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Box 1 
Arco, Idaho 
Jan. 1, l%7 


Administrator 
Defense I1inerals Exploration Administhation 
U.S. Departnt of the Interior	 Re: 
Washington 2S, D. C. 


Dear ILr. Nittendorf:


Docket No. DMEA-1.l93 Copper 
Rattlesnake Copper Nine 
Butte County, Idaho 


Dia arecent letter from Mr. Weissenborn of the Spokane, Wash-
ington DMEA office I was advised to request diredtly from Washington the 
information I had requested regarding the assay results of samples taken 
when the	 field team examined the Rattlesnake Copper properties. On 
a recent trip to Spokane I had examined the results, but would like to 
have a copy of my own and compare the assay values with those taken from 
areas of the orebody which had not been subjected to thirty years of 
leaching.


At the present time plans are being made to further examine 
the property and the general area geologically and study the croppings 
of sedimentary formations and the alteration halos of unexplored areas 
of mineralization. The continuity of mineralization of the Last Chance 
Ore Body continues to haunt those who previously considered the area to 
be purely Epithermal and examination of other orebodies at lower depth 
will eventually follow. 


Whatever information you can give inc on the results of assays 
and tests made on the ore will be appreciated. 


Sincerely yours, 


Donald G. Dahle











OF .
UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIO 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATIO 


So. 157 Howard Street 
Spokane 14 Washington


December li,• 1956 


Mr. George C. Selfridge, Chairman 
Operating Committee, DNEA 
Departnent of the Interior 
Washington 25, D. C.


Re: Docket No. DMEA- 14193 (Copper) 
Donald G. Dahie 
Rattlesnake Copper Mine 
Butte County, Idaho 
(Denied Application) 


Dear Mr. Seifridge: 


Enclosed are two copies of a letter from Mr. Donald G. 
Dahie requesting that certain documents supporting his application 
for exploration assistance be returned to him. 


Supporting documents, numbers 1, 2, and 3, were trans-
mitted to Washington on February 21, 1956, along with Mr. Dahie's 
application. It would be appreciated if you would return these 
to him.


Sincerely yours, 


0 E cJre 
A. E. Weissenborn 
Executive Officer, DMEA 
Field Team, Region I, NW Dist. 


Enclosure 


cc: USBM (2) 
Nickelson


%4j 
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•	 3oeket o.	 193 (Coper) 
Jtt1eaxake ope Mine 
butte Cowity, iao 


	


•	 •(uie	 pUcaticz) 


Dear . Usb1: 


ThLs s. in re).y to your 1ettex of J)eceuer 10, 1956, 
a44z'essed to W. owsz ice1&c of tha office. 


zecord* eor that theze ere t1we spoztn ocu-
nts to youx api1cat.on that you wanted r.tirne4 to y. Thse



dcun*nts were sønt to r aebin6to, t. C. office a1cn with youz

appUcatic@, We ruested that they be 'eturd to	 diat1y. 


th regard to rour requcst at âS&3T resulta, I a sorry 
tt w i.n the fi*1 re not rdtte to divulge this iotoristion. 


ou sight resst this I tri*ti frorn Mr. . 0. inI6tto, ttense Minerals p1oraticm 4nistra 
tim, te*rt**ut of the Interior, Wsshingtc 25, 1). i. 


you are success1ul in expoa,.n fresh i1ecie groun4 
M cain show that this has ccstderabie copper ctent, 'wt 


be gIa to cs*Lder a new sp1ication as zenticned in ). Kit dorts 
•	 letter *t ugust 23, 1956.	 • 


	


• •. •,	 ,•	 incerel yo, 


	


• •	 •	 enborn 
xecutv øtfieer, 


•	 • •	 • :	 •ite1dThsi,!egicni,MWDist..
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4,. Whitcn	 I 


Ice*r 11 956 


G'g C. Se1A'4p, C1*jri*	 •. 
Ope*ting Coiittee, ENA 
ipertnt of the Thtericr	 • 
Wubtngtn 23, D. C.	 ••	 • • 


ot o. aA93 (Ccp) 
•	 •	 Donsi4 G. 1*biø 


R*tti*iusak, CQPDOr *i** 
Butte Cty	 ho •	


• (I)i*d ppiieaticm) 


er Mr. $e1ride: 


•	 nc1oe.4 are two ciea of a 3ettøz tro ). Dom3 G. 
b1. requesting that certain 1ocuaenta auppoz'ting bin Uti*i 


toi' ezplcrstica aa*iatance be returned to ia. 


OpertLng 4ocat$, wbers 3., 2, and 3, were 
*nttted to aehington	 ebruar 22., 1956, a3.cmg wftb . h2.'e 
$D11tC*tiC, It vt*14 be eppreciate U au w**34 return these 
to • ht. ,	 • •• • 


•	
•	 ireiy yours, 


. . Wiaei*s*n 
ecut1 )tticar,	 Jt 


Yiel4	 iegi X, NW Diet.
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Spcane , Washington \2\ 


Mr. Doa].d. G, Dahle 
Post Office BQx I 


•	 Arco,Ideho	 0 


Re: Docket No. D)&193 (Ccpez) •


	


	 ttlesn&e Cc'pper Mine 
Butte County, Idaho 
(Dented. App1caticn) 


•	 Dear Mr, b1e: 


Thi is in reply to your letter of Aceiter 10, 1956, 
addressed to Mr. IIovazd Nikelson of this office. 


Our records show. that there' were three supporting docu 
rient,s to your application that you wanted. returned to you. These 
4ocunte were sent to our ubington, 1). C. office along vith your 
application. We reciuested that they be returned, to you iirthate1y. 


With regard. to rour request of assay results, I aa sorry 
but we in the field are not permitted. to divulge this information. 
iLowever, you might reeet this information from Mr. C. 0. 
Mittendort, 4mir4strator, tense Z4inera3.s zp1oratjon ministra 
tion, Departzr*nt of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C. 


It you are successful in exposing fresh unleached ground 
and can show that this has a considerable copper content, we wiU 
be g14 to consider a nev apUcation as ntioned in Mr. Mitteudort's 
letter of ugust 021, 1956. 	


0 


Eincerely Yours, ' 	
• 	 0 	 • 


A. . Wetssenbcrn 
00	


0 	 ecutie Officer, L*(EA 
0 	


FilId. i'e*zL, Region i, NW Diet. 


cc'DA (2)	 • 
•	 USBM(2)	 ••	


I.	 0 	 0 


Nickelson	 0







UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATiON



WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


*'. Deasid .	
i4LIG 11956 


Foot Offirne $0z 1 


	


•	 &mz .ek.t lo. aw. hl) (Cq.r) 


	


•	 *&14 G. ih1* 
•	 attLooaake Ceaz *Li 


t4 Oou', ie1 


Ir.	 ilez 


toar 1*tt' of &zgst 10, 16,. in *ie 701 riut 
iifcsii*tion about tb.tri 	 a been rseeied. 


The Defense Ktasrela plsr.tioe £i*1stration .s 
*14 in the .1erstion f lheri*t pssita. We are .esl.aiig 


* 0,' 0'f	 &	 St au1 *0 i*S*dIS4 1* *hiek e baTe 	 St)OOtS4 
the z'*ti. of nt,ibnttens in *erj pr.,1.eta, We are alae on 


a sow .1 * p*.t .stttl.4 'm Defense liasrels pl.-' 
ration ?.p'es.' 


Ye get the seceasezy iafornatton coacmrai * 
progran tksrs aay be in tkeri, it would be Mvis.ble to 'its to: 


aw at.ila Y1sion 
Monie tarnrtj C'aiasoa 
1s*iajto* 25, . C. 


We rqrat that wo wore nsbL to act fuorab) 0* jenr 
application aM r.ttorsto set sta.ts*4 that, if futar• iasrk in the 
sedinsatary r.ck* on o.r peperty er seek b.i dens on ecas asar 
property reveals .viN. iiok onld eatsrial alter oir spinica, 
be aaserad 1* will be pia*asd to ooasir a sew ap$tion. 


Vs wiá to thank jee again tsr yo* i.nt.rait . in the D1aae 
insra1a Pr.gz** end let bria&i yom r.perty to enr attention, 


	


• • WPKlugescheid/er 8/i/S6 •	 jeers, 


	


Copy t o: Docket	 •	 • • / 
•	 Admr At 1'i1e	 •	 C.O.Mite0' 


•	 Op. Committee	 •	 • 


•	 Base Iieta1s 
•	 Mr. Pennington,UbB	 • Li*iatr*tsr 
•	 i'ir.. Kiilsgaard, USGS 


•	 Region I, NW. Dist. (2) • 
•	 •	 •	 Chron.	 •	 •
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Box 1 
Arco, Idaho 
August 10,


r' 


Mr. C. 0. Mittendorf 
Administrator, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


U. S. Department of The Interior 
Washington 25, D. c.	


tte: Docket No. DMEA-4193 
Donald G. Dahie 


Dear Sir:	
Rattlesnake Copper 
Butte County, Idaho 


Although I do not expect to alter your decision concerning 
my application to DMEA for assistance in taking another look at the 
mineral potential of the property concerned, I do feel that another 
note or two may be worthwhile. I think the DMEA occupies a unique 
position in the mining industry at the present time. Who in his 
right mind would invest good money in a mineral exploration project 
that the DMEA with its staff of trained personne& turned down? Who 
would risk money where the Govt. won't risk a few bucks? At the pres-
ent time the Federal Government determines in large measure which pro-
perties will be explored and developed and which will not. Combine 
this with the unattractiVpySCale8 of Government seiQe and you 
wonder where all of the good geologists are. -I don't *ish to say 
that DMEA geologists are under par, they aren't. Every one I know 
is a good man doing a good job, but I do think they are inclined to 


follow a few too many by the thumb rules and stand a little too close 


to the text books. 


I am aware too that a lare number of the presently known 
mineral discoveries will never be worthy of further development. Mine 


may belong in this catagory. However I am sure that sooner or later 
an exploration program with Govt. participation will be undertaken 


•	 there and that further production will result therefrom. The bismuth 
the U.S. Bureau of Mines was looking in 1945-6 is still standing there 


and the Last Chance Lead-Zinc will probably be reopened. The Ella 
and the Saint Louis mines await exploration below the lavas. 


You have heard all of this before I am sure, but while I am 
writing, will you tell me if DMEA has any program as yet on thorium? 
Do you know, or are you able to tell us yet if a purchase program is. 


anticipated? 


I appreciate what DMEA is doing and dont mean to be a "sore-
head" because my little deal wasn't considered worthy. Thank you for 
your consideration, and I will appreciate what information you may 
be able to give on the thorium.


Very tri1y yours, 


Donald G. Dahie
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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION



WASHINGTON 25, D.C.


File Copy 
urnthne j 
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4U1.17lggs 


. De*ald . Dob.ie 
F..t Of ftc. k 1.	 S 


Ar.., ida.* 


•	
Re: bcket k.. aA3 (Capper) 


koi]d 3.	 ,.. •	
&atfl.sn.k. G.9per Wiis 
Litt Co*rtj, I4a.. 


.r Mr. ehie: 


Tour letter of J* 1, l6,, app.aling onr denial ot 
j	 application f.r Uparstion asaistanc. on te abovs.sntio2*d 
property * bean reasivod. 


WO have again r*vie4 tLl the infornatian available to 
hare in Wsahingto* eanoerning thic proeat a*4 4* not f..l that 
sre are ttici.nt fxvarabI. gc3.ogis eritaria to navraat $ovsr*. 


isent participation. lIe ert tbepatere r ttjra er 


U f*ta ..rt in the ssdiasatAry reeks 0* 70*? property 
or rk bsi*g don. e* o. n.&rb r prop.rij raveale viden.e tch 
easid *nt.rbllj sltw this opinion, be ensured we iU . pl.aa.d 


eoeaidsr a now ap3iention. 


We nta to thank yen again for yà*r interest in the 
1snea lttn.ra3 ? .grn. a*d for briaging y.ur wa$r4y to our 
*ttonti*. 


WPKlugescheid/er 7/l1&16/S6 
Copy to: 0ocket	 S 	 • 


Op Committee	 CO MlttI?fldorf 


Base Metals 
•	 •	 Mr. Pennington, USBM 


Mr. Kiilsgaard, USGS 
Region I, NWDist. (2) 	 5 


•	 Chron.	 •
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• UNITED STATES 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMIN ISTRATION 



WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


*r. Donald 0. hls 
Post Office Box I • 
Arso, Z4aho


• R: Docket No. U4193 (Copper) 
Donald 0. DehIe 
Rattlesnake Copper Nine 


	


•	 lutte County, Idaho 


DosrMr.Dahl. 


Your letter o Jun. 12, l96, appealing our denial of 
your application for expleratLon assistance on the abore-ientioned 
property has been received. 


We hay, again reviewed all the inferiiatio* availAbl, to 
u her. in Washington ooneerningthis project and do not feel that 
there are szffisent favorable ge*logic eriteria to warrant Govera. 
went participetion, We nust therefore reaffira our denial. 


*ould yen at sca. fnture t.ne obtain favorable infer ation 
concerning the .ccwnos of ccercia. deposits ii the *ediaentary 
reck3, awth.r application could then be aubaitted. 


We wish to thank you agin for yr interest in the DoZens. 
Nincrals ?rgr and fer bringing your property to our attntion. 


Sincerely vurs, 


WPKlugescheid/er 7/il/S6 
Copy to: Docket 


AdmrRFjle	 • 
Op. Committee 
Base Metals 
Mr. Pennington, usi 	 Ainiatrater. 
Mr. Kiilggaard, USGS 
Region I, NW Dist. (2) 
Chron.	 .•
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June 12, 1956
1r(t9 


Mr Mittendorf, Administrator, 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 
Ti. S. Department of The Interior 
Washington 25, 1). C.


Re:. Docket No. DMEA-4193(Copper) 
Donald G. h1e 
Rattlesnake Copper Mine 
Butte County, Idaho 


Dear Mr. Mittendorf: 


Ihave received your letter of June 4, and admit that your 
decision is not a complete surprise. However, in the hope that the 
decision may e appealed, I am writing to further explain my reasons 
for trying to reopen the property. 


No doubt the samples taken by your examining team were 
not as strong as we hoped; and I am aware of the limited size of 
actual orezone. It is neither rich nbig, but I was'IToping your 
field examining team would be impressed by the strength and size of the 
mineralized zone surrounding the actual ore zone. I had picked the 
Copper Veifio center my exploration below the level iecause it seemed 
the logical location for a central shaft should the sediments blow 
the andesite-rhyolite surface flows prove to be commercially mineral-
ized. I am not trying. to convince EA that the small copper showing 
in the Pump or Copper Vein is a significant copper occurence in itself. 
I do feel though that if this district has any mineral production 
potential it will have to be explored at depthufficieflt to examine 
the sediments which underlie the mineralized area. As yet no mining 
activitirhave extended below the level reached in the Last Chance 
Vein during and after World War LIE, and if the conditions below are to 
be determined in the near future or during peace-time it will have to 
be done by someone with some knowledge of the diEtrict and the property, 
and with some faith in more favorable mineral conditions below. The 
surface conditions in the area are weak except for surface enrichment. 
Some supergene enrichment has been encountered also, but for the most-
part the lavas seem to be a poor host. All I had hoped for was some 
DMEA assistance while I try to prove, at least as far as possible,whether 
the district has a fubure at depth. It will nov;dout be done eventually. 
why not now? With a little encouragement from DMEA I think I have 
sufficient backing to give this thing a good try. 


Very sincerely, 


Donald G.	 hle. 


E N G I N E E R S	 CONTRACTORS
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ó	 •, \JJ	 UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION SOO 
WASHINGTON 25 D C 


*r. aed U. Dobi.	
V0 


Post Office jox I 
AX*O, Idaka


*st Docket io. AI93 (copper) 
Doneld 0. DsZIs 
Rattlesnake G.ppar Mine 
3*tt. Ccnniy, idahe 


sar Mr. flile: 


T.*r application for aid far an exp3orattoa pr&j.*t sad ether 
data &vatlaba to *s in ahi. a retsrrizg to the aboye-ar property 
M'v. boon r.ieed. 


Pr&j.cta appr.d by the Detsmze Minerals ploration Aãinis-
tretion st, in its 3ndgasnt, show iait prooias of yielding *at.rials 
,1 acceptable grad. in qnaatiti.s that will sig*Uis.atly inprors the 
*ineal aqp]y position tar the latioaal Isfon.. ?rogr. 


Careful st*dy of all otir infornation, altkougk noti, a saU 
oat .f narginel or. en your slain indicates to s that the probability 


•t disclosing signifisezt ninable ore reserves by you proposed prr 
in a.4 snfficientiy prc.isii to usti4 U.verst psriielp.tien. We 
regret to advise yew, *idOr those ciroztas, that yo' application 


	


•	 for p1 ation aesistsnos is 	 ied... •	 • 


	


. ,iMz to thank you far your interest in 	 f 
•	 Pr.gra* and. for bi'isgiai your pro.r to our attontt.n. 


• •	 • • • •	 *ins.r.ly yours, 


Q M1tteopf 
iKluge scheid/er 6/1/56 


	


•	
• Copy to: 'ocket	


• LIiftti1ator 


•	 AiTir1i1ile	 ••	 •	 • 
•	 Up. Committe.e	 S 


	


• •	 •	 • Mr. Pennington, TJSBIj 
•	 ur. Kiilsgaard, USGS. 


•	 Base Metals.	 • 
•	 •	 •	 Region I, N	 ist (2)	 •	 •	 • 


Chron.	 •	 •	 • •.	 •	 •	 •
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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 	 5cJQ 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


June 1, 1956 


Memorandum 


To:	 The Administrator 


From:	 Chief, Base Metals Division 


Subject: Denial of Application for Docket No. DiYLtA- .Ll93 (Copper), 
Donald G. Dahle, Rattlesnake Copper Mine, Butte County, 
Idaho 


The cited application, dated February 15, l956,was received 
by this office on February 2L1.. 


The Applicant proposes to rehabilitate part of the Name Adit 
to permit access to the Spar and Pump veins. The estimated footage of 
rehabilitation necessary is 9LiO and the expenditure involved would be 
approximately $12,000.00. 


After completing the rehabilitation, the plan is to explore 
the Pump vein below the Name level by means of approximately 1,350 feet 
of diamond drilling. The estimated cost of this work would be about 
$7,500.00.


The Field Team examined and sampled the Pump and Spar veins 
on March 28 and 29, 1956. 


The Spar vein is narrow and slightly mineralized from the 
Name adit to a small stope; from the stope to the face of the drift 
the vein widens to about three feet. 


SAMPLES 


Width	 Ozs. of
	


Ozs. of	 Per cent 
Description
	


Sample	 Au per ton
	


Ag per ton	 Copper 


Face of the drift
	


2.5'
	


22.1	 0.28 
Northeast end of stope
	


3.0'	 0.02
	


8.6	 0.38







I	 . 
This vein has one small stope near the face of the drift where 


the vein averages 2 to 3 feet wide. The stope is 25 feet long and was 
mined to a height of 12 to hi. feet above the back of the drift. 


The Pump vein has a small stope approximately 30 feet long, 6 
feet wide, and 25 feet high which was mined by the Applicant's father. 
Dahie reports that 500 tons of ore averaging 3.0 to Lt.0 per cent copper 
and 12.0 to 15.0 ounces o± silver per ton were shipped from this stope. 


SANPIJS 


Width	 Ozs. of	 Ozs. of	 Per cent 
Description	 Sample	 Au per ton	 Ag per tori	 Copper 


In drift south of 
Marne adit	 3.0'	 Trace	 0.15	 0.11 


Across vein on pillar 
in stope	 7.0'	 0.OLi.	 10.2	 0.55 


Vein near northeast 
end of stope	 Li..Li.'	 0.05	 3.0	 0.17 


Sixty feet from face 
of drift (pod)	 2.5'	 0.02	 3.).i.	 0.58 


Southeast end of the 
stope 2.7'	 0.02 )i.3 0.15 


Stringers 2.0'	 0.06 2.2 0.10 


Stringers 2.0'	 0.07 2.6 0.18


Assays of samples cut by the Field Team on the fringes of the 
stope indicate less than 1.0 per cent copper andáfew ounces of silver. 


The principal production of the area has come from the Last 
Chance and Hornsilver mines. The Last Chance ore shoot was mined for lead, 
zinc, and silver for 500 feet down its dip. The enriched portion of the Last 
Chance stope was well above the level of the Name adit; consequently, there 
is little possibility that the grade of the ore will increase at depth. 


The opinion of the Field Team is: "There seems to be no justi-
fication for drilling the Pump vein below the level and we recommend that 
the application 'be denied."


- 







.	 S 


The commodity members of the Geological Survey and the Bureau 
of Mines concur with the conclusions of the examiners. 


The grade is so low in copper that such a large expenditure 
for rehabilitation is certainly not warranted. The pods which have been 
found are so small that they could not contribute to the defense reserve, 
and we agree with the recommendations of the Field Team and the commodity 
members that a denial is in order.


W. R. ti old
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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION	 5yJ 


WASHINGTON 25, D.C.


.	 i 
SIWMI L7?U 


$eaorand*


Tb. £teinistrstor 


Chief, ieee Netals Divi*ion 


8bj.et, Dsni*l of Application tar Dcket No. riALA .4L93 (Copper), 
Denald (1. . Dahi., Zattlesaske Copper t4ine, *tt. County, 
Id*o 


The cited a,p1icstian, dated P.br*ary 2$, 1956, was received 
by this office o POr%Iary 214. 


The Applicaut proposes torshabi]itat part of the Kern. Adit 
to p.i'*it accss,s to the Spar and Pulp Vwt*s. The estt*steci toot*. at 


• rehabilitation n.cesury is 9140 and the .xpsnditvr. involved woeld be 
appr.ziaat.27 $12,000.00. 


&fter ccap1etisg the rehabilitation, the plan is to explore 
the Pomp vein below the $&roe lSvel by neans of aWr.xi**tely 1,30 f..t 
of dianond drillinj. The estiwated cost of this work woald be abont 
$7,500.00.


The tiild t.se mtn.d md aaiutplsd the Pip and Spar veins 
onKszeh28aud29,1956.	 . 


The Spar vein is narrow and slightly aiaera.11sed fron th. 
Kern. adittoa aisil stop; tro the stope to th. face of the drift 
th. vein	 about three feet. 


$AI1PJS 


Width 0*.. of	 0*.. .f	 Per sent 
g$CXiPti	 .	 5$j•$	 .	 L.'2!	 J!Ppr 


Pae of the drift	 2.5'	 O.O	 22.1	 0.28 
Northeast end of etope	 3.0' ..	 0.02	 8.6	 0.38
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/


T141 ?en b*s .n. w41 øtp. iur th. f*eo ot the 4Xitt wtt.r. 


*1*d to * height et 12 to 1 t*eb Oeiv* th. b*c of ths drift. 


The P'irp vtn baa a small atop	 spp'.ximatsi 30 t..t	 ea*, 6 
st v14, and t test hi	 %ic was *insd	 the £pp1ie**t. Ssth.r. 


reparts that OO +.es •.f	 'e	 virsgtng 3.0 to k.O per sent op.t 
ar4 12,0 to 3S.G oiioes ot silver per ton wez'e shipped tr	 thi* stops. 


Oss.	 Qt	 Osi.	 St	 l'sroeutr 


Zn *ttt Huts ot 
Mailis adit	 3.0'	 0.13. 


v.0 on pU1ar 
in etop	 T0'	 O.0L	 14.t 


Vein near northeast 
end of stpe	 h.h'	 0.0.	 3.0	 0.).? 


ix1r te*t froø faca 
St dx'tCt (pod)	 tJ'	 3.li 


eoth.aet end Q1	 he 
stops	 2.1' 


2.0'	 eO6	 2.2 


2.0'	 o.ot	 2.6	 0.18 


Asaa5 ot ftsMpIe$ Cut by the Field t4s* n the triage. ot the 
stop* udic*t. 3..sa ths X,O per ot copr and'sw ou1s,s of stLv,r. 


The rietpa1 prQdctien of	 *t.& has co*. frø the Last 
aa4 Rornitilv,z' ai*si. 	 The kst Chance r. &*ot was *iasd for lead, 


sine, aM silver tar %OO test 4qwn ts 4ip,	 2a s*iohed portion of ths Last 
Cheikas stops yes well sboi's the 1s 1 sl 4t the I(..rn. adit; coassq*snt1y, there 
is Ut1. possibility that the tiiu2s ot the oz'e viU inereas. at depth. 


Tb. opiuion c the Ttsld	 a* is, 5Th.r. sees. to	 uo 3nstL, 
Si.*tio* for driuing the ?u	 ?ein bslw the level and we reaossnd that 
the apphtsetion be dsnied.'











OF	 El'	 EFERTO: 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
WASHINGTON 25. D.C.


May 23, 1956 


Re: IZ1EA 14193 
Donald G. Dahle 
Rattlesnake Mine 
Butte County, Idaho 
$19, 1i52.60	 .Copper 


Memorandum 


To:	 W.. R. Griswold, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 N. E. Nelson, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of Field Team report 


The applicant requested assistance in rehabilitating an 
adit in an: old mine and exploring by diamond. drilling a m.l1 lens 
of copper-silver ore. The applicant opened. the adit to a point 
beyond. the vein • he proposed. exploring, the Pump. 


The e,rminers sampled points in the Pump and Spar veins 
and except, for some silver found the veins almost devoid, of values. 
This fact, coupled with the expectation that the to nnage is smil1, 
caused the e7Rmlners and the Field Team to recoimnend denial of the 
application. 


I concur with that reco'wnendation. 


N. B. Nelson











OF


UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF' THE INTERIOR



BUREAU OF' MINES 



WASHINGTON 25, 0. C.


May 11, 1956


o 


1Ifi 


Memorandum 


To:	 W. R. Griswold, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 Commodity Industry Analyst, Branch of Base Metals 


Subject: • Review of Field Team examination memorandum, Docket No. 
DMEA. 14193 (copper), Donald G. Dahle, Rattlesnake mine, 
(Last Chance Mine), Butte County, Idaho. $19, 1452.60 


The Field Team examination memorandum of this property 
by Howard B. Nickelson, Geological Survey and E. W. Parsons, Bureau 
of Mines, has been reviewed and found satisfactory. 


It was proposed to explore the Pump vein below the Marne 
level by approximately 1,350 feet of diamond drilling at an estimated 
cost of $19,14 52 .60. 


Examination of the property by the Field Team revealed 
that the Pump vein is low-grade with little possibility that the grade 
will improve with depth. 


As a result, it is concluded by the Field Team that the 
proposed exploration is not warranted and that the application be 
denied.


I agree with the conclusions and recommendations. 


2Pnio 


Copy to: Division of Minerals 
Branch of Base Metals (2) 
Thor Kiilsgaard, U.S.G.S. 
R. W. Geehan 
Files
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION
igç 


So. 157 Howard Street 
Spokane 14., Washington


Nay 3, 1956 


Mr. George C. Selfridge, Chairman 
Operating Conmiittee, DA 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 25, D. C.


Re: Docket No. DMEA-14193 (Copper) 
Donald G. Dahle 
Rattlesnake Mine (Last Chance Mine) 
Butte County, Idaho 


Dear Mr. Seifridge: 


Enclosed are four copies of a memorandum byH. B. Nickelson, 
Geological Survey, and E. W. Parsons, Bureau of Mines, recommending. 
that the application of D. G. Dahie for an exploration project at the 
Rattlesnake mine be denied. 


The applicant proposed, diamond drilling the Pump vein below 
the Marne adit. There is no indication in the portion of the Pump 
vein drift below the stope that significant amounts of ore persisted 
to the level. On the Name level the vein is in primary ore and 
there is no reason to expect an increase in grade at depth. 


We agree that the application should. be denied. 


By Field Team, Region I, NW District 


e, Wing G. Agnew, Acting Exec. Officer 


(	
U. S. Bureau of Mines 


Verne . Fryklund,	 Acting Member 
U. S. Geological Survey 


Enclosures 


cc: USBM (2) 
usGs(SRo) 
Nickelson


Reviewed by 
DII1EA OPERATING COMMITTRE 


d&e4
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yin ct the	 popoeed0 It ie be1ied he le The©ia11y

able to 1fiU bie ehare of the pr oeed cctract0 
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There eeee to be no etifina,tien for ri11in thin vein 
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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


So. 17 Htd street 
3ptsm, k, 1*xton


May 3, l56 7i(= 


). George C. 2e1fride 
c**ratiD$ Co**nittae, LA 
Isrtmt of t* Inter' 


sMtci 25, B.	
Re:	 ak*t lo. aA4l93 (Coer) 


ar I. Selfzidge 


iicl*ed are Z.zr coç'ies or a	 by K. 3. lickels4m 
Oeo1cicsl irvey, and . W. ?arse, 3izreau of Mines, recoe!n4thg 
that the application o: D. G. 1*hle for an ez)lcr&ticn rojeet at the 


sine be *uied. 


The spp1iet .ropo*ed t±*4 driUlug the ?ua* vein bel 
the rne Mit. There is no indication in the rtim of the 
vein drift bab y the stope that si £iant srnto of ore persisted 
to the levl • ( the $4sxne lsii*l the iein is in priiary ore end 
there is no reason to eipeet an increase in grade at depth. 


We s€z'ee tba the *ppiicati sboul.t be teniech 


By ftel4 Tasz, Region X, W Diatrlct 


4 c.	 - 
U. S. Bureau of Mines 


Atinj i*er 
U. S. Geologice Suriej 


teosu.res 


cc: 1*B (2) 


Mickeison 
•	 kvij	 r 
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The veine in the area ccur in ertiery endeitee end 
rocke underlain by rocke of ieeieeippien ae0 The 


ene enerel1y altered end are out by einere1ied fault et©turee that 
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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT ' OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION	 O 


WASHINGTON 25 D C 


MAR 1 6 1951 


Jst r. ei*.a** 
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UNITED STATES 


WASHINGTON 25 D C 


MR 16 1956 


Mr. Donai4 Dehie 


°°'


Re: Docket No. EA193 (Gopper) 
Donald 0. DAle 
Rattlesnake Copper Mini 
Butte County, Idaho 


Dear Mr. DAIS: 


Thtar applic.tioi& for Oovern*ent asatetanco to zpIor Ui 
cited prepert ha be*n reimd by the Base Iletals Divi*ioia of the 
Defense Minerals Exploration Atnistratioia and has been referred 
to:	 V 


•	 xr. A. g• Wisaenbor 


	


z.cutive Officer	 V 


DE&Field?east, RegionT	 V 


lorthiset District	 V 


3otth 15? ios*?d Streót	 V 


•	 Spokane b, Ws9iingtoa 


If the Pteld ?e.* requires addittonal information coacez'n.. 
•	 in your applicatioe, they stU contect ,ou at an early date. 


3inoerely yours, 
/: 


r 


V 	


Adthiztrstor 


V	 k;clugescheid/bjl (3/lLi./56) 


Copy to: Docket	
V 


drrx 1. File 
O. CornmLttee	 .	 V 


j3asd Uetals	
V 	


V 	


V 


V 	 V 	 hr. i-nnington	
V 	


V 	


V . V	 V 


1r. Kiilsgaard	
V 	


V 	


V V


	


V 	


V 	


V 


V 	 Ghrôr.	 V V
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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF MINES 


WASH INGTON 25. D. C.


MAR fl956 
March 6, 1956 


V Memorandum' 


To:	 W. R. Griswold, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 J. W. Pennington, Branch of Base Metals 


Subject: Review of application, Docket No. DMEA 11.193 (copper), 
Donald G. Dable, Rattlesnake Copper Mine, Butte County, 
Idaho, $19,l1.52.60. 


It is proposed to explore this prcperty by rehabilitation 
of the Marne Adit to gain access to the Spar and. Pump Veins; drilling 
of four holes totaling about 11.00 feet from the Spar Vein drift to 
locate the strongest mineralization of the Pump Vein; drilling of 
three holes aggregating approximately 14.50 feet from the Spar Vein 
drift to determine the dip of the Pump Vein, and. drilling of two holes 
totaling about 500 feet from an undetermined site to explore area 
200 feet below the Marne Adit at an estimated cost of $19,1i.52.60. 


All costs appear reasonable except the sampling, assaying, 
and accounting items of $0.60 a foot seems low. 


It is believed that the proposed drilling would attain 
the objectives, but perhaps other spacing locations of the drill holes 
would provide more information on the lateral and. vertical extent of 
the mineralization. 


Referral of the application is recommended for an examinatiai 
of the properf and. evaluation of the program. 


W Penniibon 


Copy to: Division of Minerals 
Branch of Base Metals (2) 
Thor Kiilsgaard, U.S.G.S. 
R. W..Geehan	 - 
Files
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.


IN REPLY REFER TO 


MAp 2 1956 


March 1,1956 


/ 
Memorandum 


To:	 W.. R. Griswold, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 Thor H. Kiilsgaard, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of application, DMEA Docket 4193, Rattlesnake 
Copper mine, Butte County, Idaho. 


The applicant proposes to rehabilitate 91i.0 feet of the 
Name Adit, the lowest haulage level of the old Last Chance mine, 
and. then to diamond drill 1,350 feet from the adit level to test 
the downward continuation of the Pump arid Spar veins. Estimated 
cost of the project is $19,452.00. 


The Pump and. Spar are reported to have been worked by 
the pp an' a father in 1937. A small atope on the Pump vein 
yielded 50Q,tons of ore assaying 4 percent copper, 20 ounces of 
silver, and about .10 ounce gold. per ton. 


The main producer at the Last Chance mine has been the 
Last Chance vein, a strong vein outcropping in a wide zone of 
higly-a1teredaxideaite. This zone is continuous for almost half 
a mile to the north where it forms the wall rock of the Horrisilver 
mine The Last Chance and Homnsilvr are the only mines in the 
immediate distriàt of any notable production. The Last Chance 
ore shoot has been mined down the rake to a distance of 60 feet 
below the outcrop. Throughout this distance the shoot has averaged 
5 feet in width and l50 feet in strike length. Production from 
this ore shoot during the period 1941 to April 1946 amounted to 
l4,562 tons, having an average metal content of 653 percent zinc, 
3.58 percent lead,' 0.26 percent copper, 2.62 ounces silver, and 
0.027 ounce gold. It is reported that when mining operations in 
the ore shoot ceased there remained near the bottom of a 100-foot 
winze below the Name level an estimated 1,000 tons of ore. Mining 
of this ore was unprofitable because of the loose and. caving nature 
of the ground.







. 


The Pump and Spar yeins appear to have been insignificant 
structures not deemed worthy of exploration by the Horn Silver 
Consolidated Nines Co. where crosscut by the Name Adit. This 
observation seems to be in part borne out by the narrow zones of 
wall rock alteration that enclose the veins at the outcrop. 
Neither of these alteration zones is comparable to that enclosing 
the Last Chance vein. The narrow widths of the veins, the limited 
production and probable small size of theore bodies, ath the 
limit wall rock alteration make successft.l exploration of the 
veins by diamond drilling doubtful. Certainly, there seems to be 
no reason for Series 1 holes and. little reason for holes in 
Series 2. Holes in Series 3 would give a better look at the vein. 


Field' examiners might discuss with the applicant the 
possibility of rehabilitating the Name, level to the Last Chance 
vein and. putting some dow holes under the Last Chance ore shoot. 
Such holes could show the habit of the vein in the underlying 
Nississippiansedinients. If the shoot did not maintain its size 
and grade in these sediments there would appear to be a questionable 
future for the mine. 


Refer to the Field Team for field examination.


)o9 
Thor H. Kiilsgaard 


2
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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


IN REPLY REFER TO: 


MAR 21956 


W. 3. GriZ DreMI. IWersa èp2a t&a A*Mrnrtioi 


*. L ZtiiLMMrd, U. 0. •Gso1 cii 


*absct* 3sviev 0 p1icatic,	 . cket 1.193, Rstti'iie

*Li*e, )*tte c*mt7, z1.. 


spUct peupie to zi&4ift*t. '9O tsst of 
Jirtii Mjt, U* 1o'it )pi	 1*i.t of tM øl&Lsat Ciineo at*, 
s*d tZbw to ihiot* driU	 t tres U* adit ieve1 to tat 
t	 r& ocøt13**t c tM Pu	 $per v.i*s. 1st1t

coit o thi pro,$ct s $9,k%.00. 


T Pt	 $per stt p. to hsve bees i.. by 
t iiciiuts Ssther th 1931. A suei3- stops tZ* Puu welrz 
uiit 500 t$ of ors **Niaj 1. P02?OOflt eoper, ) oso of 


about .10	 ,* per ton. 


isle a&icor at the Zast O*acs 1z* 1** bwo tZ 
Lest CICS VOis, * *t1I	 itrisj ilL * irtdo eons 0 
1I.ait** siSait*. This sons La eantli*ous for *Z*t 1f 



* *11* tO the	 Whore it fans th i.uiU rock of the Iam%mi1ier 
s*. T Lest ee ant $ornsUver u the on3 sines 1* 



iiiat* district of soy netablo otiot$mi. 	 Xdt Chines 
ore i. bin been sin	 n the r&Es to a tatwies of 6Q0 fast 
botor the outoro. Throubcszt this dist**os the a&saot his aexsd 
5 fast is wi4th ast 150 fast is atrike 1entb. Prsctrnk from 
this ave aboot irth the poLed )$1.1 to ri1 1946 ometed to 


.,%# tons, Jsrvisg an ssra tii content of 6.53 pareent *ibc, 
3.58 pocest ias*, O. pooeet oc.r, 2.62 caoss silver, 1 
0.017 o. ø1t. Xt is ravt.d tbst *en *iai osrsties in 
the ore shoot oesssd there resslzad ir the botton of a lOO400t 
sias. bilaiw the 1rt* iavii an estlisted 3,000 tons of ore. KLnn 
of this ure	 iit*bl* becense of the 3.00aa ant cwiag asturs 
0 the gra.







to th	 tor ioit tistton, 


ir 1, Kfl!,r 


T1&ii1gara: mu 
G..3/1/6 


cc: Director' reading, )*212
• iranch rea4i, 14212 
JA ( 
Docket file 
1. W Meyer, 3623


I
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Subject: 'E-I4193 
Re : Eattlesnake . Copper ine. 


Dondald G.. Dae	
0 	


01 


p.o. x 1	 February 28, 1956 
Argo, Idaho 


Dear $fr: 


•


	


	 The receipt of your application datedoFebruary 15, 1956 


for exploration aestetance undez' the Defense Production Act of,.l9O, 


• 	 as amended, is hereby acknowledged. 


Your application haa been 'assigned Docket Number D!LAKA.4193 


and referred. to the Base eta1s Division. 


•	 Kindly identify tl.l future correspondence relating to your 


application by this docket number.	 0 •	 • , 0 


0•	


0 •	 • Sincerely yours,	 ' 


•	 Robert B. Adams, Chief 
•	 Operations Control and 


0 	 StatiAtics Division
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


So. l7 Howard Street 
Spokane ii, Washington


February 21, 


Mr. George C. Selfridge, Chairman 
Operating Committee, DNEA. 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 2S, D. C.


Re:	 ansmittal of an Application for 
Aid in an &ploration Project (copper-silver) 
Donald G. Dahie 
Rattlesnake Copper Mine 
Butte County, Idaho 


Dear Mr. Seifridge: 


Enclosed are three copies of an application submitted 
by Donald G. Dahie of Arco, Idaho. One, copy of the Form NF-103 
together with one set of maps has been retained for our files. 
iou will note that the applicant requests that Supporting, Docu-
mentsNo. 1, .2, and 3 be returned, to him. These are the only 
cópieà submitted by the applicant.


Sincerely yours, 


For: A. E. Weissenborn 
cecutive Officer, DMEA 


FieldTeani, Region I, NW District 


Enclosures 


cc: USBM(2)







UNITED STtES DEPARTMENT OF THE IqTERØ	 Form Approved. 


DEFENSE MINERALS ELO.RATION ADMINISTRATION	
No. 43—R1035.2. 


,


MF103 L 	 .1. 
(Revised April 1952)


c L! 'V '	 FEB 241956 
C.E	 9 


APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN EB	 1 


EXPLORATION PROJECT, PURSUANT TO. s. G. S 


DMEA ORDER 1, UNDER THE DEFEr' 
PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED


CC. Not t be flhle4kin by applicant 


Docket No': J..................... 
Metal or Mineral ..-" 
Date Received ----------4............. 
Estimated Cost 	 --


Participation (Government %) 	 -----------


INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Name of applicant.—(a) State here your full legal name, in the form in which you will wish to contract, and your 


mailingaddress:	 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


(b) If other than an individual, add to your name above whether a corporation, partnership, etc., and the name of the State 
in which incorporated or otherwise organized. 


(c) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names and addresses of officers. 
(d) If a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners. 


2. General.—Read DMEA Order 1, "Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects," before completingthis application. 
Submit this application and all accompanying papers in quadruplicate (four copies), with your name and address on each 
sheet of the application and on all accompanying papers.. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required 
nformation, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number. 
Comply with all applicable instructions; or, if not applicable, so state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration 
Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest field executive officer thereof. 


3. Applicant's property rights.—(a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all 
land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and excluding any land or interest in land which is 
not to be included in the exploration project contract .... ----page---1., attached 


(b) State any mine, name by which. the property is known. 
(c) State your interest in the land, whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or otherwise 


(d) If you are not the owner, submit with this application a copy of the lease, contract, or other document under which 
you control the property. 


(e) If you own the land, describe any liens or encumbrances on it 


(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the dscription above, the book afld page iurnbers for each recorded 
location notice.	 - 


4. Physical description.—(a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being 
conducted upon the land, including existing mine workings and production facilities. State your interest, if any, in such 
operations. Also describe accessibility of mine workings for examination purposes. 


(b) State past and current production, and ore reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades. 
(o) Describe the geologic features of the property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, etc.), and your 


reasons for wishing to explore. Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part 
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, indicating on each 
whether you require its return to you. 


(d) State the facts with respect to the accessibility of the project: Access roads, distances to shipping, supply and residence 
points. 


(e) State the availability of manpower, materials, supplies, equipment, water, and power.	 .







5. The exploration project.*) State the mineral or minerals for which Wwish to explore Piinaipaliy_____________ 
-	 Copper, with accompanying Silver and minor Gold 


(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if needed) 
of any present mine workings, and the kcation of the proposed exploration work as related to such features as contacts, 
veins, ore-bearing beds, etc. 


(c) The work willtart wiIhin ....3..Q----- - days and be completed within ]2QJ]_j from the date of an exploration 
project contract. 


(d) State the operating experience and background of the applicant with relation to the ability to, carry out such explo-
ration project, and also that of the person or persons who will supervise the operations. 


,&,)Jtimate oo—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you will have to use a separate sheet), 
under the following headIngs. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project: 


(a) Independent con•ta.cts.—(Note.—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work .to contractors, write "none" 
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work in subsequent 
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in 
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard 
of material moved, etc.). 


(b) Labor, supervision, consultants.—Include an itemized schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees 
for necessary labor, supervision and engineering and geological consultants. 


(c) Operating materials and supplies.—Furnish an itemized list, including items of equipment costing less than $50 each, 
and power, water and fuel. 	 I 


(d) Operating equipment.—Furnish an itemized list of any operating equipment to be rented, puchased, or which is owned 
and will be furnished by the Operator, with the estimated rental, purchase price, or suggested use-allowance based on present 
value, as the case may be. 


(e) Rehabilitation and repairs.—Furñish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary initial rehabilitation or repairs 
of existing buildings, installations, fixtures, and movable operating equipment, now owned by the Operator and which will be 
devoted to the exploration project. 


(f) New buildings, improvements, installations.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary buildings, fixed 
impiIents, or installations to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project.' 


(g) Miscellaneous.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not 
induding initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator's equipment), analytical 	 accounting, worlciien's compensation 
and employers' liability insurance, and payroll taxes 	 - 


(h)Continge?isié8—Give an estimate of any ' necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated above. 
NoTE.–.-No items of general overhead, corporate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or any 


other indirect costs, or work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be included in the 
estimate of costs. 


7. (a) Are you prepared to furnish your share of the cost of the proposed project in accordance with the regulations on 
Government participation (Sec. 7, DMEA, No 1,)? 


(b) How do you propose to furnish your share of the costs? 


Money	 Use of equipment owned by you	 Other, 


Explain in detail on acompanying paper.


CERTIFICATION 
The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf and acting for 


the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best 
of his knowledge and belief. 


Dated ------------------FQbflary ----------------------------, 195k


By---- -DD1IA.LD 


TItle 18, U. S. Code' (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a willfully false statement or representation to any depart-
ment or agency of the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction.


(Applicant 


U. $. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 	 i6-66551-i
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Additional Information for DMEA 4pplication	 D. G • t)ahle 
Rattlesnake 
Copper Mine 


3. Applicant's property rights- .	 . 


(a) Legal description of land to be included in this exploration proposal is as follows: 
Five (5) unpatented Lode Mining Clairis, the Marne, Marne Ext. #1, Apex, leatside, 
and Northaide, (also known as the Bannock). AU claims are contingent, see Fig. 1. 
These claims are located in the lava Creek Mining 'st. on Champagne Creek, in Sects 
10, U, 14, 15, of Township 2N, Range 24E,' Boise Meridian, Butte County, 'Idaho. 


•	 tual exploration will be limited to the Marne Claim, however successful results 
•	 may benefit the other claims. Adjoining these claims on the North and East is the 


last Chanoe .Hornsilver Group of patented claims and 'these are not included in this 
•	 application. They are not likely to be .benefitted directly from this exploration. 


(b) This venture is now being operated as the Rattlesnake Copper Mine. 


(c) The applicant is the whole owner of the claim's concerned, having purchased the 
Marne claim from the widow of 'one, of the original boaters, and having located the 
other olaimi as abandoned mining claims during the summer of 1955. These five rkH 
claims were previously controlled by' the Era Mining and Development Co. now defunct... 


(d) Does not apply. 


(e) There are no 'liens or' other encumta'ances against the property. 


(f) The above described claims are recorded 'as follows: The Marne was originally boat.. 
ed as the Rattlesnake in 1884 and is recorded on page 36 of Book 1. The other 
claims were locatedduring' July., 1955, and recorded in Book 7, Pages 134 thru 137. 


4. Physical description 


(a) The Marne Adit was driven by the Horn Silver Consolidated Mines Co. during 'the late 
1020' a to explore the Last Chance Vein at lower elevation. The applicaniJa father 
was an Official in the Company during that time. Subu-inarginal ore and low metal 
prices, forced closure of the mine in late 1937. During the last year of operation 
by the Horn Silver Cons. the applicant' s father operated on a lease from the Co. 
and explored "the Spar Vein, Pump Vein, and Iron Vein to the extent shown on Fig. 2. 
A sinai]. stope above level on the Pump Vein was opened and a small tonnage of ore 
was shipped. The grade leaned upward so a short: ,winze was driven below level but 
was not advanced sufficiently to 'prove the existance of commercial ore. The small 
tonnage removed from below track proved b of better. grade than that from the stope 
above however. The Horn Silver Cons went defunct in 1937 and the 'lease was voided.. 


The Era Mining and Development Co. successfully reopened the property during the 
early 1940's and mined a substantial tonnage from the Iat Chance Vein. During 
the War the production 'bonus on zinc allowed a small margin of profit. When the 
bonus was removed the property was closed. The Era did not undertake development 
of any of the other zones of mineralization shown on Fig'. 2. and no ore was ship' 
ped from them. •	 .	 '	 ' 


The applicant purchased the Marne claim in 1951 with the intention of exploring 
the Pump Vein copper below the Marne Level. Reopening of the level began in 
1955 'but has been suspended for the winter. 


Page 1







0
D. G. thle 


ph 4 (a) Cont.	 Rattlesnake 
Copper Mine 


The Era Mining and Dev. Co. removed aU of the rail from the Irne dit when they 
closed down and left the portal open to the natural drafts resulting from approx. 
350 of vertical development above the level to the surface. 	 During the Winter the 
strong inbound drafts would freeze the water draining from 'the mine as f,:back as 
600 feet from the portal and the ice would build up to depths of six feet. The ribs, 
of the drift were badly eroded and the timber severly damaged. 


During the $mnier of 1955 the Mit was opened sufficiently to allow emininatiôn and 
estimation of the 'task of renovaton. Track was laid to a depth of 350 feet and 
some timber was repaired. Caved material was removed to the same depth and in places 
was ofer' seven feet deep for distances of 40 or 50 feet. An,az'ea of severe 'caving 
and rotted tiiiber forced th applicant to secure more assistance financially before 
continuing. The area is pasb1e, but should be completely retiinbered and the large 
cavities abote timber cribbed up. 


The property is now accessible except for snow on the road. The equipment on the 
property is as follows: one ]25 cfrn rotary air, compressor, one Model ]2B Eimco 
Mucker, three' mine cars, one D-'2 Cat tractor with Dozer, 400' mine track, 400 t 2 
air line, enough timber for 40' of timbering and miscelianeous small tools. 


(b) 


(0)


The only production from the area to be explored was made by the applicant's £ther 
during the mid-1930's. Approximately 500 tons were shipped from the Pump Vein in. 
1937. The applicant has been unable to acquire a smelter record of that production, 
but his father'a reoords show a gross value of slightly better than $14.00/ton. 
The copper averaged a little over 4%, and the silver about 20 oz., with about $3.50 
in gold. The ore from below track level ran somewhat better than that from the stope 
above. At preent there are, no inineable ore reserves on the property. 


The Geology of the ])istrict has been described by A. L. Anderson for the Idaho 
Bureau of Mines and Geology, and by' 'Robert N. Roby for the U. S. Bureau of Mines. 
The latter report is appended to this application but the applicant requests its 
REturn. Figures 1 'and 2 attached, show the relationship of the veins to eaCh other 
ad the general geology of the area. The Pump vein is not described by Roby, but 
its geology is similar to the others. The Iron Vein and the 1ump Vein appear to 
intersect to the Northeast on strike, and the Spar Vein appears to be a split from 
the pump vein at depth... All three veins show copper values and accompanying 
gold and 'alver, and the areas between them are weakly mineralized. The Rake or' 
Plunge or the Orebodies of these veins have not. been established but are likely 
to follow the last Chance which dips West and Rakes 450 to 'the North. 


(d) The property Ia accessible by well-nintained State and.County roads.. It is 18 
miles Southwest. of Arco, the county seat of Butte County and the nearest rail point. 
There are no housing facilities on the property and for the purpose of this 
exploration it is not intezded to provide housing. The labor crew can commute 
easily from ,Arco.	 '	 ' 


(e) Manpower for operating the, property is available In the 'vaciriity of k Arco, but 
will be strongly influenced by the construction projects of the Atomic Energy 
Commission on the Arco desert where' contractors pay $2.00/hr. plus $5.00/day for 
travel , for common labor.: '	 ,	 '







Uk


D. G. thle •	
Ratt1esrke 


	


iragraph 4 (e) Cont.	 Copper Mine 


Hardware amd materials are available in Arco or nearby Jackay, or can be shipped 
from Pocatello or Salt Lake Cit7 by rail or truck. 


There i no timber on the property and timber suitable for mine timber wifl have 
to be hauled from 50 to 100 miles to the property. Three timber producers in the 
area offer dimensional timber at	 60 to 70 per thousand. oun timber for 

posts and caps will cost about 20^ per running foot. 


Water is in limited supply in the area. Springs are fed by rains and melting snow, 
and have not been extensively developed. Water from the mine contains more than 
100 parts per million in dissolved copper and has a ph value of 2 to .3. The water. 
from beyond the copper mineralization may be suitable for diamond drilling and 
other mine purposes however.	 • 	 • 


Electric power is not available at present. n REA line passes three miles from 
•	 the property but is single-phase only.' High voltage three-phase power is avail-


able in £rco should it, become necessary.	 • 


	


5. The Exploration project-- 	 • • 	 • • • 	 • 


(a) This exploration project is in.tedded to confirm the presence or absence of commer-
cial copper ore below the .?rne Level in ,the region of the Pump Vein. Some gold 
and silver should be a seocia ted with the copper. • • • 


(b)It is proposed that the Irne'Adit be renovated sufficient to allow access to the 
•	 Spar and Pump Veins. See Fig. 2 and Fig. 3. This renovation will involve the 


•	 removal and replavement of rotted timber where necessary and the removal of all 
caved material and other spoil. Cribbing will be iequired in many places to fill 
the void above the timber. Mine track will be installed and air line sufficient 
to operate equipment underground. A drain ditch w1l be required for the entire 
length of the renovation to keep the caustic water off the rail and pipe. Yhen 
the drift renovation will allow, a diamodd drilling program will be initiated 
by drilling three series of. holes to penetrate. the vein structure at different 
elevations below the level. Series #1 will be drilled from the Spar Vein as shown 
on Fig. 4-A to locate the strongest region of mineralization. Series #2 will also 
be drilled from the. Spar Vein and . will. seive to determine the Rake of the orebody. 


'Series' #3 will be drilled from a point to 'be determined later, and will serve 
one of two purposes, either . to confirm the presence of ore 200 1 below track and 
explore the vein below, the split with the Spar vein, or to probe for ' the bottoa 
of the lavas and help establish the' continuity of the veins down in the sediments. 


• 	 ill Holes of Series #2 and #3 are shown on'flgs. 4-B and '4-C'respeotively. It 
• is interesting to speculate as to the conditions below the lavas should these 
veins pass through favorable beds of limestone or dolomite which appear to under-
'lie the entire area.	 • • 	 . 


(c)Work will start within 30 days and will be completed within 120 days of a contract. 


(d)The applicant, is a graduate mining engineer and has more ,than 10 years of varied 
•	 mining experience inclttding service as a mine engineer and as a mine geologist. 


He is fmiliar with the property involved and intends to supervise the exploration 
• persor3Aliy	 '	 .	 ••	 ' 	


' 	 ' 	 '' ' 


ge 3
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6. Cost Estinte-1 
(a) Independent Contraots- . 	 •. 


The diamond drilling phase' of the program may be placed on an independent contract.. 
Allowing a maxnium of l600feet of hole at a probable cost of . $5.50 per foot this 
program should cost approxintely $8,800.00. 


(b) labor, Supervision, etc. 


2 miners •.	 @ $16. 00/shift 
- surface laborer	 @ 16.00/shift 
f engineer superviser .	 . @ $600/month 


Total Labor. 
Payroll taxes, insurance, compensation,, etc @ 11% 


Total 
.k]lowing an average, of 10 feet advance per shift 
Sampling, Assaying, and accounting @ $6.00/shift 


(c) Operating material and supplies .--


$32.00

8.00



12.00

$52.00



5 .72 17. 7/shift 
$5.77/foot 
0.60/foot 


Mine rail	 @ $210/ton	 (20 lb.)
Cost per foot advance 


.	 $0.70 
Plates, bolts, spikes etc. 0.10 
Track ties	 4 X 6 X 30 inches . .	 0.20 
Air Line	 4" Victaulic coupling	 . .	 1.25 
Timber;	 posts, caps,' lagging., cribbing installed 	 8.00 
Power; gas, oil,eto.	 .	 .	 . .	 0.50 
Repair parts 0.40 
Miscellaneous	 .	 . 0.25 


Toal	 ..	 $11.40/ft 


(d) . Operating Equipment.--	 Depreciation schedule of Equipment 
Item	 Value Dsp. Allowance 


125 cfm àompressor	 $4000 $66.67 
l2B Eimco Mucker	 •. $4000	 . $66.67 
1bon truck	 $2200 $36.67 
3 mine cars	 @ $100	 300 '.'	 5.00 
jackhammer	 .	 .	 300	 . 5.00 
Pneumatic saw for removing timber 300 .	 .	 5.00 
Chain saw for framing timber	 300	 . .	 5.00 
Air redeiver	 150 2.50 


Total	 $192.51/month 
4192.51/month	 5 øhifts/month and 10 feet/shift $0.77/ft 


(e) (f) estimated cost of moving a' snail shop building owned by applicant to the 
property and locating àame. 	 To be moved 12 miles at " $5 .00/mile.	 $60.00


Recap	 . . 
Renovation Summary	 , 


Total drift footage to be renovated which will require timber 340 feet @ $18.54/ft. 
$5,703.60' 


Total drift footage tO be renovated not requiring timber' 600 feet 	 $10. 54/ft 
$6,324.00 '	 ' . 


Total diamond drilling allowing planned 1350 feet .@ $5.50/ft 
$7,425.00 


Total	 $ 19,452.60	 ,	 .., ' . 


Page 4: 







ToNm 
We wish to thank you again for your interest in the Defense Minerals 


Program and for bringing your property to our attention. 


Sincerely yours, 


Administrator 


Mr. Donald. G. Dahie 
Post Office Box 1 
Arco, Idaho


Be:. Docket No. DJv1EA..Jll93 (Copper) 
Donald G, Dahie 
Rattlesnake Copper Mine 
Butte County, Idaho 


Dear Mr. Dahie: 


Your letter of June 12, 1956) appealing our denial of your 


application for exploration assistance on the above-mentioned prop-


erty/has be en received.. 


We have again reviewed all the information d44poa. 


here in shi ton 


T	 ssibi1ity of"inding oeposits i•c\ thE\sedinIe\tarY 


roc s der t	 oye ' s sil1 to be po en and. tI date t'here ha 


e,r'	 'inicat4n this iretn.	 o4ects aprovey 


th	 ef use iner, 1 Ex1or Jtion Adninistrat'i\on/Inus, in its judge 
/	


\\ /
	 I\	 ,,'	 I	 I	


\\ 
n , sho \,defin4to pomise of\yie1ding/materiais o acceptaçLe grad ;\ 


/	 \	 I	 \	
\\	


\	 \ 
1. q nt1ties hich' wil1\\sifrnifcnt1Y improve tIe mieral supp1y 


p sit b' for ae7 National Deuse Projr	 nd. in t1L	 the pro.. 


miss i'sot there. " 


Should you,. at some future time, obtain -wrtbiKr information 
#J4AJAA,,	 ?aWo/ 


concerning the '(6#finding deposits in the sed.imentaries, 


a new appl!catbon would crtain1y receive our most care-


ful attention.
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.	 FIG.4—C . PLAN Sc SECT. 


. .	 SHOWING PROPOSED 
DIAMOND DRILL 
HOLES NO. 869 
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