Cro3scutting and Drifti 


fter cutting the Station, there wil]. be 380 foot 


of drifting and crosscutting left to do. This work can be 
advanced 5 feet par dy of two shifts. Total time needed 
then will be 136 days or 23 weeks. 


Drift sets of 8 x 8 posts, 76" htgh under the cap, 


4' clear width under the cap and 6' betoen poste at the bottom, 


spaced 5' on centers, full tOp lagging, requires 32 bd. ft. of 
•


	


	 tibor per foot. Say that side lagging 	 Ia needed for half the 
sets, then tIibor requirements would be 44 bd. ft. per toot. 


12 - 
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S quipmont needed for Drifting and Crosscutting: 


4 - iino oars, 20 cu. ft. 18° gauze 
roller bearing 


I cage 


Supplies needed for Drifting and Crosscutting: 


1400' of 12# rail 
Fish plates, bolts, spikes 
'700 feet, 10", 22 ga. g.i. vent, pipe 
650 feet 2° black pipe (camp. air) 
650 feet 2" black pipe (water) 
4 x 6 ties for track 
Stool and bits 
Powder, fuse, caps and carbide 
Power 
Tiibor


0 7,700 


0 580



'700



)1,280 


500 
100 
700 
225 
225 
150 
200 


1700 
1500 
240Qv 


.
Labor needed for Crosscutting and Drifting 


23 weeks	 )146 per week
	


034,178 
Suraary of Drifting and Crosscutting Cost (680') 


Equipment	 1.88 
Supplies	 11.32 
Labor	 50.26 


Total	 63.46 per foot 


S


Summary of Coat of Exploration Program: 


1, Grading for shaft site and road approach 3	 250 
2. starting shaft and concroting collar 250 
3. Iowor line to shaft site, etc. 400 
4. Ieadframo and hoist house erection 2,500 
5. Sinking 420 foot,	 Equipiiont	 7675 


upplioa	 8080 
Labor	 20,795 37,150 


0. Station at 950 Level 1,726 
7. Croasoutting and Drifting, 	 Equipment	 1280 


Sup1ios	 7700 
Labor	 34,178 43,158 


Total oost.of exploration program 3 05,434
U, 


-13.'







r	 .	 .. 
S	 Time Schedule 0 Explorc tion Program --


This 8chedulo Is based on an operation of 2 shifts 


per day and a 6 day week, 


Grading	 1 week 


eoting ocdfraie, Starting 
Shaft, installing Power Line 
and setting up hoi8t and 
building hoist house 	 3 weeks 


Sinking 420 foot	 14 weeks 


Shaft Station	 1 week 


Crosscutting nd Drifting	 23 weeks 


Total	 42 woeks 


. - 14 -







Plat 
of the claim of 
Edv,ard lahoney 


upon the 
Buena Vista quicksilver Fine 


Salinas Fining District., SOL.C. County, Cal., 
containing 34-43/130 Acres. Scale - 13 cns. to 1 inc. 



T. 26 S.,	 . 10 ., ount Diablo leridian. Var, lb-l/2 T, 


Sec. Cir 


p0 5fr /17 
J,L017 e t7c/ 5 Vt 4/ / 


\
/	 4: 


4-. 


Sec.33	 / .9	 P05/-


6/4/ 


stin 5tcne M.


3	 -iPos/ 1,-i 3to 


3. LM No.9	 'V ?/	 0


5to#et1c/ 5Vtl.No.Z 


86 fr °E. 4.20


Sec.34 


(7'. B. VM. ,Vo3 


This is a tracing taken from Patents, BooK G, Page 363.



Patent Date: Oct. 22, 1874. 


Recorded in the General Land Office, Vol. 12, Pages 339 to 34a 


Recorded ir± Stn Luis C'oisno, 'eh. 6, 1901. 
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}1XS LEA$E AND A E4ENT, made and entered into this 23rd day of MARCH, l95., 


b and between I. H. NUING, o Salinas., California 1 hereinafter deøignated "Lessor", 


and VJtGfl 4xTH arid hAROLD J. BIAGGINI, hereinafter designated "Issee&', 


3,, Lessor leasea and lets unto Lessees and Lessees hire and rent of and from 


the Lessor t1iát certain iosier iithie situated iñ th POo Roblés Mining 'Distiot 


in the County Ot San Luis Obispo, OaIiornia 1 cg •r3,y Icriown as the Buena Vista Or 


Mahoney Qutcksilver IU . e and more partiOtiaz descrlbe4 as follows: 


Lot No. 37, embracing & pertlon of the south h. of Section 
33 in Township 26 South, Range 3,0 East, Mount Diablo Base and 
Meridian, in Salinas liming District, in the Qounty of San Luis 
Obiapo, State of California, in the district of lands subject 
to sale at San Francieeo, embracing 34.43 acres, more or less, 
and which said land is more particularly set forth arid described 
in the patent issued therefor by the Government of the United 
States, and recorded in the ofiae of the County Recorder of Sari 
Lu.ts Obispo County, State of California, in Book G, Page 360, of 
Patents, and reference being had to said record of said patent, a 
fuller and more complete description of said lands will appear, 
and upon which property what is known as the Buena Vista or Mahoney 
Quicksilver Mine is located; 


together with the buildings, structures and improirernents and the machinez'y, appurten-


ances 9 euipnent, tools and implements ituated thereon and described in "Exhibit A", 


hereto attached and made a part hereof, for a term of ten (10) years, commencing on 


the 23rd day of March, 1955, and continuing to and including the 2nd. day of March, 


1965.


2. On the condition that Lessees shall faithfully keep and perform each and 


all Of the terms and conditions hereof and as a condition precedent thereto, Lessor 


grants unto Lessees the right and option to extend the term of this lease for an 


addition period of ten (10) years commenctng on the 23rd day of March, 1965, and 


eliding on the 22nd day of March 1975, which said option should be exercised by written 


notice given to Lessor not later than March 1, 1965 


3. As and. for the rental:, of said premises Lessor ball be paid a royalty depelident 


upon the sale price of quicksilver produced from said premises as follows: Up to 


$225.00 per t1aak 1 twenty percent (20%) thereof; from $226.00 to $235.00 per f1aek 


twenty.one percent (21%) thereof; from $236.00 to $245.0O per flask, twentytiio percent 


1. 
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(2Z) thereof; from 246,oO to 255.QO per. flask, twentythree percent (z3%) thereof 


from 256,.oQ to $265.00 per,flask, twenty.$øuz' percent (4%) thereof; azid for all of 


$266.00 or over per flask, tient rs .five percent (25%) thereof. AU crindbar mined on 


said premises ar4dor any and all quicksilver refined therefrom shall be sold in the 


name of Lessor and all proceeds of sale therefrom shaU be sent directly to Lessor at 


8aUxias, Calif*rnia, and Lessor shall deduct therefrom his share thereof as and . for 


said rental and shall remit the balance thereof to Leeees. Lessees fly also do custom 
YTh41L11 Øf cinnibar On said leased premises provided that such custom miuin s. 


not interfere with or delay the milling of ox's mined from the leased premises, and 


provided further that Lessor shall be paid the sum of L5O per ton of all Oinnibar 


so milled by Lessees for others on said leased premises. 


4, During the term hereof• the ' LesSees shall, subject to the right of inspection 


herenatter reserved to the Lessor, be entitled to sole and exclusive possession 


of the said mining property and may exp2 ore,. develop, work, operate and mine the 


same and extract, mill, reduce and dispose of metals' and minerals therefrom at their 


own cost and expense and for their own use and benefit; provided, however, that said 


Work shall be done in a good and ininerlike manner and shall cause no undue waste 


or injur7 to the said mining property. 


5. Lessees shall during the term hereof cause to be performed on said mining 


propex'ty at least foux' (4) working shifte of labor for each working d&y, it being 


understood that one shift shall be construed to be the continuous labor of one man 


fox' eight hours per day; provided, however, that strikes, fire, unavoidable accident, 


falure of the Supply of necessary labor, power or material, acts of God, or Other 


causes beyond the control of lessee shall excuse non_performance hereunder during 


such thne as such causes, or any of them operate to prevent such performance. 


6. AU work done or material furniehed for the said mining property during 


the term hereof shall be at the sole expense of Lessees, and the Lessor and the said 


mining property shall by Lessees be held free and harmless from any and all liena, 


encumbrances, charges or liability arising by reason of the operations of the Lessees. 


7. AU work done by Lessees upon the said mining property shall be done in a 


good end tninerlike manner and in accordance with the laws, rules and regulations 


2. 
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of the State of C . orz$a Or the Un&ted St tes of America which may be appUcable. 


Lessees. hall keep their' employees engaged in. the sad work insured tn compliance 


with the, r1men's Compensation Act Of the, State of California and shall pay prcrnptly 


as the same become due any and All, taxes including Social security taxes owing 


to the state or federal governments OcCz'uirjg by reason of iheir' operations hereunder 


f 8 . Lessees eh4i. make no change of the present. phisical set up of said mine 


Without the written consent of Lessor first had and obtained. 


9. Thiring the term hereof Lessees shall maintain an adequate system Ot' records 


anj books of account, and. the said records and books shall be open to the nspectton 


of Lessor at al rea nat1e times LessOr' may enter upon the said 4ning property 


at all. reasonable times for the purpcse Of inspecting the same and the operations 


of Zeaees hereunder but sh43. not unwa '.antly intrfere with .suh operatonse 


10. The Lessees 'hereby admit the receipt by them of the Sal..machinery, 


appurtenances, equipment,. tools and implements mentioned ir UExiibit A" in good 
Operating condit±on 'arid repair and shall during the te,. hereof, at their own cost 


and expense, maintain the same in good operating condition and repair and replace 


any items thereof lost or damaged with ne items of, like kind arid quality and on 
termination of this lease delb*r the same to the Lessor in the same condition as 


received,, damage by reasonable use and wear and the elements aloneexcepted, Zf 


Les,ees shall add nfW machinery or equipment to paid mine, same sh4l be the property 


otZesso ant reman on said, pr&iises upo. the. terui tion hereof, Any and all 


replacements of tools,. machinery, and equipment shall be the property Of LeSsor' 
arid shall, rem , on 'the. leased premises upon the terrninatior hereof,. Lessees shall 
also during the pe4od, hereof keep and, maintain the. eztsting tnsuranco on; the said 


machinery, appurtenances, equipment, toOls and implements in full force and. effect 


arid pay to the Lessor, on. demand, the premiums accruing thereon, during, the said 


period.. Lessees shall irnmeciiate2y contract for arid, maintatn for the. duration of 


this lease landlord and tenant. public liability insurance within limits of 5O', 000.00 


and i0Q,00Q..O0 for the benefit of the parties hereto in a Company or companies 


Sattefactory to Lessor arid shall deliver said policies to Lessor. Zesees Shall keep 
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and save Lessor safe and harrIese of and from any and all damages, liability, suits, 


judgments, liens, costs, expenses and attorneya fees resulting from Or arising 


Out of Zessees'. operations upon or possession of said prdses. 


11. The Zessee. shall not. remove or permit to be removed from the said mining 


property during the period hereof any of the said machinery, purtenances, equipient1 
tcOls and implements without the written. consent of the Lessor first had and obtained, 


12,. The Lessor. shall have 'che right to post and keep posted on the said 


mining property notices of non-responsibi)4ty for any of, the acts and deeds ct 


Lessees hereunder and any other notices which he shall deem necessary or convenient 


in the prerniSes. 


33o Lessees shall, not assign this lease and agreement nor sublet the aid 


mining property,, r any pazt thereof, withOut the wrltten consent of Lessor first 


had and obtajne4 and the. consent to any one assignment r subletting shall not be 


construed as a consent to any subsequent assignment or subletting. 


l4o Lessees acknowledge that they are familiar with the terms, covenants and 


conditions of the agreement between Lessor and the owner of certain Of the lands 


adjoining the said mining property on whch are Situate the springs from which the 


Wter 5uppy for sai4 mining prOperty is obtained, and Lessees shall during the term 


hereof keep arid perform all the covenant and conditions Of the sai4 agrelment pei' 


formable by Lessor. 


15. Notices herein provided for shall be in writing and shall be sent by 


registered mail addressed to the person for whom it is intended at the addresses 


listed below or such other addresses as the parties. hereto may hereafter furnish to 


the other in writings 


K. R..NU1TING	 VIRGIL SMITh and 
P.O. Box 150
	


J. BXAGGXNX 
Salinas, California	 Route 1, Box 265 


Ataecadero, California 


l The terms, covenants and conditiOns hereof shall Subject to the restrictions 


on assignment hereinabove provided inure to the benefit of and be binding upon the 


parties hereto, their respective heirs, executors, administrators and assigns. 


17, it Lessees shall breach or violate or fail to per*'orm any of the terms or 


Conditions hereof and shall fail to correct such breach, violation, or failure to 
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perrorm within' ten (10) day after written notice by Zessox' toLeseós by mail 


addre3sed to Zaessees" last 'known address, Léssór nay terminate this 'lease arid/or 


ptrsue any other right or rexae.dy 'available 'to him hereunder or in law or equit7 


provided, Xf Lessor shall fail to so tormXnte or to pu]"sue any such right or 


rémec1r for or 'upon any' such breach violation or failure to •erfozu, such faiiur 


to so tez'ninate or pursue ehaU not be a waiver of his rIght' o so terninàte or 


pursue for or 'upon any other or subsequent breach or violaton., 


la,: Time is of the ' essence hereOf. 


'9. Provided and on the cOndit&ori that Les8ees shall have faithM.y kept arid 


performed . each and all of the tei'rns arid conditions' hereof up to and includin' the 


time of' exercise Of the option hereinafter 'pro'ided, Lessor grants unto Lessees the 


right and option to purchase the real property hereinabove es.oribed for the sun of 


Two Hundred 'ThouSand Dollars (2O',oO0.0o), cash, ith credit" thereOn for all ro3raltiee 


paid to Lessor pursuant to the terms hereof up to and including the date o the ezer-


dee of 'Such option; said optIon shall be exercIsed by notice in writing delivered in 


person to or ai,ed to Lessor at his address aforesaid With postage thereon M 


prepaid on or before .Karch 23, 1958; saId exercise of option shall be accompánied ' by 


deposit of said purchase price in cash with cretht thereon far royaltIes as aforesaid 


in escrow with any title company in the CIty of 'Salina County of Monterey, State of 


'California', subject only to deed from Leseor for said px'ernises free and clear of all 
encumbrances except any arid all deed restrictions and rights of way or easements Of 


record, and excepting, fu'tber, any liens on said premises resulting from the acts of 


Omi5sion or commission of I'see or either of them. 'Title insurance and revenue 


stamps to be furnished by lessor and taze to be prorated as of date of delivery of 


deed.	 ' '	 '	 '	 ' 


20., That certain: lease aid agreement dated the 15th day',of July, 1954, between Lessor, 
the Lessor above named as/and Virgil anith above named as Lessee, leasing the above 
de5cribed premises to said VIrgil &nith for a period of three (3) years with options 


for extensions thereof, is hereby caneUed and terminated as of and on the 22nd day 


of March, 195, providing that any and all obligations of said Lessee under the terrs 


of said lease as to payment of roya]ties and rents for all, ore mined from saId premises 
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arid accrued up to and in1udirg said 22nd day of March, 955 are not hereby 


cance3jed and contintie ii force and effect. 


IN TNE$S W}iEREO1?, the parties hereto harre hereunt* athd their sigriature 


a bt the day and year first hereinabore written.


lessor 
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EXIBIT .A 


Mill Buildings 1 housing: 
Rock Crusher and Motor 
Rotary furnace 
Coridensors system 
Fan arid Motor 
Transformers 


1 Tool Building 
1 Building containing 1 215 C.F. Air Cómpreàsor 
1 Small building 


Fuel Oil storage tank 
12 Ore cars 
1 24" out off saw 
1 30t conveyer 
1 10" crusher 
1 10 H.P. Motor 
1 Starter Box 
1 6" Feeder 
1 7 H.P. Motor and Fan for Condincers 
1 " oil pump 
2 2500 gallon oil tanks 
1 Diamond drill, complete except for bits.. Core barrels 


200' feet 1' drill pipe 
4 1.8. #40 jack hammerS - 2 1.5. J.35 Jack hammers 


20' J.-H. Steel 
l50 air hose 
100" water hose 
20	 2" suction hose 


2 1 ton air hoists 
1 3/4 ton air hoists 
1 chain hoist 
1 Suction fan -. no number approx. size 10" 
1 Sniall platform scales 
1 #50 stoper 
2 Old pressure pumps 


10 Pulleys assorted sizes 
1 2" ElectriC pump - 7 H.P. Motor D.C. 


25' New convayer belt 14" wide 
10 Switch boxes, as3td. sizes 
1 Small ore grinder 
1 Small ore crusher 


- 1 Drill bil grinder 
1 2" sump pump air motor 
1 15 H.P. Electric motor 
2 5 H.P. Electric motor 
1 1 H.P. Electric motor geared 
l : ]4? Drill steel 
1 Bundle short drill steel 
2 Mercury pots 
2 Buckets bolts - nuts fittings 
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Photo No • 1 • The burned rock bin under the 
furnace, Portnl of o. 1. "UflflO1 to left 


.	
01' 


Photo No. 2. The furnace plant, &owing 
•	 condeneers, wooden barrel and etack, 


\uxillary water tank In center. P,G.& E. 
traneformera on polo at lower right.







hoto No. 5.	 haft sito, 
at white topped 8tnke in 
foreground. Looking nor ti. 


fl / •1I1T


Photo No. 5. The Shaft Site 
looking south west. The road 
will come in from the right 
in the center of the photo. 


-	 -	 ___ 


_•J 


?hoto No. 7. Looking south 
east from a point on the 
county road about 100 feet 
above the oil. tanks. The 
sandstone orebody at 
upper right. 
Fit in right foreground ii 
open cut where present 
supply of ore is being mined. 
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Photo No. 3. Plant at right, Timber shod 
in foreground. Buena Vista Mine. 


	


_____	
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Photo No. 4. Looking down on plant 
from county road in a r.ortb east direction. 
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LL-O UNITED STATES	 7 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION .ADMINISTRATIOr{ 



WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 


•	 i6o Evans Aen*e 
/	 Ro, Nev*da 


I	
Juae 1954 


Mr. HareM 3. BiaggIni 
Adelsiâa Road 
Paso Ro.s, California


Re Docket D)CEA'. 37i1 (Mercuy) 
Smith & Btaggiai 
B.ea Vista Q&icksUv.r Mine 
Sa* Lnis Obispo Co*aty, Calif. 


Dear Mr. Biaggiai: 


In accordance with Our tel.pboae coavorsatton, 1 


am sadosini seven copies f 'tConseut to 1$en" forms,. 


MV403.	 . 


7jy 1 these should. be signed *nd •tnraed to this 


olflce, the thers are for your LU.. . 


Very truly yo'ttrs. 


$osco. M. Ssuith 
Acting Ez*ctire Ofiics.r 
DMEA Tiel4 Teniz, R.giea U 


End 


RMsmith:gh 
cc: Opr. Corn., DMEA, Wash., D.C. 


R. M. Smith 
File







S	 • 
Copy


S 
BUENA VISTA MINE



Adelaida Road 
PASO ROBLES, CALIFORNIA


Nov. 12, 1955 


U. S. Department.of the Interior 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Mr. C. 0. Mittendorf: 


Through the new lease, which is enclosed, we 
are re-suthnitting our application for a D.M.E.A. Loan, in 
reference to Docket No. D.M.E.A. 3781-Mercury, Buena Vista 
Mine.


I believe that you have the reports in your office, 
which were drawn up by Mr. C. N. Schuette. 


If you desire any further information, write to 
the above address and we will submit immediately. 


Sincerely' yours, 


Signed: Harold J. Biaggini 


Smith & Biaggini







r


DEC13 1955 


tIeesre. Smith and Biaggini 
Buena Tista Mine 
Adelaida Road 
Paao tobles, Califort* 


Re; 1ocket No. DMEA 3731 Mercuy 
ena Yista Mine 


San Lui Obispo, County, California 
Gentleaefl*


Reference is aede to the abovedockted application 
for exploration assistance, dented by letter of 1uust 2, 
1955, end to IOU? letter of 4oenber 18, 1955, with the atrn-
tacked now lease, which was intended as a. resubmissLon of 
your application for Qoierrment participation. 


While the new lease appears in better form than the 


11 original, denial of your application was based on a carefully 
(f Considered judgment that the maximum expectancy of produotion 


resulting frog your proposed program is not cosmensuz'ate with 
1 the cost of exploration and Government participation is, there 


fore, not Justified. 


Such denials of r,aueste for exploration assistan4e 
bj the Defense Minerals xploration Administration are made, 
however, withaut preJudice to th. property. Any significant 
results of new work thereon thai migit meterially alter our 
eoncluion$ Could, of course, be furnished to this Admintstr* 
tion at any ti • Such tnformation should.refer to the present 
docket and be acøø*nied by a revised application on !'orm 
PlO3.


The lease form accompanying. your letter is returned 
herewith.


Sincerely yours, 
t4.	 11 	 , ' 


Adsintatrator 


Enclosure 
cc: Docket 


Code kOQ 
Adm. Read. File 
Oper. Committee


cc: T. Kiilsgaard, USGS 
Helena Meyer, USBM 
PT, Reg9 


ADMcMahon,/ls 
l/9/55
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mK ke o4110 Di,14on, ThJA 


of	 for e*pl*r*Uon atan in t)s 
i**t of t8,1s3I.00 


£døt Ia, IA	 rcn'y 
th & taggini 


!rnea flats )M• 
iis b1sp* cmt, '*iOrin 


71* diia1 of t!* e.ject aLtcst4om ii zec.ir*ntd j 
thL	 dc** based on the tOUnginitias 


1, TI sppiiesnte, 3.th & ggthi, aens Ytate ***, 
Ais1ajda PasO Ihaie, s1iftrnta, rsquited .3orat$on 
ssa*atiias in U !!t .f $85,k3h fr 1&i fist of &*tt eiflk* 
ing, *tti a a)mtt station 20 feet long ii 680 Set of ift. 
ing and croeseutth in	 a Vista ndne. 


2. T1* ap1iesxsts oztro1 tri' 3.a* fron ?. t. )Mtttng, 
oi*t, the tollising patented v c1sia 


1.o4 37, Section 33, Taskdp 26 South, Eangs 10 
East, 1bnt I*abl* isis and 1erS4i, a' ot 


tiJidag 3I.I3 s.sss1 s*.t*sted in the 5s3insa 



	


*3*114 District, 	 Lts Oblapo	 (*Iiforsis. 


3. prooaed j*ep	 by sLnkic I20 feet of stt 
in tà* ? flats sdi*, cthai a sft station, end 680 feet 
of dritt4ng and orossctting on tb - 950 ft. ie1 of that 


)• Zn the area az$m'ed by the ks flats ndns 
ore nd 1iaist3rn oectu as stringers, disi,sdtione, 
of o*rn3sbar in $ etreag1 eaiIn4eed shs3m	 2718 flasks 
of	 y - b. prods	 on U . azes, and the ee 
p3øaUn_pigxon prnToeed sig*tt res*1t In the scsrn of an 
equa3	 of isv. $at orAy ptr4 of t&st ore oos1d be expeat.d
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WASHINGTON 25. D. C.


Ar*1 27, 1955 


1: IA.3781 
iLth ii 


•n Zmi. Gbts.po Co., 
1*• 


. 


To:	 E. L SUL$, Defea.. *r*s 1xrn*tt Ministsstic 


• 1. Z.	 U. 8. G.oltcs1. irv 


$ib1jsat; *eviw at sp34estLob 


* ee*tG bes ropose4 a prosct iibtch viU ocsist at e) 
feet of ebaft .g,	 'OO feet of cossettLa and ritt1L* øa a 
iev SO fo la. 


totsle6	
- o tic: r. 191.8 baa 


* uorptiøa of tb* i*z* fists	 posits ii 
ia ULG.L *iillat*n 9a2.z, (191.1) ickai1ier *peeits 2* San X*ia 


Lspo øcat7 ss aI**tb.est4Xn Jabt*rsy caty, Cslif***a. 


"The ms flats oae iboots oc La a itrse	 cais 
at a]a. host of tb.s 1mve iaetinits 1ts, bat seiee ara 


thitt*2 bo's4.d b7 *ertb.est .. tr,* sr pl*eei. Ctit*bar 
Occurs ** stris a*4 djuioattcns in the sba]a breev2s or aa 
blabs, intite1y sseselstM vith pyrite, in ausms at *ite to green 
e1* y. The tae cic*its$ned at lasat tour os aboets tbt bava been 
stc%* out. These aboote	 to bays bean coutro3.lsd by a series 
at essrl7 Lr*U1 amer *1*r planes, but tb. evidence $a not ocue1u. 
aive. Ths are in eners3 r*gb1y tt,4sr aM re1*ttvel.y fl. 
hors crs shoots a yet be 4iscover an tbe proert. CsefuUr 
plermed drflhi*g fran tb. presant **kia6s tse*r4 the Z3a* 	 (one 
•b1f	 tbt tb I--- flats) jj4	 f	 st.	 to 
datermtx* the ALtus psesibiUti.. at the nine." 


A1thcgh driZ1i tree tb. amer iirkiszgs boa bean. 1cse the 0 


recorde of the results were 4estrgjM b3' ti ye As tb. o34 vo*ine 
are insceessibla,	 ir dri11th h14.0 be required before deep 
ars*i *zplm*t1Ca can be .juatified, • 	 0 	
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0 	


• 	 0
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' (LiCION 


rZ. :arOL. J. iegini, deIi& os8 fsso oblu, Cali,oii*t 


an4 kia psrtzer Vtrii. aith, cute 1, oz 265, '•teses4ero, Csliforni* 


spplie.t Sor	 ueietaze #ipril U, 12 5 au a proposed 


;6,O3$X	 gn with the IiefEnae irzsrs3 x1orstion .dainistrstii 


t4) explore tor mrcuxi at th old zena 'data (l4*hay mine, 5an 


Li iWupo C'Qunty, *Ii1. 


1 lie]4 exaiair2atton was reqssted by tht ersting oittee on 


?4	 195. me x'operty ws x*minv4 on 4une 16, 195 b . (. 


cban ot the rx or inis.	 • . ai1ey, i 1o4c*1	 ey;



they wero £ccUpanie by etcsra. aith nd isjint. 


4be ep	 snt z€tained r. • N. huette, coos tint idu.thg



eng inez', to prepare a report on te roperty in nuerç, l$5. 


coy o t reort e thcludcd 'vth tk docketed applicetii and 


wee a ccnsidereb1e aid to the ie4 te* in preparing t. application 


:repoz't.


U nUerjx'otu* workin s trc iniceeeei1e, i2re are n eo.oric 


4ap$ ta muiy of the. old rnine records hve been lost. Consequently 


the exaj*jnitjon was 1iited to inspection of the existing surface 


plant d fci1iti.i,	 diac.uions with the app Lcants, uch of



date pr.senttd in this report wee obtained fzfcrin 4r. Virril .$ftiikt. 


ether sources ci £n.tiii*tin inCI'4ed pr'octton dt& obtained frc 


t	 jjr of Mjnex'*1 j iustrits, iepton ', and from 


end vclotcl urvey pzblicatiarts and literature. 


ccp1et. exainstion of the ain wotzld req'4re a eonside*bls 


*nctit.4r0 tax' minc rshabiUtstion. 
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.he murits o th lptlicnt3' rpoed ecpiortim z'orrm 1 


th reised joran s 'rrtrnd tn.th,t rport nbe baed only on 


proition rccords a. a iaritr o the geo1oy	 th exioraticn 


area to tht sx'e £z i4tici tc *st 	 ciction was u4e. 


proe4 iplorv.iou :ht 'U4tó] result in the iscover 


ol	 ch qAcksi1Ter at is ire&d)r bean produced oi ,7I.ib laeza, 


cut Dküy e p&x't oi th.s ,oq1 e	 ns iirecUy br the inits.L work1 


iros 1 a1ua	 , IkO £lska at th ovevn&ont usrsnted price 


(25 per t1sek) i .l8,O00 Thc cost of diaeevrir, deyeloping 


rig, tie orc ,1n this 1xk is cWt to 	 't.ot 51Z),QOCL 


The CiaL1 xpctsnc ( :?OdUCtjO i not cowneneuate with 


the cost of zp1or*tion nd protction, 	 it 1'; z cowuded ttat 


tjlitiOfl bS denith


iici. ' 


'The dne is locst in s.tction 33 !T. 2 .., . 10 .., 


iti th	 lixs inicr Listrict, n L.uia iap* Cotmty, Ur. t an 


1titde ct 1,300 Uet. 


o	 to in £rat eso ol*a, C 2rnis, trsvcl wter1



th pived cel*t<1* roi I .Ucs to the oprtr fir. 1). the 


5 cces$i1 U yesr. 


ThL tporsph oi th lXe$ has a tuz'e appearance ith lir 


rtLxtec hills cQYe?et by	 prve rosth of tbuber, bri. sod grass.



Ire Ltte. is tirnp€irst. siziil thx'ing inior end prinr is 


noderate.Ly evy. riinse is t the north&at to U1bir Creek. The 


2







S 
t	 up1y Lox' Ve nIt uu p1t co€ by	 i1ty £2n.	 ixi 


f:'Cr w	 e 'UIside. 


1ectrc	 i	 $t thg sine ft'.,zn , cUic 


It.0 trio	 t 4r1v LLOU	 aiis . the 'ti&reøt. town 


wFxe up1i4s en be ots4n.	 rc re	 oti', 1i1tLta Jor 


orinteu at	 £:roerty,	 th zet, ori 1iv.t it thc' cnit 


o th lLLn1 Or st *BO	 Wbith	 s 3) init t.n. 


ki1i iine	 xrez's, crienced with Lr±t $1ti, Oz'5tob$, 


in thi5 jrt ox 1ioxni. The prev1inF	 cIe it 
Th.00 per ds	 ecnt4ve bonee br minz'.i t other rop.rttc



Qiter ncrcus thiz *c*Ie to th equim1€nt oi ; 20.00 pr dsy. 


" Ur 


The •n ati q	 us iso £orwrL knovn u the 


oriey, .ouId, or' Gottd ss	 *honey ane. The iine r* ..:psrtt1 


.coverd	 dioped at	 at thst	 the i&ien tt* cl&L* 


jtt€sd b7 '.	 *z ;houey4 r. '	 . cwetts trt th&t



th ir- ws oper&tec fz'o 1875 t 1&IA i th*t 1,2O £I&Ske t)f 


q4ckatllvEw i.re z covere4 in i76 y ess of & noz..Osborne i.irnrc.. 


tis ,rozc t0ton, hover	 not o.tficisily reoorded 34th sny 


oerni&ünt	 nOy	 ccor&n$ to ir. irgiJ.	 ti st1 k)roduc-






ttox oame from orking riven in the ic.nity of. criinste L9O0 


orth, 1Y(fl &st hiim or *ttsh.d m*p, Li?. 2. 


iiteLy sCter the pro ction ii	 th	 slut 


Odfl ow&rir to	 ro in th* price or inorcjry, &n it rzrine4 


no*rative WtU 1t99 itenia•s, u*er thc irctin o$ ;r . . 
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ozid, rovoz'cd 203 f1et u rikeiLior durth thc lut hiLt oI 


19 nd 19i0	 i&U cs1. nin-	 r.thrti.n extinud until 


1$03 at itth tLe orsther/ reports n ore bxI 2:3 to 15 feet wida 


tid 3 £tet hib WL eoed in the to. 1 tunnel	 & icitn b)O



€cZ £r* the ports.L 


zcept for uneU cs1e 1eee operation, the property TeraiUC4 


ic1 frogs 103 rnt1 1	 wn it wa leased by oy irtt v'rio 


recored sboit lOG laska oi uiilvz' irn 11 through 1J46 


ar'. xfil iUt ot.z'*td the mine. e rove it of tre woridnri 


hoMn on th. ttae p	 2J,	 uring thie thic, 1,763 


ot q	 Liver ez'v reovered by th oentio of iU'.ton 


rotary nct 4!ich ws	 tsl3Md in l91. o priction ws reced 


Ln l6, hxt in	 snd $ha total of 500 ilaks of qieker



ueed. since 3.W, t .roper'ty has be. i4le. 


I r-,--t	 .	 -	 _------ I_1-* 


/ orsthe,	 lIO3, The izdckailver kesoircee o ca1Uorui* 
C&lii. tate iV. of iinea ,j,U. 21,. p. 12. 
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t 1'CCQ2d	 od.ctioi
rø iimPced ^rC.Lry poduced. 


____ thort tons 
jr JW - T .-


______ ow	 iiuks - 


i9X) 39 


192$ 5 


= 2. 
1933 


I I 
1939


4 
1o6 


.2l 


11a4 OO 0.783 10 
191L5 58( 
1,5 0 I 


75J. 
193 - 7 t e1e*n ap) 


flct?iYfl 
notiLvon 2 


-*r --


,7I6 i1sek 


tit	 Ictit grae U.2 The, /ton. 


he. tailing durip z'o th flinsce oprtion coitsina no nz's 


t;in 13,DOO tons, hoveirer, ch ol the i,teri8i. *sy have bae iauied 


*W&y ior roaL iftcin. 


• N. ohtta stet ed th total prodnctii'm t L J I7L "iuks 


£i the year 1(7 to 19	 or cotpzeon, tha nsrby 


ie n.Lc mne 'WhiCt s i 11th. 'place on the list oi' aWorris iCk4 


it1no, has yie1ds oze thEz 1,XX) i laske. 
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(: 
proptu'tj onits oi	 Ftented. riintnc	 i4icii covur 


144Z3	 th	 o th c1i	 *t t 1'A Let 


7	 ciain	 35.16 ctefr. (e flg. .	 ieciajin is 


r&cord?d iy on*nt tut st 	 Wis bipa rounty in Foo} 0, 


Qi	 tets.	 :prox'ty is	 by . • ,	 • 


4x 7!O* 3nri, clit. 1ie apicni.	 sre. miti si	 is-tt



O'€


LriRC l'i2ht$ to the Jknd hive sppfrntly ebfl isu1 t the 


to1'weIi	 md CttL CTpbny	 jtdd rro *	 post*U t th*



fltDttCC ;*ti. '* 1IZI i td451 or ittle fl$i22 Y1rpO$$ ZIÔ hs 


on ptt to that 


-	 Thc copy o ieb etwetn the ap4icant sn tii orner or th 


prozty w spprcttr irwrred to 	 hAngton . . • with the



ox'i. in*l .pplicstion sxd. is nt zined t.y Vie engin.er. 


tr. ir-Ll nith is n	 ned q kilvr	 is 
p.8t *tU* *O bUt s$ei4S to 1* La oo ie*1t. a• •t5Qld J 


su bit little mining eipex'iénce. 1e hu Ltved in the 


*i)n most Qi ia life (4d L$* DSIfl i*)iO7d 'S $ C1t1C X'WicheZ. 


icrot	 orn z.r'e inceøuible, nd no attempt hed been 


ine by the spantt tu cpoz uy o thea.	 lldoser iisd rvcntiy 


been uued to rtsh)y grsd the surface of the rune rode. There s 


no ctivty t the opefl cut te •bove nt to the 4set of the port&l 


ci the No. 1 ttnnel. Unly treces ot cinnabar wsr€ obeerved thre 


o plLcMte $ntre cl the loan ticth they requeted 'wax 


azt to ' 2l,5O9?5.	 .poposed to rwrntth thet *m(*rnt by 
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coritributin eqimmt ic they value t sppr !1rtey 	 )O().00, 


bt thc anr1 dep3YJct&tion wO2ld cnmt t	 They 


pxcpo6ad to £uxnirb the blnce iith money. This. ttree woulc 


o'.int to boat '.:2O,9.75 sn is mr cpittl then they ere iueni 


c:u iii to sUe urU!sc n x;ior;tia loan wes £hat granted. 


The propoai xplorstiøn worK o&tlined bj the aipi.ints oz' any 


aiir eqtth*lent sork ir a uiUieult iue king except by exper 


ieueed c!perator. The proposed 	 t si drift woi2 require hey 


Umber br ground support. 4ost ox the proposed work would be within 


a st sheared and brøcciated fault xone. irU *tth reported that 


eoie wcter iian enoorntere4 ut de•pez portiona o t e ok. i.e iere 


th ilo; s*eunted to about ; sUøns pex' mintite, 


The mine ae evelopU by a series of tunnels running sQuth.rLr 


into The jU5i4e (a fig , 2). Ore zined below te elevation o the 


No. I tunnel !d to 't* handled esl!er.l t*s, c ent),y, aining 


carts were znuaizaXly high, according to Virgil Seith. The preEent 


condition o the une 'torkins (all or ibich re incceseibie. 1U 


undetermined. ie bt .ailabie jzuorm*tioii *as obtained from 


ir4l rnith who c.Laiic4 that the incline winze fron the rio. I flnni 



to the o. 2 Tunnel ws cved about half w&y ttoirn tronm thc colltr in 


U ul t	 xin; reqiired timber for gro.a support. iost 


01 t1.o itorkins are biev to be cay ' at th resent tine. 
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S	 S 
At ro.1v.n £ite zri un the pz'cprtyt 


L c. q4cs.i,,r rotary £uxuc trest pit rt. 
cspc.ity 3 to 38 tons p dsy. keported recovery 
92 praet. $ø. t&. , condition ftir. 


2. 4I.G tibez' fr&Lgu eh,	 tinin	 eeUtnos 
tools, eç tj t, nd junk. ondit.on poor. 


3. inc hie trier	 ooz' cQndition. 


1. Une raU clvsnied hd contion iair,. 


5. One six eoor, 28 c.i.i. with receiver .a, 
U33 wit lnizctton *otox' 	 belt drive cGn*%tcb poor, 


(	 zie bl4*ez	 Illia tki*ers - conditioi hIair. 


7. ren tuo ntne ears; * in. 'ooci conttion, nine in poor 
OZbttLOZ1. 


. seøl&neoi.w crkp thabar, 4pe	 rail, ir i4 
waLer pipe lines, oil 	 ster storai tanks, 1tE scrap. 
oor to Lair ondttio*. 


41nin costs at the prQperty were outecU bi4i buse ot 


the nature ot the oepo3it. ien the 'cet price ot qii&silver 


ropp4 in	 the iine wss .orce tc cit.. 


O::	 t 


Thc nt'e aUafl5 iB5 property liee. xt a wi4• shcrr sone tticz 


traverees rrswscke anc. shale oZ the 'rMciscan rcsip, peurl 


a Jziraesic *e.	 st ot the rne	 the i.nci$C*ii rocs 


suc the. sheirsune *re overlain by li.ghtcolored siie xi siLtetone 


o1 occn ae. 


The	 5i• zone, thlci. is the totnant trtzcture ci the iine ares, 


treis westerly 1Qr *n iile from te	 ts t mine, sn it 


rcaches its	 iim *Ldt oX about a. heIt a mile in the rine ares. 
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.	 S 
oil)r s ior ex&ip1e t the 1ta tne less than hsLt a nile itet 


ot the rzena Usts mine, the shsr ZO&c ixac1uc•s in*es Of serpntinej 


:t r tier.epeztins, nor it derivative, c1U	 røte ootjwu



seexi on the nt ista prprty. The roo in the her QTh? 


the tJne voizLt ol eMrod,. roebi.y	 g	 t blac1 


se, with iew lnes oi chert	 iltereJ bseio vo1czriic xoce. 


Ttiese roots &re bih1', b.tt not inifom1r, øhered .ito di3continious 


b3.QC.cn o th	 rder roes enilted in *atri ci sheuled shsi, The



rro sthictzr. Withifl the sone is soizeEiat similu t noriw1 zit 


brecciu in that the dtt'ections oI most oi th hear, end the rtsidti 


bedding in thc shele, tx4 to coiUorst to the oztXine of the more 


r'eeiat4nt blocks i'iiM than being parsUci. to the wtUa i te tone. 


. rsilting	 $1' tone in, thAre10re ehz%cterited by i.nnurnerble 


thcz' or fzit sursces whiv)	 oicontinuous, a.ite, sn without



psrent pittern. to their oitributiz or orientatiae. 


pai	 jT 


Th ore in the ena '- tate mine consist at cinnabar that f.'ills 


tzzite ±rsctures in the harder roc snd pore sp*ces in tte aiter 


sraw*cke. The ore bodiz that have been found zsnged in size from 


ere pods to bads cQntsinir2g as mzicb as 10,000 tons. The rrad. of 


the ore zdned varied between 5 *& 3 pouia of quicksilver to the ton. 


The £eetires responsibly for the loelizetion of the ore bodies 


cLd not bz tietez'mind	 the mine wee inaccessible, bit somà nfer 


ences may oe drsvn from icnowledge 01 the local geology and the 


distribution oi etopes as shown on the aceampenying mip, Siure 2. 
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to ore bøs rre ditt.ribited withoit definite pttert throngh a 


nortriy trending zone abcnzt 20u 1et wide. Thie doabtiee reficta 


5O1* sort 0± CtO. : S tricture, p cabiy tone ox dietr bated sh*szLng, 


trsnaerae to thc westcr1j rena o th zi shear zone. Litiin this 


north erl tX!endinf 1one:, the ore bodies } arre La irit *ndo orinta 


tion, bt the larger stopte U pitch sotheuterly. Bec&we of the 


highly sheared cherter of the ground, it it do'tttLt if the ore 


bodies are loceiisd b any sinrie ceethuoua fault, end it is l.Ucely 


thst they crots fron one oci sthzcttre to another. in ntny respects 


the depoeit of the Fiene 	 mino sz'e very &tdlr to those of the 


nearby, higtj productive Klau tine, iich 1sd large ore bodtsø 


4otztro1led by iflO2 ircturea tr$JaeYezse to th treAd of the aids 


sheai' zone. 


There sr, no knom ore reserves of nr kind in the uen* Vista 


ius, lthou4h olunabar is reported to have been Iounc in eavaral 


exploretOz7 drill hoJs. 


uding fz the proportion of ro bodies thus Lar tined along 


the atizzersltzed zone, it is inferred that additional ore bocis may 


be discovered do%r the dip and aion the strike of the zone4 The 


trianlaz' bioc to 1* eplored that La bounded by the propoeed shaft 


4V drUt (Ag. 2) is *bOLt the same size U the triangular bleak 


that ss mined. Li &t i U*	 that unexplored parts of the 


mineralized, zone contsin about the lame relative proportion of ore 


xid ,sste as the per'tz .ires4 mined, the inferred reserves are







S. 


&bOut th ari1 u th tot&1. ort prouced, or 2Z4 ,000 tone. It is 


epcted that zn new ore LO(iLCS d1sco rere4 woit1d be abo4tt the ss'te 


the Ote that was incw, or 6 pond per ton. 


) i• A?0J11(iN 


The *ppli 2t proposes to put doi'n s 1tX) 'foot shaft with a eoli&r 


at an Ititid• of 1,3!0 lest, ar4 to ALLov thL with 700 Ltet of 


oriitLng e*e ('8 feet below the 1..et level. e believe better 


exp1ratioi can be acopliehed at the ssn or 1s coat 1 and ie 


sze tr€t arei reached, by a th&tt located 100 teet lower n the 


14ce indicattc n iiitrs 2, toUoi.d by &)O feet oJ driLtin, and 


'0O feet o1 1iatond driiliag, r' e drift proposed by the sp1icant 


wou2ti t€st only fox' te contizt4.on of ore bodies that pitth soth 


eaetez'1y. The r'visec proposal *uid explore not only this 


ares t other areas und.r1yth the oló vorcings. Further adventgea 


less c	 rosc and 100 feet leu shaft are. nect by the proposed 


new site Lox' the shaft collar. 


The revised alternativs progr has been cisctssed with thi 


spplicaflt and ntcets with hi sprov*l. 


kn:	 O8TS 


The nitez',*te	 orstion	 ot:Ld	 a. nktz a new,



two c*parent (14'6" x 8'6 clear of Umber), vertical, 320 Loot 


shaft; prepsrg a j5jfl on 300400t leYel3 drivir X) feet of 


,.rift (5t z 7' oLar of th.ber), and &X) £t,t Of uerg. diarnond 


driliing. t req4red to cornplete 	 project k. a*ount to at 


lust 614 W*SC* or 16 onth. ietisted rate of sdvances	 aft 2



feet per dsy clriZts 14 reflt per day. 


U







.


	


S. 


1. U(OX4$t ContZtCt.$ 


(1) Gx'sdin' fo shatt iiita, sccess ro*d, 
stating vhtt snc cnstrtttion ot 
reinlorced eonret eoU*r, poiie' 
lin, tO an&tt site, btdtrsne aM 
hoist house . • . . .	 . . . 4	 . .	 •	 3,I0O.00 


(2) 'ore dtlUng 1ot. £z'or C. . 
huette esth*tte )Q feet di.enor4 


drL4Uing t Z6/toot	 x sise . . . . .	 ,6O0.QO 


b. LAbor 


Cons1ting engineer 
Sujerinteat	 600/io 
]. oistssn	 2/hr.	 .360/mo. 
1 toau	 1.75/r.	 3)/mo. 
!3 miners	 2/hr	 iObQJmo.



16 atmths st 


	


C. Oper*ting .*teri*l *ztd	 pltee 


Ttstbez *t ;:80/14 L20 
Lit' . wst.r pipe, 2000 Lest


1,000 
£riU steel	 bits ,00 


weter hose 1(0 
Fw*p coluam 500 
1ansr rods 300 
}owder fuse, csps	 csrbl4s ,700 


Miscellaneous eupliee & took 1,000 
11ooz.et12tgn.rss.1 00 
i1sh plates, bolts	 spikes 200 
1000	 eit 12..tnch ventileticrn ç44* 250 


d. 0pørting eqai*est
Jsed 


itifle hoist, single drwi,	 50 
horsepower motor, re.rtth1e 
dri controller with grids. $2,500 
Entilatioz blower : motor 4O0 


3aLety eros hesd	 . J400 
31nking buckets (2) 200 
Koiat cable . 5/ô inch pio 
steel E/lsi 200 


2 Jselth**nere, wet, linch 
1eZ ChUCk 900


4?,210 .00 


15,5)0.00 
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• 


d. Opersting quient ((ont.) 


• £tsti*fl pu with sotor 
*fl C*bI* 


	


4ine sre,	 inc 
2U c	 oQ 


l:ag.	 700 
inc isfety qLUp*t, iirst 
ia equet and breathing 


tieUsateou aine tools	 1UO
. b,700.00 


The optrstor owns eq4øent ithith ie velxes t $$,O0 ). Most. 


1 tMs	 peent	 be ot	 project, but eqtLtp' 


aent	 wpplies needec ire li*td. abate. 


a. Ixit4.sl rtabilitation and repairs 
(Li* ted above with I speeDt contracts) 


t. :ew U.dings 
(Listed above &itt	 ependent contr*ctaj 


g. lneurance, CA1, Thas, sno tate iJrnp1o. 
1S% of 2,2140	 J6336.O0 


Cost oE project 


*Mots* )CE the following suary on a mit cost basis. 


b&tt inking, 2comrtnent, 1' 6'r x B' 6 in deer, 
320 feet at Ui/t. 


£ riftin (new 300 level, e1ev • 9S0;,	 z 7' in clear, 
S00 Lest at iA9/ft.	 29,0.O0 


tore drilling, i site, frow dritt 


	


f reet et t6/ft.	 _________ 


Totel	 $79,&X) or 


pplicant's share 2%	 2ø,0O0 


1;overszaerit zthare 7	 E0,OOQ 


13







1	 S	 S 
.i'iiL	 iCT119 (. 


Total gi'o ezt of productton Lr the estited postb1e 


pot.action o 2)OO tone or ore oild s.pprorii&te J4, )OO broceii 


doim s ollowsz 


tzp1ortton costs 
tddito*si eploratoo s 


deve1opient coe ts r2/tO	 L(4000

oing 21OO tons 


1 4 .	 e.ts)	 336,000

I i'ncing 21,OOO tms t 3 
sintiisncs (2 years)	 5OO 


5I3,OOO







flat 
of the claim of 
Edward ahoney 


upon the 
Buena Vista quicksilver 11ne 


Salinas 1!inlng.District., SOL.O. County, Cal., 
containing 34-43/lob Acres. Scale	 10 che. to 1 jnc. 


T. 26 S., L 10 E., Mount Diablo I5eridian. Var. 1-1/2 E. 


Sec Cnr 


/'ostmn SAme C7^ 5VC! No.1


/ 


9 I	 Post in Stone tid 5 i'M. No.2 


Sec.33	 ,./ -	 S86Pf. 4.20 
•	 ,vJ7 


Posh, Stone Nd. ,	 Se . 34 
) HkMN0q	 0* ' 


*	 3	 Pos/1r7 


This is a tracing taken from Patents, Book G, Page 363. 



Patent Date: Oct. 22, 1874. 


Recorded in the General Land Office, Vol. i2, Pages 339 to 345. 


Recorded in San Luis Obispo, Feb. 6, 1901.
•	 .1 
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Fig. 1	 LOCATION MAP	 CALIFORNIA -
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