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‘ . : IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

 OFFICTAL
Memorandum March 12, 196 COPY
;‘ 40‘0 Mo Eo
To: Chief, Office of Minerals Exploration f’ RECEIVED
Washington, D. C. % MAR 14 1968
From:  Field Officer ‘ {?‘LMTI\AEIGGDE'
Region II ‘ !“““
\
Subject: New Application (Mercury) L‘*“‘—~%-_‘
Miles J. Mitchell e e
Respini Ranch --~__\L__‘
Marin County, California e ﬂ :

Enclosed is an Application for Financial Assistance, dated
January 25, 1968, received in the field office this date, from a
Mr. Miles J. Mitchell, 10 Santa Margarita Drive, San Rafael,

California 94901.

I tried to call Mr. Mitchell to explain some of the material missing
from the application that will be required but he is not available
during office hours because of his employment. I informed his wife
that I would forward the application to Washington and that additional
information would be requested after your review. Missing are -
letters to the banks requesting loans for the proposed work, bids
TEE&E_EEEEE\E;IEIIEE\EBﬁtTEEEEFEmfbwSﬁﬁﬁbff*ﬁfgméétimates of drilling
costs, bids from two additional bulldozing contractors, and a state-
ment of his ability to furnish a performance bond in lieu of lien
and subordination agreements. Mr, Mitchell proposes to supervise
the work himself at a cost of $100 per day and also contract the
drilling. Costs are excessive for the amount of work proposed.
.Relationship of exploration to property boundaries is not shown.

H. K. Sti::J

Enclosure
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" NAME OF APPLICANT (Full legal name and mailing address as they should
appear on comiract if owe is executed.)

Miles J. Miitchelll
10-Santa: Margarita Drive
San Rafael, California

449l

" BUSINESS ORGANIZATION

(Chech one) NAMEK

INDIVIBUAL
CORPORATION none.
PARTNERSHIP

oTwHnr (Specify)

"STATE IN WHICH Piru s

omacamzeo (Cglif,,

LIST CORPORATE OF FICERS OR PARTNERS HERE, IF XPBLICABLY

DOCKET NUMBER

Lo b

IDAYE RECRIVED

| Marcy 1% 19¢%
™ = |

ADDREKSS

M MINERALIS) FOR WHICH YOU WISH TO EXPLORE

mercury

ESTIMATED COST OF PROJECT

LOCATION
COUNTY

Marin

PROPERTY
NAME

Respini Ranch:

sSTATS

California

. $37,.245,00;

Before filling out this application, pleasze read the OME
Regulations Z)r Obtaining Federal Assistance in Financing
Explorations for Mimeral Reserves (30 CFR Chep. Mm). To
assure prompt action, your application must provide all
applicable material and information specified on the back
of this application form. Avoid unnecessary correspondence
and delays by submitting complete and accurate information.
Please submii two copies of this application and all a-com-
panying paper: except as otherwise noted. Place your name
and address on each sheet. Each item of information, maps,
and reports required as a part of this application is described
on the back of this form. Identify each attached statement
by the item number to which it applies, U an item does not
apply to your application, show the item numberon your state-
ment and after it write ‘‘not applicable.’’ Maps or sketches

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

should be used (o supplement narrative descriptions of the
property location and boundaries in_ item 2, existing mine
workings and geclogy in item 3, and the proposed exploration
work in item S. When this information is not too complex,
all of it may be "hown on one map or sketch, All documents
and other attachm=nts submitted as a part of this application,
except those in item 3(g) which you mark to be returned,
become the prop=rty of the Goverrment and will not be re.
turned to the applicant, Send true copies, wot origimals, of
leases, contracts, and other documents which are an essen-
tial part of yovr business records. File this application
with the Office of Minerals Exploration, Department of the
Interior, - WP X8 X KX X XX 6K XM KX el Mo X 2X XOARE
= BfFéx Washington, D. C., 20242, or with
the nearest OME Field Office.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer,
partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf and acting
for the applicant, certifies that the information set forth
in this form and accompanying pepers is cofrect and com-

AT LS
9117?0

plete, to the b~st of his knowledge and belief, and that
he would not ordinarily undertake the proposed exploration
conditions and circumstsnces at his sole

under current
expense,

A wilfully false statement or certificatioen to any Department or Agency of the United States Government is a criminal offense.

U.-S. Code. Title 18. Sec. 1001,






: ‘NFORMA'NON REQUIRED WITH THIS AP‘CATION

1. Financial Eligibility:

-sources,

- formations

(8) Submit evidence of efforts made within 90 days pre-
ceding the filing of this epplication to obtain credit from
your bank of account and at least one other banking institu-
tion or other private source of credit. Such evidence.shall
include true copies -f correspondence which show: (1) date
of loan request, (2) amount and terms requested, (3) pro-
posed .use of loan funds, and (4) the replies from credit
If the loan was offered under terms which you cen-
sider unreasonable, state why you consider them so.

(b)- List names snd addresses of affiliated, parent, or
controlling compenies or organizations and state extent and
nature of their interest.

(c) State how you propose to furnish your share of the
cost of the exploration work,

2. Applicant’s Rights in Land:

(a) State your interest in the land and mineral rights,
whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or other.
If you are not the owrner, submit one true copy of the lease,
contract, or other dccument (with address of owner) under
which you contrel the priperty. Describe all liens, mort-
gages, or other encumbrances on the land and state book and
page number and official place where recorded,

(b) State the legal description (section, township, and
range; metes and bcunds; patent number of claims) of the
land upon which you =ish to explore and all adjacent land
which you own or control. Describe any part of the land or
workings which should not be subject to Government royalty
and liens, If the land consists of unpatented claims, state
book and page number for each recorded location notice,
including amende” locations, and official place where re-
corded. State all the names by which you know the property.

(c) For all land or mineral rights encumbered or not owned,
submit five copies of Lien and Subordination Agreements on
MME Form 52. If the agreements cannot be obtained, state
reasons and provide copies of letters of refusal.

3.. Physical Description:

(a) Describe in detai! and illustrate with maps or sketches
all mining or exploration operations which you know have been
or are being conducted \won the land. Include existing mine
workings and all produc'ion facilities,

(b) Sta;e your interest, if any, in operations described
in (a).

(c) State, if you know, the pa~t and current productioe
supporting your statement with copies of settlement sheets,
mine .records, or published data if available.

(d) Describe known ore reserves, giving quantities and
grades and sampling methods used, Support your statement
with copies of assay certificates and assay maps if available.

(e) Describe by narrative and maps or sketches the geo-
logic features of the property, including ofé minerals, geologic
if known, and type of deposit (vein, bedded,
etc.).

() State your reasons for expecting to find ore, and if
you have sampled the area you propose to explore, show
where the samples were taken, describe sampling methods
used, and provide copies of assay certificates,

(g) Send with your arplication at least fwo copies of all’
geologic or enginezring reports, assay maps, or technologic
information: which you have, indicating whether you require
their return.

4. Accessibility of Property:

(a) To aid the OME representative who may examine the
property, state name and address of person who will meet him;
give directions for reaching the property; and describe ac-
cessitility of property arc ~f any mine workings.

(b) Name the shipping and supply points and state the
distances to the propert-.
S. Exploration Work:

(s) Describe fully -~ proposed explcration work givins
individual footages ancd sizes of openingr for each ite= o

« '\J. [y}

work. Use narrative, maps, plans, and sections as neces-
sary. Show location of the proposed work as related to geo-
logic features such as veins, ore-bearing beds, contacts of
rock formations, etc. Show also the relation of the proposed
work to any existing mine workings end to land boundaries
or to the closest {dentifiable corner. !

(b) If an access rnad must be built, show the praposed
location ~n the property map and state the 1rngth, type and
construction methods proposed.

(c) If an OME contract is executed, state how soon there-
sfter work would bhe started and finiched. State your antici-
peted average daily or monthly rate of pragresa for each type
of work. ’

n

6. Experience:

State your operating experience an+ background to é(\nduct
this exploration work and also that of the person who will
supervise the worl. ’

7. Estimate of Costs:

Furnish detailed estimates of the n~~rcsary costs for each
item of the work proposed im 5(a) vrder the headings listed
below with a tota! for each heading ~nd the estimated total
cost of the work., Costs for any woit to be performed by an
independent contractor shoull be listed separately under
category (a) below, Costs for any werk that is not to be pers
formed by an independent contractor should b~ listed under

. categories (b) throngh (g).

(a) Independent contracts. State the total cost of anv pro-
posed independent contract for all or any part of*the work,
and the number of units and the unit cost for each type of
work, such as p-r foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per
hour of bulldozer operations, or per cubic yard of material
moved. Cost estimates should be supported by bids from
three contractors if possible. (Note—If none of the work is
to be contracted, w-ite ‘‘none’’ after this item.)

(b) Personal services. Th~ cost o! supervision, engineer-
ing and geologicel services, outside consultants, and labor
should be jtemizr41 by number<s and classes of employnes,;
rates of wages, sl ries -or fees; and periods of employment.
State whether these services are avs:lable,

(c) Operating rn'erials and supp'ie~. " Li=t items of mate-
rial and supplies giving quantity an’ cost of each. Inrclude
under this heading power, water, and iuel, and units of ~quip-
ment and tools costing less than 350 ~ach.

(d) Cp-rating eq-irment.  L.ist ite®' of ~ronipment an’ tools
costing 350 or mor~ per unit. Give sp. cifications and irdicate
how each item i= to be acquired—ir~., rented, purchased or
provided by the apolicant. If rented or purchased, state the
estimated rental or purchase price. If furnished by the appli-
cant, state condition and presant fair market value.

(e) Initial rehabilitation and repairz. Describe the type and
the cost of imitial rrhabilitation or repair of existing buildings,
fixtures, installations (exclusive of mine workings), and
movable operating equipment now owned by the aprlicant
which will be used in the exploration work,

(f) New buildings, fixtures, installations. Describe each
building, fixed improvement, and installation to be purchased,
constructed, or instialled for the exploration work, stating
specifications and =est including lahor, materials, and super~
vision. T

(g) Miscellaneous. Describe the type and estimate the
cost of repairs ard maintenance of the operating equipment
listed in 7(d). Do not repeat initial repairs listed in 7(e).
Show also the coats of analytical work, accounting, worke
med’s compensation and employe~s’ liability insurance,
payroll taxes, and other required costs that do not fall within
the previous categori=s, [Note—The Governmiat will not con-
tribute to costs jncurred before the date of the contract, or
to costs of or incideat to: (1) ecquiring, using, or possessing
land and any existirg improvements, facilities, buildings, in-
stallations, and anpurtenances, or the depreciation and
depletion thrreof, (2) general overhead, corporate managemnent,
interest and taxes (other than payroll ani sales tuxes); (3) in-
surance (other thar employees’ liability insurance), and
(4 damages to pert-~na or property (other than authcrized
repair to or replace «n' of equipment ~r other propenty u-ed
in the work)._] '

INT -DUP. SEC. WASM.. D.C






MiIes: J. Mitchell, Applicant
10-Santa Margarita Drive:
San Rafael, Calif.

l.(a) Quiry made orally to lending institutions. Enclosed. find letterns:
of refusal.

(b)
(c)

2 ' ( 33)

(b)

(e)

3. (@)

(b)
(c)

(d)

(ed

not: applicable

By charging professional supervisory fees. (per: diem), during the:
drilling program. Also depreciation:allowances for:
Schram Air Compressor _
Trailer: House: 0ffice: ’ B
Generator ‘ ‘ PLUS DD TOrYA7L
Pump: P20yl ES S LLEDD
Engineering and geological instruments
1 ton GMC truck
Applicants interest oni the land entails. anunrestricted mining
“agreement;, from: the land owner Mrs, Lydia Respini, There are
no» liens agains® the property,. and the owner has: sole title to
the land,. .
|
|

Legal land descriptiom: Marin County Assessors:. map, Book 125,
page 02, parcels 08 and 09. See Volume: 1135, page 150, and see
Volumes 1528, page: 533, Marin: County Recorders: records,

AlYl land south of Arroyo Sausal (see enclosed map), not subject
to liens, are: not. a.part: of this contract. Property is knowm
as. the Respinii Ranch.

xxx applicable, forms: included

Two -tunnells. exist: on: the property, both located om access: road,
withim proposed drilling sites,. Also there is a: bench directly-
“above: the upper' tunnel, which shaws cinnabar mineralization.
Two: Rossi type: retort. tubes are located just below the lower
adit, and a jaw crusher, pebble and ball mill, and a rod mill
are located: at® the same level as. the portal of the upper' adit.

Applicant owns. retort, jaw crusher, and rod mill,.

A small unreported production: has eminated from the property,
in mercury, no records available..

Preliminary diamond drilling during 1961, conducted by the
applicant, had disclosed approximately 6,250 tons. of mineable
ores This matierial was determined to average:2 pounds. of
mercury per ton. This figure was established by careful pan-
ning of sludge from the 6 test holes. The results were added
to: core samples: values, resulting in a:mean average valuation:
of this block of ore, A tonnage factor of 18 was established
by weighing a number-of samples of broken ore from the surface
and underground: locations. The location: of the mineralized
rock, lies at the bench, just above the upper adit. The area
had been: im llater years, higraded. of the rich veinlets of the
purple-red cinnabar fracture fillings..

see: enclosed geologic report





Milless Jo, Mitichell -applicant.
10-Santa Margarita: Drive:
San Rafael, Calif.

3. (f) The: basic reasons by which the applicant;expects to find ore:
in this area ares:

1, The: location:of the property in reference to the: N*S
alignment. of productive: mines producing mercury, im
this district, namely the Gambonini, and Schultz
Mines., . -

2.. The discovery of a. body of 2% mercury sandstone ore
im the Smi‘th adit, on. the Barbonii ranch, which adjoins
the property om the east.. This ere was uncovered at
an ellevation much' deeper than: the. bench development,
refered to under-d. '

3% The existence of very’ rich veinlets of solid cinnabar
discovered by the applicant, during 1961, above the:
upper- adit, in.a zone of highly fractured sandstones
Cinnabar- in  place was also discovered by the writer
sTightly above: the stream valley bench, which denotes
strong possibilities of the existence: of deeper ore:

- bodies.

%k, Interpretation of photo-geology, which indicates the

exi stience: of major fault. structure im the area..

(g) see geologic report: enclosed:

L, (a) To reach the property, proceed west of Novato om Novato Blvd.,
9 miles: to the Point: Reyes: Petaluma Highway, thence: proceed
northward: about 1 milles: to the junction of Hicks: Valley Road..
Proceed west: on this road for approximately 2' miles, thence
turn left: on. the  Barboni Ranch road. Follow this road through
the Barbonii Ranch teo the Respinii property.- Immediately upon.
entering the property; proceed north on access road to mine
location, It is sugested that. the OME representative call the:
applicant: at. 453=3163 and arrange for an appointment. Them
drive: to San Rafael and meet applicant: at 10-Santa Margarita
Drive, Property is accessible as are the mine: workings.

(b) The nearest railhead and supply point: is Nowato, a distance
of about: 15 miles: from the property..

5 (a) The proposed exploration work will consist entirely of
diamond drilling, incIuding I1 sumface holes plus 3 underground
holes drilled in the upper adit. Total footage: 2,700 feet,
The purpose of this drilling program is: to explore the sand-
host rock in the vicinity of a north-south fault which lies
to the east of the mine access road, and no doubt is related
to mercury mineralization, which has been discovered to date..
(See: enclosed topo. map.)

(b) Access road is not: required.

(c) ﬂbrk would commence within: 30 days after approval, I plan to
ontinue: work through winter months, weather permItting.
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7. (a)

(b)

(c)

Miles J. Mitchell, Applicant

10-Santa Mamgarita Drive
San Rafael, Calif..

cont, We: contemplate an average of 35 feet of hole per-shift,
(This is based upon former experience of the writer in.drilling
this type of fractured sandstone: during 1961, on this property.)
This will entail a: period of 83 days total.,

Milles J. Mitchell, whe will. be: supervising the work, is a mining
geologist (registered with AIME), with a wide range,of experience
in mineral exploration within the western states. Since 1955,

Mr. Mitchell has offered consulting services: in: mineral evaluatiomn
and exploration.. For the: past 5 years: the bulk of this work has
beem with mercury;, both im California: and Oregon.

,John D.. Swearingen, who> will be working directly with the driller,

s a: registered professional engineer State. of Nevada, (minfng;
engineering). Mr. Swearingen has: had many years. experience as a
drillers assistant,. He will be responsible for: tabulating core
and sludge samples, as well. as aiding the driller as required..

Two: independent. contracts will be included in the proposed work.
1. DozZing Contract: (tractor)

preparation of drill' sites:

access: to drill sifes off’ exist. road:

moving of drill rig

@ $25.,00 per hour(including moving inte and off property).

5 total days work.
Tavener & Sons : amount of contract §$I,000., O@
157-Humboldt: Street
San Rafael, Calif..

2. Drilling Contract (diamond core)

see: enclosed drill hoille. location map)

@ $8.50 per foot total footage 2,700 feet
including 11 holies: colBred. at surface, and 3 holes
- -underground in upper adit.

Applicant: will ‘Be drilling contractor. (owns drill rig and
Miles J. Mitchell. accessories)
10~Santa Margarita Dr. ‘

San Rafael, Calif.

amount of contract  $22,950,00

Cost. of supervision: . 83 days '

@ $100,00 per diem Miles. J. Mitchell $8,, 300,00

Cost. of engineering consultant and drillers. Lielper.

@ $50,00 per diem J°h§3Da Swearingen $4+,150.00
. ; ays

Fuel ete. for compressor and generator, and pump;, will be
included in the unit price. of per foot drilling,.
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Miles J. Mitchell, Applicant
10 Santa Margarita Drive
San Rafael, Calif,

7. (d) Operating Equipment ‘
l.Underground air operated. diamond drill
(to: be: leased) @ $1.00 per foot: , . $300,00
2+ 125 CFM air compressor: Schramm~-owned by applicant:
(excellent conditien, value. $5,000,00)

3. Diesel 20,000 Watts Hercules Generator S
(good condition, value $2,500)

LhsrAluminum house trailer (office trailem) n
(good. conditien, value $750,00) ‘

5. 1 tom GMC flat bed truck .

(good' condition, value $800.00)

6o High hHead water pump .
(good condition, value $50.00) 5

7+ Misc. instruments @ brunton, alidade,

(e) none tapes, altimeter,
drafting equip. w

(f) none:

(g) Assays of drill core and sludge for mercury
@ $5.00 109 assays: total cost $545,00
Abbott A. Hanks
SF. Assayers:

Above: mentioned’ equipment is in good repair, and.
applicant: does not forsee any important repairs:
during 1ife of the contract. .
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A. E. BAGSHAW
RODERICK P. MARTINELLI
W. O. WEISSICH

LELAND H. JORDAN
WILLIAM G. CORRIGAN

E. WARREN MCGUIRE
JOSEPH D. DAHLMAN

BagsHAW, MARTINELLI, WEISSIGH & JORDAN
© ATTORNEYS AT LAW

SUITE 329 ALBERT BUILDING
1010 B STREET

SAN RAFAEL,CALIFORNIA 98490l

TE’LEF’HONE '
AREA CODE 415
456-8600

March 8, 1968

Mr. Miles J. Mitchell
10 Santa Margarita Drive
San Rafael, California 94901

Dear Mr. Mitchell:

Reference is made to your February l4th letter addressed
to our client Mrs. Lydia Respini concerning the Government
Mineral Exploration Program with the copy of your letter
mailed to me, you enclosed five counterparts of a Lien

and Subordination Agreement together with the Interior
Department Booklet on Minerals Exploration Program.

Unfortunately, I find it necessary' to recommend to Mrs.
Respini’ that she not execute the Lien and Subordination .
Agreement. Very simply, if she did execute such agreement,
she would, in effect, be creating a mortgage on her property.
Granted, there would be no personal liability assumed by her
in connection with the lien, ‘but nevertheless her property
would be encumbered by a permanent ‘lien in favor of the
United States Government. Certainly, the lien would be
discharged out of royalties should production prove fruitful.
However, until the Government obligation has been fully paid,
Mrs. Respini's land will remain subject to the lien. Further,
if the explorations prove unprofitable, there is no guaranty
that the Government will release its lien (although their
booklet indicates they will), and Mrs. Respini has no right
to compel the execution of a lien release by the Government.

In any. event, Mrs. RespJnl s property would be subject to a
lien for qulte some time. Therefore, I have advised her that
the llen and subordination agreement should not be executed,
and you may con31der thls letter as her refusal to. do so.

.I am ‘thus returning to you the flve counterparts of the Llen .
and Subordlnatlon Agreement together with the Interior Department..
pamphlet in question. I am also enclosing .a duplicate of this





o
I

B. M. W. &J. 7o Miles J. Mitchell oate 3/8/68 P

letter so that you might deliver the same to the Office of
Minerals Exploration, as set forth in Question No. 7 of
their pamphlet.

Very truly yours,
O rtrih 8 Wit
RODERICK P. MARTINELLI

RPM/rs
cc: Mrs. L. Respini

Two
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Tavenner and Sons

Excavating, Grading & Sewer Contractors
157 HUMBOLDT, SAN RAFAEL, CALIF.

454-1021 763-2196

PROPOSAL AND CONTRACT

- - Date ;Q / /‘6/ 19 /5/
Name MILES  MiTeHELL
Address L O SANTH MARGARITA DR SAV LR A/‘W—EZ—/}@;{-L/ /=
Job Address. R S Pr¥1 R AN @ +H

The undersigned agrees to furnish and provide necessary labor, materials, tools, implements, and appliances to do, perform and
complete in a good workmanlike manner the following:

[EVEL /NG 0 DRILL S ITES A€ 212585 /?.oADS
AMD Mov/N&G DRIt ITROMS (T ET0S/TE,

[V CLUD /NG TRANGS PorTA 108 0 Dol IR

All the above work to be completed for the sum of @’V(' %’W’/ )Z & : z %

d

Dollars ($ /ﬁao e )

Any alterations or deviation from the above, involving extra cost of material or labor, will be executed only on written orders for
same and will become an extra charge over the sum mentioned above.

All agreements must be in writing.

In the event that it becomes necessary to institute suit or to employ an attorney to collect any payment or payments due the under-
signed for labor or materials furnished under this agreement or any modification thereof, then you shall be liable to the undersigned -
for court costs and -attorney’s fees; said attorney’s fees shall be in an amount equal to one-third of the amount for which recovery
is prayed.

Terms of payment shall be as follows:

This proposal is void if not accepted within days.

Respectfully submitted,

BWQ: ”W

7T

ACCEPTANCE

You are hereby authorized to furnish all materials and labor required to complete the work mentioned in the above proposal for
which agree to pay the amount mentioned 1n said proposal and in accordance with the terms thereof.

ACCEPTED AND AUTHORIZED BY

Signed

Date 19 Signed
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© ABSTRACT

‘The Frenciscan Mine is lec“tea noer the Senoma. COun by liﬁoa in Horthern

larin Couﬂty9~6aliforni&6 ‘is reached by bood Toads, 2J niles from
San Rafeel, the counby. SORL of Marin. Co.nb7a' From-San Rafaesl,. proceed

_norihk on state Tghuey 101 760 Novato, thence wegt on Hovato DlVJO‘to the

'iPeualwmhm?oiﬂi Reyvaeg h&ﬁﬁ\aﬁ,fcnohvb qrcb 7.m~l@9_thenc&-wﬁst oin'the . .
«,.ﬂ:rsbﬂ?.ﬁu4d (surfaced) ©o the. ?i?sﬁ,ra:ch.rom_ bv'cr” the Lincoln
School, thence Southwent' uhro' ' '?ﬂﬁh“ﬁq xnch o thﬂ Regpini

”oneruyq ul‘eq cubwncc the h.mnélsch““ &cioie -

s

Tn@ Hessln¢ r&ﬁcn GO?SL&W : i vcmu ;uO ac”- :ole na tﬁe F?QCLQCQW
sat,

Mine is situited cn’ the, LOPunoraj%ortvoA of the §030Lﬁye A Pibdblfy

ol mwiﬁuﬁ Creck bisscts the! prﬁvvrtJ and conta ’w mle ater to sustain

@ mining operation with’ the! e teeption of two_monunﬂh’ ring late sumn rs

when  the m@tvi LaoL@ydron and. u"4acm water . d’”aﬁpc; g excent Tor small
s pondg, The terraid iu cove?cu with cal. and b 2y dn - the kinl“” avgm? ;

le‘auite rugged LLCVJtLOnu‘&t RGeSt

is Hic ﬂ$ NOﬁﬁoai 1. With -an clevation
Td nmv;“tohne brouﬁhu”%.

and the taﬁrg:aﬂnv
'the ‘vredomwinant: featur
_ 153~°40 Puoue i
'~r ain road :
the ”"»mne ,
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tne p oa;“'
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. Explorotion bﬂf'& }ir&tc »n ere Iscan 50 dobGR@, whieh
fycnsi%t@ of maliinle. /Oiul@bw QL cunnmbar 1 ﬂla*a ‘graywacke nov" TOCK,.
Designated as "Face' &ﬂ *ﬁls miacra‘;zca ‘ p-~’s0c wosed for 150 feet
fwicﬁg chb'ﬂ wtnmqeu‘h L drilling Cilocate d the c@*off

ti on

T.n01pt on the north’ sic Bodyel | Min eralize ‘extends 75 feet
easterly, o i‘ cimabary reist 8t the 63 foot horlzon, . The

‘clear &Pwysfiﬁruaa and - & pyrion to ?n3u”jnm'3nm,oouuh@TL3
»@xtcnamon of this orst : Pegune ' -Absut 500 feeb scuth of "Face AY, -

. another L“ze%fl’aea zor@ a3 been exnosed by -trenching.. This ore is .
'-ccnsiaerabl qaraﬂﬂg- d-the cinnabar dceurs in. definite veinlets, vwhere-
~as mueh of *aa cinnabar abt "Face A" ig.in'a free state zs nodules, occup-
cying gouge filled- fragturess : Direct evidence dictatés an inference of
Jdenul ta e ;n%Lu? m¢za elization of soz&iasﬁa&Of’f@et in'ti’s“a?eao

cc“1¢a La&y‘ofﬂtue B§u30<007 :v'@f this area ?as iriicuted a mOJOL

fault zone tearing north @nd south, with tb@n,d o fnarlked to the north

by u;wﬁf7@9 and seuﬁnwafd'by~vepetatioﬁ and Top “raﬁﬁy Lﬂt”?hpu&@ﬂ&a
This fauit ne doubt is the source of ‘cinnabar lae?a}iwmbicnﬁ howeter
:mmun study rmust be made in the futu ro of bﬂis e&tursg in order to'bctter
und aratwnd ore Of@d@ﬁ%i@ﬁ»a,‘ T \ : P

T

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘






IRTRODUCTION

fvwcrpury was d¢ covcr@d jn um?mon Cfocﬁ ﬁo?therm'ﬁariﬁ County, Calif=
orala, in the fory 64 clnnuaﬁr float, 33 early as 1910, Subseguent
‘paaning of the winera i, later led to the axsccvwry of AL@;““UOLQlﬂl
 Mine, as well as auhar progpects in the egiano liowever Gue to the
L price structure and status of the land in the area, none of the pros
3’pr03pects‘u ro daae}oood,uﬁc¢1 the Cﬂ“acra company leased the discovery
on the Gambinini R nchg at the end of ““w1a War 2, Up to 1943, pro=-

J~

<

¢ duection emsnated vﬁoi shellow pods in the fractured sandstone and shale

~ country rock. The average price per flagk (76#) of mercury durlng this
~periecd was vaooo doliars, oSlnce 1948, & small but steady pr@&uco¢ong
- the result ¢f sgell leas 5eeS, has resg u16€& from the retorting ol oreg
- at the Gambinini Miac. in 1955 a new aiscove°y of METCUry was nined
by ‘the Pence Mining CGmE&ﬂj9 on the Benlly rane n, Some 5 mllev to the
north of the Gambinial Mine, The 20 ton per day production was furnaced
cina f@uawy LJVCa, Thisg ““oa@ruy has been ﬁrudacin@ mercury, from ore
- wined © °0Wgn adits, from 2 large shear zone in Franciscan aquooneo

The Franciscan h-m ey loeated on the Respini Ranch, about 3 miles ST of -
th@-Gambiazni 1 Was d,SQ@Vtr@ﬂ in the eusiy summer of 1961, a5 thﬁ'
rogult of tractor ﬁv;wch’ﬂﬂg following discovery of cinnabar float in

L3

'&

L-h

g.}

3

* the stream volliey.  The eriginal lease was negecioted with the land |
Cowaer in ?mbruuvy @? the same yesry by Miles Je hl"chﬂjlg and the sube
‘sequent mining coupany was formed, Fellowing surfocé reco nalssance

Cwork din gua_agyg a tf@nching prograg was 1a ld oube I% was during the
course of thig exploration work, ha the two ore faces were d~3GOV@ ed.
('9

A D=8 cat @qulpp@ﬁ with rippCﬂa% wag Biilized for this work., The constructs
5t

' lon and erection of a 2<tubs retert, umnalbte with 1iquid fuel Tacilities
- followed the initisl phase of eza;owaulazg The vetort is to be used for
Nfutuh evaih‘czo of exlsting ores, as a component of a piiet plants

zDafﬁnﬁ Late summer of 1961, a é&awora drilling progrem was 4n1t1a»ed
L in an effort to probe ore cvn@sa#es and - &QL&”BWﬂt gcaTng uruccu;uo-
- A sorpicous shortaze of water at the in”i sitbggume to the excepticnally
v
n

i=3 f_’l

‘ﬁd‘* Sé““@fg was nar*& 111y solved by the installetion of some 1900 feat
3/ piostic plpe to. a gpring to the north. Reserve water tanks were

’ necevsalv Ho tare enough water to uatzoxy drilling requirenents,

. .. Diamnond dfiil*ﬂk continued vp To May 1962, except Or.P@?Iqu of time

. uhen extreme. falnfalig martaiT@d the worka : o :





The uinqumr accuvﬁ 28 irreoguls
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GEOLOGY  AND - - REGOMMENDATIONS

shales, and ch

i o do o
lscan sandst wucug LLme €S

The Franci v s comprise the
scedimentary rccks,in thisg uﬁTulG GL the Const Wan gystens Minor

- oegurences of conglomerate, Torvaminiferal limes cg and radiclarian
chert also are @Vid&ﬂtg Igneous rocis are rﬂvmw;ayc ite, basalt, and
pyroxenite 1 n the Torm of sills and stocks. The sandstone host io the

Clelnngbar in the arezg is a yvellowlsh browa roek Yocally classified as

,_ﬁ“avm&vlee'.umcoqeu of quartz, plagioclzse, sericlte, magretite, clay,
livonite. . Decompogition of thiz rocl due to the es @nulVL ramciyitaﬁion
ana humic acids xﬂcr &bundaﬁt vegetation, h have resulted in o soft ore

layer some 25:00 feet in thickaess, This condition is prevalent at

"Pace AV, and may cxcc d %o a greater degliy dte to the couplox fracture
k! nto*nu.unlb‘ are associated with the OTes, - '

-

Cme BOULS, and on U%y¢nf the f;aasu eg in the aend Lonc, ‘The clmamaber

. dis almost @abirulv 1;@@ Trom the rock vhen found in the weathered sand- .
stone., The color is lnvariably & d 2T PUTD @‘t&,d@rk,;bd g end nodules
/2 &HCk"QTOSS av@ Ot unComnon, . Wh"“ ap; '%o be two %ysuew* of
fractures one ﬁrfuﬁiﬂg 88, the other WE g wWith ide variation of dipsa4
Tney are mimost wicnsuu exception miner ﬁlized to some d@ﬂ e8|
During . the u“;lliq Dfogr&m‘&t the Fr&ﬁc?scaw ﬁlnﬁg'clpv percentages of
tho . roc k dri 11@ no r@]gbionﬁh ip to cimnabar content of the rocke -
However. *hﬁ-re urn water was 2 reliable clue to

The veriation ef geain size had no
N  Shale ﬁntﬁrllg ering seemed o be

entlirely Fois ,¢ bn The exposurse o? oxnrabr; bourimg sandstone
aﬁ,“?&c@ g B "1g ma;tzwie vclnla*; D high grade cinnabar mineral,

1

r

e I tension fractures. urﬁcnﬁ thwcuw“cut the host rock
ig f tern, o which coal& be economically mined with open

piﬁ\zethadsgvahe sandstone ig v dl?x WJﬁ%’b?@ as proven by past
trenching work.. -Coat of this tyn@ of mi 1img ~F0ul~ aporoxlm tc $1,00
dollar per tone '

Deneficistion of the ore as suggested by Sp As 'adrﬁd sre reduction
engineer, would entall the use of a caterpillar to crash the ¢re on a
¥ ogrizgily, giv ng through.the use of a Ferman nill o? a hammer mili,
the former requiring secondary crushing ito minus 2%, This %o be ;ol?om»
e¢d by gravity separationy utilizing Wilfley L*a7cme Ixe end product will

be a high grade concentrate; vhich can be retorted on the proverty.
 Mevcury prices of 76# flasks, New York, were ;79 .00 to xﬁ;JoCG (quote,
CMining Verld, May issue) sl-ghtly“lﬁss-in_San f”“ﬁtlo@@e

It is the opinion of the writer “hwt coonomic moreury ore ewisis at the
CPranciccan Miney which is amonable to. ﬂ’_¢acm-mid¢nuc From evidence
Csupporied by known occurrencss of e*.*:b v cver o distance of 5,000 feety
heTizo paaly and- 250 feet vcrt;ca11j9 the feasebility of deldimit 3 other
- ore shoots ig ﬂ%cml?buu@_ A persistent cxploration program hould be
Cprogressed to parellel thie wmin ln phzse. The use of bb@ diamond drill
~and ’Wcmchl&mH aterpiller in comjmnouwo with detalled olonig work,

ﬁh-a'e gzove1 &nv luaw?e in lecating new ore bodies.

o et

i
t

r nodules and veln fragments enclosed by.
-y » oo
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T . CABLE; HANX

BRANCH LABORATORY: 1086 MARTIN AVENUE « SANTA CLARA « CHERRY 8-5262 '
BRANCH OFFICE: 10 DE LUCA PLACE - SAN RAFAEL » GLENWOOD 4-8650
i -Engineers’
Assayers
Chemists
‘ Metallurgists
Sbeétrt;graphers.
- Soils and Foundations )
Consulting - Testing - Inspecting

ABBOT A. HANKS. INC.

1300 SANSOME STREET « SAN FRANCISCO 11, CALIFORNIA « . EXBROOK 7-2464

LABORATORY REPORT

~ Sample of ORE ’

Deposited by:  Mr., Miles J.Mitchell
' 10 Santa Margarita Drive
~San Rafael, California -

Percentages

 MERCURY

~ .

Labty. No. Mark

cuwrs (2044 | LS
Cl14876 | 2p A H L 04

ABBOT A. HANKS, INC.

e

mr.

I‘ CA-105 . .‘ .






BRANCH . LABORATORY 1086 MARTIN AVENUE * .SANTA CLARA CHERRY 8- 5262 o _ : _ CABLE: HANX

,BRANCH OFFICE: 10 DE LUCA PLAC»E SAN RAFAEL « GLENWOOD 4 8650
) i . . i

Engineers

Assaye?a
Chemists

’ Metallurﬂiata

: Spectrographeré Co-

ABBOT A. HANKS. INC.

ESTABLISHED‘BBG

1300 SANSOME STREET . SAN FRANCISCO 11, CAL[FORNIA . EXBROOK 7-2464
' . . . . Soils and Foundations

Conaul?ing . Testing - Inspecting

LABORATQRY' éEPORT . August 24, 1961 |
Deposited by:  Mrs M. J. Mitchell . Sampleof  ORE
10 Santa Margarita Drive . e i
‘San Rafael, California - . \
e ' Percentages )
Labty. No. . . ':‘Mark, . o o Mm

€116320 | Sample #F-11 . o 1.19

ABBOT A. HANKS, INC.

3 _ - - Y

CA-105





BRANCH LABORATORY: 1086 MARTIN AVENUE + SANTA CLARA « CHERRY 8-5262 R _ CABLE: HANX
BRANCH OFFICE: 10 DE LUCA PLACE « SAN RAFAEL » GLENWOOD 4-8650 ‘ C

Engineers
Assayers
ABB orT A. HANKS. INC. Chemists
ESTABLISHED 1866 . Metallurgists
Spectrographers

1300 SANSOME STREET * SAN FRANCISCO 11, 'CALIFORNIA » EXBROOK' 7v2464
b . Soils and Foundations

Consulting - Testing - Inspecting -

 LABORATORY REPORT ~ March 30, 1962

Deposuted by: Mr. Mlles J. Mltchell : - Sample of . . ORE
10 Santa Margarita Drive : ' : ‘
San Rafael, Caln.form.a

Labty. No. o Mark- |

Percentages

583 . | DDH#2 ~ MERGURY 0,15

~ T _ o . ABBOTA NKS, INC.
im. T By ﬁ)lm

cmos I e Ra}.lphAA. Nice





. - BRANCH OFFICE
. © 130 THROCKMORTON-AVE. .

. Dear‘Mr

. .amount .
- regret
....of our.

-field,

%T;propert

ML VALLEY, CALIF, 9ags2 - |

; iMr{ Miles J. Mitchell
~- .. 10 Santa. Margarlta Drlve
“. . San Rafael

y.Mltchell:

of $38,000.00 on

to say that this'

Association. We

‘ and- cannot be of
“loan.’ f' ’ S

ﬂnD LDHH - . :
HSSUC‘HTIOH PHONE:(AIS)‘45-6-2120

San Rafael, California
‘December 13, 1967

Callfornla 94901

’

" In answer to ySur request fqr'd minéral exploration loan in the
“the Respini Ranch in Marin County, I -

type of loan is not within the policies
are primarily in the residential lending

‘any assistance 'to you for this type of,

If we can aSSlSt you in the future for flnanc1ng residential

;es, please do not hesitate to call on us.

CGHP:fsw. -

Very truly yours,

! o
1 ;;5"/ :

Gerald H., Purcell
Assistant Vipe President

. , . . .
PRINCIPAL OFFICE: 1200 FIFTH AVENUE + SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA 9490z






L " BRANCH OFFICE ]
©© 130 THROCKMORTON 'AVE. .
MILL VALLEY, CALIF. 94942. = -

; ﬂ-r#—x ;
4 { zl leL..-.J E p LS
A

N@’PBWESTEHN

Saﬁ Rafael, California
December 13, 1967

‘Mr. Miles J. Mitchell
10 Santa Margarita Drive-

.. San Rafael, California 94901

Dear Mr. Mitchell:

‘In answer to your request for a mineral exploration loan in the
“-amount of .$38,000.00 on the Respini Ranch in Marin County, I '~

?',regret:to;say that this type of loan is not within the policies
“.of our Association. 'We are primarily in the residential lending

i“ﬁfield, and cannot be of any assistance .to you for this type of
“loan. ’ ‘ - s - : '

"If we can -assist you in. the future for financing residential
.propertles, please do not heSLtate to call on us.

Very'tnuly yours,

.."_/;W/, G D et

(krald H. Purcell
Assistant Vice President

' GHP:fSW?{Ta

- 2 e

PRINCIPAL OFFICE: 1200 FIFTH AVENUE + SAN RAFA.EL,,CALIF'ORN!A 94902






. T Cnblc Address — BANKAMER!CA .

?ﬁ&mﬂ& af Amervicy

NATIO\IAL TRUSR ASSOCIATION

" SAN RAFAEL BRANCH . ‘s 1291 FIFTH AVENUE +: SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA 94501

Mr, Miles J, Mitchell
.10 Santa Margarita Drive
’ _San Ra;ael Califormia

."Dear M, If.ltche_!.l° '

. Your loan‘application for $36,280. for a
. period of 20 yezrs for the purpose of exploring
» . a mineral deposit has been declined as we zre un-
‘able to accomodate this type of credit. The only
" way we could make a 20 year loan would be on a
. real estzte basis; and since you have a lease-
. hold only for mineral rights on this land this is
AR - "not possible. Further, your finazncial statement
P 0 ". . does not indicate sufficient assets to qualify for
B o a.loan of this amount, nor does your income
'}.Llndlcate an abllltj to service the requlrement

AR " Thank you for filing this loan application
.- with us, and we hope to continue to be of service
.- to you on your ordinary banking needs, even though
"+ we. cannot accommodate you.on this particular :
 'tfansact1ona

'Sihcerely,
/ /[/g/p(,/u,v( 2L

qz/Micnelet
As&istant Cashier

‘JIL:nﬁJ"'






N —

T . " Cable Address — BANKAMERICA .

 Bank of Americs

NATIONAL TRUSTAY® ASSOCIATION » o

SAN RAFAEL BRANCH -+ 1201 FIFTH AVENUE +  SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA 94901

December.19, 1967

Mr, Miles J. Mitchell
10 Santa Margarita Drive
San Rafael California

o Dear Mr. I’L‘L‘bcne.Ll

Ybur 1oan appllcatlon for V36 280, for a

';‘ period of 20 yezrs for the purpose of exploring
~a mineral deposit has been declined as we zre un=- .
- able to accomodate this type of credit. The only

way we could make a 20 year loan would be on a
real estete basis, and since you have a lease-

', hold only for mineral rights on this land this is

not possible, Further, your financial statement
does not indicate sufficient assets to qualify for
a loan of thls amount, nor does your income

o 1ndlcate an ablllty to service the requirement.

_ Thank you for filing this loan application
with us, and we hope to continue to be of service
to you on your ordinary banking needs, even though
we cannot accommodate you on thls particular

*.Atransacnlon..‘

Slncerely,

e

~0
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cc:

¥Mr, Miles J. Mitchell
10 Sants Margarits Drive
San Rafael, Califernta 94901

Re:

Dear Mr. Mitchell:

OME-6706 (Mercury)
Respint Ranch

OFFICIAL FILE COPY

Date

Surname

Code

748/68|

(s

120

M/m 120

%

4

7 L)

110

iz (/MM ==

L2 |

1w

/ </

10

20

Marin County, California

A careful review of your application for finmancial assistance te
explore the subject property and of other inforsation avatladle
to us indicates that the probability of disclosing significant
ére reserves on the priperty is not sufficiently promising to
Justify Government participation in the proposed exploratien.

Accordingly, we regret to inform

assistance is denied.

you th,ac your application for

We wish te thank you for your interest in the mimersls eaﬁloratm

program and for bringtng your property to our attentiom.

Director's Reading File

Economic Geology File
g;DME Docket

OME Reading Fil

Region I1 ’

130 -

Mr, Peterson

ECPeterson/bsl 7/8/68

Sincerely yours,

27N\ ‘\}'/

"« F, v? .““v AN
g E. JORNSOR

 Prank E. Johnsen
Chief, Office of

Minerals i:s‘pluutm‘






. . ‘ " OFFICIAL FILE COPY
. ' Code

Date Surname

ME Form 7T | - B 1/d76 :
(2/63) A | - . 1/8/68 k4égkﬁﬂﬁu, 120

120

T 7

2/ '/jixﬁf% 110

July 8, 1968

220

Memorandum

To: The File

From: 'Bdward.C. Peterson
Subject: OME-6706 (Mercury)
' Miles J. Mitchell

Respini Ranch
Marin County, Califomia

Justification for Denial of Application

The OME field examiner found no geologic evidence on the property
to justify further exploration, and he concluded that the
probability of discovering any significant ore reserves with the
proposed exploration was too small to justify Government participa-
tion in the work.

Available information indicates that only small, 1ow grade,
concentrations of mercury-bearing material occur on the property
with little economic potential. Samples taken by the Applicant,
of the best grade of material exposed, assayed less than two -
pounds of mercury per ton.

1 concur with the Field Officer and recommend that the application

for assistance be denied.
ZMQCE@V; |

dward C. Peterson

“cc: Director's Reading File
Economic Geology File
«~OME Docket
OME Reading File
Mr. Peterson

ECPeterson/bsl 7/8/68
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
Office of Minerals Exploration

345 Middlefield Road
Menlo Park, California 94025

0. % 5
F;‘]Z’C EJ‘ wx—,—:

T

Memorandum

To: Chief, Office of Minerals Exploration
Washington, D. C.

From: Field Officer
Region II

Subject: OME-6706. (Mercury)
Miles J. Mitchell
Respini Ranch
Marin County, California

Enclosed is an Application Report on the subject property recommending that

the application be denied on the basis that the geologic probability of
discovering minable ore bodies as a result of the proposed work is too small

to justify Government participation.

H., K. Stager.

"Enclosure





UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

STEWART L. UDALL, SECRETARY

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
OFFICE OF MINERALS EXPLORATION
REPORT OF EXAMINATION

REGION IT

APPLICATION REPORT

OME-6706 (Mercury)
Miles J. Mitchell
Respini Ranch
Marin County, California

By
H., K. Stager

Field Officer
OME, Region II

July 2, 1968
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INTRODUCTION

Mr., Miles J. Mitchell, 10 Santa Margarita Drive, San Rafael, California
94901, applied to the Office of Minerals Exploration for Government assisﬁance
in an exploration project, Docket OME-6706, to exploreAfor mercury on the
Respini Ranch, Marin County, California. The applicant infers the presence
of minable mercury ore bodies along a fault zone in sandstone on the property
and wishes to explore for these ore bodies by diamond drilling from surface
and underground sites,

A review and field examination was requested by the Office of Minerals
Exploration and was made by H, K. Stager, Field Officer, on June 13, 1968,
accompanied by Mr, Miles J. Mitchell and Mr., John D. Swearingen, mining
engineer for the applicant. The applicant's maps and other data were examined
and compared with surface and underground exposures on the property.

SUMMARY

The Respini Ranch property, also known as the Franciscan Mine, contains
a poorly defined, north-striking, fault zone in sandstone and graywacke that
is sporadically mineralized with cinnabar. The applicant proposed to explore
the most favorable area by drilling 14 diamond drill holes from surface and
underground sites., Estimated total cost of the project was $37,245.00, Only
small, low grade, concentrations of mercury-bearing material are known to occur
on the property and the geologic probability qﬁumakipg“3n§§§p%fiqanq”discovery
of minable ore with the proposedrproject is small., There is no geologic
evidence to indicate larger or higher grade oré bodies below the exposures

or elsewhere on the property.





RECOMMENDATTONS
It is recommended that the application be denied on the basis that the

geologic probability of discovering minable ore bodies as a result of the

proposed work is too small to justify Government participation.

e e e ST ame o

T LOCATION, ACCESSIBILITY, AND LOCAL FACTLITTES

The Respini Ranch is in the SWy of T. 4 N., R, 8 W., MDM, Marin County,
California (Fig. 1), along the Arroyo Sausal at an altitude of about 500 feet.

To reacﬁ the property, tha£ is about 10 miles northwest of Novato (the
closest town), drive west on the Hicks Valley Road about 8 miles, turn north
on the Point Reyes-Petaluma Road about one-half mile, then west about 2 miles
to the Barboni Ranch, continue west through the Barboni Ranch about one mile
to the Respini Ranch. Upon entering the Respini Ranch property turn right
(north) on the mine access road, down the Arroyo Sausal, aBout 2,000 feet to
the prospect area. The road is passable to ordinary passenger cars and the
drive from Novato requires about one-half hour.

All necessary serviges, supplies, equipment, and labor are available in
nearby towns, or in the San Francisco area (40 miles). Water is available
from springs and streams on the property. Assay service, at a cost of
$4-$5 per sample for mercury, is available in San Francisco.

PROPERTY

History and Production

Mercury was discovered, north of the Respini Ranch property along Salmon
Creek, in 1910, The Gambinini Mine, about 3 miles northwest, was the first
mine to be placed in steady production and since 1948 this mine has supported

a small retort operation, The deposit on the Respini Ranch was discovered in






1961 by the applicant. Some trenching, diamond drilling, and underground

exploration has been carried on intermittently since that time and a few flasks
of mercury has been produced although no accurate records are available.
Ownership

The property consists of the Respini Ranch, containing about 953 acres,
west of Hicks Vélley and about 10 miles west of Novato, California. The appli—
cant holds a mining lease on the property dated February 3, 1967. A copy of
the lease was attached to the application.

The owner of the property, Mrs. Lydia Respini, refused to execute a Lien
and Subordination Agreements and the applicant stated that a Performance Bond
would be furnished if a contract was approved.

Financial Eligibility

The applicant furnished copies of letters to two banks requesting loans
for the proposed work and also copies of letters from the banks denying the
loans. The applicant proposed to furnish his share of the exploration costs
by supervisory expenses, use of equipment, and in cash,
Development
The property is developed by two crosscut adits, each about 120 feet in
length, and a small open pit. The underground workings are open and accessible.
Surface facilities consist of two Rossi-type retorts, a jaw crusher,
pebble and ball mill, rod mill, a 25 KW generator, and a jeep-mounted auger
drill,

GEOLOGY

Geologic Setting
The Respini Ranch is in an area of low to moderate topography and the rocks

are covered by alluvium, slope wash, and landslide debris, Much of the surface






area is covered by dense vegetation and outcrops are sparse. The prospect
pits, adits, and road cuts expose sandstone and graywacke of the Franciscan
Formation of Jurassic or Cretaceous age. These rocks, in general, appear to
strike northeasterly and dip moderately to the southeast. A fault zone, that
strikes north and dips steeply west, cuts the sedimentary rocks at the north-
east corner of the property and it is along this fault zone that the mercury
mineralization occurs.

Ore Deposits

The mercury-bearing material that has been exposed by open pits and road
cuts consists of thin veinlets and sparse disseminations of cinnabar along

fracture surfaces and in hydrothermally altered graywacke and sandstone,

These concentrations are localized in the north-striking fault zone at the
northeast corner of the property along a strike length of about 800 feet and
across a width of about 100 feet. The largest body, near the north end of

the mineralized zone, has been partly mined by a small open pit about 20 feet
in diameter and a small stope driven upward from an adit below the pit. This
body has yielded a ngjggp§ of tons of cinnabar-bearing material that has been

retorted, or chemically treated, on the property. Recovery was poor and only

a few flasks of mercury was obtained. Only traces of cinnabar are now exposed

T e e

in the pit and adit. Traces of cinnabar are exposed in a short adit about
300 feet south of the open pit but no ore has been mined from this working.
Traces of cinnabar are also reported in the road cut at the south end of the

zone but were not observed.






Sampling

There were no samples taken during tﬁe field examination, Samples taken
by the applicant, of the best grade of material exposed in the surface and
underground workings, assayed less than 2 pounds of mercury per ton. No
cinnabar-bearing material was exposed at the time of the examination that
contains more than about 2 pounds of mercury per ton, by visual estimate.

Ore Reserves

The applicant states that as a result of some diamond. drilling in 1961
a reserve of 6,250 tons of material that averaged 2 pounds of mercury per ton
was indicated. Some of this material was subsequently high graded of the thin
veinlets of cinnabar and yielded a few flasks of mercury. Material of this
average grade cannot be considered as minable ore under current economic con-
ditions. Additional shoots of mercury-bearing material of the same grade
may be present in the deposit but the cost of exploration, mining, and treatment
would exceed the value of the mercury that might be produced.

EXPLORATION

Applicant's Proposal

The applicant proposed to explore the deposit by diamond arilling from
-surface and underground sites. About 2,700 feet of drilling in 14 holes was
proposed at a total estimated cost of $37,245,00. These holes wéuid explore
about 800 feet of strike length on the fault zone to a depth of about 200
feet below the outcrop. The target of the drill holes would be ore shoots
of sufficiently high grade to permit mining by open-pit methods; Previous
drilling (6 holes) and underground workings (2 adits totaling about 300 feet)
in the most favorable part of the deposit were not successful in finding

minable ore shoots and it is not probable that the applicant's proposed

project would be more successful,
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®y@&@ PHOENIX, ARIZONA 8%b04 M. E,

PHONE 258.6543 RECEIVED

GEN. OFFICE - MIN Niﬁqﬂfls, NN]968
June 5, 1968 '

Mr. Miles J. Mitchell :v '

. T A )
10 Santa Margarita Drive | JUN 26 1968
San Rafael, California 94901

| CE OF MINERALS EXPLORATION

Dear Mr. Mitchell: (ST 'SM(E‘S%%:&A%ASL?FRVH

I wish to apologize to you for the delay that we have taken in
answering your letter of April 4, 1968. Your letter was addressed
to our Salt Lake City office and was transferred down to our:Phoenix
office for handling. We operate what is known as the Southwestern
zone and it includes the state of California.

In order to give you an estimate on your diamond drilling that would
be reliable, it would be necessary for us to examine the area to be
drilled. However, we can give you a range of prices that you could
expect to prevail on this work. ‘

It has been our experience in drilling in the mercury zones of
California that you should consider using NX and BX size cores rather
than the EX and AX size that you have indicated. Generally the for-.
mation is very unstable and loosely cemented. It is difficult to
stabilize and to core. Therefore, you should consider obtaining as
large a core as possible.

In the area in which you plan to drill, you could expect a range of
prices commencing at around $7.50 per ft. to $8.00 per ft. with a
high of $10.50 to $11.00 per ft.

Although we would bé very happy to give you a proposal covering your
planned drilling -program, it would have to be with the understanding
that commencement of operations would be dependent upon the availa-
bility of equipment and personnel to carry out the work. The reason
for this is that it is an extremely busy time of the year for us and
we are limited in the number of machines and experienced personnel
that we have available at this time.

We sincerely regret the delay that has occurred in answering your
letter and trust that it did not inconvenience your request too much.

If you should like to receive a proposal from us covering your pro-
posed work, please advise us and we will make arrangements to visit
the area to be drilled to gain the necessary information required
for submitting the bid.

Sincerely,

J.R.Miller:jag" ; Manager, Southwestern Zone
" Contract Drilling Division
DRILLING CONTRACT™ "= . CONSULTING GEOLOGISTS . DRILLING EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURERS
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Te: - Field officer, Reglen II |
Trom:  Chief, Office of Minerals Exploration

Subject: OMK-6706 (Mercury)
“ . Miles J. Mitchell | |

We are referring the subject applicatien te you for further study,
8 field examination, if warranted, and recommendations. :

The Applicsut has furnished most of the iaformstion requested fn |

our letter of March 25. Still lacking, however, is the one addi-’
tiomal drilling bid. Pleass note that if a contract is granted

the Applicant will provide a Performsance Bond im lfew of Lien and

Subordination Agreements. , _
The proposed work (as shown on the enclosed mep) 1s more in the
nature of development rather than explorstion drillimg as many
boles are spaced on intervals of 50 feet or less. In additien,
five heles appear to be collared on ground mot controlled by the
Applicant. Justification of the preposed project without further
_ suspperting geologic evidence is considered remote. e

A revised detailed cost estimate ohould be requested of the
Applicant if a centract 1s recommended. The prasent estimate is
based on the Applicant's propesal to do the drilling himself,
Allowances for perssnal services are considered bigh.

For your recerds, we are enclosing the duplicate of the material

furnished by the Applicant in  respense to our recent letter.

FRANK E. JOHNSOF,
!uﬁ. E. Jolnsen |

cc: Director's Reading File
Economic Geology File
“OME Docket
OME Reading File
Mr. Peterson - 130

ECPeterson/bsl 5/23/68

NG
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10-Santa Margarita Drive

12071 .

San Rafael, Californis 94901

Re: OME-6706 (Mercury)
Miles J, Mitchell .
Marin County, California

Dear Mr. Mitchell:
This will achmwhdge receipt of your letter dated May 6, 1968,

saclosing additional iufermstion in suppert of the subject
application for financial aseistance.

As previeusly indicated, ressenable sllewances are made for

supervisien and technicel services in an OME comtract. This |

- generally includes the employmeat of s full-time geologist-

engineer-supervisor and s part-time consultant. The services
of techaicians and ether non-supervisory parsomal wswally can-
not be justified because of the limited smeunt of work tavelved,

Although further iaformatien may be required, incleding submittal
of an additional drilling did, we are referring the applicatien
for further coasideration to Mr. Rareld X. Stager, Field Officer,
Region 11, ¥. S. Ceological Survey, Building 2, 345 Middleffeld
Road, Memlo Park, Californis 94025. ‘

Mr, Stager will wotify you if he requires sddittomal informstien,
and te arrange for au oun-site examinstion of the property, £if
necessary. T

smea'xely yours,

PRANK E. JOrmeny

Prank B, Joimson
Chief, Office of
Minerals Exploratien

cc: Director's Reading File
Economic Geology File
L OMB- Docket
. OME Reading File
Mr, Peterson :
Region II-w/enclosures =~ 130
ECPeterson/bsl 5/23/68

R





’ May 6, 1968 .

US Depte. of The Interior
Geological Survey
o OME-6706 (Mercury) UE

Gentlemen:

Kindly excuse the delay in forwarding additional information for my
loan application. I requested two diamond drilling estimates, as per
your request, one: from Longyear and one from Boyles Bros. Af%er a
wait over over one month, no response, I must assume. that they are
not interested in such a small contract. However the Boyles Bros
contract estimate is enclosed. Also if satisfactory details of the
contract can be. worked out, I would have no. objection to bonding for
the amount of the loans Am forwarding other data which you requested,

Regarding your question as to the reasoning for the location of the
drill holes, this was spelled out in my original application, How-
ever to repeat, we are probing a N&S fault system with a series of
inclined holes, oriented towards the fault zone, Inclined approximat-
ely 45 degrees to the east. Mercury ore was exposed at a higher elev-
ation on the zone, as stated in the applicatiom. All holes will be
collared in sandstone (Franciscan), and they will be drilled for the
purpose: to. probe: this fault at depth.

Regarding your nullification of any geological or engineering assist-
ance: for the project, speaking as a professional person, it is definet-
ely unthinkable to initiate: a: costly program such as this, relying
soley on a driller and a layman helper, for the responsibility of eval-
uating and correlating results. People in the mineral exploration
industry today are all using trained geologists for this work. Boyles
Bros. uses Eugene Lindsey, a geological consultant, for this area.
Please note his fees for this work do not. cover the complete time
interval of the project. Enclosed find his estimate for geological
work on the project. ~

Regarding managment or supervision of a drilling project, statements
which were made in your recent letter, and the information printed in
your information brochure, are: very obscure. You.state that an engin-
eer or geologist allowances are not permitted, while the brochure
states that the applicant will be required to employ competent tech-
nical help, and further that if the operator is qualified fowospeeific
services and this is provided for in the contract, it is allowable.
The technical personnel vital to a drilling project such as this, must
be provided for. If you would prefer to lump these under the unit
cost per foot, this can be dones  If OME wishes to provide this type
of personnel continually during the project, this would be satisfactory.
, Kindly clarify your position on this issue, 1s it the language or term-
7 inology? Perhaps one should use: the word %echnician in Iieu of geologist
e engineer, or supervisor. Please advise what are your interpretation
e of reasonable technical fees? '
- ‘ Sincerely,

Miles J. Mitchell

179955
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EXCAVATION - GRADING - PAVING - ?ILE DRIVING - DREDGING - CRANE WORK - DEMOLITION'

1 SIMMS STREET SAN RAFAEL., CALIFORNIA 94901
456-9604

May 1L, 1968

Mr. M. Mitchell .
10 Santa Margarita Drive
San Rafael, Cglifernia

Dear Sir:s

" Relative to exploeratery drilling eon the Respini Ranch, we
submit herewith the fellowing:

N\

A. Grade road to and prepare eleven (11) drill sites

B. Moving ef skid-meunted drill te eleven (11) Drill
Sites : : : '

Tetal - $3400.00

Vefy truly yeurs,

" FGM/3bn





'Harthwestarn Savings; & Loan
1200 Fifth Ave. )
San Rafael, Calif.

Loan Depari;ment
Gentlemens | : , .

The purpose of this letter is- to maké a fcrmal applieation for the
 sum of $38,000, for underwriting the cost of explering a deposit of
mercury, fzich 13 Yocated in Northern Marin Commty. - ‘
As you people have carried the- mortgage on my hsme I relt that a
loan of thls nature would be appropriate, the terms of s&id 1oan to
be mutually agreed upfn at. sane future meeting. :

' Hoping to hear frém you promptly, I remain,

. Miles J. Mitchell






December 13, 1967

Bank of Amerieca
San Rafasl Branch
San Rafael, Calif.

Atten. Loan De;aarﬁaenfh. '
Gmﬁmnt ' V - -
I wish to apply fer a 20 ysar .'Loan for the sum ef $36%280inmr the

purpom of exploring a mercury deposit i3 located the
cks Hountam area of mrthm Marm éounty, mﬂy the Respini

' Baneh property.

I hmn a valid m}.aration and dwelapmt asrment with the land ' ‘ |

- owner, am a professional mining gmlogixt, and have &cme 'mzsiness

with your bmrcr some 25 yms. "
o . 3 si:n "
o ’ Hiles&'.mtcheil






EUGENE H. LINDSEY consulting geologist

center street berkeley, californta 548-0560

Apr. 30, 1968

Mr., Miles J. Mitchell
10 Santa Margarita Dr.
San Rafael, Calif,

Dear Sir: ’
I have your letter of april 23, and I must apologize for being
somewhat late with an answer. ' :

My fees are $100.00 per day and expenses, which in your case,
would be milage only. Total cost waild depend on what services
you wanted. To simply log the core and submitt a log along with
a summary of the entire project would require about 16 days. To
submitt a sunmary for each hole would require about 20 days. In
the above cases marking core sections to be assayed is included,
but actually splitting the core is not. If you should require any
interpretation of the cores based on other drill holes or surface
geology, and perhaps some changes in hole lengths andlocations
based on surface geology or drilling results something in the order
of 30 days might be reguired. -

Because of a very heavy schedule this spring and coming summer
I cannot promise at this time to be available when you start drilling.

‘Sincerely yours,

/fL;t;yowx_ﬂm,/i/i 5;;iiﬁ7éz;,
s

Eugene H. Lindsey





DIAMOND CORE DRILLING nv‘es 'rns . General Offices and Plant
DIAMOND DRILLING EQUIPMENT 1624 Pioneer Road P. O. Box 58

‘G
FOUNDATION TESTING DRILLING COMPANY SALT LAKE CITY. UTAH 4110
MINING ¢¢,¢$ 7_3671
QUARRYING
SHAFT SINKING CONTRACTORS-ENGINEERS-GEOLOGISTS BRANCH OFFICES
TUNNEL DRIVING PHOENIX
MINE PLANT DESIGH Highway 40 at Lincoln Turn-off RENO
g ! f 5POKANE.
AND FABRICATION 2 -+ Miles Wesr of Auburn, California ng\:i,l':;
P. C. Bos 832 Atcburn, California 95603 SANTIAGO, GH:itE
Phones. Office: (916) 885-6581 Telex: 37-7L90 LIMA, PERU
Home: Carmichael, Calif.
(916) 944-1697

Mre Miles Je Mitchell
10 Santa Margarita Drive
San Rafael, California

Dear Sir:

The following proposal is submitted for drilling 3 holes undere
ground and 11 holes from the surface, total footage 2,700 linear feet,
at the Franciscan Mine on the Respeni Ranch apprOXLmately 15 miles
west of Novato, California,

We recommerd the first hole be started BX size and reducing to
AX if necessary,

1 = Mobilization and demobilization of
equipment to job site. Lump Sum 1,00,00

2 = Moving between holes and setting up,
includes sebting up on first hole,

1 set ups - - - 80400 Each 1,120,00
3 = Core Drilling - AX BX

0 to 300 feet in depth 6415 7.75
L - Reamingz and casing if required per In Ft 2450 -

RS2y

~ Cementing, redrilling cement or
mixing drilling mud, = - per Hour 22,00
plus cost of cement, additives or -
drilling mud.

For underground drillings:

Mobilization and demobilization
of Air Compressor Lump Sum 300,00

Rental of air compressor per Month 850,00

We will supply cardboard core boxes.

You supply reasonable access to work areas, including any dozer
work required on access roads or drill stationse

You supply an adequate source of water at the job site.





. Miles Je Mitchell . Page 2
April 17,. 1968

BOYLES BROS. DRILLING CO.

Concerning a geologist for this work, we recommend you contact
Mr. Eugene He Lindsey, Consulting Geologist,: 12015 Center Street,

Berkeley, California.

Mr. Lindsey is a very capable geologist and has done geological
work on the cinnebar property a few miles north of your property, so

he is familiar with the general area.

We hope you are successful in your application for an 0.M.E.
loan and woula anpreciate the opportunity of answering any questions

you may have ahout this proposal or the work.

Thank vou for calling on use

Very truly yours,

EO"’LF'S EROS. DRIILE\IG COMPANY

\ ( 2((\1’ L éLL 9{
Peter Cheble*, District Lhnager
PC/jg

cc: Manager Drilling Operations
Boyles Brose, S. L. C.
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Mr, Miles J. Mitchell |
10-Sants Margarita Drive
San Rafael, Califonh 94901 4 L
h: O®-6706 (Mercury) : ' _. ’\ .
. . Miles 3. Mitchell : S SR
/ ’ - . Respini Ranch . ‘ : o _\ A:’\;\g
< . Merin County, Califernia - : VR
Dear Mr. Mitchell: - - ’ | \\
3 ) . | \
/ Ve hsu a0t received a reply to our lct.ter of March 25, !968. \\
‘ requasting sdditional information necessary te continwe the ' \\
"/,-:, pzoceuhz of your application.
IR Will yeu please iaform us vhea we may expect the required
b dcu. 1f you have decided to withdm the application, plcase

Sincerely yours,

Frank E. Jobason
Chief, Office of
‘Minerals Exploratieon

cc: Director's Reading File
Economic Geology File
Docket =
OME Reading File
Mr., Peterson
Region II

ECPeterson/bsl  5/20/68 - | . . |
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Mr, Miles J, Mitchell " MAR 2 5 1968 |-
10-Santa Margarita Drive _ : Ll
San Rafsel, California 94901 - ' PAN a g L 223;;
. ' . ' : IZ
Re: OME-6706 (Mercury)

Miles J. Mitchell
Respini Ranch B
Marin County, mlifomu

Mn'ur, Kftcml'itﬁ. -

A preliminary review of your application for assistance in exploring’
the subject property indicates that the following additional
informatien is needed before we can continue its processing.

Furnish copies of yeur cerrespondence to the two banks requesting an
exploration loan. The letters should state the smount of ths loan, A
‘purpose, date, and terms requested. Your statement that the lean . \
request was cenducted erslly with the banks is net sufficient for our
records. o : 0

We note that Mrs. Lydis Respini, the owner of the subject property, . \
has refused to execute the Lien apd Subordination Agreements., In this ‘
case we must advise you that in the event of an exploratien contract,
the Covermment will require you to submit a Performance Bond or an -

Affidavit of Individual Surety equal to its share of the estimated BN
cest of the work., Please advise 1f you are willing to submit such & AN
bond at that time. A Standard Performance Bond Porm 25, and a LA
Standard Affidavit of Individual Surety Form 28 are enclosed for your (S

ltﬂdyo_

Altheugh you indicate that you intend to perferm the proposed drilling -
with your own equipment and personnel, it will be necessary for you to .
; support the estimsted cests for this werk by submitting bids from at 3
A least two independent drilling contracters. Alse, twe additienal bids
. for the propesed bulldezing should be furnished if pessible,

Please note that nl}wﬁh costs tmder an OME contract do not include |
" full beok value allewances te the Operator for his equipment used en
f a contract. Rather, for each piece of his equipment used on & project






vooe e N +

tte @anen is mmaud by nuowtus d-proeutm to eho extent of
1/60th e2 the fair markst velue of the equipment or fts beok valus,
whichever s Sess, for each meuth nsed. JIf the mimt is rented,

& fatr vental ahnm per woath is anmd

A m or ahmh shewing the prmrty 1inss and cornars in relskiem
ts present and propss ed workings sdould be mmuw m wp» Mtud
do net give these devails.

In addftion, the prepesed wewk should be described fully, {ndisating
depths and inslinatiens ef the preposed holu, and zcologu junuuum
for placing the holes in the Mﬁm

Dader an OME opntrast, rumblc uuasmmt ana udu for supervisien and
technical sexvices., However, allowances for & full-time gensultant ex
nen-supervisery enginesr er gecolegist are not allewable conts in & contrast,

This xequest for additienal {nformatien should net be comstrued as a
sommituant by the Governmaut te grant an expleratien contraet. We shall
hold the further prosess of your applicstien wu;n the dats ave received.

Iiwoly yours, |
FRANK E. ICHs “",
Frank E. Jehnsen

Chief, Office of
Miwexals Ksploration

" Enclosures

cc: Director's Reading File
Division File
Economic Geology File
OME File ’
OME Reading File
Mr,. Peterson .
Region II

ECPeterson/bsl 3/25/68






San Rafael, California 94901 -

- Dear Mr. Mitchell:

© March 14, 1968

Mr.:uilesAJ. Mitchell';-
10-Santa Margarita Drive

"Subject: OME-6706

Yout»application for exploration assistancé, dated ‘
January 25, 1968, submitted to our office at Menlo Park,
California, has been assigned Docket No. OME-6706.

Please identify all fntdre correspondence relating to
your application by this docket number.

Sincerely youfs,_

. Frank E. Johnson
- Chief, Office of.
Minerals Exploration

Copy to Roglom 1Y
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