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, UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON 25, D. ¢. 600

July 24, 1953

Memorandum
To: Adninistrator
From: Nonmetallic Minerals Division

Subject:

A denial of exploration assistance and closing review
Docket No. DMEA-2647 - Mica
‘Property: Wray Mine (formerly Ray Mine)
Burnsville Township, Yancey County,
North Carolina
Located 2.3 miles S 31° W of
Burnsville, North Carolina
Applicant: Sam L. Phillips, John
Phillips, R. E. Tippett, and Ben
Blalock, a partnership (Lessees)
(Application originally presented by
Clarence Sparks, John Blalock and
Kenneth Blalock).

Amount requested: $8,936.50

No Contract: Application denied
Examination Report of Field Team,
dated Sept 19, 1952. Authors-

K. H. Teague, A. L. Peyton, and
L. E. Shirley.

Docket Summary:

8/11/52
8;13452

8/19/52
9/22/52

9/26/52

10/7/52

Rec'd application Form MF-103. .

Rec!d memo from P, L. Weis, U. S. G. S. suggesting a field
team referral.

Rec'd memo from W. F. Dietrich, U. S. B. M. suggesting a
field team referral.

Rec'd Report of Examlnatlon by Field Team, Region VII.
Authors~K. H. Teague, A. L. Peyton, and L. E. Shirley

A project in the amount of $7,200.00 is suggested in report.
Rec!d memo from R. B. Van Alstine, U. S. G. S. which points
6ut some limitations but suggests folloW1ng recommendation
of Examination Report.

Rec!d memo from W, F, Dietrich, U. S. B. M. Concurs with -
Field Team recommendations.





11/6/52 Letter to Sam L. Phillips regarding an Owner's Consent to
Lien. Property owners are many and widely scattered. Mr
Phillips has had difficulty acquiring all signatures.

Note: Processing of application held in abeyance many months
at the request of Mr, Phillips. Finally in June 1953 he
presented a new lease, new Owner!s Consent to Lien, and
new names of partners.

6/3/53 Rec'd new lease from Mr. Sam L. Phillips

6/15/53 Operating Committee requested Mr. Laurence, Region VII, to
re-examine the application.

6/23/53 Sent Administrator's letter to ir. Sam Phillips requesting
new application and to establish assignment of application
by assignment of interest of former partners to the new
partners. .

6/23/53 Rec'd memo from Field Team, DMEA, Region VII, in answer to
Operating Committee's letter of 6/15/53. Field Team
agreeable to a denial of application if Washirigton Office
does not consider the criteria sufficient to justify a
project.

Resume: -
This exploration concerns a mica-bearing pegmatite previously
mined through two shafts separated, one from the other, about 150
feet; one, known as the Dolph Hensley Shaft is 70 feet deep, and the
other, the New South Shaft is 100 feet deep. Accompanying the DMEA
Examination Report is an excellent map with sections showing in detail
the two shafts and connecting underground drifts and stopes.

The mine is now filled with water and at the time of
inspection by the DMEA Field Team, there was little to observe. The
engineers were compelled to base their deductions and recommendations
on the historic report and maps pertaining to the property prepared
by John H. Parker III, U. S. G. S., in 1944,

The report by the field engineers recommended an exploration
project consisting of sinking the New South Shaft another Lo feet and
drifting therefrom about 40 feet north and 40 feet south. The work
was estimated to cost $7,200.00.

The proposed project was based on the assumption that mica
enrichment (now mined out) described by Parker as occurring in one
stope at 3250 to 3265 elevations and occurring in a second at 3228 to
3308 elevations, represented two separate lenses and that reoccurring
lenses might occur dipping downward and raking to the Southwest.
However, there is no positive criteria that such is the case and it
is a probability that is somewhat remote. The 165 foot drift north





from the New South Shaft cut under the stoped ground and showed
negative results, and to try at a greater depth, 40 feet, as
proposed, would likewise prove negative, in all probability.
"“Upon the request of the Operating Committee, the DMEA
Field Team restated their views, concluding their reply as
follows:
BIf this possibility (in reference to the reoccurring
lenses) does not seem good enough to justify an
exploration contract, we recommend that the application
be denied."

There, therefore, seems to be general agreement that the
basis for a project is weak and this is emphasized when one
observes the proposed work indicated on Longitudinal Projection
C-D of accompanying map of the Wray Mine. '

Comments and Recommendation:

This application project is an example of a difficult
exploration to appraise. There is little observable criteria,
and even with the historic report and excellent plan and sections
prepared by Mr. Parker, a determination is difficult to make.
However, after weighing the pros and cons, as best possible, the
Nonmetallic Minerals Division feels that the proposal is insuf-
ficiently sound to recommend for a contract. The application for
exploration assistance should be denied.

{; Jasper T. Robertson

Nonmetallic Minerals Division
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July 24, 1953
Memorandum
_ Po: Administrator
From: Nonmetallic Minerals Division

Subject: A denial of exploration assistance and closing review
Docket ¥o. DMEA-2647 - Mica
Property: Vray Mine (formerly Ray Mine)
Burasville Township, Yancey Cowaty,
North Carolira
Located 2.3 miles S 31° W of
Burpsville, North Caroclina
Applicant: Sam L., Phillips, Joha
Phillips, R. B. Tippett, and Ben
Blalock, a partnership (Lessess)
(Application origimally presented by
Clarence Sparks, John Blalock and
Xenneth Blalock).

~ Amount requested: $8,936.50
Yo Contract: Application denied
BExamination Report of Field Team,
dated Sept 19, 1952. Authors-
X. H. Teague, A. L. Peyton, and
L. E. Shirley. :

Docket Summary: )

8711752 Rec'd application Form MF-103.

8/13/52 Mec'd memo from P. L. Weis, U. S. G, S, sugzesting a field
tear roferral. ' o

8/19/52 Rec'd memo from W. P. Dietrich, U, S, B, K, suggesting a
field team referral. ' ‘

9/22/52 Res'd Report of Examination by Field Team, Region VII.
Authors-X., H. Teague, A. L., Peyton, and L. E. Shirley
A project in the amount of $7,200,00 is suggested in report.

9/26/52 Rectd memo from R. B. Van Alstime, U, S, G. S. vhich points
6ut some limitations but suggests following recommendation
of Examinmation Report. ' ‘

10/7/52 . Ree'd memo from W. P. Dietrich, U. 5. E. M. Comeurs with
Field Team recoxmendations.





: '11/6/52 Letter to Sa- L. Phinips rogarding an Owner's Consent to

- Iden., Property owners are many and widely scattered. Mr
Fhillips has had difficulty acquiring all signatures. o

" Wote:  Processing of application held in abeyanes many months

. at the regquest of Mr. Phillips. Finally in Jume 1953 he
precented & new lease, nev Owner's Oonoent to Lien, and -
new names of partners. : ,
6/3/53 " Bec'd nev lease from Mr. Sam L. Phillip. R
6/15/53 Operating Commities requested Mr. Ia.urence, Ragion TII to a
" re-exaniné the application. <

" §/23/53 Sent Administrator's letter to ¥r, Sam Phillips requesting < -

" new application and to -establish asgignment of appncatian
by assigasent of lnterest of forner partners zQ the nev S
partners. .

© . ¢f23]53 Rec'd memo from Fiold Team, DMEA, Reglon VII, in ansver to" o

Operating Committee's letter of 6/15/53 rield Team = .-
‘agreeable to a denial of application if ﬁashmgton Office .
-does mot consiaer the criteria sufﬁcient to jmtify a: .
- project.. : o . Lo

Resuu'

“!his exploration concerns a nioa-hearing jpogmatite previously

L mined. throngh two shafts separated, one from the other, about 150
- feet; one, known as the Dolph Hensley Shaft is 70 feet deep, and the
~other, the New South Shaft is 100 feet. deep. Accompanying the DMEA.
* Examination Beport is an excsllent map with sectiorns shoviag in dotail
_the two shafts and connecting uaderground drifts and shopes.

The mine is now filled with water and at the time of

inspection by the IMEA Fleld Team, thers was little to observe. The

. ~ engineers were compelled to base their deductions and. recommendations
on the historie report and maps pertaining to ‘the property prepared
by John H, Parker 111, U, S. &. 8., in 1984,

The report by the field angineers recoxmended an exploration '

'- projobt consisting of sinking the Hew South Shaft another 0 feet and
drifting therefrom about 40 feet north aad 140 feet south. The work '
was estimated to cost $7,200.00. '

The proposed project was based on the assumption that nica.

- enrichment {now mined out) described by Parker as occurring ia one

stope at 3250 to 3265 clevations and oecurring in a second at 3228 to |
3308 elevations, represented two separate iénses and that reocourring

lenses might occur dipping downward and raking to the Southwest.

However, there is no positive criteria that such ig the case and it

‘is & probability that is somewhat remotse. ?he 165 foot drift north





from the New South Shaft cut under the stoped ground and . showed
negative results, and to try at & greater depth, 40 feet, as -
proposed; would likewise prove negative, in all probability.
. Upon the request of the Operating Committee, the DMEA
. Field Team restated their views, concluding their reply as
. follows: , B e :
'  MIf this possibility (ia reference to the reoccurring
lenses) does not seem good enough to justify am =~
exploration contract, we recoumend that the application
" be denied.? .

oL T T'Qhere, therefore, seems to be general agreement that the
-« basis for a project is weak and this is emphasized when one

observes the proposed work indicated on Longitudinal Projection
.. - C=D of accompanying map of the Uray Line.

© . Comments and Recommendation:
‘ 7. 770 This application project is an example of a difficult
' exploration to appraise. There is little observable criteris,
~ "and even with the historic report and excellent plan and gections
. - .. prepsred by lir. Parker, a determination is difficult to make.
... i, However, after weighing the pros and coms, as best possible, the

Y. . Nonmetallic Minerals Division feels that the proposal is insuf-

L " ficiently eound to recormend for a contract. The application for
exploration assistance should be denied.

!
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Jasper T. Robertson
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i _ Not to be filled in by applicant
APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN ' N2 € 1355 — '
EXPLORATION PROJECT, PURSUANT TO Dactet No. . DLDER:- 24‘4’7

Metal or Mineral

DMEA ORDER 1, UNDER THE DEFENSE Date Received ... @ /2 @ /5.3
PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED Estimated Cost .. ...

Participation (Government %) _..________________.

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Name of applicant.—(a) State here your full legal name, in the form in which you will wish to contract, and your
Sam L, Phillips, John Phillipse of Spruce Pine, N..C., R. B. Tippett,
and Ben Blalock of Yancy County, 2 partnership doine; bus:mess as the

Wray Mica Mine, . . ‘ -

- '

mailing address:

(b) If other than an 1nd1v1dua1 add to your name above whether a corporatlon, partnershlp, etc., and the name of the State
in which incorporated or otherwise organized. :

(¢) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names and addresses of officers.

(d) If a partnershlp, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners

2. Geneml —Read DMEA Order 1, “Government Aid in Defense ‘Exploration Projects,” before completmg this application.
Submit this application ‘and all accompanying papers in quadruplicate (four copies), with your name and address on each
sheet -of the application and on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required
information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number.
Comply with all applicable instructions; or, if not applicable, so state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration
Admlmstratlon, Department of. the Interlor, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest field executlve officer thereof.

3. Applwa,ms pfropefrty mghts —(a) State the legal descrlptlon of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all
land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and excluding any land or interest in land which is

not to be included in the exploration project contract . Le&se_is attached

(b) State any mine name by which the pfdperty is known. 'Wr&y Mine,
(¢) State your interest in the land, whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or otherwise ._ L@ ssee

(d) If you are not the owner, submlt with this application a copy of the lease, contract, or other document under which
you control the property. ) e
-(e) If you own the land, descrlbe any liens or encumbrances on it

(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the description above, the book and page numbers for each recorded
location notice. , o

4. Physical description.—(a) Describe in detail 'any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being
conducted upon the land, including. existing mine workings and production facilities. State your interest, if any, in such
operations. Also describe accessibility of mine workings for examination purposes.

(b) State past and current production, and ore reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades.

(¢) Describe the geologic features of the property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, ete.), and your
reasons for wishing to explore. Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, indicating on each
whether you require its return to you.

(d) State the facts w1th respect to the accesmblhty of the project: Access roads, distances to shipping, supply and residence

" points. '
(e) State the availability of manpower, materials, supplies, equipment, Waber, and p'ower.' ' ro—sessl-1





' - " . .
5. The exploration project.—( te the mineral or minerals for which you wis!o explore o .

(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if needed)
of any present mine workings, and the location of the proposed exploration work as related to such features as contacts,
veins, ore-bearing beds, ete.

(¢) The work will start within __._________ days and be completed within ___.____.___ months from the date of an exploration
project contract.

(d) State the operating experience and background of the applicant with relation to the ability to carry out such explo-
ration project, and also that of the person or persons who will supervise the operations.

6. Estimate of costs.—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you will have to use a separate sheet),
under the following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project:

(a) Independent contracts.— (Note.—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write “none”
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work in subsequent
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard
of material moved, etc.).

(b) Labor, supervision, consultants.—Include an itemized schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees
for necessary labor, superyision, and, engineering and geological- consultants.

(¢) Operating materials and supplies—Furnish an 1temlzed list, including 1tems of equlpment costing less than $50 each,
and power, water and fuel.

(d) Operating equipment.—Furnish an itemized list of any operating equipment to 'be rented, purchased or which is owned
and will be furnished by the Operator, with the estimated rental, purchase price, or suggested use-allowance based on present
value, as the case may be. .

(e¢) Rehabilitation and repairs.—Furnish a detalled list showing the cost of any necessary initial rehablhtatlon or repairs
of existing buildings, installations, fixtures, and movable operating equipment, now owned by the Operator and which will be
devoted to the exploration project.

(f) New buildings, improvements, mstallatzons —Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary bulldmgs, fixed
improvements, or installations to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project.

(g) Miscellaneous.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not
including initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator’s equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmen’s compensation
and employers’ liability insurance, and payroll taxes.

(h) Contingencies—Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated above.

NoTE.—No items of general overhead, corporate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or any

other indirect costs, or work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be included in the
estimate of costs.

7. (a) Are you prepared to furnish your share of” the cost of the proposed project in accordance with the regulations on
Government participation (Sec. 7, DMEA No. 1)? )

(b) How do you propose tc furnish your share of the costs?

D Money l Use of equipment owned by you D Other

Explain in detail on acompanying paper.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf and acting for
the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best
of his knowledge and belief.

Dated . - , 195 .

Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a willfully false statement or representation to any depart-
ment or agency of the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction.

U. $. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFiCk  16—66551-1
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APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN~ ™40 s 20 dT
EXPLORATION PROJECT, PURSUANT.TQ % © 1333| Docket No.. £ e CT L

Metal or Mineral ..... :

DMEA ORDER 1, UNDER THE DEFENSE Date Received .. (ﬂ/;g_(, Jeq T
PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED Estimated Cost

Participation (Government %) _.._________________.

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Name of applicant.—(a) State here your full legal name, in the form in which you will wish to contract, and ybur
Sem L, Phillips, John Phillips of Spruce Pine, N, C,, R, &, Tippett,

mailing address: _ Q%N
‘ #nd Ben Blalock of Yencv County, & pertnership doing business #s the

Wiray Mica Mine, E

(b) If other than an individual, add to your name above whether a corporation, partnership, etc., and the name of the State
in which incorporated or otherwise organized.

(¢) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names and addresses of officers.

(d) If a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners.

2. General.—Read DMEA Order 1, “Government Aid in Defense ‘Exploration Projects,” before completing this application.
Submit this application and all accompanying papers in quadruplicate (four copies), with your name and address on each
sheet of the application and on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required
information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number.
Comply with all applicable instructions; or, if not applicable, so state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration
Administration, Department of. the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest field executive officer thereof.

3. Applicant’s property rights—(a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all
land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and excluding any land or interest in land which is

not to be included in the exploration project contract .. 1.8 8@ 18 sttached

(b) State any mine name by which the property is known. Wray Mine

(c) State your interest in the land, whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or otherwise Lessee

(d) If you are not the owner, submit with this application a copy of the lease, contract, or other document under which
you control the property. :

(e) If you own the land, describe any liens or encumbrances on it

(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the description above, the book and page numbers for each recorded
location notice. ' I

4. Physical description.— (@) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being
conducted upon the land, including existing mine workings and production facilities. State your interest, if any, in such
operations. Also describe accessibility of mine workings for examination purposes.

(b) State past and current production, and ore reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades.

(¢) Describe the geologic features of the property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, ete.), and your
reasons for wishing to explore. Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, indicating on each
whether you require its return to you.

(d) State the facts with respect to the accessibility of the project: Access roads, distances to shipping, supply and residence
points. - : '

(e) State the availability of manpower, materials, supplies, equipment, water, and power. i 16—68551-1





L . .

5. The exploration project.—(a) _.ce the mineral or minerals for which you wis explore ... . e

(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if needed)
of any present mine workings, and the location of the proposed exploration work as related to such features as contacts,
veins, ore-bearing beds, etc.

(c) The work will start within .______.___. days and be completed within __________.. months from the date of an exploration
project contract.

(d) State the operating experience and background of the applicant with relation to the ability to carry out such explo-
ration project, and also that of the person or persons who will supervise the operations.

6. Estimate of costs.—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you will have to use a separate sheet),
under the following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project:

(a) Independent contracts.— (Note.—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write “none’”
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work in subsequent
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard

of material moved, etc.).
(b) Labor, supervision, consultants.—Include an itemized schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees

for necessary labor, supervision and engineering and geological ‘consultants. . A
(c) Operating materials and -supplies—Furnish an 1temlzed list, including ltems of equlpment costmg less than $50 each,

and power, water and fuel.
(d) Operating equipment.—Furnish an itemized list of any operating equipment to be rented, purchased or which is owned

and will be furnished by the Operator, with the estimated rental, purchase price, or suggested use-allowance based on present

value, as the case may be.
(¢) Rehabilitation and repairs.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary initial rehabilitation or repairs
of existing buildings, installations, fixtures, and movable operating equipment, now owned by the Operator and which will be

devoted to the exploration project.

(f) New buildings, improvements, installations.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary buildings, fixed
improvements, or installations to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project.

(9) Miscellaneous.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not
including initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator’s equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmen’s compensation
and employers’ liability insurance, and payroll taxes.

(h) Contingencies.—Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated above.

NoTE.—No items of general overhead, corporate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or any

other indirect costs, or work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be included in the
- estimate of costs.

7. (a) Are you prepared to furnish your share of the cost of the proposed project in accordance with the regulatlons on
Government participation (Sec. 7, DMEA No. 1)? )

(b) How do you propose tc furnish your share of the costs?

I:l Money D _Use of equipment owned by you D Other

Explain in detail on acompanying paper.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf and acting for
the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best
of his knowledge and belief.

Dated ... e - , 195 s

:

Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a willfully false statement or representation to any depart-
ment or agency of the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction.

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—66551~1





ASS IGNMENT

This assignment made this 23rd day of June, 1963, by John Blalock,
Kenneth Blelock, Clarence Sparks do hereby assign and transfer &ll their
interest that they now’ have in & pending DMEA Exploration Application
No, 2647, known as the Wray Mica Minens to S8am L, Phillips, John M,

Phillips, R, E, Tippett, and Ben Blalock,

Vie the under signers do hereby accept and sssume the DMEA No. 2647

Exploration Applicetion with all its terms and conditions,

Zﬁ.ﬂ /3//&_/5,,/_ (3eal)
@g W (3ea1)






UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRA'['!ON T f‘: TR
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. Pooe s ‘_“ DI ;......,,.;..:321
ROOM 13, POST OFFICE BLDG. T3
KNOXVILLE 2, TENN, ’ R

"June 23, 1953

~

Memorandum 4\’
Tos Operating Committee, D M E A= Washington

Froms Field Teamy, D M E A= Region VII “—

Subject: Docket No, DMEA=-26L7 (mica) Wrey Mica Mine, Clarence Sparks, Applicant

Burnsville; N. C.

Reference is made to the Operating Committee's letter regarding
subject application.

A review of available file data on subject mine does not ine
dicate that adequate surface possibilities exist northeast of the
Dolph Hensley shaft or southwest of the New South Shaft to justify surface
exploration in those areas,

The Dolph Hensley sb.ai‘t is caved and probably has been sy‘sten-»
at,lcally robbed, thus there is litt le hopeof ‘approaching “the pegnatn.te
from that“areas

most entirely on a study and interpretation of Parker's, etc., report and
maps. ” The examiners based their recommendations on the possibility that
another concentration of mica might occur at depth as suggested in item 3 ?
of the examination reporto & ’

The Field team report and recommendations therein is based ale \

' e
If th:Ls poss:Lblllty does not seem good enough to Justlfy an
exploration contract;"we recomnend that the application”be“deniede

Pl A Moo

Robert A, Laurence, Executive Officer
‘D, M. L. A,

(@
Wme A. Beck, for V. J. Lynch
U. S. Bureau of Mines





- . T S % ... . FILE COPY
' - 140 SURNAME:
| UNITED STATES =~ - WQ/ i

'DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION U pec
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. - ' % ______ |
'  JUN2 3 1953 -

| Ly
Mr. Sam L. Phillips

'Spruce Pine, MWorth Carolina - ' I
- | . Re: Docket No. DMEA-2647 (Miea) -
- Clarence Sparks :

' - Wray Nica Nine -

Coe 4 . - Burnsville, North Carolina
Dear Mr. Phillipa: Lo o :

- . Reference is made to your letter of June 2, ad- .
dressed to Mr. Lawrence G. Houk, Chief, Rormmtalllc Minerals
‘Division, enclosing therein a new lease on the Wray Mine, - =
referred to in application for Exploration Project Contract, .
Docket No. DMEA-2647. o o L

o The contract application is made in the name of
Clarence Sparks, John Blalock, and Kenneth Blalock, doing
business as the Wray Mica Mine, and is signed by Mr. C. B.
. Collins as attorney-in-fact for these individuals. The
- new lease which you have sent indicates that the lessees
are R. E. Tippett, Ben Blalock, Sam L. Phillips, and John
Phillips. M¥one of these individuals appear 0 be parties
to the original application, and neither do they seem to be
‘members of the organization known as the Wray Mica Mine.
Consequently, an exploration project contract cannot be .
1gsued in your name with respect to this property unless--

1. You obtain a statement from all the
signers of the originsl application, or thelr
attorney-in-fact, that they have withdrawn 1n
your favor. . S

2. You sign and forward a new application.
You inform the Goverrnment of the names .

'of those with whom the exploration project con-
tract is to be made; if there 1s to be a partner-

ship, its name, if any, should also be furnished. /(/ o

| | - ~ Sincerely yours, | /J

AEKane/emd 6/23/53 ~ . N ‘ o g -853

~ Copy to:¥Docket - : - Co. Mittendore | ) , é- ‘?‘ _

,  Adm. R. File ‘ o adl o o
~Op. Comm. ' : S -
Field Team,Reg. VII(2) Adminlstrator
L.G. Houk

J.L.Hofflund A.E.Kane chron. pending





: . | o . | FILE COPY .
o A ’ ' 4 T SURNAME:
.  UNITED STATES | |

- DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION
 WASHINGTON 25,D.c. 600

i i _
“h 0‘3953

Wr. Robert i. Lawrence Subjeet: Docket No. Dlia-c64T -
saecutive Ufiicer, Diid . Clareace 3parks

Piom 1“.’ Mm VIl ) L‘ray :ﬁea Line | T
acos 13, Post Uffice Bldg. ' Burnaville, Yorth Can

Knoxville 2, Yenmesases
- Dear Nr. lLauresse;

felerence is made to the subject appncatim an’ the
{iold teas repart wnich recocsended reconditioning e Hew South
shaft, deepening it 40 feet and drifting 40 feet morth and 40
foet south, for a total expanditure of §7,200,00. ) o

o A review of the field team report especla the - -
;;;ort.im quoted from Johm M, ‘arker Iil's nn;.ublishe&lgg Je o
Gsologleal survey feport, indicates to thic office that the :
approash to explaring this pegmatite in dopth offers 1ittls chance
of making = significant diseovu-{acr mica. 7The Bew South Shaft
and the drift on the 3,180 foot lovel indicate that any southwest-
urdtr;gatg :go::a 15:14 pxog out. What surfaee possibilities
exis e 8 chaft and to th
Nou South gy oY ohaft. ® SR of e

A 7 is, therefore, suggested that you :;o;-ox‘mnine the.'éata

in your files vith a view to recosmending z new approach to .

axploring this pepmatite. o T |

sincereiy yours,

" George C.-Selfridge - b e
* Chairoan, Operating Comittee L 3

Approveds - T LaHowksgad 6/10/53 |,
| B .~ " Copy to: Admr. R, File
Js H. Hodges 6@ 2 . Docket Bile' - .
- .. . M, Dietrich, 3526 .

' Veaber, Bureau of Hines , , .
: R Mr. larrabee, G-232 GSA Bldg.
Mr. Houk v T

© AR Kinkel Ir L





S YW

r—f
8pruce Pine, North Carolina
June 2, 1953
GEPRTie o a?;
Qatense Eiivy .
Mr. lawrence G, Houk . AN
Nonmetallic Minerals Division . JURN S 163

Depertment of Interior, DMEA
Washington 25, D, C,

Desr Mr, Houk:
Enclosed herewith is & new lesse on the Wray Mine DMEA

#nd as you will notice the parties to this lease dse
different from the parties of the previous lease. 1 talked tc
Mr, Feitler on the phone a few days ago, end 1 hope this will
be sétisfactory. I elso have & Landlord's Consent to Lien.
Mr., Ben Blalock is one of the best end most experienced miners
in Western North Carolina. He has 5een the superintendant of
severel of the big mines of this gsection for the Minergl Compesnies.
1 will forwerd £o you within the next few days the 1life history of
Mr. Blaiock and Mr, Tippett. 1If there is anything else that will
be necessary pleese call me collect at Spruce Pins.

Thank you for your cooperztion, I em,

Sincerely yours,

Sam L, Phillips

SLP/1le
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|
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA j

| county oF vaNcEY | j
THIS LEASE made this the 18th. day of May, 1953, by MRS. J. A. HIGGINS

| % | |
a widow; MRS. PANSYVEAY, a widow; NU-WRAY, INC., a Corporation, of the County |
S

of Yancey and State of North Carolina; MRS. ALICE S. BYRD, a/widow, of the . §

’

b _ i
| County of Buncombe and State of North Carolina; and RUBY MAE RAY, Executrix, :
|

! Agent and Trustee for RICHARD L. RAY and DARLENE D. LINCOLN, of the City of

Walla Walla and State of Washington, all hereinafter referred to as parties

of the first part, to R. E. TIPPETT and BEN BLALOCK of the County of Yancey

and State of North Carolina, and SAM PHILLIPS and JOHN PHILLIPS of the County

{
fi of Mitchell and State of North Carolina, all hereinafter referred to as parties'

of the second part.

WITNESSETH: ;

THAT FOR AND IN CONSIDERATION of the sum of $1.00 in hand paid by '

the parties of the second part to the parties of the first part, the receipt of !

b which is hereby acknowledged, and the further consideration of full compliance
. . i
% with the agreements hereinafter set forth, the parties of the first part have ;

l bargained and leased and do by these presents bargain and lease unto the parties
E of the second part, their successors or assigns, the exclusive rights and %
! privileges of mining and removing minerals from that tract or parcel of land

! situate in Burnsville Township, County of Yancey and State of North Carolina,

known as a part of the G. D, Ray Boundary and being described as follows:

old Briney Mine and running in a Northwesterly direction along the
top of the ridge 500 feet; thence Southwesterly 2500 feet to a i
stake; thence Southeasterly 1000 feet to a stake; thence Northeasterly
2500 feet to the top of the ridge; thence Northwesterly along the
top of the ridge to the point of BEGINNING. It being intended that
the tract of land shall include the old Dolph Hensley Mine, 0ld
Bailey Mine, Old Burleson Mine, Briney Mine, Green Mine, Buzzards
Roost Mine, W. B, Ray Mine and 0ld Garrett Ray Mine.

i
|
BEGINNING at a point at the top of the ridge directly above the I
!

v
'
)
]
|
1
5
i

The terms and conditions of this Lease are as follows:

1. TERM. This Lease shall be for a period of five (5) years from this

date with the privilege of renewal for an additional five (5) year period,

gfprdviding that the terms and conditions of said Lease are fully complied with, .
i 2. RIGHTS CONVEYED. Full mining rights and priviieges, including the
ggright of ingress‘and egress, right to' construct road ways, flume lines, power

es, tram roads; erection of machinery and buiidings aﬁd the use of timber

sald property, except such timber as would make saw timber, is hereby granted,

A ey
S Y {
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3. ROYALTY. The royalty for all minerals mined and removed from the

! said property shall be paid to Dover R. Fouts, Trustee, for the benefit ‘of

Mrs. J. A. Higgins, Mrs. Pansy Ray, Nu-Wray, Inc., Mrs. Alice S. Byrd.and Ruby

I Mae Ray, Executrix, Agent and Trustee for Richard L. Ray and Darlene D. Lincoln%
The royalty to be paid shall be one-eighth (1/8) of the sales price of all
mica mined and removed from said property; 50¢ per ton for all feldspar mined

| and removed from said property; and for all other minerals mined and removed

from said property the usual and customary royalty prevailing in Yancey County,
| North Carolina. | ;
L. TIME OF PAYMENT. Royalty shall be paid on the lst. and 15th. of F
each month and duplicate sales slips shall bevfurnished to the Trustee, herein—é
before némed, showing the amount of mineralé sold aﬁd the price obtained there—%
for. ‘ - ' g

5. CESSATION OF MINING OPERATIONS. Mining operations shall begin

within 120 days from the date of this Lease and continue with reasonable
regularity and if mining operations cease for a period of 60'days then this
Lease shall be null and void, unless the cessation of mining operations is

prevented by weather conditions or conditions usually termed Acts of God.

6. BREACH OF LEASE. If the pérties of the second part, their success-

ors or assigns; fail to comply with any of the‘conditions or provisions of this ;
Lease, then said Lease, or any renewal thereof, shall be null and void and E
all the rights granted hereunder shall cease, And the parties of the first :
i part, their successors or assigns, may re-enter said property without any
action at law to declare said Lease, or any fenewal thereof, void. However, ;

[ upon said Lease becoming null and void the parties of the second part, their

successors or assigns, may have 45 days within which to remove any machinery

or buildings from said property.

7. ROADS. It is understood and agreed that any roads used or construct-

ed by the parties of the second part, their successors or assigns, to carry on
mining operations may likewise be used by the parties of the first part, their-

il successors or assigns, in carrying on operations on any other lands in the

territory owned by them, but the use of such roads shall not interfere with

the righﬁs of the parties of the second part, their successors or assigns.

8. PROCESSING. It is further understood and agreed that the parties

of the second part, their successors or assigns, may process the mineral off

of the property hereinbefore described but not outside of Yancey County, North '

Carolina. !

:
)
!
|
|
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| STATE .OF NORTH CAROLINA
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9. RECORDS. A daily record of production of minerals at the mine
shall be kept by the parties of the second part, their successors and assigns,
and likewise a daily record of all mica sheeted as well as a record of all

sheeted mica in the mica house. All of such records shall be available to

the parties of the first part, their successors and assigns, or Agents, for
inspection at any time.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, this Lease has been executed in duplicate in
the way and manner hereinafter indicated by the affixing of hands and seals
and by said instrument being signed by the granting Corporation by authority

of its Board of Directors duly given, as of the day and year first above

writtez:l. ‘ & . ]
?55 72,..‘..&.9«/[ ‘M%J N Higtibs (S
| ‘/2%994 6;22/71/@/%448452/22

Mrs. Pansyjay

7% SEAL
Mrs. Alice S, Byrd (

522_%_1 (SEAL
uby Mae Ray ecutrix

(SEAL

—~
w2
=

AL

= e Dt s =2 ¢ Wl . o . i N I . L e T— . . e T 0 . e ¢

s . - mie Yoma s v s e x.

(SEAL

SEn Blalockv“ -

(SEAL)
Sam Phllllps

ATTEST:

(:.-$ NU-WRAY, INC.
‘ (ﬁ(‘bawg By ﬁlﬂ%@ MNiser
Secretary d
COUNTY OF YANCEY

Personally came before me this day Mrs. J. A. Higgins and Mrs. Pansy

Ray, to me well known to be a part of the persons who signed the foregoing

Lease, who acknowledged the due execution of said instrument by themselves for |

the purposes therein expressed.





I

1

)i My commission expires the

o e

[

Witness my hand and notarial seal this the &_’Z day of &M%_ ;

Notary Public

My commission expires the
]

_4_ day of W s 19):‘3 -

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF YANCEY

Personally came before me, the undersigned thary Public, on this
day, Mrs. Julia Wray, who, being duly sworn, says:

That she is President of Nu-Wray, Iﬁc., one of the Grantors in the
foregoing Lease, and that Rush Wray is Secretary of said Corporation; that
she knows the Corporate Seal of said Corporation, That she, the>said Julia
Wray, signed said instrument as President of said Corporation'and Rush Wray
signed said inétrument as Secretary in attestation thereof and he; the said
Rush Wray, affixed the Corporate Seal to said instrument in the presence of
said President and that said instrument is the act and deed of said Corporation
and the execution thereof was duly authorized by the Board of Difectérsvduly
given. | |

Witness my hand and notarial seal this the é&é?day of

R

// 1953,

e R e s S R n o T ko A MRA LT

e W T el e TR A T e R e T s

My commission expires

the _% day of Q%Q ya s 19\5_'_.—_

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA .
COUNTY OF BUNCOMBE

Personally céme before me this day Mrs. Alice S, Byrd, to me well
known to be one of the persons who signed the foregoing Lease, who"éckhgﬁledged
the due execution of said instrument by herself for the purposes thé?ein‘

expressed.

Witness my hand and notarial seal this thed, Q,day oféf’m

3

Notarys Public &

, 19575,

S e A —— X . W S —— & o e ot
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{ and Trustee for Richard L., Ray and Darlene D, Lincoln, to me well known to be

.. day Of _;/Q‘vu% » 19 & 2.

+ STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

‘acknowlédged the due execution of said instrument by themselves for the purpose

therein expressed.
B

>_Zdayof )/)MPVZ-&\_/ 19556

Personally came before me this day Ruby Mae Ray, as Executrix, Agent

the person who signed the .foregoing lLease, who acknowledged the due execution

of said instrument by herself for the purposes therein expressed.

Witness my hand and notarial seal this the Q2¢ day of gjz::p s 1953.

My commission expires the

COUNTY OF YANCEY
Personally came before me this day R. E. Tippett and Ben Blalock, to

me well known to be a part of the persons who signed the foregoing Lease, who

Witnesslmy hand and notarial seal this the _L.day of ;gggg,: s l953§

Notary Public()

My comm1531on expires the

B s

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF MITCHELL

Persbnally came before me this day Sam Phillips and John Phillips, toév
me well known to be a part of the persons who signed the foregoing Lease, who
acknowledged the due execution of said instrument by'themselves for ‘the purposes

therein expressed.

Witness my hand and notarial seal this the ;L; day of 'g;édﬂ,‘ » 1953,

/&W

My commission expires the Notary Public
2 7/day of _“Hpn ,» 19.5¢.

P





’ y Mae Ray,
Nu-Wray, Inc.

Mrs Ju.ia Wra.y R Presidex{t

,Amm Qa)r\b Oz)ma»e

Rush Wray, Secretary e






MF-203 - . OWNER'S CONSENT TO LIEN !
WHEREAS, the undersigned, ag owner, co-—owner, lessor, or seller has an interest in certain

property in the State of North Carolina , County of __ Yancey  gescribed as
Situate in Burnsville Township and known as a part of the G. D. Ray boundary.
follows:)/ BEGINNING at a point at the top of the ridge directly above the old Briney

running in a N.W. direction along the top of the ridge 500 feet; thence S. W,
e e s nget to apst.ake: thence N, E. 25(’)0 feet to the

ridge- to-the point. of BEGINNING.
2 > . XY 3 3 he 0ld g]le 1i
Bailey Mine, Old Burleson Mine, Briney Mine, Green Mine, Buzzards Roost Mine, W. B‘.

o; thence M. W. along the top-of-the

top-of the ridg
halne-—3dnten 0 angd 0 ge Dolph Hen 2Y

ha

o

014

which is the subject of a proposed eXploration project contract, hereinafter called the "contract",
between the United States of America, hereinafter called the "Government", and

2/ R. E. Tippett, Ben Blalock, Sam Phillips and Jolm Phillips

hereinafter called the "QOperator"; and

WHEREAS, under certain provisions of said contract which are set forth on the reverse
side hereof, the Government is entitled to a percentage royalty on production and to certain other
rights and equities which do or may conflict with or be adverse to the interest of the undersigned
in said property;

NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in consideration of said contract and as an inducement
to the Government to enter into same, undertakes and agrees as follows:

1. The Government's equity in and right to dismantle, sever, take possession of, and
remove and dispose of facilities, buildings, fixtures, equipment, or other items as provided in
the contract, or any amendment thereof, shall prevail over and be prior and superior to any con-
flicting or adverse rights of the undersigned, and the Government is authorized to enter upon the

land for such purposes.

2. To secure the payment to the Government of the percentage royalty on production3/
provided for under the terms of said exploration project contract, or any amendment thereof which
does not increase the maximum amount of the Government's claim here stated or alter the provisions
for repayment, there is hereby granted to the Government a lien upon the land herein described and
upon any production of minerals therefrom, until the royalty claim is. fully paid in the amount of
the Government's contribution, not in excess of 4/% , or ten
years have elapsed from the date of the contract.

' 3. The undersigned shall commit no act nor assert any claim that may contravene or con-
flict with the lien, claim, or rights of the Government under the provisions of said contract.
This agreement shall be binding upon the heirs, executors, administrators, successors, and assigns
of the undersigned.

Dated this ___18th. day of Hay , 105 3_.

[oeal]

[Seal]

M@Wm
Mrs. Pansy hay

1/ Either (a) insert the legal description of the land, or (b) strike out the words "as follows"
and insert "in a lease [or contract, deed, or other document] dated , and
recorded in book . ﬁage : official records of said county." If (b) is used,
the book and page of recordation cannot be dispensed with. If the space provided is insuf-
ficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space.

i 2/ Insert the name of the Operator as it will appear in the exploration project contract.

+ 3/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence of production there is

+ °  no obligation to repay the Government.

g 4/ Insert the maximum amount of the Government's contribution.

[Seal]

Qs
oS
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I RELEVANT CONTRACT PROVISIONS

Repayment by Operator. (a) If, at any time, tye Government considers that a discovery
or a development from which production may be made has resulted from the exploration work, the
Government, at any time not later than six months after the Operator has rendered the required
final report and final account, may so certify in writing to the Operator. The certification shall
describe bfoadly or indicate the nature of the discovery or development. 1In the event of such
‘gertification, any minerals mined or produced from the land described in Article 2 within 10 years
from the date of this-contract, including any mined or produced before the certification, shall
be subject to a percentage royalty which the Operator or his successor in, interest shall pay to
the Government, upon the net smelter returns, the net concentrator returns, or other net amounts
realized from the sale or other disposition of any such production, in whatever form disposed of,
including ore, concentrates, or metal, until the total amoupt contributed by the Government, with-
out interest, is fully repaid, or said 10 years have elapsed, whichever occurs first, as follows:

(1) One and one-half (14) per cent of any such net amounts not in excessof eight dollars
($8.00) per ton.

(2) One and one-half (1l}) per cent of any such net amounts, plus one-half "(}) per cent
such net amounts for each additional full fifty cents ($0.50) by which such net amounts exceed
eight dollars (§8.00) per ton, but not in excess of five (5) per cent of such net amounts.

(For instance: the percentage royalty on a net amount of five dollars ($5.00) per ton,
would be one and one-half (1l%) per cent; onanet amount of ten dollars ($10.00) per ton, three
and one-half (3%) per cent.)

(b) As here used, "net smelter returns", "net concentrator returns", and "other net
amounts realized from the sale or other disposition", mean gross revenue from sales; or if not
sold, the market value, the market value of the material after it is mined in the form in which
_and the place where it is held In the case of 1ntegrated Operatlons in which the materlalls not

dlsposed of as such these terms mean what is or would be gross ‘incomé from m1n1ng Operatlons ‘for
percentage depletion purposes in income tax determination.

(¢) To secure the payment of its percentage royalty, the Government shall have and is
hereby granted a lien upon the land described in Article 2 and upon any production of minerals
therefrom, until the royalty claim is extinguished by lapse of time or is fully paid.

(d) This article is not to be construed as imposing any obligation on the Operator or
the Operator's successor in interest to engage in any mining or production operations.

Title to and disposition of property. All facilities, buildings, fixtures, equipment,
or other items costing more than $50.00 each, paid for or purchased with funds contributed jointly
by the Operator and the Government, although title may be taken in the name of the Operator, shall
belong to the Operator and the Government jointly, in proportion to their respective contributions,
and upon the completion of the work or the termination of the contract shall be disposed of promptly
by the Operator for the joint account of the Government and the Operator, either by return to the
vendor, by sale to others, or purchase by the Operator at a price at least as high as could other-
wise be obtained, as may appear to be for the best interest of the Government, unless the Govern-~
ment, in writing, waives its interest in any such item. If necessary to accomplish such dispo-
sition, the Operator shall dismantle, sever from the land, and remove any such item, the cost
thereof to be for the joint account of the parties in proportion to their respective interests.
If the Operator, w1th1n 90 days after the“recelpt of written notice from the Government fails,
neglects, or refuses to dispose of such property, the Government may itself enter upon the land, °
take possession of, and remove and dispose of any such property as above provided.

Interior—-Duplicating Section, Washingtom, D. C.
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Ruby Mae Ray, Executrix

Nu-Wray, Inc.

‘By%MWM’/

Mrs. Julia Wray, President

{SEAL)






MF-203 OWNER'S CONSENT TO LIEN Y-

WHEREAS, the undersigned, as owner, co-owner, lessor, or seller has an interest in certain
. ~ /f; . A i

property in the State of North Carolina , County of Yancey , described as
Situate in Burnsville Township and known as a part of the G. D. Ray boundary.

follows:l/ BEGINNING at a point at the top of the ridge directly above the old Briney

Mine and runn in a N.W. direction along the top of the ridge 500 feet; thence S.
0 ing ng o) apstake' thence N, E. 2500 feet to the

top-of-‘the- ridge, thence -N. W— along the- top-—ef -the ridger to the point "Gfr—BEGINNING

he " and_-sh ) a e 0ld Dolph Hen By

Old Ba.ile e, Old Burleson Mine > Briney Mine, Green Mine , Buzzards Roost Mine s, We Be

r

which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter called the "contract",
between the United States of America, hereinafter called the "Government", and

2/ R. E. Tippett, Ben Blalock, Sam Phillips and John Phillips

hereinafter called the "Operator"; and

WHEREAS, under certain provisions of said contract which are set forth on the reverse
side hereof, the Government is entitled to a percentage royalty on production and to certain other
rights and equities which do or may conflict with or be adverse to the interest of the undersigned
in said property;

NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in consideration of said contract and as an inducement
to the Government to enter into same, undertakes and agrees as follows:

1. The Government's equity in and right to dismantle, sever, take possession of, and
remove and dispose of facilities, buildings, fixtures, equipment, or other items as provided in
the contract, or any amendment thereof, shall prevail over and be prior and superior to any con-
flicting or adverse rights of the undersigned, and the Government is authorized to enter upon the

land for such purposes.

2. To secure the payment to the Government of the percentage royalty on production3d/
provided for under the terms of said exploration project contract, or any amendment thereof which
does not increase the maximum amount of the Government's claim here stated or alter the provisions
for repayment, there is hereby granted to the Government a lien upon the. land herein described and
upon any production of minerals therefrom, until the royalty claim is fully paid in the amount of
the Government's contribution, not in excess of 4/8% : , or ten
years have eolapsed from the date of the contract.

3. The undersigned shall commit no act nor assert any claim that may contravene or con-
flict with the lien, claim, or rights of the Government under the provisions of said contract.
This agreement shall be binding upon the heirs, executors, administrators, successors, and assigns
of the undersigned.

Dated this ___18th. day.or ___  May , 195 3 _
t j 724...&% [~ea1]
[Seal]
[Seal]

1/ Either (a) insert the legal description of the land, or (b) strike out the words "as follows"
and insert "in a lease [or contract, deed, or other document] dated ., and
recorded in book page official records of said county.”" If (b) is used,
the book and page of recordation cannot be dispensed with. If the space provided is insuf-
ficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space.

2/ Insert the name of the Operator as it will appear in the exploration project contract.

3/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence of production there is
no obligation to repay the Government.

4/ Insert the maximum amount of the Government's contribution.






1 RELEVANT CONTRACT PROVISIONS

Repayment by Operator. (a) If, at any time, the Government considers that a discovery
or a development from which production may be made has resulted from the exploration work, the
Government, at any time not later than six months -after the Operator has rendered the required
final report ard final account,.may so certify in writing to the Operator. The certification shall
describe broadly or-indicate! the nature of' thé discovery  or development.  In the event of such

-certlflcatlon any minerals mlned or produced from the land described in Artidle .2 within 10 years
“from the date of this: contract, 1nclud1ng any mlned or- produced -before the. certification, shall
be subJect to a percentage royalty which . the Operator. or; his successor in 1nterest shall®pay .to
the<Government upon the net smelter returns, the net cohcentrator returns, or.other net amounts’
realized  from the sale.or other disposition of any. such productlon,‘ln .whatever form disposed of,
including ore, concentrates, or metal, until the total amount contrlbuted by . the Government, with-
out interest, is fully repaid, or said 10 years have elapsed, whlchever occurs first, as follows:

(1) One and one-half (1}) per cent of any such net amounts not in excess of eight dollars
($8.00) per ton.

[ . Ny ‘ -, i .
PO A

(2) One and orie-half (lg) per cent of any such nef amounts, plus 6he;ﬁeif'(%f per cent
such net amounts for each additional full fifty cents ($0.50) by which such net amounts exceed
eight dollars ($8.00) per ton, but not in excess of five (5) per cent of such net amounts.

(For instance: the percentage royalty on a net amount of five dollars ($5.00) per tonm,
would be one and one-half (1}) per cent; onanet amount of ten dollars ($10.00) per ton, three
and one-half (3}) per cent.) o S S T '

(b) As here used, '"net smelter returns", "net concentrator returns", and "other net
amounts realized from the sale or other disposition", mean gross revenue from sales; or if not
sold, the market value, the market value of the material after it is mined in the form in which
and the place where it is held: .In the case of integrated Operatlons 1n whlch the material is not
disposed of as such, these terms mean what 1s or would be gross income from’ m1n1ng operations for
percentage depletlon purposes in income tax determination.

(c) To secure the payment of its percentage royalty, the Government shall have and is
hereby granted a lien upon the land described in Article 2 and upon any production of minerals
therefrom, until the royalty claim is extinguished by lapse of time or is fully paid.

(d) This article is not to be eonstrued as imposing any obligation on the Operator or
the Operator's successor in interest to engage in any mining or production operations.

_Title to and disposition of property. All facilities, buildings, fixtures, equipment,
or other items costing more than $50.00 each, paid for or purchased with funds contributed jointly
by the Operator and the Government, although title may be taken in the name of the Operator, shall
belong to the Operator and the Government jointly, in proportion to their respective contributions,
and upon the completion of the work or the termination of the contract shall be disposed of promptly
by the Operator for the joint account of the Government and the Operator, either by return to the
vendor, by sale to others, or purchase by the Operator at a price at least as high as could other-
wise be obtained, as may appear to be for the best interest of the Government, unless the Govern-
ment, in writing, waives its interest in any such item. If necessary to accomplish such dispo-
sition, the Operator .shall dismantle, sever from the land, and remove any such item, the cost
thereof to be for the joint account of the parties in proportion to their respective interests.
If the Operator, within 90 days after the receipt of written notice from the Government, fails,

neglects, or refuses to dispose of sugh property, the Government may itself enter upon the land, *

take possession of, and remove and dispose of any such property as above provided.

‘\1»: @ "
R A > A
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Interior--Duplicating Section, Washington, D. C. E
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UNITED STATES RIS S A T
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR “*% -
BUREAU OF MINES:

CT?¢ .,

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
October 7, 1952 %W/
Memorandum Q/VW
To: Normetallic Minerals Division
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration
From: Chief, Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials Branch

Subject: DMEA-264T, Mica, Wray Mica Mine, Burnsville,
North Carolina

T concur in the field team's recommendation for a

exploration program in the amount of $7,200.

e =W 4

W. F, Dietrich





' IN REPLY REFER TO:

o « G-MD-CNM
UNITED STATES TG
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR '~ Nv S

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY LR

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. Sep 23 LY
September 26, 1952 . _. 7 .,
RV S
Aitag (e v
Memorandum prov e

REVIEW OF FIELD TEAM REPORT ON APPLICATION DMEA-2647 (mica)

To: L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

From: R. E, Van Alstine, U, S. Geological Survey

Applicant: Clarence Sparks, John and Kenneth Blalock.

Name of property: Wray mine.

Location of property: SE of Burnsville, Yancey County, North
Carolina, .

Date of field team report: September 19, 1952,

Authorship of field team report: K, H. Teague, A. L. Peyton,
L, E. Shirley.

Field team's recommendation:

Dewater and recondition New South shaft; deepen it "to 140
feet." Drive 40-foot drift northward to intersect possible
down~rake of mica zone, If unsuccessful drive L4O-foot drift on
pegmatite to the south from the most likely place between the
3140~ and 3200-foot level. Total cost $7,200, '

Comments:

1. Shaft is to be deepened LO feet to 3140-foot level,
not to 140 feet as stated on page 4.

2. Proposal to drift northward from New South shaft
is not supported by the following data quoted in
field team report, taken from a report made by a
geologist who mapped the mine when it was accessible.
P. 2 ~ "Very little mica was seen in these workings
(northward from the New South shaft), and the
whole operation seems to have been unprofitable.,”
P, 3 - "The possibilities north of the new south
shaft seem to have been exhausted. No adequate
testing to the south, however, seems to have been
done."
Based largely upon the information in the report
by the geologist that mapped the pegmatite when
it was last accessible, the target appears to be
a possible third lens along a discontinuous mica
shoot beneath barren quartz-plagioclase pegmatite
(see map) in a part of the Wray mine that seemed
to have been the site of an unprofitable operation.






ACTION SUGGESTED:

Possibly proposal should be restricted to exploration
south of the shaft, where testing is said to have been in-
adequate. If it is felt that the exploration north of the
shaft is justifiable, follow the field team's recommendation.

£ 5 Vi Webino

R. E, Van Alstine





GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

Spruce Pine Yica Depot
September 29, 1952

ﬁE?ﬁRiiﬂEifl OF THE liTERI0N
Defense Flinerals Administration
REGEINED

SEP 30 1952

Mr. Lawrence G. Houk, Chief

Non-Metallic Minerals Division

Defense Minerals Exploration Administration
Washington 25, D. C,. '

Re: Mica Sample - Wray Mine
Dear Mr. Houk:
Mr. Sam L. Phillips has presented a sample of mice to the
depot, from the Wray Mine, in Yancey County, and reocuested that our
buyers pass on it as to color, and acceptability under the -present

- Government Purchasing Programe.

We have found this sample to be ruby mica, and acceptable
under this Program.

Yours very jtruly,

'W‘o So Fly‘rrb
Superint endent

WSF /irm





UNITED STATES R

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR S

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION S o
- ASENCTEN 250000 CLTDE LY

Room 13, Post Office Building
Knoxville, Tennessee

September 19, 1952

Remorandum
Tos Operating Committee, DVEA - Washington
From: Field Team, IMEA - Region 7, Knoxville, Tennessee

Subject: Field Examination Report, DMEA=26L7 (mica) Wray Mine.

Sparks, Blalock and Blalock, applicants,

Enclosed are L copies of the Field Examination reports
on the subject application, and 6 extra copies of t_,he mape

The Field Team agrees with the field examiners in
recommending exploration on this pegmatite. The contract should

be prepared on the short form.

PL A e

Robert A, Laurence, Executive Officer
Field Team, IMEA Region 7

Vi

Wme. A. Beck, for V. J. Lynch
U. S. Bureau of Mines






UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

REPORT OF EXAMINATION BY FIFLD TEAM, REGION VII

IMEA=26L7T, WRAY MINE (mica)

Applicants: Clarence Spraks, John Blalock,
and Kenneth Blalock
c/o Clarence Sparks, Burnsville, N. Ce

By
Kefton H, Teague, Geologist
U. S. Geological Survey
A. L. Peyton, Mining Engineer
and

Lawrence E, Shirley, Mining Engineer
U, S. Bureau of Mines

September 19, 1952






Report of Field Examination on

IMEA=-26L7, WRAY MINE, (mica)

Applicantss Clarence Sparks, John Blalock,
and Kenneth Blalock.
¢/o Clarence Sparks, Burnsville, N. C,

The Applicant's lease covers only that portion of the mine
south of the small stream which crosses the mine property, namely the
Dolph Hensley, and the New. Shaft portion of the mine, The Applicants
rropose to deepen the New South shaft L0 feet and drive drifts on
the pegmatite to the north and south,  The Field Team believes that
this proposal has merit, and recommends the following program:

Dewater and recondition the New South shaft. 166 feet

@ $20/ft. $2000,00
Deepen shaft 4O feet @ $60/ft. 214,00,00
L0-foot drift to N, on 31LO ft, level:
@ {35/5t, 1,00,00
Lo-foot drift to S. between 3140 and
3200 foot level @ $35/ft., 14,00,00 :
Total estimated cost $7200,00

Estimated time 110 shifts

The Field Team examined the pronerty on September 9, 1952 9
accompanied by John Blalock and Clarence Sparks, two of the applicants.,
Three hours were spent on the examination.

The Wray mica mine (formerly known as the Ray mine) is in
Yancey County; North Carolina, 2.3 miles S, 31° E of Burnsville, It
lies on a steep hillside half a mile east of Bowlens creek, and can be
reaclied by automobile from Burnsville over the following route: drive
south on North Carolina Highway 197 (paved) for 0,9 mile from U. S.
Highway 19%E, then southeast on the Bowlens Creek road (paved) for l.l
miles and finally eastward up a poor, rocky dirt road for half a mile.

No buildings or facilities are on the property. As stated in
the lease and apparently shown on a sketch attached to the original
application; this application covers only the two southermmost openings,
namely the Dolph Hensley and the New South Shaft. The attached map
shows these workings and the extent of the recommended exploration,






The lease covers adequate area to permit the proposed exploration,

The following description of the geology and workings is taken
from John M, Parkers II{,unpublished report for the U, S. G. S.,; dated
WMay 19Lli. No work has been done since that date., The mine is now flooded.

"The Dolph Hensley or Bailey workings lie near the crest of the
low ridge south of the stream. They consist of a steeply inclined shaft
that connects an old pit with an adit (now closed) from the west, as
well as drifts at two levels (see the underground map and sections A=B
and C=D), Northeastward from the shaft the pegmatite thickens markedly
to as much as 35 feet, and a core of alaskite is present. To the south-
west it pinches to a few inches at the surface and at the 3228 to 3238
foot level. The pegmatite widens rapidly at this lower level; and
was very rich in mica for a distance of about LO feet, It has been mined
out to approximately the 3208=-foot level." '

“'The new south shzft is about 100 feet deep, and from its bottom
a drift extends 160 feet to the northeast. The last 70 feet of this
érift was stoped at two 1evels§{in the upper one the lowest Dolph
Hensley works were encountered. The pegmatite is more than 15 feet
thick at the foot of the shaft, but narrows to L feet near the inner end
of the drift; at the heading it is cxpanding again to the north. Very
little mica was seen in these workings, and the whole operation seems
to have been umprofitable,"

tpbout 80 feet east of the Dolph Hensley shaft is a small cut

" (Hicks cut) with an incline that plunges southwest. At the portal the
pegmatite appears to crop out over an elliptical area; gneiss can be
observed zbove and on both sides of the pegmatite, and apparently below
as well," :

"The pegmatite consists chiéfly of white plagioclase feldspar
(albite-oligoclase) and blue-gray yuartz, mostly in masses as much as
5 to- 6 inches across. Some of the plsgioclase is glassy. White microe
cline in large masses (1 1/2 feet) is sufficiently eboundant to forn a
significant by-product of mining operations; some is pale green amazon-
stone, Biotite occurs sparingly in scattered irregular aggregates of
flakes., Black tourmaline in thin crystzls as long as 2 inches is
abundants it occurs as individual crystals and in irregular clusters or
radiating aggregates, It is commonly bent or broken; with the fractures
filled by quartz. Pale green translucent to transparent beryl is also
abundant and occurs as well=formed crystals 1 1/2 inches in maximum
thickness, Small red sarnet crystals and fine granular masses of garnet
are plentiful. Autunite, thulite, and columbite-tantalite are present
but rather rare.M





""The muscovite is of good grade; and is of clear; red rum color.
Some is ruled or had "A" structure, What little mica can be seen in
the mine seems to be most abundant near the walls. It is reported to
be concentrated in "chimneys" or shoots, but this could not be checked
by observation,’!

MMEA=264T. page 3 |

1at, the Dolph Hensley workingzs the prospects to the north look
poor. The bottom was not exposed, hence it is not known whether the
- mine could be deepeneds'

""The possibilities north of the new south shaft seem to have been
exhausted., No adequate testing to the south; however, seems to have
been done, In both the Dolph Hensley and the new south shafts cone
siderable portions of both hanging and footwalls have been left; these
might have yielded mica."

The proposal as indicated in the application is completely
confused, Whoever prepared.it had no idea of the problems involved
and used their imagination freely. The proposed explorations as dis=
cussed by Blalock and Sperks at the time of the field examination is
essentially the same as the one recommended in this report,

The recormendation for exploration is based on the following
observationss

(1) The size of openings shown on the plan and longitudinal
section of the Dolph Hensley shaft suggest that a lens of mica rich
pegmatite occurred in that area probably between the 3250 and 3265=
foot level,

(2) The above report by Parker states that "To the southwest..
eoeal the 3?38 foot level the pegmatite was very rich in mica for a
distance of about L0 feet. It has been mined out to approximately
the 3208=foot level,.! :

(3) If these represent two different lenses, then there is a
suggestion that the discontinuous mica shoot rakes to the southwest
at an angle of approximately LS5O0, By deepening the 100=foot shaft
and drifting to the north, the down rake extension of the zone should
be cut, .

It is recommended that the New South shaft be dewatered and
reconditioned., This shaft is in unweathered rock and should be in
good condition, Following reconditioning of the shaft it should be






> = ~

DMEA=26L7- page L

deepened to 140 feets A LO~foot drift should then be driven
northward to intersect the possible down-rake of the mica zone.
Should this program be successful, then no additional exploration
is warrentedy however, if it is unsuccessful a LO-foot drift should
be driven on the pegmatite to the south from the most 11kely place

between the 3140 and 3200 foot levele.

Estimated costsof this program are shown in the first part of
this report.

Sept. 9, 1952
K. H. Teague, USGS

L. E. Shirley, USBM
A. L. Peyton, USBM

an
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF MINES 10/
A A
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. ww phhty A 24

August 19, 1952

Memorandum

To: Nommetallic Minerals Division
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

From: Chief, Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials Branch

Subject: DMEA-2647, Wray Mica Mine, Yancey County,
North Carolina

On the basis of the applicant's description of present
exposures, a field team investigation is recommended. General
location within proximity of productive ruby mica mines supports

possibility of obtaining ruby mica.

W. F. Dietrich






. IN REPLY REFER TO:
- "\' 2 .

UNITED STATES G-MD-CNM
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR B
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY "
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.
Memorandum August 13, 1952

REVIEW OF APPLICATION DMEA-2647 (Mica)

To: L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration.
From: P. L. Weis, U, S. Geological Survey.

Applicant: Clarence Sparks, John Blalock, Kenneth Blalock.
Name of property: Wray Mica Mine.

Location of property: Yancey County, North Carolina.
Estimated cost of project: $8,936.50.

Summary of applicant's proposal:

Sink a 5 x 7 foot shaft to a depth of 120 feet, and
drift from it to pegmatite contacts in various places on the
way down.

Sources of information on applicant's property: .

1) U. S. Geological Survey Confidential Report, 1944, by
J. M. Parker,

2) U. S. Geological Survey maps by Parker and Wolf.

3) Purchase records, Colonial Mica Corporation,

Comments:

1) The applicants state that they expect to encounter three
pegmatites in the anticipated shaft, but geologic maps,
cross sections and written reports indicate the presence
of only one pegmatite, with an essentially vertical dip.
The New South and Dolph Hensley shafts are in this peg-
matite, and are connected by workings on two levels that
extend through the pegmatite.

2) According to observations and recommendations by Parker,
the most favorable sites for further exploration are, in
order of preference:

(a) The hanging wall side of the pegmatite near
the Jess Penland cut,

(b) The hanging wall side of the pegmatite near
the Brownie shaft.

(c) Those parts of the pegmatite remaining on
the hanging wall and footwall between the
New South and Dolph Hensley shafts.

(d) The area south of the New South shaft.

The exploration program should be modified in view of

the above recommendations by Parker, and a more practical,
and preferably somewhat less expensive program should

be laid out. Although production from this mine has been
substantial in the past, there is reason to believe that
much of the pegmatite is now mined out. Any exploration
plan should recognize the likelihood that future production
will probably not constitute more than a relatively small
fraction of past production.






RECOMMENDATION:

Refer to the field team, to work out a more practical
exploration program, and one more in keeping with the geology

LN

Paul L. Weis
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‘JForm. MF-lQﬁ%(\ Budget Bureau No. 42-R1035.1.

(Revised June 195!‘)
R

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
FENSE MINERALS ADMlNlSTRATIOkA

ik m‘f’ ‘
& \‘7‘« YS o MF-103 Should Be Filed With General Technical Data Form MF-100
6\3\\ ~“~“‘<&<> ’},3 Not To Be Filled in by Applicant

APPLICATION FOR AID FOR AN Docket No.  DMER -~ QbdD ...
O~ EXPLORATION PROJECT PURSUANT TO Metal or Mineral T
MINERAL ORDER 5, UNDER' Date Received .. &2l F oo

' Amount §

DEFENSE PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950

+

Participation (Government %)

|—_Clarence Sparks, John Blalock

@ Name and
& Kenneth ‘Blalock tr/a <% *Qv@e‘/a"" address of
applicant

Wray Mica Mine
c/o Clarence Sparks
Burnsville, North Carolina

L

If you have already filed MF-100, give date filed .

——

, type of assistance requested ..

DMA Docket Number (if available)

INSTRUCTIONS

Read Mineral Order 5, Regulations Governing Government
Aid in Defense Projects, before completing this application.
Submit four copies each, of the signed application form, Gen-
eral Technical Data Form MF-100, and answers to questions
as specified, to Defense Minerals Administration, Department
of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or to the nearest field

have previously filed MF-100, it is not necessary to file it
again. However, you should indicate in space provided above
the type of assistance previously applied for (loans, procure-
ment contracts, etc.) and DMA Docket Number, if available.
When a question is inapplicable it should be so stated in the
form. Additional sheets should be attached in answering any

executive office thereof, with your name and address on each
sheet of the application and all accompanying papers. If you

questions or in supplying additional information. IF YOU
CANNOT ANSWER A QUESTION, SO STATE.

1. (a) Give a description of the real property that Wlll be in any way involved in the exploration project, including any existing
mine or operating property.

(b) If you are not the owner of the property, submit a copy of the lease,‘purchase option, or other agreements under which
you are authorized to operate the property with each copy of your appllcatlon

(¢) Give the legal description of the exact parcel, plot, or area upon which the exploratxon is to be conducted.

NoTE: (1) If both areas are the same, so state. The only obligation to repay the Government is from the net earnings
from any commercial discovery made in the area specified in (¢) above in which the exploration is to be con-
ducted, and the expenditure of funds which may be charged as costs of the project must be limited to that

area or to work necessary to perform the exploration in that area.

(2) If applicant is not the owner of the property or if there are any liens or encumbrances against the property,
copy of agreements of claimants, lienors, encumbrances, and lessors subordinating.their interests in the prop-
erty to the interest of the Government under the Exploration Project Contract will be required for attach-
ment to the Contract.

- 2. (a¢) What metals or minerals do you expect to find?

(b) Furnish statement of the geologic features of your property, giving type of ore deposit and reasons for expecting to find
commercial ore bodies. Illustrate with maps or sketches. If you have a geologic or engineering report, or assay maps

showing width and grade, please send them with application, stating whether or not you wish to have them returned.
- 16—64067-2
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Pa
The information requested Jestions 8, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 below should t‘swered specifically and in detail,zs this

information will be attached to and mcorporated as part of the Exploration Project Contract, if such contract is entered mto
with you by the Government.

ANSWER EACH QUESTION ON SEPARATE SHEETS OF PAPER AND SUBMIT A COPY OF EACH ANSWER
FOR EACH COPY OF YOUR APPLICATION.

3. (a) Describe fully the proposed work and give the total cost of the project.
(b) State the time required to start the project and to complete it.

4. Submit a map or sketch of the property involved showing a plan (and cross section, if needed) of the present mine workings
and the location of the proposed exploration work as related to geologic features, such as contacts, veins, ore-bearing beds, etc.

5. Furnish an 1tem1zed list of existing facilities, buildings, mstallatxons, and ﬁxtures Wlth a statement of the cost of any neces-
sary rehabllltatlon or repairs to put into useful and operable condition.

~

6. Furnish a detailed list of additional facxhtles, buildings, and fixtures to be purchased 1nsta11ed ,or erected by you, with the esti-
mated cost of each item.

7. Furnish a detailed list of operating equipment, separated into items to be—
(a) Rented
(b) Purchased
(¢) Furnished by you

with the rental, purchase price, or depreciation of each item, as the case may be, to be charged as a cost of the project.

8. Furnish an itemized schedule of labor, by numbers and classes (miners, muckers, etc.) and of supervisors by numbers and
positions, with the maximum wages or salaries to be paid to each.

9. Furnish a detailed list with estimated cost of each item for mé,teriéls, supplies, engineering, assaying, accounting, power,
water, utilities, and any other items not provided for above.‘

10. (a) How much are you prepared to invest in the proposed project?
b) Is this amount sufficient to pay your part of the cost of the project, in accordance with the regulations on Government
participation (Sec. 9 of MO-5)?

11. State any conditions or circumstances regarding the property not sufficiently brought out by the foregoing questions.

- R CERTIFICATION

The undersigned company, and the official executing this certification on its behalf, herei)y certify that the information con-
tained in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete to the best of their knowledge and belief.

Clarence Sparks, John Blalock

& Kenneth Blalock tr/a - : - : <
Wray Mica Mine, 5 ) _
; ; .

(Name of company) - ’ -~ (Signature of authorized official)
| : August T, 1952 % M

(Date) (Title)

Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a willfully false statement or representation to any department or agency
of the United States as to any matter within its )ll!‘lsdlctlon

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—64067-2
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Mr. Cla:ence Sparks
Burnsville )
North Carolina

My dear Mr. Sparkst

Subject: IMEA~26L47

Re: Exploration Assistance
Wray Mine B
August 12, 1952

The receipt of your application dated August 7, 1952,

for exploration assistance under the Defense Production Act of 1950,

as amended, is hereby acknowledged.

Your application has been assigned Docket Number DMEA-2647

and referred to the Non<Metallic Minerals Division.

Kindly refer to DMEA~2647 in any future correspondence

relating to your application.

Sincerely yours,

ROBERT E, ADAMS

Robert E. Adams
Chief, Operation's Control

and Statistics Division

25451
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C. BRASWELL COLLINS
ATTORNEY AT LAW

THE ARLINOTON BUILDING .
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. . T
LR AR OTE Ehe oL

WASHINGBTON S, D. C. .

Beioous oot loavaion

FRE0ED

NATIONAL 7808

August 8, 1952 RiGal1 ?952

Mr. Lawrence A. Houk

Room 4635

Defense Minerals Exploration Administration
Department of the Interior

19th & E Streets, N. W.

Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Houk:

Tendered herewith is an application in quadruplicate for the
Wray Mine, Yancey County, North Carolina.

If any other information is desired, please feel free to call
upon the sgervices of this office.

Sincerely yours,
‘C. Braswell Collins

CBC /amb

Enclosures






STATE OF NORTH, CAR&J‘IA .
COUNTY OF %425:5‘!’

POWER OF. ATTORNEY

m @j ajo-c,é ‘ v - the partners and the

-

JOlnt venturers 1n the partnership of ‘L) e m,m_e .

do hereby appoinf C.‘B. Collins our attorney and empower him to act in our stead
before the Defehse Minerals. Exploration Administration, QMPA, and other Government
agenéies having jurisdiction over mining exploration and production incentives and
empower him to prosecute our applications and to enter into contracts with gaid
agencies binding us, with the same force and effect as if any one of us or all of
us were to negotlate, sign, or enter into said contracts.

Done this 7 day of W% in the County of

W/ s State of North Carollna

(SEAL)

_ (SEAL)

(SEAL)

(SEAL)

(SEAL)

State of North Carolina

County of

L), RM , a Notary Public in and for
the State of North Carcline do hereby certify that &a ALANAA i;& ﬁ 4

did -t‘ﬁis L7 _day of W‘L /7$ %ersonally appear before me and

{

'execute the above set forth power of attorney
B \M?QG%MMM )

Wotary Public

My Commission Expires:

od; 20 1a5Y
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COUNTY OF YANCEY

THIS LEASE made this the 6th day of May,.1952, by Mrs. Alice S. Byrd,
a widow, of the County of Buncombe and State of North Carolina; J. Frank Ray
end wife, Ruby Ray, of the State of Washington; Mrs. J. A. Higgins, a widow;

Mrs. Pansy Ray, a widow; end Nu Wray, Inc., a Corporation, all of the County

of Yancey and State of North Carolina and hereinefter called parties of the

first part, to John Blalock, Sam Phillips, Kenneth Blalock and Clarence Sparks
" z Ak
of the County of Yancey and State of North Carolina, hereinafter called

parties of the second parﬁ:

WITNESSETH

THAT FOR AND IN CONSIDERATION of the sum of $1.00 in hand paid by the
parties of the second part to the parties of thé first part, receipt of which
is hereby acknowledged, and the further consideration of full compliance with
£he agreements'hereinafter gset forth, the parties of the first part have bar-
gained and leased and do.by these presents bargain and lease unto the.parties
of the second part, their successors or assigns, the exclusive rights and pri-
vileges of mining and removing minerals from that tract or parcel of land

situated in Burmeville Township, County of Yancey and State of North Carolina

‘end described as follows:

KNOWN as the Bailey Hole and Hicks Mine and including area between
the two branches, one being on the North side and one on the South
gide of said mines or openings.

And the terms and conditions of this Lease are as follows:

1. TERM. This Lease shall be for a period of three years from this
date with the privilegevof renewal £6r an additional three years, providing
that the terms and: conditions of said Lease are fully complied with.

2. RIGHTS CONVEYED. Full mining rights gnd privileges, including
the right of ingress and egress, right to construct road ways, flume lines,
power lines, tram roads; erection of machinery and buildings and the use of
timber on said property, except such timber as would make saw timber, is
hereby granted.

3. TROYALTY. The royalty for all minerals mined and removed from the

said property shall be paid to Dover R. Fouts, Trustee, for the benefit of

a——— e






o ®
Mrs. Alice 8. Byfd; J. Frank Ray and wife, Ruby Ray; Mrs. J. A. Higgins; Mrs.
Pansy Ray; and Nu Wray, Inc. The royalty to be paid shall be one-eighth (1/8)
of the sales price of all Mica mined and removed from said property; 50¢ per
ton for all‘Feldspar'mined and removed froﬁ said property; and‘forvall other
minerals mined and removed from said property the usual and customary royalty
prevailing in Yancey Counfy, North Carolina.

L., TIME OF PAYMENT. Royalty shall be paid on the 1st and 15th of each
month and duplicate sales slips shall be furnished to the Trustee, hereinbefore
named,lshowing the amount of minerals sold and the price obtained therefor.

5. CESSATION OF MINING OPERATIONS. Mining operations shall begin with-
in 60 days from the date of this Lease and shall continue with reasonable
regularity and if mining operations cease for a period of 60 days then this
Leasecshall be null and void, unless the cessation of mining operations.is
prevented by weather conditions or conditions usually termed Acts of God. :

6. BREACH OF IEASE. If the parties of the second part, their succes-
sors or assigns, fail to comply with any of the conditions or provisions of
this Lease then said Lease, or any renewal thereof, shall be null and void i
and all the rights granted hereunder shall cease. And the parties of the
first part, their successors or assigns, may re-enter said proﬁerty without
any actioﬁ at law to declare said Lease, or any renewal, void. However,
upon said Lease becoming null and void the parties of the second part, their

successors or assigns, may have 45 days within which to remove any machinery

or buildings from said property.
7. TROADS. Tt is understood and agreed that any roads used or construc-l
ted by the parties of the second part, their successors or assigns, to carry i
on miﬁing operations may likewise be used by the parties of the first part, i
their successors or assigns, in carrying on operations on any other lands in
the territory owned by them, but the use of such roads shall not interfere

with the rights of the parties of the second part, their successors or assigngﬁ

8. ASSIGNMENT. The parties of the second part, their successors or l

assigns, agree that they will not make any assignment of this Lease without !
the written permission of the parties of the first part.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, this Lease has been executed in duplicate in the
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/ s;/ Ruth W. Gauthier
| My Commission Expires Feb 23, 1954

¥

ATTEST:

/s/' Rugh T. Wray
- Secretary

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

' COUNTY OF YANCEY

My commission expires the
\
L5 day of -~ April 19 53

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF BUNCOMBE

My Commission Expires the

D day of A pril 1953

;

way and manner hereinafter indicated by the affixing of hands and seals and
by said instrument being signed by the granting Corporation by authority of

its Board of Directors duly given, as of the day and year first above written.

/s/ Mrs. Alice 8. Byrd (SEAL)

/s/ J. Frank Bay - (SEAL)

/s/ Ruby Rdy - (SEAL)
' h ‘ " _ her

/s/

Mrs. J. A. Higgins ~Tark(SEAL)

[s/ Mrs. Pansy Ray . (SEAL)
/g/ _John Blalock . (SEAL)
/s/ Sem Phillips - (SEAL)
/s/ _Kenneth Blalock - (SEAL)
/s/ Clarence Sparks ~_(SEAL)

Nu Wray, Inc.

By /s/ Mrs. Julia Wray

of said instrument by themselves for the purposes fherein expressed.

' Personally came before me this day Mrs. J. A. Higgins, Mrs. Pansy Ray,
John Blalock, Kenneth Blalock and Clarence Sparks, to me well known to be the

persons who signed the foregoing Lease and who acknowledged the due execution

[y

Witness my hand and notarial seal this the 30 day of May, 1952.

[s/

G. M. Angel

Notary Public

Personally came before me this day Mrs. Alice S. Byrd, to me well known
)

i to be the person who signed the foregoing lease and who acknowledged the due
! execution of said instrument by herself for the purposes therein expressed.

Witness my hand and notarial seal this the 30  day:.of May, 1952.

[s/

G. M. Angel

Notary Public

e s F— ——— T — .  — —— b 1
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STATE OF WASHINGTON
CITY OF WALIA WALIA

Pergonally came before me this day J. Frank Ray and wife, Ruby Ray, to

me well known to be the persons who signed the foregoing Lease and who acknow-
ledged the due execution of said instrument by themselves for the purposes

therein expressed.

Witness my hand amnotarial seal this the 15th day of _ May 1952.

/s/ Gail Gilpatrick
My Commission Expires the Notary Public

10th day of November. 19 55. i
STATE OF NORTH CABOLINA
COUNTY OF YANCEY

Personally came -before me, the undersigned Notary Public, on this day
Mrs. Julia Wray, who being duly sworn, says:

That she is President of Nu-Wray, Inc., one of the Grantors in the E

foregoing Lease, and that Rush Wray is Secretary of said Corporation; that

she knows the Corporate Seal of said Corporation. That she, the said Julia

Wray, signed the said instrument as President of said Corporation and Rush
Wray signed the instrument as Secretary in attestation thereof ahd he, the ]
. said Rush Wray, affixed the Corporate Seal to said instrument in the presence
of said President and that said instrument is the act and deed of said Cor-

poration and the execution thereof was duly authorized by the Board of Direc-

tors duly given.

Witness my hand and notarial seal this the’ 30 day of May, 1952.

[s/ G. M.-Angel
T Notary Public

My commission expires the

5 day of April 1953.
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‘ Subject:

July 24, 1953

laurandm '

Adninistrator j _
Konutanic Finerals m.viuon

A donial ot exploution assistance and closing roviov
Docket ¥o. DMRA-2647 - Miea -
. Property:  Wray Mine (formerly Ray Eim)
Purnsville: Tavnahip, Yancey cmmty, -
" Borth Carolina S
- “Located 2.3 miles S 310 W of
" Burnsville, North Carolina -
- Applicant: Sem L. Phillips, John
"~ Phillips, R. B. Tippett, and Ben
Blalock, a partasrship (I»élue':) o
.. (Application originally presented by
.- Clarence Sparks, John Blaloek and -
Xenneth Bla.lock). o ,
Amownt requested: $8,936. 50
Mo Contract: Application denied
. Bxamination Bepors of Field Tesm,
. 8ated Sept 19, 1952. Authorn-
X. H. Teague, A. L. Peyton, and . -~
L. B. Shi.rl_ey; ' S

'!

i.

52 “RBec'd appliCation Form ME-103.

Rec'd memo from P. L. Veis, u. S.‘G. S. suggsating 8. fi.eld

- team rsferral. S

'Ree'd memo from ¥. F. Dietrich, u. . B..X, sugzesting &

field team referral.
Ree'd Repori of Exzmination by Piald Team, Region VII, y

. Authore-X, H. Tesgus, A. L. Peyton, and L. E. Shirley . o
"~ A projeet in the amount of 37,200.00 is suggested in raport. .

Rec'd momo from R. ¥. Van Alstine, U. S. @.. 5. which points.
dut some limitations but sugge:ts follwing nﬁomndation '
of Sxamination Heport.

Rec'd memo from.¥. ¥. Dietrich, U. S. B. M. eo;cm with
!itld !nn rctomndattonc. o :





11/6/52 I-etter to- Sah L. Phillips rogard.tng an Owner's cemt to
o Lien. ' Property ownsrs are many and widsely scattered. MNr
_.  Phillips has had difficulty acquiring all signatures,
Fote:  Processing of application held in abeyance many menths
. at the request of Mr, Fhillips, FPinally in June 1953 he
presented » new lease, nevw Oner's Consent to Ma, and
nev names of partners. - e oo

6/3/53 . Re¢'d new lease from Mr. Sem !.. Phillips - S
_6/15/53 Operating Comnittee reguesied Nr. xemnu. Ragion III to -
S ‘re-sxamine the applicatiom.
a 6/23/53' ‘Sent Administrator's letter to Mr. Sam Phillips requesting
- - new application and. to establish agsigmaent of application
, by muynnt of interest of formr partneu to the new . .
o "Pmur‘o - R
6/23/53 . Rec'd memo from Peld Ton. DMEA, Region YII ‘1 ansver to <
© 7 Operasing Committee's letter of 6/15/53 ?ie:m Tean .
©  agreesble to a denial of spplication if if;ahitgton Office
.- - does not- oomiw th. crit-ria. quﬂeinnt to justify .
: ,projoet. o , ST o

R. e: _ . _ A
; This ¢xploration eoncarns a niea—hoaring pogmatite provioulr
! ninod through twe shafts separated, ons from tlie other, about 150 - :

 feet; ons, kiuown as the Dolph Hensley Shaft is 70 feet deep, and the

other, the New South Shaft is 100 feot deep. 'Aceompanying ithe DMEA-

Examipnation Heport is an excellent nap vith sections showing in detail
_ tho twe shafts and connecting underground.drifis and stopes. - - .
The mine is now filled with water and at the time of -
,iup»tion Wy the IMEA Field Tesm, there was liitle to observe. The'.

‘engineers vere comollad to base their deductions and recomnaations:’jf

~ on the historic repdrt end maps periaining $o the property preparod.

o by Jobn K, Parker 111, U. S. G. 8., in 1964, o
' The report by the field enginsers recommended an exploration

- projeet eonsisting of sinking the Wew South Shaft another 40 feet snd
. drifting therefrom about 40 feet north ami 40 feet south ’l‘ho tork o
| was ‘estimated to cost $7,200.00. '
: . The proposed project was based on the mtion tiut wiea
 .enrichment (mow mined out) described by Parker as ocowrring in ome
. stope at 3250 to 3265 ¢levations and occurring in a second at 3228 to
3308 elevations, represented tvo séparate lenses and that recesurring -
- ~lenses might occcur dipping downward and raking to the Southwest. '
. However, there is ne positive c¢riteria that such is the case and it -
| ss a prow;nuy that is somewhat mmte, The 165 foot drift merth





. . V |

frem the Now South Shaft cut under the stoped ground andrshmd‘

: " negative results, and to try at a greater depth, 4o teet,
) -_propoied, would likewise prove ncgativo, in all probablhty

Upon the request of the Operating Committee, the DKEA

‘Field Team restated their vietn, ooneluﬂing their roply as

fellwc. ,
*If this poni‘binty (in reference to the reoceurring

leoases) Goes not seem good enouvgh o Jusiify an o
-xpioration eontnet, ve reccmnd that the application

Thoro. thprefore. seenms to be genoral agreemene that the

' basis for a project is weak and this is emphasized when one
" . observes the proposed work indiceted on Lo:gttuainal Projection
- -0 of accomnanying map of the Hray ¥Vire. :

. Commente and minen ion.

This cpplication project is an cxalplo ot a difficult

:~.cxplargtion to appraise. There is little observable critcrh,

and even with the historic report and exeellent plan and sections

‘prepared by Mr. Parker, a dstermination is difficult to maks.
However, after weighing the pros and cons, as best possible, tfhc

Bonmetallic Minerals DPivision feels that the proposal is iamsuf-

- ficiently sound to reecmmend for a contract. . The application for - A
egloration assistance shcmld be denied. S S

Jasyer 7. Robcrtson o
%;’onmotallic %’inerals Division

o .’J"J?Robertsbn:dec' 7/24/53
' Copy to: Admr. R..File -

Docket File S S
' Mr. Houk . Lo





UNITED STATES

. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ™" "¢ " 7777
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION - - : ‘
- ROQMJ3 ResTOBEISEBLDG. -
KNOXVILLE 2, TENN. Ch
June 23, 1953
Tot ' Operating Comittee, D E f- Washington

Frome Field Teamy D M E A= Region VII

Subjocts Docket No, DMEA~26LT (mica) Wray Mica Mine, Clarcnce Sparks, Applicant
. Burnsville, N. C.

Reference is made to the Operating Committee's letter regarding
subject application, , : -

_ A review of availsble file data on subject mine does not in-
dicate that adequate surface possibilities exist northeast of the
- Dolph Hensley shaft or southwest of the New South Shaft to justify surface
exploration in those areas, \ S

. The Dolph Hensley shaft is caved and probably has been system=
atieally robbed, thus there is lit:le hope of approaching the pegmatite
from that area, o

The Field team report and recommendztions therein is based ale
‘most entirely on a study and interpretation of Parker's, ete., report and
+ maps. The examiners based their recommendations on the possibility that =
- -another concentration of mica might occur at depth as sugzested in item 3
of the examination report, : : S ' R

.‘ . If this possibility does not seem good enough to justify an
- exploration contract, we recommend thet the application be denied,

‘Robert A, I-aurenco, Executive Officep
'D. !{. E- A. ' . .

. Wm, A: Back, for V. J. Iynch
U. S. Bureau of Mines :

RAL/an

act
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

JUN 2 3 1953

Br. San L. Phillips
Sprwee Pine, North Careolimm

Spayics
ey Mics Mine
) Parnsville, Horth Carolina
Dear Mr. Phillips:

Relerence it waie to your letter of Juw 2, ad-
Arespsed 1o Mr. Lavrence G. Houk, Chief, Hormstsllic Minerals
Division, asnclosing therein a new lease on the N¥ray Nine,
referred to in appiiestion for ixplomation Projest Contrmet,
Docket No. DMEA-2047.

The contyact applicetion is mmde in the nume of
Clarence Sparks, John Blsloock, and EKemewth Blalock, dolng
business as the Wrey Kioa Mine, snd i3 8 by M. C. B.
Colline as attormy-in-fast for these viduals., The
nev legse which you have sent indicates that the lessces
are . E. Tippett, Den Blalonk, Sem L. Phillips, and Jobn
PMillips. dYNone of thase individuals sppear tO be parties
to the originmal epplieation, and mneither do they seem to be
meubers of .the organisation Inown as the ¥ray Mies Nine.
Consequently, an exploration project samtraci cannot be
issued in your name with respeat to this property unless--

1. You obsain & statemsnt from all the
signers of the origimal appliocation, or thelir
attormey-in-fact, that they have withdrewn in
your favor.

2. You eign and formard s nov spplication,

' 3. You infora the Government of the namms
of those with vhom the explorstion project son--
trest 1s 0 be made; if there is to be & pertner-
ship, itz neme, if say, should slso bde furnished.

*incerely yo:rs,

4

AKene/end 6/23/53 C. 0. Mittendorf

Sl \
. Comm. ntetrator
14 Team,Reg. VII(2)

‘-“/l. QG. m
J.L.Bofflund A.E.Kans chron. pending
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ire D0burt . louresce - ubject: - Doeked o, GO - (Hea
cxoculive Wldeow, LA : Clarence Ooavks
c30IG Can, Jeuion VIX : .22y cilen ine

~ou2 A2, Jont ITice .28z, Boasville, ort: Garoling

fnoxville 2, jennessee
uesr Mr. Lauvrence:

feference 1s wa”e to the muhjact - idestion ant the
Lield teanm veport vihish recomended racmdltioning <he fisw South
haaty desjening It 40 feet and drifting 40 feet north ang 40
L6t couth, fup o toiad szponidture of 7,200.00, -

Lorowiow at the Fleld tean Porapl

eusaeiadly tho

Sortian qusted frem Joam o, farkey ¥ wruidohed v, o,

Goclordeal oy Sooort, indieaser %o this

Affire that $ho

axpreach 4o oxnioring fxio vrumetite dn dapch oTTars i8451e ohonoe

of makl g 2 aignificant discovery of xica.
and the drift on the 2,180 fcot level indier

The Nov Couth Shafd
to thad any couthuoste

tmrd raliag shoots had keeled cut. | hat cyrfase posribilitiesn

exist north of the UJolrk Hensley ‘haf't and ¢
ilow Louth (hafty

it 40, therefore, suggestod thet you re-exauine the Cate

o the aouth of the

in your files vith a view %o recamending o nev arctreank to-

exploping his pecmatite.
' | Uincerely yourc,

George C. Seifridge ™

Chatrzan, Cpevating Comittoe

'@M; : - " LGHouk:gad 6/10/53

Copy tos Admr., R. File

\J. H. Hedges

ikmber, Sureau of Hines

A. R. Kinkel, Jr.

Hombor, Geologleul (urvey

Docket File
Operating Comittee
Mr. Dietrich, 3526 | :
Mr. larrabee, G-232 GSA Bldg.
Mr. Houk) -~ ‘ 4
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UNITED STATES D:%s:c Doty 4
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR TR
BUREAU OF MINES QT ¢ Tz

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

Qctober 7, 1952

Memorandum

Tos Sormetallic Minersls Divieion
Defense Minersls Exploration Administration

From: Chief, Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials Branch

Subject: IMRA~2647, Mics, ¥ray Mica Mine, Burnsville,

I concwr in the field temm's recomméndation for e
exploration program in the mmount of $7,200.

W. ¥. Dietrich





© W Sem L. Pllips Subjests Decket Wo. DAC'-2647 - Miok o

Spruce Pine S . Viray Mica Mae . .

- Worth CGarolima " - nm.mn., North cnro]_{u

Durﬁr. ﬁxiinpm .

. Beference 15 aade to ‘the nhjnt ducbt. !en wm
_recall that in & telephons conversation ve advised that the ,
C o prosessing of & comtomct o the Lray Mios Mine was bsing held -
L up untdl we recsived an Omart's cmt t.a i simed lv ﬂn :
;-nmalmotthnim : .

48 you Tnov, the mmg lense ¢ of short amtim, C
L mly thres years, and undet such circmtanwa Oamer 's Conpent
tcua cannot be weived, -

Pluse advine &S aa. to thn progreu beinc zmde m

-“‘»":Miumaiwtmtntﬁcmmacmwm

- Govermment llen. Flsase let ws hear from you at your earliast o

U‘Vecgvtnimc'

) : ST Houwnluc )ﬁ.nuls Mﬂs!ﬂ
'; mebartaemzad n/6/52

‘ "‘:v-";."cepytm jdn B. File

. Pield Team, Rtgim Vil
Docket Fils
!" Mr. Dietrich, 3526 -
© . Me. BNortem, 6-232 GSA Bldg
Me. Houk
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WASHINGTON 25, D.C.
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September 26, 1952

Qe

Memorandum
REVIEW OF FIELD TZAM. REFORT ON APPLICATION DMEA-2647 (mica)

To: L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

From: R. E. Van Alstine, U. S. Geological Survey

Applicant: Clarence Sparks, John and Kenneth Blalock.

Name of property: Wray mine.

Location of property: SE of Burnsville, Yancey County, North
Carolina,

Date of field team report: September 19, 1952,

Authorship of field team report: K, H. Teague, A. L. Peyton,
L. E, Shirley. '

Field team's recommendation: :

Dewater and recondition New South shaft; deepen it "to 140

feet." Drive 40-foot drift northward to intersect possible
down-rake of mica zone. If unsuccessful drive 40-foot drift on
pegmatite to the south from the most likely place between the
3140~ and 3200-foot level, Total cost $7,200.

Comment.s: :

1. Shaft is to be deepened 40 feet to 3140-foot level,
not to 140 feet as stated on page 4.

2.  Proposal to drift northward from New South shaft
is not supported by the following data quoted in
field team report, taken fram a report made by a
geologist who mapped the mine when it was accessible.
P. 2 - "Very little mica was seen in these workings
(northward from the New South shaft), and the
whole operation seems to have been unprofitable."
P, 3 - "The possibilities north of the new south
shaft seem to have been exhausted. No adequate
testing to the south, however, seems to have been
done."
Based largely upon the information in the report
by the geologist that mapped the pegmatite when
it was last accessible, the target appears to be
a possible third lens along a discontinuous mica
shoot beneath barren quartz-plagioclase pegmatite .
(see map) in a part of the Wray mine that seemed
to have been the site of an unprofitable operation.
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ACTION umGEbTAD'

Possibly proposal should b- restricted to oxploration o

south of the shaft, where testing is said to have been in-
" adeguate, If it 1a felt that the exploration morth of the
shn.tt 18 Juﬂ.iﬁable, follov thc i'ield team'a raoomandation.

R Be Van A_,Istinc :

Van Alstine jeh _
1.G=9/26/52 - ' :
: c¢c: Director's rea.ding A212 GSA Bldg..
' Branch '2 U .
Norton i‘lles G-228 DL N
Va.n Alstine G-230 T
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URITED STATES |
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINLRALS EXPLORZTION AIMINISTRATION

 RE’ORT OF EXAMINATION BY FI:LD TiAM, REGION VII

IMEA-260,7, WRAY MINE ]mical

Appllcants: Clarence Spraks, John Blalock,

and Kenneth Blalock
¢/o Clarence Sparks, Burnsville, N. Ce.

By

Kefton H, Teague, Geologist
U. S. Geologlcal Survey

A. L. Peyton, Mining Engineer
and

Lawrence E, Shirley, Mining Engineer
U. S. Burcau of Mines S

. Reviewed by
DMEA OPERATING COMMITTEE :

September 19, 1952





‘)

Report of Field Exmmination on

Applicantss Glarance Sparks, John Blalock,
and Kenneth Blalock, , i
¢/o Clarence Sparks, Burnsville, N, C.

The Applicant's lease covers only that portion of the mine
south of the small stream which crosses the mine property, namely the
Dolph Hensley, and the New Shaft portion of the mine, The Applicants
propose to deepen the New South shaft LO feet and drive drifts on
tiie pegnatite to the north and south, The Ficld Team believes that
this proposal haes merit, and recormends the following program:

Dewater and recondition the New South shaft. 108 feet

@ $20/et, $2000400

Deepen chaft L0 feet @ §60/ft, 2400400
L0efoct drift to N. on 3140 ft. level

@ 335/8t, 11,00.00

LO-foot drift to S. between 3140 and ,
3200 foot level @ $35/ft. | 1400,00

Total estimated cost £7200,00
Bstimated time 110 shifts

The Field Team examined the property on September 9, 1952,
accompanied by John Blelock and Clarenge Sparks, two of the applicants.
Three hours were spent on the examination,

The Wray mica mine {formerly known as the Rey mine) is in
Yancey County, North Carolina, 2.3 miles S, 310 E of Burnsville, It
lfes on & steep hillside helf a mile:east of Bowlens creek, and can be
reached by automobile from Burnsville over the following routet drive
south on North Carolina Highway 197 (paved) for 0.9 nile from U. S.
Highway 19¥E, then southeast on the Bowlens Creek road (paved) for 1.4
miles and finally eastward up a poor, rocky dirt road for half a mile,

lio buildings or facilities are on the property. As stated in
the lease and apparently chown on a sketch attached to the original
application, this application covers only the two southermmost openings,
namely the Dolph Hensley and the New South Shaft. The attached map
shows these worlkings and the extent of the recommended exploratione

\v
<





. .
Y e ,

The lesse covers adequate ares to permit the proposed exploration.

. ‘the following description of the geology and workings is tazen
from John M, Parkers IIX wrpublished report for the U, 5. G. 5., dated
May 194k. Ko work has been done since that date, The mine is mow flooded.

_ “The Dolph Hensley or Bailey workings lie near the crest of the

low ridge south of the stream. They consist of a steeply inclined shaft
that oconnects an old pit with sm adit {now closed) from the west, as

well as drifts st twe levels (see the underground map and ssctions A-B

sud C=D), HNortheastwerd from the shaft the pegmatite thickens merkedly

to as much as 35 feet, and s core of aluskite is present, To the south=
west it pinehes to & fow inches st the surface and at the 3728 to 3238

foot leval, The pegmatite widens rapidly at this lower level, and

was very rich in mica for a distance of about 0 feet, It has bcen mined .
out to aiproximately the 3208~foot level.” : o

"fhe new south shaft is about 100 feet desps and from its bottom
a drift extends 160 feet to the northoast. The last 70 feet of this
drift was stoped st two levels; in the wpper one the lowest I'olph
Hensley works were enoountered. The pegmatite is more than 15 feet
thiek at the foot of the zhaft, but nerrows te L feet ncar the inner end
of the drift; at the heading it is expanding again to the north. Very

~ 1ittle mica was seen in these workings, and the whole operation seems

to have been urprofitable.” ' » '

*about 80 feet east of the Dolph Hensley shaft is a small cut
(Hioks cut) with en incline thet plunges southwiest, At the portal the
. peguatite appears to erop out over an ellipticel eresj gneiss can be
v»obs,u.'lyled sbove and on both sides of the pegmatite, and apparently below
as well." ‘ o

T "ue pegmatite consists chiefly of white plagiacliase feldspsy
(albite~oligoclase) and blueegray qusris, mostly in mesces as muoh ds
_ 5 to 6 inches scross. Soms of the plagioclase is glassy. Waite micro-
| " cline in large masses (1 1/2 feet) is sufficiently sbourdant to form &
- significant by-product of mining operations; some is pale green smason-
t . stons, Blotite ocours sparingly in scettcred irregular aggregstes of
\ : flskes. Blaok tourmaline in thin ¢rystals as long as 2 inches is
. - sbundant; it ocours as individusl erystals and in irregular clusters or
\  radiating aggregatess It is commonly dent or broken, with the fractures
\' " filled by quarts. Pale green transiucent to transpivent beryl is also
‘' sbundant and ocours as well-formed c ystals 1 1/2 inches in maximm
\ thickness., Smsll red garnet crystals and fine gramilar messes of gernet
are plentiful. Autunite, thulite, and columbite-tantslite are present
but rather rave,' , _
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""The muscovite is of good grade, and is of clear, red rum color.
Some is ruled or had ¥A® structure, What little mica can bs seen in
the mine seems to be most abundant near the walls, It is reported to
be concentrated in "ehimneys" or shoots, but this could not be checked
by observation,'

At the Dolph Hensley workin;s the prospects tc the north loock
poor. The bottom was not exposed, hence it is not known whether the
mine could be deepened,'

'The possibilities north of {the new south shaft seem to have been
exhausted. No adequate testinz to the south, however, seoms to have
been done, In both the Dolph Hensley and ths ncw south shafts cone
siderable portions of both hanging and footwalls have besn left; these
might have yielded mica.'

The proposal as indicated in the appllcaz.mon is completely
confused, Whoever prepared it had no idea of the problems involved
and used their imagination freely. The proposed explorations as dise
cussed by Blalock and Sparks at the time of the field examimation is
essentially the same as the one recommended in this report,

The recommendation for explo:-ation is based on the following
observa‘bions: -

' (1) The size of openings shown on the plan and longitudinal

section of the Dolph Hensley shaft suggest that a lens of mica rich
pegmatite occurred in tha'b area probably between the 3250 and 3265«
foot level,

(2) The above report by Parker states that "To the southwest..
esetlt the 3238 foot level the pegmatite was very rich in mica for a
distance of about L0 feet. It has been mined out to approximately
the 3208-foo'b level.*

- (3) If these represent two different lenses, then there is &
suzgestion that the discontinuous wmica shoot rakes to the southwest
at an angle of approximately 50, By dsepening the 100=foot shaft :
end drifting to the north, the down reke extension of the zone should
be cut,

It is recommended that the New South shaft be dewatered and
reconditioned, This shaft is in unweathcred rock and snould be in
good condition. Following reconditioning of the shaft ii should be
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127 .f«//%
deepened ;b’o:/ﬁc feet, A }0=foot drift should then be driven
northward to intersect the posaible down-rake of the mica sone.
Should this program be successful, then no additional exploration
is warrenteds however, if it is unsucceassful a LO-foot drift should
be driven on the pegmatite to the south from the most likely place
between the 3140 and 3200 foot level, : ‘

Estimated cost of this program are shown in the first part of
this report, ' ‘

. K. H. Teague’ UsGs
L. E, Shirley, USEM
A, L, Peyton, USEM
zn
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UNg STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE IN
EFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATI

IOR

Budget Bureau No. 42-R1035.1.

MF-103 Should Be Filed With General Technical Data Form MF-100

TS

» \"\, APPLICATION FOR AID FOR AN
EXPLORATION PROJECT PURSUANT TO
' MINERAL ORDER 5, UNDER

DEFENSE PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950

(3
<%
<

Not To Be Filled in by Applicant

Docket No. . DMEN=-2L4 7.

Metal or Mineral

Date Received ... g- ”"5.—3_

Amount §$ -
Participation (Government %)

[ Clarence Sparks, John Blalock ]
& Kenneth Blalock tr/a
Wray Mica Mine
/o Clarence Sparks
&Bumsxulle , North Carollna
|_ _ Date

Name and
address of
applicant

If you have already filed MF-100, give date filed

DMA Docket Number (if available)

, type of assistance requested

INSTRUCTIONS

Read Mineral Order 5, Regulations Governing Government
Aid in Defense Projects, before completing this application. .
Submit four copies each, of the signed application form, Gen-
eral Technical Data Form MF-100, and answers to questions
as specified, to Defense Minerals Administration, Department
of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or to the nearest field
executive office thereof, with your name and address on each
sheet of the application and all accompanying papers. If you

have previously filed MF-100, it is not necessary to file it
again. However, you should indicate in space provided above
the type of assistance previously applied for (loans, procure-
ment contracts, etc.) and DMA Docket Number, if available.
When a question is inapplicable it should be so stated in the
form. Additional sheets should be attached in answering any
questions or in supplying additional information. IF YOU
CANNOT ANSWER A QUESTION, SO STATE.

1. (a) Give a description of the real property that will be in any way involved in the exploration project, including any existing

mine or operating property.

(b) If you are not the owner of the property, submit a copy of the lease, purchase option, or other agreements under which
you are authorized to operate the property with each copy of your application.

(¢) Give the legal description of the exact parcel, plot, or area upon which the exploratioh is to be conducted.

NoteE: (1) If both areas are the same, so state.

The only obligation to repay the Government is from the net earnings

from any commercial discovery made in the area specified in (¢) above in which the exploration is to be con-
ducted, and the expenditure of funds which may be charged as costs of the project must be limited to that
area or to work necessary to perform the exploration in that area.

(2) If applicant is not the owner of the property or if there are any liens or encumbrances against the property,
copy of agreements of claimants, lienors, encumbrances, and lessors subordinating their interests in the prop-

erty to the interest of the Government under
ment to the Contract.

2. (a) What metals or minerals do you expect to find?

the Exploration Project Contract will be required for attach-

(b) Furnish statement of the geologic features of your property, giving type of ore deposit and reasons for expecting to find

commercial ore bodies.

Illustrate with maps or sketches.

If you have a geologic or engineering report, or assay maps

showing width and grade, please send them with application, stating whether or not you wish to have them returned.

16—64067-2
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~ The information requested in*stions 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 below should be an!vered specifically and in detail, as this
information will be attached to and mcorporated as part of the Exploration Project Contract, if such contract is entered mto

- with you by the Government.

10.

11.

ANSWER EACH QUESTION ON SEPARATE SHEETS OF PAPER AND SUBMIT A COPY OF EACH ANSWER
FOR EACH COPY OF YOUR APPLICATION.

. (a) Describe fully the proposed work and give the total cost of the project.

(b) State the time required to start the project and to complete it.

." Submit a map or sketch of the property involved showing a plan (and cross section, if needed) of the present mine workings

and the location of the proposed exploration work as related to geologic features, such as contacts, veins, ore-bearing beds, ete.

. Furnish an itemized list of existing facilities, buildings, installations, and fixtures with a statement of the cost of any neces-

sary rehlabilitation or repairs to put into useful and operable- condition.

. Furnish a detailed list of additional facilities, buildings, and fixtures to be purchased, installed, or erected by you, with the esti-

mated cost of each item.

. Furnish a detailed list of operating equipment, separated into items to be—

(a¢) Rented
‘(b) Purchased
(¢) Furnished by you

with the réntal, purchase price, or depreciation of each item, as the case may be, to be charged as a cost of the project.

. Furnish an itemized schedule of labor, by numbers and classes (miners, muckers, etc.) and of supervisors by numbers and

positions, with the maximum wages or salaries to be paid to each.

. Furnish a detailed list with estimated cost of each item for materials, supplies, engineering, assaying, accounting, power,

water, utilities, and any other items not provided fox: above.

(a¢) How much are you prepared to invest in the proposed project?

(b) Is this amount sufficient to pay your part of the cost of the project, in accordance with the regulations on Government
participation (Sec. 9 of MO-5)?

s

State any conditions or circumstances regarding the property not sufficiently brought out by the foregoing questions.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned company, and the official executing this certification on its behalf, hereby certify that the information con-

tained in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete to the best of their knowledge and belief.

Clarence Sparks, John Blalock

& Kenneth Blalock tr/a
Wray Mica Mine W %W

(Name of company) 4 \'(Slgnature of authorized official)
August 7, 1952 - 622 i/‘ﬂ/\/ ﬁéﬁ >
(Date) : (Tltle)

Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a willfully false statement or representation to any department or agency

of the Umted States as to any matter within its Juusdlctmn

U. S. GOYERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—64067-2





lll ‘

MF 103 _ Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

Clarence Sparks, John Blalock
. & Kenneth Blalock tr/a

Wray Mica Mine

c/o Clarence Sparks
Burnsville, North Carolina

1. (a) See lease attached as Exhibit A.
(b) See Exhibit A.
(c) Both areas are the same. See map marked Exhibit B.

2. (a) Strategic grade sheet mica meeting quernment_purchase specifications.
(b) See U. S. Geological Survey map attached as Exhibit C.

3. (a) It is proposed to sink a 5x7 shaft to a degfth of 120 feet commencing at
the 3380 foot surface level and lowering it through the three inferred
pegmatites which appear to exist at approximately the 3186, 3238, and
3253 foot levels. (See composite map of the "New South" and "Dolph
Hensley” shafts and drifts as mapped by J. M. Parker and J. R. Wolfe,
May 2, 194k, attached.)

Three pegmatites have been penetrated at the southern end of this mining
property, and it appears that they run parallel, one on top of the other,
in a general NE course through the mining property.

The applicant will lower the proposed shaft through each of these levels
with the exception of penetrating one or more of these inferred mica-
bearing ore bodies. At each level a pegmatite is penetrated, and mica- .
bearing ore is contacted, it is proposed to drive a drift 20 feet on
each side of the shaft at each such contact so as to determine the mica .
richness and general mineralization of each pegmatite so penetrated.

Tt appearing that at least two pegmatites will be penetrated, the total
drifting would be 40 feet for each level, or a total of 80 feet. If

the field team or mining engineers of DMEA should suggest any altera-

tions to this proposal, their suggestions shall be adhered to and followed.

(b) Tt is contemplated that the exploration project will be completed within
16 weeks after a contract is granted.

Set forth below in itemized form are the expected expenditurés which
are itemized and classified.

LABOR , 1 week 6 WEEKS
2 Muckers at ' 60 ea. 1,920
1 Drillman at 70 1,120
1 Hoist Operator at $70 1,120
Sugervisor
L time at $50 ~-800
%,960





£ MF 103 Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

Clarence Sparks, John Blalock
§ Kenneth Blalock tr/a ‘

Wray Mica Mine

c/o Clarence Sparks

Burnsville, North Carolina

EQUIPMENT
Rental
1 Air Compremsor 105 cu ft at $200 per month 800
1 Jackhamer at $50 per month . 200
135 air Sump Pump 60
1 Hoist with 28" pulley blocks and 300' 3" steel cable 800
1 Jack leg at $50 per month - -200
- 2,060
Purchase
150 feet 2" black pipe at 60¢ 90.00
50 feet 2" water hose at 95¢ 47.50
250 feet 1" black pipe at 4O¢ 100.00
50 feet air hose with fittings and oiler 65.00
500 feet guy wire (3") : 110.00
2 Buckets 80.00
1 Blasting Generator 65 .00
: 55T.50
SUPPLIES
Gasoline 1000 gals at 28¢ 280
0il 10 gallons : 9
Dynamite & Caps $50 per wk. 800
1,500 ft. rough Lumber at $80 per M , 120
Pipe wrenches, elbows, fittings 50
Phovels, picks, wheelbagrrovws - 50
Safety helmets, boots 50
" 1,359

TOTAL 738,936.50





ME 103 Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

Clarence Sparks, John Blalock
& Kenneth Blalock tr/a

Wray Mica Mine

cfo Clarence Sparks

Burnsville, North Carolina

. Map attached.

l
5. There are no existing facilities which may belutilized.
6. See 3(b) above.
7. (a) see 3(b) above.

(b) See 3(b) above.

(c) None

8. See 3(b) above.
9. See 3(b) above.

10. [(a) 10% in cash.
(b) Yes.

11. Breakdown of work.

Shaft:

120 feet shaft

Working at rate of 2 feet per day

2/120  equals 60 working days or 3 months
2,238.10

4/8,936.50 cost per month
2,238.10

6,71&)30 cost for sinking shafts

-$55.95 per foot of depth
120/ 76,71k 30

5x7 size of shaft 120" deep
5x7 x 120 equals 4200 cu. ft.

27785200 equals 155 cu. yards.

/$g;§3%;§l per cu. yd.
155/$6,71%.30





MF 103

Clarence Sparks, John Blalock
& Kenneth Blalock tr/a

Wray Mica Mine

c/o~Clarence Sparks

Burnsville, North Carolina

Drifting.
80 feet of drifting

- 2T:97 per foot of drift

80/ 2,238.1 cost per month

k feet of drift per day

20/80

Defensge Minerals Exploration Administration
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BEN T. BLALOCK

Mr., Ben T, Blalock was borned in Yané'y Counjby st Celo and lived -
in Yancy County @1l his life, He is 62 years old., He has & high
sch'oolAeduca‘ticn. His first job was .m:'ming and he has mined all

~ his lifé; The‘_f‘of.llowring sre some mines he has worked at, Big Ridge,
. phn_ny G;)uge, 0ld Pr_egley,I Gibbs Mine:,‘ ‘Bailey Mt, liine , Deer Pork
Mi;_le; in Mii;.cheil Cbupty snd m&ny. q__theri. He worked for Un{ted‘
.Fe).dsPEr ,fof 18, yesrs 'a_s Superindent '_of Mine, The ics:tv mine he
he has worked wes Caréon Rock in Yapc;y County.for mica exclusive,

- Referencess

Mr. J. P. MoKin.ney
Spruce Pine
N' cg N :

¥r, W, S, Flynt .
pmeemme N T
| Wiy e
{57/a¢‘z%éééﬁﬁﬁ??%'Iéaé%éﬁfV

Befense Hincrais Administration
-RECEIVED

JUH19 €53

Mr, Herb Hell v
Newdals
i, C.
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BEN T. BLALOCK

Mr. Ben T, Blnlogk’waa borned in Yency County ¢t Celo and lived
in Yency County ;11 his life., He is 62 years old, He has a high
school educttién. His fifat job wee mining and ho'hal mined all
his life. The following are some mines he has worked at, Big Ridge,
Fanny Gouge, did Presley, Gibbs Mine; Baiiey Mt, Mine , Deer Park
Mine in Mitehell County @nd many others. He worked for United
Feldsper for 18 yéara 88 Suppriﬁdent of Ming,'_Tbe_iést mine he
he has worked ﬁas Carsdn Rock in ngcy County fci mice exclusive,

References:

Mre J; P, McKinney
Spruce Pine
H’ c.
¥r, W, S, Flyﬁt
Spruce Pine '
. 'N_Q Ce
© Mre Herb Hall =~ : i ,
Newdale . . '
N, C, : )
I i ﬁ
| {}
§ Ty
"
¥ .
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BEN T. BLLIOCK

Mr. ben T, Blilock'was borned in Yeucy County st Celo &nd lived
in Yenoy County all his life. He is 62 yesrs old. He hes  high
school educstion, -His-firat job-wnp-mining_and he hes mined &1l
his life. The following srs some mines he has worked at, Big Ridge,
Fanny Gouge, Old Presley, Gibbs line, Bailey kt. Kine , Deer Psrk
¥ine in #itchell County &nd many others. He worked fbr United
Feldspsr for 18 yesrs a8 Superindent of ¥ine. Ihe lest mins he
he hae worked was Curson Kock in Ysncy Ccunty for micl'cxclusive.'

Refarences:

‘Mre J. P. ¥oEimney
. Spruce Fine
Vﬁo co -
) Mro “o 5. '1‘71yn€
Spruce Pine
Ne Co
Mr., Herd Hell

Newdale
¥, C,






BEN T. BL&IOCK

Kr._Ban T, Blalock was borned in Yency County at Celo snd lived
in Yenoy County #11 his 1ife. He is 52 years old. He hes & high
school educstion. His first job was mining and he hes mined all
his life. The following sre some mines he has worked at, Big Ridge,
| ‘Fanny Gouge, Old Presley, Gibba Mine, Bailey Mt. ¥ine , Deer Pork
?7"- o ¥ine in'ﬂitch011 Ccunty snd meny 6th§rs. He worked for United

Feldspar for 18 yesars ss Superindent of Mine. ihe lest mine he
he has worked wsa Carson Kock in Yoncy County. for mioa exclusive,
Heferences:. | | |
Mr'. J. Po ¥0Kinn°y
- Spruce Pine
¥. C.
) ‘¥r, %, S, ¥lynt.
- - Spruce Pine
vﬂ. Ce
i n " Mr. Herb Hell

Newds le
N, C.





HS¥ T. BLaLOCK

Mr. Bcn T, Blalock was borned in Ysncy County at Celo snd lived ‘
in Yaney County all hie lifo. He ts 62 yesrs old, He hes & high
scbool cducation. ﬁin first job wes nining and he has mined a1l
his life, The following sre some minn he rn worked at, Big Ridgo,
Fanny Gongo, 01d Pruloy, Gibbs Iino, Builoy lit. ¥ine , Deer Psrk 4
¥ine in Mitoheu County snd many othorl.- He worked for United
l-’aldspar‘for 18 ynf. ss Superindent of Mine, Ire lest mine ks
he has worked was Carsen Kook in Ysncy County for mica exclusive,
References:

* Spruce Pine
M. G,
M. W, 5. Flynt
Spruce FPine
K_o co ’
4 | Mr. Herb Fall

\ o Newdsle
N. C,
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R. E. TIPPEIT

M;.-R. E, Tippett was borned‘in Baltiﬁore, Maryland December 18,
1893. He finishod'high school in Baltimore. Then he attended Johné
Hopkins, University of Mhryiénd end Universi£y of Vifginia. After
- finishing éollege'he épecialized-in minipg law., Then going to‘Colorado
#nd studied practical mining practices for 2 &ears:'

| He ;tattté mining in 1932 in Arizone for zink ahd lead., Then going
fo Sandérsville, Georgiﬁ; whefevho wa 8 éwner and operstor of Kolien for
2 years. Back to Colorado where he was Vice-President of Bufflo Plscess
Cnfporation, é'gold minidg co;poratipn,‘fér 2 yesrs., In 1937 he wa:*}n
" the mica business at E;anklin,. North c‘arolina'.' In 1948 and 1949%in
j;Arks;nsas in a'lqu #nd zink‘mine. 'Thén.ﬁo Bﬁrﬁéﬁiile, Ndrtﬁ:udrobip&,
_'in 1962 Jig Yining for 1 year as President of Hassett Rining Company.
He is stili ?resédent of anrd'of Haésptt.Mining Compgny, which is'still
in opération. In December 1952-ho bought the Carson Rocklning }hi fZ
Yency County, North Cerolina, which is ét111>in operation..» ' |
~1Refef;ncesz' ' | |

¥r, ¢, P, Rendolph
. Burnsville, N, C,

Mre Rush Wray
Burnsville, Ny C,

Mr. ¥ates Benngfta
Burnsville, N, C,





Re. E. TIPPEIT

¥r, K, E, Tiﬁpett was borned in Baltimore, Marylund December 18,
1893. He finished high school in Beltimore. Then he attendod Johns
Hopkins, University)of>Maryldnd end University of Virginia., After
'finiahing college he specislized in mining lkw. Then going to Coloradov'
"and studied practical mlnlns practioes for 2 yoars. |
He startéd mining in 1932 in Arizons for zink and lead, Then going
to Snndersville, Georgia whero he was ownzr &nd operator of Kolian for -
2 yearl. Back to Colorade where he was Vice«President of Bufflo Plscess
Cnrporstien, ' gold mining corporutlon, for 2 yesrs, ln 1937 he was in
the micsa bus1ness at I‘rsmkl:ln, ﬂorth 0arolina. In 1948 and 1949’;:"“’
Arkensas in @ lesd and sink mine, Thqn te Burnsville, North “arodina,
in 1952 Jig hining for 1 year aa.fresidentjof Hassett Hining Company,
He is stili Presddent of‘Bba;d éf Hnssétt‘miniﬁg Company, which is still
in operation, In Deoomber 1952 he bought the Carson Kock Mine in V
thcy County; North ccrolina which is still in operstion,

Referenoea:

¥r, ¢, p, Randolph
Burnsville, N, C,

M¥r, Rush Wray
Burnsville, N, C,

‘Mr, Wates Bennette
Burnsville, 8§, C,





R. E. TIPPETT

.//;' /j ¥r, k, B, Tipéett was borned in Beltimore, Mirylnnd December 18,
| | 1893. Fe finished high sohool in Biltimore. %hen he attended Johns
lf Hopkins, Univgrgity of ¥aryland snd University of Virginia.: Lfter
! ; / g finishing cd}lege he apeoializq& in min!gg low, Thep going to Colorado
| end studied ptéctiéal mining prectices for 2 yoefs.
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