Multiple files are bound together in this PDF Package.

Adobe recommends using Adobe Reader or Adobe Acrobat version 8 or later to work with
documents contained within a PDF Package. By updating to the latest version, you'll enjoy
the following benefits:

- Efficient, integrated PDF viewing
- Easy printing

« Quick searches

Don’t have the latest version of Adobe Reader?

Click here to download the latest version of Adobe Reader

If you already have Adobe Reader 8,
click a file in this PDF Package to view it.



http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html


. OFFICIAL FILE cop’,‘ |

DMEA =
) RECEWEDJ@W ¢ 1957
DATE | Wt/iniS | coBE

19 | weK |spo. .
i Box
“"13*5: Ag'co , Idaho

S Jan, 1, 1957

—

Administrator

Defense Minerals Exploration Administkation

U.S. Departre nt of the Interior Re: Docket No. DMEA-L193 Copper
Washington 25, D. C. Rattlesnake Copper Iliine

Butte County, Idaho
Dear Mr. Mittendorf:

In a"recent letter from Mr. Weissenborn of the Spokane, Wash~-
ington DMEA office I was advised to request diredtly from Washington the
information I had requested regarding the assay results of samples taken
when the DMEA field team examined the Rattlesnake Copper properties., On
a recent trip to Spokane I had examined the results, but would like to
have a copy of my own and compare the assay values with those taken from
areas of the orebody which had not been subjected to thirty years of
leaching.

At the present time plans are being made to further examine
the property and the general area geologically and study the croppings
of sedimentary formations and the alteration halos of unexplored areas
of mineralization. The continuity of mineralization of the Last Chance
Ore Body continues to haunt those who previously considered the area to
be purely Epithermal and examination of other orebodies at lower depth
will eventually follow.

Whatever information you can give me on the results of assays
and tests made on the ore will be appreciated,

Sincerely yours,

el LD

Donald G. Dahle
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‘ P . Surname
. UNITED STATES .~ |
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR"

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMlNlSTRATlON
‘ WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

~ DEC .2 81956

" Mr. Donald Gs Deble .
" Post Office Pox 1 o
~ Ares, Idaho |

. Be: Docket No. ma—h% (coppcr)
o Donald G« Bahle

Ratilesnake Copper Mine
Batte County, Idake

m‘r Hr; Dl.hls:

.. e have recaived a letter from m—. Ueinaanborn, kxocutive
Qfficer, MA ¥ield Team, Region I, Northwest Distriect, dated -~ S

'December 1, 1956, calling our attention to the fact that we have S
failed to return seme decuments to you wnecrmng tho cited applicat.ion. T

_ ' We regret that t.hrongh an omsight we havo mt re-
tnrnod doeuments marked, aupporting docmts, nubou }., 2, and
3 and are tncloainz tmm. ~

Vc hoee that theu arc tha reports ta wh:u:h you referred.
' ‘ ' Sinoerel,y yours, |

o f}'»"f)m s

L U. B. Qrim1d’ Chi.t’
~ Base Metals Division -
Enclosures } -

WPKlu:c«,escheld/er 12/9 156
Copy to' Docket - ' /
. admr R File'
-Op.n Committee -
Base letals S
©. "Mre Penningon, USBM
v Mre Kiilsgaard, USGS.
. -Reglon I, NaWo Dists (2)






® | @
' UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIO
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATIO
AASKIHIEEODHA5B00
So. 157 Howard Street
Spoksne 4, Washington

Decenmber 14, 1956

Mr. George C. Selfridge, Chairman
Operating Committee, DMEA
Department of the Interior
Washington 25, D. C.

Re: Docket No. DMEA-4193 (Copper)
Donald G. Dahle
Rattlesnake Copper Mine
Butte County, Idaho
(Denied Application)

Dear Mr. Selfridge:

Enclosed are two copies of a letter from Mr. Donald G.
Dahle requesting that certain documents supporting his application
for exploration assistance be returned to him.

Supporting documents, numbers 1, 2, and 3, were trans-
mitted to Washington on February 21, 1956, along with Mr. Dahle's
application. It would be appreciated if you would return these
to him,.

Sincerely yours,

(1. E'QLlﬂié;ﬂvugﬁVvVQ

A. E. Weissenborn
Executive Officer, DMEA
Field Team, Region I, NW Dist.

Enclosure

cc: USBM (2)
Nickelson






letter of August 21, 1956.

S0, 157 Howard Streat
- -Spokane &, washington

Mr. Donsgld G, Dahle
Post Office Box 1
Arey, Ildaho

Re:  Docket No. DMZ ~k153 (Copper)}
. Rattlesnake Copper Mine '
Butte County, Idano
{Denied Application}

Dear Mr, Dahls:

This is in reply to your letter of December 10, 1956,
addressed to Mr. ioward Kickelson of this office. .

, Our records show that there vwere three supporting docue
zents to your application that you wanted returned to you. These
documants vere sent to our Washington, D. C. office along with youxr
application. we requested that they be returned to you immsdiately.

With regeard to your request of assay results, I am sorry
but we in the field sre nol permitted to divulge this informstion.
lowever, you might request this informstion frow Mr. C. 0. .
Mittenderf, Admlnistrator, Defeuse Mincrals ixploration idministra-
tion, Depertment of the Interior, Washington 25, D. (. |

If you are successful in exposing frash unlescied ground
end cen show that this has & considerable copper content, we will
be glad to consider a new spplication as wentioned in Mr. Mittendorf's

Sincerely yours,

. Qe e Weissenborn ,
“xecutive Officer, OMIL '
cchUDMEA (2) |
USEM (2)
Nickelson
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4, Veahingten

‘Dacexber 1, 1956

Mr. George C. Selfridge, Cheirman
Uperating Comuittee, DMSA
Departoent of the Interior
Rer Docket No. DMEA-4193 (Copper)
Donald G. Dahle :
Eattlssnake CW Mine.

Butte County, Idaho
| _(mnm wxmum}

Dear Kr. Seu’ridm

' : Emlmdmtmcopiuofnlzturrrmw.mmo.
- Dable requesting that ceriain documents eupporting bis applicatim
for exploration sseistance be returned to his. .

Suppm'tm docmnto, nuxbers 1, 2, aad 3 wra trons- |
mitted to Washington o February 21, 1956, alung with M. Dahle's |
application. It vould Le apprecisted if you would return these ¢
t0 him. S : '

Sincerely yours, }'

A« E. Veissenborn . 1
Exacutive Officer, LMEA '
 Fiald Team, Reglon I, MW Dist,






So. 157 Howsrd Btreest
Spome k’, Mingtm

Mr. Donald G. Dahle
Post Office Box 1
Areoy .{ma ‘

Re: Docket No. DME:-4193 (Copper)
‘ Rattlesnake Copper Mine
Butie County, Idaho
(Denied spplication)

Deé.r Mr. Dahlas

- This is in reply to your 1ét'ber of Dacewber 10, 1956, .
addressed to Mr. Howard Nickelson of this office.

. Uur records show that there were three supporting docu-
ments to your application that you wanted returned to you.  These
documents were sent to our Washington, D. C. office alang with your
application. Ve requested that they be returned to you immediately.

With regard to your request of assay results, I am sQrTy
but we in the field are not permitted to diwvulge this informeticm.
However, you might request this information from Mr. C. O.
Mittendarf, Administrator, Defense Minerals Exploration administra-
tiom, Depsriment of the Interior, Washington 25, B. C.

If you are successful in exposing fresh unleached ground
and can show that this has & consideradble copper content, we will
be glad to congider a new application as mentioned in Mr. Mittendorf's
letter of sugust 2, 1956, : ' S

Sincerely yours,
A. E. Weissenborn

Executive Officer, DMEX
Field Team, Region I, NW Dist.

cc: " DMEA (2;
USBM (2)
Nickelson
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.~ UNITED STATES | |
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS- EXPLORATION ADMlNlSTRATlON
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

Mr. Demald G, Bahls 11958
Poet Office Bex 1 |
Areo, ldaho :

Ber Deeket Mo, DMEL- K193 (Copper)
Domaid G, Dahle
Rattleosmake Copper Rine

~ Dear Mr, Deahles

Your letter of hkngust 10, 1956, in which you regquested
iaformation :hant thoriom ay m received,

\
The Defencs NMinersls Expleratiom aﬁinimatioa doss _

give aid in the axpleratiom of thorimm deposits., VNe are emslesing

2 copy of NEA Order-l, as amended, in which we have mnderseored g

the ratie of comiributions in thorium projeets, We are alse emn-

slesing & sopy of a pamples entitled "The Defonse Mismerals Rxplo-

ration Progran.* _

!optmmmnfmﬁoncm purchase
mﬁmwhhwiu, it would be mwhtowiu to:

Raw Materials Bivigion _ ,
Atomis Energy Commission .
Washington 25, B. C.

We regret that we were umsble $o ast favorably on yewr
application and reiterate sur statement that, if futore werk in the
sedinentary rocks em your properiy er werk beimg dene on some mearhy
propsrty reveals evidemses which eonld materially alter our epiaiom,
be asswred we will be pleased to comsider a mew applisation,

mwmummmxwywmummw
Minerals Program and fer brimgimg your property to our atteationm.

X AR B Kol Xl ekt :
WPKluDescheld/ er 8/15/ 56 Sincerely yeurs,
Copy t ot Docket ~ ) » o 2 .

Admr 1 File : €.0. Mitbenﬂorf (\,{C"‘LQ\' }

Op. Committee ‘ : E

Base lMetals :

Mr,. Pennington, UuBM Administrator

Mr. Kiilsgaard, USGS ’

Region I, NW. Dist. (2)

~ Chron.





Box 1 B{\BG 19 l\%%%

Arco, Idaho
August 10, l956 et

| v
Mr. C. O, Mittendorf
Administrator, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration
U. S. Department of The Interior _
Washington 25, D. C. Re: Docket No. DMEA-4193
Donald G. Dahle

Rattlesnake Copper
Butte County, Idaho

.Although I do not expect to alter your decision concerning
my application to DMEA for assistance in taking another look at the
mineral potential of the property concerned, I do feel that another
note or two may be worthwhile. I think the DMEA occupies a unique
position in the mining industry at the present time. Who in his
right mind would invest good money in a mineral exploration project
that the DVEA with its staff of trained personned turned down? Who
would risk money where the Govt. won't risk a few bucks? At the pres-
ent time the Federal Government determines in large measure which pro-
perties will be explored and developed and which will not. Combine
this with the unattractive ayscales of Government gervice and you
wonder where all of the good geologists are. -I don't wish to say
that DMEA geologists are under par, they aren't., Every one I know

is a good man doing a good job, but I do think they are inclined to
follow a few too many by the thumb rules and stand a little too close

to the text books.

Dear Sir:

I am aware too that a large number of the presently known
mineral discoveries will never be worthy of further development. Mine
may belong in this catagory. However 1 am sure that sooner or later
an exploration program with Govt. participation will be undertaken
there and that further production will result therefrom. The bismuth
the U.S. Bureau of Mines was looking in 1945-6 is still standing there
and the Last Chance Lead-Zinc will probably be reopened. The Ella
and the Saint Louls mines await exploration below the lavas.

You have heard all of this before I am sure, but while I am
writing, will you tell me if DMEA has any program as yet on thorium?
Do you know, or are you able to tell us yet if a purchase program is
anticipated? '

I appreciate what DMEA is doing and dont mean to be a "sore-
head" because my little deal wasn't considered worthy. Thank you for
your consideration, and I will appreciate what information you may
be able to give on the thorium.

Very truly yours,

=Dl FBLE

Donald G. Dahle
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION -

: WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

,qumxm'

¥r. Domald G, Dakle
Post Office Box 1.
Ares, Idahe

Res Bocket ¥o. M.WB (Co;apcr)
Ponald 3. Dahle
Ratilesnske Copper ¥Mine
Buste County, Idehe .

Peoxxr Hr, Dahle:

Your letter of June 12, 1956, apmling our denial of
yowr epplicetion for mmtton assittmu ok the above-mentionsd
property bas been rseeived,

¥e have again reviewed all the information availabh tov
w8 here in Washingtom gencerning thiz project and do wot fesl that
here are sufficiewt favoraltile geologis eriteria to warrant Govera-
ment participation, We mupt therefors reaffirm sur demial.

Khmmut&cmurymhmymmty
ermkhiu&mummymthmm
sould matarially alter this opinien, be assured we will be pleased
to conalder a wew applisation.

7 We wish to thank you agaix for youwr interest in tae
Mn::ﬁmﬁcﬁm:-udfu&iniurmwmﬂytoou

: w,gpl«:l\igescheid/er.7/11&&16/561  Bincerely yowrs,
. Copy to: Docket «— o e \
. Admr &t File v )¢<'\\\ |
Ope Committee . 6.0 Mittendor? | VT

Base Metals !
Mr. Pennington, USBM :

Mr. Kiilsgasrd, USGs  Adwinistrator
Region I, NW Dist. (2) ‘ )
ChrOnc

</
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 UNITED STATES g

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. '

&

¥, Donald G. Deble
Post Office Box 1

Areo, ldaho .
Re: Docket No. IMEA-§193 (Copper)
Donald G, Dahle
Rattlesnake Cepper Mine
Butte County, Idaho
Dear ¥r. Dahle: | |

Your letter of June 12, 1956, appealing our denial of
your application for expleration assistance om the above-mentioned
property has been received.

Wo have again reviewed all the infermation available to
w8 here in Washingtoa censerning this project and do mot feel that
there are suffiecient favorable gealogic eriteria %o warrant Govern-
meat participatiom, ¥e must thercfore reaffirm ocur demisl.

Should you at some fauture time obtsin faverable informaticn
concerning the eccwrrsnce of commercial deposits im the sedimentary
recks, another applicatioa could then by submitied, .-

Minerals Program and for brimging your prope;ty to our atitention,

|
| , We wish to thank you again for your interest in the Pefense
| ~ Sincerely yours,
WPKlugescheid/er 7/11/56
Copy to: Docket .=~
Admr R File
Op. Committee
Base Metals »
Mr, Pennington, USBM Administrater
Mr. Xiilggaard, USGS -
Region I, NW Dist. (2)
Chron. . ..






June 12, 195é
RECEIVED
JUN 151956

Mr. Mittendorf, Administratorf/
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration AéQéﬁﬁymzlbﬁxb
U. S. Department of The Interior :

Washington 25, D. C.

Re: . Docket-No. DNEA-4193(Copper)
Donald G. Dahle
Rattlesnake Copper IMine
Butte County, Idaho

Dear Mr. Mittendorf:

Thave received your letter of June 4, and admit that your
decision is not a complete_surprise. lowever, in the hope that the
decision may be appealed, I am writing to further explain my reasons
for trying to reopen the property. ' '

No doubt the samples taken by your examining team were
not as strong as we hoped, and I am aware of the limited size of
actual ore zone. It is neither rich nor big, but I was Hoping your
field examining team would be impressed by the strength and size of the
mineralized zone surrounding the actual ore zone. I had picked the
Copper Veifi to center my exploration below the level because it seemed
the logical location for a central shaft should the sediments balow
the andesite-rhyolite surface flows prove to be commercially mineral-
ized. I am not trying to convince DMEA that the small copper showing
in the Pump or Copper Vein is a significant copper occurence in itself.
I do feel though that if this district has any mineral production
potential it will have to be explored at depth_sufficient to examine

the sediments which underlie the mineralized drea. As yet no mining
activitiés have extended below the level reached in the Last Chance

Vein during and after World Wer IL, and if the conditions below are to
be determined in the near future or during peace-time it will have to

be done by someone with some knowledge of the district and the property,
and with some faith in more favorable mineral conditions below. The
surface conditions in the area are weak except for surface enrichment.
Some supergene enrichment has been encountered also, but for the most-
part the lavas seem to be a poor host. A11 I had hoped for was some
DMEA assistance while I try to prove, at least as far as-possiblepwhether
the district has a future at depth. It will nowdoubt be done eventually.
why not now? With a little encouragement from DMEA I think I have

sufficient backing to give this thing a good try.

Very sincerely,

s DO A ) 77 A

Donald G. Dahle

ENGINEERS @ CONTRACTORS
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- UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ~ A -
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 500 . < ‘ Q_
A - WASHINGTON 25,D.C.. ‘ ~' E ; 2 S

- - WK-g19% 7 A
Mr. Domald G, Deble | B 6?7 |

Post Office Jox )

. Re: Docket Ne. IMEA-K193 {Copper)
. Donald G. DPahle
Rattlesnake Gopper Mine
Butte County, Idaho
Bear Mr, Bmble:

Your ;ppzieatm fcr aid for an sxploration prejeet and other
data available to ws in Huhmun rutcrring to the above-named properiy
have been reviewed, v

Prejects a.pproud by the Defenze Mimals Expleration M-inis-
tration wust, in its judgment, show delinite promiss ef yielding materials
of acceptadble grade in quantities that will signifiseatly improve the
mineral supply position fexr the Rational Defemse Program,

Careful study of all our information, altihcugh meting a small
amount of margimal ore on your claim indicates to us that the prebability
of adisclosing signifisant mimable cre reserves by yowr propesed pregran
iz net sufficiontly promising to justify Gevermmeat participation, We
regret to advige you, wndixr these cirwmmc, a2t yowr application
for mlaration assistanos is denied,

Ucviahuthanknufoxm uunstnmmruumm
Program and for brimgimg your preperty to owr attention,

Sinserely yowrs,

_ N
o : o G. Q. Mittendors ( ,5[,(,4& )
WPKlugescheid/er 6/1/56 ' . ~.

- Copy to: “Docket _ - Administrator

Admr R File . s '

Up., Conmittee

. Mr. Pennington, USBi

vir. Kiilsgaard, USGS

Base Métals

Region I, N Dlst. (2)

Chron. - . o ' ’ ‘ i. | |






UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 500

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

June 1, 1956

Memorandum
Tos The Administrator
From: Chief, Base Metals Division

Subject: Denial of application for Docket No. DMuA-4193 (Copper),
Donald Ge. Dahle, Rattlesnake Copper line, Butte County,
Idaho '

The cited application, dated February 15, 1956, was received
by this office on February 2L.

The Applicant proposes torehabilitate part of the Marne Adit
to permit access to the Spar and Pump veins. The estimated footage of
rehabilitation necessary is 940 and the expenditure involved would be
approximately $12,000.00.

After completing the rehabilitation, the plan is to explore
the Pump vein below the Marne level by means of approximately 1,350 feet
of diamond drilling, The estimated cost of this work would be about
$7,500.,00.

The Field Team examined and sampled the Pump and Spar veins
on March 28 and 29, 1956.

The Spar vein is narrow and slightly mineralized from the
Marne adit to a small stope; from the stope to the face of the drift
the vein widens to about three feet.

SAMPLES
Width Ozs. of Ozs. of Per cent
Description Sample Au per ton Ag per ton Copper
Face of the drift 2.5¢ 0.04 22, 0.28

2.1
Northeast end of stope 3.0! 0.02 8.6 0.38






This vein has one small stope near the face of the drift where
the vein averages 2 to 3 feet wide. The stope is 25 feet long and was
mined to a height of 12 to 1l feet above the back of the drift.

The Pump vein has a small stope approximately 30 feet long, 6
feet wide, and 25 feet high which was mined by the Applicant's fathere.
Dahle reports that 500 tons of ore averaging 3.0 to L.0 per cent copper
and 12,0 to 15.0 ounces of silver per ton were shipped from this stope.

SAVMPLES
Width Ozs. of Ozs. of Per cent

Description Sample Au per ton Ag per ton Copper
In drift south of

Marne adit 3.0! Trace 0.15 0.11
Across vein on pillar

in stope 7.0¢ 0.0L 10.2 0.55
Vein near northeast

end of stope L.l 0.05 . 3.0 0.17
Sixty feet from face :

of drift (pod) 2.5¢ 0,02 3ok 0.58
Southeast end of the

stope 2.7! 0.02 L3 0.15
Stringers 2.0 0.06 242 0.10

Stringers 2.0! 0.07 2.6 0.18

Assays of samples cut by the Field Team on the fringes of the
stope indicate less than 1.0 per cent copper andafew ounces of silver.

The principal production of the area has come from the Last
Chance and Hornsilver mines. The Last Chance ore shoot was mined for lead,
zinc, and silver for 500 feet down its dip. The enriched portion of the Last
Chance stope was well above the level of the Marne adit; consequently, there
is little possibility that the grade of the ore will increase at depth.

The opinion of the Field Team is: "There seems to be no justi-
fication for drilling the Pump vein below the level and we recommend that
the application be deniedl"






The commodity members of the Geological Survey and the Bureau
of Mines concur with the conclusions of the examiners.

| The grade is so low in copper that such a large expenditure

| for rehabilitation is certainly not warranted. The pods which have been
found are so small that they could not contribute to the defense reserve,
and we agree with the recommendations of the Field Team and the commodity

| members that a denial is in order.

|

old

O






 UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MlNERALS EXPLORATION ADMINlSTRATlON ' 5m -
WASHINGTON 25, D C

| - June 1, 1956
Memorandum | - _

Tes . The Administrator

From: '. ‘Chief, Base Netals Division

Sabjects Denial of Appneauon tor Decket No. MA-M?B (Ceppur),
C . Donald G. Dehle, Rattlesnake Copper Mins, Butte County, .
Id*o . N . ’ . . ) , "

The cited applimtion, dam Fohrwy 15, 1956 was roc.iwd
b;r this office cﬂ Fewrsary 2Lh.

Thc Applicant proposes tonhbintau part of the Marnme Adit
to permit access to the Spar and Pump Yeins. The estimated footage of
~ rehabilitation necessary is 940 and the expenditure involved would dbe

sppreximately $12,000.00.

After oouploting the rchabilitation, the plan is to cxplorc
the Pump vein below the Marme level by means of appreximately 1,350 feet
:f diamond drilling. The estimated cost of _thi‘s work vanld bes about

?’5&0&. . o .

The Field 'run oxuinsd and unplcd the Puap and Spar veins
on March 28 and 29’ 19560 .

m Spar vein is narrow and slightly mineralized from the
Harns adit to a small stopes from the stope to the tuca of the drift
the vein widens to nbont thres feet,

 SAMPLES
D  Width  Oss. of Oss. of  Per cent
Description Sample Au per ton  Ag per twn Copper
h“or the drify | 2.5¢ . 00% ‘ ) 22.1 0028

- Northeast end of stope  3.0' .. 0.02 N 0.3
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UNITED STATES .
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ey

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

May 23, 1956

Re: IMEA 4193
. Donald G. Dahle
Battlesnake Mine
Butte County, Idaho
$19)h5?°60 - .Copper

Memorandum

To: W. R. Griswold, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration
From: N. E. Nelson, U. S. Geological Survey

Subject: Review of Field Team report

The applicant requested assistance in rehabilitating an
adit in an old mine and exploring by diamond drilling a small lens
of copper-silver ore. The applicant opened the adit to a point
beyond the vein.: he proposed exploring, the Pump.

. The examiners sampled points in the Pump and Spar veins
and except. for some silver found the veins almost devoid of values.
. This fact, coupled with the expectation that the tonnage is small ’
caused the examiners and the Field Team to recommend denisl of the
application. . . ' ‘

I concur with that recommendation.

N. E. Nelson
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

May 11, 1956
Memorandum
To: W. R. Griswold, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration
From: Commodity Industry Analyst, Branch of Base Metals

Subject: Review of Field Team exatninétion memorandum, Docket No.
DMEA 4193 (copper), Donald G. Dahle, Rattlesnake mine,
(Last Chance Mine), Butte County, Idaho. $19,452.60

. The Field Team examination memorandum of this property
by Howard B. Nickelson, Geological Survey and E. W. Parsons, Bureau
of Mines, has been reviewed and found satisfactory.

It was proposed to explore the Pump vein below the Marne
level by approximately 1,350 feet of diamond drilling at an estimated
cost of $19,452.60.

Exa.minai:ion of the property by the Field Teeam revealed
that the Pump vein is low-grade with little possibility that the grade
will improve with depth.

As a result, it is concluded by the Field Team that the
proposed exploration is not warranted and that the application be
denied.

I agree with the conclusions and recommendations.

Je W. Penni

Copy to: Division of Minerals
Branch of Base Metals (2)
Thor Kiilsgeard, U.S.G.S.
R. W. Geehan
Files
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UNITED STATES B
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR LYy,
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION ay ~ 10
- v _55

So. 157 Howard Street
Spokane U4, Washington
| Mey 3, 1956
Mr. George C. Selfridge, Chairman
Operating Committee, DMEA

Department of the Interior
Washington 25, D. C.

t

Re: Docket No. DMEA-4193 (Copper)
Donald G. Dahle ‘
Rattlesnake Mine (Last Chance Mine)
Butte County, Idaho

Dear Mr. Selfridge:

Enclosed are four copies of a memorandum by H. B. Nickelson,
Geological Survey, and E. W. Parsons, Bureau of Mines, recommending.
that the application of D. G. Dahle for an exploration project at the
Rattlesnake mine be denied.

The applicant proposed diamond drilling the Pump vein below
the Marne adit. There is no indication in the portion of the Pump
vein drift below the stope that significent amounts of ore persisted
to the level. On the Marne level the vein is in primary ore and
there is no reason to expect an increase in grade at depth.

We agree that the application should be denied.

By Field Team, Region I, NW District

</,

zﬁ;q \ Wing G. Agnew, Acting Exec. Officer

U. S. Bureau of Mines

Verne C. Fryklund, J?.,.ACting Menber
U. S. Geological Survey

Enclosures

cc: USBM (2)
USGS(SRO)

Nickelson .
Reviewed by

DMEA OPERATING COWMMITIEE

_9-//-5¢
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UNITED STATES Cl‘- o
TEPARTRMENT (F THE INTERIOR BCEIVED,
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATICN ADMINISTRATION .-~ - {058

So. 157 Howard Streedt
Spokane b4, Weshington

Mey 1, 1956
MEMORANDUM
Tos DMEA Fleld Team, Regiom I, Northwest District

Froms Howexrd B. Nickelson, Geoleozist, U. S. Geologicel Swrvey,
end B. W. Persons, Mining Enginesr, U. S. Bureeu of [Mines

Subjects Field Exsminstion Report, Docket Noo DMEA-4193 (@@pp@r) 9
Doweld G, Dahle, Rettlesneke Mine (Last Chance Mine),
Butte Coumty, Idsho

INTRODUCTICN

‘ On Februery 20, 1956, Domeld G. Dahle submitted en epplicae~
ticn for 2ld at the Rattlespeks Mine; the work he proposed was to
consist of wehebiliteting the Mesne adit end testing e swsll lens of
copper-silver ere below the adit by diemond drilling at an estimsted
cost of $19,452.60.

The writers, accompenied by the epplicsnt, exemined -the
property on March 26 amd 29, 1956, The exemination showed an "oxe
shoot” epproximetely 30 feet long amd 6 feet wide. Although the :
epplicent reports shipmsnts essaying approximately 4.0 percent copper
and 12,0 to 15.0 owaces of silver par tom, semples cut during the
examinetion from the fringe of the sm2ll stope asssyed less then
1.0 percent copper end & few ounces of silver. '

Recommendation
I¢ 18 xecommsnded thet the epplication be denied because
the deposit is small snd below ore grede.

LOCATION AWD ACCESSIBILITY

The property is in the lave Creek Mining District om
Chempagne Creek im secs. 10, 11, 1&, end 15, T. 2 H., R. &b B,
Boise Maridian, Butte Coumty, Idaho.

The rosds to the mine sre essily accessible throughout
most of the yeer; soms snow removel may be necessexy during ths late
vinter months.

Reviewed by
DMEA OPERATING COMMITTEE

S -//-S5%

(date)
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PROPERTY

The applicent owne five contiguous wnpetented claims: the
Merne, formarly the Rattlesnske; Merpe BExt. No. 1l; Apex; Westside;
and Northside, also koown @s the Bsumotk. The Marne Cleim, staked

in 188k, is recorded on page 36 of Book 1 end the other cleims, -

l‘”@@k@d m 1955, are recorded im Book T, pages 13k throvgh 137, &t
the cowrthouvse in Arco, Ideho. The loceticas of the claims exe showm
on plate 1, e surfece geologicel map of the mine axred. This wap wes
svbmitted with the epplicaticm.

The spplicent is & graduste wminins engineer with several
years experience with large mining compenies end is cepeble of
cexrylng ocut the work propesed. It is believed he is Linsmeielly
gble to fulfill his share of the proposed contract.

Deeeription of the Property

The uwndergrowmd workings of this mine end the adjoinivg
properties are shown on plate 1 and plate 2 which are copled Lrom
the maps submitited in the espplicatican. - These maps were teken fLrom.
the following wepowts: Unpublished U. S. Burean of Mines Weswr Minerals
Repert dated June 19kk; snd Investigetion of the Hormsilver Lead-Zine
Property, Robert N. Robey, U, S. Burecau of Mines RI 4277, 198, The
examiners’ sketch of the Pump and Spar veins was added to plate 2.

The espplicent proposes exploretion cn the Pump veln, ome
of the velns cut by the Morne adit. The Mawne adit sehebilitated
for @& distence of 350 feet by the epplicsnt in 1955, end 1t is ecces-
sible for imspection to approximetely 100 f/@@t beyond the Pump vein.

- GEOLOGY

In edditiomn to the two reports @lr@@ﬂ;y cited, the geolegy
of the district hes been described by A. L. Anderson (Ceolozy exnd Ore
Deposits of the Lave Creek District, Idsho Burssu of Mines end Geolemy,
Pam. 32, 1929).

The veins in the evres cceur in Tertiery endesites end
voleenie recks waderlein by rocks of Mississippien age. The endesites
are generally esltered amd ere cut by mineralized fault structures that
strike Wo to N. 20° B, and generally dip steeply to the noxthwest.

The principal preduction of the exes hes cowe firom the Last
Chence and Foxnsilver mines. These exe probebly on the samz structure.
The Last Chenee vein strikes epproximetely H. 28° B. and dips 65°-80° W
The Last Chence ore shoot, which is approximately 150 feet in l@mgthg
wes mined foxr le@.d, zine, end gilver for 500 feet down its dip.






The Marne edit, driven to facilitate the wining of the
lest Chance cre shoot, crossed the Spax veln, Pump vein, end ths
Iron veln., Drifting on these veins has epeountered seversl swall
mﬁn@f@mg@d lenses, mmﬂy of mrginal grade. The Spear veln strikes
ghout No 300 B, end dips 80° W, It is nawrow end slightly minerslized
fﬁ?@m the Mowrne adlt to the swall stops; from the stope to the face the
veln widens to epproximately 3 fest. A saumple cut acrese 2.5 feet at
the face of the dieifﬂt agsayed 0.0% cunee of gold p@r tom, 22.1 ouncss
of silver per tom, and 0.28 psreent @@pp@ifo A seuple eut at the noxthe
eest end of the stope across 3 fest asseyed 0.02 owee of gold pex tow,
8,6 ownces of silver per tom, aad 0.38 percent copper. The Spew veim
has swaldl stope meexr the face of the drift where the veln sveregss
2 %o 3 fest wide. Ths stops is 25 feet long ewd was mined 12 to Lk
Leet ebove the back of the drift. Muerals reccgnized in this velm
ere mareasite, pyrite, & dexk sulfide (probably tetrabadrite ), @nd
QUEEEB o

The Pump vein strikes sbout ¥. 30° B, and ddps 55°-70° W
% bas & smell stope epproximately 30 feet long, 6 feet wide end
25 feet high which wes mined by the epplicent’s father., Dglale meportsd
that his father shipped ebout 500 tons of oxe averaging 3.0 to 4.0
pexeent copper aad 12,0 to 15,0 ownees of silver pexr tea. AZseys Lrom
semples cut by the writers on the fringes of the stope indiecate lesss
then 1.0 pereent copper snd & few cuwaces of silver (pl. 2)o If 3,0 %o
L,0 paxcent copper Aid exist, it muet have besn lecalized im the stopad
85880

The sllicifisd zeome the Pump veln, showm in dexk green v
plate 2, is ecrisscrossed with mincw frectures £illed with mexcesite o
pyrite, end the walls of the openings in this zone are coversd with
delieete dren and copper swifete exystels. Bsyocund the stope, noxrth
eloog the Pum vein drift the silicified zone nesrove and the suwlfide
wnerels ave alwost ebsent. South of the Mawne adlt ths veiln veakens
but the siliecified wull wrock contains numsrcous fractuwres Lilled with
pyrite. The vein in beck of the slope eppears es stwong es it Is in
tha dwife dut, weportedly, the copper and silver valuss exe lewar.

A semmle cut om the Pump veln in the dxrift south of the Mewue
2dd% cut ecwese 3 feet assaysd trace gold, 0.15 cwmes of sllver pew
ten, emd 0.1l porecent copper. A T-foot seumple escross the veln of e
plllex in the stope assaysd 0.0% cunse of gold per tom, 10.2 cwaces of
sllver per ton, and 0.55 percent copper; this sewple 18 representetive
of the materiel miosd in the stops. A sample cubt ecrcss & width of
bk feet cn the veln meesw the northeast end of the stops essaysd
0,05 cumee of gold per 3, 3.0 cuneces ef silver per tea, envd 0,17 par-
cent sopper. Sixty fest freom the faes of the Arift ca the Pump veln e
semple cut acress 2.5 Leet of & swall ped of ere essayed 0,02 cwee OF
gold per tem, 3.4 ownces of silver pexr ton, and 0.58 percent ecppswo






A semple on the southwest end of the stope acrose 2.7 feet assayed

0,02 cunce of gold per tom, 4.3 cunces of silver per tom, and 0.15
percent Copper. samples cut from stringers each gbout 2 feet

wide in the cresscut of the stope essayed 0,06 cunce of gold per tom,
2.2 cunces of silver per ton; ead 0.10 percent copper; end 0.07 oumee
of gold per tom, 2,60 cunces of silver per ton, and 0,18 percent copper.

The Iron vein strikes No 50 B. end dips steeply west; the
vein has not been stoped.

APPLICANT'S PROPOSAL AND COSICLUSICNS

The epplicent wishes to explore the Pum vein below the
Marne level by mesems of approximetely 1,350 feet of diemond drilling.

The ssseys of semples teken elong the Pump vein show that
the vein is very much below ore grade. The vein is not leeched. The //
enriched portion of the Lest Chance stope well ebove the
level; cousequently, thers is little possibility that the of the
ore will ineresse gt depth.

. There seems to be no Justificaticn for drilling this vein
below ths level and we recowmsnd thet the epplication be denied.

- Attechments 2

Distributicons
DVBA A@%
USBM (5
USES(SRO)
Dosket
Nickslson






UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION  RECEIVED

ABEINGEE SRR : P
So. 157 Hewsrd Street I

Spokane 4, Washington :
My 3, 1556 W
—

Mr. George C. Selfridge. Chairman | . ,@Zﬁ
Operating Comittee, IMEA ‘
Departmant of the Intericr

Washingtan 25, D. C.

Ra: Dooket No. IMEA-RIN3 (Copper)
- Denald G. Dmkle
Rattlesnake Mine (Least Chance Mine)
: Butte County. Ideho :
Dear Mr. Belfridge:

Iaclosed are four copies of s memorandum by H. B. Nickelson.
Geological Survey, and E. W. “arsons, Bureau of Mines, recommsnding
that the applicetion of D. G. Dahle for an wlmtiw sroject at the
Mttlomkt mine be Jeanied.

The applicamt proposed dismond drilling the Pump vein below
the Marne adit. There is no indieation in the portion of the Pump
vain drift belov the stope that significanti amounits of cre persistad
to the lewl. On the iarne level the vein is im primary ore and
there is no reasom to expect &n incresse in grade at depth.

We agree thec the spplicatiom should be denled.
By Field Team, Region I, HW Diatrict

Wing G. Agnev, acting Bxec. Officer
U. 5. Buresu of Mines

" Veroe C. Fryklund, Jv., Aeting Wewber
uo SQ Mmim ms

| . Enclosures

ce: UshM (2)
USaS(8RO )
Nickelson
’ : Revieved by
BUE Omﬂxl"ﬂ {e C‘f‘\uaTTEE





' DM T A
- @ ®
SECIYED) -

[1AY ¥ <1956

UNITED STATES ‘
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATICN
So. 157 Howerd Street :
Spoksne 4, Weshingtom

Mey 1, 1956
MERIORANDUNM
Tos DEA Field Tesm, Regiom I, Northwest Distriet

Froms Howerd B. Wickelsom, Geolegist, U. S. Geological Survey,
end B. W. Persons, Muning Euginger, U. S. Burseu of Mines

Subjects PFleld Exsmineticn Report, Docket Fo. IMEA-k193 (Cepper),
Dopeld G. Dehle, Rettlesnske Mine (Last Chence Mine),
Butte County, Idsho :

IFTRODUCTICR

Oa Februexry 20, 1956, Domeld G. Dahle submitted am epplica-
tion for 8dd at the Rettlespake Mine; the work he proposed was to
consist of rechebilitating the Marne adit end testing e small lens of
copper-silver ore below the 2dit by diemond drilling &t en estimated
cost of $19,452.60.

The writers, accompenied by the epplicant, exsmined the
propexty cn March 28 and 29, 1956. The exeminetion showed em "oxe
shoot” epproximetely 30 feet long and 6 fest wide. Although the
epplicent reporte shipmsnts asseying epproximately 4.0 perxcent coppar
ead 12,0 to 15.0 ouneces of silver per tom, semples cut during the
exemination from the fringe of the smell stope ssseyed less than
1.0 percent copper end & few ocunces of silver.

Recommendation )
It is reconmanded thet the spplication be denied becavse
the deposit is small end below oxe gredss

LOCATICN AND ACCESSIBILITY

The property is in the Lesve Creek Mining District on
Chempagne Creck in secs. 10, 11, 1k, end 15, T. 2 ¥., R. 2k B.,
Boise Meridian, Butte County, Idaho. -

The roads t0 the mine ere easily accessible throughout
most of the yeer; soms snow removel may be necessary during the late

winter months. Reviewed by

DMEA OPERATING COMMITYEE

5-)/ -S4

(date)






PROPERTY

The epplicant owns five contiguous umpetented claims: the ‘
Marme, formerly the Rettlesnske; Moxrne BExt. No. 1; Apex; Westslde; ' ;
and Northside, elso known es the Beomock. The Mexme Claim, steked |
i 188k, 4s wecorded on page 36 of Book 1 end the other claims, - ‘
steked in 1955, ave recorded in Book T, pages 13k through 137, at |
the courthouse im Areco, Ideho. The locaticns of the clalms axe shown
on plate 1, & surface geologicel map of the wine area. This map wes
submitted with the epplication.

The epplicent is a greduate mining engineer vith seversd
years experience with lerge mining companies end is cepeble of
cerrying out the work proposed. It is believed he is Pinancially
gble to fulfill his share of the proposed coatract.

Description of the Property

 The wderground workings of this mine end the adjoining
properties are shovm on plate 1 end plate 2 vhich exe copled fxom
the mops submitted in the applicatics. These meps were teken Lrem.
the following reportss Uppublished U. S. Bureau of Mines Wase Minexals
Report dated June 19kk; emd Investigatiom of the Hormsllver Lead-Zine
Property, Robert N. Rodey; U. 8. Buresu of Mimes RI k277, 19b8. The
exmminers! sketch of the Pump and Spar veins wes added to plats 2.

The epplicent proposes exploration on the Pump veln, one
the veins cut by the Mexne adit. The Marns adit wes rehebiliteted
Por @ distance of 350 feet by the epplicant im 1955, end it is acces-
sible for inspection to epproximetely 100 fest beyond the Pump vein.

 GEOLOGY

~ In additien to the two reports alreedy cited, the geology
of the district has been described by A. L. Anderson (Geolozy end Oxe
Deposits of the Leve Creek District, Ideho Bureau of Mines end Geoloxy,
Pam. 32, 1929). '

The veins in the aves oscur in Tertiery endésites end
voleanic recks waderlain by rocks of Mississippien ege. The endesites
exe generally elitered end are cut by mineralized feault structures that
strike No to W. 20° B. generally dip steeply tto the northwest.

: The prineipel preducticn of the axea has come from the Lest
Chence end Hormsilver mines. These are prddebly on the sems strueture.
The Last Chence veln strikes approximately N. 25° B. and dips 65°-80° .
The  Last Chence ore shoot, whiech is approximately 150 feet im lemgth,
wes mined for lead, zinc, and silver for 500 feet down its dip. '





The Marne edit, driven to facilitate the mining the
Last Chexece sheot, crossed the Sperx velin, Pump veln, snd the
Teom vedn, Drifting on these veins has encountersd several eswall
minerelized lenses, usuvally of mawginal grade. Ths Sper veln strikes
gboout No 300 B, and dips 80° W, It is norrow end slightly minerslized
from the Morme adit to the small stope; from the stope to the face the
vein videns to epproximataly 3 feet. A sammle cut ecxess 2.5 feet at
the face of the drift assayed 0.0hk cumee gold pexr tom, 22.1 ouaces
of silver per tom, end 0.28 pavcent copper. A seample cub et the north-
sest end of the stops across 3 feet assayed 0.02 ownce of gold per tem,
8.6 ownces of sllver per tom, end 0.38 percent copper. The Spar vein
hes one swmall stops nsexr the fece of the drift where the veln averagss
2 to 3 feet wide. The stops is 25 feet lovg and was mined 12 to 1bk
feet ebove tha back of the drlft. Muerals recegnized in this veiln
macasite, pyrite, @ dexk sulfide (probebly tetrehedrite), and
QUasTt® o '

The Pump vein strikes ebout H. 30° E. end dips 55°-70° W,
Tt hes & stope eppreximately 30 feet leng, 6 feet wide end
25 feet high which was mined by the epplicant’s father. Dabhle reports
that his father shipped sbeout 500 tome of ore aversging 3.0 to 4.0
perecent eopper @ad 12,0 to 15,0 cunges of silver pexr “ond. Lrom
sauples cub by the writers on the fringss of the stope lndicets less
tham 1.0 percent cepper eud @ fow cwaces of silver (pl. 2)e If 3.0 to
b,0 pexcent copper Ald exisd, it muet heve been leselized in the stoped
B85r8@& o

The silieified zonz ca the Pum veln, shown in dewk gireen o
- plete 2, is crisscrossed with mincw frectures £illed with wawrcesite or
pyrite, emd the walls of the openings in this zows exe covered widh
deliecete ircon and copper sulfetz crystals. Bsycnd the stope, noxth
gloag the Pump vein Arift the siliecified zons newrows the svlfide
minerels ase almest ebsent. Bouth of the Marne adlt the veln weakens
but the silicified woll weoek conteins numerous Lrastures Lilled with
pywite. The veln im back of the Btope appesrs es s8trong es it is dan
the dwift but, seportedly, the copper and silver veluss axe lowemo

A somple cut on the Pump veln in the drift gouth of the Mawwe
adit cut acress 3 fest assayed trece of gold, 0.15 cumee of sllver par
ton, avd 0.1l percent copper. A T-feot sample scrose ths vein of e
pillew in the stops assayed 0.0% cunee of gold per teon, 10.2 cvuces of
silver per ten, and 0.55 parcent coppew; this semple 18 representetive
of the materiel mined la ¢he stope. A semple cut gcxcss @ width of
bl feet the vein meer ths northeast end of the stops csseyed
0,05 ounee of gold per ©ed, 3.0 cuneces ef silver per tca, and 0,17 per-
cent sopper. Sixty feet frem the face of the drift ca the Pump veln @
seaple cut acress 2.5 feet of @ smzll ped of cre essayed C.02 ocwmee of
gold per tom, 3.4 cumces of silver per tem, end 0.58 percent copper.






A sample on the southwest end of the stope across 2.7 feet essaysd

0,02 ownce of gold per tom, 4.3 cunces of silver per tom, end O0.15
percent copper. Two samples cut from stringers each ebout 2 feet

RBde in the crosscut of the stope esseyed 0.06 ounce of gold per tom,
2,2 cunces of silver per ton, and 0,10 percent copper; and 0,07 ovace
of @old per tom, 2:.60 ouweces of silver per tom, amd 0,18 percent copper.

The Iron veln strikes N. 5° E. end dips steeply west; the
veln not been stoped.

APPLICANT'S PROPOSAL AND CONCLUSIONS

The epplicent wishes to explore the Pump veln below the

Masne level by means of epproximetely 1,350 feet of dlamond drilling.

The aseays of semples teken along the Pump veiln show that
the veln is very much below ore grede. The veln is not lesched. The
euriched portion of the Last Chance stope was well sbove the MNawwme
level; conseguently, there is little possibility that the of the
ore will increese et depth.

There seems to be no Justification for drilling this vein
below the level and we mecoumend thet the epplicetion be denied.

- Attechwents 2
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- UNITED STATES P a«-ﬁs*
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR . |

- DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION
S WASHINGTON 25,D.C.

MAR 1 6 1956

A Hr. ded G*m m’
"Pe Us Box 3}
Argo, Idehs

~ Be: Deckat No. DMBEA-4193 (Gopper)
Donald G. Dashle
Rattlesnake Copper Mine
Butte County, Idaho '

Dear Mr. Dahle:

Your applicetion for Government assistance to explore the |
eited properiy has been reviewed by the Base Metals Diviwsiocn of the
Deforrse Minerels Exploration &dninizmnen and haz bean referred
to1

Mr. A. E. Neissenborn
Rxecutive Officer '
DMEA Pield Tesm, Bsgion I
Korthwest District

South 157 Howard Street
Spokane k, Washingion

If the Fleld Toam requires additional information comcern-
ing your applieation, they will contect you &t an wly date.

: sincerely yours,’
Ui G Mt ibn /(Z/

 Adwinistrator

| i Alugescheld/b,]l ( 3/1u/56 )

Copy to: IDocket’
- adire B. File
02+ Cormittee
Base lietals.
Mr. rennington
kr. diilsgaard
Ghron.






- Copy to: Division of Minerals

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

MAR =
March 6, 1956R ¢1956

"

L :
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Memorand;
To: W. R. Griswold, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration
From: Je W. Pennington, Branch of Base Metals

Subject: Review of epplication, Docket No. DMEA 4193 (copper),
Doneld G. Dehle, Rattlesnake Copper Mine, Butte County,
Idaho, $19,452.60 .

It is proposed to explore this property by rehabilitation
of the Marne Adit to gain access to the Spar and Pump Veins; drilling
of four holes totaling about LOO feet from the Spar Vein drift to
locate the strongest mineralization of the Pump Vein; drilling of
three holes aggregating approximately 450 feet from the Spar Vein
drift to determine the dip of the Pump Vein, and drilling of two holes
totaling ebout 500 feet from an undetermined site to explore area
200 feet below the Marne Adit at an estimated cost of $19,452.60.

All costs appear reasonsble except the sampling, assaying,
and accounting items of $0.60 a foot seems low.

It is believed that the proposed drilling would attain
the objectives, but perhaps other spacing locations of the drill holes
would provide more information on the lateral and vertical extent of
the mineralizetion.

Referral of the application is recommended for an examinatim
of the property and evaluation of the program.

Branch of Base Metals (2)
Thor Kiilsgaard, U.S.G.S.
R. W. Geehan

Files
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

IN REPLY REFER TO:

March 1, 1956
| / ’i(, :/h /,‘»’,,,4"&,;
Memorandu.m\/
To: W. R. Griswold, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

From: Thor H. Kiilsgaard, U. S. Geological Survey

Subject: Review of application, DMEA Docket 4193, Rattlesnske
Copper mine, Butte County, Idaho.

The applicant proposes to rehabilitate 94O feet of the
Marne Adit, the lowest haulage level of the 0ld Last Chance mine,
and then to diamond drill 1,350 feet from the adit level to test
the downward continuation of the Pump and Spar veins. Estimated
cost of the project is $19,452.00.

The Pump and Spar are reported to have been worked by
the applicant's father in 1937. A small stope on the Pump vein
yielded 500 tons of ore assaying i percent copper, 20 ounces of
silver, and about .10 ounce gold per ton.

The main producer at the Last Chance mine has been the

Last Chance vein, a strong vein outcropping in a wide zone of
highly-altered ‘andesite. This zone is continuous for almost half
a mile to the north where it forms the wall rock of the Hornsilver
mine. The Last Chance and Hornsilver are the only mines in the
immediate district of any notable production. The Last Chance
ore shoot has been mined down the rake to a distance of 600 feet
below the outcrop. Throughout this distance the shoot has averaged ;..
5 feet in width and 150 feet in strike length. Production from
this ore shoot during the period 1941 to April 1946 emounted to
14,562 tons, having an average metal content of 6.53 percent zinc,
3. 58 percent lead,’ 0.26 percent copper, 2.62 ounces silver, and

0.027 ounce gold. It is reported that when mining operations in
the ore shoot ceased there remained near the bottom of a 100-foot
winze below the Marne level an estimated 1, 000 tons of ore: Mining
of this ore was unprofitable because of the loose and caving nature
of the ground.






The Pump and Spar 3 veins appear to have been insignificant
structures not deemed worthy of exploration by the Horn Silver
Consolidated Mines Co. where crosscut by the Marne Adit. This
observation seems to be in part borne out by the narrow zones of
wall rock alteration that enclose the veins at the outcrop.
Neither of these alteration zones is comparable to that enclosing
the Last Chance vein. The narrow widths of the veins, the limited
production and probable small size of the ore bodies, amd the
limited wall rock alteration make successful exploration of the
veins by diamond drilling doubtful. Certainly, there seems to be
no reason for. Series 1 holes and little reason for holes in
Series 2. Holes in Series 3 would give a better look at the vein.

Field examiners might discuss with the applicant the
possibility of rehabilitating the Marne level to the Last Chance
vein and putting some dovm holes under the Last Chance ore shoot.
Such holes could show the habit of the vein in the underlying
Mississippian .sediments. If the shoot did not maintain its size
and grade in these sediments there would appear to be a questionable
future for the mine. -

Refe; to the Field Team for field examination.

o 16 Jilagoin

Thoxr H. Kiilsgaard





‘ ‘ IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES -  RECEIVED
'DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY - MAR = 21956
- WASHINGTON 25, D.C. ‘ 4

Tos = W. R. Griswsld, Defense Minevels Exp) eration Muinistration

From:  Thar E. Killagaard, U. 5. Geological Survey

Subject: Review of spplicstion; DMEA Docket 4193, Rattlesseke
W’ o, Puite Mﬁy, Idaho.

- ‘the applicent proposes to rebebilitete 90 fest of the
Marne Mit, the lowest halsgs lewl of the old Last Chence mine,
and then to diamond 4rill 1,350 fest frem the adit lsvel to test
cont of the project is $19,452.00. | -

winge below the Marne level an estimated 1,000 tons of ore. Mining
of the ground, -





Fisdd examiners wight disouss with the sppliesnt the
Pocsiblliity of yohabilitating the Jome lavel to the Last Chanee
vein sk putiing eeme down holss under the last Chanes ave sheot,
mm«mmmmuwmmmmm

| sedimants. ummmmmmm

- Rafer to the Fiald Tesn for field sasminstion,

 hor X, Killsgaard

%aardziml
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X. l. Yeyer, 3623






Subjeef;'HMEA}h193
, Re:Rattlesnake Copper Hfine
PovBoxd OO © Fetruary 28, 1956
Arco, Idaho ' ' ' :
Dear Sif:
| ‘The reoeipt of your application dated February 15, 1955
vfor exploration assistance under the Defense Produetion Act of 1950,
as amended, is hereby acknowledged '
Your applioation has been eeeigned Docket Number DHEAsh193
and referred to the Baee Metals Division. | '
| Kindly identify nll future correspondence releting to your
epplication by this docket number,

- Sincerely yours,

. Robert B, Adams, Chief
- Operationl Control and
Statiatics Divieion

0922 -
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PY ®
Rl e UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR .
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION HECEIVED

i FEB 241956

VA SHEINEXDQIN26 D00
So. 157 Howard Street
Spokane lj, Washington

February 21, 1956

Mr. George €. Selfridge, Chairman
Operating Committee, DMEA
Department of the Interior
Washingten 25, D. C.

Re: Transmittal of an Application for
Aid in an Exploration Project (copper-silver)
Donald G, Dahle
Rattlesnake Copper Mine
Butte County, Idaho

Dear Mr. Selfridge:

Enclosed are three copies of an application submitted
by Donald G, Dahle of Arco, Idaho, One copy of the Form MF-103
together with one set of maps has been retained for our files.
You will note that the applicant requests that Supperting Docu-
ments No, I, 2, and 3 be returned to him, These are the only

“copies submitted by the applicant.

Sincerely yours,

éé? J. ‘Quinlan

For: A, E. Weissenborn
Executive Officer, DMEA
Field! 'Team, Region I, NW District
Enclosures A . .

ccs USBM(2)






M8 -0 -~ UNITED STQES DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTERQR Form Approved, o,
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION - CHivED™

RECzIvED ™ o FEB 2 41856

v - | \

CC Not to be filledsin by applicant

V N e FER 20 195
. APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN - // 7. j
EXPLORATION PROJECT, PURSUANT TQ.s..s. ’ﬁ‘:‘:’a‘;‘toﬁ&meml

DMEA ORDER 1, UNDER THE DEFENSE“"™ ™ || Jel o oo
PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED Estimated Cost ___x/zf__ é__o_ _____________

Participation (Government %) --J’Z? ............

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Name of applicant.—(a) State here your full legal name, in the form in whlch you will wish to contract, and your
mailing address: _...DONALD_ . G.. DAHLE
P, 0, BOX 1

(b) If other than an individual, add to your name above whether a corporation, partnership, etc., and the name of the State
in which incorporated or otherwise organized.

(¢) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names and addresses of officers.

(d) If a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners.

2. Geneml.—Read DMEA Order 1, “Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects,” before completing this application.
Submit this application and all accompanying papers in quadruplicate (four copies), with your name and address on each
sheet of the application and on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required

‘tnformation, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number.

Comply with all applicable instructions; or, if not applicable, so state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration
Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest field executive officer thereof.

8. Applicant’s property rights.—(a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all
land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and excluding any land or interest in land which is

not to be included in the exploration project contract See_page 1’ attached

(b) State any mine name by which the property is known.
(c¢) State your interest in the land, whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or otherwise

(d) If you are not the owner, submit with this application a copy of the lease, contract, or other document under which
you control the property.

(e) If you own the land, describe any liens or encumbrances on it

(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the dgscription above, the book ?d page, numbers for each recorded
location notice.

4. Physical description.—(a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being
conducted upon the land, including existing mine workings and production facilities. State your interest, if any, in such
operations. Also describe accessibility of mlne worklngs for examination purposes.

(b) State past and current productlon, and ore reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades.

(¢) Describe the geologic features of the property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, etc ), and your
reasons for wishing to explore. Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, indicating on each
whether you require its return to you.

(d) State the facts with respect to the accessibility of the project: Access roads, distances to shipping, snpply and remdence
points.

(e) State the availability of manpower, materials, supplies, eqmpment water, and power. " 1e—esssi-1






5. The exploration progectQ) Staté the mineral or minerals for which ’Wlsh to explore .Principally ... ...
~ Copper, with accompanying Silver and minor Gold

(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if needed)
of any present mine workings, and the location of the proposed exploratlon work as related to such features as contacts,
veins, ore-bearing beds, ete.

(¢) The work will sstart w1thm -3.0. ..... days and be completed within .120 ..... from the date of an exploration
project contract.

(d) State the operating experience and background of the applicant with relation to the ability to carry out such explo-
ration project, and also that of the person or persons who will supervise the operations.

imate of costs.—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you will have to use a separate sheet),
under the following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project:

(&) Independent contracts.—(Note.—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write “none”
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work in subsequent
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard
of material moved, etec.).

(b) Labor, supe'rmswn, consultants.—Include an itemized schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees
for necessary labor, supervision and engineering and geological consultants.

(¢) Operating materials and supplies—Furnish an itemized list, including items of equipment costing less than $50 each,
and power, water and fuel, L o

(d) Operating equipment. —Furmsh an itemized list of any operating equipment to be rented, purchased, or which is owned
and will be furnished by the Operator, with the estimated rental, purchase price, or suggested use-allowance based on present
value, as the case may be.

(e) Rehabilitation and repairs~—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary initial rehabilitation or repairs
of existing buildings, installations, ﬁxtures, and movable operating equlpment now owned by the Operator and which will be
devoted to the exploration project.

(f ) New buildings, improvements, installations.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary buildings, fixed
improvements, or installations to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project. '

(g) Miscellaneous—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not
including initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator’s equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmen’s compensatlon
and employers’ hablhty insurance, and payroll taxes. -

(h) “Contingenciés ~—Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated above.
NoTE~—No items of general overhead, corporate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or any
other indirect costs, or Work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be included in the
estimate of costs.
7. (a) Are you prepared to furnish your share of the cost of the proposed prOJect in accordance with the regulations on
Government participation (Sec. 7, DMEA No,1)? IES .
(b) How do you propose to furnish your share of the costs?

, , ‘Money Use of equipment owned by you D Other -

Explain in detail on acompanying paper.

P

CERTIFICATION

The unders1gned whether as an 1nd1v1dua1 corporate oﬁ‘icer, partner, or otherwme, both in his own behalf and acting for
the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best
of his knowledge and belief.

Dated February 15, 1958

M&z%}f/ ...............

By. DONALD. _G... DAHLE

Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a willfully false statement or repre‘sentalion to any depart-
ment or agency of the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction.

' 'U. 8. GOVERNKENT PRINTING OFFlCi 16—66551-1






.+ Additiomal Information for DVEA Application  D. G. Dahle

| | | ». "1 Rattlesnake

- L Copper Mine .

3. A4pplicant's property rights-- ‘

(a.) Legal deecrlption of land to be :.noluded in this exploration propesal 1s as follows:
Five (5) unpatented Lode Mining Claims, the Marne, Marne Ext. #1, Apex, Kestside,
and Northside, (slso known as the Bannock). All claims are contingent, see Fig, 1.
These claims are located in the Iava Creek Mining Dist. on Champagne Creek, in Sects
10, 11, 14, 15, of Township 2N, Range 24E, Bolse Meridian, Butte County, Idaho.

- dstual exploration will be limited to the Marne Claim, however successful results
may benefit the other claims, Adjoining these claims on the North and East is the
Iast Chance-Hornsilver Group of patented claims and these are not included in this
application, - They are not likely to be benefitted directly from this exploration.

(b) This venture is now being operated as the Rattlesnake Copper Mine,

(¢) The applicant is the whole owner of the claims concerned, having purchased the
. Marne claim from the widow of one of the original locaters, and having located the .
other claims as abandoned mining claims during the summer of 1955, These five kRkkk
elaims were previously controlled by the Era Mining and Development Co. now defunct..

(d) Does not apply

(e) There are no liens or other encumbrances against the property.

(£) The above described claims are recorded as follows: The Marne was originally locate
- : ed as the Battlesnake in 1884 and is recorded on page 36 of Book 1. The other
, ' claims were 1ooated during July, 1955 » and recorded in Book 7, Pages lBA thru 137. .

be Physical description=--

(a) The Marne Adit was driven by the Horn Silver Consolidated Mines Co. during the late
1020's to explore the Iast Chance Veln at lower elevation. The applicants father
wasg an official in the Company during that time. Sub-marginal ore and low metal
prices forced closure of the mine in late 1937. During the last year of operation
by the Horn Silver Cons. the applican8's father operated on a lease from the Co, - |
and explored ‘the Spar Vein, Pump Vein, and Iron Vein to the extent shown on Fig. 2.
4 emall stope above level on the Pump Vein was opened and a small tonnage of ore <
was shipped. The grade leaned upward so a short winze was driven below level but
was not advanced sufficiently to prove the existance of commercial ore. The small
[/ - tonnage removed from below track proved ki of better. grade than that from the stope
above however. The Horn Silver Cons went defunct in 1937 and the lease was voided.

g

The Era Mining and Development Co. successfully reopened the property during the
| early 1940's and mined a substantial tonnage from the Iast Chance Vein, During
)\ the War the production bonus on zinc allowed a small margin of profit.. When the
bonus was removed the property was closed. The Era did not undertake development
of any of the other zones of mineralization shown on l‘ig. 2, and no ore was shipy |
ped from them, : . -

| The applicant purchased the Marne claim in 1951 with the intention of exploring
| the Pump Vein copper below the ik Marne level. Reopening of the level began in '
- 1955 but has been suspended for the winter. L

Page 1
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The Era Mining and Dev. Co. removed all of the rail from' the Marne Adit when they N
closed down and-left the portal open to the natural drafts resulting from approx.
350 of vertical development above the level to the surface. B During the Winter the
strong inbound drafts would freeze the water draining from the mine as far: back as
600 feet from the portal and the ice would build up to depths of six feet. The ribs.
of the drift were badly eroded and-the timber severly damaged. . '

Du.ring the Summer of 1955 the Adit was opened sufficiently to allow examination and
estimation of the task of remnovation, Track was laid to a depth of 350 feet and

some timber was repaired. Caved material was removed to the same depth and in places
was ofer seven feel deep for distances of 40 or 50 feet. 4n area of severe caving
and rotted timber forced the applicant to secure more assistance financially before
continuing. The area is pessable, but should be coxnpletely retimbered and the- large :
cavities above t:'unber cribbed up.

The prOperty is now aooessible exoept. for snow on the road. The equipment on the
property is as follows: one 125 cfm rotary air compressor, one Model 12-B Eimco

Mucker, three mine ears, one D-2 Cat tractor with Dozer, 400! mine track, 400t 2°
alr line, enough timber for 40' of timbering and misceldanecus small tools.

(b) The only production from the area to be explored was made by the applicant's ﬂather
during the mid-1930's, Approximately 500 tons were shipped from the Pump Vein in
1937. The applicant has been unable to acquire a smelter record of that production,
but his father's records show a gross value of &lightly better than $14.00/ton.

The copper averaged a little over 4%, and the silver about 20 oz,, with about $3.50
in golde The ore from below track level ran somewhat better than that from the stope
above, At present there are no mineable ore reserves on the property.

(¢) The Geology. of the District has been described by A. L. Anderson for the Idaho
" . Bureau of Mines and Geology, and by Robert N. Roby for the U, S. Bureau of Mines.
- The latter report is appended to this application but the applicant requests its
REturn, Figures 1 and 2 attached, show the relatlonship of the veins to each other
afd the general geology of the area. The Pump vein is not described by Roby, but
its geology is similar to the others. The Iron Vein and the Pump Vein appear to
intersect to the Northeast on strike, and the Spar Vein appears to be a split from
the pump vein at depth.. 411 three veins show copper values and accompanying R
gold and silver, and the areas between them are weakly mineralized. The Rake or:
_ Plunge or fhe orebodies of thege veins have not been established but are likely
} o to follow the Iast Chance which dips West and Rakes 45° to the North,

(d) The property is accessible by well-maintained State and. County roads. . It is 18
miles Southwest of Arco, the county seat of Butte County and the nearest rail point.
There are no housing facilities on the property and for the purpose of this
exploration it is not inteﬂded to provide housing The labor crew can commute
easlily from Arco. ‘ . o

(e) Manpower for operating the property is available in the vacinity of & Arco, but
. will be strongly influenced by the construction projects of the Atomic Energy
Commission on the Arco desert where contractors pay $2.00/hr. plus $5.00/day for
travel for common 1abor. '

Page 2






| D. G. Dahle
o = ‘ ' Ratilesnake
Paragraph 4 (e Conti . | Gopper Mine
Hardware amd materials are available in Arco or nearby Mackay, or can be shipped
from Pocatello or Salt lake Gity by rail or truck

(,

There'ie no timber on the property and timber suitable for mine timber will have
to be hauled from 50 to 100 miles to the property. Three timber producers in the
area offer dimensional timber at KkR $60 to $70 per thousand. Roun@l timber for

| posts and caps w111 cost about 20¢ per running foot. o

Water is in limited supply in the area. Springs are fed by raing and melting snow, ‘
| and have not been extensively developed. Water from the mine contains more than |
| 100 parts per million in dilssolved copper and has a ph value of 2 to 3. The water
| ‘from beyond the copper mineralization my be suitable for diamond drilling and
- - other mine purposes however. - ‘

Electric power is not available at present. %n REA line passes three miles from
the property but is single-phase only. ' High voltage three-phase power is avail-
able in Arco should it become necessary.

5. The Exploration projecte- ’ ' S
(a) This exploration project is inteﬂded to confirm the presence or absence of commer-
clal copper ore below the Marne Level in.the region of the Pump Vein. Some gold
and silver should be associated with the coPPer.' '

(b) It is proposed that the Marne Adit be renovated sufficient to allow access to the

- Spar and Pump Veins. - See Fig. 2 and Fig. 3. This renovation will involve the |
| ' removal and replavement of rotted timber where necessary and the removal of all {
| caved material and other spoil. Cribbing will be required in many places to fill
the void above the timber. Mine track will be installed and air line sufficient |
to operate equipment underground. -4 drain ditch will be required for the entire
length of the renovation to keep the caustic water off the rail and pipe. When

the drift renovation will allow, a diamodd drilling program will be initiated

by drilling three series of holes to penetrate the vein structure at different |
elevations below the level. Series #1 will be drilled from the Spar Vein as shown <
on Fig. 4=4 to locate the strongest region of mineralization. Series #2 will also

be drilled from the Spar Vein and will serve to determine the Rake of the orebody.
‘Series #3 will be drilled from a point to be determined later, and will serve |
one of two purposes, either to confirm the presence of ore 200! below track and |
explore the vein below the split with the Spar vein, or to probe for the bottom ‘
of the lavas and help establish the continuity of the veins down in the sediments.
Drill Holes of Series #2 and #3 are shown on Figs. 4-B and 4-C respectively., It ‘
is interesting to speculate as to the conditions below the lavas should these |
veins pass through favorable beds of limestone or dolomite which appear to under-

‘1lie the entire area. _

(e) Work will start within 30 days and will be completed within 120 days of a contract.

(d) The applicant is a graduate mining engineer and has more than 10 years of varied
mining experience including service as a mine engineer and as a mine geologist.
He is familiar with the property involved and intends to supervise the exploration

personalmy
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‘ : ‘ ’ . N ‘ D. G. Dahle

Ly e _ Rattlesnake
R "Copper Mine

Cost Estimate=-. ' . , .
(a) Independent Contracts-- . !

The diamond drilling phase of the program may be placed on an independent contraot.
Allowing & maximum of 1600feet of hole at a probable cost of $5.50 per foot this
program should cost approximately $8,800.00.

(b) Iabor, Supervision, etc.

2 miners @ $16,00/shift - $32 00
surface laborer @ 16.00/shift 8.00
engineer superviser' s '@ $600/month ‘ _12.00

' Total Iabor. $52 00
Payroll taxes, insurance, compensation, etc @ 11%
Total $57.194shift
Allowing an average of 10 feet advance per shift $5.77/fo0t

 Sampling, Assaying, and accounting @ $6. Oo/éhift v 0.60/£oot
(c) Operating material and suppliea-- | .

o ‘ Cost per foot adwance
Mine rail @ $210/ton (20 lb ) : ~ $0.70 :

. Plates, bolts, spikes etc. - ' o 0.10
Track ties 4 X 6 X 30 inches : s 0.20
Air Tine 4" Victaulic coupling - 1.25
Timber; posts, caps, lagging, cribbing installed 8.00
Power; gas, oil,etc. , 0.50
" Repair parts : o 0440
Miscellaneous : 0,25
: S Total = $11.40/1t
(d) Operating Equipment-- - Depreciation schedule of Equipment '
Item - .- Value Dep. Allowance
125 cfm compressor . ' $4000 . $66.67
12+B Eimco Mucker - $4000 . $66.67
liton truck - $2200 - : $36.67
3 mine cars @ $100 - 300 g 5.00
jackhammer ' 300 - ' 5.00
Pneumatic saw for removing timber 300 ‘ . ' 5,00 .
Chain saw for framing timber 300 ' ' 5.00 .
~ Adr redeiver , ‘ 150 * 2,50
: .. Total $192 51/month

$192 51/month @25 shlfts/month and 10 feet/shift $0 77/ft

(e) (£) Estimated cost of moving a ‘amall shop building owned by applicant to the
prOperty and locating same. To be moved 12 miles at’ $5 Oo/hile $60.00

Recap _
Renovation Summary '
Total drift footage to be renovated which will require timber 340 faet @ $18. 54/Tt

~ $5,703.60
Total drift footage to be renovategenot requiring timber 600 feet @ $10. 54/Tt
: 324,00 .
Total diamond drilling allowing planned 1350 feet @ $5. 50/ft o
7 +00
Total  § 19,452,
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We wish to thank you again for your interest in the Defense Minerals
Program and for bringing your property to our attention.

Sincerely yours,

Administrator

Mr., Donald G, Dahle
Post Office Box 1
Arco, Idaho
Re: Docket No, DMEA-4193 (Copper)
Donald G, Dahle
Rattlesnake Copper Mine
Butte County, Idaho

Dear Mr, Dahle:
Your letter of June 12, 1956)appeaaling our denial of your
application for exploration assistance on the above-mentioned prop-

' erty/v'ha.s been received, \é M '#'M

We have again reviewed all the information Mtegy(diepodad
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