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Tor chier,:‘bzvuiag of ?ielﬁ mﬁmﬁ -

 Prom: Acting !'ie:l-g 91’;’1_«:;:{, Mﬁn } 8
Subject: Application examination

| CMB-6R76 (8flver) . .
- ¥illiem R, MeLure ==
- #eedle Gun, et al. Claims
- Granite County, Montans
| 7 INYRGDUCTION - |
Three prior spplications for asaistance to explore the Nesdle Gun,

et al, Claims under the DNEA program were considered and dented. =~ ..

In two applicetions under Bocket Bo. DEEA-1958 and Docket No.

. DMEA-2TMT the applicant proposed to explore tie Needle Gun vein

by driving sud/or extending en adit drift essterly. In a third
application under Docket No. DMEA-3943 he proposed to explors near

 the intersection of the NeeSle Gun vein and a cross vein by sinking )

& ghaft, These dockets contain four exsmination reports » one by

~John §. Ncliabd, Mining Engineer, U, 8. Buresw of Mines, and

James Quinlan, Geologist, U. S. Geological Survey (DMBA-19%8), one
by the seme suthors anf one by Howard B. Wickelsen, Geologist, -
U.8.G.8. §w~27h7;, and one by William €. Prins, Geologist, .
U.8.6.5. (DMBA-k$h8). In this application Mr. Mclure proposes to

~ deepen & shaft now 35-40 feet deep to explore the same intersection

Vhich is the subject of the report by Prins (DIGA-kSAS), -

.The shaft it is proposed to deepen was started after Prins examined _
- the property; it was therefore desmad advieable to weke another
- inspection which was done July 19, 1963, in the comparny of .
- Mr. Melure, As the rosd from the old townsite of Granite to the ,

Needle Qun property vas in bad conditiom with Bigh rock centers,
NeLure kindly offered to take me toth& property in his jeep.. ~

- Abaut 6 hours vas spent om the property, inspecting the nev shafy, -

visiting several of the old trenches along an intersecting vein,

- called By Mclure the ™" vein, as vell as 0ld trenches and pits

along the Needls Gua vein west of the portal, and inspecting the
duxp at the portal of the Josephine tunnel on & clsim adjacent to

- and north of McLure's Gold Coin claim, -






.

The old pxts along tho "c" and the xeadle Gtm veins were 8o eavered.
by soil and bush growth that all vein exposures wére deeply buried "
and could not be seen. Fragments of vein material in the debris
indicated only that the pits contained probable vein matertal -

. some quarts and some fraguents of iron oxide - aml that thcy vwere

probably located. uleng veins, -
The churtetcr ai' the vein and mimral occurrenco 1n the Koodlc

adit has been described and mepped by the mious oxaminez's abovt A

nontiomd and was not enm-a.

The proparty s loeutim and aecanibiuty, ana géology have all been |
" desaridbed in the reports mantioned above and in the literature

cited therein, This report will be limited to what was actually -

seen, s discussion of McLure's theory on vhich he basis his expecta» ‘
- tien of finding ore, eoncluaiona and rccmendutions. : :

commmm AND REGWATIQ!S

It is conoluded that the chance of making & aixnificant ﬁiucovory

of silver-bearing ore is poor. It is rceomn&oa. thnt t.ho applies-
tion be denieﬂ.. S A - _

mewm MVATIOHS :

About 20 feet north of the portal of the Needle dun uum o 1)
1s a timbered shaft id feet by 9 feet in section said. to be about
35 feet deep, It is timbersd by locally cut round timbers about
8 inches in dlsmetex to a depth of 27 feet. The bottom of the
shaft is filled with muck so that the msured depth 18 30 feet,’

" Dividers are about :LO feet apu-t and no -wedd’*p plates are inetalled.
In the 3 feet or o between the bottom o:l' the timbcr and the top of

the muck is & vein composed of quarts and silicified wall rock up

to 1l-foot wide between vwalls of weathered granite, The vein appears

to strike about N. 60° W. and dip sbout 76* NE, but due to the
limited exposure in the shaft, these recorded elements of vein
attitude may not be representative of the strike and dip of the
vein as a vhole, If this 1s the same as the vein shown nesr the -
portal of the adit, the strike would be mors nearly N, 45* W,
The ‘trench north of the portal menticned by Print as ahowing this -

- structure has been covered by muck from the shafi. I believe the

veins are the same, '.Evo unplca vere tukqn at the botﬁm of the
shaft und asaayﬁd _ )
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181-6 1 ftwide, W comer 0.2 1.1 -
182-¢ . 1ftuide, 8B comner 0.01  O.b

About 350 feést nortivest of the shaft s s trench that from all
sppearances vas put in by the old timers. Mclure dates it about .

- 1900, The bottom and sides are covered by dewply veathered soil, - -

& fool or 2 thick cn the sides, in vhich bushy growth seversl feet
in height flourishes, The remains of the dump at the trench side

'is nearly level and similarly overgrown, but by scrapping sround e o

Tev pleces of quartz and silicified rock heavily stained by iron
oxide and some mangsnese oxide vere found. No similar material in
place could be found, ' On the sketch accompanying the application
this trench is shown as being about N, 45° W. of the rew shaft,
but very heavy evergreen and shrub growth prevented a positive .

‘compess check however it 1s probably close.  That it is on-the “C" S
 vein is pure speculation - it may be, At best 1t only indicates = -

that the "C" vein extends nerthwesterly toward: the easterly

. extension of the Josephine vein,

‘Returning to the Needle Gun portal the tranch a few feet to the
- West was inspected. Prinz's deseription is accurate; a 4- to 5-

irich vein near the southern end bordered on the north by a zone of
crumbly, sheared, altered granite, stained by iron and manganese
oxides, Tight iron-stained shear planes 2 to 4 inches apart in -
the grenite are numerous for about 20 feet north of the vein,

We then started westerly and passed 3 or b trenches and pits sald
to be on the Needle Gun. While not ss old as the one en the "C" =
vein, these trenches were in nearly as bad shape although at one

- there vas more quarts and silicified rock, stained by irem oxide - ’.

on the dump..

" Although the applicent hes not been able to lease ‘t;hoﬁoseﬁhiﬁé- S

claim, adjacent on the north to the (old Coin, he was most anxious o

for me to see the vein materisl on the dump,” The portal of the

Josephine tuanel is some 1,800 to 2,000 feet northwesterly of the

. Heedle Gun portal and betwaen 350 and 50 feet lower in altitude.

The tunnel 1z caved and has besn for some %0 years or more, - Accord-
ing - to McLure, the Josephine tunnel vas formerly known as the Three
Netals tunnel, The only known literature relative to this working

is a brisf description by Humsons and Calkins in Professional Paper .





"‘I‘ho 'rhru thale tunnel ’ a5 ahm by n&ne Baps,. euts & vein
2% feet from the portal and follovs it for 1,200 feet slong.
 the strike. Ths vein dips 80° 8. According to Mr. Hector
.. McDonsld the ore is composed of qmtz, pyrite, galens, and

‘s 1ittle ruby silver. A tev b‘mﬂﬂd dollare of ore has been " A

: ahippa& from this win.

A grab. nample of Amp unterul, piem :t‘m' hi;h nadi asnyod o. 05
ounce gold end 70.% ounces. silver w Mn, 16 1 pnrcmt 1eul and
18 0 mz'ccnt gipe, - S :

mwu's mem

. As pointed out by rrm (m—kgka), MeLurc has taken out of the
. context eertain statements made by Esmmons and Calkins relative to
' the ore dodies found aleng the Grenite-Bimetallic vein end has -
tried to make them apply to the Needle Gun, "C", and Josephine veins,
Because at the Granite-Bimsttalic vein ore. sheots were formed by
vein reopening accompanied by redepesition of primary minersls in
an environmént favorabls for secomdary enrichment, Mclure assumes,
that similar vein reopeaning and redeposition took place on the
Nesdle Gun and Josephbine veims. Aléo, because snother favorable
environmsnt at the Granite-Bimetallic mine has been st intersections
of the main esst-west vein with southeast-striking veins, he assumes
that a similar dqposit will be found along the intersection of the
"0® and Needle Qun veins. Based on kesrsay from an old timer, now’
. decensed, who worked at the Josephine, he alsc assumes that the :
ore taken from that mine came at the intorsection of the Joacphine ‘
and the "C" vein., ' ;

‘ Rogarding tho Mpoeition of ore shocts at’ win mtersections in the L
Granite-Bimetellic mine, Bxmons and Calkins say in the cited pasper
on p.p. 178-179: "The richeut ore in this vein occurred sbove s
Junction of two veins forming a nearly horizontel line of inter-
section (fig. 24). Vertical Junctions as 111ustrated. by ngure 25
vare not enriched in this ‘manner, ,

As dneribea by ?rlm and others, the Needle Gun vein s & veakly
mineralized fissure showing no evidence of being reopened as has
the Granite-Bimetallic vein. Of 6 channel samples taken by DMEA
examiners in the Needle Gun tunnel the best contained 0,085 ounce
‘g0, 3,6 cunces silver per ton, 0.15 percent lesd and 6.4 percent
zinc over & width of only 4 inches,  This semple was taken about
760 feet from the portal, measured slong the vein, st & point

3100 to 200 feet below tha surface, A grab sample of the "C" vein
about Q0 fest in from the twinel portal sssayed 0.06 ounce gold .
and 0.3 ounce silver per ton, 0.06 percmt 13:& and nil zmc. ™o
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séuples of the "C" Vbin taken by . thia exuiner frm the bottm o!’
. the winze ssssyed,respectively, 0.02 cunce gold ‘and 1.1 ountes-
silver per ton over & width ef 12 inches and 0.01 ownce gold end.
~ 0.h eunce ailver per ton over a 12-imch vidth, There is no evi-
- dence that the Nesdle dun, the “C" vein, or their mtcruetion

" offer mmh pmni« s s target fer axplcrat&om Coen el

Although the appliemt has 8o m been unsuccnlml in seeuring 'y
leese on the Josephine claim, he says he still has hopes of doing
80, The materisl on the dump was of smell enough sized pleces to =
make a gusss ss to the nature of ihe ore source difficult. Sugges-
tions of vugs and some banding of sulfides with granodiorite in '
- betwesn were observed indiceting that the vein may have been .
spened or that the ore could have come fresm a vein interssction.
The tunnel has been caved since early in the century -~ sbout 1906 -
 and of the men who worked there none are kuown to be slive in the
_district. Thus, Mclure's theory with respect to this vein might
conceivably be eorreet, but 1t is Aifficult to postulate recpening
‘of the Needle Gun at depth with no evidence of such in the 1,700
Teet or so of tunnel in vhich 11: 1a cxposea, as Prinz po.'mts out.

The' 1des of 2 or 3 deay dM&mﬂ é.ri.u hel« to wqplorc the 3 veins
at depth, if Mclure had control of the Josephine, is scmevhat
intriguing, but he is not interested in sny dismond drilling, having

‘withémvn from his applieatian ths single h@h he originally ylmma&.

. It was pointed’ out that to aecpon the shaft 150 feet as he propmed o
.- in his spplication would only resch a totsl depth of 180-190 feet,
vhereas by his own statement the top of the high-grads cre could be
200 to 300 feet deep. He limediately said he would de willing to =
deepen 1t 2%0 feet for a total depth of 280-290 feet, He also

- agreed that 100 te 150 feet of éritbmg shoum be done ﬁm the
bettm of the lbaft , . _ .

Althoush an utmpt \m m&a to dxplain the hck ef eriteria. 1nd1~ -
sating vein recpening, it wess soon discovered that it was. completely
futile, The applicant has become convinced that the Needls Gun is
Just like the Granite-Bimetallic, that at depth it will be found to -
have been reopened and filled with high-grade ahootm md 'bhn‘h othar *
shoots will be found at vein 1nteruetiom I , :

I sdvised the spplieant that I ha.a not had. tm to stun‘ly mecssional .

Paper 78 snd that sfter doing so, I might still not be able to agres

~ vith his views, but on the chence that I might, I discussed elements . .
- of costs with him. He assured me that he understood the discussion
vas in no sense an 'implicgt:;qn that a contract would be forthéoming.
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Artcr eomidar.tng 1l the avaihbl& data, it is eoncluded that the
chance of -a significant discovery resulting from deepsning the
shaft 250 feet snd &rifting 100 feet to explore the "C" vein and
1ts Junction with the Needle Gun vein 48 such w long shot as to'be

} o - . peer snd it is tharstorc racmndna that the u.pplicntion be denied, 1
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