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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


BUREAU OF MINES 


WASHINGTON 25. D. C.


October 8, 1952 


Memorandi. 


To:	 Nozmietaflic Minerals Division 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 Chief, Ceramic and. Fertilizer Materials Branch 


Subject: ]4EA-261i8, Mica, Mott Mine, Buncombe County, 
North Carolina 


I concur in the field team's recommendation to deny 


subject application on the basis that strategic mica is not likely 


to be found at this mine.


W. F. Dietrich


DcG3	 :c? 


OCT d
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


BUREAU OF MINES 


WASHINGTON 25. D. C.


October 8, 1952 


To:	 ets2Uc iers1s rnvieion 
Defense Miner3s Xxplorstto Aistrsticn 


Frc:	 Chief, Cez'l c end Fertilizer *iteria3s $rsnch 


Subject: 1*&.268, Kics, Wtt Kine, Zuuebe Qountr, 
Kcrth Cro1jns 


I concz in the field tøsrn'e recondstion to deny 


subject a'plic*tion on the basis that strategic ales is u. ]ikei 


1óbe found i this ne.


W. F. Dietrich
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADM IN ISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 600 


October 1, 1952 


Review of Docket No. DM-2648 - Mica 
L. S. Covin and James '1right 
Mott Mine 
Buncombe County, North Carolina 


Aug. 11, 1952	 Received application dated Aug. 7, 1952 
covering a 50 foot shaft @ 4O. 00 per 
foot with 30 foot crosscut at the bottom 
@ J25.00 per foot. Total cost 	 ,750.00. 


Aug. 13, 1952	 U.S.G.S. recommends filed examination, 


Aug. 21, 1952	 U.S.B.M. recommends field examination. 


Aug. 25, 1952	 Referred to field. 


Sept. 10, 1952	 Field report recommends denial based on 
the fact that there is no evidence of the 
occurrence of a worthwhile deposit. 


Sept. 30, 1952	 U.S.G.S. recommends TtFollow field team's 
recommendation."







OF


UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE iNTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 600 


Octebex' 1, 1952 


Review of Docket No. ILt .264$	 Mica 
L, S. Covin and Jaaa Vrig2it. 
MottI4ine 
Bunccb. County, Korth CarO]-1n& 


Aug. U, 1952	 Rceived application dated Aug. 7, 1952 
covering a 50 foot baft* $40.00 per 
foot with 30 foot eroeeout at the bottca 
• $25.00 per foot.	 rotal cent $2,750.00. 


Aug. 33, 1952	 U.S.G.S. recende filed exii4nation. 


Aug. 21, 1952	 U.S.B.M. reccends field ezanination. 


Ag. 25, 1952	 Referred to field. 


Sept. 10, 1952	 Field report reccumends denial baud on 
th. fact that there i3 no evidence of the 
occurrence ci' a worthwhile deponit. 


Sept. 30, 1952	 U.S.G.S. reoend5 "FoUow field teaii's 
reconndtion."







4RTMENT OF .JN REPLY REFER TO: 


Oefej	 MIiraj uSE 


UNITED STATES .	 HECEIVED 


	


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR	 SEp30 1952 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


WASHINGTON 25.D.C.	 .J 


September 30, 1952 


Memorandum 


EEVI1 OF FIEU ThAN REPORT ON A.PPLICATXON D)2A-2648 (mica) 


To:	 t. G. Houk, Defense )inera1s Exploration Administration 
From: E. E. Van U.stine, Ue S. Geological Survey 
Applicant: L. S. Covin and James Wright, Black kountain, North 


Carolina. 
Name of property: Mott mine. 
Location of property: 1e4 miles due S. of B].ick Yountain, Bunoombe 


County, North Carolina; along county road between Lakey Gap 
Chapel and Laurel Lake. 


Date of field team report: September 18, 1952. 
Authorship of field team report: A. L. Peyton, L. L Shirley, 


K. II. Teague. 
Field team's recommendation: Denial - many mica books are 


bent and cracked, and some contain 8u1U black spots. AU 
mica is leas than 3 inchea in diameter. 


Coements: Prospects of finding a deposit of strategic mica here 
seem poor. 


ACTION SUGGESThD: Foilowr field team's recommendation. 


R. L Van Aistine 


Van Alstine:jeh 
G-9/30/52 
cc: Director's reading file 4212 GSA Bldg. 


Branch ,	 It	 It	 It	 It 


EAV' 
Van Alstine G-230	 " 
Norton G-228	 '	 ' I







OF	 __ 


DEPARTMENT OF THE 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


Room 13, Post Office Building

Knoxville, Tennessee


September 18, 192 


Memorandum 


To:	 Operating Committee, EA - Washington 


From:	 Field Team, DME1 Region 7 Knoxville, Tennessee 


Subject: fltEA-26ii8, Nott Nine (mica) Field Examination Report, 


Transmitted herewith are I copies of the above subject 


report.
The Field Team concurs in the denial of this application, 


Robert A. Laurence 
Executive Officer, 1]4BA 
Region 7 


Win, A. Beck, for V. J. Lynch 
U. S. Bureau of Nines
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UNITED STATI3

!R1'JNT OF ThE INT1JOH 


DFEE MXNER&J8 XPLORAIQN AD1INXSTRTION



RE!OflT OF EZAKiNTiON Y FlEW TE1N, GION VII 


ThEA-.261j8MOTp N1)

(M1ca 


AppLtcates L. S. Covin and Janea Wright

Bunboe County, North Carolira 


By 


. L. Peyton, Mining Engtne' 
and 


Lawrence B. 8hirI, Mining Engineer 
U • S • Bureau of Mtne8 


Kefton H. Teague1 Ceo1ogist 
U. S. Geo1ogica Survey


Reviewed by 
DMEA OPERATING COMMITTEE 


$eptember 18, 1952
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Report of field amination on 


XM.26Ij8 - WIN MINN(mica) 


pplicantsz L. S. Covin and James Wright 
Black Mountain, N. C.: 


A pegmatite 1 to 5 feet thick has been prospected ty a 
. The pegmatite contains clear and slightly spotted ruby 


rn in small sizee. Most f the books are bent or cracked. 
evidence of the occurrence at this place of a wrthMi1e 


therefore, the Field 'eae recomaends that the appllcat3.on for 
tion assistance be denied.


lOfoot 
colored 
There i 


deposit4 
explora.. 


The Field Team examined the deposit on September 10, 1952, 
accoanied by L. S. Covin and Janes iright. Two hours were spent on 
the property. 


The Mott Nine is located l.1 mi1e dae south of Black Nountain, 
Buncombe County, North Carolina. The l0 .foot pit is in the souttL 
bank of a countj road which connects between lakey Gp Chapel and 
Laurel lake. Access is excellent. 


Both of the Applicants have had mica mining experience, and Mr. 
wright has spent most of his life as a miner. 


rhere are no installations on the prop:rty and the only opening. 
is the pit which is 10 feet deep. To the north on the oppOatte side 
of. the county road is located the old tuastauino or Burco mine. This 
old nine was opened origThl]y for the kaolin, bat sane i4ca has been 
produced from it. Apparently neither the kaolin nor mica operation was 


successful. 


On the subject property the only peatite observed was the one 
exposed in the lOufoot pit in the road bank. bout 150 feet southwest 
of the roadbank exposure, some scrap mica occurs in an abandoned road. 
way, but no sheet mica appears to occur here. 


The pegmatite exposed is from t4 to 5 feet thick, striking about 
N. 300 E., and dipping from 600 to 70° southeast. The peaatite is 
conformable in both strike and dip to the achistosity of the biotite 
athist wall rook. Numerous. 1ense and £ragments. of schist occur as 
inclusions in the pegmatite. 


Both the pegmatite and enc1os.3n rocks are deeply weathered. 
The pegmatito . is medium coarse grained, conposed of kaolinized
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feldspar, eis quarts,. and iauacovit. No apparent zoning was ob. 
served in the pegsatite. 


The mice is hard, ruby colored, and splits well. Many of the 
books are bent and crooked and scene contain Fl1 black spots. AU 
of the mica exposed in the pit and obtaned from the pits ta lesB 
than three inches in diameer. 


The Field Team believes that the peiatite on this property 
represents the southwest end of that one mined froen the property to the 
north and that there is little or no likely-hood that a worthwhile 
deposit of strategic mica occurs here; therefore, the reqLiest ahuld 
be denied. 


September 3.0, 1952.	 A. L. Pejton Ui 


L. E. S&rley, US4 


i. ii. Teague, tJSG 


5*
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UNITED SThTS

DEF.R'•IENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS CPLORAflON AfliINISTRATION 



REFORT OF EXAMINATION BY FIELD TEAM, RION VII 


DMEA-.26b5, MOTT MINE 
(Mica) 


Applicants: L. S. Covin and James Wright 

Buncombe County, North Carolina 


By 


A. L. Peyton, Mining Engineer 
and 


Lawrence B. Shirley, Mining Engineer 
U. S. Bureau of Nines; 


Kefton H. Teague, Geologist 
U. S. Geological Survey 


September 18, 1952
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Report of Field Examination on 



DMEk-26l8 - MOTT NINE(mica 


Applicants:. L. S. Covin arid James Wright 
Black Mountain, N. C. 


A pegmatite 1 to 5 feet thick has been prospected by a 10-foot 
pit. The pegmatite contains clear and slightly spotted ruby colored 
mica in small sizes. Most of the books are bent or cracked. There is 
no evidence of the occurrence at this place of a worththlle deposit; 
therefore, the Field Team recommends that the application for explora-
tion assistance be denied. 


The Field Team examined the deposit on September 10, 1952, 
accompanied by L. S. Covin and James Wright. Two hours were spent on 
the property. 


The Mott Mine is located i,). miles due south of Black Mountain, 
Buricombe County, North Carolina. The 10-foot pit is in the south 
bank of a county road which connects between Lakey Gap Chapel and 
Laurel Lake. Access is excellent. 


Both of the Applicants have had mica mining experience, and Mr. 
Wright has spent most of his life as a miner. 


There are no installations on the property and the only opening 
is the pit which is 10 feet deep. To the north on the opposite side 
of the county road is located the old Guastaulno or Burco mine. This 
old mine was opened originally for the kaolin, but some mica has been 
produced from it. Apparently neither the kaolin nor mica operation was 
especially successful. 


On the subject property the only pegmatite observed was the one 
exposed in the 10-foot pit in the road bank. About 150 feet southwest 
of the roadbank exposure, some scrap mica occurs in an abandoned road-
way, but no sheet mica appears to occur here. 


The pegjnatite exposed is from ii. to 5 feet thick, striking about 
N. 30° E., and dipping from 60° to 70° southeast. The pegmatite is 
conformable in both strike and dip to the schistosity of the biotite 
schist wail rock. Numerous lenses and fragments of schist occur as 
inclusions in the pegmatite. 


Both the pegmatite and enclosing rocks are deeply weathered. 
The pegmatite is medium coarse grained, composed of kao].inized
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feldspar, small quartz, and muscovite. No apparent zoning was ob-
served in the pegmatite. 


The mica is hard, ruby colored, and splits well. Naxr of the 
books are bent and cracked and some contain small black spots. All 
of the mica exposed in the pit and obtained from the pits is less 
than three inches in diameter. 


The Field Team believes that the pegmatite on this property 
represents the southwest end of that one mined from the property to the 
north and that there is little or no likely-hood that a worthwhile 
deposit of strategic mica occurs here; therefore, the request should 
be denied. 


	


September 10, 19S2 ,	 A. L. Peyton, USBN 


L. E. Shirley, USBM 


K. H. Teague, USGS 


zm
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UNITED S1'ATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR



BUREAU OF MINES 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


September 3, 1952 


To:	 Nometsilic Ninerals Division 
Defense Minerals Exploration M$n4stration 


Fr	 Chief, Ceramic a pert lizer )teia1s Branch 


Snbct: U4EA.-26l 8, Mica, L. S. Covin & James Wrht 
Bt*ncornbe County', North Carolina 


I conc're1 yerbaily on August 2]. in reconundiug a fie34 


et1oU to iflspct SM report on the teas ibilitr of preparing 


an exploration pro3ect at this mine. 


W. F. Dietrich







OF


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


BUREAU OF MINES 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.	 5
September 3, 1952 


Memorandum 


To:	 Nomnetallic Minerals Division 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 Chief, Ceramic aM Fertilizer Materials Branch 


Subject: r(EA-26li8, Mica, L. S. Covin & James Wright 
Buncombe County, North Carolina 


I concurred verbally on August 21 In recommending a field 


exrnn(n.tion to inspect and report on the feasibility of preparing 


an exploration project at this mine. 


W. F, Dietrich
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR



BUREAU OF MINES 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


August 19, 1952 


Memorandtnn 


To:	 Nonmetallic Minerals Division 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


Chief, Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials Branch 


Subject: tMEA-26ii8, Mica, L. S. Covin and. James Wright, 
Buncombe County, Worth Carolina 


It is suggested. that applicant be requested to furnish 


further information, with reference to a more detailed plan of 


proposed. exploration, map indicating geological features, and. 


relevant questions not answered in the application. 


W. F. Dietrich 


t/ C&A-' 


Cc -	 e. 
C


it-''


Q 


4
/ 







IN REPLY REFER TO: 


a-MD--CNN 
UN! TED STATES 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


WASHINGTON 25. D.C.


August 13, 1952 


Memorandum 


REVIEW OF APPLICATION DMEA-2648 (Mica) 


To:	 L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 
From: P. L. Weis, U. S. Geological Survey 
Applicant: L. S. Covin and James Wright. 
Name of property: Not provided. 
Location of property: Buncombe County, North Carolina. 
Estimated cost of project: 2,000. 
Summary of applicant's proposal: 


To sink a shaft 6 x g feet and 50 feet deep. 
Sources of information on applicant's property: 


None. 
Comments:


The information provided by the applicants is not particularly 
clear, but according to their statement, the mine has produced 
mica in the past. 


RECONM:ENDATION: 
Bcamination by the field team, with a request to determine 


whether the applicants' proposed exploration program is practical, 
provided the examination shows the property has sufficient promise 
to warrant an exploration loan.


L 
Paul L. Weis
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Mr. L. S. Covin 
Black r1ountain 
North Carolina


Subject: DME12618 
Re: Exploration Assistance 
Guastavno Property 
August 13, 1952 


}r dear Mr. Covin: 


The receipt of your application dated August 7, 1952, 


for exploration assistance under the Defense Production Act of 1950, 


as amended, is hereby acknowledged. 


Your application has been assigned Docket Number DNE-26b8 


and referred to the NoneMetallic Minerals Division. 


Kindly refer to DMEA-26t8 in any future correspondence 


relating to your application.


Sincerely yours, 


ROBERT E1 ADAMS 


Robert E. Adaina 
Chief, Opoation'a Control



and Statistics Division 


25451







	


(Revipri11952).	 -A5US1D STATES DEPARTMENT OF THITERiOR	 eidiio. 42—R1035.2. 


j '(	 DNSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADM1NIRAT1ON - 
'-..-	 S.	 -


Not to be filled in by applicant 
APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN



EXPLORATION PROJECT, PURSUANT TO

DMEA ORDER 1, UNDER THE DEFENSE 



PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED


Docket No 
Metal or Mineral 
Date Received 
Estimated Cost 
Participation (Government %) 


INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Name of applicant.—(a) State here your full legal name, in the form in which 'you will wish to contract, and your 


mailing address ---- -L.S--Covin1 BlackMountain, N-C --(P 
---------------------J8me--taçk -Iounta1n1N-----Ptner 


(b) If other than an individual, add to your name above whether a corporation, partnership, etc., and the name of the State 
in which incorporated or otlierwise organized. 


(c) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names and addresses of officers. 
(d) If a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners. Same as above. 


2. Gene'ral.—Read DMEA Order 1, "Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects," before completing this application. 
Submit this application and all accompanying papers in quadruplicate (four copies), with your name and address on each 
sheet of the application and on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required 
information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number. 
Comply with all applicable instructions; or, if not applicable, so state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration 
Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest field executive officer thereof. 


3. Applicant's property rights.— (a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all 
land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and excluding any land or interest in land which. is 
not to be included in the exploration project contract 	 gJiie -Homeplace -of -Mrs --Marshal- -Mot -- -
lyoh -fte - -NLakey Gar Road -nd -beingprtof -he original duas-


-Excepting,thedriveway1eading Southward-
------the old -Lakey Gat Rd. and tha--oort ionof --heropertyonwh--hthe 


resie	 c ate 


(c) State your interest in the land, whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or otherwise ---- - ase 


(d) If you are not the owner, submit with this application a copy of the lease, contract, or other document under which 
you control the property. 


(e) If you own the land, describe any liens or encumbrances on it - -----------Nt - 


(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the description above, the book and page numbers for each recorded 
location notice.	 None	 .	 . - . - 


4. Physical description.— (a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being 
conducted upon the land, including existing mine workings and production facilities. State your interest, if any, in such 
operations. Also describe accessibility of mine working for examination purposes. 


(b) State past and current production, and ore reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades. 
(c) Describe the- geologic features of the .property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, etc.), and your 


reasons for wishing to explore. Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part 
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, indicating on each 
whether you require its return to you. 


(d) State the facts with respect to the accessibility of the project: Access roads, distances to shipping, supply and residence 
points.


(e) State the availability of manpower, materials, supplies, equipment, water, and power.







5. The exploration project;--(a) State mineral or minerals for which you wish tlore ------------------------------ ---------


y_Ji.c_ -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- - 
(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if neded) 


of any present mine workings, and the location of the proposed exploration, work as related to such features as contacts, 
veins, ore-bearing beds, etc. To sink shaft 6 ft. by 8 ft • and -50 feet deep. 


(c) The work will start within 30 days and be completed within -----3---- - months from the date of an exploration 
project contract. 


(d) State the operating experience and background of the applicant with relation to the ability to carry out such explo-
ration project, and also that of the person o persons who will supervise the operations. 


6. Estimate of costs.—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you will have to use a separate sheet), 
under the following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project: 


(a) Independent contracts.— (Note.—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write "none" 
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work in subsequent 
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in 
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard 
of material moved, etc.). 	 None. 


(b) Labor, supervision, consultants.—Include an itemized schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees 
for necessary labor, supervision and engineering an& geological consultants. 


(c) Operating materidis and: supplie.s.—Furnish an itemized list, including items of equipment costing less than $50 each, 
and power, water and fuel. 


(d) Operating equipment.—Furnish an itemized list of any operating equipment to be rented, purchased, or which is owned 
and will be furnished by the Operator, with the estimated rental, purchase price, or suggested use-allowance based on present 
value,asthecasemaybe. We will rent a compressor, hoist and pump. 


(e) Rehabilitation and repairs.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary initial rehabilitation or repairs 
of existing buildings, installations, fixtures, and movable operating equipment, now owned by the Operator and which will be 
devotadtb' the exploration project.	 - 


(f) New buildings, improvements, in.stallations.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary buildings, fixed 
improvements, or installations to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project. 


(g) Miscellaneous.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not 
including initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator's equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmen's - compensation 
and employers' liability insurance, and payroll taxes. 	 - 


(h) Contingencies.—Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated above. 
N0TE.—No items of general overhead, corporate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or any 


other indirect costs, or work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be included in the 
estimate of costs. 	 .. - 


7. (a) Are you prepared to furnish your share of the cost of the proposed project in accordance with the regulations on 
Government participation (sec. 7, DMEA No. 1)?. Yes.	 --


(b). How do you propose tc furnish your share of the costs? 


	


Money	 Use of equipment owned byyou 	 Other	 -. 


Exlain in detail on acompanying paper.


CERTIFICATION 


The undersigned, whether.as an individual, corporate officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf and acting for 
the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best 
of his knowledge and belief. 


Dated	 7:h----------------------------------- ]952 


BI:ll 


Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a wiiJully false statement or representation to any depart-
ment or agency of the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction. 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE	 16-06551-i







. Physical description. 


Sub-section A: The above described land has been leased for mining 
purposes as per lease attached, and is easily accessible for examination. 


Sub-section B: The mine is known to produce Red Ruby Mica. 


Sub-section C: This mine was operated about 1866 and was known to have 
produced large quantities of a very fine grade of Red Ruby Mica. 


Sub-section D: The mine is located South of the old Lakey Gap Road 
about one mile from Black Mountain, N. C. just off N. C. Highway 9 
leading from Black Mountain, N. C. to Bat Cave, N. C. 


Sub.-eection E: Manpower, materials, supplies, equipment, water and 
power are all available. 


5. The exploration project. 


Sub-section D: Mr. James Wright is an experienced miner with 30 years 
of mining experience. 


6. Estimate of costs.	 Approximately 2000.00.















3.	 plicant's property rights: Sub sect n (c). Copy of Lease. 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
COUNTY OF BUNCOMBE. 


THIS LEASE, made and entered into this the 28th day of July, 1952, by 
and between MRS. MARSHALL MOTT, a widow, of Buncombe County, North Carolina, 
party of the first part, and L. S. COVIN and JIvIES WRIGHT, of the aforesaid 
County and State, parties of the second part, 


W I T N E S S E T H: 


THAT the said party of the first part, for and in consideration of the 
agreements and covenants hereinafter contained, to be kept and performed 
by the parties of the second part, does hereby rent, lease and demise to 
the said parties of the second part, their heirs and assigns, on the terms 
and conditlions hereinafter setforth, the following described real estate, 
for mining purposes as hereinafter defined, located in Black Mountain Town-
ship, Buncombe County, North Carolina, and described as follows: 


BEING the Homeplace of the party of the first part and lyihg South of the 
old Lakey Gap Road, and being a part of the original Guastavino property. 
SAVING AND EXCEPTING the Driveway leading Southwardly from the old Lakey 
Gap Road to the residence of the party of the first part, and SAVING AND 
EXCEPTING that portion of the property above described where the residence 
building of the party of the first part is located. 


TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the above described lands, for mining purposes for 
mica only, unto the parties of the second part, their heirs and assigns, 
for a period of One (1) year, commencing on the 1st day of August, 1952, 
and ending on July 30th, 1953, unless sooner terthinated, and upon the 
following terms and conditions: 


a. That the party of the first part gives to the parties of the second 
part the right to dig, qzarry, search for, and obtain mica from the property 
above described, reserving, hOwever, the right of the party of the first 
part to designate that portion of the property above described that they my 
search for and obtain mica therefrom, and reserving the right to use the 
roadway leading Southwardly from the old Lakey Gap Road to the residence of 
the party of the first part, which said roadway shall be kept open at all 
times.


b. That the parties of the second part in their search for mica shall 
not damage the premises, and shall haul away such dirt and rocks that may 
accumulate in the mining and quarrying of said premises, at their own ex-
pense, so that no unsightly piles of dirt and rocks shall be accumulated 
on the property; that they further-áOvenant and agree that no unnecessary 
damages shall be done during the term of this lease and that they shall 
have the right to cut such timber as may be necessary in their search for 
and quarrying for mica, and the party of the first part shall permit the. 
parties of the second part to erect and construct such right-of-sways nec-
cessary to and from the property in order that said mica may be removed 
therefrom. 


c. The parties of the second part agree to pay to the party of the 
first part, her heirs and assigns, a royalty of 12 percent. gross of all 
funds received from the sale of mica that may be found and sold on the pre-
mises above described, and that settlement shall be made on the 10th of 
each month covering sales during the previous month, and said settlement 
shall be computed by the invoices of sales so made by the parties of the







Page 2......Lease	


. 


second part, and which the party of the first part reserves the right 
to examine and inspect such invoices from time to time should she de-
sire to do so. 


d. The parties of the second part covenant and agree to use every 
care and precaution in the mining, digging and quarrying for mica on 
the premises above described, and that they agree not to dig, mine or 
quarry on any part of the property above described that would be object-
ionable to the party of the first part. 


e. The terms of this lease shall not be extended except with the 
option of the party of the first part, and in case of renewal this : 
instrument may stand if proper amendments are duly witnessed and at-
tached in writing hereto. 


f. The party of the first part reserves the right to use the land, 
or convey the same, not conflicting with this lease, and that this 
lease shall not be assigned to any other person, firm or corporation 
without the written consent of the party of the first part. That the 
party of the first part shall not be responsible or liable for any 
injury to any of their employees for mining or prospecting for mica. 


g. It is further understood and agreed that unless mica of prè.cti-
cal value for mining purposes shall be found within 30 days from the 
date of this instrument, this lease may be terminated by the parties 
of the second part at any time thereafter upon a 10 day notice to the 
party of the first part, and that the parties of the second part agree 
that during the continuance of this lease work in said mines I'or mica 
on the property shall not' cease for more than a period of 30 days at 
any one time; unavoidable accidents excepted. 


h. Failure to comply with all the covenants and agreements herein 
contained on the part of the parties of the second part will imdiate-
ly terminate this lease. 


i. That at he end of the term of this lease, or when otherwise 
terminated, °the parties of the second part further covenant and agree 
that the property shall be cleaned of any and all debris, dirt and 
rocks that may be on the surface of said premises, and remove all 
machinery of every kind, nature and description, fill in all shafts 
and holes, and leave the property generally in as good condition, as 
it relates to the surface thereof, as the same is now in. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF each of the parties hereto have hereunto set 
their hands and seals, in duplicate, this the day and year first above 
written.


/s/ Mrs. Marshall Mot't 	 (SEAL) 
Party of the First Part. 


Ls/ James Wright	 (SEAL) 


/s/ L. S. Covin	 (SEAL) 
Parties of the Second Part. 


WITNESS: 


/s/ Belle P. Hamilton 
/s/ Rex Gragg







• 


4. (a) S.. sketch. 
Old workinp inaccessible. 


(b) Bata World War 0 
Colonial 1jos Corporation bought $4O0.00 *rth. 
Preaentj no production. 


(o)Th.w*llrocki*amictschitt. Th.p.gaatits*z'eXPOUd 
is rather well w.ttr.dj the mica seems to be svenlr distri" 
buted. Peinatite about 10 t..t wid nearly vertical. 


•	 (4) Wrig* shaft ii in bank of all weather road. 
•	 alack 7iouutsin Railicay Station one pile. 


•	 (e) Power line crosses lease, 
tsnpow.*' .vs3Zabl.. ($lO0 per xour.). 


•	 6.	 Propole to sink a 50 toot' thaft and oroseàut tr bottom. at 
shaft full width of vein, Shaft expected to cost *40.00 per 
foot; Oroucut, 30 feet 4 *a5.0O p.r toot.	 •:
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--	 IN REPLY REFER TO: 


G-MD--CM 
UNITED STATES 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


WASHINGTON 25. D.C.


September 30, 1952 
iE	 F iE iTifl 


fne flir!o	 iati'flon 

flCEVED 


SEP30 1952 


Memorandum 


REVI17 OF FIELD TEAN REPORT ON APPLICATION DMEA-2648 (mica) 


To:	 L. 0. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 
From: R. E.Van Aistine, U. S. Geological Survey 
Applicant: L. S. Covin and James Wright, Black Mountain, North 


Carolina. 
Name of property: Mott mine. 
Location of property: 1.4 miles due S. of Black Mountain, Buncombe 


County, North Carolina; along county road between Lakey Gap 
Chapel and Laurel Lake. 


Date of field team report: Septnber 18, 1952. 
Authorship of field team report: A. L. Peyton, L. E. Shirley, 


K. H. Teague. 
Field team's recommendation: Denial - many mica books are 


bent and cracked, and some contain sm11 black spots. AU 
mica is less than 3 inches in diameter. 


Comments: Prospects of finding a deposit of strategic mica here 
seem poor. 


ACTION SUGGESTED: Follow field team's recommendation. 


c	 Oish-Q-
R. E Van A].stine
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(Revw6Mi952i .T.	 : jITED	 TES DEPARTMENT OF THE INT*OR 
DEFENSINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRAN


Form Approved. 
Budget Bureau No. 42-R1035.2. 


APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN

EXPLORATION PROJECT, PURSUANT TO

DMEA ORDER 1, UNDER THE DEFENSE 



PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED


Not to be filled in by applicant 


Docket No 
Metal or Mineral 
Date Received 
Estimated Cost 
Participation (Government %) 


INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Name of applicant.—(a) State here your full legal name, in the form in which you will wish to contract, and your 


mailing address-----
--------------------- i-_=-.._=_=-.._ 


p	 LJtiU Ui3p	 . 


(b) If other than an individual, add to your name above whether a corporation, partnership, etc., and the name of the State 
in which incorporated or otherwise organized. 


(c) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names and addresses of officers. 
(d) If a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners.


S&ie ei bive. 
2. General.—Read DMEA Order 1, "Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects," before completing this application. 


Submit this application and all accompanying papers in quadruplicate (four copies), with your name and address on each 
sheet of the application and on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required 
information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number. 
Comply with all applicable instructions; or, if not applicable, so state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration 
Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest field executive officer thereof. 


3. Applicant's property rights.—(a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all 
land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and excluding any land or interest in land which is 
not to be included in the exploration project contract,.--------- ------------------ 	 --


'e1n the	 c'	 i!ic1I L.ött, 
_________________________________________________


the 
retbi	 pr:y 


(c) State your interest in the land, whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or other'wise
by teae. 


(d) If you are not the owner, submit with this application a copy of the lease, contract, or other document under which 
you control the property. 


(e) If you own the land, describe any liens or encumbrances on it - 


(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the description above, the book and page numbers for each recorded 
location notice.


None 
4. Physical description.— (a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being 


conducted upon the land, including existing mine workings and production facilities. State your interest, if any, in such 
operations. Also describe accessibility of1 mine workin for examination purposes. 


(b) State past and current oduction, and ore.reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades. 
(c) Describe the geologic features of the property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, etc.), and your 


reasons for wishing to explore. Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part 
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other tech.nologic information you may have, indicating on each 
whether you require its return to you. 


(d) State the facts with respect to the accessibility of the project: Access roads, distances to shipping, supply and residence 
points. '


(e) State the availability of manpower, materials, supplies, equipment, water, and power.	 -	 io—cessi-i







(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if needed) 
of any present mine workin	 and th location of the roposed exploration work as related to such features as contacts, 
veins, ore-bearing beds, etc. th ii	 ihaft 6 t. by 8 ft. and 50 feet deep. 


(c) The work will start within --------days and be completed within 	 months from the date of an exploration 
project contract.	 -	 . 


(d) State the operating experience and background of the applicant with relation to the ability to carry out • such explo-
ration project, and also that of the person or persons who will supervise the operations. 	 .-


6. Estimate of costs.—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you will have to use a separate sheet), 
under the following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project: 


(a) Independent contracts.—(Note.—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write "none" 
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contraèted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work 1n -subsequent 
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in 
terms of units of work (sh as per foot of drilling, per foot of . drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard 
of material moved, etc.). 	 one,	 . 


(b) Labor, supervision, consultazts.—Include an itemized schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries, or fees 
for necessary labor, supervision and engineering and geological consultants. . 


(c) Operating materials and supplies —Ftirnish an itemized list, including items of equipment costing less than $50 each, 
and power, water and fuel. 	 -	 .	 .	 .	 - 


(d) Operating equipment.—Furnish an itemized list of any operating equipment to be rented, püich'ased, or which is owned 
and will be furnished byh'e Oerat'or, with'the' e'stimatediental, purchase price, or suggested dse-allowanée based on present 
value, as the case may be.We -ti11 re!t e. creor, ho Lit nd purrp. 


(e) Rehabilitation and repairs.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary initial rehabilitation or repairs 
of existing buildings, installations, fixtures, and movable operating equipment, now owned by the Operator and which will be 
devoted to the exploration project. 	 .	 .	 :	 . •	 . 


(f) New buildings, improvements, installations.—Furnish a-detailed list showing the cost of any necessary buildings, fixed 
improvements, or installations to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project. 


(g) Miscellaneous.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to andmaintenance of operating equipment (not 
including initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator's equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmen's compensation 
and.employers' liability insurance, and payroll taxes. 


(h) Contingencies.—Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated above. 
NOTE.—No items of general overhead, corporate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or any 


other indirect costs, or work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be included in the 
estimáté of costs.	 - 


7. (a) Are you prepared to furnish your shar . of the cost of the proposed project in accordance with the regulations on 
Goyernment participation (Sec. 7, DMEA No. 1)?	 3.	 -	 . 


(b) How do you propose tc- furnish your share of the costs? 	 .	 .	 - 


Money	 Use of equipment owned by.you .•' 	 Other 


Explain in detail on acompanying paper. 	 .	 .	 . - 


CERTIFICAI1QN . 
The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf and acting for 


the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best 
of his knowledge and belief. 	 - 


Dated --------W3t -- - , 19


By &


ppiicant) 


-7-----------------------------
/ 


Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a wiiIully (alse statement or representation to any depart-
ment or agency o the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction. 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRTNTING OFFêC 	 i6-66i5i-i







S 
Phiiical doicriptton. 


8ub. eotion A:, The above 8ecr.tbed Ian&	 been 1eaed for mining 
pupoe a per loa3ø attaChed, and t easily acCeib1e for exaintiOn. 


8ubieotton fi: The rtne io known to produce Red Ruby !iCa. 


Su.ection C: Tht mine wa operated about 1866 and wae knoin to have 
produced large quantitie q of a very fine grade of Red Ruby flica. 


ub'eCtton Dl The mine 1r3 located south of the old Lakey Gp Road 
about one mile from Blok Tiountain, . C. just off N. C. Bighw7 9 
leading from flack r4ountain,, . C.. to flat Qave. N. C. 


iection : anpotrer, nateraia, uppltet, oqipment, ator and 
power ee all available. 


5 ie •zploration project. 


ub.-eecton 1):	 • Jane ¶right Ia an experienced ntner with 30 yeara 
or mining experience. 


4 j .	 ttmte o cot. £pproxitatel7 320OQ .00.







'3.	 ,licant' prerty rtta:	 beotion i. Co y of Lee. 


OW Nfl OLA, 
CflUY O 


ThIs LtA1r, rdo cnd ntore into tht, the 2th da of July, 1952, by 
and betucen Mfl. 1YI+RALL OTP, widoi, of uncobe County, Iorth Crroltn*, 
party of tiw first part, and L. . covxn 	 JA!C t7XGHT, of the afozeeaid 
County and tato, partic of the eeond part, 


W XN	 r3,TH: - 
THAT the iaid party of the ffrtit part, for and in corvideration of the 


agreorent and covenants beroinafter contained, to be kept and perforned 
by the pertto of the riecond part, doee hereby rent, lee 30 and dêm3. ci to 
the aid parti of the eoon part, their' heirt and	 igni, on the tome 
and condit ' iong hereinafter eetfoz'th, the follot,tnj decrtbcd real cetate, 
for mining purposes an hereinafter defined, located in Black rnountain own-
ehip, fluncoinbe County, X3orth C eroltna, and 1ocribed an followe: 
8EING the Moneplace of the party of the tirt part and lying south of the 
old Lakey Gc Ioad, and being a part of the original Cua5tavino property. 
BVNG	 EXCEPTING the )ziveway leading Louthi'ierd1y from the old Loy 
Gai, Road to the reitdence of the party of the firet part, nd .&V2t1G AD 
EXCEPTING that por'tio of the property above deicribed there the reidence 
building of the party of the first part ie located. 


TO HAVE A!D TO HOW the above deioribed lan(it, for nintng purpoie for 
nba only, unto the partiee of the second part, theIr hetr and a13ign1, 
for a period of One (1) year, commencing on the let day of August, 1952, 
nd ending on July 30th, 1953, unle sooner terminated, and upon the 


following term and conditione: 


a. That the party of the ffrt part gtvee to the partiee of the iocofld 
part the right to d1, qarry, oearch for, aM obtain mica from the property 
above deecribed, reciervXng, hOvever, the right of the party of the fir'et 
part to deatgnate that portion of the property above deocribed that they tiay 
eearch for' and obtain mica therefrom, and recerving the right to uie the 
roadway leadinç outhwar'd1y from the old Lekey Gap Road to the reebdence of 
the party of the firet part, which said roadway ehafl be kept open at all 
timee.


b. That the artieo of the second part in their' eeareh fox' mica ahell 
not demage the preriiee, and ihe11 haul away auch dirt and rocke that may' 
accumulate in the mining and quarrying of eaid premi3eri, at their atm ox-. 
penee, eo tht no unaightly pilei of dirt and rocke shall be accumulated 
on the prozerty; that they further covenant and agree that no unneoery 
damagee hal1 be done during the term of thie leane and that they hail 
have the right to cut iuch timber ae may be neoear7 in their search for 
and quarrying for mica, and the party of the tirt pert ehafl permit the 
partlee of the 'econ8 part to erect and congtzuct eucth r'ight-of.'way's nec-
ceaary to and fZ'QITI the property In order that aid mica nay be removed 
therefrom, 


C. The perttee of the eecond part agree to py to the party of the 
firat part, her hetri and aein, a royalty of 12 percent. groe of all. 
funde received from the a3.e of mica that may be found and o1d on the pro 


\\ mie above deicriboci, and that aettlenent ehell be made on the 10th of 
\ each month covering ialee during the prevtoue month, and caid oettlement 


\mhell be computed by the invoices of ealee ao made by the parties of the







.	 ge . . . . .Let. 
p .fl 


eecon part, an ñaioh the party of the tirt part reervee the 
to ezemine an inopect euch invoicea fron tine to tine thou1 ahe de-
etre to d o. 


a.	 e rti of t	 econt1 rt covenant	 agree to tae everr 
care anti pecutton in the nining, digging enE querrying f02' ttca On 
the premte above docribed, anti thct they agree not to dig, nine or 
quarry on any part of the property above deeribed that would be object'-
tenable to the party of. the tirot part., 


e. The ter of thtt 1ee ohall not be extended except 4th the 
option of the party of the fir,t pert, an in ca ge of removal thu 
intrunent ney stand if propoi' enendmenta are duly Vttfle3Gd an t-
tached in trittng hereto. 


f. The party of the ffrt part reaervo the right to ue the land, 
or convey the ee, not conflicting with thie leaie, and that this 
leae hall not be aetne to any other pereon, firn or corporation 
vithout the iritten eon3ent of the party of the firt part. That the 
party of the ft part ahll not be reon,tble or liable for any 
injury to any of their etnp1oyee for ritning or prociecting for nice. 


g. It t further üntierotooti anti agreed that unloaa iitca. of pMett' 
cal value for nining urpoeo ohall b foufiti ttthtn 30 dayi from the 
date of thia inetrurent, thii leae nay be torrtnated by the parties 
of the econti pert at any time thereefter upon a 10 day notice to the 
party of the 1 L ,t part, eM tat the paz'tiea of the qecon1 part agree 
that during the conttnuanoe of thto leae iork in said ntnei for nice 
on the property ihali not ce for nore then a period of 30 days at 
any one time; unavoidable aeidente excepted.. 


h. Failure to conply vith all the covenanto anti greeraenta heroin 
contcined on the part of the partica of tho aecond part viii tnmdtate-
].y terntnctte thto leacie. 


2. That at the end of the tezot thio loa,e, or vhOn otherw2.eo 
terninateti, the partioti of the aecond part further covenant anti agree 
that the property iha1l be cleaned of any anti all debrie, dirt anti 
rocks that nay be on the urface of eatti premiiei, anti rerieve all 
machinery of every kind, nature anti deicrtption, 1211 in all abafte 
anti holes, and leave the property generally in c good con&tton, ae 
it relatei to the urface thereof, aa the aae ie now in. 


Iti	 eanh of the partiea hereto have hereunto aet 
their hent1 and ieale, in tiuplicate, thti the dy end year firat above 
wrttlen.


let *rri. !ar*ail )ott	 (L)

Party If 


/jj Jamota triht	 (3EAL) 


L	 G. Covin 


/	


artteo 


//	


0 tho Uecnd	
(L)







S	 . 


•	 014 worlcin&a inscosisible.	 • 


(b) BtT• florld War 0 
o1ouis1 ltioa Coporatt*t boug)d $600.00 wi*'th. 


PrHivtJ no prodztt. 


(o) Thi i13, rock ii * aioa sc]4st. Tb. pip*ttts #*re .xpa:d 
is rather weU wsat*redj the tilca iseas to be evi1y d.tatri" 
buted. PoIttte about 10 t..t wide ne*r1 'vwrtio4. 


(4) Wriht sbatt is n bank ot *11 weather road. 
•	


•	 B]*Qk Ltountsin Baj1ws, Statitit ui• mtl*, 


()	 ev line orosses 3sase0 • 
Uper available, ($1.00 er hoin'.) 


6.


	


	 opoie to stnk a 60 to	 and oro*so	 bO3* o: 
shaft tull width ot slxz, 8hstt •xpaot.d to cost $0.00 per 


• toots Crossoit, $0 ti.tO $25.00 pir toot, •
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