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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


So. 157 Howard Street 
Spokane Li. , Washington


1958 
DAME TLS CODE 


February 28, 1958 


Mr. George C. Selfridge, Chairman' 
Operating Committee, DMEA 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 25, D. C.


Re: New Application (Manganese, Zinc, Lead) 
William R. McLure 
Needle Gun Mine 
Granite County, Montana 


Dear Mr, Selfridge: 


Enclosed are the original and two copies of an application 
for DMEA assistance to explore for lead-zinc-manganese ore in the 
Needle Gun mine, Granite County, Montana. The applicant proposes 
to sink an inclined shaft to a depth of 100 feet at a total estimated 
cost of $114,0000 


Two former applications, Docket No. DMEA-1958 and Docket 
No. DMEA-2747, for aid to explore on this property were denied. At 
the time of the last examination, February 19, 1953, the drift had 
been driven easterly for a total of 650 feet, the final 210 feet 
being on a vein. Assays of two samples taken along the vein were: 


Width	 Au Ag Pb Zn 
(ft.)	 (oz./T) Ioz./T) (%) 


1.2	 0.02 0.74 0.O45 
1.0	 0.07 2.36 0.79 0100


Sine the last examination, the drift has been extended 
easterly 850 feet along the vein. The applicant subLts eassays of 
five samples of this part of the vein which show abóu't'Tead content 
and an increase in the gold, silver, and zinc values. AHe also states 
that he has drilled a hole near the adit portal that cut a vein at 
a depth of 100 feet and that samples of sludge and core contain very 
good values in silver, zinc and lead. 







4	


0	 $	 . 


In view of the work reportedly completed since 1953, 
another field examination should probably be made and check 
samples should be taken. We will not make an examination of 
this property until we receive a referral. 


We note that the "lease and option" accompanying the 
application is not signed.


Sincerely yours, 


Cl 
A. E. Weissenborn 
Executive Officer, DMEA 
Field Team, Region I 


Enclosures 


cc: USBM (2) 
Prinz


2
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Form MF-103	 ó	 UNITED STATES	 No.42—R1035 3 
Revised Feb 1957	 DEPARTMET OF THE INTERIOR	


)	 pr -expires June 30, 1958 


DEFENSE MINEIAt.S EXPLbRATION ADMINISTRATION 


^,PPLICATI,0-
' J


'FOR AID INcAN EXPLORATION PROJECT 
PURSUANTTO DMEAORDER I, UNDER HE DEFENS PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENPEDL 


I4AME OFAPPLICANT (u11 legal name and mailing address as it should appear	 APPLICANT NOT tO USE THIS BLOCK 
on contract lf one is execute4) 	 Docket Number 


1	 t	 j	 , 
4: -• 9 / 


WILLIJUT R. MøLTJTh.	 €CETV ED	 Date Received  


i?hilipsburg it	 FEBoniana.	 271958	 Governi'nent	 / /4 
Participation %	


( 4/	 6 
USGS	 Region 


PQKANE WASHs 


DivisionCode
L/.OD 


BUSINESS ORGANIZATION LIST CORPORATE OFFICERS OR PARTNERS HERE, IF APPLICABLE 
(Check one)	 Name	 Address	 Title 


Individual	 -'	 0 


Corporation 


Partnership 


Other (Specify)	 .	 .'.	 .,.,	 .• .,	 0;.	 .	 '..••.,.	 0. 1'	 •'	 - 


State in' which firm is-
organized	 - 


Mineral(s) for which, you wish to eiçplore :.;	 .LOCATIQN O.FPROPERTY..::.  
-Name,.	 --.;.	 .•-.,..County	 -State 


Estimated Cost of Project	 Nee
'


1e chtu lime • Granite. non1an. 
$ 14,000.	 -.	 ,,,. .	 . ,, ... -.	 ...	 .	 .	 .,.	 .-	 -Seo. 28.l7!!'N.R13uIW.. 


GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 


Before filling out this application please read DMEA Order—I,	 sketche should be used to supplement narrative descriptions 
Amended "Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects " 	 of.,,the,-prqpert.y ocation. and bounajiesin stem 1 existing 
To assure prompt action, your appication must.,p OvW4 all 	 minç workings anxl geology in item 2 ad the proposed 
applicable material and information specified ;on the bac)c of	 exploration project in item 4 When this information . ,is not 
this application form. Avoid unnecessary correspondence. and	 too cOmpiexall. of it .may-be- -shøwtt on one fiap oz sktc1. 
delays. by,. submitting complete and acurate. information.-. 	 All'4oumenW sndother;-sttdhents submitted as a part of 
Please submit four copies of this Tappllcation and all ac	 thi applicatioi'i except those in item 2(g)which ou mazk to 
companying papers except as otherwise noted Place your 	 be teturned become the property of the dovernment and will 
name and address on each sheet Each item of information,..not be returned to the applicant 	 Sendt true copies, not 
maps and reports required as a part of this application is 	 originals, of leass cjontradts, and other documents which 
described on the back of this form Identify each attached 	 are an essential part of your 	 in	 recoçds	 File this 


statement by the item number to which it applies If an item	 application with the DeTfene Minerals Exploration Admznis 


does not apply to your application, , show the item number on	 trati on, Department of the interior, Washington 25 L C, 


your statement and after it write .' 'not­ applicable " Maps or	 or wth the nearest DMEA Field Offite 


CERTIFICATION 
The undersigned whether as an individual corporate	 mation set forth in this frm and accompanying ppers 


officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf 	 is correct and oompleC	 to the best of his knowledge 


and acting for the applicant, certifies that the mfor	 and belief. 


Feb • 21.1958. 


Dated	 ,	 -	 -	 - -,	 .. ..-	 ..	 .	 re)	 - 


-	
-	


Title 


A wilfully false statement or certification toàn epâtent 'orAgencèf thU edState ' Government is a criminal offense. 
U. S. Code, Title 18, Sec. 1001..
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*FLICATIOi FOR LOAN.' 	 4, 
This loan is requested for the purpose 	 sinking 100 foot incline 


(78 or 80 degrees") shaft,ust west of the Needle Gun tunnel on the 
Needle Gun claim.The shaft should be single compartment and rnanway with 
a four foot,our inch (in the clear) hoisting compartment. 


The total cost of the project should not exceed $14000 .. 00 or $140* 
per foot. 


There is on the property all the necessary equipment for starting 
the project including the following.. 
OompressThr House. 
Compressor Diesel-Worthington-315- 
Sinking Buckets,. 
Gass Hoist, 
Pumps. 
Pipe,Cars and Track. 
Jack-hammer, hoses and etz. 


At the point where thw shaft is to be sunk the vein in twenty two 
feet in with, composed of decomposed quartz stained with Iron oxide 
and Manganese dioxide. On the hanging wall there is 18 to 24" of 
Black Manganese which assays 15 to 17 Mn. It is onthis ore that the 
shaft would be-sunk. 


The Applicant has had thirty five years actual mining experience. 
There is attached to this application a copy of the lease. You will 


note that the lease calls for 78/80 of the property. This came about 
because two of the origional partners did not come into the Conporatioii. 
Since the lease has been made one partner has deeded his interest to 
the Corporation and the other partners' interest will be cleared up 
with in the next sixty days, making a 100 lease,. 


Neither Ihe	 -	 rty are encumbered with any 
indebtedness 


PUMP
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DMEA 
CEIVE AR 8 1958, 


bT	 iñlALb	 (OD 


1:ZL


signed.


.0or William R .1Liire. 
Box-5-
Philipsburg Mont. 


h-2627 * 







A BRIEF WCRIPTION 0F 	 NEEDLE _GtI 


The Needle Gun Mine consists of eight patented and two unpatented 
mining claims lying in the heart of the Philipsburg Montana Mining 
District and forms a 200 acre area along a structure composed of several 
intersecting fissures which have been traced on the surface for more than 
4500 feet. 


The Philipsburg Mining District has had a total production of arouhd. 
One Hundred million dollars. In the early days, mainly silver, in later 
years silver,zinc and manganese. Since 1920 it has been the largest 
producer of battery grade manganese in the United. States. 


The ree&le Gun Mine lyes at an elevation of 7000 feet, 1800 above 
the town of ifhilipsburg and is reached by a good. (l0S grade) macadam 
road four miles long. 


The Needle Gun vein is composed of two or more fissures lying in 
the .+ranite,tliree quartes of a mile east of the lime contact. 


The vein showes strong evidence of having been crushed and reopened 
after the primary ore had been deposited and is very similar to the 
Granite vein in this respect. 


According to far,, LHJmxnons, who wrote a report on this district 
for the United. States Geological Survey (Professional Paper No.780 
this crushing and reopening of the Granite vein was responsible for 
the high grade secondary sulphides which are found at d.epth,Development 
in the Granite vein had reached a depth of 400 feet before the high 
grade secondary sulphides were encountered.,although later they were 
found within 200 feet of the surface., 


The Needle Gun vein has been exposed by a great many shallow 
shafts and open cuts begining at the west end of the Gold.. Coin claim 
and continuing east to the middle of the Reemi clai;,making a total 
distance of 4500 feet. 


In the fall of 1951, a tunnel was started to develop the Needle 
Gun ground and has reached a distance of about 1500 feet at present. 


At 750 feet a fault cuts the vein displacing it about six feet 
to the north. On the east side of this fault an ore shute was found 
which averaged from 3 to 5 feet in width. This ore rakes to the east 
and goes under the drift at a point 50 feet east of the fault. 


The following assays were taken from this ore. 	 --
uz.	 Oz.	 . 


No.	 Silver,	 Gold,	 Lead.	 Manganese. Zinc. 


5.64 .140 051 5e33- 
2 7030 .180 0.82 6.66 
3 9.04 0160 0.61	 9.22 8020 
4 6.26 .450 0.62	 12.52 5.82 
5 7.28 .065 1.02	 7.90 7.59 


ThIs ore 
which prevail


does not srow 
at depth in


any of the hIghrade 
this district,


seoonda 	 -phides	 - 
indicatingthat.-Needle Gun 


has not reached sufficient depth, to have the
If, of this area. v,.mar.& .







•	 • IA BRIEF DISCRIPTION OF THE NEEDLE GUN MINE 


At the mouth of the tunnel there is an intersection of two veins 
one dips south striking nearly due east and. the other dips north 
striking south 65 degrees east. 


In the summer of 1956 a hole was drilled on the small vein, and 
encountered the vein at about 100 ifeet of depth. Only a few pieces of 
core were recovered, along with one studge sample which assayed.. 


Oz. 
Silver.	 Lead..	 Zinc.' 


	


Core	 46.40	 .340	 27.60 


	


Sludge	 18,10	 2990	 19.00 


Any future development of the property should include sinking 
a shaft at or near this intersection.' 


There is added to this report quotations from Emmons report 
(Professional Paper No. 78).


Signed


i II1 McIire,.







uotations From Emmons and Jolkins ioot on the 2hilipsbura 
Oro Deposits * Proffossional Paper Io.-7840 


In some of the dopostto notably tho rite vein, tho processes 
of fissuring and vein Lii1irg wore to a certain extent synchronous. 
the vein was filled reopened and rofiled probably several times. 


go.l70.
Postmineral fissuring of veins is a process of roat' importance 


for it favors secondary enrichment by dosconding waters. Some of this 
fsmiring was accomplished during the period of mineralization and 
some of it afterwards. 
PeOl7O.	 , 


If a vein has not been crushed and disturbed by movements 
since deposition it will not be deeply leached end on the other hand 
it will not be so much enriched. bolo. In the Granite vein, whore 
conditions for leaching n& enrichment wore oxóoptionaliy favorable, 
the loachod zone had an voroe depth of about 200 Loot, The greater part 
of the richer ore.	 at 200 Loot to 800 Loot below the surface. Pego-l78.


In the Granite lode the richest ore ocourod, aboro the 
approimato1y horizontal junction of two veins below which the veins 
dipped away from each other in such a manner as to inclose a 
wo&ge ..shapod mass of rock pointing upwards. 
Pego., 187 


In the Granite vein the richest ore shoot aprears to be 
related to a junction of two fissures, and presumably the mingling 
of solutions was a favorable factor. 
Peo-107.


Thiring the period of deposition some of the veins were fracture 
and broociated,. and ore gantical]ij simlar to the first was interduoed 
into the open spaces thus Lormod.. At a still later period the contry 
rook was at rney places d.isturbod by small normal faults, which cut 
across the ore bodies and dip1aood them. Theo faults are not thorn 
solves ineraljzed. Other fissures following the veins or parallel to 
them wore formed proouiiably at the same time, end. this fissuring 
provided a condition for secondary enrtohmont of some of the deposits 
by doscondjng sulphate waters. 
Pee204.


This zone of secondary enrichment extend nearly' to the surface in one place, but by for the greater' portion accuros from 300 Loot to 000 feet below the surface,
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DMEA


1958. *LEASE AND OPTION. 


THIS LEASE AND AGREE1JENT made and entered into at Bu. 
this 6th day of August, A.D., 1957, wherein NEEDLE GUN Al 
corporation, organized and existing under and by. virtue 
of the state of Montana, is.LESSOR and Party of the Firs 
WILLIAM R. MeLURE of philipsburg, Montana, is LESSEE ,and 
Second Part*


laws 
ax 


WIT1ESSETH 
THAT; WHEREAS, Sectionf 'ti 'al IV of the By-Laws ofsaid 
Corpora tion heretofore duly adopted, is as follows: 	 =::I 


"Section 3 •. The Board of Directors of this Co. 	 bnJil 
have authority to sell, lease, option, lease and option, mortgage,' 
exchange, or otherwise dispose of, the whole,or any part of the 
property and assets of every kind and description of this corporation, 
for property, or for the whole or part of the capital stock of any 
other corporation, whether domestic or foreign, or otherwise; with full 
power and authority in case of lease or option, or lease and option, 
to define and fix the term thereof, the price thereof, the royalties 
thereon, the manner of payment of royalties, the working conditions 
thereunder, and such other matters incidental to the giving and 
working of the properties of this company under said lease or option, 
or lease and option, as is usually had and enjoyed by lessees or 
optionees in this state." 
AND,WH EREAS, at a meeting of the Board of Directors of date may 1,1957 
a motion was carried that a lease be given to William R. McLure for a 
period of ten (10) years with a royalty of eight percent (8) on t,,he 
net smelter returns and stockpile returns and at an option price of 
FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND ($400,000 ) DOLLARS and that li.L.Maury should 
work out the terms of said lease with ..illiam R,McLure and execute such 
a lease on the part of the Corporation with term suitable to him and, 
WHEREAS, the following terms are suitable and deemed reasonable and fair 
by the said H.L.Maury; now, therefore, 
irOR AND IN CONSIDERATION of the sums of the royalty hereinafter set 
forth and the covenants to . be kept and performed by the lee se, the 
Lessor does to the Lessee, his heirs and assigns, lease for the period 
of ten (10 ) years from the 6th day of August, A.D.,1957, and to mine 
let for such period all of the following described property, to-wit; 


An undivided. 78/80ths interest in and to the following; 
Gold Coin Quartz Lode Mining claim, Survey NO. 2878. 
Addison Quartz Lode Mining Claim, Survey No • 3307. , 
.t'ieedle Gun Quartz Lode Mining Claim, survey No. 2960, 
Ettie Quartz Lode Mining Claim Survey No 3359, 
Leopard Quartz Lode Mining Claim, Survey No, 3358, 
Remi Quartz Lode Mining Claim, Survey No. 3303, 
Crown Point Quartz Lode Mining Claim, Survey No. 3290. 
Belcher Quartz Lode Mining Claim, Survey Noe, 3302. 
And all of the right title and. interest in and to the following; 
black Eagle s ' unpateired, Quartz Lode Miiiirig Claim; 
Silver Eagle, unpatented, Quartz Lode Mining Claim; 


Togather with all mining , machinery thereon. 


0/_







.	 I 
'STATE, OF MONTANA	 .) 


V set 
County of Silver bow ) 


On this 6th day of AncpustAn the year 1957 before 


me, NAZ C. LUT .Ø. a Uotary ub1ic f or. the State of Uonta, 


personally aperd. li. L.	 own to me to be ,a Direotor 


and Vioereaidet of the Beadle Gun Lne.azid $y]vester 3. uUi'van, 


Known to me to be the 39oretm and ¶reaurer of the 1'eed2e Gun 


•	 £iio that executed the within instrument and aomow1e&Led to me 


that aueh oororation executed the sane. 


IN WMESS W..O1?, we have hereunto set our hands and 


the o.orporate seal of said corporation the day and year in this 


Gertificate above writon.


Yfi. PLUTT. 
Notary £IibLtÔ for the State of Montana. 


Residing at Butte Montana. 
(flOTARZAZ $EAL) 	 •ray Commission ftplres Aust 23 0 1958.. 


LL
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June 25, 1958 


TO
	


Administrator, 11'lEA 


From:
	


Division of Iron and Ferro-Alloys, DNEA. 


Subject:	 Denial of the subject application for exploration 

assistance in the amount of 11,000.00 
William R. McLure (Docket No. DNEA 4948 '-Manganese, Zinc 
Granite County, Montana 	 and Lead) 


A denial of the subject application for exploration assistance 
is recommended by this Division based on the following information: 


This property was the subject of two previous applications for 
exploration assistance and both were denied. The first application dated 
July 26, 1951, Docket No. DA 1958, contemplated driving a 1,000 foot 
adit eastward on the vein, and was later revised to add 600 feet of east-
ward drifting on the vein, plus two 50 foot cross cuts north and south, 
sinking a 100 foot winze and drifting easterly 200 feet on the vein from 
the bottom of the winze. This application was denied mainly on the basis 
that any ore that might be discovered would probably be silver ore. 


The second application, Docket No. DMEA 2747, was dated 
October 23, 1952, at which time the adit had been advanced 400 feet. 
This application proposed to continue the adit 750 feet. The new work 
revealed nothing that would change the original appraisal of the property 
and the application was again denied. 


After the above denial work on the adit level was continued 
until it now amounts to about 1,700 feet of drifting and crosscutting. 
On the basis of this new work a new application for exploration assistance 
was made on February 21, 1958. The applicant proposes to sink a 100 foot 
inclined shaft from the small cut west of the Needle Gun adit at an esti-
mated cost of jaLj.,Ooo.oO. 


The property was examined by William C. Prinz, Geologica1 
Survey, on April 29, 1958, accompanied by William R. NcLure, the applicant. 
The ground was covered with snow and little of the surface could be seen. 
The adit was open and the examiner found no evidence to change the 
opinions of the former examiners. The property was examined by Elden C. 
Pattee, Bureau of Nines in October 1957. Pattee mapped and sampled the
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property and parts of this work is submitted in this report. 


Applicant:	 William R. i1cLure 
Box S. 
Philipsburg, Montana .•	 : ' 


Property 
Ownership:	 The property is oined by the Needle Gun Corporation 


and consists of 8 patented lode mining claims and 2 
unpatented lode, mining claims, situated in the 


•	 .	 .	 Philipsburg Mining. District, section 28, T. 7. N.., It. 
•	 13 W.,' Granite County, MOntana, and identified as 


follows: . .	 . 


Claim Name	 Patented Claims	 Survey No. 


Gold Coin	 2878 


Addison	 3307 
Needle Gun	 2960 


Ettie	 ...... ..	 3359 
LeOpard	 3358 
Rend	 ' '.	 .' .	 .	 ,	 3303 


•	 Crown Point 	 3298 


Belcher	 .	 .	 3302  
The unpatented claims are the Black Eagle and Silver Eagle.(*) 


Geology:	 The rocks of the Philipsburg District consist of a 
sequence, of Precambrian and Paleozoic sediments, mainly 
limestone, with some shale and quartzite, intruded by a' 
Tertiary granodiorite batholith. The district contains 
a series of faults and fissures of various ages. The 
most important structures in' the formation of ore 
deposits are the series of silver-bearing vein fissures 
which cut both the sediments and granodiorite batholith. 
Movements along the fissures have been small, sometimes 
forming en echelon groups. The veins contain silver, 
zinc, lead and some copper. sulfides in a quartz gangue 
and many contain a litt]e rhodochrosite:. The manganese 
ore in the district is found as replacement bodies in 
favorable sedimentary beds adjacent to the fissure 
veins. As a group the veins (including the main vein) 
on the Needle Gun property are small and weak and offer 
little evidence of containing 'any significant ore 
bodies. 


•	 Past History  
and Production: . 


During the boom days of the Philipsburg area around he 
turn of the century, the Needle Gun property was prospect- 
ed by open cuts and pits with little result. From 1951 


-2-


(*) The property has been leased to the Applicant by a lease and option dated 



	


August 6, 1957. 	 •	 ' S 	 ' '	 '
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the property has been prospected with open cuts and 
1,700 feet of adit and crosscuts. No ore has been. 
produced from the property. " 	 S 	 ' 	 , 	 " S, 	 •, 


Ore Values	 ,	 S ','	 ' 	 S 


and Tonnage: No ore of an economic grade has been opened up on the 
property.. Samples taken show the following' values: 


•	 Sample Width ,	 Manganese Gold	 Silver Lead'' Zinc 
No. Inches ' O$S. ozso % 


21 7 '' 0.07 2.36 0.79 0.0 
3 7	 ' 0.02 0974 0.043 1.44 


833 48 0054	 , 0.017 Tr. 0.06 0.0 
834 4 8.33 0.02 1.10 '	 '0.11 0.0 
835 30 . 2.17 0.055 0.20 0 0 08 0.0 


S 	 836, 30 1.81 0.085 0.20 ' 0.06 0020 
837	 ' 8 7.61 0.014' 0.80 0.08 0.25 
838 4 5.79 0.095 3.60. 0915 6.40 
839 18 Tr. 0.0 000' '0.06 0.0 
840	 '. Grab '	 4.71 0.060 0.30, 0.06 0.0 


Samples 833, 834 and 835 are from trench just west of 
•	 adit.' Sample No. 840'is a grab of northwest striking 


vein. Sample No. 839 was taken to determine if pinkish 
rock contained manganese. Samples 2 and 3 and 836, 
837 and 838 were taken, in the adit during the prior ex-
amination and presentexamination. '•, • 0


The examining Geologist concludes that, 'while the vein 
has been explored by over a quarter mile of workings in' 
the adit and by surface cuts, no- ore of a commercial 
grade has been found. The vein, is weak and poorly min-
eralized. He . concludes that the 'recent work only proves 
the previous denials were 'justified and that there is 
little chance of finding any significant ore bodies. The 
Field Team concurs in the conclusions of the eamnining 
Geologist and recommends that theepplication be denied. 


The Commodity Divisions Of the Geological' Survey, and the 
Bureau of Mines, concur in the recommendations of the 
Field Team. kVf44t 


W. S. Martin, Director,'. 
Division of Iron and Ferro.-Alloys 


TLCHAPMAN/dl, f oc  
6-25-58  
cc to: Code 400  


Admr. R. File,  
Oper. Comm.  


Comments and 
Conclusions: 
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Pat, Docket No.. 	 .t'494, Manganese, 
Ziñe and Zeed 


Needle Gun i4&ne 
Granite County, MDntsna 


XearMr. Moiure: 


Tour application of Tobruary 21, 1958.1, for exp1ore. 
tion assistance and other data avilab1e to us in Washington 
concerning the above-referenced property have been reviewed. 


Since your two previous applications, .Dockets IOè. 
D4U4958J and mLu.2747, were denied Tou have completed approx 
inately 1,70) feet of drifting and crosscutting. LII our inter.-
nation, however, indicatee that the new work has not exposed any 
new features that would justify Government participation in on 
exploration program on your elaine 'Ve regret to advise rcu, under-
these cirouastances2that your appileation is denied. 


We wish to thank you for 7otu' eantinued interest in 
the Defense Minerals exploration A6(nistration program end for 
bringing the proposed new type of work on the. above proprty to our 
attention.


Sincerely yours, 


C 0 Mittendorf 


Ad$nistrator 


TLCHAPMA.N/d1 6-26-58 
cc to:	 Code 400 


Adinr. R. File 
Oper. Comm 
Field Team, Region I 


Messrs: Gilbert DeHuff, USBM 
T. H. Killsgaard, USGS
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Memoranth 


To:


S	 IN REPLY REFER TO: 


______ acE 


LL,Jko 


W. S. Martin, Defense Minerals Exploration 	 &ationj 


From:	 T. H. Kiilsgaard., U. S. Geological Survey 


abject: Review of Field 1ca1niation Report, Docket ]]4EA 119148 
(Manganese-Lead-Zinc) Needle Gun Mine, Granite County, Montana. 


The cited property has been the subject of two previous 
EA applications, both of which were denied.. Since thi second 
app1ication,8everal hundred feet of drift have been driven on the 
Needle Guniein eastward from previously existing workings. This 
work has followed a persistent but weak and only partially min. 
eralizedatructure. Sanleä of the vein are poor and there is 
nothing to indicate the ore would. improve either in size of deposit 
or in grade by further eloration. 


Field examiners recommend denial and these recommendations 
appear as valid today as did the first recommendations in 1951. In 
fact, recent work by the applicant singly bears out the opinions of 
previous examiners; namely, that the vein does not warrant explora-
tion. I concur with the field. examiners. There is nothing to 
indicate that a significant discovery will be made in the Needle 
Gun property, and denial of the application is therefore recommended. 


5


T. K. Kiilsgaaci 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


Jui
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION



So. 157 Howard Street 
Spokane 14 Washington	 0 


June 5, 1958	 ,	 - f 


bilL __


L&i 


Docket, 
William R, 
Needle Gun Mine 
Granite County, Montana 


Mr. George C. Selfridge, Chairman 
Operating Committee, DMEA 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 25, D. C.


Re: 


V 
Dear Mr. Selfridge: 


Enclosed are three copies of a field examination report 
by William C. Prinz, Geologist, U. S. Geological Survey, on this 
application. 


Two previous applications for aid to explore this prop-
erty were denied. Since the last denial the applicant has inter-
mittently done additional trenching, drifting, and crosscutting 
further exposing the vein. He has also developed a concept that 
the veins have been reopened and that therefore minable ore bodies 
should be found by deeper exploration. He also argues that the 
intersection of two veins near the portal of the adit is a 
favorable target for deeper exploration. 


Prinz points out the fallacies in the applicant's con-
depts and shows how the applicant has misunderstood or misinter-
preted statements by W. H. Emmons and F. C. Calkins in U. S. 
Geological Survey Professional Paper 78 and concludes that the 
chance of making a significant discovery is poor. He therefore 
recommends that the application be denied, 


We concur with Prinz's conclusions and recommendations. 


By Field Team, Region I 


Reviewed by 


D'IIEA OPERATING COMMITTER 
a e. 
A. E. Weissenborn, Exec, Officer 


U. S. Geological Survey 


Member -Ie^ ^U!Bureau of Mines
(date) 


Enclosures 
cc: USBM(2) 


USGS(sRo) 
Prinz
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DRIT OF TO XNTRIOR 

Defense . 14inerals, Exploration Admin1straton 


So 157 Howard Street 
Spokane 4 Washington 


June 2, 1958 


/


OMDUi 


To:	 DA Field Team, Region I 


pron g	 'William C • Prinz, Geologist, U0 SGeological Survey 


Subject: Field Examination Report, Docket Mo. D98	 asse 
LsadZinc), William R. McLure .9 Ieed1s Chm kiine, Granite 
County, Montana


flThODUCTIOk! 


An application for DA assistance to explore the Zeadle 
Gkw group of claims for manganese, lead and zinc was received 
February 27, 1956, from William R McLure0 The property is in the 
eastern part of the Philipsburg Dietrict Granite Countyp k1ontana0 
fr0 MLure wishes to explore the property by sinking a 1QQfoot 
incline shaft on theNeedle Gun vein. Ee estimates that this 
project would cost 1,000; Government participation at 30 percent 
would be $79000 


This is kir cLures thirdapplieation for DA assist -


ance to explore the kJeed1e Gun property. The first application, 
Docket 10 u1958, was for assistance to drive an adit 1,000 feet 
eastward on the vein. The application was later revised to include 
600 feet of eastward drifting on the vein, plus two 50foot cross -
cuts north and south, to be followed by sinking a 100 -foot winze 
from the adit level and drifting 200 feet easterly on the vein from 
the bottom of the winze0 This application was denied on September 
1,L951, because it appeared that if an ore body were developed 
by the proposed program, it would probably be primarily a silver 
ore rather than one of lead or zinc,, Kr,,McLures second applica 
tion, Docket Eo D A-277, was submitted. on October 27, 195 2 g . This 
application was submitted after the adit had been advanced about 
00 feet and proposed to continue the adit for an additional 750 


feet0 He estimated that this program would cost about 0,000 
The examining engineers concluded that the new work revealed nothing 
that would change the original appraisal of the property and this 
application was denied on November 10, 1932 Since this denia1 
work has been carried on intermittently at the property and the 
crosscutting
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T	 opty was era-mined by the author on Ai1 


1958 accpaied by Willie L eLure ,;, the aj1icmt0 At the tie 
of the e!zation the ro& Was covered with 3J feet of 
oeve it was Lmosible to examine the Needle Gum adit and the 


ea11 dDSOT cut just set of the LeedIe Gm adit portaL 
NeLuga tted that these vere the most critical exposures Insofar 
ae evaltio of hie japperty was concerned0 Be further etated 
that the tromeaes to the vest were not as good as the one 


anined near the portal. Te property had been erAalmd in 
Getdbao 1.957 by Eldea C. Pattees 2inig Engkwerp U S0 Dwean of 


In onction Lth the ea study of the MILIpbwjS 
Letict0 Fattee wappd and sampled the maim adit and 


fniehed coLee of his data which v2re of co idrab1e help dwin 
the exmmftatlon of the propeg ty. The asp sbnitted witk this 
reç©t (l 1) v5so reduced fr@i&t fttfte l e map with only the addition 
of the clalm bamdarlea fron the a3@11cat1cm and of sce notes 
by Woelfc


Mn- Zoedle GM nine lies in an	 Tertiary nodiorite 
bathoUth ab©t 2.k rniles east of its vaotem bor.der0 The 
OM V61-2,9 the nost inortant structure on the prozpYtyv has been 
egposed in an etenoie adit 0 The vein here is snal and snbccn 


La1O )bar the portal of the adit the vein in	 sd in a snaU

trench0 Me vein here is also snali but is bordered to the north 
by a ide 0 altered or weathered zoned The applicant belleves that 
thin weathered or altered tone indicates that the vein has been 
reopened and concludes that a large deposit lies a short distance 
below the surfac 0 NVIdence for this reoloning5 such as brohan sd 
brecciated vein naterial D inclusions of v0l rock within the vei 
and Zarga aioante of vein quartz are all lackin0 It in concluded 
that the chances of w1king a sinificant discovery are 3m , and 
therefore it is recceaded that the application be denied0 


The Meadle UAM nine is in the eastern dart of the hilips 
buya Dining- Metrict in see0 26 T 7 Ii?OD L l W	 ranite County 


By road it in about niles east of the tc of 1hilis 
bur at an altitude of about 7C@O feet. The pra Zzoty can be 
reached by asssner car by SoIngsoutheasterly frcn 
U the ol& ghost ton of Oremfta D a distance of about 3 nilesB turn 
left or northerly in ©ranite and continue for l niles to the 


oprty0 Mn yxopyty muld be easily accessible by pssen(er 
car enoet during the uftWg, ncnths0 lthouh s inter in the area 
in severe and snofall in heavyv the nine road could be het 
pled out and the nine vorhed all winter lon0
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DEMI", 10Z OF 


M2 fted-IG GM MIMG lies along th st side of tbe F1it 
Cya@k Reap at a altitude of about 7 OOO 7503 feet, The to 
aby of th	 10 Steep and	 ed 


adit lo the *ly major a©c oib 
at the propVty. Mio a 	 of	 of ft 


a1 oot ot of	 ae alo the main MOadle 
The	 10 also oad ft a Ofot t t©hjaot woot of tho adLt 
otal0 It	 that the proparty also @ota 


othe tMwhGap oballowhaft 3hot edits and apa eutog but they 
all ftacceaa lble at the time of the field	 ba 


Of elthOT @MW 09, CwAng, One large building housi2kg a 
ead bladeth shop and cm cmalleg, bmIlding ao nesz, tho adit 


The vology of the PhilipsbuPS Dittt boo hoo	 ©Lb1 
Im	 oard1a relating to curremtly act.v 


2oheto0	 366	 334D and	 al U. L 
iry ptblleatlww o The most pott pablho1 p©t 


Loft ao the v luat10 of the Weed2a 
D ema Calk D L C Ceoloy an Oe )op©to of the 


lLpb	 1D F,,wtaM q U S Geological	 1ap? 
789 1l The otho fioes -Pgtaln Malmly to the 
p©to ©f the Philpb	 LatTlet2 vheb ao to tRn ugmt of the 
ZQQ029 &M Mine. The 910ocks im the MillysbuyaMtiot	 of 


OQ of	 0T1-%n and P1OWi	 tD Raino4 2.12votaw 
aafi q'maoU1taq itd by a 1Zavtia2T	 oLtQ 


bathelith0 Ths . 000mato hava been folded into 
'^fticb PIURDS 1	 oth0 The ioe the	 t liib of IA *(D


 t&ip	 © s oetD the o the oat 1b S,	 atr 
The gTaWdloolta lo famd In both the eastosm a1 oiatho pto 
of the dlvtolat. Zto eaet cagatect Jo paaUel ulth the	 of the 
atLol	 wtb ©otaot tcate the eti0.e0 Contact ta 
opho ffoti ae wioiblo In the ecte u to 1 ug:jIg f	 the 


ateiee Cheapa are ©ofiod to the IsEndlatG 
tact ' 5 oee of faults and	 fii	 of 


:?vmzl 2m the diBtylet. The o1dt aro a sayloo of 
hih at7AIM noythwoot and d1p nartRQaot. The	 tu 


aa,G wt	 eM are of Mly 22ACYta loft ao the © 
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UOM
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The oth te 
em P=rallw ^nakqg' then the eaetiet gaze, wMMMt a1@ thee 


and In mc*= p1aoo they break up aat@







Giecuppso These v1s cotat s ilvers Zinap 14 and sm 
epMpy	 Ld i a quar tz SanGmve and many coutain a littlo 
rbcoroite0 The	 aee ore In the district Is f@md a s 


&t bodies In favo'ab1e scdlaentary beds adjacent to these 
IO mawese depos its of note have bamm fomd In the 
811ver and i1verz1n© ores have basn Edd fri the 


themse lves in both the sedImAts and the granalarM amd 
am @Gldcm found ara replacemat de3os ltm, The 


the 1arett silver poer in the d1otylet ,9 in about I 
omth of the Zeedle Gm wine in a similso geologict-1. .ttin 


Me Weedle Gum'. poerty in mderlain pylaaol2y by. 
md1m-Um1n3d gray granedlorite and in about ii 212ao Qat ©e the 


of the batholith The main et ©twa1 .featwo o the 
in the	 in with tie eentIaUy tt 
iIe itep1y to the math, This voln vaoleo 0gaR a thin 


of an Inch wift to 8 
einte of qusotz eM oue with e	 eM 


a ftv acattemd mulgldooq haltQ eM 
sow of altered	 oLiórIt in gamd almd the win at 


a OW IpLecoo, Thin	 has a emlmm uldth of about 3 f®et eM 
Alcmgg the	 Ift abot © gGetazot of 


thi aet Okos ao Smno Containing a pink clay oi ateoi fIin 
o ©t the Gmth well of the edit, At fIt glanco tMe plalz


 Zcolm lihe fine	 he 
olm that It in apj a aaaeeebearin	 Va@oe of 


hWdGVQOq In ee-era1 places QMRS the wa^mo 2m 
the ea'U tob just veot of the otaI of the Zeo d2o 
"Mn 2zim Tkaft in 4 in&ee vide and COWJ16to of qmgotm eM 


in onpa@@d mao the eouthera end of thin 
aM 10 boos^domd oa the awth by abat 20 fet of	 aeee auk 
Iocom-@nldg-otalaad gommilarite wh1ch Ia crab1y, aypagmtLy oltheo 
duo to hyothea1 a1teratI© or to 'ieatherin0 The 
e©ite1 that the	 vein was also eoeed in eeea1 4oe 


ote to the mot but he©ae of anou coMitIoe these ©ute COMMO 
• aooat he	 Le etata hover that the vein in the

• out Juot yet of the ota1 in etroa' Vnm It Is 


the	 er0 


The @GCM4_VGIUq Which the aUoaat faele in 
aw@O&E, ae the eraLmtiom of bin ©rty in no 	 in 
in a eaU ot anten9dias aortheaete 01y frci the orta1 of the 


a alto The vein here in VOaD7. and noeinte of 13 inohee of jrt 
and RawpmoG oicIe 0	 the MIt 3oopae the IIat 
lsoftg in eMe to eoe the	 eteaeI@a of this 


re alter	 oIorito etain bj oalsee of 22m eM 
are vlo:Mo D bwit there in no 	 The r 
Mtte Lth the a1inatioa ftplew thin	 @0 at Iaet part of

It ae boamg q2qpoodin the mutbom eM of the flret oroeenut eouth 
fna the PoGdam am MItO Mvereej Oylentad	 camp 
scaoo are	 In thin nroeenut bt 2atbImS that oouW b 	 to1y 
CaLled in
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Samplao go. 033 .9 834 .9 and 835 are from the treh just 'West ©. th 
©w alto	 833	 835 are of t 


wall ?@4A oth of tho Balm vaftq whereas 834 Is a	 the 
cj	 efO Sakole 1Q 8J40 i a grab sample of the e©1 
ei of fto	 tki	 into the	 edit, 


839	 aditto datemizo 
© wt Qn p	 thea1 oxymod Im thlo area vao rho dao^vao:ZW0 
yGot of Kn oampAes mere. collected along the ma-la	 © vi 


the Mt O. e1e	 sad 3 eve frm a provRow 
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cLuro readily admits that the shm7inge thus far are 
©t to gmd. He Is basing his argurAents for continuing work @R his 


concept that the veiis In the district have been reoesd Xri sup 
of this concept he quotas gulu etensive1y fro	 ons and 


Caiiiis	 fessionl Paper No, 76, These @tztemento aeo ta 	 out 
of context and IM many cases do not apply to the Zeadlg Gm mfto, 
As evldonee for vein reopening '9 reopening' k'tctr cLure cis the eposure in 
Q3 tnch just vest of the Zeedle n Mit0	 AcLre believes 
that the loosep crunbly Vanite exposed north of the vein in this 
out indicates e2tensive fissuring and reopening, believed on the 


M other bs , that this crbly and oIdestained (atsite is the re 
of normal -ra11 rock alteration or of eathering0 It is diffi-


cult for Ma to vieualIse, as does fr0 McLura q how the vain could 
be eXUMz1VQZY fie red and reopened here near the portal and not 
be reopnM a short distance to the east, M further arguent 
against 1Ir. 1cre° s Ideas I would also like to present one qjuota 
tion out of contet 0 Referring to the Granite win g Mmow and 
CaUins (Profcessional Paper 1o, 78) state on yaCp 17© D 'Ths vein 
W&@ f11IM reopened and refilled D probably several t2ms 0 Ivi 
dence of such reopening is afforded by the presence of ieany sea1l0 
an jar frasnts and parallel slabs of country rock near the center 
of the vein s where they are completely surrounded by ore, 


the ore itself Is brecciated and completely receiented by 
ore of s@e%Ybat different character,' X sav no such evidence at 
the


Another argnt advanced by , cLare in support of bin 
p2030sd1 york near the portal of the MeedlLe Gvun edit is the fec 
that to veins intersect near here, Re quoWn out of centet frc 
pages 178 aM 187 of Pofessiona1 Paper me. 78 in support of this 
idea, ir, D,22MV9 has nissed the point here 0 as	 and 
are talking about the nearly horistal intersection of too veins 
with nearly parallel strikes but divergent dips 0 whorow on the 


in property the vein intersection is nearly vertical, 	 i©ns 
and ©alkins (Prof 0 per 00. 78 p 178 fig, ) state that the 
ore near these vetica1 intersections is not richer then it is 


There has beet nojroduction 02?aR the property and 
there are cson are reserves eistisg on the property today0 
It appears that the properj .ould not possibly develop any 


MO of c©nseence snd....that the possibildty of developing 
any base'netal ore is


MUCAM I S MOMERL 


The applicant proposes to ep1©re the pr©prty by sinking 
a IM-foot inclined shaft from the 0a11 cut just vest of the lueed2g 
Mm edit. This shaft would follow the ZaedZe em vein 
J1r. McLure estimates that the project vould coot 1©© or 140 per 
foot, but he 6@3ig not present any detailed coot ana970s0
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*. XU*.. *. )c*'a 3*tter te	 t *i1 3, i98, 
*btth 30fl	 Apr	 , 19ø10 *. Osr,on	 , DIw*ck*1 
Ottl.ce d D.f.ai 	 L]i*mU.n,	 *n. 'Ua aus 1iatio Ie 
DNM .xp3sti as' ids	 s At Us Iesd]m Oia *, ii,rS21t* 
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ow tU*a abmw tbt Us .mmdstOn mo dac**sd id*b 
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tat Us etntti. Is peiruos* istil th isw bed a*lted. lip 
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Me ifene MzorsU Act of 19 M.r iich ThEA 
operates will expire at sidnight June 30 of this year, after 
which no now ama ctts Om be uraiexuen* To be actm 
ipct betrs the dead line, fie)4 tea* reports x*ust be in 
Washington early in	 ?herefore, it is most i*p.rtarEt that 
you n*tif7 us is soon as a sstisfactor r	 ijcam be iids. 
ifr. Prins will cose over as soon as possible after V. hear bo* 


Processing of the application must mw, of, course, await 
the results of our review of the report of the field exaisinstion 
it ow can  


Attached for yowr SlIme, as you reueeted, is 1r. &Lure!s.



	


•	 , Sincere],y yours, 


C 0 Mittendoif -. 


£sinietrator 


Enclosure 



WSMartin/foc 
S-i-.S8 


	


•	 cc to: Code 400 
Adrnr. H. File	 .• 
Oper. Comm..  
FT. REG.I	 ,	 •	 ,



Messrs. Gilbert DeHuff, tBM 


	


•	 T. H. Kiilsgaard, USGS	 .• •







Sincerely yours, 


6 Rw 
As 


•	 . 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

OFFICE OF DEFENSE MOBILIZATION 



WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


•P RS 
APR 2 8 195 94147 OFFICE OF ASSISTANT DIRECTOR


	
24 


Production 


Mr. C. 0. MittemlorfV 


Administrator 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 
Department of the Interior 
Room 4459 Interior Building 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Mittendorf:


72d 


I am forwarding herewith a copy of a letter 
and attachments which we have received from Senator 
Mike Mansfield, together with my reply, all of which 
are self-explanatory.


Enclosures	 ©tAL 1FE	 ? 


DT1T1.
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF DEFENSE MOBILIZATION 



WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


1 
4-41 ?rouction


-"	 V onorb1 iikc	 fo1d 
United [,-'CtAas &zte 


Pr itor ii1d: 


1r. Gray has L'a 


ipii 14, 198 enc1oth 
of 2hi1ip1r, 
roperty.


ed zac to Tcply , to 'cur letter of 
1tQr froa	 iUi X kicLu 


rt1tiv to tne Ned110" Uuii thii 


It upo;r from li. iicLtire' itt' tit ie 
cmeoraoi ith ziatte 	 hich are ti' reoniLity o the 
Dc	 iorticn LitrabL'i.


 
are 


iij1y ri your !t	 m tr	 1iour9 to tt caey for 
ro?ly.


liicvrc1 Ck13 


Li.:;ctor
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UNITED STATES SENATE 	 Y



Committee on Rules and Administration 


April 14, 1958 


Honorable Gordon Gray" 
Director 
Office of Defense Mobilization 
Washington 25, D. C.


RE: Needle Gun Mining Property 


Dear Mr. Gray:


Enclosed herewith is a letter which I have 
received from one of my constituents, William R. NcLure, 
Philipsburg, Montana. I would appreciate very much your 
looking into this matter and advising me on same. 


Please return the enclosed communication when 
it has served its purpose. 


With best wishes, I em


Sincerely,



(signed) MIKE MATPIEID 


End:


COPY
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PL3DR,	 AYf 


2QQ 


Io	 oto


I	 our lotto of ]a©b 28tb Q c7ltb onoalozoI 
1t	 LQ L1ttotho?0 


I would. 11kg to oall	 ttondorft atLo to 
tho root that GinGG Nov0lOth 0 1952 thoo ha bon ooióbio 
cviornoit	 oio an tho 110L10 Gnu gToporty aii 
OO th at tho tao	 a 11oat1ou o oo1otor



waa given to the intorsection of fiesiuree eni tho rsoqonj2 og 
fiouresi 0 which aro the two Most iortant factors in ooiin 
the Philipeburg ore deposits. I havo never oeen an thttion 
Of fis3ur08 9 in this area0 that hao not developed into an iortant 
ore deposit, and I etarted mining in YU11paburg in 1912 


It seems to methat for the last four yearo, the 
Pol icy of the .D.LE,A, hao boen not to d.evolop new mines but 
to further develop mines that are all ready d.evelope. You can 
not develop a new mine with out taking into consideration the element of chance. There would be no Butte today if some one had 
not taken a chance in the begining, Nobody can see beyond the 
point of the pick. 


I have been mining all of my life and I am confident 
that my theory on Beadle Gun is right. 


I hope that Mr. Mittend.orf will not be prejudice 
against me because of the two former rejections, 


Sincerely Y ours. 


Ic 
mani ±, MOLur
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RECEIvE. /	 1 4 


So. 157 ilowarti street
	


DAINhIALS 


Spokane I; Waaumtoa 


Air Mail	 April 11, 1958 


Mr. George .C. $elfz'idge, C)siruex& 
Oporatirg Cotz*nittee, Ø€A 
Departnt of the 


I 
Interior 


Washington 25, D. Co 


1aa' Mr. Selfridge:


I.	 11	 1 


This 18 to advise you of an unfortunate situation that is 
developing in x'eard to new appU.etiona and the present .1ue dead-
line, Our monthly prXeee itport shOve t*o examinations scheduled 
for the week of Mtirch 31 and threcscheduled for the week of April 70 
Of these, only l4cneta Porcupine Mines, Ltd., Docket flo. DI-e953, 
was -acesei.ble. 


We sent you copies of a nmorandu to the files dated 
April?, 1958, by W. C. Prinz deacrtbin the situation at William 
R, I'tLuz'e 'a property, Docket No, aA4948, when he atteupted . to, 
u*ke an examination. C April 7 1 Alvord and Parsons went to Salmon, 
Idaho, expecting to examine the following properties: Tidal Wave 
Mining Canpany, Docket No. t14!A'927; Carroll W. VeLle, Docket No 
a4 4932; and Agency Creek Thorium and Bare Metals Corp., Docket !o.. 
a!EA971. The last application was received. April k, A series of 
ouov storms that started late last week n*de I these examinations 
ir	 ibis. 


Carroll W, Wells 1e three areas he wishej to à*ploze. 
The erniocn were able to 3ook at only one vhic1 does not show xach 
promise. The two athe areas, at higher altitudes, were eoir,1etely 
snowed in and inaccess.ble. e Tidal Wave Mining Ccxpeny property 
aa covered by at leUt: 3 fet of new snow and the Agency 'ee1c 


¶I orium a4 Bare Metals Corp. property by 5 feet. -, - 


Under the most favorable weather conditions it will be after 
My 1 before any of these properties will be readt for exr4n.ticm, 
and it tre.y be that acms or all at them will not be ready before the 
middle of Mey. The applicets have all been intord of the - urgency 
Of an early e*mirtion and have promised to let us know the mint 
they fool an examination can be nBds







. 


In addition to the above, four new applications from Idaho 
and one from Montana have been received this Month, An atteript will 
be made to examine one of t eae, Alonza Lixiderirn near Ilailey, April U 
(to D. Co 4/11/58). We do not yet knov what the snow conditi(1s, nr 
be in that area, Walter CaibeU's uranium property (Lucky Win in 
Idabo county) near GraneviUe, Idaho, will be scheduled the week, of 
April 21, Alberta K. Rcririo, Montana, and Irwin MPheters O Idaho, 
will probably not be examined for reaecna stated in our letters 
transmitting their applications, 1y Mines, Inc. (to D. C. 11/10/56) 
can probably be evaluated without an examination but in any case 
weather Will 'not present any problem. 


While our field nn were in Idaho, they learned that the 
Capital-Seaboard property (aA4906) near Calera is under 3 feet 
of snow. However, we have ii data 4m the, property in the Survey 
files, 'ALso, Mr. K. E, ilanbien, the ào,sny'a' engineer, will be in 
Spokane the week of April 14 and we hope to get sufficient infornm-
ticm at that time to colete an evaluation without a field 
examination, 


We are preparing a report on Western Fluorite (1iEA-4763) 
without a re ..ex1uinaticzi, The purpose ofthe re ..e uninaticn was to 
tie in the proposed and roe umnded drill holes with the claim 
boundariesq. We believe we can avoid thj.s necessity by stipulating 
that" the locations of all drill sites have swiar , Goverrinent approval. 


The 1..ybreak Uranium, mc, (I)A4956) eanination will be 
uMe the week of ipril 1


Sincerely yours, 


A, E, Weis8eflbcrn 
Executive Officer ,, DM 
Field Team, Regicn I 


cc: UM (2)


2
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o. 157 tIoward street 
poLaz1f3 l4 Washington



il 8, 1956 


Mr. W11lian R. WW'e 
CI( 5 


Philipsburg, Montana


B: Doc.et No.	 -93 t 
Needle Gun !t.ne 
Granite County, Moutaia 


Thrnr Mr. McLure:


3e -Zinc -lead ) 


We are sorry that our field exaiuinra were unable to see 
the new surface workings because of the heavy snow. As you recaLl, 
Mx. ixinz told you he expects to be back in PhUip.burg the first 
week in ). Hver, he asited you to let him know if an earlier 
exezuinatioc would be posib1e. 


The Defense Minerals Act of 1950 under which 1A operates 
will expire at midnight June 30 of this rear, after which no new 
DMA contracts can be undertaken. To be acted upon before the dead 
line, field tarn reports ni.wt be in Washington early in y. There 
fore, it is most important that you notify us as soon as a 
satisfactory examination can be zade. Mr. Prinz Viii come over 
as soon as possible after we hear from you. 


Sincerely yours, 


A. E. Weissenborn 
1&ecutive Ofioer, EVEA 
Field Team, Region I 


cc: II4EA (2) 
USBM (2) 
Prinz
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From:	 William C. Prinz, Geologist, U. s..aeoi4i cal ar.. 


Subject: Docket 11o. D4948 (Me • ese .ZincLea4), William. B. 
Meture, Needle Gun Mine, Granite County, Montana 


I contacted Mr. MeLure, the applicant, in Philipsburg,, 
Montana ., on April 1, 1958 ) to discuss his application and to arrange 
for a possible examinatin of his property. Mr. MeLure stated that 
in order to adequately evaluate his property, an examination of 
sone of the surface cuts and trenches would be necessary * He 
further stated that the ground at the mine was covered with about 
3 feet of snow and suggested that the examination be postponed 
until the snow had u1ted, 


I told Mr. McLure that I would probably return to the 
Philipaburg area the first week in lyo He stated that he thought 
the snow wgu1d probably be gone by then so that an exaiiination. 
could be made. Should the snow break up sooner, I asked Mr. McLure 
to let me . knoi because it migbt be possible to make the examination 
at an wwlier date,


William Co Prinz 


cc.:	 EA ^2
jUSBM 2 


Prinz


Op


.


So. 157 Howard Street 
Spokane Li, Washington 


April 7, .1958 


To:	 The riles 


L111
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Hon. Ake: Mansfield 
United, States Senate 
Washington 2, D. Co 


o
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C)	 ci) 


rl


Dear Senator Mansfield: 


I have your letter of March 19, I$8, enc1oing letter to 
you of t{arcb U, 198, from Mr. William R. McLnre, Philipsburg, 
iontana, concerning tba status of his application of February 21, 
1958s for exploration assistance for manganese as well as lead and 
zinc at the Needle Gun Mine, Granite County, M3ntana, our Docket 
No. D& I4918. 


Mr. McLure was informed on March 18, that his applirn 
cation had been referred to tr. i. So Weisa.nborn, zecutiv. Officer, 
I*A Field Team, Region 1, South 157 Howard Street, Spokane 14, 
Washington, for review and a field examination of the property if 
considered necessary. Two former applications, our 'Dockets No. 
OMA1958 and No. DNM 2747, for aid to explore the seas property for 
lead and zinc were denied on September 114, 19512 and No*veer 10, 
1952, respectively, because of the Improbability of making a signifi. 
cant discovery. 


Your letter mentiou sow previous correspondence on 
whether Government diamond drilling was contemplated in the vicinity 
of Philipsburg. This reference was apparently made because, with 
his letter to you of March U, 1958, Mr * i4clire enclosed a copy of 
his letter to you of June 6, 1957. We find that on June 13, 195?, 
you sent a copy of that letter to Mt. Marling J. Ankeny, Director, 
Bureau of Mines, with a request for information on the subject. 
On June 19, 1957, Mr. Ankeny advised you that the Government's 
drilling program had been redirected to the £*IZ& program, He en-
closed a copy of our questions and answers paph1et and suggested 
that Mr. MeLure consult the ZM office at the above-mentioned 
address in Spokane.. 


Mr. McLure'.s letter to you and its enclosure are returned 
herewith as you reonestód.


Sincerely yours, 


Adninistrator, 


Enclosure	 S 7822


8623 
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MAR 2 1' 1956 1822 


7^.Dllf 
REPLY TO B 


F pBY: [7Th 
RiINATURE1MA 


COPY OF LE1'TER FURNISHED


1
1 


er, 


-.	
1EOORE FRANCIS GREEN, R. I., CHAIRMAN


J. W. FULBRIGHT, ARK. ALEXANDERWILEY, 
JOHN '3PARKMAN, ALA. H. ALEXANDER SMITH,	 . 1. 
HUBEWT H. HUMPHREY. MINN. BOURKE S. HICKENLOOPER, IOWA 
MIKE MANSFIELD, MONT. WILLIAM LANOER, N. OAK. 
WAYNE MORSE, OREG. WILLIAM F. KNOWLAND, CALIF. 
RUSSELL B. LONG. LA . GEORGE 0. AIKEN, VT. 
JOHN F. KENNEDY, MASS. HOMER E. CAPEHART. IND. 


CARL MARCY, CHIEF OF STAFF 
DARRELL. ST. CLAIRE, CLERK


March 19, 1958 


Mr. C. 0. Mittendorf, Administrator1' 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Mittendorf: 


With reference to our previous correspondence concerning 


diamond drilling in the vicinity of Philipsburg, Montana, will say.  
I am enclosing herewith further communications I have received from 
Mr. William B. McClure of Philipsburg, Montana. 


I would appreciate your again looking into his application for a 
loan with your Agency and let me know what action has been taken on 
the same. Please return the enclosures with your reply. 


Thanking you and with best personal wishes, I am 


Sincerely yours, 


DATE Jl 195w - flThAL 
1


'JCnUcs ,fcfez ,jencc1e 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 







S 
WILLIAM R. MCLURE



MINING


PWIUP$SUfiO. MONTANA 
March 11th. 1958. 


Senator ]Jlke Mansfield.. 
United Staten Senate. 
Washinton 25 .C. 


Dear Senator;
5ome time ago my former w1t,tre Blanche MoLure,rerjueeted 


my help ina matter of a birth certificate for a passport. in turn 
I notified her to request your help in the matter. I wish to thank 
7QU at this time for your help ani I an •ftttefied that every thing 
has turned, out a.J.i rig o t. 


On Jine 6th, of last year I wrote you a lettEr, a copy 
of which I encloee.In	 wer you enclosed letter from some official 
in Washington(this letter i. hayn lost) rugesting that I place an 
&p&40&ti on for a loan with the	 At that time I was unable 
tor.iest a loan. But on Feb. 21 1the 1958 I filed an application 
with the Spokane office, This application has been referred to the 
Iron an Perro i1oy Division in the Washington office, and assigned 
*okr t Number D.LLA.-4948. I would appreciate It very much If you 
wUd keep your eye on this applioatIon,uet to see If the statement 
in regard to the small indlvid.uol mine operator, In my letter of 
tune 6th. 1957 is correct, 


ThkIng you again In the matter of the passport 
I remain.


3inoerely Yours.


Wt]j tarn B, IOliar s.







, 6th. 1967 


3tor Mike Msn.tjeld. 
Untt.d Stat.. Senate, 
Vskjto, 25 D.C. 


Doer Set or;


I uerstsM that the Goy.rsmmsS is oNtsip1.tt awe tfaao dril l j in this area 
Do you think that it would be poeesbl to oovin lbw he Ms of th=rr


indInt8 tae who are oing to this dr111i thet
1. áie so..	 yui1s8 who own ainin e3a 4 mm in this area whish jsati4 tiasoM drilling andexasjnsti, 
In t)w pest four years the 3overent aor	 progreas have .i	 smell tMiytaual in every w that was passabl • If 


OW 
he he. $Oeoplisied, szth1rg at all it has e.rtsjniy been d herd w.


Aa rthjz you O= do to balp the .l1 atnii tMiyUua in this distrjsj will be app?eia by hI*. I - uTitiz ft similar letter to	 *rrq. 


Sinoere],y Yours.


S
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Mr.. William IL McLure 
Box  
Philipaburg, Montana,


Re*- Docket Ao. DI4EL 4948 - Manganese, 
Zinc and Lead 


Needle Gun 14in. 
Grani4e owitj . Monna 


Dear 14r. cLure: 


The above referenced application for exploration aasist 
anee for ianganese, zinc and lead ores has been referred to 
Mr. A. E. lAis3enborn, Executive Officer, 1)IIEL Field Team, Region I, 
south 3$7 Howard Street, Spokafle 1, Washington, for review and a 
field examination of the property if considered necessary. 


An7 assistance you can'ive the members of the Field Team 
will be appreciated.


Sincerely yours, 


Adiatnistrator 
TLCHA1-'A1N1,/d1in 3-17-8 
cc to:	 Code 400 


Admr. R. File 
Uper. Conirn. 
FT. RE G. I 


iessrs.	 G. L. DeHuff, Jr. US1 
T. H. Killsgaard, USGS


8 
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1r. L !. eieeenborn, Executive ffIcer1 
1)KFA ?e1d Team, Region I 
South 357 Howard Street 


okane b, Washington


Us; 1)o	 Kanganese, 


Wi1 


Gr 


Dear Ir. Weissenborn; 


The Above-docketed application for exploratien assistance 
is being referred to your office for review and a field ez*aiz*tiort 
f the property if nmeessary. 


Copies of meniorenda dated }$az'ch 6 and 100 19, y L 
Welson, (leological Survy, and G. L. DeIutf, Jr. (cnc'irred in by 
• X. Bishop), Nreau of Mines,, respectively, relatiw to the 


project are enclosed. Also enclosed is an extra co?y of the appli.. 
cation for the us* of the Field Tesa. 


'!nc1osures 


A PPYD 


. P.opes 
e*:er 1, 5ureai of nes 


Thor B. Kiilsgaard 


ós1urvey


incerely yours, 


George C. Selfridgt 


ir*an, perating coitt.I) 


ThCHAW.N/d1in 3-17-58 
cc to:	 'code 400 


Admr. R. 
Gper. Comm. 


iessrs. G*- L. DeHuff, Jr. USB? 
T. H.Killsgaard, USGS 
FT. REG.1


B62
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W. S. Martin, DMBA


.


March 10, 1958- - - 
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©©3 2 ooii $14,000 
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G. L. Defluff, Jr., Commodity Specialist 


Application 


C C	 J?C	 1i2C	 2/21458	 '	 'b	 cog 315158 


C. C: 


?CC	 C1?7 : ciic	 TC ©	 OU 


o	 7QC O @ 1C3'	 ?GO	 1 © L_x7 
 YOD 


o


	


	 D	 2CO DJ7Cg Although applicant proposes work 
where he claims a 15% - 1776 manganes.e assay, it appears that 
his chief interest is probably Zn - Pb - Ago The fact that the 
ButtePhilipsbUrg manganese purchase program is just about finished 
supports this view. 


cuz'I
;ciCcfl


U	 0 	 0, C- DO 
o @o:T3	 [xj	 o	 £7 


©o	 1Ii	 cL	 X	 o ©003 LJ1 £7  
Cm 
C @?C	 2©C 3	 TC O li©cant £7 0- 0 MDQ^Smo- W2 -no advao 
Co	 /i7 


CC1Q	 O1C Oo© 
ac) £7 


o	 £7	 —7 


Speaking from the viewpoint of 


manganese, i.t is recommended th.a.t subject application be referred 
to the Field Team for its consideration. It is possible that 
recent Bureau examination work for manganese in the-Philipsburg 
district may make an-other examination


TlrT6f 
C	 7'







IN REPLY REFER TO: 


UNITED STATES 
MENT OF THE INTERIOR 
EOLOGICAL SURVEY 
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 


March 6, 1958 
Re: DMA 1948 


William R. McLure 
Needle Gun Mine 
Granite County, Montana 
$14,000 - Manganese, Zinc, Lead 


To:	 W. S. Martin, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 N. E. Nelson, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of application 


The applicant requests assistance in exploring, by shaft 
sinking, a reputed silver, zinc, manganese-bearing shear zone in 
granite. Considerable work has been done in and near the zone in-
cluding about 1,500 feet of drifting. 


Twoapp1ications, DMEA 1958 and 2747, concerning the same 
zone were denied. Perhaps the present applicant has found something 
new or neglected. That it merits the proposed work is not too 
apparent.


Referral of the application to the Field Team is 
recommended..


N. E. Nelson







•0 
UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 



WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


brth


1 


, ilUeL 


rAar 1pbug, 


L..


r. rcLure


I	 Subject:	 i49 


Your application for exploration assistance, dated 


Pobtwry-21*i953	 submitted to our office at Sokne, Uhton 


has been assigned Docket Number	 and referred to the 


iron & 	 flc tvcio	 in the Washington office. 


Kindly identify all future correspondence relating to your 


application by this Docket Number. 


Sincerely yours, 


Allen S. Dakan, Director 
Operations Control and 
Statistics Division . 


Copy to: Region Z
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WilD STATES 
DEPARTT OF T} IRIOR 


Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 
So. 157 Howard Street 
Spokane 1, Washington 


June 2, 1958 


MEMORAI'DUM 


To:	 DA Field Team, Region I 


Prom:	 William C Prinz, Geologist, U S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Field Examination Report, Docket No, DA9b .8 ose 
Lead . Zinc), William R. McLure, Needle Gun Mime, Granite 
County, Montana


.ODUCTION 


An application for DMEA assistance to explore the Needle 
Gun group of claims for manganese, lead, and zinc was received 


bruary 27, 1958 , from William H, McLure. The property is in the 
eastern part of the Philipsburg District, Granite County, Montana0 
Mr M'Lure wishes to explore the property by sinking a l00400t 
Incline shaft on the Needle Gun vein, We estimates that this 
project would cost 1,0OO; Government participation at 50 percent 
would be $7,000, 


This Is Mr. McLure 8 s third application for DA assist 
ance to explore the Needle Gun property, The first application, 
Docket ]o DMl958, was for assistance to drive an adit 1,000 feet 
eastward on the vein, The application was later revised to include 
6c0 feet ©f eastward drifting on the vein, plus two 50foot cross 
cuts north and south, to be followed by sinking a 100$oot Inze 
from th adit level and driftIng 200 feet easterly on the vein from 
the bottom of the winze, This application was denied on September 
1, 1951, because it appeared that If an ore body were developed 
by the proposed program, it would probably be primarily a silver 
ore rather than one of lead or zinc, Mr, McLure°s second app1Ica 
tion, Docket No0 DMEA-277, was submitted.. on October 27, 1952 . This 
application was submitted after the adit had been advanced about 
00 feet and proposed to continue the adit for an additIonal 750 


feet, We estimated that this program would cost about 30,0O0, 
The examining engineers concluded that the new work revealed nothing 
that would change the original appraisal of the property and this 
application was denied on November 10, 1952w Since this denial, 
work has been carried on intermittently at the property end the 
crosscutting and drifting on the maim Needle Gum adit level mow 
amounts to about 1,700 feet (p10 1)0







The poe'ty	 iiied by the aatho on Ai1 
193& a©id by WiUia L cLe the a;p1icat 0 At tb t2 


the ajatio the zroi. 	 coed 'with 3J feet ©f 
it	 oeaib to ate the ee1e	 adit aM the 


U doe tat jiat 'west of the eedIe 	 edit pt!a10 I 
Le teted that these were the most critia1 eoee iofa 


as e1tio of hLs	 conceed, e fthee stated

that the teiches to the eat ce'e not as good as the o X 


assd sar the portaL The prope'ty hd bee aind i 
Octobs' 197 bylden C0 Pattee ining ninee UG	 1'ea of 


	


in conectio with the 	 study of the	 1ib 
Mstict0 Pattee aapped aM sanpied the main edit audi 


ishedi copies of bin data ihicb ere of co ide'ab1e help dlwing 
the eanination of the pro ty The ep subitted itb thin 
rt pl 1) as reduced frc Pattee nap itb only the addutio 
of the clain boindaries fror the application end of soe notes 
by srself0


	


à	 DATXO1 


The eodle un nine. lies in en eethj Tertiary anodiiorite 
batbolith about l iiilss east of its stern b:or.der0 The edl 


ein the nt inportent structure on the proprty,. hes beefl 
in an tens ive edit 0 The yein here is sall and 


)ear the portal of the edit the vein is epossd in a snaU 
The	 here is also snail but is bordered to the north 


by a id altered or weathered aone. The applicant beliie that 
thin weathered or altered sons indicates that the in hü been 
reopened end concludes that a lar(pe deposit line a short istence 
belo% the surfacs vidience for this reoi such as brohen end 
brecciated in naterial, inclusions of eU rock within the vein 
end	 anounts of in quarts are all cking0 Xt in concluded 
that the chances of kig a si(uificent dincory are po© aM 
threfore it is reeonded that the application be denied0 


The 1eedle vn nine is in the eastern part of the Thilip 
burg 1inIng nistrict in ssc	 T 7 LD L 13	 ©raatite County 


ntana 0 y road it is about niles east of the tcn of Philips 
at an eltitue of about 7,OO feet0 The property can be 


reached by passenger car by going coutbeasterly fron hiiipsburg 
to the old ghost tan of ranite a distance of about 3 nilss turn 
lft or northerly in ranite and continue for l nilse to the 


©pety0 The ps'opsrty would be easily accessible by ssengr 
car except during the winter nonthe Although winter in the area 
in severs and encrfell in heawy the nine road could be 
plced out and the nine worked all winter long0 
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CIPIO OF OPT' 


Th Ieedle Gu mine lies aIon the et elde of the Flint 
Creek	 at a altitude of about ? OOO 75OO feet 0 The too

apbj of the area le steep and iugged 


The 'eedle tun adit le the ©nly mjoz acceeoble ieime 
at the oje'ty0 Thie adit coneietr of 1,500 feet of 


aM out, ot of ihieh a'e along the aaLn eedle 0 
The	 i alec eod it	 0$oot tL'eneh jet eet of the adit 
ota10 Xt ie eorted that th	 oexty aleo t©ntaie.	 eóue 


ot	 tohee	 a11ow ahaZte, eho't adite aM op oute, but they 
iee all aceeeib. at the te of the field eainati becauee 


of ethe	 o oai	 One 1ae building houei a 
aM boeith ho aM e eeUe buildi ae nea the adt 


The e©1or f the Phi1ipebu DietLct ha b de bed.

eoanda etin to cuenthj acti	 o©tacte 


&366	 J?33D aM ie ea1 U 
ab1iati©e • The iaoet 	 tnt 


ineoa ae the eva1tiation of the eed1e	 nine ie cedD in 
ca L L D aM Cai F	 Geology aM Oe eoeto of the 


D Lontana U S Ceoloica1 Swvey P'o? 
7 1913O The other. references pertain mainly to the	 a±eroe 


tine ©f the Philipbw District, which are to t1e. eet of the. 
0in ine The roeks in the hi1ipebr Dietrit coneist of 


of Precamb	 aM Paleozofe eedinente D inly lietone 
shale aM	 tjt intruded by a Tsrtiay anodiorite 



bathelith,, The eediente have been folded into a broad anticline 
which p1uns 17'35° north,, The rocks on the eet mb ©f the 


© © W vest, thoee on the east 1inb W55' east0 
The a icrite is found in both the eastern end southern arte 
of the dLtrict 0 Xte east contact is parallel s ith the trend of the 


• it south contact truncates the enticline0 c onta©t ieta 
orhin effceote are inib1e in the sedinente up to 1 nile fron the 


hcer, intense cban are confined to the indiate 0 


A i3eries of faults end in fineuro@ of vericue aes are 
f©uM in the dintrjt,, The oldest are a series of 
faults	 etrihe n©rtbest end dip northeast. These structures 

ae not con and are of only or teportance insofar as the ore 
d©it are concerd, 


0 


The rt icrtsnt structures in the fosa 
tinn of the ore deposits are a series of si1rbearin vein fis 0 


s ihich cut both the e iorite batholith end the sedents. 
These fiesres stri oasteet or Lorthest and eneral1y ha a 
steep southerly or nearly ertioal dip,, Ths rth%eotstrihin ones 
are	 ra1ly ae' then the eaetvest ones. ovenent a10 these 


has been cmll eM in eons places they breat up into en 0







eeeL grous These ve1s coitn silver ziuc, lead a se 
C©1 s1fides i a qut anue aM iiany cotai a little 


c1ocosite •	 ziaaese Ore 1 the district is foiM a re

1acet bodies i favorable eedentary beds a&j)acet to these 


no agaess deos its of note have bee foaM i the 
aiodiorite silver end silwerz ores ave beey i fr the 


veie t elvos in both the edinets and the odiorite and 
ar sei foaM as relaeeet 	 The rsnite inetallic 


the leest eilver odacer in the district is ebot L



	


©th of the eedle	 in a eiilar e©OiOL eettin0. 


The 1aedle ©. oerty is	 rinril' br 
ray graodiorite and is about l ilee east of the 


ede of the batholith Te sain strictral feature o 
orty is the bsdls	 vein with strikes essentiathj etst 


diie steejy to the south, This vein varies frc a thin 
a fation of an inch vide to ' inches vids 0 The vein 


eiets of uats aM ouje vith s	 oxide end tr©a cie 
end a fey scattered eulfides includin ehalerite and 


of alterod 'anodiórite. is found ale the vein at 
a fe	 This	 has a ainu vidth ©f about feet and f
ccstain eo alviee, A10 the gain drift about ) feet vest of 
thi breast hear sces coutainin a pink clay or altered feisar 


©ut the south vtall of the adit. At first nce this pink 
iral looh 11 fineained rModochrosite bovever, assays 


that it is not a	 anese.bearing inera1, Traces of rbodo 
Ito are foM boever, in several places along the vein 


the sll trenìch jet vet of the portal of the eedJe 0 
the	 vein is inches vide and consists of srt end 


	


The	 is enì-pesd near the southern end of tide treach 
end is herdered on the north by about 20 feet of	 aeee and 
rIdsstained renodiorite vidch is crbly aarsnt' either 


cie to hrothenial alteration or to veathsrin, The 
reported that the fleedle vein ae also epossd in several 
cute to the vsst, but becse of snoe eonditioae thee cuts c©u 


he enin& Dr, lcLure stated D hosvr D that the vein in the 
cut suet vest f the poital is etroner than it is jñ.ere e1s on 
the erty


	


!	 coi	 hic'& tk	 rJi ct	 i,,	 ____ if	 ii ,f	 1 
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r1 I	 v1r 'oi'	 wk	 f lCt	 f uirtz 
1ji tJe	 .i	 t.	 IC1t4. t	 iv4



t. 
l!re tt1tri	 x	 1.i r it	 'y	 'if iItr	 ii 
:i4	 .ut *r	 i	 iiit	 r1i	 T'is	 :tj 


w1t	 ti	 '	 ?j 	 \1t	 r 
it ti	 ti	 tli# firt crcut 


r !	 tfA'	 ,.	 •r''rti 
rt fud	 r.4'	 r:it)I	 tt J'ui 


CtLI,ra1


3







I


•	 £raTB of	 aip1e3	 oUectd by t U0 of 
M by tati oteá1. o	 p1at	 1 ad th 


a	 tbu1eted bI


aiieI3a	 Oolt& • 
_____ W1th JL j9jJ, Jj ____ 


©07 2O36 ©79 


3 00 0Ø7 005 1O 


893 0O ©017 006 0© 


833 0O020 1O1O ©O11 00 
• • 17 0,035 00 • 


836 • L,81 0,085 0.0	 • ©©S.	 .©O© 


837 7,61 00Th' 0,80 o©8 ©o5 


858 •o0o .6o o1s 6.© 


839 0.0 o.oS .©o 


.71 0,060 0,30 OO©S ©,0


Iie N®.	 im	 ®f t 
ITL	 'Lø1	 ®f' t	 ;t1iI 


wi11 r®ck ®tl ®r	 t1z	 ®f tM 
yjrji t1f.	 is i	 i t 


®i	 rrtw	 -r kç vD 4 Lii	 Ie	 att,	 ui1r 
N1.	 c11c	 In	 'i	 ii	 t	 t.	 ii	 kt.-r 


®r 1t tti	 piflk ir'i	 'i	 rckL®1t	 rj 


rt ® ti	 '&: c®11e-tA	 r


	


I	 1	 • 
tiø	 It.	 ®, •	 sI 5 


t1i tzoic4	 1ict	 v	 ' c14 
rct	 Itt1,	 ,	 ti.I	 oi	 - 


tit tei	 j®rtv ct'i	 Ii1t*A 
'ii1	 Th	 tlip	 iIcit	 t.® 


.	 -r't	 ie	 ' I :re rait tyik.	 fr	 th .1r11 


}c€ie i Mrt	 tih	 j.rtLlWt	 t	 (x	 dit	 rt1 


It •L wit1	 ii	 'J	 i®) te	 t1i1iy 
ut	 u1	 t, 'coy wrIfii	 Th	 iiv 


•	 It ht4	 tu	 'i.i	 iiA	 tty 
ck rI4	 ,


6 







ieLure x'ea.i1y adii1ts that the shois 'thus far ar 
©t too gool	 e is basiog his argunonts for 	 tiui work o )ii



©o©et that the eiir i the district bs.ve been reoeed 0 Xv sup 
©rt of this oncopt he quotes quite eitesive1y fro 	 aid



Calkis Professioial aer Xô. 78 These tatets arc take out 
of otet ad io sny cases do ot apply to the sed1e 
s ewidec for veii reoei 	 AcLre cites the s©sure i 


the trench just vest of the eedle	 adit.	 cLurs belieies 
that the loose , crwb1 aite eozed north of the vei 	 this 
cut iidicatos stensive fissx'ing and reoeiing0	 beliew o the

other bad that this crwbly and oidestaied aiite is the re 
eult of ioral wall rock alteration or of eathri, Xt is diff5L 
cult for'e to visualise, as does	 kcLuz'e, bo the ii could 
be	 ily fi sd1	 :re0ed here near the portal and not 
be reoiensd a short distance to the sast As fwthe arent 


•	 s ideas , 'X ould also liY to present osi quota

tion oat of ccntet. efsrrin to the ranite wein, ©s and 
alkins rofessional apsr	 78 state on pa 17D 
as fillSd D osued and refil1d	 obably	 sral tes. 1V 


of such	 is afforded bj the presence of j 
aaUr frants and parals1 s&bs of country rock near the center 
of the in thers the are ccsplste1y s ounde by oro. 
pces the oe itself is brecciatd and ccepletelj receented bj 
o of s	 hat different character 0 ' I ea no such eviencs at

the


Another arnent advanced bj . FIAcare in suiort of his 
neer the portal of the 1eedle ©un edit is the fact 


that to veins intersect near herte 	 cjuotes out of contt fr©n

ps 17 and 187 of ofessionel psr o. 7 is support of this 
idea	 has nisied the point here as 	 os and Calkins

are talking about the nearly horizontal intersection of to veine 
with nearlj allel strikes but divergent dips, herees on the 


©un prorty the vein intersection is nearl y rtical Yone 
and Celkins (1rof0 1por o. 78, p. 178 fi, ) state that the 
ore near these vertical intersections is not richer than it is 


There has beei no production fro the proport and 
there are o ov ore resers eistis on the proport today0 
It aars that the propert r could not possibly develop anr in 


ore of conseçuenco and ..that the poesibilit' of 
baeeta ore is 


The applicant proposes to oplore the proprtp hy sinhis 
a lOO$oot inclined shaft fron the saU cut just vest of the eedle 


n adit. This shaft ou1a fo110 the ieedle Gn vein donard. 
r. cLre estinatos that the 'oject vold cost 1ØO or lO per 


foot, but he doe not present eny dotail2d e©st anajss 


7
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• ¶e1fx'ige: 


1ne1oae ue three eope of a fie'd exatnrithm repozt 
by t1lLsa C, Prinz, (.eo1oiet, u. '. OeoLica1 r;vey, on this 
fpp1tcstiori. 


?'o prevtow pUeattou or a1 to ejre t'J.s prc'p 
crty -'ore denied. ine the lwt cLenial the applicant bae tnter 
i.ttently done	 itional trencbing, drifting, ar& croescuttin 
frter exposing the vein. ie has also deelope	 concert tht 
the etne have been recierd and that therefore inab.e ore tes 
Rhould he found by coeper exploration.. ii also argues that the 
intersection of t,vo veins iu' the iportal of the sftt is 
fovorab1 target 'or reer*r explGrat1on 


PrinZ• points out the talc tee in the a,ltcant'a cone 
C()t3 &.d shows 111:1W the appliceat he izieunderstood or .tntninter 
preterl ststntc by • L tziincms and. ? C • e.Lkthe in U. . 
Ueo1otce1 rwve rofeeniorl Paper 78 SM concludeB that the 
chtnce of i&Urit a siiificant diecovery is poor, He therefore 
reccrrrnKte that the xpplieatian be dente& 	 S 


e concur with rinz 's concluaion sri) rcaton. 
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Defense 1kinera1s ExploratIon Administration 
So. 157 Howard Street 
Spokane 14. Washington 


June 2, 1958 


MODU 


To:	 DA Field Tean Region I 


From:	 William C. Prinz, Geologist, U0 S. Geo1oical Survey 


Subject: Field Examination Report, Docket No, DMA498 ananese 
Lead4lnc), William R. '1cLure, Needle Gun Mine, Granite 
County, Montana


INTRODUCTION 


An application for DA assistance to explore the Needle 
Gum oup of claims for manganese, lead, and zinc was received 
February 27, 1958, from William H, McLure • The property Is in the 
eastern part of the Pbilipsburg District, Granite County, ontana. 
Mr. WLure wishes to explore the property by sinking a 10Ofoot 
Incline shaft on the Needle Gun vein. Ce estimates that this 
project would cost $)A,000; Government participation at 50 percent 
would, be $7,000. 


This Is Mr. McLure°s third application for DA assIst 
ance to explore the Needle Gun property, The first application, 
Doct No. DM1958, was for assistance to drive an adlt 1,000 feet 
eastward on the vein. The application was later revised to include 
600 feet of eastward drifting on the vein, plus two 50foot cross-
cuts north and south, to be followed by sinking a 100-foot Imze 
from the adit level and drifting 200 feet easterly on the vein from 
the bottom of the winze, This application was denied on September 
l, 1951, because It appeared that if an ore body were developed 
by the proposed program, it would probably be primarily a silver 
ore rather than one of lead or zinc. Mr. McLure°s second applica 
tiom, Docket No DA-277, was submitted on October 27, 1952 . This 
application was submitted after the adit had been advanced about 
8.00 feet and proposed to continue the adit for an addItional 750 
feet, e estimated that this program would cost about $30000O 
The examining engineers concluded that the new work revealed nothing 
that would change the original appraisal of the property and this 
application was denied on November 10, 1952. Since this denial, 
work has been carried on intermittently at the property and. the 
crosscutting and drifting on the maim Needle Gun adit level mow 
amounts to about 1,700 feet (p1. 1)0







The operty	 examined by the author Ott Ari1 29k, 
1958 ace	 led by William L rcLure the applicant. At the te 
of the eamiatio the roied ias covered iith 3J feet of' 


,, it	 olble to examine the Ieedle 	 adit ad the 
6toer cut just west of the cedIe Gu adit ortal0 


cLwe etated. that these were the iost critical eee ie©fa' 
ae	 tion of bie oerty ''a eoncered9 e fiirtber etated 
tha.t the tree to the eat were not a ocd ae the o 


near the ortal0 The roerty had been amied in 
©ct©br 197 by &en C Pattee inin )ninee U0 .	 au of 


in eonectlon with the Eeavs stndy of the lib 
"Dietrict0 Pattee aed and ssmjpled the main adit and 
frnlehed coiee of his data which were of considerable bol during 
the enbation of the roperty The nap bnitted s ith thin 
rort (pl 1) was redicod fron Pattee s nap with only the addition 
of the clam bowdarles fron the application and of s@e 
by yeelf0


The Jeedle 'sun nine. lies in an early 'ertiary enodiorite 
batholith about l niles east of its western bor.der, The iesdle 
© veins the nost lportant structure on the property. has beefl 
exposed in an extensive edit0 The vein here is siall and eubce 


rear the portal of the adit the vein is exposed in a snail 
trench0 The vein here is also snail but in bordered to the north 
by a wlde altered o weathered zoe • The applicant belinve tht 
this weathered or altered zone indicates that the vein? been 
reopened and cone ludee that a large deposit lies a short distance 
below the surface ® evidence for this reopening such as brohen and 


in nateriai inclusions of wail rock within the. veln 
and lar amounts of vein quartz are all lackin 0 It is concluded 
that t chances of nakin a siificant discovery are poor and 
therefore it in reccnded that the application be denied0 


The Leedle un nine is in the eastern part of the ilips 
bur inin District in see.	 T 7 L ., L 13 W 0, reaite County 
rontana ieiy read it is about niles east of the town of ]hilipe 


at an altitude of about 7C0 feet0 The property can be 
reached by passensr car by going southeasterly fr	 ilipsbur 
to the old hest testn of ranits, a distance of about ' niles turn 
left or northerly in ©raalte end continue for l niles to the 
property® The property would be easily accessible by 
car except during the winter nonths lthouh. winter in the area 
in severe and snowfall is heavy, the nine road could be Lpt 
plowed out and the nine worked all winter lone. 
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IPTXOT O POPTY 


Th ele	 nine lies alo the ''et id of the Flint 
at an altitude of about ? OOO 7,'CO feet. The too 


ajby of the area b steep and ruge& 
(	 eedle ©n adit i the only major ac sibls ins 


orkin at the jope'ty. This adit consists of 15CO feet of 1ft 
al oscut most of Uhich are along the main keedle n 
The vein is also exposed in a 2Ofoot trench just vest of the ad.it 
ortal 0 Xt is reported that the property also cotains nerous 


other trsnches D shallow shafts , short adits and open cits, but they 
vere all eccessible at the tine of the field exsiimation because 
of either snow or cavivig One large building hoising a 
ad b Lsnitb shop and ce smaller building ae near the adit 


The eology of the ?hilipsbvrg District 1as been described, 
in nsrous nenoranda relating to currently active	 contracts 
in ©@heo	 nJ3626	 &J33 and in seral UJ L 


oloical urvey publicaticss, The most inportent pblishad report 
insofar as the wluation of the rJeedls n nine is 	 is 


and Calkins D 0 © Ceology and Ce )sposito of the 
uarang	 ontana, U.	 Geological urny Fro 


7 ' l9l3 The other references pertain mainly to the	 an.fr©w 
portions of the ilipsburg Distrint hicb are to the st of the. 


The rocks in the Philipebur District consist of 
of Pecsm ian and Paloosoic sedinsnts D inl lstons 


end uartits intruded by . a Trtiary an©diorite 
batholith, The sediments have been folded into a broad anticline 
hieh pluns 173° north. The rocks on the vest lb of the 


anticli dip ©=	 wset those on the east limbs	 east0

The nodior its is found in both the eastern and southern parts 
of the district 0 ts east contact i paral.l ith the trend of the 
enticUr its south contact truncates the eticline0 ©ontat sta 
norphic effects are risible in the sediments up to 1 	 frn the 


hoever intense changes are confined to the imediat 
ocstact0 A series of faults and vein fissures of various as are 
found in the district 0 The oldest are a series of pancdiorits 
faults h1cb strihe northvest and dip northeast, These structures 
are not ccon and are of only minor importance insofar as the ore 
deposits are concerned 0 The most important structures in the 
tion of the ore depes its are a series of silverbearing vein 
eures hich cut both the anodiorite batbolith d the sed 	 te.

Thee fissures stri eastvest or otbest and neral1y have a 
steep southerly or nearly vertical dip. The nort stetrikin ones 
are generally sr than the eastwest o • oveent along these 


has been small and in	 places they breah up into en







belon ous These veins contain silver , zinc lead and 
c©r fides a quartz angue and many contain a little 
rhodoeros its0 . The manganese oe in the distz'ist is found a re 
laceint bodies in favorable seientary beds adacsnt to th•ss 



fisewa veins no an anese deposits of nets ]a.vo bean found thc 
silver and silverzinc ores have been ind frm the 


ins t meelves in both the sed.ments and the Lanodiorit and

a esidtm found as replacement deposits0 The rsnits )imta lie 


tb larsst silver producer in the distriet D is beut 1 mile 
©uth of th Osdle un mine in a siiüilar eoica1 .settin 


eedle	 property is underlain priiari1y by 
dirained ay anàdiorite and is about 1 nile east of the 


da of the ..btholith. The main structural .featur on the 


	


is the sedle	 in ith strikes eisenttaUy eaetest 
and	 dips teply to the south® This in ries fro a 
seam a • tion . of an inch de to inches ide The vain cen 
siots of	 tz and os with eoe ansnss oids and iron ie 


	


and a fe scattered sulfides	 uding aphalerite and 
zon of a1terd ran@diórite. in found a1©n the in at 


fs	 This . zon has a i width of about 3 feet and may 
contain e vales® Mon the main 1rfft about 15© feet eat of 
t brsast shear soss ©entainin a pink clay or altered fldepar 
(o out the south waU of. the edit. M first lenee this pinh. 
miral leo 1Lh fineained rbodochrosits her, essays 
shoe that it is ot a	 asesebearin mineral0 acss of 


hever in several plaóes a1on the 
the sll trench just wet of the portal of the eadle 	 edit

the in vein in inches wide and consists of quartz and 


The vein, in ezpoaed near the southern end ©f thin trench 
and in berdóed on the north by about 20 feet of mnnsse and 


eeteinod ancdtorita which is erbly aarenthj either 
due to	 otherma1 alteration oi® to weatherin The apj1icamt 
reted that the eedle un vein was also epesed in several .deser 
cute to the west but because of snow conditions thae cuts c©u 
not be eamind r. 2cLe stated, hovever, that the vein in th. 
cut just vest of the portal in stronger than it is anywhere ele on 
the	 arty® 
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IcLuro rea.i1y ad*Lts that the o1	 thus fat' ar 
ot too ooI, He Is basing his arerit for	 tiui work © his 


cocept that the veins i the IstrIct bve beeir reopse	 X sip 
2ort of this concept he quotes quite etesive1y fro 	 os a1 
Cali	 Professio1 Pa	 78, These etateaezts ar ta	 oiat

of c©tet a i naq cases o iot apply to the eeie 
M eidece for veiiii reops1, . cLure cites the eceure i 
the trench just vest of the odie	 adit.	 , AcXre believes 
that the loosen crbly anito exposed north of the vei i this 
cit iicatss etesive fissuring and reopeni 	 bs1ieve o the

other bad that this crbly and oiideatained aite is the rs 
sitlt of soral all rock alteration or of eatberi0 Xt is diffi 
cult for ne to iisualie 1, as does , cre D ho the veii cou 
be etesive1y fissured arid reopened here near the portal and ot 
be reopened a short distance to the east, A further arett 


r, cre s ideas X would also 1iY to preet one 
out of contet, eferring to the Granite	 one and 


Cains ()rofeesIonal Paper To. 78) . state on pa l7O eDThC 
as fi11ISd1 rsopeued andi refilled, probably several tes, Ivi 


decs of such rsopenin is afforded by the resence of sj snal1 
aular fraents aad parallel slabs of country rock near the center 
of the vein, here they are completely srrouMed by ore • In 
places the ore itself is brecciated and conpietely recented by 
ore of s@at different character, " I sa no such evidence at 
the eedla un 


Mother arunent advanced by . cLre in euort of bin 
proposed vor neer the portal of the needle in adit in the fact 
that to veins intersect near here, s quotes out of content from 
paes 178 aM 187 of rofesaIonnl Ppsr o. 78 insuort of this 
idea.	 , cre has seed the point here, as 	 and Calkins

are talking about the nearly horisontal intersection of tvo veins 
with nearly pa?allel strikes but divergent dips, bereas on the 


Oun property the vein intersection in nearly vertical. ions 
and Calins (irof0	 er o. 78, p, 178, fl. ) state that the

ore near these vetical intersections is not richer than it is 


There has been no production from the property and 
there are no.	 ore reserves eintin on the property today0 
It appears that the property c.ou!4 not possibly develop any 


ore of consequence sM.that the possibility of deve1opin 
any baseneta1 ore is renote. 


The applicant proposes to explore the property by sinking 
a 103$oot inclined shaft fron the snall out just est of the eedle 
Gun adit, Thin shaft ou1d fol10 the 1eedle Gun vein 


oIre estinates that the project vould cost $I,OOO or 1O per 
foot, but he doe not present any detailed e©et ana1yses 
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The o31 pits	 U W	 the aseti.	 is *r* an 
by aatt ibesb rth. thst sA vein ixpo.Wes i M.p7 bert 
aM coaI& *ot be a	 YrsiJMds o d* Mtrirn3 in the M1is 
Micet*I e17 that t** pits etsinM irobsbZs isi, *tsris].___ 
* qrt2 aM sc rsr ta ^,ir. mi aM tbst the ie 
- tM s1 


Tb. sberectw et tbe vein aM *i*srsl .øawr.ns. 1* tb *e*2* 
*it hes bs 4*scrlbet eM ppst by th veriø* aocuithss ebove 


ant . net *ete, 


as p't 1o*tii aM a s.sibiZtti aM o1cm beve an bean 
41Nribet in the recrta tanM *b aM in the 
citat thsdz This ?It iU be 3iaittet te bt we 


a *iassuisn ot )Lre's ezy an vt4eb he baits bin 
ttoe f*att eat,	 1nes d ?etst4cis 


ft is oncIM that the tho* at ki	 eiiticant di.søei*x'y 
of sii.rwbaifl . is	 it is rsecM tbet the .spp1ie* 
tion be dnia&.
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**	 **,iupe.tti*2, o i*	 i4 i 
*tti $1! t€ WN * Wllth *t 32 izieJ*a * 003	 go3L 
o. == *u	 t t* ø $ 1R4rá *t14th ez* is 
d.6* tWt ta as. , t c*	 th*ir i*taseticn. 


U *	 for 


1Ltbow th jpii*st *s 1ir bi uiaireessf*2 1* sciarinj t 
J.Mk1 e2a*,	 stt1) bM aIa St 4D5( 


11. *	 St	 $,ci. 
. * s* to th.	 St	 eorce 4Irtie*]t eups 


ttcms St


	


	 M1 st st4fil.i pith	 i.71t5 i3 
* amrvsI. L.siti* t%i thsr ith 
th*t th	 3i	 frcui * v,4 


bUrn bip *aeI si*'t	 1* t. tir	 sbt 1906 - 
St t# as i yc	 kw to 1* *1is i



&i*titct, Th* XAs t.ary vLtb xlipeøt to tbt. v*ta a1at 
ee.ft*b bs sazrst9 	 it Is d$tttts1t to es3*te r*g 
St Us loMl* *t 4*ptb tth o oi?i* St seth is tbe 1,700 
ft r St taen1 i* ikteh it te	 as. Pz'	 ofnta e*t 


i I4EJSS Of * ' 4eIi dlstcM (rLU hoims to .*m. tht )

st 6.th1 it	 aetx St th. Jamsp14ne, is a*&t 
Mt*1fsj, Wt be is at *%.*t.t in	 &Iss4 dUi,g bsrtng 


fr his sttettIi t s1Z. bo3m be 


Xt s pojEet aa% t to 4wpeo th* shift O t*et as be ppeøst 
his u Ut1ca eia]* *1 reach a total 4*pth St 180490 tet, 
et* b his	 ataitat the tap of the M*L* 'e ce34 be 


o to QO fiSt üi. IP PU*to7 *&L t* VO*1 he	 to 
- it *50 rwt 1 * total &spth St 2*290 fist. *lso 


tbet 200 to 0 fiSt St *riftt5ij shoelt be da frcss the 
betto St th* shift. 


A2th U sttit *M* to e1Mz the lack St critsrt* iLte 
oitt i,in rojpi*i, it a .a 4isio*v.rM that jt *s	 3at*3 


sjisiz4 be. besets .oiacs Urnt the JI,e13* 	 is 
'ast like the Ufte.*iwtIUic that *t 4*th tt will be tcv to 


eti fLUM with	 eboots that othr 
iU be fli at ,th 


X MvI*st the eç1toMt that X b aot tiae s at PrafasstI 
that after 'oin so, X tt trn ast be able to agree 


vith his risi's, W c th. Chaw)e tbiit I *it, X lLisc**sL *lttm 
at o.sts with Id* 1. sss*d as that be uui4srstoø4 the t1cetsizz 


2* aS	 U i1i*i$iU that * eetteett **31 be
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;^ (ciY WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 
poke, iashington 
Noy aber 21, 1952 
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION 


tathtan, D:: 4perat1ng toittee,	 nton, L• 


ie1 Tes,	 ion 


ject* )oc$cet No )MM 2'727 (1ead'4tni) 
4esd3.* tun Mine, tranite ow*t,v, iontsna 
. cLure, Faw, and Shone 


Attschwi are 4 copies of a joint report b .óktn . . :cabb, 
ureeu of ines, and Jass . uin1an, en1oica1 Survey, descrtbinh 
e resuLts of an exaziination of the subject proper'tr. 


An application for exploration assistance a1e last j*t 
was tenied, awl this examination was side at the request of the osrers, 
who tlaiaed that rk. done during the past .ar has dwonstrated the 
property to have ore potentialities not. apparent before. 


inc. writing the report, eser.. M&abb and uinlan made 
another exadnation . of the propert7 en Novenb.r 5, 1952, to observe and 


a stnoture newly found in the i'ese of the edit. 'The attached. 
geolojic sip of the esdis un suit 4vea the geolo4c data resulting 
!ron this latest examination and includes the assays of seuplea ties. 
2 and 3 takn durinp the examir&atton. 


a conference was held at the Spokane oUic attended y 
esers. cLure, Shone and cona]4, r.prss.ntin the appflcants rnãer



th. subject docket, and (juInIen and Olin, representing the ie1d isaa. 
:r. zcLure gave 14e srgaents Zor the application b&sed on the sixilsrity 
of the strfaes outcrp to that of the pro4uct Lv. zinite-$ate11ic vein 
which lies at 3O(X) Zest north of the eedle &rufl in the sare boy of 
gzsnodiortLe. The 1'ield l earn representatives pointed ott that the 
structure eiposed in .t places In the Eeedls un edit sad inferred to 
be continwus on the oasis of surface indications tartbar to the east 
is uci &*Uer and relatively insittficant as corp.red with tree 


nite..4ats3.lic structure described in • $. Cological Survey 
Prol'sssional Paper %o. 7. 'olin stated U*t the ie1d eam touU 
not racomasad a i1A prej.ct on the basis of the information available 
to date.
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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
dt1	 DEFENSE MINERALS ADM IN! STRATION 


okiw 2,


ctob 


i:u A1tL.


1TJ. iiU1GL	 I*1	 io*i IX 


Jobxt	 }1c4nbb, ini	 U. b. uzu af 
snd Jaoe J. utnian, Gao1ogit, U. .	 1oioa1 twvr 


3i&bjects .iert cC Thvetieticii Needie Qun I,	 uite Utr, 
!o14z. Docket No. DMEA 2747 (lead-zinc) 


oiur 1iR 


Th	 e On *apty, OwrieG y	 1i''i g,*ni, L. 
aixi A	 or	 inu on $pttb t3 195 in a*a r with 
JtUi*nL izL*wo. The	 ttion o	 t the r.cjzazt of th owneie 
Uwagb . L Voltn, 	 , J14A P1.14 oesa 	 ii to eoe if work 
ooq1et.a èiring the pøst ye.r une the ont3.eoc fo dtavin 
ciero14 ore. 


Au *xp atioo ben EtppLtcfttiOu jteastited L Uti om.ie 
b I9J. to ezplore the eeXe Gun property ()ocket o. 11958), 
Ms dea.ted the Operating Co4tt.e beønu.e the ezploration proj oat, 
if azcceestui, wiid devebp e.eentii'Uy silver *.tne. The present 


cMItx*tictI tow nothing of intàreat t*t would tend to sl1m the 
orLginel dcioion of the 0pernttnt C1ttea. 


LOQkTXOI 


The ediu Gun c24ri grOup, oonsiati of 4ht 1*tentc 
and ti unptented uorts lode t'thi u1itau, ee in sec.	 nd 9, 
.. I (., 1. 13 iL, 1U'.L., in the 1!Uazt Crook X.tr4x diit*iet 
(t*ourvy.d), rontte Co4mty, itti. (se. reo *uyir eiin 
A gradii rod 4 uili long connecta the clalas to the town of 
?414pst*zrg, ntm, 


The	 Gnu rop.rty i .3,000 feet north of the rai1ite. 
.3imetaUic vein, tt fauz proo at' eu rsiuo. coppr oree, with 
a rport% proaotion of ,3,QO0,O0O. The Greit.8it1Ltc iain







.,•	 S 
&a pr3,i*rAy aUiiumr ro*4 maui s	 v1r*L1y	 cttrs sta 
th	 at the	 at toO 
Grartolti4lte ,,in the N.W3.i u eZ&tt	 *pIm.* 
old piti,	 4ite, sii4 *1O!1 .*tt., ut n* ss 


0 1*'*Mt oiar1 bI4)4	 O2UttOb wk	 t l 
øLf ot	 Work hu øtit*t at t'tai wLtt to the a; on



U* N..d2., Gun l*Ji fc a 4tt4Iflas of a auitely 400 tMt.p 1D 
dote, *, Z4a, repoTtm e loetion cota at O,O0O on the opertr. 


s Na4i* Gee aizp at	 ore within ona .r 
iit *iz'gth at s Pdltp.b**rg gsadiite betheUth, The poejti 
at pito, '.oa*s s o)3Jiv v.rthi	 the 0s34 Coin, Na1e Gun, 

a*1 Zms'rd e3.&ins agiat tbet these i.rkin1* tore a i* t4k4ii 
b, eO°	 jvpj tesp oath,	 1 Uct. strike lgUt at this 
vein *tLLCtUP. Z*7 be sit	 teet. 


It i djtfjip4 to .vs1t be vein sittire beos*.i at 
poCr rtea. eEur*0, at the pits, esA the iiaosssibi.LLty of 
the o)6* ørkta Osteloeel pisses at vei* rts 4th ?s44i' 


at iritrn e i*t$ on sv*al *s, i fey *p*otns of 
geion .epi*ler&ts or. ws'e •bewei an the. at the i&vød edit 
zsr the east en4 line of the sedl* Gta _____ 


The YS14 pQeed in the nw edit on the t'4sdle (t ____ 
sp.xit1y is the M1 vein that as b.ea rospot.0 y the pttm 


t a)u'Uis w*.. This 'vwin is beet cpeseu i3 feet 
toa the	 1* th* ptiU t* tto JtiLt tb* Vein ii 


r tisbsr an4 .t .at this point the Mit a tned to 
oopest UI. taotvi4l of tbe 1z. èor* *paeed, the vein atsto 


cf a itheez	 test 4de eontaeising sse *rte, S'uttid. einora3 

v.rf not ovidsrtt ira the vein Wtruetur,. Little or oleao4 or, wiaU 


ga	 Wa oth vein strucLrea at 5fl(a

1* *ZpG$•I W4* . c' . in the short diasetLd thU.i. helee 


ar' the eeszit taco at the a4it 


%Jok oa*plet& *t the $.edi.. Qun *'eporty tinj UI. post 
has res*4 nothing that wcnz]4	 . 


dieeovin1 cca.retol *.	 as this tk revealed ezq .L4sao.

that i.ea14 th.ms the oriØ*l *ppveiea3. that it the project *s 
*eees*ful it imu34 4.ve1p esesntia12 a sUvor sine. 


fh. vein x( j the new s4it is aew, berr at 
*z1t14s	 sls, 4&1tXe, it e*q', .vièiooe of 2eae)dn, If 
e3Mration to to tthus, it	 14 be eeidine to drifting 3m











-	
DMEA -2747 (1956) 


• •	 •	 •	 • •	 2 3"a/tereo' 3one - foo# /oAngrn9 t'all- /0b.,// /ercd


froc e 


•1 
I	 I	 I	 I	 I 0	 50	 1	 100



FEET


s7rp.theci-	 r/fa,y- sh	 - evt-. priic fc1dsacr 


	


S	 7	 "'°	 ;flJ,tI p .4 1ds,a 


/ 
Sh0p $h aa,	 -,	 - -	 7,	 -	 'C /a'5pa. s1a a k a' aC a-i .s-fl 
# /i l '- //,, a-i lIe	


:	


a' i?7O7 'VI te b	 -v,,-z ma'g bIoe 


:\>s\ 


•	 :66\1,; . 
..-e//	 /'Qa'	 a,i/' j -


	


S7	 ,lrvO a,


"s; ía a Its - 


veir13 


Joint 


ti''ered wrking5 


I	 I 9rci7odiorit 


1 WecItI7 p cq 	 9rqrodior/tc 


I	 /•crei gr1'7O/0r//e


GEOLO/C /IIAP NEEDLE 61141.-AD/i 
Gi5'AN/TE C'O(JNTY. MONTANA 


Nov.l952J.Q,J.MJ	 )
j







a ___________________ 	 z 


z. 


H 


H 


_ P
\\ _______ 


NEEDLE GVW 'li'e 
"p 7k 


'S	
I	 GRqN/y 


"U'NTANA 
/ = 


T I	 - _________________	 I







MONTANA LABORATORY COMPANY 
CHEMISTS AND ASSAYERS 


Philipsburg, Montana, 	 November 6,	 1952 


The Following Analyses Were Made For	 U. S. Geological Survey 
Per Cent 


H20
Ozs. 


Silver 
Per Ton


Ozs.	 l 
Gold 


Per Ton
$ Gold 


Per Ton
Per Cent 


Copper
Per Cent . Mn. Dioxide


Per Cent 
Iron


______ 


Per Cent 
Lead


______ 


Per Cent 
Manganese


______ 


Per Cent 
Silica


-____ 


Per Cent 
Zinc 


#1 Trace 


2. 2.36 .074 0.79 None 


#3 0.74 .020 0.45 1.44 
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DEPARTMENT OF TI	 1RICF 
Defense inerai xpioration Ainitatiom



So, 157 Howard Street

Spokane	 Washiigton 


June 2, 1958 


MORMDUM 


To:	 DMA Field Toan, Region I 


Willian C. Prinz, Geologist, U, S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Field Exanilnation Report, Docket o. DA98 (annese 
LeadZInc), WI11iai R. MeLure, eed1e Gun Mine, Granite 
County, Montana


flJTRODUCTION 


A application for D!A assistance to explore the Eeedle 
Gun oup of clams for manganese, lead, and zinc was received 
February 27, 1958, fron Williaiu R, McLure. The property is in the 
eastern part of the hilipsburg District, Granite County, Montana, 
Mr, Mckre wishes to e2tplore the property by sinking a 100-foot 
incline shaft on the eed1e Gun vein. e estmates that this 
project would cost G11'. ,OOO; Oovernrnent participation at 50 percent 
would be $7,000, 


This is Mr. LcLures third application for DA assist 
ance to explore the Meedle Gun property, The first application, 
Docket io. DM1958, va for assistance to drive an wilt 1,000 feet 
eastward on the vein, The application was later revised to include 
600 feet of eastward drifting on the vein, plus two 50-foot cross-
cuts north and south, to be followed by sinking a l00400t *rinze 
from tke adit level and driftIng 200 feet easterly on the vein from 
the bottom of the winze, This application was denied on September 
l, 1951, because it appeared that if an ore body were developed 
by the proposed program, it ould probably be primarily a silver 
ore rather than one of lead or zinc, Mr. MeLure s second app1Ica 
tion, Docket o, DA-27.7, was submitted on October 27, 1952. This 
application was submitted after the adit had been advanced ab©ut 
0O feet and proposed to continue the wilt for an additional 750 


feet, e estimated that this program would cost about 3OOOOO 
The examining engIneers concluded that the new work revealed nothing 
that would change the original appraisal of the property and this 
application ae denied on ovember 10, l952 Since this denial, 
work has been carried on Intermittently at the property and the 
crosscutting and drifting on the main keed1e Gun wilt ave1 now 
amounts to about 1,700 feet (p1. 1).







S	 I 
The ropety w	 niied by the author on Ari1 


193	 cnied by Wiilia L McLure the app1icant, At the time 
of the eeiation the rovnd ao covered ith 3 feet of io 
ov eve it	 oib1e to examine the eedie	 ádlt an the 


gut just et of the eedIe 	 adit pota10 WArD 
eLuz'e etate that tbeee iere the ot cz'itia1 eee ineofar 


ae eva1tio of hie roerty ai oceed e fther etated 
that the tre hee to the eat 'eo not ae oo ae the o X 


ied near the o'taL0	 e roety had been e med 
©©tob 197 by	 attee ining nieer Ue o Yreau of 


i eoinoctioi with the BueauUs study of the b1ipeb 
Metiet6	 ttee aed aTi	 1ed the iaii adit and 


oo)Ø2 of bie data which ee of oeide'ab1e hei &i 
the eanition of the oe'ty The ip subitted ith the 
•ot (i 1). ae reduced fron Pattee s nap itb only the addition 
of the 1ain boundaries fron the application and of sona notes 
by rself


D CQITIO 


The Jeedie rkn nine. lies in an early Tertiary i'anodiorite 
batholith about l{ niles eo.st of its western bor:der 0 The eed 
©	 in the nest iportant structure on the prorty has been 
eosed 1st an extensive aditG The vein here is small and succ 


ar the jertal of the thit the vein is eiposed in snaU 
The vein here Is also 'snail but is bordóred to the north 


by s idL altered o weathered cone • The applicant bliwe that 
this athd or altered gone indicates that the vein hü been 


and cocludes that a large deposit lies a abort iotast©e 
bLow the surfaces evidence for this reopenin such as broken eM 
breeciatod vein iaterial, inclusions of wall rock within the wein 
and	 anounts of vein quartz are all lackin0 It is concluded 
that t ehancee of kin a sInifieant discovery are poor aM 
therefore it is reecnestded that the application be denied0 


The Jeedle un nine is in the eastern part of the ?hilips 
istin District in see, 	 T 7 L L l W ran1te County 


Zontena0 By road it is about 2 stiles east ©f the t	 of 1bilips 
at an altitude of about 7CO feet0 The property can be 


reeched by passenor car by oin southeasterly frost hiiipsbur 
to the old best town of ranIts a distance of about niles turn 
left or northerly in trenite eitd continue for l stiles t© the 
property0 'be property would be easily accessible by passenr 
car ecept durmn the winter stonths0 A1thouh winter in the area 
is severe and sstofaL1 is heavy, the nine road could be kept 
plowed out end' the nine worked all winter lon0
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I	 I 
DEIc OF 


The £Ueedle ( &e lies a10 the t eide of the F1iit 
at a a1t1te of about 7 OOO 7,5OO feet0 The too 


ay of t area 1 steop	 'uged, 


The eed1e Cu adit le the o1y rajo a eeoible iie 
oki at the oe'ty Thie adit coeiete of CO feet of drift 
aI out ot of bith are a1on the ai Jeed1e C 
The ii ie a10 eioeed i a 20-foot teaeh jet eet of the adit 
po'ta10 Xt ie reported that the propexty aleo ©otaie	 erôe 
other thee ehallow ahaft ehort adite ad oe cxte but 
we aU ic©eeib10 at the t1e of the field ea atio because 
of eitbe eiow o eai 0 Oe large buildi hoei a 
ar1 blaoheitb aho aM @e ma1ler buildi ar ar th adit 


The (eoloy of the hiliebr Dietiot haa be deecribd. 
ii	 oraMa relat	 to rretly aeti	 ootate 


	


A 33 9 aM	 eal U• 
C©loL	 ublieati@30 The oet	 tt 
ieoft ae the 1io of the eed1e G ie ie eer& 


arid Calkiie L C Ceo1oy ad ce	 oet of 
adrai Lontar U,	 Geo1óial rwej 


7 11 Th other ref cee	 t	 aily to the	 aferouie. 
the ibiUebr itri	 ihieb are to . t. et of the 


The roake Ii the hilQpebr ietriet aiet of 
of Pree	 ia aM Paleozoie sediete D iij lit with	 aM	 rtite, iutruded br a	 tiaj aóri



batholith. The 1ets ha been folded into a broad tieliie 
which pls 173 torth. The rocks o the west Ub ©f the 


ip O7JO west, those o the east Wb O © 5 east 
The asiadior its is foM i both the eaater aM souther parts 
of the	 rict0 Xt east coztact is parallel with the treM . o? this 
aticli	 its south contact trimcates the snticlie0 Contac eta 


	


pbi effects are risible it the sediente u to I	 frc the

c@etact hcsver iatense chasiges are ©ofinsd to the iediato 


£ series of faults aM sin fisares of rious as are 
fM •i the dietrict The oldest are a series of 
faults bicb strik orthweet aM dip northeast These 
are ect cc o a aM are of cnlj iin©r	 rtance insofar as the ore 
deosito are coacerede The iot	 tant ructwes in the 


of the ore d its are a series of si rbearin vein fis 
which cut both te snc orite batbolith aM the oedinnts0 


Oe ficeuree stri eastwest or ortbwest aM snerall hee a 
oteep southerly or nearlj rtical dip The ort tstrihin oaes 
are	 rallj weaher then the eastweot owes	 t alo these 


has beeL sall end in @o places the y breab up into en.







.	 S 
Lon roup These veino otain siiver ziic lead a 


co' 1fides ii a q1uat aue an1 many contain a little 
adocroite ht	 agese ore in the ditrit i foud a

eev bodiiee in favobie eedientary beds adacet to the 


ere in o aancse deposits of vote have been fon in the 
eiiite i1ver and silverziuc ores bave been fred fr the 
ins th les in both the sediments and the {'andiorite and 


ae seld found as	 eent deposits • The snite	 tallie 
the sjest silver p'odneer in the distriet, ie about L nile 


south of the Jeed Ckn nine in a i1ar eoieai .eettin 


The eedle'	 opetr is underlain	 Lbj 
dnined 'a p iancdiorite and is about 4	 east of the 


of the .btholith The nain stuetu'al .ftatue oe 


	


is the	 in ith sti?s e tiallj etest 
an	 dips steeply to the outh This in waiee fs a thin 
sean a aetin of an	 wide to inehes	 The sin 
•sists of uet and oe with e	 and i©n 


sad a fe seatte'ed eulfidee	 Ldin s lsite and 
s	 of altered an@diorite. is found al©n the 	 'at 


a	 This oa as a thiun idtb of about feet nd 
tain	 'alaes. lon the nain ift about !O feet 


th brsast, sha ss ont'ainin a pink ela or aitered fespr 
Sut the south 'all of. the adit. M first .lenee is pink 


loohs 1is The ained rho chrosLte; 
s	 that it is not a	 aneebearing nineral Tra@es of 


are found D hoever in several places aloi the vein 
the seill trench just vet of the portal of the eede ua 
the	 in is > ino iide and consists of quarts and 


The vein is enoeed near the southern end of tbi trench 
end is brdeed on the north abot 20 feet of nananese and 
iistined re dioito thich is crbly aarentbj either 
due to hothernal alteration or to veatherin. The applicant 
reported thJit the Toed1e un vein vas also oposed in several 4oser 
cute to the vest D but because of . snow conditions thOe cuts couL 
not be sanieedo D	 cLe stated hoir that the vein in the 
cut just vest of theportal is etroner than it is enhere else 
the prsrty0


- J	 at •I ii	 I,t	 ' l	 r	 •1, I	 i? . 
':j	 r :t1 j. c t.	 ix	 :'i€	 f	 iif	 ?. 
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.	 S 
ZcLue xaa.i1y adiits that the shains thus fai' a 


i©t too oo1	 e i bai his arucnts for eot1nuin work o

cocept that the vsis i the district have boon rcopsne&> L sup 
port of this concept he quotes quite eittensively fro 	 ons ad 
Ca1kLO rofesoiona1 Pasr 5o	 Thece stateento are taken out 
of contet aM i nany cases do not apply to the eodle un 
As evidence for vein reopsnin Mr. cLure cites the epoeure in 
the trench just vest of the Ieèdle Gun adit. Mr kcLure believes 
that the looso crunbly anite exposed north of the vein in this 
cut indicates otsrisive fi urmn and reoponin0 	 belioe on the 
other b5JidD that this crunbly and oxidestained anits is the ro 


of nornal iail rock alteration or of eatberin 0 Xt is diffi 
cult for no to visualise D as does Mr AcLuro, boy the vein could 
be etensive1y fissured and reopened here near the portal and not 
be reopened a short distance to the east, As further arent 
aaist Mr. JcLure s ideas X vould also like to present one juota 
tion out of contet, eforring to the Granite vsin	 one &M 
Calkine (Pofesional Paper k'o 78) state on page 17	 e 
ae fi1Ied , , reoponed and ref illsd probably several tines0 1w 


of such reopenin is ffordtod by the presence of nany sne•U 
analr frant and parallel slabs of country rock near the center 
cf the vein s ¶bere they are completely s2irrounded by ore, 


the ore itself is brecclted end coepletely rec snted by 
of sobat different cbaracte 0 ' X sa no such evidence at 


the esdle


Mother argunent advanced by Mr. cLure in suort of his 
proposed york near the portal of the sedle Gun edit is the fact 
that to veins intersect near here. 	 quotes out of eotet fr@

pas. 17 and 17 of Professional paper o. 7 in sipport of this 
idea. Mr0 cXre ha nissed the point here 0 as nos end Calkins 
are talking ab©ut the nearly horiontel intersection of tys veins 
vith nearly parallel strikes but divergent dips, berea on the 


n property t vein intersection is .early vertical. nons 
end Calkins (?of. por , 7T	 ) state that the 


near these vetical intersections is not richer then it is 


has been no production fron the property end 
there are o	 ore reserves eistin on the property today0

t appears that the property ould not possibly develep 


ore of consequence snd..;thet the possibility of developing 
any basenetal ore is 


he applicant proposes to enplore the pr©pert by 
a lCCfoot inclined shaft fron the saU cut jst vest of the Jeedle 
Gun edit, his shaft vould folly the eedle Gun vein 
Mr. i1cLre estinates that.the oject ould oot 	 or	 per 
foot, but be doe not present any doled cost enalyes 


7







.
	


. 


The eedle ui vein has azesdy been ep1oe. oxtjzivly 
thiotgh the sedle	 adit the ea&tern en1 of ibich is pobably 
at least 2tQ feet bslo the surface. 1iok in this a&tt has been 


t'eely	 ouxaing ad it is highly doubtful that the piopoeed 
shaft voh ill reveal anything better0 


C©CLUsXcS 


The eedle Cwi vein has been e2plored over a strike length 
of about a arter of a ile thro	 the Isedle n adit0 The vein 
hare is yeah and subcoisereial. 3ased on an eosw'e of 'eatheed 
aM altered jranite nsa the sirface the appli©ant believes that 


of the vein have been reopened and that ide oreade ate 
Hal ©Ld be eeoted beloQ the mono of otidation0 It is 
that his ideas are not souM and are not saportsd by denee 
vieib in the e1d Therefore, it nust be conelMed that the 


of aking a eiifieaat distovery at the Qedle n 
arc eor aM it is recended that the aliation be deisd 


ki t 
ri
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