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Memorandum


/ 
To:	 Administrator 


Prom:	 Nonmetallic Minerals Division 


Subject: A denial of exploration assistance and closing review 
Docket No. DMSA_26LI7 - Mica 
Property: Wray Mine (formerly Ray Mine) 
Burnaville Township, Yancey County, 
North Carolina 
Located 2.3 miles 8 310 W of 
Burnsvi]le, North Carolina 
Applicant: Sam L. Phillips, John 
Phillips, R. B. Tippett, and. Ben 
Blalock, a partnership (Lessees) 
(Application originally presented by 
Clarence Sparks, John Blalock and 
Kenneth Blalock). 
Amount requested: $8,936.50 
No Contract: Application denied 
Examination Report of Field. Team, 
dated Sept 19, 1952 . Authors-. 
K. H. Teague, A. L. Peyton, and 
L. B. Shirley. 


Docket Summary: 
8/11/52 Rec 1 d application Form MF-l03. 
8/13/52 Rec t d memo from P. L. Weis, U. S. G. S. suggesting a field 


team referral. 
8/19/52 Rec t d memo from W. F. Dietrich, U. S. B. M. suggesting a 


field team referral. 
9/22/52 Rec'd Report of Examination by Field Team, Region VII. 


Authors-K. H. Teague, A. L. Peyton, and L. B. Shirley 
A project in the amount of $7,200.00 is suggested in report. 


9/26/52 Recd memo from H. B. Van Aletine, U. S. G. S. which points 
Out some limitations but suggests following recommendation 
of Examination Report. 


10/7/52 Rec t d. memo from Vt. F. Dietrich, U. S. B. M. Concurs with 
Field Team recommendations.







.	 . 


11/6/52 Letter to SarnL. Phillips regarding an Owner t s Consent to 
Lien. Property owners are mauy and. widely scattered. Mr 
Phillips has had difficulty acquiring all signatures. 


Note:	 Processing of application held. in abeyance many months 
at the request of Mr. Phillips. Finally in June 1953 he 
presented a new lease, new Owner t s Consent to Lien, and. 
new names of partners. 


6/3/53 Recd new lease from Mr. Sam L. Phillips 
6/15/53 Operating Committee requested Mr. Laurence, Region VII, to 


re-examine the application. 
6/23/53 Sent Administrator's letter to Mr. Sam Phillips requesting 


new application and to establish assignment of application 
by assignment of interest of former partners to the new 
partners. 


6/23/53 Recd memo from Field Team, DMEA, Region VII, in answer to 
Operating Committee's letter of 6/15/53. Field Team 
agreeable to a denial of application if 1ashington Office 
does not consider the criteria sufficient to justify a 
project. 


Resume:
This exploration concerns a mica-bearing pegmatite previously 


mined through two shafts separated, one from the other, about 150 
feet; one, known as the Dolph Hensley Shaft is 70 feet deep, and the 
other, the New South Shaft is 100 feet deep. Accompanying the D1*A 
Examination Report is an excellent map with sections showing in detail 
the two shafts and connecting underground drifts and. stopes. 


The mine is now filled with water and at the time of 
inspection by the DMA Field Team, there was little to observe. The 
engineers were compelled to base their deductions and recommendations 
on the historic report and maps pertaining to the property prepared 
by John H. Parker III, U. S. G. S., in 19144. 


The report by the field engineers recommended an exploration 
project consisting of sinking the New South Shaft another LIO feet and 
drifting therefrom about 14 .0 feet north and 14.0 feet south. The work 
was estimated to cost $7,200.00. 


The proposed project was based on the assumption that mica 
enrichment (flow mined out) described by Parker as occurring in one 
stope at 3250 to 326.5 elevations and occurring in a second at 3228 to 
3308 elevations, represented. two separate lenses and that reoccurring 
lenses might occur dipping downward and raking to the Southwest. 
However, there is no positive criteria that such is the case and it 
is a probability that is somewhat remote. The 165 foot drift north 


-2-
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from the 11ew South Shaft cut under the stoped. ground and showed 
negative results, and to try at a greater depth, 140 feet, as 
proposed, would likewise prove negative, in all probability. 


Upon the request of the Operating Committee, the DNEA 
Field Team restated their views, concluding their reply as 
follows:


"If this possibility (in reference to the reoccurring 
lenses) does not seem good enough to justify an 
exploration contract, we recommend that the application 
be denied." 


There, therefore, seems to be general agreement that the 
basis for a project is weak and this is emphasized when one 
observes the proposed work indicated on Longitudinal Projection 
C-D of accompanying map of the Wray Mine. 


Comments and Recommendation: 
This application project is an example of a difficult 


exploration to appraise. There is little observable criteria, 
and. even with the historic report and. excellent plan and sections 
prepared by Mr. Parker, a determination is difficult to make. 
However, after weighing the pros and cons, as best possible, the 
Nonmetallic Minerals Division feels that the proposal is insuf-
ficiently sound. to recommend for a contract. The application for 
exploration assistance should be denied. 


Jasper T. Robertson 
Nonmetallic Minerals Division 
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Xsaorandr 


To:	 Administrator 


7rom:	 Nonmetallic Minerals Division 


Subject: A denial of exploration assistance and. closing review 
Docket No. DJIi&26kl7 - ioa 
Property: Wray Nina (formerly Ray Mine) 
Durnevilli Tovnship • Taiacsy County. 
North Carolina 
Located 2.3 sties S 310 W of 
Burnaville, North Croltna 
Applicant: S* là. Phillips, John 
Thiflips, H. N. Tippett, and n 
Blalook a partnership (Lessees) 
(Application originaily presented by 
Clarence Sparks, John Blalock and 
Zenneth Bla3.ock). 
Amount re4uested: $8,936.50 
Jo Contract: Application deniel 
Ixasination Report of 7i.ld Teas, 
dated Sept 19, l952 . Authore-
K. H. ?*eg, A. L. Peyton, and 
L. L Shirley. 


Docket S 
8 11 52 Hecd. application 7orm Mi-103. 
8/l3/5 J..c td memo from P. là. Wet,, U. S. G. S, suggesting a field 


t.aa referral. 
8/19/52 Rac'd meme from W. 1. Dietrtch U. S. B K, suggesting a 


field teas referral. 
9/22/52 Nec 1d Report of Ix1nation by held Teas, Region TI!. 


Authors-i. H. Teague, A. I.. Peyton, and L. N. Shirley 
A project in the amomt . o $7,200,00 Is g ested in report. 


9/26/52 i.otd memo from H. N. Tan Aistin., U, S. G. S. which points 
ut some limitations but suggesti following r.00meendation 
ef xaMatioa Report. 


10/7/52 k.c'd memo from W. P. Dietrich, U. S. B. K. ConciU'* with 
held Taa* recozandationa.
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11/6/52 Letter to Sam L. Phillips regarding an Owner's Consent to 
lien. Property owners are many and widely scattered.. Mr 
Phillips ha had difficulty acipiring all sigiiaturee 


Iota	 Processing of application held ic. abeyance many months 
at the request of Mr. Phillips. Ytnally In Jtine 1953 he 
presented a new lease, new Ovner t Consent to Lien, and. 
new nameS ot partners..	 .. 


£/f53 Bec 1 d. new lease from Mr Sam L Phillips 
6/15/53 Qpei'atin,g Committee reçsted Kr, laurence, Iagio VII I, to. 


re-examine the application. 
6/23/53 Sent Administrator's letter to &r. Sam Phillips re1uesttng 


new application and to establish asignment of applicatiOn 
by aa,teent of interest of former partner to the new 
partners.1 


6/23/53 lec'd memo from Yield Teen, DML, Region VII, in eflsV•r to 
Operating Committee ts letter of 6/15/53 Yield. Teas 
agreeable to a denial of application if Waehigton Office 
does not consider the criteria sufficient to justify a 
proiect. 


Resume'
This exploration concerns a mica-bearing p.gmatite previoaa1y 


mined. through two shafts separated., one from the other, about 150 
feet, one, known as the Doiph Bentley baft ii 70 feet deep, ud the 
other 1 the Nov SOuth Shaft 1. 100 feet deep. Acco*nying the DIL 
r*j.(natton Report is an excellent map with sections shovtmg in detail 


the two shafts and. connecting underground drifts and stcpea. 
The nine is noW filled with water and at the tiMe of 


inspection bi the IZA Yield Team, there was little to observe. The 
engineer. were coelled to base their deductions and. recommendations 
on the historie report and maps pertaining to th property prepared 
by Jbhn L Parter III, U. S G S , In 194k 


The report by the field engineers recommended an eiploration 
project onsieting of sinking the New South Shaft another kG feet end 
drifting therefrom about 40 feet north aa& kG feet south. The work 
was estimated to cost $7,200 00. 


The proposed project was based on the assumption that mica 
enrichment (now mi!ted. out) described by Parker as occurring in one 
stope at 3250 to 3265 elevations and occurring in a secoid at 322& to 


3308 elevations, represented two separate lenses and. that xeoccurrtng 
lenses might occur .d.ipptng downward. and taking to the Southwest. 
However, there is no positive criteria that such ii the case and it 
is a probability that is somewhat remote. The 165 foot drift north 
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froa the New South Sheft cut under the stoped ground end showed 
negative results, and to try at a greater dópth, £10 feet, as 


proposed, would liks prove negative., in all probability 


•	 t%on the req .usst of the Operating Coittee, the DMA 
?ield Teas rtate4 their views concluding their reply as 


follows:
If this poeeibtlttT (In reference to the reoccurring 


lenses) does not ease good enough to justify an 
exploration contract, we recoxamend that the application 
be denied 


There, therefore, seems to be general agreeuient that the 
basis for a project is weak and this i emphasized when one 
observes the proposed work indicated on Longitudinal Projection 
C-D of accompanying map of the Uray rine 


Cosinents and Recomnendation 
This application project is an example of a difficult 


exploration to appraise. There is little observable criteria, 
& even with the historic report and excellent plan and eeotion 


prepared by Lr. Parker, a determination is difficult to make. 
However, after weighing the pros and cons, as best possible, the 
loneetallic Iiinerals Division feels that the proposal is insuf-
ficiently sound to reootixiend for a contract The application for 
exploration assistance should be denied. 


Jasper T Boberteon 
ilonmetallic Xjnerala Division 


JTRobertson dec 7/2!4./53 
Copy to' Admr P. File 


Docket Pile y 
Mr Houk
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(Reised April 1952)	 UNITETATES DEPARTMENT OF THE I1IOR	 I&O 42—R1035.2.



DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 
:;i i:o 


riion


-	 Not to be filled in by applicant 


Docket No. --------
Metal or Mineral 
Date Received 
Estimated Cost -------------------------------------------
Participation (Government %) --------------------


APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN	 I 
EXPLORATION PROJ ECT, PURSUANT TO 
DMEA ORDER 1, UNDER THE DEFENSE



PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED 


INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Name of- applicant.—(a) State here your full legal name, in the form in which you will wish to contract, and your 


mailing address	 ----fSpru--






--------------------9nd -Ben ---la lock of Yancy County ,----
- -------------------------------------------


(b) If other than an individual, add to your name above whether a corporation, partnership, etc., and the name of the State 
in which incorporated or otherwise organized.	 . 


(c) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names and addresses of officers. 
(d) If a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners. 


2. Ge,neral.—Reád DMEA Order 1, "Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects," before completing this application. 
Submit this application - and all accompanying papers in quad ruplicate (four copies), with your name and address on each 
sheet -Of the application and on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required 
information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number. 
Comply with all applicable instructions; or, if not applicable, so state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration 
Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest field executive officer thereof. 


3. Applicant's property rights.—(a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all 
land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and excluding any land or interest in land which is 
not to be included in the exploration project contract .Je -iS -- ijd	 ------


(b) State any mine name by which the property is known. 	 Wra y M ne. 


(c) State your interest in the land, whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or otherwise _ Leasee 


(d) If you are not the owner, submit with this application a copy of the lease, contract, or other document under which 
you control the property. 	 -	 , -: . 


(e) If you own the land, describe any liens or encumbrances on it 


(I) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the description above, the book and page numbers for each recorded 
location notice.	 .. - 


4. Physical de.scription.—(a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being 
conducted upon the land, including, existing mine workings and production facilities. State your interest, if any, in such 
operations. Also describe accessibility of mine workings for examination purposes. 
- (b) State past and current production, and ore reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades. 


(c) Describe the geologic features of the property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, etc.), and your 
reasons for wishing to explore. Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part 
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, indicating on each 
whether you require its return to you. 


(d) State the facts with respect to the accessibility of the project: Access roads, distances to shipping, supply and residence 
points. -	 - 


(e) State the availability of manpower, materials, supplies, equipment, water, and power 	 i-5i 1 


/







5. The exploration project.—(44te the mineral or minerals for which you wilo explore ------------------------1 


(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if needed) 
of any present mine workings, and the location of the proposed exploration work as related to such features as contacts, 
veins, ore-bearing beds, etc. 


(c) The work will start within ------------days and be completed within ------------months from the date of an exploration 
project contract. 


(d) State the operating experience and background of the applicant with relation to the ability to carry out such explo-
ration project, and also that of the person or persons who will supervise the operations. 


6. Estimate of costs.—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you will have to use a separate sheet), 
under the following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project: 


(a) Independent contracts.—(Note.—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write "none" 
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work in subsequent 
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in 
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard 
of material moved, etc.). 


(b) Labor, supervision, consultants.—Include an itemized schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees 
for necessary labor, super.vision. and, engineering and geological consultants.	 - 


(c) Operating materials and supplies.—Furnish an itemized list, including items of equipment costing less than $50 each, 
and power, water and fuel. 


(d) Operating equipment.—Furnish an itemized list of any operating equipmentto be rented, purchased, or which is owned 
and will be furnished by the Operator, with the estimated rental, purchase price, or suggested use-allowance based on present 
value, as the case may be. 


(e) Rehabilitation and repairs.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary initial rehabilitation or repairs 
of existing buildings, installations, fixtures, and movable operating equipment, now owned by the Operator and which will be 
devoted to the exploration project. 


(f) New buildings, improvements, installations.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary buildings, fixed 
improvements, or installations to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project. 


(g) Miscellaneous.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not 
including initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator's equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmen's compensation 
and employers' liability insurance, and payroll taxes. 


•	 (h) Contingencies.—Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated above. 
NOTE.—No items of general overhead, corporate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or any 


other indirect costs, or work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be included in the 
estimate of costs. 


7. (a) Are you prepared to furnish your share ofthe cost of the proposed project in accordance with the regulations on 
Government participation (Sec. 7, DMEA No. 1)? 


() How do you propose tc- furnish your share of the costs? 


LII Money	 jjJ Use of equipment owned by you	 Other 


Explain in detail on acompanying paper.


CERTI FICATION 
The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf and acting for 


the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best 
of his knowledge and belief. 


Dated----------------------------------------------------------------------195W 
•	


•	 -------------------


By/ 


Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a willfully false statement or representation to any depart-
ment or agency of the United States as to any maffer within its jurisdiction. 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PSINTINS orFJcc	 10-66551-1
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DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN 
EXPLORATION PROJ ECT, PURSUANT -.TO 2 


DMEA ORDER .1, UNDER THE DEFENSE 

PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED


Not to be filled in by applicant 


Docket 
Metal or Mineral -----------j_________________ 
Date Received 
Estimated Cost -------------------------------------------
Participation (Government %) 


INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Name of applicant.—(a) State here your full legal name, in the form in which you will wish to contract, and your 


mailing address:	 ---1hi1js -of	 neN,C.,R--Tippett, 


8th Mine, 


(b) If other than an individual, add to your name above whether a corporation, partnership, etc., and the name of the State 
in which incorporated or otherwise organized. 


(c) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names and addresses of officers. 
(d) If a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners. 


2. General.—Read DMEA Order 1, "Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects," before completing this application. 
Submit this application and all accomianying papers in quadruplicate (four copies), with your name and address on each 
sheet of the application and on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required 
information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number. 
Comply with all applicable instructions; or, if not applicable, so state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration 
Administration, Department of . the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest field executive officer thereof. 


3. Applicant's property rights.— (a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all 
land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and excluding any land or interest in land which is 
not to be included in the exploration project contract 	 --------------------------------------------------------------------


(b) State any mine name by which the property is known. Wray Mine 
(c) State your interest in the land, whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or otherwise 


(d) If you are not the owner, submit with this application a copy of the lease, contract, or other document under which 
you control the property. 	 - 


(e) If you own the land, describe any liens or encumbrances on it--------------------------------------------------------------------------


(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the description above, the book and page numbers for each recorded 
location notice. 


4. Physical description.— (a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being 
conducted upon the land, including existing mine workings and production facilities. State your interest, if any, in such 
operations. Also describe accessibility of mine workings for examination purposes. 


(b) State past and current -production, and ore reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades. 
(e) Describe the geologic features of the property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, etc.), and your 


reasons for wishing to explore. Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part 
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, indicating on each 
whether you require its return to you. 


(d) State the facts with respect to the accessibility of the project: Access roads, distances to shipping, supply and residence 
points.


(e) State the availability of manpower, materials, supplies, equipment, water, and power.







5. Th.e exploration pro Ject.—(a)	 the mineral or minerals for which you wi• explore ..J---------------------


(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if needed) 
of any present mine workings, and the location of the proposed exploration work as related to such features as contacts, 
veins, ore-bearing beds, etc. 


(c) The work will start within ------------days and be completed within ------------months from the date of an exploration 
project contract. 


(d) State the operating experience and background of the applicant with relation to the ability to carry out such explo-
ration project, and also that of the person or persons who will supervise the operations. 


6. Estimate of costs.—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you will have to use a separate sheet), 
under the following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project: 


(a) Independent contracts.— (Note.—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write "none" 
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work in subsequent 
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in 
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard 
of material moved, etc.). 


(b) Labor, supervision, consultants.—Include an itemized schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees 
for necessary labor, supervision and engiieering and geological consultants. 


(c) Operating materials and .supplies.—Furnish an itemized list, including items of equipment costing less than 5O each, 
and power, water and fuel. 


(d) Operating equipment.—Furnish an itemized list of any operating equipment to be rented, purchased, or which is owned 
and will be furnished by the Operator, with the estimated rental, purchase price, or suggested use-allowance based on present 
value, as the case may be. 


(e) Rehabilitation and repairs.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary initial rehabilitation or repairs 
of existing buildings, installations, fixtures, and movable operating equipment, now owned by the Operator and which will be 
devoted to the exploration project. 


(f) New buildings, improvements, installations.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary buildings, fixed 
improvements, or installations to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project. 


(g) Miscellaneous.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not 
including initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator's equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmen's compensation 
and employers' liability insurance, and payroll taxes. 


(h) Contingencies.—Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated above. 
N0TE.—No items of general overhead, corporate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or any 


other indirect costs, or work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be included in the 
estimate of costs. 


7. (a) Are you prepared to furnish your share of the cost of the proposed project in accordance with the regulations on 
Government participation (Sec. 7, DMEA No. 1)? 


(b) How do you propose tc furnish your share of the costs? 


LII Money	 Use of equipment owned by you
	 LII Other 


Explain in detail on acompanying paper.


CERTI FICATION 
The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf and acting for 


the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best 
of his knowledge and belief. 


Dated---------------------------------------------------------------------, 195W 


Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a willfully false statement or representation to any depart-
ment or agency of the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction. 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PAINTING orrici	 16-66551-1







sal) 


sal) 


.


SS IGNMENT 


Thi.s assignnient made this 23rd day of June, 1953, by John Blalook, 


Kenneth Bla look, Clarence Sparks do hereby assign and transfer all their 


interest that they now have In a pending DME Exploration Application 


No. 2647, known as the Wray Mica Mine to Sam L Phillips, John M. 


Phillips, R. E, Tippett, and Ben B]a].ock. 


__________________ sal) 


-	 (Seal) 


We the under signers do hereby accept and assume the D11 No. 2647 


Exploration Application with all its terms and conditions.


jIrz.—t	 K#tL.(/1_. (Seal)


/ 


Cl







UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRAON	 T1 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


ROOM 13, POST OFFICE BLDL 

KNOXVILLE 2, TENN,


June 23 19S3 


Memo randu 


To:	 Operating Committee, D N E A .. Washington 


From:	 Field Team, D N E A- Region VII 


Subj ect: Docket No • DNa...2617 (mica) Wray Mica Mine, Clarence Sparks, Applicant 
Burnsvifle, N. C. 


Reference is made to the Operating Coinnittee's letter regarding 
subject application. 


A revieL-r of available file data on subject mine does not in 
dicate that adequate surface possibilities exist northeast of the 
Dolph Hensley shaft or southwest of the New South Shaft to just ify surface 
exploration in those areas. 


The Do].ph Hensley shaft is caved and probably has been system 
atically robbed, thus there is litzlehopef"pproaching'the pegmatite 
frothatrea 


The Field team report and recommendations therein is based al 
most entirely on a stubr and interpretation of Parker's, etc0, report and 
maps. " The examiners based their recozmiiendatiorw on the possibility that 
another concentration of mica might occur at depth as suggested in item 3 b 


of the examination report0" 
fr C-	 .-	 i- '- - 


If this possibility does not seem good enough to justify an 
exploration contracte recomnend that the applicationbedenied, 


Robert A. Laurence, cecutive Officer 


Win, A0 Back, for V. J. I.ynch 
U. S. Bureau of Mines
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FILE COPY 


UNITED STATES	
140	 SURNAME: 


	


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATI9N ADtVH NISTRADON 	 ::::::::::

WASHINGTON 25 D 0 


•	 -	 J3N 23 1953 


•	 / 
Mr. Sam L. Phillips	 . --------------. _______________ 


• Spruce Pine, North Carolina
Re: Docket No. DMA-26k7 Mies-) 


Clarence Sparks 
Wray Mica Mine 


•	 Burnaville, North Carolina 
Dear Mr. Phillips: 	 -. 


Reference is made to your letter of June 2, ad-
dressed to Mr. Lawrence 0. Rouk, Chief, Nort&11iC Minerals 
Divi8ion, enclosing therein a new lease on the Wray Mine, 
referred to in application for Exploration Project Contract, 
Docket No. DMEA-2647. 


The contract application is made in 'the name of 
Clarence Sparks, John Blalock, and Xenneth Blalock, doing 
business as the Wray Mica Mine, and is signed by Kr. C. 'B.' 
Collins as attorney-in-fact for these individuals. The 
new lease which you have sent indicates that the lessees 
are . E. Tippett, Ben Blalock, Sam L. Phillips, and John 
Phillips. None of these individuals appeax' to bepartiea 
to the original , application, and neither do they seem to be 
'members of the organization known as the Wray Mica Mine. 
Consequently, 'an exploration project contract cannot be 
issued in your name with respect to this property 'unless--


1. You obtain a átatement froa all the 
signers of the original application, or their 
attorney-in-fact, that they have withdrawn in 
your favor.	 .	 ,. ,, 


2.


3. 
of those 
tract is 
ship, it


You sign and forward a new application. 


'You inform the Government of the names 
with whom the exploration project con-
to be made; it there is to be a partner-
name, if any, should also be furnished. 


Sincere1r yours,	 . / •	 '
. -s. AEKane/emd 6/23/53 , 	 •	 • 


Copy to :Docket-	 • .	 C. O.Mjttendo 
Adm. R. File ' •	 • 
Op. Comm. •	
FieldTeam,Reg. VII(2) Administrator 
L.G. Houk 
J.L.Hoff]und 'A.E.Kane chron. pending







FILE COPY 
SURNAME: 0 


DE PARTMENT OF THE INTER I OR 
3	 DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25. D.C. 600 
V	


V	 £, 1 ;	 53


kr. .obert . *uIen!s	 .AzbJeet* Docket o.	 t-447 XJca. •	 zøcutiws ttic.r, UA	 Clerence 3park Plaid A5*p	 j(	
y %	


V 


V 	 0	 3.3, ?ost Xtios ldg.	 Thu-navi.Ue, orti Ca o1i 
V . 	 - 	 _______ 


V 	


V 


V 	


tterex is ds to th aubject app1icatict on the £ie1d t35 report wilcb Zec'eed,d	 itto.i1ng the ew South •	 ha.Lt, deepeniDg it 4t) lest a drUting 40 feet north *zd 40 V	 t..t south, for Z total SLdittU'e Of fl,23000.	
V 


review o the fiei. t#oa rpoz't, eee. r the ortic, quoted	 j	 *ikr £j.I 's	 .i.h.4 V) 


teo1ogicl wvay iiport, indicatei to thtr office tiiit tho V	 appz'c t Gzplriu tbia peatite in dapth offers litti. c1aacs .1	 ng a	 1tjcant discoy y of mica. The $ev south Shaft aad th. drift i the 3,180 foot levil ftllcate that	 V •	 rd raking shoots hid keeled out. Whit surface poesibj3jtj.s 	 V



szist north of the £)olph 1*ensl.y MZt aM to the south of the 
New out b*ft I 


it 15, thwefore, auggestej t*t you re.a,iine the cata j y	 fj],	 view to roccend1ng 's. nat approehto	 • 	 V szplcl"jng thin pmatite.


J1nceiey yours, 


George Ca Seifridge 
• 	 V	


V	 V	


.• 


cba1zsn, c
rating Cttte.	 - . - V	 • V • 	 V	


V.• ApPtOvedi	 LGHouk .gad 6/10/53 
Copy to: &dmr. R. 1le 


3 H Hedges	 Docket File s .	
Cerating Committee 


	


1mbcz, aareau of Minal	 Mr. Dietrich, 3526 
Mr. Larrabea, G-232 GS. Bldg. 


A. R. Kinkef, Jr 	
'Jg)	


Hou]c 


)nber, 0cc1o4c..]. Zuzve r-


V	 V
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Spruce Pine, North Carolina 
June 2, 1953


I	 ) 


JUN C E53 


Mr. Lawrence G0 Houk - 
Nonmetallic Minerals Division 
Department of Interior, DME 
Washington 25,, D. C0 


Dear Mr, Houk: 


Enclosed herewith is a new lease on the Wray Mine DMEA 


and s-s you will notice the parties to this lease üe 


different from the parties of the previous lease. I talked to 


Mr. Feitler on the phone a few days ago, and I hope thi will 


be satisfactory. I also have a. Landlord's Consent to Lien. 


Mr. Ben Blalock is one of the best and most experienced miners 


in Western North Carolina. He has been the superintendent of 


several of the big mines of this section for the Mineral Companies. 


I will forward to you within the next few days the life history of 


Mr. Blai.ock and Mr. Tippett. If there is anything else that will 


be necessary please call me collect at Spruce Pine. 


Thank you for your cooperation, I am, 


Sincerely yours, 


Sam L. Phillips 


SLP/lo
S
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STA OF NORTH CAROLINA 


COUNTY OF YANCEY 


THIS LEASE made this the lath. day of May, 1953, by MRS. J. A. HIGGINS, 


/	 / 
a widow; MRS. PANSY RAY, a widow; NU-WRAY, INC., a Corporation, of the County 


V 
of Yancey and State of North Carolina; MRS. ALICE S. BYRD, a widow, of the 


County of Buricoinbe and State of North Carolina; and RUBY MAE RAY, Executrix, 


Agent and Trustee for RICHARD L. RAY and DARlENE D. LINCOLN, of the City of 


Walla Walla and State of Washington, all hereinafter referred to as parties 


of the first part, to R. E. TIPPETT and BEN BLALOCK of the County of Yancey 


and State of North Carolina, and SAN PHILLIPS and JOHN PHILLIPS of the County 


of Mitchell and State of North Carolina, all hereinafter referred to as parties' 


of the second part.


WIT NE SS E TN: 


THAT FOR AND IN CONSIDERATION of the sum of $1.00 in hand paid by 


the parties of the second part to the parties of the first part, the receipt of 


which is hereby acknowledged, and the further consideration of full compliance 


with the agreements hereinafter set forth, the parties of the first part have 


bargained and leased and do by these presents bargain and lease unto the partie 


of the second part, their successors or assigns, the exclusive rights and 


privileges of fiuining and removing minerals from that tract or parcel of land 


situate in Burnsville Township, County of Yancey and State of North Carolina, 


known as a part of the G. D. Ray Boundary and being described as follows: 


BEGINNING at a point at the top of the ridge directly above the 
old Briney Mine and running in a Northwesterly direction along the 
top of the ridge 500 feet; thence Southwesterly 2500 feet to a 
stake; thence Southeasterly 1000 feet to a stake; thence Northeasterl 
2500 feet to the top of the ridge; thence Northwesterly alone the 
top of the ridge to the point of BEGINNING. It being intended that 
the tract of land shall include the old Dolph Hensley Mine, Old 
Bailey Nine, Old Burleson Mine, Briney Mine, Green Mine, Buzzards 
Roost Mine, W. B. Ray Mine and Old Garrett Ray Mine. 


The terms and conditions of this Lease are as follows: 


1. TERN. This Lease shall be for a period of five (5) years fromthis 


with the privilege of renewal for an additional five (5) year period, 


riding that the terms and conditions of said Lease are fully complied with. 


2. RIGHTS CON\TEYED. Full mining rights and privileges, including the 


.t of ingress and egresn, right to' construct road ways, flume lines, power 


s, tram roads; erection of machinery and buildings and the use of timber 


aid property, except such timber as would make saw timber, is hereby granted,







3. ROYALTY. The royalty for all minerals mined and removed from the 


said property shall be paid to Dover R. Fouts, Trustee, for the benefit of 


Mrs. J. A. Higgins, Mrs. Pansy Ray, Nu-Wray, Inc., Mrs. Alice S. Byrd and Ruby 


Mae Ray, Executrix, Agent and Trustee for Richard L. Ray and Darlpne D. Linco1n. 


The royalty to be paid shall be one-eighth (i/s) Of the sales price of all 


mica mined and removed from said property; 5O per ton for all feldspar mined 


and removed from said property; and for all other minerals mined and removed 


from said property the usual and customary royalty prevailing in Yancey County, 


North Carolina. 


4. TIME OF PAYMENT. Royalty shall be paid on the 1st. and 15th. of 


each month and duplicate sales slips shall be furnished to the Trustee, herein-


before named, showing the amount of minerals sold and the price obtained there-


for.


5. CESSATION OF I'CtNING OPERATIONS. Mining operations shall begin 


within 120 days from the date of this Lease and continue with reasonable 


regularity and if mining operations cease fOr a period of 60 days then this 


Lease shall be null and void, unless the cessation of mining operations is 


prevented by weather conditions or conditions usually termed Acts of God. 


6. BREACH OF LEASE. If the parties of the second part, their success-


ors or assigns, fail to comply with any of the conditions or provisions of this 


Lease, then said Lease, or any renewal thereof, shall be null and void and 


all the rights granted hereunder shall cease. And the parties of the first 


part, their successors or assigns, may re-enter said property without any 


action at law to declare said Lease, or any renewal thereof, void. However, 


upon said Lease becoming null and void the parties of the second part, their 


successors or assigns, may have 45 days within which to remove any machinery 


or buildings from said property. 


7, ROADS. It is understood and 'agreed that any roads used or construc - 


ed by the parties of the second part, their successors or assigns, to carry on 


mining operations may likewise be used by the parties of the first part, their• 


successors or assigns, in carrying on operations on any other lands in the 


territory owned by them, but the use of such roads shall not interfere with 


the rights of the parties of the second part, their successors or assigns. 


. PROCESSING. It is further understood and agreed that the parties 


of the second part, their successors or assigns, may process the mineral off 


of the property hereinbefore described but not outside of Yancey County, North 


Carolina.







4	 9	 a 


9. RECORDS. A daily record of production of minerals at the mine 


shall be kept by the parties of the sedond part, their successors and assigns, 



	


and likewise a daily record of all mica sheeted s well as a record of all
	 I



sheeted mica in the mica house. All of such records shall be available to 


the parties of the first part, their successors and assigns, or Agents, for 


inspection at any time. 


IN TESTIMONY JHEREOF, this Lease has been executed in duplicate in 


the way and manner hereinafter indicated by the affixing of. hands and seals 


and by said instrument being signed by the granting Corporation by authority 


of its Board of Directors duly given, as of the day and year first above 


written. 71	 _______________ ____ __________ (SEAL 
Mrs. Pany	


(SEAI4 


s.AliceSrftT' 
SEAL 


bNaef&ix (SEAL 


R. E. TI	
._ (SEAL 


_______ (sEAL) 


	


Sam Phillips
	


__________ (SEAL 


(SEAL 


ATTEST: 


2:kc O%azt 
Secretary


NU-WRAY, INC. 


By 


STATE.OF NORTH CAROLINA 


COUNTY OF YANCEY 


Personally came before me this day Mrs. J. A. Higgins and Mrs. Pansy 


Ray, to me well known to be a part of the persons who signed the foregoing 


Lease, who acknowledged the due execution of said instrument by themselves for 


the purposes therein expressed.
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1953.	


Witness v hand and noarial seal this theday of 


Notary Public Q' 
My commission expires the 


day of _____________, 


S TATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 


COUNTY OF YANCEY 


Personally came before me, the undersigned Notary Public, on this 


day, Mrs. Julia Wray, who, being duly sworn, says: 


That she is President of Nu-Wray, Inc., one of the Grantors in the 


foregoing Lease, and that Rush Wray is Secretary of said Corporation; that 


she knows the Corporate Seal of said Corporation. That she, the said Julia 


Wray, signed said instrument as President of said Corporation and Rush Wray 


signed said instrument as Secretary in attestation thereof and he the said 


Rush Wray, affixed the Corporate Seal to said instrument in the presence .of 


said President and that said instrument is the act and deed of said Corporation 


and the execution thereof was duly authorized by the Board of Directors duly 


given.


Personally came before me this day Mrs. Alice S. Byrd, to me well 


known to be one of the persons who signed the foregoing Lease, who acknowledged 


the due execution of said instrument by herself for the purposes therein 


expressed.	 - 


Witness my hand and notarial seal this theday	 l95. 


277 
Notary Public 


My commission expires the 


w ,, day of 


STATE OF WASHINGTON 


CITY OF WALtA WAILA 


Witness my hand and notarial sea 


My commission expires 


the	 day of _______________, 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 


COUNTY OF BUNCOMBE







My commission expires the 


,j day of ____________, 19 4. 


•	 e 


Personally came before me this day Ruby Mae Ray, as Executrix, Agent 


and Trustee for Richard L. Ray and Darlene D. Lincoln, to me well known to be 


the person who signed the foregoing Lease, who acknowledged the due execution 


of said instrument by herself for the purposes therein expressed. 


Witness my hand and notarial seal this the 	 day of ___________, 1953. 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 


COUNTY OF YANCEY 


Personally came before me this day R. E. Tippett and Ben Blalock, to 


me well known to be a part of the persons who signed the foregoing Lease, who 


acknowledged the due execution of said instrument by themselves for the purpose1 


therein expressed. 


Witness my hand and notarial seal this the J_ day of	 , 1953. 


My commission expires the
	 Notary Public(J 


day of _____________, 19 SL 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 


COUNTY OF IVIITCFIELL 


Personally came before me this day Sam Phillips and John Phillips, to 


me well known to be a part of the persons who signed the foregoing Lease, who 


acknowledged the due execution of said instrument by themselves for the purposed 


therein expressed. 


Witness my hand and notarial seal this the 	 day of	 , l95. 


424Io %4Y 
My COmnLls SlOfl expires the	 Notary Public 


day of _____________, 19 '-j.







_________(AL) 


Nu-Wr&y, Inc. 


(I	 Mrs. Julia Wray, President 


ATTT: ('
cç CJn 


Rush Wray, Seqretary :-







pMF-203	 OWNER'S CONSENT TO LIEN 


WHEREAS, the undersigned, as owner, co-owner, lessor, or seller has an interest in certain 


property in the State of	 North Ce.ro].ifla 	 , County of	 Tancey	 -, described as 


Situate in BurnviUe Township and known as a part of the G. I). Ray boun4axy. 
follows A/ BXDINING at a point at the top of the ridge directly above the old Briney 
Mine and running in a N.W. direction along the top of the ridge 500 feet; thence S. W. 
2$LX) f+. +n stkc; t.hne S. . 1000 feet tO a stake; thence N. E. 2500 feet to the 
top-of the ridge-; thence M.- V-i. a-long the tOp-Of-the ridge to-the point.- 	 BXINNIN0. 
It being intedod that th tract of ]jn' i eh11 1nr1nd the Old floih Hensley Mine, 
Old Bailey Mine, Old Burleson Mine, Briney Mine, Green Mine, Buzzards Roost Mine, W. B. 
Ray Mine and Old- Garrett Rii ino. 


which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter called the "contract", 


between the United States of America, hereinafter called the "Government", and 


R. E. Tippett, en Blalock, Sam Phillips and John Phil1ipa - 


hereinafter called the "Operator"; and 


WHEREAS, under certain provisions of said contract which are set forth on the reverse 


side hereof, the Government is entitled to a percentage royalty on production and to certain other 


rights and equities which do or may conflict with or be adverse to the interest of the undersigned 


in said property; 


NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in consideration of said contract and as an inducement 


to the Government to enter Into same, undertakes and agrees as follows: 


1. The Government's equity in and right to dismantle, sever, take possession of, and 


remove and dispose of facilities, buildings, fixtures, equipment, or other items as provided in 


the contract, or any amendment thereof, shall prevail over and be prior and superior to any con-


flicting or adverse rights of the undersigned, and the Government is authorized to enter upon the 


land for such purposes. 


2. To secure the payment to the Government of the percentage royalty on production/ 


provided for under the terms of said exploration project contract, or any amendment thereof which 


does not increase the maximum amount of the Government's claim here stated or alter the provisions 


for repayment, there is hereby granted to the Government a lien upon the land herein described and 


upon any production of minerals therefrom, until the royalty claim is fully paid in the amount of 


the Government's contribution, not in excess of 4/$ ____________________________________ , or ten 
years have elapsed from the date of the contract. 


3. The undersigned shall, commit no act nor assert any claim that may contravene or con-


flict with the lien, claim, or rights of the Government under the provisions of said contract. 


This agreement shall be binding upon the heirs, executors, administrators, successors, and assigns 


of the undersigned. 


p. 


I


Dated this	 ]ath. day of ___________________, 195 2..... 14	
[ceal] 


7'3	 [seall 


&4	 Ui Qti	 [seall 
Mrs. Pansy }a	 _______________ 


1/ Either (a) insert the legal description of the land, or (b) strike out the words "as 


and insert "in a lease [or contract, deed, or other documentj dated _______________ 


recorded in book _________ page ________ official records of said county." If (b) 


the book and page of recordation cannot be dispensed with. If the space provided 


ficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space. 


2/ Insert the name of the Operator as it will appear in the exploration project contract. 


3/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence of production 


no obligation to repay the Government. 


4/ Insert the maximum amount of the Government's contribution.


follows" 


and 


is used, 


5 insuf-


there is







-	 V 
RELEVANT CONTRACT PROVISIONS 


pnt by_Operator. (a) If, at any time, the Qovernment considers that a discovery 


or a development from which production may be made has resulted from the exploration work, the 
Government, at any tine not later than six months after the Operator has rendered the required 


final report and final account, may so certify in writing to the Operator. The certification shall 


describe broadly or indicate the nature of the discovery or development. In the event of such 


certification, any minerals mined or produced from the land described in Article 2 within 10 years 


from the date of this-contract, including any mined or produced before the certification, shall 


be subject to a percentage royalty which the Operator or his successor ininterest shall pay to 


the Government, upon the net smelter returns, the net concentrator returns, or other net amounts 


realized from the sale or other disposition of any such production, in whatever form disposed of, 


including ore, concentrates, or metal, until the total amount contributed by the Gvernment, with-


out interest, is fully repaid, or said 10 years have elapsed, whichever occurs first, as follows: 


(1) One and one-half (1+) per cent of any such net amounts not in excess of eight dollars 


($8.00) per ton. 


(2) One and one-half (1k) per cent of any such net amounts, plus one-half (-}Y per cent 


such net amounts for each additional full fifty cents ($0.50) by which such net amounts exceed 


eight dollars ($8.00) per ton, but not in excess of five (5) per cent of such net amounts. 


(For instance: the percentage royalty on a net amount of five dollars ($5.00) per ton, 


would be one and one-half (1+) per cent; onanet amount of ten dollars ($10.00) per ton, three 


and one-half (3j) per cent.) 


(b) As here used, "net smelter returns", "not concentrator returns", and "other net 


amounts realized from the sale or other disposition", mean gross revenue from sales; or if not 


sold, the market value, the market value of the material after it is mined in the form in which 


and the place where it is held. - In the case of integrated operations in which the material is not 


disposed of as such, these terms mean what fs órw6uld be gross iri6oth fro minthg àperations for 


percentage depletion purposes in income tax determination. 


(c) To secure the payment of its percentage royalty, the Government shall have and is 


hereby granted a lien upon the land described in Article 2 and upon any production of minerals 


therefrom, until the royalty claim is extinguished by lapse of time or is fully paid. 


(d) This article is not to be construed as imposing any obligation on the Operator or 


the Operator's successor in interest to engage in any mining or production operations. 


Title_to and dispositio . properj. All facilities, buildings, fixtures, equipment, 


or other items costing more than $50.00 each, paid for or purchased with funds contributed jointly 


by the Operator and the Government, although title may be taken in the name of the Operator, shall 
belong to the Operator and the Government jointly, in proportion to their respective contributions, 


and upon the completion of the work or the termination of the contract shall be disposed of promptly 


by the Operator for the joint account of the Government and the Operator, either by return to the 


vendor, by sale to others, or purchase by the Operator at a price at least as high as could other-


wise be obtained, as may appear to be for the best interest of the Government. unless the Govern-


ment, in writing, waives its interest in- any such item. If necessary to accomplish such dispo-


sition, the Operator shall dismantle, sever from the land, and remove any such item, the cost 


thereof to be for the joint account of the parties in proportion to their respective interests. 
If the Operator, within 90 days after the'receipt of written notice from the Government, fails, 


neglects, or refuses to dispose of such property, the Government may itself enter upon the land, 


take possession of, and remove and dispose of any such property as above provided. 


Interior—Duplicating Section, Washington, P. C.







INu-Wray, Inc. 


I
Mrs. Julia Wray, President 


ATTEST:	 q	 ) 
Rush Wray, Secretary
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OWNER'S CONSENT TO LIEN


	 p 
WHEREAS, the undersigned, as owner, co-owner, lessor, or seller has an interest in certain 


property in the State of 	 North carolina	 , County of	 Yancey	 , described as 
Situate in Burn'svifle Township and known as a part of the G. D. Ray boundary. 


fo11ows:/ BBHNNING at a point at the top of the ridge directiy above the old Briney 
Mine and running in a N.W. direction along the top of the ridge 500 feet; thence S. W. 
Q5flfl ?i. +n	 fiik; thAnce S. E. 1000 feet to a stake; thence N. E. 2500 feet to the 


top-of- the---ridge;- -thence -N. -W-aIotig ie 	 tHt&theôt fBEGiM'ING. 


1i being intene4 that th4 t&ct of lnd1"11 ' 1 'v' 1" f.h'1d flnlph 4nsThy Mine, 


Old Bailey Nine, Old Burleson Mine, Briney Nine, Green Nine, Buzzards Roost Mine, W. B. 
Ray Mine and Old- Carett Rar Mine. 


which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter called the "contract", 


between the United States of America, hereinafter called the "Government", and 


R. E. Tippett, Ben Blalock, Sam Phillips and John Phillips 


hereinafter called the "Operator"; and 


WHEREAS, under certain provisions of said contract which are set forth on the reverse 


side hereof, the Government is entitled to a percentage, royalty on production and to certain other 


rights and equities which do or may conflict with or be adverse to the interest of the undersigned 


in said property; 


NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in consideration of said contract and as an inducement 


to the Government to enter into same, undertakes and agrees as follows: 


1. The Government's equity in and right to dismantle, sever, take possession of, and 


remove and dispose of facilities, buildings, fixtures, equipment, or other items as provided in 


the contract, or any amendment thereof, shall prevail over and be prior and superior to any con-


flicting or adverse rights of the undersigned, and the Government is authorized to enter upon the 


land for such purposes. 


2. To secure the payment to the Government of the percentage royalty on production/ 


provided for under the terms of said exploration project contract, or any amendment thereof which 
does not increase the maximum amount of the Government's claim here stated or alter the provisions 


for repayment, there is hereby granted to the Government a lien upon the.. land herein described and 


upon any production of minerals therefrom, until the royalty claim is fully paid in the amount of 


the Government's contribution, not in excess of 4_/$ . , or ten 


years have elapsed from the date of the contract. 


3. The undersigned shal]. commit no act nor assert any ölaim that may contravene or con-


flict with the lien, claim, or rights of the Government under the provisions of said contract. 


This agreement shall be binding upon the heirs, executors, administrators, successors, and assigns 


of the undersigned. 


Dated this	 18th. day of	 May	 , 195 2..... 


1!44i	 ____________________ [eal] . 'I.
. Byrd
	 4'1€ [Seal] 


____________________ [Seall 
a 


/ Either (a) insert the legal description of the land, èr (b) strike out the words "as 


L 
and insert "in a lease br contract, deed, or other document] dated _______________ 


recorded in book __________ page ________ official records of said county." If (b) 
the book and page of recordation cannot be dispensed with. If the space provided 


ficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the spae. 
/ Insert the name of the Operator as it will appear in the exploration project contract. 


3/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence of production 


no obligation to repay the Government. 
4/ Insert the maximum amount of the Government's contribution.


follows"



and



is used,

is insuf-


there is
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RELEVANT CONTRACT PROVISIONS 


2ntbyOperator. (a) If, at any time, thovernment considers that a discovery 


or a development from which production may be made has resulted from the exploration work, the 


Government. at any time not later than six months after •the 'Operator has rendered the required 


final report and f.nal account; may so certify in writing' to the Operator. The certification shall 


describe broadly or- indic'ate the nature of r th discovery'- or development. In the event of such 


certification any minerals mined or produced from the land described .n Article 2 within 10 years 


from the date of this contract including any mined or produed before thecertification shaLl 


be subject to a percentage royalty which-the Operator. orj his uccSsor in ,interest shalIrpay to 


the &overnment,: upon he net smelter. returns, the net coflcent:rator.rèturns, or,otheret arnount-s 


realized' from the sale'o.r other disposition of' any. siiph prQuction, in whatever form disposed of, 


including ore, concentrates, or metal, until the total amoupt contributed by -the Government with-


out interest, is fully repaid, or said 10 years have elapsed, whichever occurs first, as follovs: 


(1) One and one-half 


($8.00) per ton. 


(2) One and one-half 


such net amounts for each 


eight dollars ($8.00) per


(li) per cent of any such net amounts not in excess of eight dollars 


-	 ''	 "	 c',,	 -	 - 
(1+) per cent of any such net amounts, plus one-half • ('j-)' per cent 


dditional full fifty cents ($0.50) by which such net amounts exceed 


ton, but not in excess of five (5) per cent of such net amounts. 


(For instance: the percentage royalty on a net amount of five dollars ($5.00) per ton, 


would be one and one-half (.1*) percent; onanet amount of ten dollars ($10.00) per ton,. three 


and one-half (3j) per cet.)	 ' '	 - ''	 - - 


(b) As here used, "net smelter returns", "net concentrator returns", and "other net 


amounts realized from the sale or other disposition", mean gross revenue from sales; or if not 
sold, the market value, the market value of the material after it is mined in the form in which 


and the place where it is hid. In the case of integrated operations in which the material is not 


disposed of as such, these terms mean what is or would be gross income from mining operations for 


percentage depletion purposes in income tax determination. 


(c) To secure the payment of its percentage royalty, the Government shall have and is 


hereby granted a lien upon the land described in Article 2 and upon any production of minerals 


therefrom, until the royalty claim is extinguished by lapse of time or is fully paid. 


(d) This article is not to be construed as imposing any obligation on the Operator or 


the Operator's successor in interest to engage-in any mining or production operations. 


Title to and disitionofQfl. All facilities, buildings, fixtures, equipment, 


or other items costing more than $50.00 each, paid for or purchased with funds contributed jointly 


by the Operator and the Government, although title may be taken in the name of the Operator, shall 


belong to the Operat•or and the Government jointly, in proportion to their respective contributions, 


and upon the completion of the work or the termination of the contract shall be disposed of promptly 


by the Operator for the joint account of the Government and the Operator, either by return to the 


vendor, by sale to others, or purchase by the Operator at a price at least as high as could other-


wise be obtained, as may appear to be for the best interest of the Government, unless the Govern-
ment, -in writing, waives its interest in any such item. If necessary to accomplish such dispo-


sition, the Operator shall dismantle, sever from the land, and remove any such item, the cost 


thereof to be for the joint account of the parties in proportion to their respective interests. 
If the Operator, within 90 days after the receipt of written notice from the Government, fails, 


neglects, or refuses to dispose of such property, the Government may itself enter upon the land, 


take possession of, and remove and dispose of any such property as above provided.
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADM IN ISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 600 


NOV 6 1952


FILE COPY 
SURNAME: 


W. Sam L. Pbflltpw	 $abjaeti Docket N. fl! 	 -'i.--* 
apruce Pjn	 Wray Mica Mine 
NGrth Carolina	 fltzzsvil]1e, Iorth 1Chr1tha 


1eference i made to the eabj.et docket. rou Uju 
recall that in a telehce convereatti advised that the 
proqe3.ine d a :øtt'act fr the ay Miea nine was being held 
up atil we received ** Oiner'a Cossent to Usc signed by the 
several overs ot the ama. 


.a you know', the ti'1sg lease is ot ahortdurat1ca,. 
only -three years, aM . uudcr 3flch ciroumetanoes Owner 'a Conceit 
to Lien cannot be waived. 


fle.€. advise as a to th. progress being ned. in 
obtaining the signatures oZ th cs to a conscut to tb
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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
.h3	 BUREAU OF MINES 


WASH INGTON 25, D. C.


October 7, 1952 


1IVV 
Memorandum	 '7 
To:	 Nonmetallic Minerals Division 


Defense Minerals Exploration Mxninistratiofl 


From:	 Chief, Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials Branch 


Subject: ttIEA-26117, Mica, Wray Mica Mine, Burnsville, 
North Carolina 


I concin' in the field teem's recommendation for a 


exploration proam in the amount of $7,200. 


W. F. Dietrich







Memorandum


G-MD-CNM 
UNITED STATES 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 	 3	 2 
September 26, 1952 


v 


.


	
IN REPLY REFERTO: 


REVIEW OF FIELD TEAM REPORT ON APPLICATION DNEA-2647 (mica) 


To:	 L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Eq1oration Administration 
From: R. E Van Aistine, U. S. Geological Survey 
Applicant: Clarence Sparks, John and Kenneth Blalock. 
Name of property: Wray mine. 
Location of property: SE of Burnsvile, Yancey County, North 


Carolina. 
Date of field team report: September 19, 1952. 
Authorship of field team report: K. H. Teague, A. L. Peyton, 


L. E. Shirley. 
Field team's recommendation: 


Dewater and recondition New South shaft; deepen it "to 140 
feet." Drive 40-foot drift northward to intersect possible 
down-rake of mica zone. If unsuccessful drive 40-foot drift on 
pegmatite to the south from the most likely place between the 
3140- and 3200-foot level. Total cost 47,2OO. 


Comments:
1. Shaft is to be deepened 40 feet to 3140-foot level, 


not to 140 feet as stated on page 4. 
2. Proposal to drift northward from New South shaft 


is not supported by the following data quoted in 
field team report, taken from a report made by a 
geologist who mapped the mine when it was accessible. 
P. 2 - "Very little mica was seen in these workings 
(northward from the New South shaft), and the 
whole operation seems to have been unprofitable." 
P. 3 - "The possibilities north of the new south 
shaft seem to have been exhausted. No adequate 
testing to the south, however, seems to have been 
done 
Based largely upon the information in the report 
by the geologist that mapped the peatite when 
it was last accessible, the target appears to be 
a possible third lens along a discontinuous mica 
shoot beneath barren quartz-plagioclase pegmatite 
(see map) in a part of the Wray mine that seemed 
to have been the site of an unprofitable operation.







S 


ACTION SUGGESTED: 
Possibly proposal should be restricted t 


south of the shaft, where testing is said to F 
adequate. If it is felt that the exploration 
shaft is justifiable, follow the field team's 


R. E. Van Aistine


o exploration 
ave been in-
north of the 
recowmendation.







GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 


A	
Spruce Pine ica Depot 
September 29, 1952


iüTERJOf 
Defense Minril,' Administration 


RECEIVED 


SEP3O952 


Mr. Lawrence G. Houk, Chief 
Non-Metallic Minerals Division 
Defense Minerals Exploration ministration 
Washington 25, D. C.


Re: Mic a Sample - Wray Mine 


Dear Mr. Houk; 


Mr. Sam L. Phillips has presented a sample of mica to the 
depot, from the Wray Mine, in Yancey County, and reauested that our 
buyers pass on it as to color, and acceptability under the preserrt 
Go-vernrnent Purchasing Program. 


We have found this sample to be ruby mica, and acceptable 
under this Program.


Yours very,truly, 


W S • Flynt 
Superint endent
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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION
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Room 13, Post Office Building

Knoxville, Tennessee


September 19, 19S2 


!emorandum 


To:	 Operating Committee, DXFA Uashington 


From:	 Field Team, 1]MEA Region 7, Knoxville, 1nnessee 


Subject: Field Examination Report, DMEA26147 (mica) Wray Nine0 
Sparks, Blalock and Blalock, applicants. 


Enclosed are 14 copies of the Field camination reports 


on the subject application, and 6 extra copies of the map. 


The Field Team agrees with the field examiners in 


recommending eploration on this peginatite. The contract should 


be prepared on the short foxm,


Robert A. Laurence, Executive Officer 
Field Team, 1EA. Region 7 


Wm. A. Beck, for V. J. Lynch 
U. S. Bureau of Nines
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UNITED STPT&

DEPARENT OF ThE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERA.LS EXPLORATION AiINISTRATION 


REPORT OF EXANINATION BY FIELD TERN, RX}ION VII 


mEa-26Ii7 WRIkY MINE (nica) 


Applicants: Clarence Spraks, John Blalock 
and Kenneth Blalock 


do Clarence Sparks, Burnsvifle, N. C. 


By 


Kefton H. Teague, Geologist 

U. S. Geological Survey 


A. L, Peyton, Mining Engineer 
and 


Lawrence E. Shirley, Mining Engineer 
U, S. Bureau of Ninea 


September 19, 19S2







Report of Field camination on 


]JNEL.-2617, JRAY MIN,_jmica) 


Applicants: Clarence Sparks, John Blalock, 
and Kenneth B].alock. 


c/o Clarence Sparks, Burnsvifle, N. C. 


The Applicant's lease covers only that portion of the mine 
south of the small stream which crosses the mine property, namely the 
Doiph Herwley, and the Ne Shaft portion of the mine, The Applicants 
pnpose to deepen the New South shaft I!.O feet and drive drifts on 
the pegmatite to the north and south. The Field Team believes that 
this proposal has merit, and recommends the following program: 


Dawater and recondition the New South shaft. 188 feet 
@ $20/ft.	 2000.00 


	


Deepen shaft Io feet $60/ft.	 2Li.00,00 
I0-foot drift to N, on 3]J.o ft. level 


	


@ $3S/ft,	 110o.00 
10-foot drift to S. between 31b.0 and 
3200 foot level @ $3S/ft.	 1h00.O0 


	


Total	 estimated cost	 $7 200.00 
Estimated time 110 shifts 


The Field Team examined the pronerty on September 9, 19S2, 
accompanied by John Blalock and Clarence Sparks, two of the applicants. 
Three hours were spent on the examination, 


The Wray mica mine (formerly known as the Ray mine) is in 
Yancey County, North Carolina, 2,3 miles 5, 310 B of Burnsvifle, It 
lies on a steep hillside half a mile east of Bowlens creek, and can be 
reached by automobile from Burnsville over the following route: drive 
south on North Carolina Highway 197 (paved) for 0.9 mile froi U0 S. 
Highway l9E, then southeast on the Bowlens Creek road (paved) for l.Ii 
miles and finally eastward up a poor, rocky dirt road for half a mile. 


No buildings or facilities are on the property. As stated in 
the lease and apparently shown on a sketch attached to the original 
application, this application covers only the two southernmost openings, 
namely the Doiph Hensley and the New South Shaft. The attached map 
shows these workings and the extent of the recommended exploration.
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The lease covers adequate area to permit the proposed exploration0 


The fofloming description of the geology and workings is taken 
from John M. Parkers III uxublished report for the U, S. G. S., dated 
May l91. No work has been done since that date, The mine is now flooded. 


"The Doiph Hensley or Bailey workings e near the crest of the 
low ridge south of the stream, They consist of a steeply inclined shaft 
that connects an old pit t-iith an adit (now closed) from the west, as 
well as drifts at two levels (see the underground map and sections A-B 
and C-D). Northeastward from the shaft the peiiatite thickens markedly 
to as much as 3 feet, and a core of alasldte is present. To the south-
west it pinches to a few inches at the surface and at the 32?8 to 3238 
foot level. The penatite widens rapidly at this lower level, and 
was very rich in mica for a distance of about L0 feet, It has been mined 
out to approximately the 3208-foot leve]..'! 


'The new south shaft is about 100 feet deep, and from its bottom 
a drift extends 160 feet to the northeast, The last 70 feet of this 
drift was stoped at two ieveisjin the per one the lowest Doiph 
Hensley works were encountered, The peginatite in more than l feet 
thick at the foot of the shaft, but narrows to 1 feet near the inner end 
of the drift; at the heading it is oxpanding again to the north. Very 
little nia was seen in these workings, and the whole operation seems 
to have been uxrofitable," 


ItAbout 80 feet east of the Dolph Hensley shaft is a small cut 
(Hicks cut) with an incline that plunges southwest. At the portal the 
pegmatite appears to crop out over an elliptical area; gneiss can be 
observed above and on both sides oC the peginatite, and apparently below 
as well." 


"The pegmatite consists chiefly of white plagioclase feldspar 
(albite-oligoclase) and blue-gray 4uartz, mostly in masses as much as 


to6 inches across, Some of the plagioclase is glassy. hite micro-
clime in large masses (1 1/2 feet) is sufficiently aboundant to form a 
significant by-product of mining operations; some is pale green amazon-
stone, Biotite occurs sparingly in scattered irregular aggregates of 
f1aks. slack tourmaline in thin crystals as long as 2 inches is 
abundant; it occurs as individual crystals and in irregular' clusters or 
radiating aggregates. It is commonly bent or broken, with the fractures 
filled by quartz. Pale green translucent to transparent beryl is also 
abundant and occurs as well-formed crystals 1 1/2 inches in maximum 
thickness, Small red garnet crystals and fine granular masses of garnet 
are plentiful. Autunite, thulite, and columbite-tantalite are present 
but rather rare.Pt


-2-
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fl4Aa.26l70 page 3 


"The muscovite is of good grade, and is of clear, red rum color0 
Some is ruled or had "A" structure. What little mica can be seen in 
the mine seems to be most abundant near the walls. It is reported to 
be concentrated in "chjeys" or shoots, but this could not be checked 
by observation." 


'At the Doiph Hensley workings the prospects to the north look 
poor. The bottom was not exposed, hence it is not known whether the 
mine could be deepened' 


"The possibilities north of the new south shaft seem to have been 
exhausted. No adequate testing to the south however, seems to have 
been done, In both the Doiph Hensley and the new south shafts con 
siderable portions of both hanging and footwalls have been left; these 
might have yielded mica," 


The proposal as indicated in the application is completely 
confused, Whoever prepared it had no idea of the problems involved 
and used their imagination freely. The proposed explorations as disa 
cussed by Blalock arid Sparks at the t line of the field examination is 
essentially the same as the one recommended in this report, 


The recommendation for exiloration is based on the following 
observations:


(1) The size of openings shown on the plan and longitudinal 
section of the Do].ph Hensley shaft suggest that a lens of mica rich 
penatite occurred in that area probably between the 32O and 3265. 
foot level.


(2) The above report by Parker states that "To the southwest,, 
,,,at the 3238 foot level the pegmatite was very rich in mica for a 
distance of about 1O feet. It has been mined out to approximately 
the 3208-foot level.1' 


(3) If these represent two different lenses, then there is a 
suggestion that the discontinuous mica shoot rakes to the southwest 
at an angle of approximately bSo. By deepening the lOO'foot shaft 
and drifting to the north, the down rake extension of the zone should 
be cut,


It is recommended that the New South shaft be dewatered and 
reconditioned. This shaft is in unweathered rock and should be in 
good condition,, Following reconditioning of the shaft it should be







I 
26l.L7	 page 1. 


deepened to 1140 feet. A 1.LO-foot drift should then be driven 
northward to intersect the possible down-rake of the mica zone0 
Should this program be successful, then no additional exploration 
is warrented; however, if it is unsuccessful a 140-foot drift should 
be driven on the pegmatite to the south from the most like]r place 
between the 31140 arid 3200 foot level9 


Estimated costs of this program are shown in the first part of 
this report. 


Sept, 9, 1952


K. H. Teague, USGS 


L. E. Shirley, USBM 


A. L. Peythn, USBN 


zm
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


BUREAU OF MINES	 / I i 
WASHINGTON 25. D.C.


August 19, 1952 


Memoranthun 


To:	 Nomnetaflic Minerals Division 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


Chief, Ceremic and. Fertilizer Materials Branch 


Subject: ]4EA-29i.7, Wray Mica Nine, Yancey County, 
North Carolina 


On the basis of the applicant t s description of present 


exposures, a field team investigation is recommended. General 


location within proximity of productive ruby mica mines supports 


possibility of obtaining ruby mica. 


W. F. Dietrich 


/ 
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OF	 IN REPLY REFER TO: 


-


UNITED STATES	
- 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR	 -• 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY ; 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 
Memorandum	 August 13, 1952 


REVIEW OF APPLICATION DMEA-2647 (Mica) 


To:	 L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration. 
From: P. L. Weis, U. S. Geological Survey. 
Applicant: Clarence Sparks, John Blalock, Kenneth Blalock. 
Name of property: Wray Mica Mine. 
Location of property: Yancey County, North Carolina. 
Estimated cost of project: 48,936.5O. 
Summary of applicant's proposal: 


Sink a 5 x 7 foot shaft to a depth of 120 feet, and 
drift from it to penatite contacts in various places on the 
way down. 


Sources of information on applicant's property: 
1) U. S. Geological Survey Confidential Report, 1944, by 


J. M. Parker. 
2) U. S. Geological Survey maps by Parker and Wolf. 


3) Purchase records, Colonial Mica Corporation. 
Comments:


1) The applicants state that they expect to encounter three 
pegmatites in the anticipated shaft, but geologic maps, 
cross sections and written reports indicate the presence 
of only one pegnatite, with an essentially vertical dip. 
The New South and Doiph Hensley shafts are in this peg-
matit e, and are connected by workings on two levels that 
extend through the pegmatite. 


2) According to observations and recommendations by Parker, 
the most favorable sites for further exploration are, in 
order of preference: 


(a) The hanging wall side of the pegmatite near 
the JessPenland cut. 


(b) The hanging wall side of the pegmatite near 
the Brownie shaft. 


(c) Those parts of the pegmatite remaining on 
the hanging wall arid footwall between the 
New South and Doiph Hensley shafts. 


(d) The area south of the New South shaft. 


The exploration program should be modified in view of 
the above recommendations by Parker, and a more practical, 
and preferably somewhat less expensive program should 
be laid out. Although production from this mine has been 
substantial in the past, there is reason to believe that 
much of the pegmatite is now mined out. Any exploration 
plan should recognize the likelihood that future production 
will probably not constitute more than a relatively small 
fraction of past production.







RCONMENDATION: 


Refer to the field team, to work out a more practical 
exploration program, and one more in keeping with the geolo 
of the property.


I 


Paul L. Weis 
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STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE 1NTRIOR	 Budget Bureau No. 42—R1035.1. 


ENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATIO 
Form MF-1O$	 U (Revised June)95i)


MF-103 Should Be Filed With General Technical Data Form MF-100 


- Not To Be Filled mb 
. \- ' APPLICATION FOR AID FOR AN 


EXPLORATION PROJECT PURSUANT TO 


MINERAL ORDER 5, UNDER 


DEFENSE PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950


Docket No.	 bbEj.V1--------------------
Metal or Mineral ---------------------------------------
Date Received i151.---------------------
Amount$ ------------------------------------------------
Participation (Government %) 


Clarence $parks, John Blalock 
& Kenneth Blaiock tr/a -r 


Wray Mica Mine 
c/o Clarence Sparks 
Burnsvifle, North Carolina 


L	 I	 Date


Name aiid 
address of 
applicant 


If you have already filed MF-100, give date filed ---------------------------------, type of assistance requested - 



DMA Docket Number (if available) 


INSTRUCTIONS 


Read Mineral Order 5, Regulations Governing Government 
Aid in Defense Projects, before completing this application. 
Submit four copies each, of the signed application form, Gen-
eral Technical Data Form MF-100, and answers to questions 
as specified, to Defense Minerals Administration, Department 
of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or to the nearest field 
executive office thereof, with your name and address on each 
sheet of the application and all accompanying papers. If you


have previously filed MF-100, it is not necessary to file it 
again. However, you should indicate in space provided above 
the type of assistance' previously applied for (loans, procure-
ment contracts, etc.) and DMA Docket Number, if available. 
When a question is inapplicable it should 'be so stated in the 
foi'in. Additional sheets should be attached in answering any 
questions or in supplying additional information. IF YOU 
CANNOT ANSWER A QUESTION, SO STATE. 


1. (a) Give a description of the real property that will be in any way involved in the exploration project, including any existing 
mine or operating property. 


(b) If you are not the owner of 'the property, submit a copy of the lease, purchase option, or other agreements under which 
you are authorized to operate the property with each copy of your application. 


(c) Give the legal description of the exact parcel, plot, or area upon which the exploration is to be conducted. 


NOTE: (1) If both areas are the same, so state. The only obligation to repay the Government is from the net earnings 
from any commercial discovery made in the area specified in (c) above in which the exploration is to be con-
ducted, and the expenditure of funds which may be charged as costs of the project must be limited to that 
area or to work necessary to perform the exploration in that area. 


(2) If applicant is not the owner of the property or if there are any liens or encumbrances against the property, 
copy of agreements of claimants, lienors, encumbrances, and lessors subordinatingtheir interests in the prop-
erty to the interest of the Government under the Exploration Project Contract will be required for attach-
ment to the Contract. 


2. (a) What metals or minerals do you expect to find? 


(b) Furnish statement of the geologic features of your property, giving type of ore deposit and reasons for expecting to find 
commercial ore bodies. Illustrate with maps or sketches. If you have a geologic or engineering report, or assay maps 
showing width and grade, please send them with application, stating whether or not you wish to have them returned. 


-	 16-54067-2







'-1 
The information requested iestions 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 below should swered specifically and in detai1,s this 


information will be attached to and incorporated as part of the Exploration Project Contqact, if such contract is entered-into 
with you by the Government. 


ANSWER EACH QUESTION ON SEPARATE SHEETS OF PAPER AND SUBMIT A COPY OF EACH ANSWER 
FOR EACH COPY OF YOUR APPLICATION. 


3. (a) Describe fully the proposed work and give the total cost of the project. 


(b) State the time required to start the project and to complete it. 


4. Submit a map or sketch of the property involved showing a plan (and cross section, if needed) of the present mine workings 
and the location of the proposed exploration work as related to geologic features, such as contacts, veins, ore-bearing beds, etc. 


5. Furnish an itemized list of existing facilities, buildings, installations, and fixtures with-a statement of the cost of any neces-
sary rehabilitation or repairs to put into useful and operable condition. 	 - - -	 -, 


6. Furnish a detailed list of additional facilities, buildings, and fixtures to be purchaed, hista11ed,pr erected by you, with the esti-
mated cost of each item.	 - 


7. Furnish a detailed list of operating equipment, separated into items to be—


(a) Rented 


(b) Purchased 


(c) Furnished by you	 - 


with the rental, purchase price, or depreciation of each item, as the case may be, to be charged as a cost of the project. 


8. Furnish an itemized schedule of labor, by numbers and classes (miners, muckers, etc.) and of supervisors by numbers and 
positions, with the maximum wages or salaries to be paid to each. 


9. Furnish a detailed list with estimated cost of each item for materials, supplies, engineering, assaying, accounting, power, 
water, utilities, and any other items not provided for above. 


10. (a) How much are you prepared to invest in the proposed project? 


(b) Is this amount sufficient to pay your part of the cost of the project, in accordance with the regulations on Government 
participation (Sec. 9 of MO-5)? 


11. State any conditions or circumstances regarding the property not sufficiently brought out by the foregoing questions. 


CERTIFICATION - 	 : - 
The undersigned company, and the official executing this certification on its behalf, hereby certify that the information con-


tained in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete to the best of their knowledge and belief. 


Clarence Sparks, John Blalock 
& Kenneth Blalock tr/a 


Wray Mica Mine. 
(Name of company) 


t192_________ 
(Date)


By -----------------
(Signature of authorized official) 


Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a willfully false statement or representation to any department or agency 
of the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction.


U. S. GOVERNMEST PRESTING OFFICE 	 le—e4067-2
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Mr. Clarence Sparks 
Burnaville 
North Caroli.na


Subject:	 F2617 
Re: Exploration Assistance 
Wr Mine 
August 12, l92 


) r dear Mr. Sparks: 


The receipt of your application dated gust 7, 19S2, 


for exploration assistance under the Defense Production Act of 1950, 


as amended, is hereby acknowledged. 


Your application has been -assigned Docket Number DNEA..261j,7 


and referred to the NonMetaUic Minerals Division. 


Kindly refer to DNE1 .. 26Z7 in any future correspondence 


relating to your application.


Sincerely yours, 


ROBERT E, ADAMS 


Robert E. Adams 
Chief, Operation's Control 


and Statistics Division 


2451
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C. BRASWELL CDLLINS 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


THE ALINOTON BUILDING 


1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N. W. 

WASHINGTON 5, 0. C. 


NATIONAL 7BQB 


August 8, 1952


F E"1 


[UG1 1 1952 


Mr. Lawrence A. Houk 
Room l.635 
Defense Minerals Exploration Adininistrat ion 
Department of the Interior 
19th & E Streets, N. W. 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Houk: 


Tendered herewith is an application in quadruplicate for the 
Wray Mine, Yancey County, North Carolina. 


If any other information is desired, please feel free to call 
upon the services of this office.


Sincerely yours, 


C. BraswellCollins 


CBC /amb 


Enclosures







STATE OF NoRm,cB A
	 I 


COUNTY OF_________________


POWER OF. ATTORNEY 


We, 
I


the partners and tI 


joint venturers in the partnership of 	 ?.c..e& 


do hereby appoint C. B. Collins our attorney and empower him to act in our stead 


before the Defense Minerais:Exploration Administration, DMPA, and other Government 


agencies having jurisdiction over mining exploration and production incentives and 


empower him to prosecute our applications and to enter into contracts with said 


agencies binding us, with the same force and effect as if any one of us or all of 


us were to negotiate, sign, or enter into said contracts. 


Done this 17'_day of in the County of 


____________________________, State of North Carolina.


(sEi) 


(sEAL) 


(sEAL) 


(sEAL) 


(sEAL) 


State of North Carolina 


County of___________________ 


(-&a,O44..	 , a Notary Public in and for 


the State of North Carolina do hereby certify that _Q&....A_L&. 


(7	 A	
..'	


A - 


	


did tIis/ 7	 day of	 /9-ersonally appear before me and 


execute the above set forth power of attorney


tary Public 
My Connuission Expires: 


Q-ct
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STA OF NORTh CAROLINPi 


COUNTY OF YANCEY 


ThIS LEASE made this the 6th day of May, 1952, by Mrs. Alice S. Byrd, 


a widow, of the County of Buncombe and. State of North Carolina; J. Frank Ray 


and. wife, Ruby Bay, of the State of Washington; Mrs. J. A. Higgins, a widow; 


Mrs. Pansy Ray, a widow; and. Nu.Wray, Inc., a Corporation, all of the County 


of Yancey and State of North Carolina and. hereinafter called parties of the 


first part, to John Blalock, Sam Phillips, Kenneth Blalock and Clarence Sparks 


of the County of Yancey and. State of North Carolina, hereinafter called. 


parties of the second part:


W ITNES SETH 


ThAT FOR 1D IN CONSIflERATION of the sum of $1.00 in hand. paid by the 


parties of the second. part to the parties of the first part, receipt of which 


is hereby acknowledged., and. the further consideration of full compliance with 


the agreements hereinafter set forth, the parties of the first part have bar-


gained. and. leased. and. d.oby these presents bargain and lease unto the parties 


of the second part, their successors or assigns, the exclusive rights and pri-


vileges of mining and. removing minerals from that tract or parcel of land 


situated. in Burnsvifle Township, County of Yancey and..State of North Carolina 


and. described. as follows: 


KNOWN as the Bailey Hole and. Hicks Mine and. including area between 
the two branches, one being on the North side and one on the South 
side of said mines or openings. 


And the terms and. conditions of this Lease are as follows: 


1. THRM. This Lease shall be for a period. of three years from this 


date with the privilege of renewal fi5r an additional three years., providing 


that the terms and- conditions of said Lease are fully complied. with. 


2. RIGHI COIVJ.YJD. Full mining rights and. privileges, including 


the right of ingress and. egress, right to construct road ways, flume lines, 


power lines, tram roads; erection of machinery and buildings and. the use of 


timber on said property, except such timber as would. make saw timber, is 


hereby granted. 


3. ROYALTY. The roylty for all minerals mined and removed from the 


said property shall be paid to Dover B. Fouts, Trustee, for the benefit of







.	 I 


EOF, this Lease has been executed in duplicate in the


Mrs. Alice S. Byrd; J. Frank Ray and wife, Ruby Bay; Mrs. J. A. Higgins; Mrs. 


Pansy Ray; and Nu Wray, Inc. The royalty to be paid shall be one-eighth (1/8) 


of the sales price of all Mica mined, and removed, from said property; 50$ per 


ton for all Feldspar mined and removed from said property; and. for all other 


minerals mined and removed from said property the usual and customary royalty 


prevailing in Yancey County, North Carolina. 


. TIME OF PAYMENT. Royalty shall be paid on the 1st and 15th of each 


month and. duplicate sales slips shall be furnished to the Trustee, hereinbefore 


named, showing the amount of minerals sold and the price obtained therefor. 


5. CESSATION OF MflING OPERATIONS. Mining operations shall begin with-


in 60 days from the date of this Lease and shall continue with reasonable 


regularity and if mining operations cease for a period of 60 days then this 


Leasec-shall be null and void, unless the cessation of mining operations is 


prevented by weather conditions or conditions usually termed Acts of God. 


6. BREACH OF LEASE. If the parties of the second part, their succes-


sors or assigns, fail to comply with any of the conditions or provisions of 


this Lease then said Lease, or any renewal thereof, shall be null and void 


and all the rights granted hereunder shall cease. And the parties of the 


first part, their successors or assigns, may re-enter said property without 


any action at law to declare said. Lease, or any renewal, void. However, 


upon said Lease becoming null and void the parties of the second. part, their 


successors or assigns, may have 4-5 days within which to remove anyinachinery 


or buildings from said property. 


7'. ROADS. It is understood and agreed that any roads used or construc-


ted by the parties of the second part, their successors or assigns, to carry 


on mining operations may likewise be used. 'by the parties of the first part, 


their successors or assigns, in carrying on operations on any other lands In 


the territory owned by them, but the use of such roads shall not Interfere 


with the rights of the parties of the second part, their successors or assigns. 


8. ASSIGNMENT. The parties of the second part, their successors or 


assigns, agree that they will not make any assignment of this I 4ease without 


the written permission of the parties of the first part. 







.	 I 
way and. maimer hereinafter indicated by the affixing of hands and seals and 


by said instrument being signed by the granting Corporation by authority of 


its Board of Directors duly given, as of the day and year first above wri.tteia. 


/s/ Mrs. Alice S. Byrd (SEAL) 


/s! J. Frank Ray (SEAL) 


/5/ Ruby Bay (SEAL) 
her 


/s! Mrs. J.- A. Higgins ark(SEAL) 


/s/ Mrs. Pansy'Ray (SEAL)


/ Ruth W. Gauthier 
My Commission Expires Feb 23, 1951i. 


ATTEST: 


/8/ BuhT . Wra 
Secretary 


$TTE OF NORTH CAROLINA 


COUNTY OF YANCEY


/5/ John Blalock -	 (SEAL) 


/s/ Sam Phillips	 (SEAL) 


/s/__Kenneth_Blalock___ 	 (SEAL) 


/s! Clarence Sparks 	 (SEAL) 


Nu Wray, Inc. 


By /s! Mrs. Julia Wray 


Personally caine before me this day Mrs. J. A. Higgins, Mrs.. Pansy Ray, 


John Blalock, Kenneth Blalock and Clarence Sparks, to me well known to be the 


persons who signed the foregoing Lease and. who acknowledged the due execution 


of said instrument by themselves for the purposes therein expressed. 


Witness my hand and notarial seal this the30 day of Nay, 1952. 


/s!	 G. M. Angel 
My commission expires the
	


Notary Pu:blic 


5day of April ...:19 53 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 


COUNTY OF BUNCONBE 


Personally came before me this day Mrs. Alice S. Byrd, to me well known 


to be the person who signed the foregoing lease and who acknowledged the due 


execution of said instrument by herself for the purposes therein expressed. 


Witness my hand and notarial seal this the30 day of May, 1952. 


Is!	 G. M. Angel 
My Commission Expires the	 Notary Public 


____day of-April 1953







STATE OF WASHINGTON 


cITY OF WAIJ& WALLP 


Personally came. before me this day J. Frank Ray and wife, Ruby Ray, to 


me well known to be the persons who signed the foregoing Lease and who acknow-


ledged the due execution of said instrument by themselves for the purposes 


therein expressed.. 


Witness my hand ar.notarial seal this the15th day ofMay 1952. 


/5/	 Gail Gilpatrick 
Notary Public My Comrriission Expires the 


10th day of November 19 55.' 


STA.TE OF NORTh CABOLINA 


COUNTY OF YAI'TCEY 


Personally came-before me, the undersigned Notary Public, on this day 


Mrs. Julia Wray, who being duly sworn, says: 


That she is President of Nu-Wray, Inc., one of the Grantors in the 


foregoing Lease, and that :Rush Wray is Secretary of said Corporation; that 


she knows the Corporate Seal of said Corporation. That she, the said Julia 


Wray, signed the said instrument as President of said Corporation and Rush 


Wray signed the instrument as Secretary in attestation thereof and he, the 


said Rush Wray, affixed the Corporate Seal to said instrument in the presence 


of said President and that said instrument is the act andy deed of said Cor-


poration and the execution thereof was duly authorized by the Board of Direc-


tore duly, given. 


Witness my hand aud notarial seal this the' 30 day of May, 1952. 


My coission expires the 



5 'day of April 1953.'


/s!	 G. MAnge1 -	
'	 Not.rr Public 
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11/6/52 Ietter to Se .1. Phillips regarding a Ow*srs Caneent to 


LieS. Property owsz. are sa1 aM wtdal7 scattered. *" 
Phillips has b& 4tUIC*lty aeqdrtng all signatures. 


lot.:	 Processing of apltcstio* held in abeiane. ses aeiths 
at the request of , Pht11ts. Ptnafl7 in Ja. 1953 he •.. 
presented a aew less., new	 Consent to Lise, SM 


	


•	 new nees of partners.	 . •. 


	


•	 6//53. bs'd new less. froi '. Sm L. PhtlUps 
6/zSf5


	


	 areting Coamittee requested Kr. Leuremce Rgton UI, to 

20SX3*t5 the epplisatto'n. 


6/2/5 Smnt Ad*tnistrstO's lett•r . io Mr. Saa Phillips requesting



	


•	 new applioatIo s*d.to establish assigzia.nt of appltcatton 


	


•	 .	 by aasiànt of interest of former partner's to the new . 
2	 -pr't.	 .........................	 .	 . 


6/23/53. R.c 'd eeno .fros ièld Tsa, DIÜL, aegion YZI, in answer ta 
•	 perating Coa.iittee's letter of 6/15/53 . Yield TCSS	 .. 


agreeabl. to a lenisi f appliCation if Wasbigton Off ie 
4 not consider th& crit na suUictent . to justify a.



	


•	 project..	 .	 .	 • 


Resume:
This *zplor'ation concrne a mica-bearing psgmattte previo*l7 


mined. tbrogh two shafts ssparate& on fron the. other • about 150 
feetone,.knon'as th olphH.naleyShaftis.?0 feet deep, andthe 
other,, the New South Shaft 1*. 100 feet deep.	 th.	 • 


nation lLeport is an sxc,llent	 with i.Cttons shqWtng detail 

th. two shafts and connecti g md,ergroixnd drif ii and stop.s. . 


Th sine i.e now filled with water and at the tte of	 •

inspection b7 th.aCA 7teldTea, there was little to observe. Th.. 
engineers were compelled to base their 4edtwtiona an, recomesndatiàne ••. 


on tb..histcr1c repOrt etd. saps pertaining to the property ptepare& 
b' Joha R. Parker UI, U. S G S , in 19L$4. 


he report by the field engineers reeo*iasndad an elorat ton 
project consisting o sinking the law south KMit another: 40 feet en 


• 5jftj therefrom about 40 feet north 84& 40 feet south. The work 
was •sttamted.to cost $7,200.00.	 .	 .	 •. 


• .	 . The proposed prolsat was based on the assuaption that wita

enrichsst (now sined Ott) described by Parker es occ*rrtng in 
stave at 25O to 326j levatton5 and occurring in .a aecond at 32$ 4 . - 
3308 elevations, repreSented two .ieparat. lenses and. that r.00aurr.in 


• 1•u*es sight occur dipping downward and raking to the. Soatheest. : 
However, there is no positive criteria that such is the. case and it 
is. a probability that is iosswhat ranote. Th. 165 toot drift north 


•	 •.	 •	 •	 •	 •	 -2-	 •	 •	 •	 .	 -	 •	 -







fre* the New South Shaft cut tinder the steped grotmd and showed 
negative results, ath to tX7 ate greater depth, 40 faSt, as 
proposed, would likewise prove neattYe, in all probability 


tøn the request of the Operating Coiittse 1 the D1A 
Field	 rsjtMid their views, concluding their reply a$ 
follow.:


'If this possibility (in rofexenee to the reoccurring 
leases) does not esea good enogJi. to 3uetUy an 
•zplOratton toatract, we recoeM that the appitcatioft 
be denied.0 


There, therefore, eena to be general agreement that the 
basis for a project is we* and this is eznphast:ed when one 
o'bservea the proposed work indicated on Longitii.d.tnal Projection 
C-D of accomanyiig nap of the 1rey Vine. 


Cosasuts s$ oumendstton: 
This application project is an .xe.apl. of a dtff&cult 


e,plors.tion to appraise. There i. little observable erttria, 
sad even 'with the historic report eM essflent plan ad sections 
prepared bj 1cr. PIa.lt.r, & determination is diffissit to sake. 
Hwex, after w.Ighiig the pros and con,, as best possible, tit. 
RonaetaUic Kinerals Divi ton feels that the proposal is insuf-
ficiently *oisd to recommend for a co7ltract The aplicatton for 
esplorstion aesistance should. be denied. 


Jasper T Robertson 
Noniaetalltc Vinerals Division 


JTRobertson dec 7/2)1/53 
Copy to: Admr R. Ills 


Docket File 
1r. Honk /
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UNITED STATES	 : 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION	 - - 


•


KNOXvjL 2, TENN. 


•	 Jurm23, 1953 


Tos	 Operating ConEiittee, D I L P .- Washington 


From:	 Field Team, I) M A-' Region 'DII 


Subjoct.i Docket No. 	 .2517 (mica) Wr Mica Mine, Clarence Sparks, Applicit 
BurntvIlle, L C. 


Reference is made to the Operating Coimritte&s letter regarding 
subject application. 


•	 A review of avai].able file data on subject mine cbes not in. 
dicato that adequate surface possibilities exist northeast of the 
Dolph }Iensley shaft or southwest of the ew South Shaft. to justity surface 
exploration in those areas. 


The floiph Hen sl.y shaft is caved and probably has been systema. 
atically robbed, thus there is little hope of approaching the pegmatite 
froa that area. 


The Field teai* report and reconwiendations therein Is based al. most entirely on a stut and interpretation of Parkert a, etc.., report and • naps. The examiners based their recommendations on the possibility that 
•another concentration of mit miit occur at depth . as suges ted in item 3 • of' the examination report, 	 .	 .	 . 


• If this possibility does not seem good enough, to justif an 
exploration contract, we recommend thct the application be zied, 


Robert A. Laurence, executive Offic 
B. M.	 A. 


Win. A. Beck, for V. J., 1nch 
U. S. Bweau of &nes 


cot 
ae


41le*







UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


r, sen L. ThilUps 
•p1p. ?i,, llorth Carolir* 


Kes Docket $0. tM-26147 (Wtoa) 
Clarence 8psslcs 
pray Miss Miss 
*ix'nsviiis, Uorth C*rolt* 


i)ear Mr. fltUipst 


Beterete is *sdo to yotw letter of Jtu* 2, sd-
iressad to r. Lswreme G Nouk Cldaf o,i*t*13tc Mii*i*2s 
Division, eec1osii therein a w aa. on the Wrs Kiss, 
referred to in ap9ieattQfl for xp1ort ton Project Contract 
Docket No. VIA.2Q47. 


The contract application is aids in the ri' of 
C1ara, spark, JoIu* DisloeM, aid Xmai.th Bislook, 4oia 
business as the WrS Kics Kiss, aid is sin.d by Kr Ct B. 
CoU ins as utter -is-fast for the.. tsividnsls. w 


w lasas i4jmb ys have sent tidisates that the lessees 
are . F, Ttppett, Ben Blaleek, zen 1. * VldUipe --I Jefl 
miiii	 *ans of these isdividuele sp*sr to be psrti*e 
to the orisisis.1 application. aid ssritl*r do they e tO be 


sbsrs at t$ ornLzstion u as the W MIa* Kiss 
zplorstion proJ.ct sentract canoot be 


in yea' i with respect to this proprt7 un3e$e-. 


it	 a statement tr	 1 the 
eimers of the uriglail .liOsttOft, or their 
sttaracy-th4act, that they have withra'm in 


w favor. 


2. You sign aid ?orisrd s nsw eppI teat ion. 


3. IOu lidars the OcvoJ'Eflt of the r:s 
of these with en thi .zplcs!stion project_con-
trast is to be e; it there is to be a srtssr-
iip, its n-, U Afltl B48 s3so be t'.wniohed. 


iimere1i. ycr, 


AEKax*/emd 6/23/3 
Copy to Doshet 


Ads. B. Pt1 
C. 


1M24 en,1teg. 


L.BottluM


C. 0. Mittendorf 


Mlidnietr*tOr 
VU(2) 


AE.Ksns chron. peMing







fS 


bt :L.	 zbjeat:- ocet . JT? - ica .	 ico,	 Ciano 
:,	 viz	 ray LLa n 


13, :t 2Z	 wnvtUe north flina CñOXViU, 2, Lennee 


ar.Lauzencez 


efr3flCe	 )$ O the 'ijct L.• cm 1e1 te	 ort	 zØ ontnj Ize uar Mith de nin it 4i eot aM dz&1t1ng 4.0 t north	 40 feet	 a ti	 iitro Qt 7,2O.CO. 


\	 V,O7 ('? 'e Mi 
tIc rc, 
o121 ix'vy	 i tcar t	 itr tht t teh t'	 :ItitI! tr (h 'er	 (f.aflSØ ot a1i g	 dIovery of *tca. The Nov south .bft *nc t& rft tic	 frot 1sre1 1&icato t!t uy cut!tet. titrd ra j jr toti had ee1e4 out. tJit itr	 po1bi1jtj •	 o4t north of Mie Joth lienaiey ;báft nt1 to the south f t) Nr	 Mft i 


iii, therefoe, uto 12it yon re ezLe to at fri	 files ,ith a viev to	 uei	 oh W4T


ncere2y ywc, 
•	


G?orge C. Set1ridg 


ciza,	 rat. 
LGNmk :gad 


6/10/53 
Copy to: Adnir. R. .1e 


d es	 Docket' File • -• • 3. H.8 g -	
•	 et2ng Cittee 


•	 WU QjW 
Z4Ifl	 . Die trich, 3526 


' Ir. Zarrabee, G-232 GSA Bldg. :	 -	 A. R. Kinkel, Jr.	 -	 14L' Houk 
•	


- i,	 1-1	 irvi	 -	 -	 -	 -.	 S - -







UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


/	
BUREAU OF MINES	 O'T 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


October 7, 19 


z*etsUic ne's1s DvijCn 
tenee *in.rsle 1cratiOn Mii4atration 


iiet, Cerar$c aM ertilier )tera3.s rench 


SubJect aw26le7, Xtcs, Vz'ar W.ca *tr*, naviU, 
Lrth CsroUis 


the tieU te'a re	 datLo to? a



exor*tio progri in the **uflt Of $7,200. 


W. P. etr±ch
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 	 ::. 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY



WASHINGTON 25. D. C.


IN REPLY REFER TO: 


0-MD- CNN 


26, 1952 


Memorandum 


REVIEW OF FIELD TAM REFORT ON APPLICATION DMEA-2647 (mica) 


To:	 L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals E1oration Administration 
From: R. E. Van Aistine, U. S. Geological Survey 
Applicant: Clarence Sparks, John and Kenneth Blalock. 
Name of property: Wray mine. 
Location of property: SE of Burnsville, Yancey County, North 


Carolina. 
Date of field team report: September 19, 1952, 
Authorship of field team report: K. H. Teague, A. L. Peyton, 


L. E. Shirley. 
Field teamt s recommendation: 


Dewater and recondition New South shaft; deepen it "to 140 
feet," Drive 40-foot drift northward to intersect possible 
down-rake of mica zxie • If unsuccessful drive 40-foot drift on 
pegmatite to the south from the most likely place between the 
3140- and 3200-foot level. Total cost 7,2O0. 


Comments:
1. Shaft is to be deepened 4Q feet to 3140-foot level, 


not to 140 feet as stated on page 4. 
2.. Proposal to drift northward from New South shaft 


is riot supported by the following data quoted in 
field team report, taken fran a report made by a 
geologist who mapped the mine when it was accessible. 
P. 2 - "Very little mica was seen in these workings 
(northward from the New South shaft), and the 
whole operation seems to have been unprofitable." 
P. 3 - "The possibilities north of the new south 
shaft seem to have been exhausted. No adequate 
testing to the south, however, seems to have been 
done •" 
Based largely upon the information in the report 
by the geologist that mapped the peiatite when 
it was last accessible, the target appears to be 
a possible third lens along a discontinuous mica 
shoot beneath barren quartz-plagioclase pegmatite 
(see map) in a part of the ray mine that seemed 
to have been the site of an unprofitable operation.











rTT . •. 


UWITDSTATES -	 DEPARTMENT OF ThE IWENIOR 


DEFENSE MINEfl1S EXPLOFJION AWINISTRATIOI 


BF'oi?r OF EXAWfLOI'J B! FlD TEA)!, RIZ}ION VII 


IE&.2617, w y NINE (!nica) 


Applicants: Clarence Spraks, John Blalock, 
and kenneth Blalock 


do Clarence Sparks, BurnsviUe, N C. 


•	 By 


Kefton H. Teague, Geologist

U. S. Geological Survey 


•	 A L. Peyton, Nining gineer 


Lawrence E. Shirley, )lining Engineer 
U. S. Burcau of jj	 : 


•	 Bev1e'7ed by 


•	 -	 D1EA OPERATING COMMITTEE 


(ate) 
September 19, 19S2


li
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R*port of held Trn4tton on 


$pplicantss Clarence Sparks, John 41lock, 

end Kenneth Blalocic. 


do Clarence Sparks, Biirn3viUe, N. C. 


The Applicantls lease covers only thnt portion oi the mine 
south of the amaU stream Which crosses the nine prcperty, nszne the 
D)lph Hensley, and the New Shaft portion of the mine. The Applicants 
propose to deepen the New South shaft 140 feet and drite drifts on 
tae peimtite to the north and south. The RI Old Teen believes that 
this proposal has merit, and recommends the touowing progran: 


Dewater and recondition the New South shaft. lO feet 
@ $20/ft.	 $20O000 


Deepen shaft 140 feet a $6C/ft.	 21400.00

140aifOt drift to N. on 31140 ft. level 


• $3/ft.	 11400.00

140.u.Ioot drift to S. between 31140 end 
3200 foot level @ 3S/ft.	 LOO.00 


Total estimated cost	 2Q0.0O 
Estimated t&xae UO shifts 


The t$d ¶1ean exwnind the prort r on $epternber 9, 19S2, 
accompanied by John Blalock and ClarenIe Sparks, two of the applicants. 
Three hourà were spent on the examination. 


The Wr mica mine (fonnsr2y known as the Ray mine) is in 
Yancey County NOrth Carolina, 2.3 miles S. 31° B of Bur'nsviUe. t 
lies on a steep hills3ia. half a mile east of Bowlens creak, and can be 
reacted by automobile i'z'om BurnaiUe over the following route* drive 
south on North Carolina Higiway 19? (paved) for' 0.9 nile from U. S. 
Highway 19€, then southeast on the Bowlene Creek road (paved) for 1.14 
milep and fThiy eastward up a poor, rocI dirt road foz ha]! a idle. 


No bmildings or facilities are on the property. A sthted in 
the lease and apparen11y shown on a sketch attached to the original 
application, thiø application covcrs only the to southernmost opexdngs, 
nazuely the Dolph Renaley and the New South Shaft. The attached irap 
ahow these wozldngs and the extent of the recoiiwiended eloration..







•• 


The lease covers adeqets axes to permit the pr'cposed e2m'atton. 


• The taUitng description of the .geo10 and workings ii takem 

from Joint L Parkers lIZ wpub3iahed rort for the 3J• 1;. G. S. 1 dated 
Z4 L9Ut.	 work has been thn. sinc* that date. The nine a i flooded. 


'Ths Ii$ msley or Bailey workings lie near the orest of the 
law rides south of the stream. They consist at * atU pl7 inclined shaft 
that oonnects en old pit with an edit (now closed) from the vast, as 
veil as ifts at two levels (see the underground map and sectiona A-B 
and cr0. )lor eastward frcm the shaft the pe*ttt* thickens nexicedi 
to as	 .s35teet,andecor*otalssIdt.isPrSUflt. To th. south-






west it pinches to a few inches st the surfaCe end &t the 318 to 3238 
toot Level. The peatite widens rapidly at this lower lovei and 
was vazy rich in mica for a distance of about 0 feet. It ha* bcen mined 
Out to prOLW7 the 3208-foot 3ev4. 


"The new south shaft is about 100 f..t deep and from its bottcnt 
a diift extends 160 feet to the northeast. Th. last 70 feet of this 
th'ift was etoped at two levels; in the per on. the lowest r]!ph 
Mrn*lej works were encountered. The pegeatits is more than i feet 
thik at the foot of the att, but narrows to 14 feet near the inner end 
of the drittj at the beading it is epandthg again to the zrth. Vezy 
littLe *tca was seen in these workings, end the whele aporation seems 
to have been wrofttable." 


*About 60 test sOt of the 1)o1h Hensley shaft in a small cut 
(Htoka cut) with an inCline t&t plunges sontlwest, !t the portal the 
peptatite appears to crop out ozer an e]lptioel area; gnai.s can be 
observed above and on both sides o the petite, aix sarently below 
as well." 


"The pegmatite oonsists thieflr of whits plagiocla.. feldspar 
(slbte-oligoclas.) and blue'grq ivarta, mostly in asses. ** svi* as 


to 6 ineitee aarss, Souw of the plagioclase is g].*ssy. White aicroii. 


nitic*nt by'.rduet of mining operations; sowe is pale green ssason. 
stone. i3iottt..cemrs spsring3.y in scattered irregular aggregates of 
flak.s. la* touraslins in thin Crystals as 1og as 2 inches is 
abuxaiant; it 000urs ** individual crystals and in irregular clusters or 
radietin aggregates, It i ct*aonly bent or broken, i4th the fracs 
filled by quarts. Pale green translucent to tr*nspent biryl is also 
abundant and occurs as weil-torn.d c yetal 1 3/2 inches in maxianus 
thickness.	 U red arn.t crystals end fins granular masses of garnet

are plentiful. A4tunit. 1 thulite, and coluatbite4antalite are pru.ent 
but rather r*re' 


•	 •	 •	 •
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IRE '26147. page 3 


11 Th0 musoovite is of good grade, and Ia of clear, red ri color. 
Some is riled or had RjR structure. What little mica can be seen in 
the mine seems to be most abundant near the walls. It is reported to 
be concentrated in "chimneys" or Shoots, but this could not be checked 
by observationl' 


11At the Doiph Herslsy workin;s the prospects to the north look 
poor. The bottom was not exposed, hence it is not known wheter the 
mine could be deepened 


"The possibilities north of the new south shaft ee* to have been 
exhausted. No adequate tesin to the south, however, seoms to have 
been &rne. In both the Iklpb ilenaley and the ncw south shafts con. 
siderable portions of both hanging and footwalls hav, been lefts those 
might have yielded mica." 


The proposal as incdcated in the ap4iction is conzpletely 
confused. Whoever prepared it had no idea of the problems involved 
and used their inagination freely. The proposed explorations as die 
cussed by Blalock arid Sparks at the t iue of the field examination is 
essentially the sane as the one recommended in this report. 


The reoommnendation for exp3.o.aUon is based on the following 
observations *


(1) The size of openings shown on the plan and longitudinal 
section of the Ilpb ensley shaft suggest that a lena of mica rich 
penatite oocur'ed in that area probably between the 3250 and 326-
foot level.


(2) The above report by Parker states that "To the southwest.. 
..at the 3238 foot level the pegniatite was very rich in mica for a 
distance of about 140 feet. It has been mined out to proxi.mateiy 
the 3208-foot level." 


(3) If these represent two different 1eses, then there is g 
suggestion that the discontinuous mica shoot rakes to the southwest 
at an angle of approxiaatey 14O. ay deepening the 100-foot shaft 
and drifting to the north, the down rake ex1eneion of the zone should 
be cut.


It is reeonmiended that the hew Sguth shaft be dawatered arid 
reconditioned, This shaft is in unweathcred rock and should 1e ii 
good condition. Following z'econditionirg of the ehaft i should be 


- 3,,
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epened	 feet. A Ifoot ift should then be driven

northward to intersect the poaible downrake of the mica sone. 


1OU1d this progren be successful, then x additional exploration 
is warrented; however, if it is unsuccessful a iO"toot drift should 
be driven on the pegnatite to the south from the vat Like3y plACe 
between the 31)0 and 3200 foot level. 


Estimated cost of this program are shown in the. first part of 
this report. 


Sept. 9, l92


K. H. Téague, UsGs 


L. E. Shirley-, USBM 


A. L. Pay-ton, US 


EJ


.,1J..























Form 1%1O3 
(Resed,.Je 1951)	 UN1j STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE IN T. IOR	 Budget Bureau No. 42—R1035.1. 


EFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATI 


MF-103 Should Be Filed With General Technical Data Form MF—lOO 


\- APPLICATION FOR AID FOR AN 


pClarence Sparks, John Blalock 
& Kenneth Blalock tr/a 


Wray Mica Mifle 
nc/p Clarence Spark,s 
Burnsvi11e, North Carolina 


L


Not To Be Filled in by Applicant 


Docket No.	 i342 
Metal or Mineral 
Date Received t'Lh5J ----------------------
Amount$-------------------------------------------------
Participation (Government %)


Name and 
address of 
applicant 


Date-----------------------_--,_--_ ------- ------


EXPLORATION PROJECT PURSUANT TO

MINERAL ORDER 5, UNDER



DEFENSE PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950 


If you have already filed MF-100, give date filed ---------------------------------, type of assistance requested 



DMA Docket Number (if available) 


INSTRUCTIONS 


Read Mineral Order 5, Regulations Governing Government 
Aid in Defense Projects, before completing this application. 
Submit four copies each, of the signed application form, Gen-
eral Technical Data Form MF-100, and answers to questions 
as specified, to Defense Minerals Administration, Department 
of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or to the nearest field 
executive office thereof, with your name and address on each 
sheet of the application and all accompanying papers. If you


have previously filed MF-400, it is not necessary to file it 
again. However, you should indicate in space provided above 
the type of assistance previously applied for (loans, procure-
ment contracts, etc.) and DMA Docket Number, if available. 
When a question is inappikable it should be so stated in the 
form. Additional sheets should be attached in answering any 
questions or in supplying additional information. IF YOU 
CANNOT ANSWER A QUESTION, SO STATE. 


1. (a) Give a description of the real property that will be in any way involved in the exploration project, including any existing 
mine or operating property. 


(b) If you are not the owner of the property, submit a copy of the lease, purchase option, or other agreements under which 
you are authorized to operate the property with each copy of your application. - 


(c) Give the legal description of the exact parcel, plot, or area upon which the exploration is to be conducted. 


NOTE: (1) If both areas are the same, so state. The only obligation to repay the Government is from the net earnings 
from any commercial discovery made in the area specified in (c) above in which the exploration is to be con-
ducted, and the expenditure of funds which may be charged as costs of the project must be limited to that 
area or to work necessary to perform the exploration in that area. 


(2) If applicant is not the owner of the property or if there are any liens or encumbrances against the property, 
copy of agreements of claimants, lienors, encumbrances, and lessors subordinating their interests in the prop-
erty to the interest of the Government under the Exploration Project Contract will be required for attach-
ment to the Contract. 


2. (a) What metals or minerals do you expect to find? 


(b) Furnish statement of the geologic features of your property, giving type of ore deposit and reasons for expecting to find 
commercial ore bodies. Illustrate with maps or sketches. If you have a geologic or engineering report, or assay maps 
showing width and grade, please send them with application, stating whether or not you wish to have them returned. 


-	 16-64067-2







The information requested in estions 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 below should be an ered specifically and in detail,,as this 
information will be attached to and incorporated as part of the Exploration Project Cont,tact, if such contract is entered into 


- with you by the Government. 


• ANSWER EACH QUESTION ON SEPARATE SHEETS OF PAPER AND SUBMIT A COPY OF EACH ANSWER 
FOR EACH COPY OF YOUR APPLICATION. 


3. (a) Describe fully the proposed work and give the total cost of the project. 


(b) State the time required to start the project and to complete it. 


4. Submit a map or sketch of the property involved showing a plan (and cross section, if needed) of the present mine workings 
and the location of the proposed exploration wo'rk as related to geologic features, such as contacts, veins, ore-bearing beds, etc. 


5. Furnish an itemized list of existing facilities, buildings, installations, and fixtures with a statement of the cost of any neces-
sary rel{abilitation or repairs to put into useful and operable condition. 


6. Furnish a detailed list of additional facilities, buildings, and fixtures to be purchased, installed, or erected by you, with the esti-
mated cost of each item. 


7. Furnish a detailed list of operating equipment, separated into items to be—


(a) Rented 


(b) Purchased 


(c) Furnished by you 


with the rental, purchase price, or depreciation of each item, as the case may be, to be charged as a cost of the project. 


8. Furnish an itemized schedule of labor, by numbers and classes (miners, muckers, etc.) and of supervisors by numbers and 
positions, with the maximum wages or salaries to be paid to each. 


9. Furnish a detailel list with estimated cost of each item for riaterials, supplies, engineering, assaying, accounting, power, 
water, utilities, and any other items not provided for above. 


10. (a) How much are you prepared to invest in the proposed project? 


(b) Is this amount sufficient to pay your part of the cost of the project, in accordance with the regulations on Government 
participation (Sec. 9 of MO-5)? 


11. State any conditions or circumstances regarding the property not sufficiently brought out by the foregoing questions. 


CERTIFICATION 


The undersigned company, and the official executing this certification on its behalf, hereby certify that the information con-
tained in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete to the best of their knowledge and belief. 


Clarence Sparks, John Blalock 
& Kenneth Blalock tr/a 


Wray Mica Mine 


	


(Name of com;any)
By	


Si	 urof autho;ized official) 


Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a willfully false statement or representation to any department or agency 
of the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction.


	


5. 5. GOVERNMERT PRINTING OFFICE	 16-64067-2
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MF1O3
	 Defense Minerals Exploration Adninistration 


Clarence Sparks, John Blalock 
& Kenneth Blalock tr/a 


1'ray Mica Mine 
c/o Clarence Sparks 
Burnsvifle, North Carolina 


1. (a) See lease attached as Exhibit A. 
(b) See Exhibit A. 
(c) Both areas are the same. See map marked Exhibit B. 


2. (a) Strategic grade sheet mica meeting Government purchase specifications. 
(b) See U. S. Geological Survey map attached as Exhibit C. 


3 . (a) It is proposed to sink.a 5x7 shaft to a deth of 120 feet coimnencing at 
the $O foot surface level and lowering it through the three inferred 
peatites which appear to exist at approximately the 3186, 3238, and 
323 foot levels. (See composite map of the "New South" and "Dolph 
flensley" shafts and drifts as mapped by J. M. Parker and J. B. Wolfe, 
May 2, l91, attached.) 


Three pegznatites have been penetrated at the southern end of this mining 
property, and it appears that they run parallel, one on top of the other, 
in a general I'E course through the mining property. 


The applicant will lower the proposed shaft through each of these levels 
with the exception of penetrating one or more of these inferred mica-
bearing ore bodies. At each level a pegmatite is penetrated, and mica-
bearing ore is -contacted, it is proposed to drive a drift 20 feet on 
each side of the shaft at each such contact so as to determine the mica 
richness and general mineralization of each pegmatite so penetrated. 


It appearing that at least two pegmatites will be penetrated, the total 
drifting would be 11.0 feet for each level, or a total of 80 feet. If 
the field team or mining engineers of DMEA should suggest any altera-
tions to this proposal, their suggestions shall be adhered to and followed. 


(b) It is contemplated that-the exploration project will be completed within 
16 weeks after a -contract is granted. 


Set forth below in itemized form are the expected expenditures which 
are itemized and classified. 


IJB0B	 1 week	 16 i 


2 Muckers at	 $60 ea.	 1,920 


1 Driliman at	 $70	 1,120 


1 Hoist Operator at 	 $70	 1,120 


Supervisor 


time at	 $50	 -800 
k ,960
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MB' 103	 Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


Clarence Sparks, John Blalock

Kenneth Blalock tria 


Wray Mica Mine 
c/o Clarence Sparks 
Burnsvifle, North Carolina 


r1,JIIO4Iill



Rental 


1 Air Comprensor' 105 cu ft at $200 per month	 800 


1 Jackhainer at $50 per month	 200 


1 35 air Sump Pthirp	 60 


1 Hoist with 28". pulley blocks and. 300' " steel cable	 800 


1 Jack leg at $50 per month	 200 
2,060 


Purchase 


150 feet 2" black pipe at 60^ 90.00 
17.50 50 feet 2" water hose at 95ç 


250 feet 1" black pipe at 140 100.00 
65.00 50 feet air hose with fittings and. oiler 


500 feet guy wire (i") 110.00 
80.00 2 Buckets
65.00 1 Blasting Generator


557.50


Gasoline 1000 gala at 280	 280 


Oil 10 gallons	 9 


Dynamite & Caps $50 per wk.	 800 


1,500 ft. rough Lumber at $80 per M	 120 
Pipe wrenches, elbows, fittings	 50 


hovels, picks, wheelbavrows	 50 


Safety helmets, boots	 •50 
1,359 


TOTAL	 $8,936.50 







•	 . 


I
	


MF 103	 Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


Clarence Sparks, John Blalock 
& Kenneth Blalock tr/a 


Wray Mica Mine 
c/o Clarence Sparks 
Burnsville, North Carolina 


1g.. Map attached. 


5 . There are no existing facilities which may be utilized. 


6. See 3(b) above. 


7. (a) See 3(b) above. 
(b)See 3(b) above. 
(c)None 


8. See 3(b) above. 


9. See 3(b) above. 


10. (a) 10% in cash. 
(b) Yes. 


11. Breakdown of work. 


Shaft: 
120 feet shaft 
Working at rate of 2 feet per day 


:60 
2[ 120	 equals 60 working days or 3 months 


•	 2,238.10 
11./8,936.50 cost per month 


2,238.10 
•	 .........3 
•	 ,7111-.30	 cost for sinking shafts 


•$ 55.95 per foot of depth 
120/ 6,7l11..30 


5x7 size of shaft 120 t deep 
5x7 x 120 equals Dr200 Cu. ft. 


21/11.200 equals. 155 cu. yards. 
$1.3.3l per cu. yd. 


l55/677111..30
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Clarence Sparks, John Blalock 
& Kenneth Blalock tr/a 


Wray Mica Mine 
do Clarence Sparks 
Burnsville, North CarolinA 


Drifting. 


80 feet of drifting 


- 27 ;97 per foot of drift 
80/ 2,238.1 cost per month 


feet of drift per day 
20/


Defense Minerals Exploration Adinini stration
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BEN T. BLLOCK 


•


	


	 Mr. Ben T. Blalock was bornód in Yancy County at Ce].o and lived 


in Yanoy County all his life. He is 62 years old. He has a higi 


school education. His first job wau mining and he has mined all 


hi life. The following are some mines he has worked at, Big Ridge, 


Fanny Gouge, Old Pre1ey, Gibbs Mine, Bailey Mt. Mine , Deer Park 


•	 Mine in Mitchell County and many others. He worked for United 


Feldspar for 18. years as Superindent of Mine. he l&st mine he 


•	 he has worked was Carson Rock in Yancy County for mica exclusive. 


References:	 •


Mr. J. P. MoKinney	 • 
H	 •	 Spruce Pine 


Mr, , S. lynt	 _______________ 
Spruce Pine. 


•	 1 ii. ". 


Mr. Herb Hall 
•	 Newdalo	 f 


N.C, •	 •	 •	 Di iW 
•	 Deics W	 dthtritian 


•	
RECEIVED 


•	
•JUN1iS53







BEN T..BL&LDCK 


Mr. 1en T 1 Blalock was borned In Yency County st Cob and lived 


In Yancy County .11 his life. He ii 62 years old. He has a high 


school education. His first job was mining and hi has mined all 


his life. The following are some mines he has worked at, Big Ridge, 


Fanny Gcuge, Old Presley, Gibbs Mine, Bailey Mt. Mine Doer Park 


Mine in Mitchell County and many others. He worked for United 


Feldspar for 18 years as Superindent of Mine. he l&st mine he 


hi has worked was Carson kook in Yncy County for mica exclusive. 


	


References:	 S


Mr. J. P. McKI.nney 
Spruce Pine 


	


•	 N.C. 


	


•	 Mr. . S. lynt 
Spruce Pine 
N4 C. 


•	
Mr. Herb Hall 
Newdale 


	


•	 •iLC.	 I 


SI 


.1


I







•	 •	 BN T BLOCK 


kr. ben T. Blalock was borned In Yaticy County at Cole and lived 


in Yancy County all his life. He 'is 62 ysara old. He 1*8 C 


school educston. His first job wse 'miniug• nd h. las mined Ru 


•	 his life. The following are eoe 'iines he has worked at, Big Ridge, 


Fanny Gouge, Old Presley, Gibbs Mine., Bailey Mt.• Fino , Deer Park 


•	 Vine in itclell 'County end ny othera. Ho worked for United 	 •	 • 


Feldspar for 18 years e Superindànt of Wine. he 	 mine he 


he ha, worked was Carson iook in YsncyCcunty for ,iica exclusive. 


•	 References:	 • 


Mr. 'J. P. WoKinney	 .•	 '

Spruce Pine 


Mr.	 . lynt 
SprucePins •	 •	 • 
R. C. 


• •	 •	 Mr. HerbHall	 •;• 
•	 •	 •	 '	 1owdsls 


•	 d.C.	 • •	 • 


•	 '	
•	 I•\ • 


•	 •	 •' •'•







UEN T. BLiWCK 


Mr. ban T • Blalock wa borned in Yancy Comt7 at Celo and lived 


in Yanoy Conty .11 H. life. Be is 82 years old. Re has a high 


ichool eduoation Bil first, job was mining *nd ha Ias mined all 


•	 his lit.. h. following are sone mines le has worked at, big Ridge, 


Fanny (xougo, Old Presley, Gibbs Mine, Bailey Mt. Vine , Deer Park 


)ino in Mitchell County and i*ny others. Be worked for United 


Feldspar for 18 years as 8uporindent of Mine. Ie last mine he 


he baa worked was Carson 1ock in Tend County for mica exclusive. 


Pteferencea. 


•


	


	 • 4. p. woK nney 
Spruce Pine 


, '. S. Ilynt 
Spruce Pins 
M. C. 


Mr. Herb Hall 
liewdale 


•	 )C.


1'







I3SN T. BL1LOCX 


• S	 Mr. B T, Blalook was borned in Tancy County *t Celo and lived 


in Ysney County all his life. He Is 62 years old. 1(0 hS & bigh 


•	 :	 school education. His first job was tining and hi has ired *11 


his lIt.. Tb. following are sore mines he has worked at, Big lidge, 


Fanny Gouge, Old Presley, Gibbs Mine, 3ailey Mt. Vine , Deer Perk 


Vine in Mitahell County and u*ny oth.ri. lie worked for United 


keldspar for 18 years as Supsrindent of Mine. The lest mine he 


be has .crked was Carson Rook in Yancy County for mica exclusive. 


References:	 S	 - 	 S	 • 


Mr. iJ. P. VcKinney 
SprucoPine S 


Mr. '. S. lynt 
pruoe Pine.	 S 


Mr. Esrb 1a1i 
I.wda1.	 S 


s.c.	 S 


S	 •


•55 •	 'S	 •







R. E. TIPPETT 


Mr, . E, Tippett was borned in Baltimore, Maryland December 18, 


1893. He finished high school in Baltimore.. Then he attended Johns 


Hopkins, University of Maryland and University of Virginia. After 


finishing college he specialized In mining 1 gw. Then going to Colorado 


and studied practical mining practices for 2 years, 


He startbó mining In 1932 in Arizona for zink and lead. Then going 


to Sanderaville, Ueorgia, where he was owner and operator of Kolian for 


2 years. Back to Colorado where he *aS Vice-President of Bufflo Pisoess 


Corporation, a. gold mining corporation 1 for 2 years. In 1937 he was In 


the mica businóes at Franklin, i orth 0arolina. In 1948 and 19494in 


Arkansas in a lead and zink irine. Then to Burnsville, North 'aroina, 


in 1952 Jig ining for 1 year as President of Hassett Mii Company. 


He is still Pres4dent of Board of Has5ett Mining Company, which is still 


in operation.	 In IDeceniber 1952 he bought the Carson 1 ook Mine in 


Yancy County, North 0rrolina, which is still in operation. 


References:	 - 


Mr. C. p Randolph 
Burnsville, N, C. 


Mr. Rush Wray 
Burnsville, N, C. 


Mr. rates Bennett

irsvi1le, NC







R. E. TIPPETT 


r, . E, Tippett was borned in Baltimore, Maryjund Dece,nber 18, 


He finished high school in Baltimore. Then he attended Johns 


s, University of Maryland and University of Virginia. After 


ing college he specialized in mining law. Then going to Colorado 


died practical mining practices for 2 years, 


starbbd mining in 1932 in Arizona for zink and lead, Then going 


leraville, ( eorgia, where he was owner and operator of Kolian for 


2 years. Back to Colorado wh.re he was Sdjce_Presjdent of Buff].o Plcs 


CDrporatien, * gold mining corpori&tion, for 2 years. in 1937 he was in 


the mica business at l'rank1in, north Carolina. In 1948 and 1949 'in 


Arkansas in a lead and zink mine, Then te Burnsvi11., North 'aroina, 


in 195? Jig kining for 1 year as President of Hassett ining Company, 


Re is still Pres4dent of Board of Bassett Mining Company, which is still 


in operation, In 1eoember 1952 he bought the Carson hock Mine In 


Ysncy County, North C.ro]fp.a, which is still in operation. 	 - 


References:


Mr. , P. Randolph 
Burnivill., N, C, 


Mr. Rush ray 
Burnsvill., N, C, 


Mr. Yates ennetts 
Burnaville, 1I, C,
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E. E. T1PriTT 


Mr. , , Tippett was borned in	 ltiore, MarylLtnd DeoeTnber 18, 


1893. Ie finished high school in Baltiwore. Then he attended Johns 


Hopkins, University of M9ryland snd University of Vir&inia.	 fter 


finishing 
ooflee be speolalized Sn niin!ng 1gw. Then going to Colorado 


and studied practical mining prsoticoe for 2 years. 


I!e ssrt iining in 1932 In rizona 1or zink and 1ed. T)en going 


to Sndersvi11e, & oorgia, where he was owner and opertor of Kolian for 


2 year;. aok to Colorado where he was Vice-President of buif10 Placess. 


CrporGtion,. a gold nining corporticn, for2 years. In 1937 he was in 


the mica business st Franklifl, orth Usrolins. In 1948 nd l949'in 


rkansas in a lead and sink mine. Then to Liurnsvilli, North 'aroina, 


in 1952 tlig Mining for 1 yer as President of Eassett 4ning Cotpny. 


He is still lresèdent of Josrd of Hassett bining Compsny, which is sti1l 


In operation. In ecember 1952 he bought the Carson ktock Mine in 


Yancy County, North c,rol ins, which i still in oper2tion. 


fleferences;


1cr. . P. Randolph 
Eurnsville, . C, 


Mr. Rush Wray 


urnsville, i. C.




Mr. ate ennette 
2urnsville, 4. C.







h. L TIPPET? 


r. . . ?ippett was borned In baltimore, Maryland December 18, 


1893. H. finished high aohool In baltimore. then he attend.a Johns 


1lopkIns, University of Maryland and University of Virginia. Jfter 


finiehlngeoll.ge he specialized In mining law. Then going to 9olorado 


and studied practical mining practices for 2 years. 


Re etarbbd mining in 1932 in Arisona for sink and lead. i)"en going 


to Sandervll1., eorgia, where he was owner and opertor at Iolian for 


2 years. back to Colorado where hews. Vice-President of Iatf10 Places. 


Corportion, •a gold mining corpQrition, for 2 years. In 1937 he was in 


the mica business at i'ranklin, orth aro1Ins. In 1948 and j949jr 


Arkansas in a lead and sink mine. hen to burnsvlll*, Worth aroin*, 


in 1952 Jig kining for 1 yàr as President of }assett h ining Company. 


Re is .tiii Pro sdent of Board of Bassett Pining Company, which is still 


In operation. In 1.oeaber 19b2 he bought the Carson k ock Mine in 


Yvnoy County, Worth C.r1In*, which is still in operation. 


References:


Pr. . P. Randolph 
Ilurnsville, ii. C. 


Mr. Ruah rsy 
burnsville, W C. 


Wr, stes ennette 
Burnaville, t. C,,


I	 -.
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Yr. . £• tipp.tt was borned in baltimore, Maryltnd Deca1sb.r 18, 


1893. )!s finished high school in 1*ltSeóra. than it. att.ndsI Johns 


Hopkins, University of Maryland nd University of Virginia. After 


•	 finishing oollege he specialized. in mining liw. Then going to Colorado 


nd studied practical mining practices for 2 years. 


Be starbM mining in 1932 in hrizona far sink and leed. TFen going 


to Sind.rsvill., tisorgia, whore he was owner and opentor of Kolian for 


2 years. back to Colorado where he was Jice-Pr.sident of bufflo Piso... 


Crporiticn, a gold mining corporition, for 2 years. In 1937 1e was in. 


the mica bueiess at hrsnklin, orth carolina. In 1948 and 19494th 


•rkans&s in a lead and sink mine. Then to urnsvi11i north aroin*, 


•	 in 1952 Jig Mining for I year as President of llsssstt M ining Company. 


lie is still ?resd.nt of Board of Eassstt Mining Company, which is still 


In operation. In Theo ember 1952 he bougl-.t the C*rson tøk Mine In 


Thney County, 1orth Carolina, which is still in operation. 


Ref•rences:	 V 


V •	 •• •


	 Yr. . P. Randolph 
£urnsvi11e, J, C5 


Mr. Rush Wray 
V	 • 	 V	


••	 V	


• burnevill., N. C. 
V	


. 


V V 


•	 Burnavill., E. C. V
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