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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOF 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMIN ISTRATION 


So 157 Howard Street	 1D 


Spokane ii. , Washington 


September 11, 1957 


New Applicati

Ruby Company 
Bloomington Canyon 
Bear Lake County, Idaho 


Dear Mr. Seifridge: 


Enclosed are the original and two copies of an application 
for DMEA aid to explore for selenium in Bear Lake County, Idaho. 
Ruby Company, a wholly owned subsidiary of J. R. Simplot Company, 
proposes to rehabilitate and sample three caved tunnels. The work 
is estimated to require 800 feet of cleaning out tunnels, 800 feet 
of timbering, and cutting and assaying 160 samples at a total cost 
of $13,176.00, of which the Government's share would be $9,882.00. 


We had heard that this application would be corning in, 
and wrote to David F. Davidson, Geologist, U. S. Geological Survey, 
who is working on selenium reserves of the United States to learn 
what information he might have on this property. A copy of his 
reply is attached. 


J. Bruce Clemrner, Superintendent of the U. S. Bureau of 
Mines Intermountain Experiment Station, Salt Lake City, Utah, has 
taken many samples in the Bloomington Canyon area. The Spokane 
Bureau of Mines office does not yet have any of the assay results. 


Sincerely yours, 


Donald R. MacLaren 
Mternate Acting Exec. Officer 
DMEA Field Team, Region I 


Enclosures 


cc: USBM (2) 
Geologist 


Mr. George C. Seifridge, Chairman 
Operating Committee, DMEA 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 25, D. C.


Re:
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w 
DEPARITMENTOFTHEINTERIOR 


. : • • ':. : •	 .:: pEFENS..IALS XPLORATION ADMIST'RATI 


APPLiCATION FOR AID IN A, EXPLORAT'	 PkJE ' 
t 


PURSUANT TO DMEA ORDER I, UNDER THE DENSQpUCT1ON ACT OF 	 D 


N AI.4. OF APP LIçAN I (Fu11.1ga1natheand.niai1ing.address aPshou1d app&r.;. , ._AP P.LLCAN T. .NO I OUSTJ$IS BL OCK



	


on contract if one s executed) 	 9 7	 Docket Number 


C	 Dd r 
Ruby Company	


te eceive 
a' i i . 


212 Continental Bank Building 	
'*	 - 


. :.	 P:O.•BÔ*2777	 . .. .'S	 •	
. ; te=n%:. :	 •	 :	 . 


Boise, Idaho	 Reg*on 


i	 JNJ 
Division Code 


i	 , 
BUSINESS ORGANIZATION LiST. C ORP QR. E O.F Et CER,$ QR P ARITE.RS. HERE, iFAPPLICABLE !:! 	 . . . 


(Check one)	 Name	 Adcjress	 Title 


Individual	 fl	 J. rt. Sirnplot	 Continenta) Bank 1dg. President 
Corporation	 1• 1	 John M. Dahi	 "	 U	 It	 Vice-Pres . & 
Partnership	 Treas. 
Other(Specify)	 , L. E. Haiglit	 t	 Secretary 


State in whii firm is 
organized Utah 
Mineral(s) for which you wish to explore	 '	 LOCATION OF PROPERTY 


Selenium	 rdxte	 County	 State 
I 


Estimated Cost of Project	 k 


$	 13,176.00	 Bloomington Canyon, Bear Lake Cty, Idahc 


GEERALIt'STRUCTJON 
Before filling out this application,.please read DMEA Order—I, 	 sketches should be used to supplement narrati4edèscriptions 
Amended, "Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects " 	 of the property location and boundaries in item 1 existing 
To assur prompt action, your application must4provxde all 	 mine workings and geology in item 2, and the proposed 
applicable material and information specified on the back of 	 exploration project in item 4 When this information is not 
this application form Avoid unnecessary correspondence and 	 too complex all of it may be shown on one snap or sketch 
delays by submitting complete and accurate information 	 All documents and other attachments submitted as a part of 
Please submit four copies of thi application and all ac	 this application, except those in item () wluch yop mark to 
companyin4 papeté" except as otherwise noted Place your	 be returned, becomç the property of the. Government and will 
name and address on each sheet Each item of information 	 not be returned to the applicant 	 Send true copies not 


maps, and reports rquired as a part of this application is 	 originals of leases contracts and other doutnents which 
described on the back of this form Identify each attached 	 are an essential part of your business rCcbrds F:le this 


statement 1y the item number to which it applies I( an iten 	 application with the Defense Minerals Exploration Athnzr{is 


does not apply to your application show the item number on 	 tratior Department of the Interior Washington 25 D C 


yourstatement and after it write "not applicable " Maps or	 or with the nearest DMEA Field Office	 0 


CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, wlether as an individual corporate	 mation set forth in this form and accompanying papers 
officer partner or- otherwise both in his own behalf	 is correct and complete to	 jest of his knowledge 
and acting for the applibant certifies that the infor	 and belief	 / 


1957


Title 


A wilfully false statement or certification to any Department o Agency o t1e United States Government is a criminal offense 
U S Code Title 18 Sec 1001
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I	 August 22, 1957



BLOOMINGTON CANYON 


1. (a) Property consists of 14 . unpatented lode 


claims, Jo Nos. 1 thru 14, located in Section 21, 


T. 14. S., R. 43 E., Boise B& M,and recorded in 


Book 5, Pages 327, 32, 329, 330, 331, 332, 333, 


334., and 335., Bear Lake County Recorder's Office, 


ParLs, Idaho. 


(b) Bloomington Canyon 


(c) Locator of Claims 


(d) None 


2. (a) Three adits, totaling aproximately 1,150 feet. 


All are caved at the portals and are inaccessible 


at present. Foir trenches, and one small open pit. 


No production facilities. 


(b) Past work was done by the	 dkCQal and 


Mfg.Co., agent for the Metals Reserve Company. 


(c) Unknown 


(d) Unknown 


te) See Sheet 1, Map MF 4.l U.S.G.S. - 


(f) Selenium was found in samples 


(g) (Map MF 4.1) Sheets 1 and 4.







.	 I 


3. (a) S. A. Robinson, do Ruby Company, P. 0. 


Box 2777, Boise, Idaho. Property reached from 


Montpelier, Idaho, by following U. S. 89 west and 


south for 11 miles to Bloomington, Idaho, thence 


west two miles up Bloomington Canyon. Property ad-


joins road on north 


(b) Nearest supply 


13 miles distant. 


. (a) It is proposed 


114.5 and 165 incline 


mat ely 800 feet and


side of canyon. 


point is Montpelier, approximately 


to reopen the 12S adit, and the 


S for a total distance of. approxi-


sample them for the purpose of 


determining the selenium content of the phosphoria 


formation as exposed in those workings. 


All three tunnels are caved at the portal, and 


because it is impossible to tell their 


underground, it is proposed to do this 


unit-cost basis as follows: * 


Opening Tunnels (800 Ft.) 46.34.6/ft.-'-
Timbering (800 ft.) 8.697/ft. 
Sampling & Assaying (160 Samples )$7 .13


condition 


work on a 


* 5,076.99 
• 6,957.87 


2/sa.- ll4l.l4 
$13,176.00 


* See Schedule A for breakdown of unit cost. 


-2-







(b) None 


(c) Start immediately. At approximately 10 feet 


per shift for two-man crew, with three to six crews 


depending upon availability of miners, the work 


should be completed within 60 to 90 days. 


5. The Ruby Company is a wholly owned subsidiary of 


the J. R. Simplot Company, whose mining staff will 


supervise the Bloomington project. The J. R. 


Simplot Company has been operating both srurface 


and underground mines over a period of years, and 


is at this time operating two large open-pit 


phosphate mines, a barite property and a silica 


property aggregating in ore tonnages close to a 


million tons per annum. 


The project will be under the direct supervision of 


S. A. Robinson, who has five years experience as 


a miner and shift boss in. underground operations. 


This includes experience in both hard rock and heavy 


timbered ground. He is a graduate geologist 


(University of Washington), with B. S. degree in 


geology, and has six years experience as resident 


engineer and exploration geologist with the J. R. 


Simplot Company, which is the holding company of the 


Ruby Company. 


6. (a) None







7.


. 


(b) 


Miners at $i	 per shift: 100 man-shifts $1,800.00 
Muckers at. $14/shift: 100 man-shifts 1,400.00 
Shift B08s at $703.33/mo: 3 months 2,110.00 
Sampler at $14/shift: 30 shiftS 420.00 
Engineering.& Office : 1 man at $750/mo. 


2 months. 500 .00


$ 7230.00 
All labor will be available. 


(c) 


Timber: 160 sets at $20/set $3,200.00 
Fuel and Oil	 S 450.00 
Small Tools 100.00


$ 3,750.00 


(d)	 Equipment Rental: 


Compressor (1054190/mo) -2 mo. $	 380.00 
SIusher (24'! ) $135/mo -.2 mo. 270.00 
Mine Car.(IL.ton)'at $30/mo - 2 mo. 60.00 
Mine Rail 500 ft. at. $30/mo - 2 mo. 60.00 


$ 770.00 


(e) None 


(f)	 None 


(g)	 Cables for Slusher $	 220.00 
Assaying: 160- Samples at $3.00 .	 4.80.00 
Payroll Taxes, Accounting, Etc. 674.00 
Sample Sacks an4 Freight -	 52.00 -	 S 


1,4.26.00 


$13,176.00 


(a)	 Yes 


(b)	 Furnish money for 25% of total cost 43,294.00.


I







$1; 600.00

1,100.00



770.00

450.00

100.00 


220.00 
- 36.99 


600.00 
.1,010.00 
3, 00 .00 
1.14.7.a7 


$ 420.00 
4aO.O0 


27.00 
25.00 


l9.l4


. 


SCHEDULE A 


OPENING TUNNELS 


Mucking 
Supervision 
Equip. Rental 
Fuel 
Small Tools 
Cables '(for 
slusher) 


* Overhead. 


TIMBERING 


Labor 
Supervision 
Timber 


* Overhead 


PJIPLING 


Labor 
Assaying 
Sacks 
Freight 


* Overhead 


TOTAL


1.14l .14.	 132/Sample 


4ij. 76.Oo 


*6,957.a7
	


$a.697/Ft. 


45, 076.99
	


6.346/Ft. 


*_ORHEA	 Distributed proportionately between above headings. 


Engineering and Office	 1,5OO.00 


Taxes, Accounting	 . 674.00. 
2,174..00







U R SIMPLOT CD



8DISE,.IDAHO 


8epteiber 5, 1957


Idaho Selenium 
11oomington Canyon 


Mr A. E4. weissenboru 
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J. R.SIMFLOT COMPANY	 ___ 
GE N ERA L 0 F F ICES 


CONTINENTAL BANK BUILDING	 ./ I	 I 
BOISE, IDAHO	 I	 I 


OctobEr 15, 1957


Re; Docket No. DMEA-13O-
Selenium 
Ruby Company 
Bloomington Cany9n 
Bear Lake County Idaho 


Mr. C. 0. Mittendorf 
Administrator 
U. S. Department of Interior 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Mitteridorf: 


This will acknowledge receipt of your 
letter dated October 2, advising that our 
DMEA application has been denied. 


Cordially, 


George A. McHugh 
Manager of Mines 


GAM: j e 


Signed in absence 
of George McHugh
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UNITED STATES 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERI( 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMIN ISTRATI 


So. 157 Howard Street 
Spokane I, Washington 


,-- - 
__;_-


a4 g57 


-	 \1Q-


October 8, 1957 


Mr. George C. Selfridge, Chairman 
Operating Committee, DMEA 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 25, D. C.


Re: Docket No. DMEA-Ii83O (Selenium) 
Ruby Company 
Bloomington Canyon 
Bear Lake County, Idaho 


Dear Mr. Selfridge: 


Enclosed, are t4::. copies of a memorandum commenting on 
the selenium occurrence in the Paris-Bloomington Canyon area pre-
pared by the Division of Mineral Technology, U. S. Bureau of Mines, 
Region III for the Chief, Spokane Field Office. 


Althongh the application has already been denied, we are 
forwarding this memorandum for your files in case the applicant 
reopens the tunnels and presents another proposal. 


Sincerely yours, 


a 
A. E. Weissenborn 
Executive Officer, DMEA 
Field Team, Region I 


Enclosures 


cc: USBM (2) 
Alvord
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


BUREAU OF MINES



REGION III 


September 25, 1957 


INTERMOUNTAIN

EXPERIMENT STATION


-. 
Memorandum 


To:	 Chief, Spokane Field Office, Spokane, 


From:	 Chief , Division of Mineral Technology, Rg-ioI 


Subject: 14EA application (selenium), Ruby Co., 	 n 
Canyon, Bear Lake County, Idaho 


Reference Is made to your memorandum of Sptemb. 
concerning the subject I24EA application. 


Investigations were made at the 1 1 S, 16

Consolidated mine 8 and at a Metals Re serve Co. vanadium stock-
pile in Bloomington and Paris Canyons. The mine locations 
are sbovn on U.S.G.S. Mineral Investigations Field Studies 
Map MF li.i (sheet 4. of ii.). 


The Phosphoria formation does not appear to be a 
commercial source of selenium under pre8ent economic conditions, 
but the long range possibility may be extremely significant. 
Information we have at present is inconclusive, thus the proposal 
of opening the adite and. sampling them for selenium has certain 
merit.


The assay results from samples taken in Paris and 
Bloomington Canyons are listed as follows: 


Snple ThIckness, Percent Mine	 No. liD cation feet Se ___ 


124 5	 1 SW corner of dump 2.0 0.011 
2 Above No. 1 :3.0 .016 
3 SE corner of dump 2.0 .077 14 Above No. 3 3.0 .058 
5 East side about center of 2.0 .027 o.8o 


dump. 
6 Above 1o. 5 2.0 .019	 98 7 
8


Above No. 6 2.0 .017	 .69 Above No. 7 (contains sulfur) 1.0 .013	 .55 9 AboveNo.8attopofdump 1.5 .0114.	 .145







S 


Sitp1e Thickness,	 Percept 
Mine	 o. Location - feet -	 Se	 V2O 


i6s	 1 Topofthxmpnear 5.0 0.030 
S edge 


2 Center of S end of 3.0 .001 
dump near ground 
level 


3 Above No. 2 3.5 .013 
14 Sedgeofdumpnear	 3.0 .017 


top 
5 SEedgeofd.umpnear 	 2.2 .0114 


bottom 
Consolidated	 1-17 Channel cuts in drift 75.0 <.001 


18 Grab on dump - .0514 
Paris	 1 N end cut 8.0 .019 0.714 


stockpile	 2 W end cut 10.0 .0314	 .73 
3 E end cut 15.0 .012	 .148 
14 S end cut 15.0 .008	 .90 


Nine samples were taken in the quarry below 114. S ad.it 
and. all assayed less than 0.001 percent selenium. One sample 
taken at random on 114 S dump assayed o.i146 percent selenium. 


We have copies of the Wyod.ak Coal Co. reports covering 
the Paris-Bloomington area. 	 If you do not have copies and wish 
them, please advise. Pulps of samples taken for vanadium deter-
mination by Wyociak Coal Co. have been destroyed.


--	 —J 
Bruce Cleminer 
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85 1.8 (6# Block silistone 
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853 4.0
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Black shale 
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8-6-2 2.0 Gray oolile 
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Block shale 
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September 25, 957


-
r!


IN?ERMOUNTAIN

£XPEIMENT STATION


eIrn,4 
OE 


& 


1600 EAST 1ST SOUTH STREET

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 
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Memorandum	 / 


To:	 Chief, Spokane Field Office, Spokane, 	 i U L 


From:	 Chief, Division of Mineral Technology, Re 


Subject: LMEA application (selenium), Ruby Co., Blo mingtoiJj 
Canyon, Bear L.ke County, Idaho 


Reference is made to your memorandum of pjjJL 
concerning the subject 14EA application. 


Investigations were made at the lI S, i6 S, and 
Consolidated mines and at a Metals Reserve Co. vanadium stock-
pile in Bloomington and Paris Canyons. The mine locations 
are shown on U.S.G.S. Mineral Investigations Field Studies 
Map MF #1 (sheet 14. of ii.). 


The Phosphoria formation does not appear to be a 
conunercial source of selenium under present economic conditions, 
but the long range possibility may be extremely significant. 
Information we have at present is inconclusive, thus the proposal 
of opening the adits and sampling them for selenium has certain 
merit.


The assay results from samples taken in Paris and 
Bloomington Canyons are listed as follows: 


Sample Thickness, Percent 
Mine	 No. Location feet Be	 V205 


114. S	 1 SW corner of dump 2.0 0.011 
2 Above No. 1 3.0 .016 
3 SE corner of dump 2.0 .077 
14. Above No. 3 3.0 .058 
5 East side about center of 2.0 .027 0.80 


diunp 
6 Above No. 5 2.0 .019	 .98 
7 Above No. 6 2.0 .017	 .69 
8 Above No. 7' (contains sulfur) 1 • 0 . 013	 .55 
9 Above No	 8 at top of dump 1.5 .145


-- - 
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Sample Thickness,	 Percent 
Mine	 No. Location	 feet Se	 V20 


16 S	 1 Top of dump near	 5.0 0.030 
S edge 


2 Center of S end of	 3.0 .001 
dump near ground 
level 


3 Above No. 2	 3.5 .013 
Ii. S edge of dump near 	 3.0 .017 


top 
5 SE edge of dump near	 2.2 .0114. 


bottom 
Consolid.ated.	 1-17 Channel cuts in drift 	 75.0 <.001 


18 Grab on dump	 - . 051 
Paris	 1 N end cut	 8.0 .019 0.714. 


stockpile	 2 W end cut	 10.0 .0314.	 .73 
3 E end cut	 15.0 .012	 .14.8 


S end cut	 15.0 .008	 .90 


Nine samples were taken in the quarry below 114. S adit 
and all assayed less than 0.001 percent selenium. One sample 
taken at random on 114. S dump assayed 0.l 14. 6 percent selenium. 


We have copies of the Wyodak Coal Co. reports covering 
the Paris-Bloomington area. 	 If you do not have copies and wish 
them, please advise. Pulps of samples taken for vanadium deter-
mination by Wyodak Coal Co. have been destroyed.


Bruce Clemmer 
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Rub4 r Compai 
212 Continefltal Bank Building 
P.O. Box. 2717 
Boise, Idaho.


Re: 


Gentlemen:


O 


CT 2 1957 


Dooet No. DMM-4830..Selenium 
Ruby Company 
BloOmington :cat1on 
Bear Lake County, Idaho 


Your application for aid for an exploration project 
at the subject property has been reviewed • The review shows 
that the proposed project conasta .ole1y of the rehabilitation 
and sampling of three adits for the purpose of determining the 
selenium content of the Phosphoria formation ezposed therein. 
As It is not DKA.policy to particIpate in rehabilitation and 
sampling projects as such, we regret to inform you, under the 
circumstances, that your application is denied. 


you rehabilitate and sample the adits and then 
wish to further explore significant selenium showings, please be 
assured that a new application will be given carefil consideraiw' 
tion by DMA. A new application should refer to the present 
docket and include all new information disclosed by the rehabilita. 
tion and sampling. 


We wish to thank you for your interest in tbe Defense 
Minerals Program and for bringing your property to our attention. 


$incere3$ yours, 


C. 0. Mittendorf 


Administrator 
GCSe1fridgegad 10/2/57 
Copy to: Adinr. R. File 


Operating Committee 
Field Team, Region I 
Mr. Kiilsgaard,. 5222 
Mr. Baroch, 3647 
Mr. Houk


8623
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September 30, 1957 


Memorandum 


To:	 Mr. C. 0. Mittendorf, Administrator 


From:	 Lawrence G. Houk, Director, Division of Nonmetallic 


Subject: Evaluation of application - Docket No. DI4EA-4830-Sel 
Ruby Company 
Bloomington Canyon 
Bear Lake, Idaho 


Denial of application is recommended. 


Proposed by Applicant: Reopen an adit and inclines for a distance of 
approximately 800 feet, and sample for the purpose of determining 
selenium content of a phosphoria formation. 


Amount reauested: 
Opening 800 feet of adit and inclines @ 6.346/ft. 	 5,076,99 
Timbering 800 feet of adit and inclines @ 8.697/ft.	 6,957.87 
Sampling and assaying 160 samples @ 7.l32/sample


	


	 1,141.14 
l3,l76.00 


Comments: The proposed program of rehabilitation and sampling does 
not meet the Government criteria, therefore, under the circumstances, 
the Government has no other choice than to deny the application. 


Recommendations:


1. The Division of Nonmetallic Minerals recommends denial of 
the application without prejudice to the merits of the property. 


2. The Bureau of Mines recommends referral to the field, but 
suggests that since the proposed project is essentially a sampling 
operation, that similar data could probably be obtained from 
"refuse piles" lying around near the operations. 


3. The Geological Survey recommends referral to the Field Team. 


Walter C. Anderson 
Division of Nonmetallic Minerals 


WCAnderson:rsi 9/30/57 
Copy to: Adrnr. R. File 


Mr. Houk


8623







IN REPLY REFER TO: 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
WASHINGTON 25. D.C. 


September 25, 1957 
Re: ]1€A 11830 


Ruby Company 
Bloomington Canyon 
Bear Lake County, Idaho 
$13, 176.00 - Selenium 


Imorand.um 


¶Lb:	 L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 N. E. Nelson, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of application 


The applicant requests assistance in rehabilitating and. 
sampling three caved tunnels opened on phosphoria beds. 


Presumed.].y the proposed work will enable an examination 
for selenium and phosphate rock. 


Referral. of the application to the Field Team is recommended.. 


N. E. Nelson
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Houk DA 
Selenium Conimodity Committee 
C. T. Baroch	 Acting Chief 
Branch of Rare and Precious Metals
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4/	 4/T4/),	 V	 ;Proposed project is essentially a 
sampling operation; the applicant could probably gather similar data from reftise 
piles ].1rg around near the operations. It is suggested that the field teen 
contact J0 Brace Cleimner at Salt Lake City for further inforation on samples 
taken in the Bloomington Canyon area.
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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMIN ISTRATION 



WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


otobor t?,. 3i 


- 


2 Cotinontn1 3cu At1dtizg 


oiø, Xuiho 
L	 j.	 Subject: 


Your application for exploration assistance, dated



eDteber 5 395?	 submitted to our office at Soi*uie, cobtjton 


has been assigned Docket Number 4030	 and referred to the 


ta11toa orala Diotoli	 in the Washington office. 


Kindly identify all future correspondence relating. to your 


application, by this Docket Nurnbör. 


Sincerely yours, 


Allen S. Dakan, Director 
Operations Control and 
Statistics Division ' 


Copy to: Za'tcu I 
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