Multiple files are bound together in this PDF Package.

Adobe recommends using Adobe Reader or Adobe Acrobat version 8 or later to work with
documents contained within a PDF Package. By updating to the latest version, you'll enjoy
the following benefits:

- Efficient, integrated PDF viewing
- Easy printing

« Quick searches

Don’t have the latest version of Adobe Reader?

Click here to download the latest version of Adobe Reader

If you already have Adobe Reader 8,
click a file in this PDF Package to view it.



http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html


IMEA Form 9 . P N |

UNITED STATES -

Rev. /57 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
‘ _ CGEOLOGICAL SURvm OME
FFICIAL DOCKET FILE Idm-E NO. B N0, X3S
Application | Contract . A
Denied Terminated - Not Certified Cancelled
Withdrawn " Terminated - Certified Royalty Agreement

The records contained in this file are marked (x) and arranged in this order:

Folder No. 1l:

Left Side Right Side .
[ |Royalty Audits A o Project summary (final)
| Certification of Discovery S Work Completed analysis (final)
[ |Closing Letter o All other material filed in
F:Cost Audits S chronological order including the
Termination Notice or Agreement, following reports if checked:
|Recision Notice _ ] 4 [|Field Team Semi-Annual Report for
— |Assignment of Contract o Certified Project
 |Contract Amendments Final Field Team Report (Tab)
| Contract with all exhibits and o Operator's Final Report (Tab)
annexes _ - - |Interim Field Team Reports
I:]O' ér's Consent to Lien and Operator's monthly reports and all
Subordination Agreement attachments .
4211j:;ication and attachments On-site Exam Report (Tab)
o ‘ Settlement Sheets
Drill Logs
Additional Folders: .
Left Side | : | * Right Side
Folders No. ¢ Reports - [[JField Team Sem1-Annual Report for
[JAnalysis of Semi-Annual - L Certified Project
Inspection Reports - Field Team Interim Reports
[:]Progect Summary (Interim) by IMEA S Operator's Monthly Reports with
: Engineers . _ o - transmittal, narrative and maps.

Folders No.

Maps (Use pocket folder or envelope)

Folders No.

Settlement Sheets

Foldérs No. Drill Logs

Folders No,

Royalty material

17 9\6”3/






MME Form 40
July 1962

°

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF MINERALS EXPLORATION

Budget Bureau No. 42—R1368
Approval expires Dec, 31, 1963

APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE IN MINERALS EXPLORATION

Pursuant to Public Law 85701 (72 Stat. 700; 30 U.S.C. 641)

NAME OF APPLICANT (Full legal name and mailing address as they should
appear on contract if one is executed.)

| APPLICANT DO NOT USE THIS BLOCK

‘fl DOCKET NUMBER

MOUNTAINEER MINING and EXPLORA TION CO,IN(. LIAY"

P. O. Box 902
Clarksburg, W. Va.

DATE RECEIVED

12345

REGION

DiIVISION CODE

BUSINESS ORGANIZATION LIST CORPORATE OFFICERS OR PARTNERS HERE, IF APPLICABLE
(Check one) NAME ADDRESS . o TITLE
Ralph W. Griffith 137 Hall St.,Clarksburg, W.Va. President
INDIVIDUAL Kenneth L. Aspy 117 Thompson St. " Vice Pres.
CORPORATION Virginia L. Griffith 137 Hall St. " -Sec.-Treas.
PARTNERSHIP '
oTHER (Specify)
STATE IN WHICH FIRM IS
" ORGANIZED
MINERAL(S) FOR WHICH YOU WISH TO EXPLORE PROPERTY LOCATION
Platinum - Silver - Lead NAME couNTY STATE
ESTIMATED COST OF PROJECT / Individual (Enclo a)
s 25,000.00 Leases S€dl wolfe Co. Kentucky

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

out this application, please read the OME
Regulations for Obtaining I?edeial Assistance in Financing
Explorations for Mineral Reserves (30 CFR Chap. II). To
assure prompt action, your application must provide all
applicable material and information specified on the back
of this application form. Avoid unnecessary correspondence
and delays by submitting complete and accurate information.
Please submii two copies of this application and all accom-
panying paper: except as otherwise noted. Place your name
and address on each sheet. Each item of information, maps,
and reports required as a part of this application is described
on the back of this form. Identify each attached: statement
by the item number to which it applies., If an item does not
apply to your application, show the item numberon your state-
ment and after it write ‘“not applicable.’”” Maps or sketches

Before fillinf

should be used to supplement narrative descriptions of the
property location and boundaries in item 2, existing mine
workings and geology in item 3, and the proposed exploration
work in item 5. When this information is not too complex,
all of it may be shown on one map or sketch. All documents
and other attachments submitted as a part of this application,
except those in it€m 3(g) which you mark to be returned,
become the property of the Government and will not be re-
turned to the applicant. Send true copies, not originals, of
leases, contracts, and other documents which are an essen-
tial part of your business records. File this application
with the Office of Minerals Exploration, Department of the
Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the mearest OME
Field Office.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer,
partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf and acting
for the applicant, certifies that the information set forth
in this form and accompanying papers is correct and com-

plete, to the best of his knowledge and belief, and that
he would not ordinarily undertake the proposed exploration
under current conditions and circumstances at his sole

MOUNTAINEER MINING AND EXPLORATION CO.,

BY

1lTs Fresident

J2 - S— &0

N v

Ralph W.GFiffith ov Cignaiue) 2

Pregsident

TITLE

A wilfully false statement or certification to any Department or Agency of the United States Government is a criminal offense.

U. S. Code, Title 18, Sec. 1001.





INFORMATION REQUIRED

1. Financial Eligibility:

(a) Submit evidence of efforts made within 90 days pre-.
ceding the filing of this application to obtain credit from
your bank of account and at least one other banking institus
tion or other private source of credit. Such evidence shall
include true copies of correspondence which show; (1) date -
of loan request, (2) amount and terms requested, (3) pro-
posed use of loan funds, and (4) the replies from credit
sources, If the loan was offered under terms which you con-
sider unreasonable, state why you consider them so,

(b) List names and addresses of affiliated, parent, or
controlling companies or organizations and state extent and
nature of their interest,

(c) State how you propose to furnish your share of the

cost of the exploration work. :

2. Applicant’s Rights in Land:

(a) State your interest in the land and mineral rights,
whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or other,
If you are not the owner, submit one true copy of the lease,
contract, or other document (with address of owner) under
which you control the property. Describe all liens, mort-
gages, or other encumbrances on the land and state book and
page number and official place where recorded.,

(b) State the legal description (section, township, and
range; metes and bounds; patent number of claims) of the
land upon which you wish to explore and all adjacent land
which you own or control. Describe any part of the land or
workings which should not be subject to Government royalty
and -liens, If the land consists of unpatented claims, state
book and page number for each recorded location notice,
including .amended locations, and..official place where re-
corded, State all the namé$s by whiCh-you know the property.

(c) For all 1and or mineral rights encumbered or not owned,

submit five copies of Lien and Subordination Agreements on

" MME Form 52, If the agreements cannot be obtained, state
reasons and provide copies of letters of refusal,

3. Physical Description:

(a) Describe in detail and illustrate with maps or sketches
all mining or exploration operations which you know have been
or are being conducted upon the land. Include existing mine
workings and all production facilgtie.s,: Tl : v T

(b) State your interest, if any,-in-operations destribed
in (a).
supporting your statement with copies of settlement sheets,
mine records, or published data if available,

(d) Describe known ore reserves, giving quantities and
grades and sampling methods used. Support your statement
with copies of assay certificates and assay maps if available.

(e) Describe by narrative and maps or sketches the geo-
logic features of the property, including ore minerals, geologic
formations if known, and type of deposit (vein, bedded,
etc.).

(f). State your reasons for expecting to find ore, and if
you “have- sampled the aréa you propose to explore, show
where the -samples were taken, describe sampling methods
used, and provide copies of assay certificates,

(g) Send with your application at least two copies ofl\all
geologic or engineering reports, assay maps, or technologic
information which' you have, indicating whether you require
their return.

4. Accessibility of Property:

(a) To aid the OME representative who may examine the
property, state name and address of person who will meet him;
give directions for reaching the property; and describe ac-
cessibility of property and of any mine workings,

(b) Name the shipping and supply points and state the
distances to the property,

5. Exploration Work:

(a) Describe fully the proposed exploration work giving
individual footages and sizes o.enings for each item of

A\q

WITH THIS APPLICATION

work.~ . Use narrative, maps, plans, and sections as neces-
sary. Show location of the proposed work as related to geo-
‘logic featurés such as veins, ore-bearing beds, contacts of
rock formations, etc. Show also the relation of the proposed
work to any existing mine workings and to land boundaries
or to the closest identifiable corner.

(b) If an access road must be built, show the proposed
location on the property map and state the length, type and
construction methods proposed.

(c) f an OME contract is executed, state how soon there-
after work would be started and finished, State your antici-
pated average daily or monthly rate of progress for each type
of work.

6. Experience:

State your operating experience and background to conduct
this exploration work -and also that of the person who will
supervise the work,

7. Estimate of Costs:

Furnish detailed estimates of the necessary costs for each
item of the work proposed in 5(a) under the headings listed
below with a total for each heading and the esti{uated total
cost of the work, Costs for any work to be performed by an
independent contractor should be listed separately under
category (a) below, Costs for any work that is not to be pere
formed by an independent contractor should be listed under
categories (b) through (g).

- .(a).Independent contracts, State_the total cost of any pre-
posed independent-~contract)for all or any part of the work,
rand\ the: -number of units ardd the unit cost for each type of
work, such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per
hour of bulldozer operations, or per cubic yard of material
moved. Cost estimates should be supported by bids from
three contractors if possible. (Note—If none of the work is
to be contracted, write ‘‘none’’ after this item.)

(b) Personal services. The cost of supervision, engineer-
ing and geological services, outside consultants, and labor
should be itemized by numbers and classes of employees;
rates of wages, salaries or fees; and periods of employment.
State whether these services are available,

(c) Operating materials and supplies, List items of mate.

~rial and ‘supplies giving quantity and ccst of each.' .Include -
‘under this heading power, water, and fuel, and units of equip-

ment’and tools Costing less than $50 each.

- '(d) Operating equipment,_ -List items of equipment:and tools
costing $50 or more per unit. Give specifications and indicate
how each item is to be acquired—i.e., rented, purchased or
provided by the applicant. If rented or purchased, state the
estimated rental or purchase price. If furnished by the appli-
cant, state condition and present fair market value,

(e) Initial rehabilitation and repairs, Describe the type and
the cost of initial rehabilitation or repair of existing buildings,
fixtures, installations (exclusive of mine workings), and
movable operating equipment now owned by the applicant
which will be used in the exploration work.

(f) New buildings, fixtures, installations.” Describe each
building, fixed improvement, and installation to be purchased,
constructed, or installed for the exploration work, stating
sPef:ifications and cost including labor, materials, and super
vision. ,

(g) Miscellaneous, Describe the type and estimate the
cost of repairs and maintenance of the operating equipment
listed in 7(d). Do not repeat initial repairs listed in 7(e).
Show also the costs of analytical work, accounting, work-
men’s compensation and ‘employees’ liability insurance,
payroll taxes, and other required costs that do not fall within
the previous categories, | Note—~The Governmuat will not con-
tribute to costs incurred before the date of the contract, or
to costs of or incident to: (1) acquiring, using, or possessing
land and any existing improvements, facilities, buildings, in-
stallations, and appurtenances, or the. depreciation and
depletion thereof; (2) general overhead, corporate management,
interest and taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes); (3) in-
surance (other than employees’ liability insurance); and
"(4) damages to persons or property (other than authorized
repair to or_replacement of equipment or other property used
in the work).

INT.-DUP. SEC., WASH., D.C.11879





LOCATING BURIED TREASURES
OR VALUABLE MINERALS

MINNG & EXPLORING COMPANY

P. O. BOX 902
CLARKSBURG, W. VA.
November 30, 1965

Section #1

Paragraph B None
Paragraph C Sale of stock and personaLﬁnancing by company officials.

Section #2

v

Paragraph A Leases enclosed. Recorded in Wolfe County, Kentuckzjﬁ"{in
' excess of 2,000 acres. All minerals included. ST

Section #3

Paragraph A No_mining or drillihg is known except hidden mine thag:fvv”\"’; arrfé{ FuE

O
attempting to open, explore and test drill. No_coal évid‘_ent-iﬁ’:;/,, L

N4

thus far in Wolfe County. Oil wells of good producti{o’%iha"i’r‘éwr
been drilled in the area as near as two_miles but none are
known on our leased properties. '

Paragraph D & E
Not financially able to drill or pursue excavation further.
At present, the geologist claims evidence of galena and
lead. Rock layers of sandstone to blue clay, shale and stone _,
of fine composition as rare_earth pumice or talk (Talc) avail-
able in large quantity have been encountered. The extent of
excavation thus far is to a depth of 40 feet., Formation of this
particular area is unique and is by fault or volcanic structure.

\

Paragraph F_ Many have searched for this particular _opening and believe there

to be an outcropping of ore. In this particular instance, we need
' to confer with OME'S department consultants.
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LOCATING BURIED TREASURES
OR VALUABLE MINERALS

MINNG & EXPLORING COMPANY

P. O. BOX 902

CLARKSBURG, W. VA,

Page 2 _ N e J\
Section #3 | S PR

. .o ‘D ‘e
Paragraph A We will be glad to meet an examiner either in Clarksburg,aW. Va.”

or a po¢nt designated in Kentucky. One mile of access {:Gad“has
been cut to the area of mine working for dozer accessability.

£
Paragraph B Main improved road at head of mine access road. Sh1pp1ng pomt 4\ :
by rail is three miles from head of road. v l k ,

Section #5 . - ’

i

~7

-t

Paragraph A In excess of $3,099.00 has been spent for dozer, compressor,
hammer drill, powder, etc. to excavate along mineﬁa‘ft
toward cliff face., Present depth approximately 40 f_eefg./

Paragraph B Not immediately available. Can be furnished. Map enclosed@
is of close proximity. '

Paragraph C Have all land needed and bounded.. More can be obtal,rlned ol s
refusals. There were refusals to others in past years.. untJ\IW’
we contacted Mr. & Mrs. Adams and obtained their lease
through friendly relations. All others have followed their lead.

Paragraph b One mile of access road has been cut. »

Paragraph ¢ Depending upon weather conditions, sandstone slippage, etc.
Core drilling could be carried on at once. . Excavation, if
needed, should begin by May, 1966,

Section #6

We, as a partnership, before incorporating, have been exploring in W. Va.
for the past 15 years and feel that with the help and cons ultation of the OME's
office and employment of Mr. Bashum, owner of The West V1rg1n1a Tractor Co.
of Clarksburg, W. Va., we will be able to determlne the most feasible approach
to this venture. Mr. Bashum also has interest in this_company.

Section #7

At this time we are unable to answer this section w1thout first some

: , additional adv1ce and consultation W1th OME's off1ce
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{ o 1
‘ VcFARLIN'S PHARMACY

216 MILFORD ST.
CLARKSBURG, W. VA

Mountaineer Mining and Exploration Co.
P.0O.Box 902

Clarksburg, W.Va.

Gentlemen,

With reference to your request for a loan

of 25,000 dollars, we regret to inform you af
this time, it would be quite impossible for us
to participate in such a loan.

Very truly yours,

o A b






® e
Chye Toondes Bank

Qlarkaburg, West Yivginia

November 22, 1965

Mountaineer Mining and Exploration Company
P, 0. Box 902

Clarksburg, West Virginia

Gentlemen:

With reference to your application for a $25,000.00
loan, we regret to advise you that, at this time, we are un-
able to grant or participate in same.

Very truly yours, :

eslie Holdsworth
Treasurer
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MME Forn T
(2/63)

. Dear Mr. Griffith:

“... S S . - 'OFFICIAL FILE COPY

.t . : T " | Date Surname Code

6/24}/69 (? ﬁ 120

é/z /49 | [ cllocyrpec 2

Mr. R. W. Griffith o
President | JUN 25 1969

Mountaineer Mining &

Exploration Company, Inc.

P. 0. Box 902

Clarksburg, West Virginia 26302

This is in reply to your letter of June 9, 1969, to President Nixzon
requesting financial assistance to reopen an abandoned mine shaft

in Kentucky which you believe 18 an entry to a silver mine or hidden
treasure left by Captain John Smith about 1769.

As you already have applied for and been denied assistance by the
three Federal agencies offering programs of assistance for various
enterprises concerned with mineral exploration and development, we
cannot suggest to you other possibilities for assistance within the
Government. - ‘

If you are unable to obtain assistance from private, state, or
institutional interests for your venture, we can suggest only that
you rely on your own resources to rehabilitate the shaft. Should
the endeavor disclose the wealth you expect is present, future
financing should be no problem.

Thank you for again bringing this proposal toe our attention.

Sincerely yours,

AR A b

Acting Director

cc: General Files
Director's Chron
Division File
Economic Geology File
OME docket 6525 : ‘
OME Reading File . ) Wi
R. A. Laurence, Knoxville, Tenn. w/cy 1ncom1ng letter L
Mr. Kirkemo ‘ : \%

HKirkemo/gla 6-24-69
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CATING BURIED TREASURES
OR VALUABLE MINERALS ANYWHERE

IS OUR BUSINESS

PRESIDENT: R. W. BRIFFITH
VICE PReES.: K. L. AspY
TREASURER: V. L. GRIFFITH

VNG & EXALORATON COVPANY . P

LN R

JUN 23 1969

IEITIALS|CODE
i HK /ﬁk;; 4,/3 “(os_iﬂi.’»

p
4
A

i

Mr. Richard M. Nixon
United States President
Washington,; Do Co. [ —

Dear Mr. Nixon: &

In the North Central sectlor of Kentucky lLegend and some
documented material refer to a silver mine or a deden treasure belonging |
to Captain John Swift. He was an English Advemiurer; having been in this |
ares around 17u/ °

At present I hold 17 leases comprising about 3,000 acres in
this area. I have found a mine shaft which from all indications and stone
markings may very well be the Swift mine. My problem is now financial,
The shaft has either fallen in or has been blown in, necessitating the need
of equipment to open the shaft. Already I have spent in the nelﬂhborhood
of $15,000 for 168788, some escavatlng, geological reporis, 1avyers fees,
etco I would like aid in obtailning either a grant or a govermment loan
to carry on this work. .
. . |
ﬁf I applied for a $25,000 loan but have bsen turned down by the L _
/ Small Business Administration, Area Redevelopment, and Department of fg |
Interior. : i
Should the endeavor prove to be fruitless, my company would be
capable of paying back the loan in a reasonable time period,

Any assistance that you might give would be greatly appreciated,
y p; g g PP

Thank you.

corelv,

U» Grlff'th

Pr051dent

RUG/1





MME Form 7
(2/63)

Clarksburg, West Virginis 26302

ﬁ// B o . OFFICIAL FILE COPY

Date Surname

 Code

6/B/68 W//ﬁ/yﬂ”

120

Sl

120

110

Mr. Ralph W. Griffith |

President, Mountaineer Mining and |
Exploration Company, Inc. o

220

P. O. Box %02

Dear Mr, Griffith: :
. Your letters of April 2 and May 8, 1968, to Président Johuson have - _

been referred to us by the Small Business Administratien far our
consideration and further reply. L

Your letters imdicate that you wish to explore the same property
that vas the subject of your applicatien (OME-6525) dated Decembar 1,
1965, which was denied for lack of favorable geological evidence to
support the probability of a significant discovery.. 1£ you now have
additionsl geological informstiea that would naterially improve the
prebability, we shall be pleased to censider & new applicatien.

1f you have net reopsned and sampled the old workings or otherwise -
exposed favorable geolegic conditions, the preperty would still be
in the prespecting stage. There is no program eof Federal financial
assistance for prospecting. It might be possible, however, to.
interest private institutiens, such as Histerical Secities, in yeur
fnvestigations of the Red River Legend. IR

We regret that the Govermment cannet - partic 1?“& N n 7023: "i“tetu:mf.
search for Jehn Mﬁtu Silver Mine, and we wish you every success .

in lecating it.

L Sineitnly yours, SRS

. . Minerals Exploratien
cc: Robert C. Moot : : ST
Administrator , .

Small Business Administration

Director's Reading File

Economic Geology File - .~
- Y. OME Docket .

. OME Reading File

 RMSmith/bsl  6/3/68






U.S. GOVERNMENT

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20416

OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR

MAY 27 1968 -

MEMORANDUM FOR

Mr. Frank E. Johnson, Chief
Office of Mineral Exploration
Department of Interior
Washington, D. C.

The attached copies of correspondence are forwarded foy

I A e e
| e o s u

| RY 29 1553

| INIEEL S oo

Y1)
—_—

l

for your consideration
If we can be of further service, please let us know.

R E I onk

Robert C. Moot
Administrator

Enclosures






A BUs, T . .
_S‘\' '41/%_ _ . : o .
f@f SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
3 g " WASHINGTON, D.C. 20416
’NIST\\B ) . . . .
OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR . | - | - MAY 271968

Mr. Relph W. Griffith
President, Mountaineer Mining &
Exploration Compeny, Inc. o S o :
P. 0. Box 902 ' ' _ |
Clarksburg, West Virginie 26302 . B ‘ ‘

Dear Mr. Griffiths o : | -

President Johnson has asked us to reply to your
letter of My 8, 1968, concerning your efforts to obtain
& loan from the Depertment of Int.erior, Office of I%ﬂneral
E:@ioration.

Your earlier letter of April 2, 1968, was also
referred to the Smell Business Aaministration and, in our
reply dated April 15, copy attached, we advised you to
contact our Clarksburg Regional Office. Inasmuch as your
recent letter indicates that you wish to obtain a loan
from another Govermment agency, we have forwarded copies
of your letters to the Office of Mineral Explorationm,
Depart.ment of. Interior, for their consideration. :

Sincerely yours,
' ‘ ’!’ R. O.M&t
Robert C. Moot
. Administrator

Enclosure





) LD‘ING BURIED TREASURES
OR V. ABLE MINERALS ANYWHERE
IS OUR BUSINESS

PRESIDENT: R.W. GRIFFITH
Vice PRES.: K. L. Aspy
TREASURER: V. L. GRIFFITH

HNGl 4 ﬂPLUH‘\ I COMPANY 1

. i P.0.BOX902
'CLA\RK SBURG, W. VA. 26302

May\é, 1968.

Honorable Lyndon B. Johnson.
President of the United States
Washlngion, D. C.

My deaxr Mr. Pre31dent

On Apr11 2, 1968, I wrote you concernlng help in
obtalnlng a loan from the Unlted States Department of the Interior
Office of Mineral Exploration. To date I have not heard from you.
I have tried every way p0831b1e to get help in order that I may
continue my operations in Kentucky. , I know at this time that

- Washington has more important matters to attend to and I am truly
sorxy to have to ask for help from the President of the United
States, but I have no other choice because when my leases run out,
I Wlll not be able to renew them.-

_ Your assistance in thls matter will certainly be
most appre01ated

\Y truly you s

% Grlff/






LOCATING BURIED TREASURES

ORrR VALU,.E MINERALS ANYWHERE
OUR BUSINESS -

PRESIDENT: R. W. GRIFFITH
VIicE PRES.: K. L. ASPY
TREASURER: V., L. GRIFFITH

1 & OURATIN COWPAY I,

April 2, 1968 -

President Lyndon B. Johnson
White House, I . s
Washington, D. C. ' - el

Dear President Johnson:

I realize that you are a very busy man, but wondered if
you would be kind -enough to advise me about the following matter.

I have spent thousands of dollars in Kentucky trying to
open an old mine which, according to all the information our
Company has obtained, is supposed to be a rich silver mine or
hidden treasure found by an English Adventurer, Captain John
Swift, in the year 1769. I have leased approximately 3,000 acres
of land in Kentucky and 17 individual leases. In order to carry
fon with the exploration of this mine, I have been trying to obtain
a loan in the amount of $25,000.00 from the Small Business Adminis-
tration in Clarksburg, West Virginia, the Area Redevelopment and
have filled out application forms from the United States Department
' ofignterior, but have been refused by all three.

o"' - My Company is very capable of paying any loan from any
-.of the Government Agencies within a reasonable length of time
k"-whether or. not we may or may not find the mine.
o f:v' =) a'
thﬂ - 3% am now forty-three years of age, have a hlgh credit
v~rat1nga served five years in the second World War, belong to the
Mason&p Temple, am a member of the Stealey Helghts Methodist
CGhurch%,am married and have two children. I ‘have worked at the
Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company of Nutter Fort, West Virginia, for
fifteen years. -

(SR

It would be very much appreciated if you could assist
me in obtaining a loan in order that I may continue my work..

Respectfully yours,

AZ;V//Z/ _<9//;/7V N ‘a
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES
House o0f Representatives
' Washington, D. C. -

mvémher 2, 1966

Geolog:.éal SntveyA :
Department of the Interi.or
Washington, D. ¢.

Attn; Mr. Baker
Gentlemen: |
I should very much appreciate ynur advising
me of the final decision rendered on an application
filed with your agency by Mr. Ralph W. Griffith and
. Mr. Ken L. Aspy last January, ‘1966, for ] loan for
- mine expleration. :

Thank you kindly for your mp' in this

matter.
's;ncétéiy y.ou?s;
/8/ Arch A. Moore, Jr.
ARGE A, MOORE, JR.
Congreseman, First District
West Virginia
AAM/cdm
¢
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Re: M-éSZS (Silver-!latinum) ' s
Mountaineer Mining and kpuntiou ﬁa.. Ine. o
Adams Lease (Swift Silver uiac) '

T Wolfe ﬁmnty. Kantueky

Qentlmn’s

,‘!hemk you for your lettar of my 11, 1966 and the a,ewmpmying |

© geelogic report of the Mill €reek-Tight Hollow area which was
~ investigated in April 1966 for the purpese eof determining the

posaibilitieas for oil and gas and also f‘t avidem:e of silver er
asgoeiataed minerals. 1n the araa. :

Earcful utudy of the gnologic: uport amd of otkwr iafmtion in
your spplicatfien for finamcial asgistance in explorimg the refer-

‘eneed property indicates that the prebability ef disclesimg

significant regserves of silver er platinum is not sufficiemtly
promising to justify Qevermment participatioen in the p:x voposed |
exploration. Accerdingly, we regret to inferm you that your appli’
cation for ouplotation mistqm is dmitd.

‘ The geologie vepert, 12 Lease A;rmnts, nwapwcz attxeles, and

the sceoumt of “John Swift's Bilver'' copied frem The Kentucky and
The €alk Papers are returned harwith in am:dmec with your

9\5\\

g sineérhly yours, -

| FRANK ® TOTIOON

‘!'raak B Jolhmcn
Chief, Office of -
Minerals t:p%orttim’ _

c¢: Director's Read1ng Fllev-'”-OME File L
c Division File " OME Region IV ,
Economic Geology Flle j;i - OME - Readlng Flle
Mr.'Smlth R _f S 130, :
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" May lo;f1966'

: Subject:. OME 6525 (Sllver Platlnum)

Mountaineer Mining and Exploration: CO., Inc
Adams Lease. (Swift Silver Mlne)
Wolfe County, Kentucky

Just1f1cat10n for Denlal of Appllcatlon

The purpose of the prOJect proposed by the Applicant was to. hunt for
John Swift's legendary lost silver mine. ..The first stage of the work
was to be a field: examlnatlon by Government geologlsts to determlne
the most feas1ble approach to the venture.

In response to our request for addltlonal 1nformat10n to justify a

‘field examination, the ‘Applicant engaged Kenneth W. Shafor, B.A., M.S.,

Miami University, to 1nvest1gate and" report on the economic potential
of the subject Lease area. The geologic report, dated Apr11 15, 1966,
suggests ‘that coal for local consump tion mlght be produced and that

© . a well in the area would be expected to penetrate. a number of potential

hydrocarbon- bearing formatlons. The .report also states that "No

' deposits of 511ver are known to exist in or around the area of

investigation." EV1dently no lead, s1lver, or platlnum minerals were

.observed during the. investigation since "it was’ reported- that "The facts

seem adequate to arrive at the conclu31on that ev1dence was not found
to suggest the presence of a workable ore. dep051t 1n the area of study.

No 1nd1cat10ns of the occurrence of s1lver or platlnum on the Appllcant s
property is contained in.the appllcatlon or in the geologlc report.,
I recommend, therefore, that the appllcatlon be denied.’ ‘

"’W/@@% 2

U
vk ,
R.'M. Smlth N

cc: D1rector s Readlng Flle
- Division File
* Economic eology Flle
OME File '
OME Reading F11e
Mr. Smith -

RMSmith/gla 5-16-66.
o 23263
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bt T T oL December 29, 1965
T A b o Amity Lane, R.R. #3 =
SR e Middletown, Ohio 45042

- t

| ‘Mountaineer Mining & ExploringtCompanyé/'«l o -
Clarksburg, West Virginia , , ; .

Attention. Mr. Ralph W Griffith Presient . -
A'SubJect:,_ Swift's Silver Mine, Geological Considerations

W

"‘Dear Mr. Griffith

. Attached for your reference 1s a Xerox_copy of a newspaper g
.article which you may find interesting I have for some years
" studied the geology 1n assoclatlon with various formations
“.in Wolfe County, Kentucky in an effort to determlne 1f
-minerallzation of economlc importance existed there,

;and Mr. E. A. McGowan of Norfolk, Virginia in 1963. While
< the results of that survey are confidential,L I can say -

I would weldéome communication in the event that you or the

~officers of your firm would be interested in having a geo-
"“loglcal survey made to determine if it is geologically possible,,

- for a deposlt of sillver to exist 1n an area of exploration.

© My home phone number 1is area code 513, 539-7984, during work- .

”ging hour I can be reached at 425 2843 . (same area. code number )

“ "I hold bachelor and master degrees in geology from the o
- University of Miami, Oxford, Ohio and have done. consultant
- geological work for many firms. A sample of my work would .
be sent to you upon request :

Thank you for yourmconsideration in this matter?

" v KWS/céam
Cal cc: file
i.enclosure
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With respeet to your 1mp11¢d ruquast fer a fxeld exnnination pri@t
to sampling and assaying ia order to determine the most feasible
approach to the venture, we cannot justify a field examination on.

- the basis of the information submitted, and we are not permitted to

provide consulting services to individualc or. eeup&nics 1n eompc«

‘tition with privato eomuluntq. '

lf you can reopen. ;hn old wnrkings, aample, assay, and dossribg any

" deposits or indications eof deposits of eligible minerals, and submit
- the informatien in Items 3, 5a, 6, and 7 of the application fbru, we

-will be pleasad te furthet eonsxder yuur lpplicatlﬂn.

‘vShmuld you submit tha ‘additional 1nfermation, pleas¢ 1neludc 2991¢l ";"

of your letters to tha two banks as reduired under Item 1 of the

application form, In e#@etdance with your request, wa are :eturnin; !

your copy of the AMS topagraphia mnp HJl7e7, anklns quadtnngle
: (IC‘IG 16250’000) L

f.#iﬂeurely y@urs..r

, ‘ , . ;.
(ltgned\ FRAIK E JOHNU~$ o ;:\

- Prank x. J@hn-on 0
. . €hief, Office of .
“'MinnxtIS*lxpleration‘ »

inelosurc

RMSmlth/gla (1-10- 66)

cc to: Director's Reading F11e

Lo Division Flle_g“»i :
Economlc Geology D1v131on
OME File ‘
OME Region IV, "R. A. Laurence

- OME Reading Flle ' :
V’Mr Smith-






" Copy to Regfon IV with

' December 3, 1965

' .. Mountaineer Mining and. . ..~
~-Exploration Co.,<Inc._f.""“

P. 0. Box 902 . o

jClarksburg, West Virginia

Subject‘ OME . 6525

v Gentiemenf

Your application for exploration assistance, dated

" .December 1, 1965, submitted to our office ‘at Washington,Aj
H,D. C., haa been assigned Docket No. OME - 6525 ‘

: Please identify all future cotrespondence relating to’ f
yout application by this docket number. ‘

"jASincerely yours,

a"‘;uEfaﬂk E; Joh@séq'fil
" Chief, Office of - v
“Minerals Exploration

copy of application
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