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Y M UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ~ Eomapproved o
. -+  DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMlNlSTRATION L

A

v

Not to be filled in by applicant

APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN
EXPLORATION PROJECT, PURSUANT TO Docket No. s 3.

Metal or Mineral .

DMEA ORDER 1, UNDER THE DEFENSE Date Received . April 25, 19554 2P~
PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED. Estimated Cost A2, 00

Participation (Government %) ...

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Name of applicant.—(a) State here your full legal name, in the form in which you will wish to contract, and your
mailing address: ..

. - uarl‘;}/ .Bienicl{7 nartnprq
e B e
(b) If other than an individual, add to your name above whéther a corporation, partnership, etc., and the name of the State

in which incorporated or otherwise organized.
(¢) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names and addresses of officers.
(d) If a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners.

2. General—Read DMEA Order 1, “Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects,” before completing this application.
Submit this application and all accompanying papers in quadruplicate (four copies), with your name and address on each
sheet of the application and on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required
information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number.
Comply with all ‘applicable instructions; or, if not applicable, so state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration
Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest field executive officer thereof.

3. Applicant’s property rights.—(a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all
land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and excluding any land or interest in land which is

not to be included in the exploration project contract .. ¥{QO nder mine No.,

(b) State any mine name by which the property is known,

(¢) State your interest in the land, whether oviner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or otherwise
egseces

(d) If you are not the owner, submit with this application a copy of the lease, contract, or other document under which
you control the property. .

(e) If you own the land, describe any liens or encumbrances on it

(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the description above, the book and page numbers for each recorded
location notice.

4. Physical description.—(a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being
conducted upon the land, including existing mine workings and production facilities. State your interest, if any, in such
operations. Also describe accessibility of mine workings for examination purposes.

(b) State past and current production, and ore reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades.

(c) Describe the geologic features of the property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, etc.), and your
reasons for wishing to explore Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, indicating on each
whether you require its return to you.

(d) State the facts with respect to the accessibility of the project: Access roads, distances to shipping, supply and resndence
points.

(e) State the availability of manpower, materials, supplies, equipment, water, and power. 16—66561-1,






(a) State the mineral or minerals for which you wish to explore
carome .

5. The exploration project.

(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if needed)
of any present mine workings, and the location of the proposed exploration work as related to such features as contacts,
veins, ore-bearing beds, etec. :

(¢) The work will start within ____________ days and be completed within ____________ . months from the date of an exploration
project contract.

(d) State the operating experience and background of the applicant with relation to the ability to carry out such explo-
ration project, and also that of the person or persons who will supervise the operations.

6. Estimate.of costs.—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you will have to use a separate sheet),
under the following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project:

(a) Independent comtracts.—(Note.—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write “none”
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work in subsequent
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot' of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard
of material moved, etc.). .

(b) Labor, supervision, consultants.—Include an itemized schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees
for necessary labor, supervision and engineering and geological consultants.

(¢) Operating materials and supplies. —Furnlsh an itemized list, including items of equipment costing less than $50 each,
and power, water and fuel.

(d) Operating equipment.—Furnish an itemized list of any operating equipment to be rented, purchased, or which is owned
and will be furnished by the Operator, with the estimated rental, purchase price, or suggested use-allowance based on present
value, as the case may be.

(e) Rehabilitation and repairs—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary initial rehabilitation or repairs
of existing buildings, installations, fixtures, and movable operating equipment, now owned by the Operator and which will be
devoted to the exploration project.

(f) New buildings, improvements, installations.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary buildings, fixed
improvements, or installations to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project..

(9) Miscellaneous.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not
including initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator’s equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmen’s compensation
and employers’ liability insurance, and payroll taxes.

(k) Contingencies.—Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated above.

Note.—No items of general overhead, corporate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or any

other indirect costs, or work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be included in the
estimate of costs.

7. (a) Are you prepared to furnish your share of the cost of the proposed project in accordance with the regulations on
Government participation (Sec. 7, DMEA No. 1)?

(b) How do you propose to furnish your share of the costs?

v 1 T
D Money B Use of equipment owned by you Other

Explain in detail on acompanying paper.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf and acting for
the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best
of his knowledge and belief.

Dated W 2 1954, , | . ,
“ gy e ABcinik

L4

(Applicant)

Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a willfully false statement or representation to any depart-
ment or agency of the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction.

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICK 16—66551-1





Apothc: party by the nume of Lernard uressler, has an intcrest in this
mlne ana the leuse reuds the seme as Wwith Ir., Luwn with the exception
of thu perccntuge paild which reuads the following with ir, Uressler;

V. As for the rentul oy royalty for s:id premis.s, the Lessec Qgrecs

to pay the Lessor threc una one-thira percent of the eTO0Ss receipts of
all ores recovercd and @olc from the claim culleq "wonder o, 1" _nd onc
“nd two thirds percent of all of the gross receipts fron «ll ore mined
and sold from the c¢luims known a: "Yonder .jo.'s 2 to M inclusive
Fayments of scic sums to be made Jien the Lesceu reciives ete., )

Beiorc lensing this mine to me « ny partner Art Lawn did $5000
dortn of development work on sume with his bulldozer, he uncovered and
gold $1200 worth of high grade chrome snich was in the onc kidney,
he looked for more but finally gave up the mine &nd leaseq it to us.,
Ly purtner and I sunk a 55 foot shaft and took out $1500 worth of high
grade ore as following 48¢% Cro, 10y :c¢o making it worth 119 (one nundred
nincteen dollars per ton), we et a premium for its low iron content.
To date we have 1280 man hours uvhderground mining and develov»ing,
040 open pit (mining « stri ping), we have speat out $3500,
developing uand exploration of the oroperty, $400 on new nmacninery
end eyuiprent wnd $1500 on usea plant wnd used eyuipment acguired
from others making a total of $540000 ($9400), also have « nice
cubi: built on proyerty, and are read; to resume mining if we cen get
the necessary finances, Ve would lik. to 8inz anothur fifty fect,at least .
und fecl sure with thic depth will hit the boay of chrome, in place :
of the usual stringer we Wave been following have three nice stringers
showing up now, and we beliee Jith $5000.00 loan from the govern ent
can sct up vperations a.ain titer our 3 months la -off due to rains
and winter weuther, « luck o. finances 1o continue,

There is a yeur aro.nd road to this mine wnd is close to the
stock pile at Crants @Ppass, around 85 miles. e have plenty of water,
mill site, power line goes ri.nt over us, but our lacking in money
to reconuition our eruipment, «nd need materials such as Diping
for water in order to drill, the drill, pump, and mining car .
We arc now using we borrowed from another miner cnd which he is now-.
asking us $300.00, < they are well worth the price., with the
present developrent could use another man to help us « the oing wage
for miners is $£.20 an hr.

1 have been intercsted .n riining for about 25 ears, but this is
my 11rst experieuce in chrore mining, but my purtner Howard lartin
hus worked ior o couple of years with one of the largest chrome mines
in our state ana is experienced in w1l phwuses of mining chrome, and
betore that worked in the gola mines to the south of us, so all he.
hat woine 1s mine anc he i. classca &s a Jo. 1l miner, -

w0pin to heor frorm you us s00m ws Qossible,

Sy W iy b, e G riehiel,
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‘ O | . ' . %:EPL REFERTO .
o ~ UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTER]OR S |
_ GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. o RECEIVED

4WAS.HlNGTO‘N‘ 25;D C. A | . ” | | : JUN 2 9 ‘955 .
w29, 1955
mx EA 3795 -
Bienfek & Martin
. Wonder Nine

Pel Norte Co., Caldf,
$5,000 - Chremite
Moy u.s.mm,mmmmmm
Promy s.:.m,a.s.mwm ' |
Subjeet s m«wﬂmmm , . L
| m:mammmmmmm
«mw
:muﬁmmwmmmu

- %, Belsn
NENelson:iml-
- @-6/29/55

| Copy to: Birector's read.ing h212 .
, lra.neh readixi‘, 212
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| _UNITED STATES . T
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR RECEIVED

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATlON ADMINISTRATION JUN 1 v 79
WASHINGTON 25,D.C. 55

, 1605‘Evans Avenue;
" Reno, Nevada

June 15, 1955_. S

Memorandum
CTe: Opezatmg Committee, DMEA, Interior Bmldmg o W%W\ P
:  Washington 25, D.C. ' R

. From: 'Executwe Offxcer, DMEA erld Team, Regmn II

Subject: Docket No. DMEA~3795 (Chrommm)
~© " Bienick and Martin T
Wonder Mine _ o
Del Norte County, Cahfornia, I .

“In response to your letter of May 13, 1955 we
are atea.chmg four copies of a report by J. D Warne and
H. K Stager on.above sub;ect property

The report recommends that application for
exploratxon assistance be denied. Roscoe Smith a.nd lare
in agreement with the recommendatmn

. : Sv.vv Ricker
Attach. s
_ SRick'er'ghv -
cc: R. M. Sm1th
F1le
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,a.rry i Bienick anﬁ Fowam. Martm
A" ondel Mine.
A;el *»zortz_ uounty, valxlomza
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3. D ‘fﬂ.arm, B BRI * £ Wi Stager

AT T

- Juge'14, 1






ey

“~~

,Propgrty and ownz.rsh&p

Intraductzon S
{JOHCIUSLOR;; and recommen&atmms ‘
Location, accessibility, lacal reGOur:..es
History and production-

Ue.velopment
General geclogy

Lre deposits
vampling

Cré reserves

Propo .ed: explorat;on

B R S IRy VR

quu *zT:iATLG‘\?‘*

iug 1. - Locauon map

F 1g 2.~ (.xeologn. sketch map oi the Wonder mne -

uel i\mrte L,ounty, C‘alzf;.rma.
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arry L Bnenu.le and xloward Iﬁfartan, 411 Butte &,,treéf;' 'Cres"-'-"’ '4 -’:; e T

;L.,nt (Zu:y, Lahforma applaed for Go\*ernment assmtam:e m a’ $5, ut'
‘ 'program under the Defenac M merals ..‘xploranon Adm;mstratzon, doca».et‘ : _'

‘:mmber 37‘;.3, to explore for thromxum at the' mnder mme, Del I\[orte 4-

. County, Gahforma ‘he appl‘cantsz wzsh to explorc a chromxte hor*'zon |

o in pendotxte by smkmg an add:tzonal ”O ,teet af shaft from the ‘bottﬁm of
' ‘an emstmg -G foot mchmu ,eha..;t._ S
A fs,eld e"{ammata.cm wa.s requested by thc (.,pﬂratmg Commxttee, L

R *-and was made by J‘ & \¥arne of the B.:.rea,u of Mmeo and ;,I K 6tager o

= of the Geologzcal Survey on Aprﬂ 12 1“55 ac‘_ompamed by Iv;r. F o‘warg f

o L#artm, one oi the apphcantg

ﬁ.s no map., or: apsay,, were a&a;lable the exammers mapped and LA

uamnpled the surfabe and unuergrouna exposures

'I‘he property waq al:so exammed m 1 3 umcter dcrk‘,t &umber SR e

g UMEA 3016 for nlc nl aml the loan aem-e&
' 'C(.’\K‘ LUaK.‘\b &‘\43’3 1{ ...(“ OMIV* LNZ)A IL S
| Th‘e g.hrom:ste depo.sxt; at the b ondcr ming ucmszsts' §£ smali“
g erra;:m’ally—apa\_e& pods of chromxte m pérx&ot‘te The r=su1ta oi the
L jexammatmn mdiuate that thern_ is httle probabzhty of :immng mxnabie

' ,bodws of chromxte thh the praposed pmgram. : |






i?ast éxplt;z;au;n has con;xsteé of s;zrfécu stmppmg i)y bnllaozer;l
L A_.the smxmg of a .:6 foot mchred shaft, and the arwmg of abou 27 wct
- _'. of drzft. » The surfan.e'stnﬁpmg, mvoivmg the fhovmg of oew:ral tno;mana »
yards of matenal a.t 2 uost of about $.,. GOU | ylelded a total oz abou& IZ |
"".tcns of e,,hromste ore The shaft and druft wom prodm.ed only 1‘.} tcms
‘:of -ore “The chromate pods that C’Oﬂutltute the targ»t oi th&, exploratmn
_a.re so s;mall and errat‘tany dmtrz.buted that the a,,ost of any type of >
N Iv uurface or sub-burfa.s»e exploratmn 1.3 ahﬁost wrtam‘w'exceea mm value ;
of ore iouml | | | o | |
‘I‘he mferred x,;ese;r ves Qf chr#xﬁzte‘ uo not JLSLf;’ thé. prs:posed
- 'pi‘og'ram It 1.;:, recommendea. that Gc«ernment a.sszetam,e under &he
) ﬁMHA program be cuc.me& | | A - | |
LQCA’II(A\;, ACCASJIBILITY LQL,AH : SCURCM:: o ':
'l‘he WOnder mme is m secs kX and 6 i'? I‘w s R 3 ; ,Hum-

boldt B and M ) D el r\orte Gounty, Lahforma (fl,g l) 11; is reached

; -'£rom Cres;ent City, uahf. by U Ihghway l“ja dmtam,e of 26 mdca .' ', o

e to Patr:ck Creek wdge. . ¥ rom Patnck bree}: Lodge, a I‘orest aer w..e L

) 'road follows Patr-x..lf Qree 3. 2 mﬂ;cb northwar\z to x Is.. l-atr‘w: C‘-ree";.:-?_ B o

’ wta.ticm._ ¥ rom thxs pmnt, pteep mountam roa.d, whxch follows th\,

rrginai stage coac,h tra:.l leads 3 & srmles s:outhwesbwaru to thc mme





.

Labbr, : tlmber, suﬁp hes, . am‘l equapment a:e obtaméd from the
| . surrouﬁdmg area or Cresz..ent blty, Calu. an& ura.nts Isass; (.,re ,' B :I' g
.:whx‘,h are respectwely 33 and 87 rmleb dzstant ‘"’he Cah,formad,regonu‘ :
o g 'Power Go. s mam transmzsazon lme to Cresuent C:’cy c;bsse tl}e mme
property S o _ v _ y
| mﬁcm AND pncnuc'rxm
Tﬁe gréup of s*x unpatented 'i"onder x.lazms v}ereiérzgmﬁuy Rt
o 1ocated durmg World “‘J,a.r I A *l—foot vertual prospect shaxt wa :., 5
aunk cm the Wonder No I claim about 1918 bat no produbntm waa.;:;'? -
-A'made. The cl.aima werz relwated by a Mr Tom Crbnin m ho*rember‘ )

lbl Bulldczer °tr1pp1ng operatit:\ns in- the Wcmity oi' the shafr pro— . '

L &uced 10 tcna of chrome ore- durmg 3“b¢~1932 A new mdmcq shaft

'.located about 80 :eet northeast of the verubal *«baft wa,a beg’un in-
May 1954 and smkmg is .:;tlu. in progress.‘ About 1 tons of fchrome —
e ore. has been produced to date from th.as work t |
| e *”RCPLRTY‘ AND um""%mz« s
.Th‘e property consistf‘ of sxx unpatenteﬂ cla.xms -w énﬁer Nos‘ 2
. .:,l to ,: mcluswe IOuated m sec 5, 1! N , .E. 3 lu. 2 and Wonder }?w.‘_‘ox
‘locatea in sec. 6 T 17 N g, , Humbozéa za & M . Bocm 13
;': »pages 245 ZJG Del Norte County, Cahf They are Jozntly ovmec} by}

' Tom Cromn and Bwrna.rd Bressier of Crescent Czty an& Arthur .uawn R

- ‘of bmxth R;ver, Calzf The clamms are u,nder Iease to the applh.a;nt: .
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5 Iiarry bmmck and Howard Mar*m, 411 Butte tr°ct, Cre%ent ﬂ;ty,
- mm
The mme is opﬂrated 1ntermattent1y by aoward M arti'n;,- lwhc‘:a' is é,x{
.gxperignced mine_r,. Ha_,rry Exemcl; haa ha& no prevmuu mmmg expcr-'
ience: SRR
.JV L(,PN ’I;WI
_surEace facxhtlw x.onszst oﬁ a 1ow headiram and' é. 'C‘:’_rﬁ?ié. hois’t_
o gha.m\ ovcr the s.ollar G{ the mclmed -sha&t The «:ollowmg equa.pm 3nt
ig vb'eing used:
’ i ', Cém‘j)'x"‘eaabr, 10 ‘A'*"c‘:;‘im,‘ moﬁhfceé on a g
.. 1547 2-ton Dodge truek '
1 Iv’macar.
1" Jackhammer | . o
‘1 Iloist wlmllass, sman home-—made o
ihe,' by 6 mot, 2 compartment shait av erages 4@ degre“f’ ,

L mclmatzon northeaatward however, the slope ig n-regular as the arame

, mmerahzat on Wa» iollowed aownwa.rd “‘he 1enﬁth of thm ,hafi i-s :@

(3

ot TA amgle drut level extends I{ ieet a«stwarci and }.(3 ineﬁ Weﬂtwaru at the ,

- : 25 foot lcvel (ﬁg 2} A vertuval, ma.cceu.sablb "aaft reported to be abw.t
| feet decp 1 loccttec} G0 J:eet to the outhweat :md an ad J' . mt.: “l».éa. w ;:.:
‘, t&q ;;-‘é.ia,fi ha::éﬁ‘b on g,tr ppa_.,x oy b‘ﬂl,‘igng - |

S ,G SNSRAL GL& GY'

3

Th he rock xpo ed 73,' .ae J'Clnl’ﬁy 0§ !..L‘i" m..ne 53 z,m “'ly pe“ﬁx @t ¢C4.'.

. that has. bnen exten&uvely f‘erpemmazed and ic (,e-bply w«.,athere:l. ii: A.






: "about I mde from t’ze eastern edge of a 10 rmlo *w*&e north t'fcmiy

g .,belt of ultrabac;m roclz t*xat in bounaegl on the east by t’ae Gallbe :.Ql‘ﬂ:a*” L

twn ’»f Jurasslc age and on. t;xe wef‘t by branu can type rnul’;s o£ prbbabl;f'

Creta.ceous: age._ LT

Q«Ru D PQ:IT‘:

’Ihe c}qromtte bodle7 are a_n:all wregularb ped.s ‘ana 1 .ﬁ?ea cgfx- "
'tammg from a few pounds to m,wral tcm of ore La.x.h | .A zone of thelﬂe“ .
: pods and 1enses trends about ‘E 1'&) " and dxpr, a‘bs;«ut 4.;" "J The

"large;t pod mmed.wa, about 5 feet m’dmmeter ana avex-'a.ged 4c pen ie'n;:;

Chro;mtg, tne only ore, mmeml prebent, ':n.t.,urs as mascaue pou

au.i lenses of dmssemmateﬁ gram~ in uum'ce ann pm' f*otitﬁ_.‘ ~';Qang1;e, m_iz'x- .

' v';ral ar_e‘ ,ahvme, ~magnetite; and‘ serpentinc;.'
A lz.ght green mmeral presumably a. hy;.rou.a mc; el mmeral

‘ «Vorms a t‘nn coatmg on fractare surmweg m thc pendf;nte near the

;) ,enter of the Woader I\o. 1 cla.;m.‘ ‘mna m neral onst..tuted the bas,a R

"r-

for the earLer QM ,_.& apphuatmn for a si'stanme 'm’ a nickel”;expisratii:n‘ -

o roﬁect. gam 1'H ta wen. duran thxs raarlze* cxammnation conta&ned fro
P J ?

5. 8? to {: 3 percent n. cltel an ammmt not unﬁommcn m the ultrabasu LT

7 ﬁj.:ack < oi‘ northern L.ahforma.
Total cnramite pruductzon xrom trte Qnder mm{, P 2; ton% oi‘

: “‘re contammg an average of tb pers.,ent ( r2~ 3 and 1"" peruhnt aeL





, maufm (see hg 2)
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’I‘he followmg samples were tal en m conne;taon W th th~s exam~ o

CNo. am-z\,j %,Fe . - Description . - . .-

S 100 0 38,26 1040 Speiimen of highest grade t'ﬁréme
L . ST _\'m.nerahzatwn at face of mclmea
K wha-ft : pw& C:’OJ' W\A“"t

2 52 52 RERE S N E.C -,’,C}rab samplv of about 1 ton stoc.ﬂ,
: © o pile of sorted rhrome ore at vollar
o of .,ha.ft ' el :

©o28 020 8.48 . Grab sampl of about : toRy of mm
ST 1;] ore sto:._l.pdud at collar of snaﬁ L

o ;ciR'E:.R mv,,‘: .

. lenses m the bottr)m of the mclaned shaft and in t‘he faue of th« ea,mt dnft, R

there are no maasured or mdxcated OI'P reservcs d.t the w onder mme

I'nfe_rr'ed .refs'erves; may total a few.“den:f "c tonm in sman pod of masswe

:chrom *te and connentrahons of dmsemmate& ore erratzcally dmtr;butc& in ’

e ) the perxdoute of the # tmder clazms

: : ‘PRUPC r.?D L)’PLJOY{A'J‘IC f\x '

shaft a dmtam:e of ;b feet at a total cost of .:p 3, 000 Ou "‘hey mtend to
contmue fnllowmg the chrom:te mmerahzeu zone regaruleﬁzs- af the :,ar- T

ious mchnatzons reqmred in cirwmg the snaft

'I‘he applmatmn us mcompl te, and the proposed Wbrn 15 poorly

e planned and concewed by the apphr:ants

Except fcr a few pounds of. rhromxte exXpO: ed as gmall pod% a.zm R

Ihe apphcants propose o further smk th:, W onder No.- 1 mchned 1_
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8lmo cerries mowe high grade shrome.

" ¥p, A. D, Lewn

' 3th and L Streets ‘
Creacent cxty,'cllitarnxa,_

Dear Mp. Lawn:

. This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of April 6, -
1958, aaking bow %o apply for =id for exploration of your 120 -
aores of property, some of which we note assays 1% nickel and

_ The United States Government grants assistamce to individ-
uslis, corporstions, or other legal antities for the exploration

of strategle minerals within the United Gtstes, its teyritories =

or possessions, on & participeting basiw, under the rules snd :
reguistions set forth in the sattached DMEA Owder-1, Amended, .

‘Certain sestions of the order are expiained more fully in the

"Questions & Apcutrs“'betkloshinc1u§c4:hﬁﬁqvith;,u_ o -
~ In the case of suthorized nickel projects, the Government .

- will perticipate in the approved exploration sosts to the extent -

of 75 percent, the money to be repaid from income on future pro- -
duction. PFor chrone projects tha;corgq:pondin¢~rigure is 50 percent.

If you wish to participate in the Exploration Progranm of
the Defengse Minerals Explorstion Administration, you should com-
plete in detail snd submit 30 us four of the amelosed coples of - -
Porw MP-103. In the event that your new applliostion covers any of
the claims included in your mpplication of April 20, 1953 (our .
Dosket No. DMEA-3016-Mickel), please so state, S

In sédition to your 1nqn1r;'aéha¢rn1ng exploration aid,

your lstter states that you wrote to us at the suggestion of .

Genaral Services Administration, Emergency Procurement Service,

in order to obtain information as to whether there is & gusranteed
market for niclktel and copper in the event youm wers to produce these
commodlities. Your letter does not siate whether your inquiry was
to the Washington office or to 3 field office of Qeneral Services

 Administration. It is not a function of DMEA to report an market- .

ec:

ing situstions concerning mimerals. If there is any agency rfamiliar
with this matter, it might be the Washington office of GSA. ‘There-

~ fore, we sare writing & lelter in your behalf to the QSA.
. Mails & Files =~~~ . Sincerely yours,

- S Code %00 . R : C. 0. Mitteudort

Adm. Read. File

- EPS, @GSA

"

J’Reg. 3 Administrator
Enelosures : B o o

| WSMartin/ls :4/19/54 - - |






COPY . 4 '9th & L Streets
' Crescent City, California

April 6, 1954

Defense Minerals Exploration Adninistration™
washington, Do Co :

Gentlemen:

We have just received a letter from the General Services Administration,
Emergency Procurement Service in reply to our letter inquiring as to
whether there would be a market for Nickel or Copper from the small mines,

and if so at what price per. pound,

They suggested ve contact your office in the hope of getting the infor-
mation we desire, .

It is our understanding that your'office assists owners of mining
properties in exploring their mines,

We have 120 acres of property, some of which assays 1% Nickel, also
carries some high grade Vhrome.

We would like to have the gound drilled for exploration purposes to see
if the ore will come up to Commercial Standards, if so what are the
possibilities of obtaining an exploration loan.

We are quite anxious to find out if there is a Guaranteed market for
Nickel from the Government. '

Yours very truly,

/s/ A. D, Lawn

A, D, Lawn






. e® o
COPYX ‘ 91511.& L Street :
Crescent City, Californi

April 6, 1954

Defense Minerals Exploration Adninistration
Washington, D: C.

Gentlement

We have just received a letter from the General Services Administration,
Emergency Procurement Service in reply to our letter inquiring as to :
whether there would be a market for Nickel or Copper from the emall mines,
and if so at what price per. pound,

-. .. They suggested we contact your office in the hope of getting the infor-
mation we desire,

It is our understanding that your office assists owners of mining
properties in exploring their mines,

We have 120 acres of property, some of which assays 1% Nickel, also
carries some high grade Uhrome.

We would like to have the gound drilled for exploration purposes to see
if the ore will come up to Commercial Standards, if so what are the
possibilities of obtaining an explaration loan.

We are quite anxiocus to find out if there is a Guaranteed market for
Nickel from the Government.

Yours very truly,

/E/ A, Do Lam
A, D, Lawn
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:amumn mtp: of your uswé,ai o
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sddressed to wa by Wr, A. B. Pth and L Streets,
Croseent city, californis. Teuwr ietter Lo s whs written

¥ith respact to 8 sammmication you received from Np.iswn's

Z;rmr, muu mu, 41 ihttt imot,: ensemu
; W‘ - .

m&ﬁtmmmwuﬁm“hﬁ.mnm _
£1 13.  Ou that seme dats we referred Als letter %o -

:l‘": Irving Subel, Acting Bireoter, Matarials Uivision, .

ﬁnw Presuromeat Servise, Ouneral 3evvices Acministre- o

tion, Kashingtow 8%, D, C., for fwrther sttention with
respect te certals gwestions ssked ue by ¥r. Lown which

‘are 5ot related to Defense Minersis Explerasion Ama:.sm?ll_f L

uou tmum mn at bca:h uttm are snclosed.

It ue nm:u m turm serrespendence [rom |

Re, M«mmmn, 1t e, of coures, be sives B

pmt ttmuet;j' . I
R smul: :m,

" G.O.Mittendort

Enclosures L BT

MAILS & PILES

CQDE #00 -

“ADM. READ., PXLE-

PIELD YEAN, RRG, 1IX
IRVING GGNBEL, mmma n:w., m-s,

usuartm/u 4/41/54

W are ph&né to tell you that we sene m:w--; SR






' - UNITED STATES .
DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTERlOR B PS I
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION Py e
‘ WASHINGTON 25, D. C. : sende Sl

1812 Flood sullcing
70 larket Jtreet -
Lan é‘m’m‘.sco 2 wal..ie

”kﬁ"uﬁt 27: 1:" 3

- e ; oy . 2 » Ten

ire Dolart Pu Appel . e uom.& frer r.-».,C):Lz ("*ﬁ.ckal)
Atlorne, ';z‘ Taw : - Laun, Lresclec . (xonin
225 U Gtraet ' o Londer Line

{ragcent City, Dalilarnia Tel tiorte a.,mm‘t,,, Talilornia
Lear iy« Anpels

In raply to gour letter, dated Aug st 2 2liy askine for i ,
asgays wo ohinincd when oxaaining the Yonder rdne, I au sorry to have -
to 1e1} won ¢hat wo are not at lilerty to eglve thaen to you, - § will -

- B8, hwma s that the nicke) content of all gannlas was wo low to
clags the rock as acmmica‘!.l; ainatle. The sacples were m‘t ﬁ.‘af}k”’ﬂtﬁ
*“av colalte - L ‘

it 13 not t.o nickel eontant alona that v&ater ines w’:; L:‘zer
srogesty i worthy of an exsloration loan. There ara other ‘}mu
‘ tm. toue ato thae picturs qigo, ouch as thoe reolsry of tn den J.t,
extent ol sinerallization, tyon of orsy s 60 forthe 00 tha caac, oL
the & onter [ine, deninl was based on the eenrlusion that ¢ w o i TR
Liiity of cmcﬂmiﬁ” Ginable arc reserves was not m:,:?ﬁc Ltont 3‘* ;'.:.,1',, Anw
1o Sugtify Sovompent particication, - -

Sinceraly yonps,

H, C. MILLER
ré» i fﬁmﬁl" o
‘ umt:u%w; Cfficer -
ik Dlel¢ Teany Recion iy -

Copy tes D.kfL, Washing ton, Ds G,
‘e E. * uc‘.&l‘\" Fy !}d&, w0
.J. “4; JO‘* Noo; 1, ;&n@
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR e
DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION -

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

} . . .« e
¢ “ . ’ ,I % ://) 5
) 4 %4 \\\ \
a

0ffice of _ : 1012 F¥lood Building
Executive Officer 870 Markst Strest
DMEA Field Team . San Franoisco 2, Calif,
Reglon III '
July 10, 1953
3
Nemorandum’ W M}
Tot &Orge c. Selfr idge, 0133’.1“.3’a q’er‘t«i‘g m.tue,

 DMEA, Interior Bwilding, Washington 25, D. C.
Froms Executive Officer, DMEA Field Team, Regiom III

Subjects Docket DMEA {Mickel)
. Arthar Lewn, Dressler and Yom Cronin
Wonder Kine, Del Norte Coumty, California

Beference is made to the lstter dated May 15, 1953, from
W, 8, Martin, acting Chairman, Operating Committee, recuesting a
field examination of the Wonder Mine,

. . s~

Attached are four copies of a report sntitled *DMEA-3016 -/
wonder Mine, Wickel, Del Norte County, Californis,® by W. P, Irwin ! .
and D, B. Tatlock, Geologists, U. S, Geological Survey, dated AR
July 8, 1953. et :

The field exainatian and four aseays of samples indicate -
the serpentine masses on the property contain only ss much nickel
as is normally found in serpentins maszses throughout the state,
It is recommended that the application be denied,

H. G MILLER N

g. Co Niller

Executive Officer

DMEA Field Team, Reglon III
Attachments

Copy tos E, H, Batley, US0S .
A. C, dJohnson, Eeno { With copyotrepm)
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DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

REPORT OF EXAMINATION BY FIELD TEAM
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DMEA 3016 - Wonder Mine, Nickel

Del Norte County, California

: We Pe Irwin
U. S. Geological Survey

D. B. Tatlock
Ue. S. Geological Survey

July 8, 1953.






Introduction

The Wonder mine in Del Norte County, California, was examined
on May 31, 1953, by W. P. Irwin, G. W. Walker, and D. B. Tatlock
of the Geological Survey, and because the examination was included
with a more extensive trip to other localities, Mr. Salem Rice,
of the California Division of Mines, accompanied the Survey geolo-
gistse The oimers of the Wonder mine had applied to DMEA for
‘Government participation in a $48,020.00 exploration program, and
the examination was pointed toward determining the feasibility of
further exploring the property for nickel. The owners of the prop-
erty are Arthur Lawn, Bernard Dressler, and Tom Cronin, of Crescent
City, California.

Location

The property is in secs. 5 and 6, Te 17 Ney R. 3 E., Humboldt
B. and M., Del Norte County, Califomia. It is readily accessible
by road from Patrick Creek Lodge, which. is on U. S. Highway 199
sbout 26 miles east of Crescent City on the road leading to Grants
Pass, Oregon. To reach.it from Patrick Creek Lodge, first travel
Ly miles northward on a Forest Service road to 0ld Patrick Creek
Station and there cross to the west side of Patrick Creek. On the
west side of the creek, tum left and travel southwesterly about
3 miles. The property is along the west side of the road at an alti-
tude of about 2,000 feet between Elevenmile and Twelvemile Creeke.

Workings

. The principal excavation on the property is a vertical shaft,
about 50 feet deep, reported to have been dug during World War I,
probably in search of chromite. The shaft was not entered during
the examination, as the ladder and timbering is in dangerous condi-
tion. Viewed from the collar, the entire shaft appeared to be
laggeds In the vicinity of the shaft the overburden has been stripped
by bulldozer over an area about 100 feet by 150 feet. The only
structure on the property is a small headframe over the shaft.

Geology

The workings are on a small, gently sloping bench in an other-
wise steep and deeply entrenched terrain. The bedrock that underlies
the bench is dark reddish brown and deeply weathered in contrast
to the nearly fresh bedrock exposed on the steeper slopes. Ouing
to its anomalous topographic form and the intensely weathered rock,
the bench is belleved to be an o0ld surface of erosione

1.





" N 7

The only rock seen near the workings is peridotite that has been
altered extensively to serpentine. A light green mineral, presumably
a hydrous nickel mineral, forms a thin coating on a few of the rock
surfaces. This mineral is fairly abundant at only one place over an
area of about 25 square feet, but, even there, probably constitutes

less than one percent of the rock. The rock on the dump from the shaft

is nearly devoid of the light green mineral. Several thin lenses of
chromite were seen in the peridotite, but these are much too small
and widely spaced to be of economic valuee ‘

Sampling

Many samples of the altered peridotite have been assayed, accord-
ing to the applicant, and all have contained nickele A list of six
assay results shown in the application range from 0.70 to 1.0 percen
nickel. :

Four samples were teken during. the examination. Sample noe 1
is of fairly fresh "slickentite" serpentine about 50 feet S. 80° E.
of the shaft. Sample no. 2 is a composite of chips from numerous
blocks of fine-grain serpentinized peridotite on the dump from the
shaft. Sample no. 3 is a composite of the dark-reddish soil frém
five localities in the bulldozer cuts. Sample no. L4 is of the deeply
weathered peridotite north of the shaft. The assay results are
tabulated belowe

{‘ﬂle no. % nickel \

1 Fresh slickentite | 0.25
2 Composite of serpentine on ‘
the shaft dump ) . 0630 o
3 Composite of dark reddish
soil derived from serpentine 0.07
L, Deeply weathered peridotite 0.21
Conclusiohs

The nickel content of the rocks at the Wonder mine is the same
as that of most of the serpentine in California, and the assays are
strictly comparable to assays of serpentine from the Burke nickel
deposit (DMEA-2671). Since the nickel content is not abnomal, the
granting of a loan to further explore the deposit would estzblish a
precedent under which every one of the hundreds of serpentine masses
in Califomia would warrant similar exploratione

Recommend ation

It is recommended that the applicant's request for a DMEA loan
be de’g,;e,do

24
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JAA rleld leam, .egion III o
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. Rer Docket ko DA 3016 - Hickel -
' Arthar loam, semard ressler

ear Br. Hillers

 eference is rade to tim subject spslication fov exe
Ploration essigstance wiich is being referred to Jour office for
mmdpomblyafﬁaldﬁmmm.- E R
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Zel Norte County, Califomia ' B
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Crascent Tlty, Jalif.

| - Under srticle i - shysical oseription of the supject
applicatdony it is noted that the sppliconts meke the foliowdng
statercrts o W bost of owr knowledge, there are severel :ullion . }
tons of nlckeliforovus ore in 8 body in an alteros periodotite, alse,
that nickel has boon towid where sasples imve been taken. There s
attacied to the gpolication a certificate of anelysis of aix sou log
by the Grents cass vhrove Compeny that siow nickel values ransiag
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of a ferro-mickel alioy. . ‘ - g S

Uiy preject i apyroximately 200 miles south of Kelwl

Hountain add apparently mickel ocours in the mineral garmierite in
each inotance. - AL idekel Mdountadn 1t hes been Jound that the nickel
iz so wrapped W in the wineral molecule Wat it resists ali attepts
- 8t concentration ad can be recovered as & saleable product only in the
form of ferro-niciel alloye. - - : SRR
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It was lsarned thyough contact with officials of DiiA
that 4t 1s tvus that the serpentine belt in the Coasy Rango of T
forthern Celifornis frequently will show sn apprecisble nickel con-
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to those reported in the cited appliceticn sre common, ~However, it

nay be qrestionabls that a largs body of scmmercial nickelfercus ore
will bo found in tie vieinity of the spplicsnts' pwoperty. -

 sttached are some randon notes on the Ugine Frocess thet
#1111 be orployed by the Hanna NMickel Smelting Cospany at Nickel MHowntain
. SIGNED: W.S. MARTIN .
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Iron and Ferro-Alloys Division

- Mtachwnt

JHopkinssfoc

 cer Tocket
Code 1100






il ool FCRE

’"mmcmmw@mmwmwmemu

taaimrotwmmmmmmuawmmatMtWG -

© at which 1t loses most of its vater of hydration, Heated ore ism come -
“ weyed Ty skiyu to rw:wmammmammmw,
‘Mthesaztwsrmminwﬁmfmmméam VR

" In tho Ugine: Procoss the electris furnaces are onploynd

: nhlyfwmwmermlﬁngﬁw umandmtrormmmmnf"j;
. of the ferrowdckel inside the furnaces, av is the case in the ilbany

Procoss. In the Ugine Proceas all the rcactions vesulting in the
production of ferro-nickel take place outside of the mltmy furnace
g mder closezs eontmmd conditions. . -

At rerular intorvals of tine, say 1 w, a pmdetemd o “

‘--'mmmltworeiapomdmatbe furngce into a rpecial |
reaction vossel, i prodetermined sroumt of the reducing aent is

sdded to the vessel and afier the reactim 1s mmp]eteé two pmacw' L

. ave mades . } ’
| 1o & bla,g witicl is {x:urm into & nh{,‘
:md taken to & dump, and o '

~2.' arrca—n..c&ei wiﬁ.eh, mcwdim, o t.'nc CXe |

- perduents conductod to datey ecuntaing 34
to s niclwl, the balance being, iron.

' S m; ferro-nickel is zrmx‘amd s man mmung
' mminmmmua@wmmewmma
conventional wannere ihe dephosphorized metsl is then poured iafo
- & Jsdle wilch containg o snall aiount of gpeedally proparod e
mlphurizing flux. This cosprises about % of ihe woight of the
f;;m—nick@l am m'tsists of qmroximata‘h wua:!. amam.s of bc'r.x“:zte ‘
: 151! - :

- Mmrﬂwfirstpomimmmmmot%mdlem
poured apain into another ladle to ingure better mixing and the
,Annadammmdrwznﬁnnpmmummm~ '
& oasbting machine, Dased en the sork done s far, mmw;i

. expects to obtrin an over-all plant recovery of ot Jess than 38%

- of niolxl coutained in the ore, The Harma Company prepared i’oa
,m estimates msad on & wer-m 85‘?: plant ‘rocovery." "





o mmmmmmmumm
Cnladam,am. Tmmllmdngmcmpaﬁdmmemd: o

e,,a,:»m__m STERIOE mAL S35 OF amox & B cmm
R 7 X S - T
a0, s ade
Fgoy Sl 13.1;8)_
.cao.,, e o m
@ omo L mao
'_zr.aa’g. wose M B0

| FURGO-WICKEL PMOLULT

i BB 53 I
L‘ fc&xlﬁ 5 ui&‘!l 0"

:iscardar‘ sla;;a ‘.lé to .2% hiﬁf o )





: Mﬁwﬁm

- ce 1ot

S yyL-viess

Wondey Mime
Mmm,m.stm

mmummmmmmmm
mnﬁbx‘m:ﬂ

- Mm, ‘

: Twm:foc AN L . C

. 7=1-55 t‘/ L S G 0. Mlttendor! S
Code hOO - " ““"ﬁm ‘,,.‘ ‘

Adm, Rud. File* R S anuns :

FT, REG. II L

._-Husrs. Katlin, USBM S
Kiilsgaard, USGS -

mr Dockes ¥, THEL 3795 - Chwomim






. ® 100

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

July 1, 1955
MEMORANDUM
Tos Administrator, DMEA
Froms Iron and Ferro-Alloys Division, DMEA

Subject: Denial of application for exploration assistance to

the amount of $5,000,00

Docket Noe DMEA 3795 = Chromium
Harry L. Bienick and Howard Martin
Wonder Mine

Del Norte County, California

Denial of the subject application is recommended by this

Division and is based on the following informations

l. The applicants, Harry L. Bienick and Howard Martin,
111 Butte Street, Crescent City, California, requested exploration
assistance to the amount of $$5,000,00 for sinking the existing
shaft an additional 50 feet and drifting on the mineralized
structure,

2¢ The property consists of five unpatented lode mining
claims, as follows:

Wonder 1 to 5 inclusive, recorded in Book No. 13,
pages 21i5-250 at Crescent City, Del Norte County, California,
Se_ctions S and 6, Te 17’ No’ Re 3, E. Humboldt a.ng.élgridiano

3¢ A lease, dated May 15, 1954, was issued to Harry L.
Bienick by Art Lawn, the owner of the property., Harry L. Bienick,
the lessee, formed a partnership with Howard Martin.

Le The rocks exposed in this area are peridotite: and
dunite, The chromium mineral chromite occurs in pods and lenses
along fracture zones, ‘

5« Development work consists of bulldozer trenching and
stripping and a 50 foot inclined shaft with 27 feet of drifting.

6o About 25 tons of chromite ore assaying L8 percent Cro0
has been produced from the property. Hydrous nickel mineral stains
are found along the fracture zones.





7. In 1953 this same property was presented as a nickel
prospect, Docket No, DMEA 3016, but the application was denied,

8. The Field Team has now concluded that there is little

possibility of developing any chrome ore bodies of strategic im-
portance, .

9¢ The Field Team recommends denial of the application
and the Commodity Divisions of the Geological Survey and the
Bureau of Mines concur in the recommsndation.

We So Martin, Chief .
Iron and Ferro-Alloys Division






el of the ewblect aplisetise fs md by um

| .‘ | B&ﬂm md 43 based oa the ‘following infermation:

e W.mz.mmmm

PRI .';m Butte m, Cresoent City, Celiferutis, Maﬂmﬁm
T eseistemce to the smewss of mmmrmmmu o
e *Muwmxmmmmmw

' z. mmmaxmmmmm

omder 140 § mm, rocorded 1 Boak Mo m,, AR
M 25-250 % Crascont City, Dal Norte Cownty, ksautm, RN

ms:-aa, !. m I.,R. 3, !.

h. mmmmmmm peridotm;e ud

am.m. The mmmﬁomummm

Laatt

S. nm mﬂmudmmtmmd

s et tng snd 8 | mz inslined ehaft with 27 feet of drifting.

-7 Mﬁm&f Mﬁo
e anm M%&

m besn precduced frem the pw ﬁmhm uwm:l
,;,;_m tmﬂ um the fracture scmes






- TLGmpman-foc :
L e=leB5
; ¢c tc- Docket v

D . T . PR f
. - - LT A T B
N : . : PR
b \
«

P mawawn
= ;___pmpm, Docm Yoo m

aq_ Tb!‘hldmm

w tm tam u:tm:.

. Code" 1,00

adm, Read.'mé R






Do oot
. . IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR G tost 190
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY . RECEIVED
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. JUN 2 9 i@‘ﬁs

June 29, 1955

Re: DMEA 3795
Bienick & Martin-
Wonder Mine
Del Norte Co., Calif.
$5,000 - Chromite

Wé%}

Memorandum
To: W. S. Martin, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration
From: N. E. Nelson, U. S. Geological Survey

Subject: Review of Field Team reporf

The conclusions of the Field Team fit the production record
of this prospect.

I concur with the recommendation that the application be

N. E. Nelson

denied.
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR RE’CEIVED
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION JU
_ WASHINGTON 25, D.C. Niv 1955

1665 Evans Avenue
Reno, Nevada

June 15, 1955
Memorandum®

To: Operating Committee, DMEA, Interior Building Wﬂﬂ
Washington 25, D.C.

From: Executive Officer, DMEA Field Team, Region II

Subject: Docket No. DMEA-3795 (Chromium)
' Bienick and Martin
Wonder Mine
Del Norte County, California

In response to your letter of May 13, 1955, we
are attaching four copies of a report by J. D. Warne and
H. K. Stager on above subject property.

The report recommends that application for
exploration assistance be denied. Roscoe Smith and I are
in agreement with the recommendation.

Attach. )

Revi ewveqd
5 viey by
DMEA OPEZLATII\IG COoMMT ITEE

é—;’o-gé\—

~ (date) ==






UNITED STATES RECEIVED

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR . JU[\”{ v 1955
DOUGLAS McKAY, SECRETARY ‘

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

REPORT OF EXAMINATION BY FIELD TEAM
REGION II

APPLICATION REPORT

DMEA-3795 - (Chromium)
Harry L. Bienick and Howard Martin
Wonder Mine
Del Norte County, California

J. D. Warne : H. K. Stager
Mining Engineer _ Geologist

U. S. Bureau of Mines U. S. Geological Survey

June 14, 1955
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INTRODUC TION*""

Harry L. Bienick and Howard Martin, 411 Butte Street, Cres-
cent City, California applied for Government assistance in a $5,000
program under the Defense Minerals Exploration Administration, docket
number 3795, to explore for chromium at the Wonder mine, Del Norte
County, Ca.lifofnia. The applicants wish. to explore.a chromite horizon
in peridotite by sinking an additional 50 feet of shaft from the bottom of
an existing 50 foot inclined shaft.

A field examination Wés requested by the Operating Committee,
and was made by J. D. Warne of the Bureau of Mines and H. K. Stager
of the Geological Survey on April 12, 1955, apcompanied by Mr. Howard -
Martin, one of the applicants.

As no maps or assays were available the examiners mapped and
sampled the surface and underground exposures.

The property wa;s also examined in 1953 under docket number
DMEA—30 16, for nickel, and the loan denied.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDA TIONS

The chromite deposit at the Wonder mine consists of small,
erraticaily— spaced pods of chromite in peridotite. The results of the
examination indicate that there is little probability of finding minable

-bodies of chromite with the proposed program.






°r

Past explorafion has consisted of surface stripping by bulldozer,
the sinking of a 50 foot inclined shaft, and the driving of about 27 feet =
of drift. The surface stripping, involving the moving of several thousand.
yards of material at a cost of about $5, 000, yielded a ‘total of about }g
tons of chromite ore. The shaft and drift work produced only 13 tons
of ore. The chromite‘?ods that constitute the target of the exploration
are soi small and erratically diftributed that the cost of any type of
surface or sub-surface exploration is.almost ceftai&to exceed the-Yalue
of ore found.

The inferred reserves of chromite do not justify the p'roposed
program. It is recommended that Govérnment assistance under the
DMEA program be denied.

LOCATION, ACCESSIBILITY, LLOCAL RESOURCES

. The Wonder mine is in secs. 5and 6, T. 17 N., R. 3 E., Hum-
boldt"B and M., Del Norte County, Califofnia (fig. 1). It is reached
from Crescent City, Calif. by U. S. Highway 199 a distancé of 26 miles
to Patrick Creek Lodge. From Patrick Creek Lodge, a Forest Service
road follows Patrick Creek 3.2 miles northward ‘;o Old Patrick Creek
Station. From this point, a steep rnouptain road, which foilo\vs the

original stage coach trail, leads 3.8 miles southwestward to the mine.





Labor, timber, supplies, and equipment are obtained from the
surrounding area or Crescent City, Calif. and Grants Pasé, Ore.,
which are respectively 33 and 87 miles distant. The California-Oregon

Power Co.'s main transmission line to Crescent City crosses the mine

property.

HISTORY AND PRODUCTION
The group of six unpatented Wonder claims were originally
located during World War I. A 51-foot vertical pfospect shaft was
sunk on the Wondér No. 1 cla'im about 1918, but no production was
made. The claims were relocated -by a Mr. Tom Cronin in Novembgr
1951, Bulldozer stripping_operations in the vicinity of the shaft pro-
duced 10 tons of chrome ore durir-1g 1951-1952. A new inclined shaft,"
located about 80 feet northeast of thé vertical shaft,. wa;.s begun in
May 1954 and sinking is still in progress. About 15 tons of chrome
ore has been produced to‘date'from this work.
PROPERTY AND OWNERSHIP
The property consists of six.unpatented claims: Wonder N’os.
1 to 5 inclusive located in sec. 5, T. 17 N., R. 3 E., and Wonder No. 6
located in sec. 6, T. 17 N., R. 3 E., Humboldt B. & M., Book 18,
pages 245-250, Del Norte County, Calif. They are jointly owned by
Tom Cronin and Bernard Dressler of Crescent'City and Arthur Lawn

of Smith River, Calif. The claims are under leaae to the applicants .






Harry Bienick and Howard Martin, 411 Butte Street, Crescent City,

Calif.

The mine is operated intermittently by Howard Martin, who is in .
experienced miner. Harry Bienick has had noA previous mining exper-
ience.

| DEVELOPMENT

Surface facilities consist of a low headframe and a crude hoist
shack over the collar of the inclined shaft. The following equipment
is being used:

1 Compressor, 105 cfm, .mounted on a
1947 2-ton Dodge truck
Mine car
Jackhammer
Hoist windlass, small, home-made

The 5' by 6 foot, 2-compartment shaft averages 45 degrees
inclination northeastward, however, the §lope is irregular as the chrome
mineralization was followed downward. The length of this shaft is 50
feet. A single drift level extends 17 feet eastward and 10 feet westward at the
25-foot level (fig. 2). A vertical, inaccessable shaft Ifepot'ted to be abogt
50 feet deep. is locatéd 80 feet to the southwest and an adjacent area to
this shaft has been stripped by bulldozer. .

| GENERAL GEOLOGY

The rock exposed in the vicinity of the mine is chiefly peridotite

that has been extensively serpentinized and is deeply weathered. It is






about 1 mile from the eastern edge of a 10 mile wide north-trending
belt of ultrabasic rock that is bounded on the( east by the Galice forma-
tion of Jurassic age and on the west by Franciscan type rocks of p.robable
Cretaceous age.

ORE DEPOSITS

The chromite bodies are sma.ﬁ irregular pods and lenses con-
taining from a few pounds to several tons of ore each. A zone of these
pods and lenses trends about N. 10° E. and dips about 45° N. The
largest pod mined was. about 5 feet in diameter and averaged 48 percent
Cr203.

Chromite, the only ore mineral present, occurs as massive pods
and lenses of disseminated grains in dunite and peridotite. Gangue min-
erals are olivine, magnetite, and serpentine.

A light green mineral, presumably a hydrous nickel ﬁ]ineral,
forms a thin coating on fracture surfaces in the peridotite near the
center of the Wonder No. 1 claim. This mineral constituted the basis
for the earlier DMEA application for assistance in a nickel exploration
project. Samples taken during this earlier examination contained from
0.07 to 0. 30 percent nickel, an amount not uncommon in the ulbtrabasic.:
rocks of northern California.

Total chromite production from the Wonder mine is 25 tons of

ore c‘:Ontaining‘an average of 48 percent Cr,05 and 10 percent FeO.

a
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SAMPLING

The following samples were taken in connection with this exam-

ination (see fig. 2):

Sample : ,
No. %, Cr203 %, Fe - Description
1 38.26 10.40  Specimen of highest grade chrome
R mineralization at face of inclined
shaft.

2 52. 52 11.80 ~Grab sample of about 1 ton stock-
pile of sorted chrome ore at collar
of shaft.

3 28.02 8.48 Grab sample of about 5 tons of mill

ore stockpiled at collar of sha#t.
ORE RESERVES
Except fof a few pounds of chromite exposed as sﬁall pods and
lenses in the bottom of the inclined shaft and in the face of the east drift,
" there are no measured or indicated or'e reserves at the Wonder mine.
Inferrgd reserves may total a few tens of tons in small pods of massive
chromite and concentrations of disseminated ore erratically disfributed in
the peridotite of the Wonder claims.
PROPOSED EXPLORATION
The applicants propose to further sink the Wonder No. 1 inclined
shaft a distance of 50 feet, at a total cost of $5,000. 00. They intend to
continue following the chromite mineralized zone regardless of the var-

ious inclinations required in driving the shaft.

The application is incomplete; and the proposed work is poorly

planned and conceived by the applicants.
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UNITED STATES v /\Qﬁ R

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

May 6, 1955

Re: DMEA-3T795
Bienick & Martin
Wonder Mine
Del Norte Co., Calif.

Memorandum $5,000 - Chromium
To: w. S. Martin,‘ Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

From: R. D. Trace, U. S. Geological Survey
Subject: Review of application ‘

The application does not give sufficient data to evaluate
the Wonder mine. A Field Team report on the same area for nickel
(DMEA-3016), however, states that "Several small lenses of chromite
were seen in the peridotite, but these are much too small and widely
spaced to be of economic value.

The applicant may have worked the property since the Field
Team report. I'm not sure when some of the work described in this
application was done.

Perhaps the application should be referred to the Field Team,
for examination only if they deem it necessary.

R. D. Trace

N .
AP e rag

» »
| T





April 29, 1955

Meesrs, Harry L. Bienick - Subject: DMEA 3795
_and Howard Martin - Re: Exploration Assistance
111 Butte St. . Wonder Mine Ho. 1

Crescent City, California

Gentlemnen:

The receipt of your application dated April 2i, 1955 :
for’exploration assistance under the Defense B}oduction Act of 1950,
as ameﬁded, is hereby acknoﬁledged. |

Your application has been aséigned Docket Number DMRA 3795
and referred to the Ifon and Ferro-Alloys Division. |

| - Kindly identify all future correspondence relating to your
application by this docket number.

Sincerely yours,

Robert E. Adams, Chief
Operations Control and
Statistics Division

6092






spril 29, 1955

Memorandum

To: Executive Officer, DMEA Field Team; Region II

From: Chief, Operation's Control and Statistics Division
Subject: Assignment of Docket Number
There is listed below the assignedfdoéket number to

an application recently received from Region II.

DMEA ~3795 Harry L. Bienick and Howard Wartin

Robert E. Adams,
Chief, Operation's Control
and Statistics Division

INT.-DUP. SEC., WASH., D. C. 72149
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

1605 Evans Avenue
Reno, Nevada

April 25, 1955
Memorandum®“’

To: Operating Committee, DMEA, Interior Building,
Washington 25, D.C.

From: Executive Officer, DMEA Field Team, Region II
Subject: Loan Application (Chromium}

Wonder Mine No. 1

Harry L. Bienick and Howard Martin

411 Butte Street

Crescent City, California

Attached are three sets of MF-103, Application

for Aid forms relative to above subject. The fourth set has

been retained in our files.

= k.

S. Ricker -

Attach.






UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR®
DEF ENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMlNISTRATlON '
WASH[NGTON 25, D.C.
. x,&es Evans Avenue
- Renmo, Nevada

. April 25, 1955

o Memorandum

To: L Oytutin,g Ccmmittap, DMEA, !nterior Bnil&ing.‘

' 'j!'iwm: = Execnﬁn omcw. m&Ek !’ie!d 'rum. Raxiea s S

" Subject:  Loan Applicatios (Ckwminm)

: wgndgr Mine No. 1} L
' Harry L. Bienick and Hmrd mrﬁn o
41} Butte Strest o
Crescent cuy. C&litomia

A:mm are thrce uu of u?»ms. Appllcumm o

. fur Aid fam: t&htzve to above mbjoct. ~ The fourth wt,m'. .

bcmtmiaﬁdinm ﬁte;. )

: SRlcker gh

¢c: H. C. Miller
R. M. Smith
F1le






wﬁ”‘:‘d‘;l"? 1952) ) UNQD STATES DEPARTMENT OF THATERIOR Form ppproved
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION T

_ Not to be filled in by applicant

APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN
EXPLORATION PROJECT, PURSUANT TO Dokt No- 3T GG

Metal or Mineral ...

DMEA ORDER 1, UNDER THE DEFENSE Date Received . April 25, 19554 228=5
'PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED Estimated Cost .35.95, 0.0 0

Participation (Government %) —oooooocooooo..

INSTRUCTIONS ' '

1. Name.of applicant.—(a) State here your full legal name, in the form in which you will wish to contract and your
mailing address: Harryv.e¢ Bienick.: .
‘Howard Martln\ partners

R California
rat-12 0 R1E,

21T Butte St Crescent-6ity; 3 2

(b) If other than an individual, add to your name abeve whether a corporation, partnership, etc., and the name of the State
in which incorporated or otherwise organized.

(¢) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names and addresses of officers.

(d) If a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners.

2. General—Read DMEA Order 1, “Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects,” before completing this application.
Submit this application and all accompanying papers in quadruplicate (four copies), with your name and address on each
sheet of the application and on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required
information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number.
Comply with all applicable instructions; or; if not applicable, so state. File the application w1th Defense Minerals Exploration
Administration, Department of the Interlor, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest field executive officer thereof.

3. Applicant’s property rights—(a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all
land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and excluding any land or interest in land which is

not to be included in the exploration project contract

Wonder-.-Mine.-Na,..1

(b) State any mine name by which the property is known.
(¢) State your interest in the land, whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or otherw1se
------------------ less

(d) If you are not the owner, submit with this application a copy of the lease, contract or other document under which
you control the property. .

(e) If you own the land, describe any liens or encumbrances on it

(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the description above, the book and page numbers for each recorded
location notice. )

4. Physical description.—(a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being
conducted upon the land, including existing mine workings and production facilities. State your interest, if any, in such
operations. Also describe accessibility of mine workings for examination purposes.

(b) State past and current production, and ore reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades.

(c) Describe the geologic features of the property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, ete.), and your
reasons for wishing to explore. Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, indicating on each
Whether you require its returnto you.

(d) State the facts with respect to the accessibility of the project: Access roads, distances to shipping, supply and residence
points.

(e) State the availability of manpower, materials, supplies, equipment, water, and power. 16—66551-1






- 5. The exploration project.—(a) Sta'he mineral or minerals for which you wish ’mgplore

enrome

(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if needed)
of any present mine workings, and the location of the proposed exploration work as related to such features as. contacts,
veins, ore-bearing beds, etc.

(¢) The work will start within & / & days and be completed within ...__.______ months from the date of an exploration
project contract.

(d) State the operating experience and background of the applicant with relation to the ablhty to carry out such explo-
ration project, and also that of the person or persons who will supervise the operations.

6. Estimate of costs.—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you will have to use a separate sheet),
under the following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project:

(@) Independent contracts.— (Note.—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write “none”
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work in subsequent
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard
of material moved, etc.).

(b) Labor, supermswn, consultants.—Include an itemized schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees
for necessary labor, supervision and engineering and geological consultants.

(¢) Operating materials and supplies—Furnish an itemized list, including items of equipment costlng less than $50 each
and power, water and fuel.

(d) Operating equipment.—Furnish an itemized list of any operating equipment to be rented, purchased, or whlch is owned
and will be furnished by the Operator, with the estimated rental, purchase price, or suggested use-allowance based on present
value, as the case may be.

(e) Rehabilitation and repairs.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary initial rehabilitation or repairs
of existing buildings, installations, fixtures, and movable operating equipment, now owned by the Operator and which will be
devoted to the exploration project.

(f) New buildings, improvements, installations.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary buildings, fixed
improvements,- or installations to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project.

(9) Miscellaneous—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not
including initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator’s equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmen’s compensation
and employers’ liability insurance, and payroll taxes.

(k) Contingencies.—Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated above.

Note.—No items of general overhead, corporate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or any

other indirect costs, or work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be included in the
estimate of costs.

7. (a) Are you prepared to furnish your share of the cost of the proposed project in accordance with the regulations on
Government participation (Sec. 7, DMEA No. 1)?

(b) How do you propose to furnish your share of the costs?

. ‘ I'
I:’ Money |j Use of equipment owned by you lﬁr Other

Explain in detail on acompanying paper.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, whether as an 1nd1v1dual corporate officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his 6wn behalf and acting for
the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best

of his knowledge nd belief.
Z/ ' , 195,

Dated _.....{_{.

(Applmant)

By

Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a willfully false statement or representation to any depart-
ment or agency of the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction.

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—66551-1
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Another party by the name of Bernard Dressler, has an interest in this Y
mine and the,lease reads the same as with Mr., Lawn with the exception '
of the percentage paid which reads the following with Iir, Dressler; l

V. As for the rental or royalty for said premises, the ILessee agrees

to pay the Lessor three and one-third percent of the gross receipts of
all ores recpvered and &old from the claim called "Wonder No., 1" and one
and two thirds percent of all of the gross receipts from all ore mined
and sold from the claims known as "Wonder No.'s 2 to 6" inclusive,
Payments of said sums to be made when the Lessee receives ete¢.,

Before leasing this mine to me & my partner Art Lawn did $5000
worth of development work on same with his bulldozer, he uncovered and
sold $1200 worth of high grade chrome which was in the one kidney,
he looked for more but finally gave up the mine and leased it to us.
My partner and I sunk a 55 foot shaft and took out $1500 worth of high
grade ore as following 48% CroO, 10% Feo making it worth 119 (one hundred
nineteen dollars per ton), we get a premium for its low iron content.
To date we have 1280 man hours underground mining and developing,
640 open pit (mining & stripping), we have spent out $3500.
developing and exploration of the property, $400 on new machinery
and equipment and $1500 on used plant and used equipment acquired
from others making a total of $540000 ($5400), also have a nice
cabin built on property, and are ready to resume mining if we can get
the necessary finances, We would like to sink another fifty feet,at least
and feel sure with this depth will hit the body of chrome, in place
of the usual stringer we mwave been following have three nice stringers
showing up now, and we-beliwe with $5000.00 loan from the government
cap set up operatiaons again after our 3 months lay-off due to rains
and winter weather, & lack of finances to continue. K

There is a year around road to this mine and is close to the
stock pile at Grants ©Pass, around 85 miles. We have plenty of water,
mill site, power line goes right over us, but our lacking in money
to recondition our equipment, and need materials such as piping
for water in order to drill, the drill, pump, and mining car
we are now using we borrowed from another miner and which he 1s now
asking us $300.00, & they are well worth the price., With the
present development could use another man to help us & the going wage

for miners is $2.20 an hr,

1 have been interested in mining for aboug 25years, but this is
my first experience in chrome mining, but my partner Howard Martin
nas worked for a couple of years with one of the largest chrome mines
in our state and is experienced in all phases of mining chrome, and
before that worked in the gold mines to the south of us, so all he
has done is mine and he is classed as a No. 1 miner,

Hoping to hear from you as soon as possible,
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‘ , B . Min(igggpyl),ease ‘

It

This agreement of lease made and entered into this 15th day of May,. . .
1954, by and.betWeen Art Lawn, hereinafter refer.red to as Lessor, -and -
Harry Bienick hereinafter referred to as Lessee, '

Witnesseth

That for and in consideration of the monies hereinafter agreed .
to be paid and the mutual covenants and benefits from each to the other
moving, the Lessor has leased and demised, and the Lessee has leased and
taken from the Lessor, the following described mining claims situated
in the County of Del ©Norte, State of California aund more particularly
described as:

Those certain mining claims situated in «n unorganized mining
district in the County of Del ©Norte, State of California in the
vicinity of Patrick 's C(reek and known as the "Wonder No.l"; "Wonder

No.2"; "Wonder No. 3", "Wonder ©No., 4"; "Wonder No. 5"; and "Wonder No.
6."

For a period or term of five (5 ) years from and after the date hereof
4ith an option of renewal as hereinafter setforth, for the purpose of
removing and recovering therefrom, merchantablc ores which may be on

deposit therein. And upon the following terms and conditions, to wit:

1. Lessec agrees to enter in and upon the saia claim and to operate
the same in & good and minerlike manner, and according to the best uses
of the industry in the vicinity, and he agrees to start mining
operatio..s within a reasonuble time from the date oi this agreement,
and to prosecute said work without delay or interruption, acts of God,
and things «~nd matters beyond the control of Lessee accepted, It being
understood «nd agreed that should the Lessee fail, refuse, or neglect
to operate the sume for any .eriod of ninety (90) days continuously,
then and in that event, this agreement shall terminate and said failure
to operate for sai. period will be construed as an abandonment of this
lcase.

11. Lessec shall keep and obscrve cll rules and regulations of any
constituted wuthority ana ©11 the laws of the Sttt of Crlifornia
and of the United States, in resocet to mining and thot he shell
not suffer any wastes to be committed upon the said premides.

111. Lessee agrees to save harmless the Lessor from and liability
of whatlsoever kind and nature arising out of the use and occupancy
of said mine and shall keep all employees insured for workman's
compensation and other proper charges.

1111. All operations including labor, material, hauling, and other
things and matters in connection with the extraction and delivery of
ore shall be at the expense of Lessee. '

V. As for rental or royalty for said premises, the Lessec agrees to

pey to Lessor five percent (5 ) of the gross recebtsfrom all ores
recovered and sold from the claim called "Wonder Nol; and one and

2/3 percent of all of the gross receipts from all ore mined and

sold from the claimg known as " Wonder Nols 2 to 6, inclusive.

Payments of said sums to be made when the Lessee receives payment

for ore delivered to stock pile. All ore shall be shipped or

delivered to stock pile. All ore shall be shipped or delivered to stock
pile at Grants Pass, Oregon, or to such other places as may be '
advantageous to the parties hereto and Lessee agrees to deliver

to Lessor copies of invoices of all ore so delivered at the

time of pa,me t of royalties. (over)
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