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| UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR |
BUREAU OF MINES ~ /\/\/JJ
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

October 8, 1952

Memorandum

To: Nomnmetallic Minerals Division
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

From: Chief, Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials Branch

Subject: DMEA-2648, Mica, Mott Mine, Buncombe County,
North Cyrolina

I concur in the field team's recommendation to deny
subject application on the basis that strategic mica is not likely

to be found at this mine.

3= i

V. F. Dietrich
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

October 8, 1952

To: Fonmetallic Minerals Division
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

From: Chief, Ceramic and Fertilizer Naterials Branch

Subject: IMEA-2648, Mica, Mott Mine, Buncombe cnunty,
North Cprolina

I concur in the field tean's recommendation to deny

0 be found at this mine.

W. ¥. Dletrich

subject spplication on the basis that strategic mica ie not :ukely :





UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON 25, D.Cc. 600

Cctober 1, 1952

Review of Docket No. DMRE4A-2648 - Mica
L. 8. Covin and James UWright
Mott Mine
Buncombe County, North Carolina

Aug. 11, 1952

Aug. 13, 1952
Aug. 21, 1952
Aug. 25, 1952

Sept. 10, 1952

Sept. 30, 1952

Received application dated Aug. 7, 1952
covering a 50 foot shaft @ $40.00 per
foot with 30 foot crosscut at the bottom
@ {R5.00 per foot. Total cost $R,750,00,

U.S.G.S. recommends filed examinationm.
U.5.B.M. recommends field examination.
Referred to field.

Field report recommends denial based on
the fact that there is no evidence of the

occurrence of a worthwhile deposit.

U.S.G.S. recommends "Follow field team's
recommendation.





' UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
. DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON 25, D.c. 600

 October 1, 1952 -

~ Review of Docket No. DMEA~2648 ~ Mica
L, 5. Covin and James Wright

Mott Mine

Buncmbo County, lorth Gu-anm

Avg. 11, 1952

Aug. 21, 1952 '
-Aug. 25, 1952

Sﬂpt. 10, 1952

. Sept. 30, 1952 . -
: o recomendation.

."R-ceivod application dated Aug. 7, 1952
covering a 50 foot shaft @ §40.00 per . ~ = - -
- foot with 30 foot orosscut at the bottam .~ - -

] *25.00 per foot. ‘rotnl coat ‘2,750 00, -

:U.S.G.S. rocmonda !‘ilod eminaticn.
' U.S.B.H. reccmends f;eld pmimtion:
' Referred to field. | :
' Fleld report reccimends denial based on

" the fact that there is no evidence of the
occurronce of & worthwhile depoait.

U.S.G.S. reocumends "Follow field tea.m'a





“ . E@ABTME” N REPLY REFER TO:
,~ Detuse iy, E im0y

Minerals Agm
UNITED STATES. | RECEI¥Ep Chit
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR SEP 3 1957

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

R

September 30, 1952

Memorandum
REVIEW OF FIELD T#AM REPORT ON APPLICATION DMEA-2648 (mica)

To: L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

From: R, B, Van Alstine, U, S. Geological Survey

Applicant: L. S. Covin and James Wright, Black Lountain, North

Name of property: Mott mine.

Location of property: 1.4 miles due S. of Black Mountain, Buncombe
County, North Carolina; along county road between Lakey Gap
Chapel and Laurel Lake., '

Date of field team report: September 18, 1952,

Authorship of field team report: A. L. Peyton, L. E. Shirley,
K. H. Teague.

Field team's recommendation: Denial -- many mica books are
bent and cracked, and some contain small black spots. All
mica is less than 3 inches in diameter.

Comments: Prospects of finding a deposit of strategic mica here
' seem poor.,

ACTION SUGGESTED: Follow field team's recommendation.

R. E. Van Alstine

Van Alstine:jeh

G-9/30/52 .
- ecc: Director's reading file 4212 GSA Bldg.
Branch n n 1 " n
DMEA o
Van Alstine G-230 " "

Norton G-228 " "
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR “

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 4/\/‘/“) '
WASHINGTONCESXBECE.

Room 13, Post Office Building
Knoxville, Tennessce

September 18, 1952

Memorandum
To: Operating Committee, IMEA - Washington
Froms Field Teamy; IMEA Region 7 = Knoxville s Tennessee

Subject: DMEA=-2648, Mott Mine (mica) Field Examination Report.

Transmitted herewith are L copies of the above subject

reports,
The Field Team concurs in the denial of this application,

[

Robert A, 'Laurence
Executive Officer, IMEA
" Region 7

Bl

Wm. A. Beck, for V. J. Lynch
U. S. Bureau of Mines






UNITED STATES
DEPARTVENT OF THE INTERICR

DEFENSE MINERALS SXPLORATION AIMINISTRATION

REPOKT OF EXAMINATION BY FINLD TEAM, REGION VIX

| IMEA=261,8, MOTT NINE
o Mica
Applicantss L. S. Covin and James Wright
Bunbonbe county, North Carolina

By
A. L. Peyton, Mining Engineer
and

~ Lawrence B, Shirley, Mining E‘ngineer
U. Se Burean of Mines: :

Kefton H, Teague: Geologist
U. 9. Geological Survey
' Revieved by
' DMEA OPERATING COMMITTEE
September 18, 1952 7/ 26 /

{ (déte)
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Report of Field Examination on
IMEA-26L8 - HOTT MINE(mica)

Applicants: L. S. Covin and James Wright
Black Hountain, N. C.

A pegmatite L4 to 5 fect thick has been prospected by a 10=foot
pit. The pegmatite contains clear and slightly spotted ruby colored
mica in small sizes. Most of the books are bent or cracked. There is
m evidence of the occurrence at this place of & wortinhile deposity
therefore, the Field Team recommends that the application for explora=-
- tion assistance be denied,

The Field Team axamined the deposit on September 10, 1952,
. accompanied by L. S. Covin and James Wright. Two hours were spent on
the property. . '

v The Mott Mine is located 1.L miles due south of Black Mountain,

Buncombe County, North Carolina. The 10=foot pit is in the south
bank of a county road which connects between lakey Gap Chapel and
Laurel lLske, Access is excellent,

Both of the foplicants have had mica mining experience, and Mre
¥right has spent most of his life as a miner.

. There are no installations on the propcrty and the only opening
is the pit which is 10 feet deep., To the north on the opposite side
of the county road is locsted the old Guastauino or Burco mine, This

. old mine was opened originally for the kaolin, but some mica has been
produced from it. Apparently neither the kaolin nor mics operation was
especially successful. ‘ '

On the subject property the only pegmatite obgerved was the one
exposed in the 10=foot pit in the road bank., About 150 feet southwest
of the roadbank exposure, some scrap mica occurs in an abandoned roade -
w3y, but no sheet mica appears %o occur here.

 The pegmatite exposed is from }} to S feet thick, striking about
N. 30° E., and dipping from 60° to 70° southeast. The pegmatite is
conformable in both strike and dip to the schistosity of the biotite
schist wall rock. Numerous lenses and fragments of schist occur as
- inclusions in the pegmatite. ' ,

. Both the pegmatite and enclosing rocks are deeply weathered.
The pegmatite is medium coarse grained, composed of kaoclinized





page = 2. IMEA-2648,

feldspar, small quarts, and muscovite. No apparent zoning was obe
served in the pegmatite.

The mica is hard, ruby colored, and splits well, Many of the
books are bent and cracked and some contain snall black spots. All
of the mica exposed in the pit and obta’ned from the pits 18 lesgs
than three inches in diameter,

The Field Team believes that the pegmatite on this property
vepresents the southwest end of that one mined from the property to the
north and that there is 1ittle or no likely~hood that a worthwhile
deposit of stirategic mica occurs herej therefore, the request should
be denied, _ : .

September 10, 1952, A, L. Peyton, USEM
| " L. E. SHirley, USBX
K. H. Teague, USGS





UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS ZXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

REPORT OF EXAMINATION BY FIELD TEAM; REGION VII

DMEA=26i8, MOTT MINE
(Mica)

Applicants: L. S. Covin and James Wright
Buncombe County, North Carolina

By

A. L. Peyton, Mining Engineexr
and
Lawrence E, Shirlsy, Mining Engineer
U. S Bureau of Mines;

Kefton H, Teague, Geologist
U. S. Geological Survey

September 18, 1952





Report of Field Examination on

DMEA=-2648 - MOTT MINE(mica)

Applicantss L. S. Covin and James Wright
Black Mountain, N. C.

A pegmatite l; to 5 feet thick has been prospected by a 10-foot
pit. The pegmatite contains clear and slightly spotted ruby colored
mica in small sizes., Most of the books are bent or cracked, There is
no evidence of the occurrence at this place of a worthwhile deposit;
therefore, the Field Team recommends that the application for e:@lora- :
tion assistance be denied,

The Field Team examined the deposit on September 10, 1952,
accompanied by L. S. Covin and James Wright. Two hours were spent on
the property.

The Mott Mine is located l.L miles due south of Black Mountain,
Buncombe County, North Carolina. The 10=-foot pit is in the south
bank of a county road which connects between Lakey Gap Chapel and
Laurel Lake, Access is excellent,

Both of the Applicants have had mica mining experiencey, and Mr,
Wright has spent most of hig life as a miner.

There are no installations on the property and the only opening
is the pit which is 10 feet deep. To the north on the opposite side
of the county road is located the old Guastauino or Burco mine. This
old mine was opened originally for the kaolin, but some mica has been
produced from it. Apparently neither the kaolin nor mica operation was
especially successful,

On the subject property the only pegmatite observed was the one
exposed in the 10=-foot pit in the road bank. About 150 feet southwest
of the roadbank exposure, some scrap mica occurs in an abanconed road=
way, but no sheet mica appears to occur here,

The pegmatite exposed is from L4 to 5 feet thick, striking about
N. 300 E., and dipping from 60° to 70° southeast. The pegmatite is
conformable in both strike and dip to the schistosity of the biotite
schist wall rock. Numerous lenses and fragments of schist occur as
inclusions in the pegmatite.

Both the pegmatite and enclosing rocks are deeply weathered.
The pegmatite is medium coarse grained, composed of kaolinized -





page = 2. IMEA~26L8,

feldspar, small quartz, and muscovite. No apparent zoning was obe
served in the pegmatite. :

The mica is hard, ruby colored, and splits well. Many of the
books are bent and cracked and some contain small black spots. All
of the mica exposed in the pit and obtained from the pits is less
than three inches in diametere.

The Field Team believes that the pegmatite on this property
represents the southwest end of that one mined from the property to the
north and that there is little or no likely-hood that a worthwhile
deposit of strategic mica occurs here; therefore;, the request should
be denied, '

September 10, 1952, A. L. Peyton, USEM
L. E. SHirley, USBM

K. H. Teague, USGS





UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

September 3, 1952

To: Normetsllic Minerals Divieion
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

From:  Chief, Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials Branch

 Subject: DMFA-2648;, Mica, L. S. Covin & James Wright
Bunconﬁ:e County, North Carolina

I concurred verbelly on August 21 in recompending a £ield .
" examination to inspect and report on the feasidility of prepering
an exploration project at this mine,

W. P. Dietrich
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UNITED STATES /M

X DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. Y At~

September 3, 1952

Memorandum

To: Nonmetallic Minerals Division
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

From: Chief, Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials Branch

Subject: DMEA-2648, Mica, L. S. Covin & Jemes Wright
Buncombe County, North Carolina

I concurred verbally on August 21 in recommending a field
examination to inspect and report on the feasibillity of preparing

an exploration project at this mine.

AP, f

W, F, Dietrich
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. Q\LQ/W&-

August 19, 1952

Memorandum

To: Nommetallic Minerals Division
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

From: Chief, Ceramic and Pertilizer Materials Branch

Subject: DMEA-2648, Mica, L. S. Covin and Jemes Wright,
Bunconbe County, North Carolina

It is suggested that applicant be requested to furnish
further information, with reference to a more detailed plan of
proposed exploration, map indicating geological features, and

relevant questions not answered in the application.

V. Fo Dietrich
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~. ‘ IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

August 13, 1952

Memorandum .
REVIEW OF APPLICATION DMEA-26L48 (Mica)

To: L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

From: P, L. Weis, U. S. Geological Survey

Applicant: L. S, Covin and James Wright.

Name of property: Not provided.

Location of property: Buncombe County, North Carolina.

Estimated cost of project: $2,000.

Summary of applicant's proposal:

o To sink a shaft 6§ x 8 feet and 50 feet deep.
Sources of information on applicant's property:
None. '
Comment s ¢
The information provided by the applicants is not particularly
clear, but according to their statement, the mine has produced
mica in the past,

RECOMMENDATION:

: Examination by the field team, with a request to determine
whether the applicants' proposed exploration program is practical,
provided the examination shows the property has sufficient promise
to warrant an exploration loan.

Paul L. Weis
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Mr. L. S.‘Covln Subject: 2648

Black Mountain : DMEA

North Carolina Re: Exploration Assistance
: Guastavino Property

' August 13, 1952

!

My dear Mr. Covin:
The receipt of your application dated August 7, 1952,

for exploration assistance under the Defense Production Act of 1950,
as amended, is hereby acknowledged.

Your application has been assigned Docket Number DMEA-26L48
and_referred to the Non-Metallic Minerals Division.

Kindly refer to DMEA-26L48 in any future correspondence
relating to your application. |

Sincerely yours,

ROBERT E. ADAMS
' Robert E. Adams

Chief, Operation's Control
and Statisties Division

| 26451
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% SN
g : ,
" medegmasn .V SUN{@D STATES DEPARTMENT OF THR@NTERIOR  Eomiprored . o0
J X e DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION -
"
"”«XX'\%S
(2 o * Not to be filled in by applicant
APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN
EXPLORATION PROJECT, PURSUANT TO Docket No. . Da&R - Al
DMEA ORDER 1, UNDER THE DEFENSE Date Received .. €= Lo .
PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED Estimated Cost e
’ Participation (Government %) ...

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Name of applicant.—(a) State here your full legal name, in the form in whi ‘you will wish to contract, and your
mailing address: . S, Covin, Black Mountain, N, C, Partners

Jemes Wright, Black Mountain, N. C. (Partner)

(b) If other than an individual, add to your name above whether a corporation, partnership, ete., and the name of the State
in which incorporated or otherwise organized. ‘ '

(¢) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names and addresses of officers.

(d) If a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners. Same as above,

2. General—Read DMEA Order 1, “Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects,” before completing this application.
Submit this application and all accompanying papers in quadruplicate (four copies), with your name and address on each
sheet of the application and on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required
information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number.
Comply with all applicable instructions; or, if not applicable, so state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration
Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest field executive officer thereof.

8. Applicant’s property rights.—(a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all
land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and .excluding any land or interest in land which.is
not to be included in the exploration project contractBelng the Homeplace of Mrs., Mar shall Mott, -

kS

1yine South of the o01d Lakey Gsp Road and being vert of the original Guag-

tavino property property, Ssving & Excepting, the driveway leading Southward-
1y from the 0ld Lakey Gap Rd. and that portion of the property on which the

resifdenge Qf oMk SamdiBhais e ML, £gndgcated. .

(c¢) State your interest in the land, whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or otherwise by Lease.,

(d) If you are not the owner, submit with this application a copy of the lease, contract, or other document under which
you control the property.

Not applicable

(e) If you own the land, describe any liens or encumbrances on it

(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the description above, the book and page numbers for each recorded
location notice. None :

4. Physical description.—(a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being
conducted upon the land, including existing mine workings and production facilities, State your interest, if any, in such
operations. Also describe accessibility of mine working$ for examination purposes.

(b) State past and current production, and ore reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades.

(c) Describe the-geologic features of the.property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, ete.), and your
reasons for wishing to explore. Illustrate with maps or sketches, Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, indicating on each

. whether you require its return to you.

(d) State the facts with respect to the accessibility of the project: Access roads, distances to shipping, supply and residence

points.

(e) State the availability of manpower, materials, supplies, equipment, water, and power. 16—66551-1





5. The exploration project—(a) Sta.e mineral or minerals for which you wish t‘)lore 3,.’ e
Red Ruby Mica -y

(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if neéded)
of any present mine workings, and the location of the proposed exploration. work as related to such features as contacts,
veins, ore-bearing beds, etc. To sink shaft 6 ft. by 8 ft., and "50 feet deep.

(¢) The work will start within _-73_9___-_ days and be completed within ____. 3 ..... months from the date of an exploration
project contract.

(d) State the operating experience and background of the applicant with relation to the ability to carry out such explo-
ration project, and also that of the person or persons who will supervise the operations.

6. Estimate of costs—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you will have to use a separate sheet),
under the following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project:

(@) Independent contracts.— (Note.—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write “none”
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work in subsequent
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard
of material moved, ete.). None.

(b) Labor, supervision, consultants.—Include an itemized schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees
for necessary labor, supervision and engineering and geological consultants. ¢ . .

(¢) Operating materials and: supplies—Furnish an itemized list, including items of equipment costing less than $50 each,
and power, water and fuel.

(d) Operating equipment.—Furnish an itemized list of any operating equipment to be rented, purchased, or which is owned
and will be furnished by the Operator, with the estimated rental, purchase price, or suggested use-allowance based on present
value, as the case may be. We will rent a compressor, hoist and pump, '

(e) Rehabilitation and repairs—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary initial rehabilitation or repairs
of existing buildings, installations, fixtures, and movable operating equipment, now owned by the Operator and which will be
devoted to the exploration project. :

(f) New buildings, improvements, installations.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary buildings, fixed
improvements, or installations to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project.

(g) Miscellaneous.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not
including initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator’s equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmen’s compensation
and employers’ liability insurance, and payroll taxes. . )

(h) Contingencies—Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated above.

NOTE.—No items of general overhead, corporate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or any
other indirect costs, or work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be included in the

estimate of costs. .
T (a) Are you prepared to furnish your share of the cost of the proposed project in accordance with the regulations on
Government participation (Sec. 7, DMEA No. 1)?. Yes. :
(b) . How do you propose tc furnish your share of the costs?

.

: . . o
[Z’ Money l__—l Use of equipmer_it owned by'you D Other - ’ s e

Bxplain in detail on acompanying paper.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf and acting for
the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best
of his knowledge and belief. .

Dated August 7th , 195, 2

By...

Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a wilifully false statement or representation to any depart-
ment or agency of the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction.

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFIcL  16—66551-1
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L, Physical description.

Sub-gection A: The above described land has been leased for mining
purposes as per lease attached, and 1s eagily accessible for examination.

Sub-section B: The mine is known to produce Red Ruby Mica.

Sub-sectioh C: This mine was operated about k866 and was known to have
produced large dQuantities of a very fine grade of Red Ruby Mica.

Sub-gsection D: The mine is located South of the old Lakey Gep Road
about one mile from Black Mountain, N. C. Just off N, C. Highway 9
leading from Black Mountain, N. C. to Bat Cave, N. C.

. Sub~gection E: Manpower, materials, supplies, equipment, water and
power are all avallable.

5. The exploration project.

Sub-~section D: Mr. James Wright is an experienced miner with 30 years
of mining experience.

6. Estimate of costs. Approximately $2000.00.





o

L
3

4. (a) See sketche.
04 work:.ngl inacceaublo.

(b) Befare World War #2 winown. A
Colonial Mica Corporation bought MSO0.00 vorth. e
Proamt; no productmn.

(c) The wall rock is a mica schi.t. The pegmtito where éxposed
is rather well weatlered; the mica seems to be evenly distr:.-
buted. Pegmatite about 10 feet wide n.arly vertical.

Lol (d) Wright shaft is in bank of all weu.thor road.
- Black Mountain Railway Staticn one mile.

(e) Pmer line croues lease.
Menpower available. (01.00 per hour.)

S R Propose to sink a 50 féot shaft and crosscut from bottom of
‘ . shaft full width of vein. Shaft expected to cost $40.00 per
_foot; Crossout, 30 foot @ 325.00 per foot.

- o
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4 . 3. Applicant's_oroperty rights: Sub;sect‘n (c). Copy of Lease.
A\ '

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA,

COUNTY OF BUNCOMBE.

THIS LEASE, made z2nd entered into this the 28th day of July, 1952, by
and between MRS. MARSHALL MOTT, a widow, of Buncombe County, North Carolina,
party of the first part, and L. S. COVIN and JAMES WRIGHT, of the aforesaid
County and State, parties of the second part,

WITNESSETH:

et et Gmas ey Gmey dmm S G Smm

THAT the saild party of the first part, for and in consideration of the
agreements and covenants hereinafter contained, to be kept and performed
by the parties of the second part, does hereby rent, lease and demise to
the said parties of the second part, their heirs and assigns, on the terms
and conditiions hereinafter setforth, the following described real estate,
for mining purposes as hereinafter defined, located in Black Mountain Town-
ship, Buncombe County, North Carolina, and described as follows:

BEING the Homeplace of the party of the first part and lyihg South of the
old Lakey Gap Road, and being a part of the original Guastavino property.
SAVING AND EXCEPTING the Driveway leading Southwardly from the old Lakey
Gep Road to the residence of the party of the first part, and SAVING AND’

EXCEPTING that portion of the property above described where the residence
building of the party of the first part is locsated.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the above described lands, for mining purposes for
mica only, unto the parties of the second part, their heirs and assigns,
for a period of One (1) year, commencing on the 1lst day of August, 1952,
and ending on July 30th, 1953, unless sooner terminated, and upon the
following terms and conditions: -

a. That the party of the first part gives to the parties of the second
part the right to &lg, dwarry, search for, and obtain mica from the property
above described, reserving, h6wever, the right of the party of the first
part to designate that portion of the property above described that they may
search for and obtain mica therefrom, and regerving the right to use the
roadway leading Southwardly from the old Lakey Gap Road to the residence of
the party of the first part, which said roadway shall be kept open at all
times.

b. That the parties of the second part in their search for mica shall
not damage the premises, and shall haul away such dirt and rocks that may
accumulate in the mining and quarrying of said premises, at their own ex-—
pense, so that no unsightly plles of dirt and rocks shall be accumulated
on the preperty; that they further~covenant and agree that no unnecessary
damages shall be done during the term of this lease and that they shall
have the right to cut such timber as may be necessary in their sesrch for
and quarrying for mica, and the party of the first part shall permit the.
parties of the gecond part to erect and construct such right-of-ways nec-—
cesgary to and from the property in order that said mica may be removed
therefrom, '

c. The parties of the second part agree to pey to the party of the
first part, her heirs and assigns, a royalty of 123 percent. gross of all
funds received from the sale of mica that may be found and gold on the pre-
mises above described, and that settlement shall be made on the 10th of
each month covering sales during the previous month, and said settlement
shall be computed by the invoices of sales so made by the perties of the





Page 2......Lease. ' .

second part, and which the party of the first part reserves the right
to examine and inspect such invoices from time to time should she de-

sire to do so,

d. The parties of the second part covenant and agree to use every
care and precaution in the mining, digging and quarrying for mica on
the premises above described, and that they agree not to dig, mine or
dquarry on any part of the property above degscribed that would be object-
ionable to the party of the first part.

e. The terms of this lezse shall not be extended except with the
option of the party of the firgt psrt, and in case of renewal this
instrument may stand if proper amendments asre duly witnessed and at-
tached in writing hereto. :

f. The party of the first part reserves the right to use the land,
or convey the same, not conflicting with this lease, and that this
lease shell not be assigned to any other person, firm or corporation
without the written consent of the party of the first part., That the
party of the firgt part shall not be responsible or liable for any
injury to any of thelr employees for mining or prospecting for mica.

g. It is further understood zand agreed that unless mica of practi-
cal value for mining purposes shall be found within 30 days from the
date of thig instrument, this lease may be terminated by the parties
of the second part at any time thereafter upon a 10 day notice to the
party of the first part, asnd that the parties of the second part agree
that during the continuance of this lease work in gaid mines for mica
on the property shall not' cease for more than a period of 30 days at
any one time; unavoidable accidents excepted.

h. Faillure to comply with all the covenants and agreements herein -
contained on the part of the parties of the second part will immediate~
ly terminate this lease.

i. That at fhe end of the term of this lease, or when otherwise
terminated, °the parties of the second part further covenant and agree
that the property shall be cleaned of any and all debris, dirt and
rocks that may be on the surface of said premises, and remove all
machinery of every kind, nature and description, fill in all shafts

‘and holes, and leave the property generally in as good condition, as

1t relates to the surface thereof, as the same is now in.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF each of the parties hereto have hereunto set
thelr hands and seals, in duplicate, this the dey and year first above
written,

/s/ Mrs. Marshall Mott (SEAL)
Party of the First Part.

/s/ James VWiright ( SEAL)

/s/ L. 8. Covin ( SEAL)

Parties of the Second Part.

WITNESS:

/s/ Belle P, Hamilton
/s/ Rex Gragg
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(‘) Ses sketch.
. 0ld workings i.naceeni.blo.

(b) Befare Torld War #2 unknowne

6.

Colonial Yioca Corporation bougit 845004»00 worthi
Present; no prcducm.one ’

{c) The wall rock is & mica schist. The pogutito wisre uputd
is rather well weatlored; the mica seems to be evenly distri-
’outod. Pogmatite about 10 fest wide nearly verticals

(d) Wright shaft is in bank of all weather road.

Black Liountain Ra.ilny Statim e mile.

(8) Power line crosses leage,

nmpmm' availables ($1.00 per hour.)

Proposs to sink a 50 roct’ shaft and orossout fras bottom of
shaft full width of vein, Shaft expected to cost Mo.oo por
foots cronoub, 30 feot G $256.00 por foot.
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‘ IN REPLY REFER TO:

G-MD-Cpo
UNITED STATES iy Rt LS
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

September 30, 1952

EE/ARTHEST OF ¥4E IUTERION
efonse Hlinerals Administration
AECEIVED

SEP 30 1952

Memorandum
REVIEW OF FIELD TEAM REPORT ON APPLICATION DMEA—26L8 (mica)

To: L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

From: R. E, Van Alstine, U, S. Geological Survey

Applicant: L, S, Covin and James Wright, Black Mountain, North

Carolina.

Name of property: Mott mine. .

Location of property: 1l.4 miles due S. of Black Mountain, Buncombe
County, North Carolina; along county road between Lakey Gap
Chapel and Laurel Lake,

Date of field team report: September 18, 1952.

Authorship of field team report: A, L., Peyton, L., E. Shirley,
K. H. Teague.

Field team's recommendation: Denial - many mica books are
bent and cracked, and some contain small black spots. All
mica is less than 3 inches in diameter.

Comments: Prospects of finding a deposit of strateglc mica here

seem poor.

ACTION SUGGESTED: Follow field team's recommendation.

<= U Wstine

R. E. Van Alstine _
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(R;v,,}fﬁjAprff’ 1052y, & \_ -UNITED TES DEPARTM\ENT OF THE INTIHROR B e o 42-R1035.2.
R ;’«’.. -' ' DEFENS INERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATY
)
} R
‘ v ' Not to be filled in by applicant
APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN
EXPLORATION PROJECT, PURSUANT TO ﬁ‘;‘iftof;i;;ﬁﬂﬁﬁf*@gg -------------------
DMEA ORDER 1, UNDER THE DEFENSE Date Received . H=if=ed
- PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED Estimated Cost .

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Name of applicant.—(a) State here your full legal name, in the form in which you will wish to contract, and your

mailing address: g, Y. Coving Black tlountain; e Ge (Prrtner) .
: 5?1':63’ tright, Black tountsin, 11, ¢ (Partneyr)

|
|
Participation (Government D) e ‘
|
|
|

(b) If other than an mdlvzdual add to your name above whether a corporation, partnership, etc., and the name of the State
in which incorporated or othefwise organized.

(¢) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names and addresses of officers.

(d) If a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners.

Same 21 cbove.

2. General—Read DMEA Order 1, “Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects,” before completing this application.
Submit .this application and all accompanying papers in quadruplicate (four copies), with your name and address on each
sheet of the application and on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required
information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number.
Comply with all applicable instructions; or, if not applicable, so state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration
Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest field executive officer thereof.

3. A‘ppliceni’s property rights—(a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all
land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and excludlng any land or interest in land which is

not to be included in the exploration project contractgéi_ﬁg_.t_ﬁ_é__Er____ﬁz___éhe_-.@?__j:__f ...... 118§ ﬁ*ﬁ J‘I" ﬁtt _____
g,, s B ’

1ying Soutiz of the o1t Lekey Uas Dosd sna Boing HErt 6f the 6 Mgiﬁal Guag= .

{av&n "proaferg”wb"sefty"" =vm§; GTXCEptANg, tﬁé"&*ﬁéﬁé&f‘l“mi{ “““ Zou 'thfg -
Trom the olad Lalrey & % " Tl Ena t"‘;‘arﬁ """" TEHE DT 38F ~on URYEN

rgai(&bﬁt?@ @rqn?@amﬂb ra R gfi oy the e ssrty o Uh N ThHe

(c) State your interest in the land whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or otherwise ___.

BY Lease.

(d) If you are not the owner, submlt with this application a copy of the lease, contract, or other document under which
you control the property.

‘(e) If you own the land, describe any liens or encumbrances on it — g2 - oo gosce o
(e) £ you .any ot gpplieabls

(f) - If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the description above, the book and page numbers for each recorded
location notice. .
NHone ‘ . T

4. Physical description.—(a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being
conducted upon the land, including existing mine workings and production facilities. State your interest, if any, in such
operations. Also describe accessibility of mine workingg for examination purposes.

(b) State past and current productlon, and ore.reéserves, if any, giving quantities and grades.

(¢) Describe the geologic features of the property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, ete.), and your
reasons for wishing to explore. Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, indicating on each
whether you require its return to you.

(d) State the facts with respect to the accessibility of the project: Access roads, distances to shipping, supply and residence
points, »

(e) State the availability of manpower, materials, supplies, equipment, water, and power. . : 16—66551-1






" 5. Iﬁwp% 100 ff ect—&tate the mineral or minerals for which yot‘h to explore :,:‘, .

- - £

(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if needed)
of any present mine worklngband th locatlon of the froposed exploration work as related to such features as contacts,
veins, ore-bearing beds, etc. 30 t. by 8 £, and 50 feet deep. -

(¢) The work will start within 2 _____ days and be completed w1th1n ..3 ....... months from the date of an exploration
project contract. :

(d) State the operating experxence and background of the applicant with relation to the ability to carry out "such explo-
ration project, and also that of the person or persons who will supervise the operations. - .

6. Estimate of costs.—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you will have to use a separate sheet),
under the following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the pro;ect

(a) Independent contracts.— (Note.—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write “none”
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work ‘in “subsequent
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in
terms of units of work (swh as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cublc yard
of material moved, etc.).

(b) Labor, supervision, consultcmts —Include an 1temlzed schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries. or fees
for necessary labor, supervision and engineering and geological consultants.

(¢) Operating materials and supplzes —Furnish an 1tem1zed hst lncludlng items of equlpment costmg less than $50 each,
and power, water and fiel. .

(d) Operating equipment. —Furnish an 1tem1zed 11st of any operating equlpment to bé rented, purchased or which is owned
and will be furnished by, fhe O erator, with- the- estlmatedSrental purchase price, or suggésted dse-allowance based on present
value, as the case may be W& 7 11 rent o compreannor, hoist and pu

(¢) Rehabilitation and repairs—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary 1n1t1al rehablhtatlon or repairs
of existing buildings, installations, ﬁxtures, and movable operatmg equipment, now owned by the Operator and whxch lel be
devoted to the exploration project.

(f) New buildings, improvements, installations—Furnish a-detailed list showmg the cost of any necessary bulldmgs, fixed -
improvements, or installations to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the éxploration project.

(9) Miscellaneous.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not -
including initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator s equipment), analytical work _accounting, workmen’s compensation
and-employers’ liability insurance, and payroll taxes.

(k) Contingeéncies.—Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not mcluded in the costs stated above.

NoTe.—No items of general overhead, corporate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or any

other indirect costs, or ‘work performed or costs mcurred before 'che da.te of the contract should be included in the
estimaté of costs. - '

7. (a) Are you prepared to furnish your shar &of the cost of the proposed pro_]ect in accordance with the regulatxons on
Government participation (Sec. 7, DMEA No. 1)? ©8e : )

(b) How do you propose tc furnish your share of the costs?

E Money D Use of equlpment owned byyou D Other = = ~ N

.

N

Explain in detail on acornpanying paper.
CERTIFICATION
The unders1gned whether as an individual, corporate officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf and acting for

the applicant, :certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanymg papers is correct and complete, to the best
of his knowledge and belief.

Dated : A__ngugt 7th : , 19£-

- .. SN N : . - N o ) B ppllcant) )
. coo T . ) . R 7 -

Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a wilifully false statement or representation to any depart-
ment or agency of the United States as to any matter wnhm its jurisdiction.

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING omc: 16—66551-1
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I, Physicsl description.

Bub=-gection Al The ebove Gesoribed 1and hos been lessed for mining
purposes a3 por lease attached, and ia easlly scceasible for examination.
Sub-gection B: The mine 43 known to produce Red Ruby IHica.

Sub=gection C: This nine was operated about Y866 ané wss knoun to have
produced large dquantities of a very fine grade of Red Ruby llica.

Sub-goction P! The mine 15 located South of the old Lakey Gop Road
absut one mile from Black Hountain, N. €. Juat off N, C. EAghmay 9
leading from Blach Mwnmin, H. C. to Bat Cave, N, €.

Subegection Bt Hanpower, naterials, supplaes. cqnipmant. water and
powver are pll available,

5. $he eXpioration project.

fub-nection D: MHr, Janes Uright 13 an expar&enee& miner with 30 years
ef mining experience.

6. Eotimate of costa. Approxinately $2000.00.






~ 3. Applicantts Btiifrty rdghta: fub-zeotion La). Cony of Lesse.

.
74
" ORATT OF NORYH CAROLINA,
COULTY OF BUNCOMDE.

THIS LTACE, modo ond cntered into this the 28th day of July, 1952, by
and betucen MRZ. ITARSHALL MOTT, o widow, of Dunconbe County, North Cerolina,
party of the firat pert, and L. 8, COVIN and JAMES URIGHP?, of the aforeasid
County and Otate, partico of the aecond pert,

YIIRESBELH:

THAT the arid party of the firat part, for and in consideration of the
agrecments and covenants hercinafter contained, to be kept and performed
by the partics of the aecond part, does hersby rent, leaze snd demise to
the acld parties of the geconé part, their helrs and assisna, on the terms
and conditilons hercinafter setforth, the following deacribed real estate,
for mining purposes aas hereinafter Qefined, located in Blagk Hountain Towne
-8hip, Buncombe County, liorth Carolina, and deseribed as follows:

BEING the Homeplace of the party of the firat part =nd lyinhg South of the
0ld Lekey Gop Road, ané being o part of the originsl Cuastavino property.
BAVING aND EXCEPTING the Drivewsy leading Southwerdly from the old L:okey
Gan Road to the reasidence of the party of the first part, and SAVING AND
EXCEPTING that portion of the property above describded uwhere the residence
building of the party of the first part i1as located.

TO HAVE AND 70 HOLD the above deacribsed landg, for mining purpoases for
nica only, unto the parties of the second part, their heirs =nd aasigna,
for a period of One (1) year, commencing on the 1lat day of Auguast, 1952,
end ending on July 30th, 1953, unless sooner terninated, and upon the

Tollowing terms and conditions!

8. That the party of the firat part gives to the parties of the second
part the right to aig, qgarry, search for, and obtain nica from the property
above deacribed, reserving, héwever, the right of the party of the firat
part to dealgnate that portion of the property sbove described that they oy
search for and obtain mica therefrom, and peaerving the risht to use the
roaduay lec@ing Southwardly from the old Lakey Gep Roed to the residence of
g?g perty of the firat port, which said roasdway shall be lept open st all

mes.

b, That the parties of the second part in their geareh for nica shall
not damage the premises, aond ghsll heul awsy such dirt and rocks that msay
accurmlzte in the pining and quarrying of 2218 premises, at their oun ex-
penge, 30 that no unsightly piles of dirt and rocka shell be accumulated
on the property; that they further covenant and agree that no unnecesacry
dameges shell be done Guring the term of thias lease snd that they shall
have the right to cut such timber =4 mey be necessery in their sesrch for
end quarrying for mica, and the perty of the firat part shall pernit the.
parties of the geccond part to erect zand construet such right-of-ways nece
cg@aagy to and from the property in order that naid mica ray be removed
therefrom,

¢. The parties of the socconé part agree to pey to the party of the
N\ firat part, her heirs and assigna, a royalty of 12} percent. gross of a1l .
\_ funds roceived from the 3ale of mica that msy be found and 30ld on the Prée
mises above deseribed, and that settlenment shall be mede on the 10th of
each nonth covering nsales during the previous month, end sa2id settlement
thall be computed by the involces of sales so made by the perties of the

/
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gsecond part, ané viich the party of the firat part reserves the right
to examine and Anopect such invoices from time to time ahould she Qe

sire to 4o 30.

d. The partios of tho gecond part covensnt cnd asgree. to uge every
care =ndl preecaution in the mining, ﬁigging ané quarrying for nics on
the premiges above dsasoribed, end that they agree not to 4ig, mine or
quarry on any part of the property sbove Geseribed that would be object-

ionable to the party of the firast pert..

¢. %he termg of this lense shell not be extenled except with the

option of the party of the firast pert, and in case of reneval this .
instrunent may atand Aif proper anendments sro Guly witneaaeﬁ end gt=

tached in writing hereto,

~ f. fThe perty of the firast part reserves the right to uae the lang,
or convey the sane, not conflieting with this lease, snd that thig
firn or corporation

lease shall net be a3zsigned to any other pergon, f
without the written consent of the party of the firat part. That the

party of the first part shall not be responsible or 1izble for any
injury to any of their employees for nining or @raaaeetinﬂ for nicsa.

g. It As further understoof and egreed that nnleas nica of prictie
eal value for nining purposes ohall be found uvithin 30 days from the
date of this instrument, this leaze pay be terninated by the parties
of the gecond part at any time therenfter upon a 10 day notice to the
party of the first part, snd that the parties of the aecond part agree
that during the continuanoce of this loase work in said ninea for nlea.
on the property shall not cease for more than a peried of 30 days at

any one time} unavoidsble acéldents excepted,

h. Fellure to comply with all the covenanta and agreecments horein .
contained on the part of the partiea of the second pert will irmedictew

1y terminate thic lsass,

1. %hat a%t the end of the teori of this léase, or vhen otherwice
terninated, the particn of the second part further covenent and agree
that the property oshall be cleane@ of any anf a1l debris, dirt and
rocks that may be on the surface of sa2id premises, anf remove all
machinery of every kxind, nature and description, fill in 2ll shafts
ané holes, and loave the property gonerally in as geod condition, aa
1t relatea to the surface thereof, a3 the acme 19 novw in.

I YITHESS WVECHRE0F sach of the parties hereto have hereuﬂﬁo get
their honds and gesla, in duplieate, thias the doy and yeer f£irst akove

written,

_(eBAL)
Lg/ Jemea Urisht _(&EAL)
lo/ L. B. Covin ( GEAL)

. - Sarties of tho ﬁecon&"?art.
ITRERS:

/8/ Belle P. Henflton
/a/ Rex @ragg






4. (a) See sketche ,
014 workings inaccossible.

(b) Befare World War #2 winome |
Colenial Mioa Corporstion bougit $4500.00 worthe
Present; no production,

(o) The wal} rock is & mios schist, The peguatite where exposed

is rather well weatlsred; the nica seens to be eveuly distri-
- buted, Pegmatite about 10 feet wide nearly vertical.

() Wright shaft is in bank of all weather road.
Black Liountain Railway Statim e miles

(e) Power 1ine o10wses loRse. . o
" Manpowsr availablee ($1.,00 per howrs)

T Be Propose t6 sink a 50 foot shaft and orosscut from bottom of
.7 . shaft £ull width of vein, Shaft expested to oost $40.00 por
' * footy Crossout, 30 fest & $35.00 pee foots.
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- Mr. I.f.v B. Govka =~ Mjuts x)oexmt lo. Dm-zsha - uto‘
. Blaek Mountain .. - . Bod Buhy Mica Mine _
Rurth'Caronu L j‘ R lmm’bo Ommtr. Horﬂt Gmliu

. Dnr Mr. Oovias

cL 7 Yowr a,pplintion in the a‘be’n ngptiono& docknt Iw.a
not bean -ufﬁoiantly cmlotod to pmit furthor stody.

It is :uggssted that you contnct

Mr. Llonndnr L. Poyten
~ "Mining Engineer -
© U. ¥, Bureau of lﬁm"
. 180 Cex Avenus
' 4sheville, North Gcolina.

. for advice aaa uaz:tneo in wﬂy completing the zpplico.- Sl
" tiom, and that you furnish him a sample of youw' mics, preferably?” coAn A
“fanr or five. yiecos, fully trimd ami frou 1/16 to 1}‘8 hch S

Sinecrely youra. R

Lo e T e * Zavrence 0, Hok, Chle?
ST e T L onHetal14e Kinerals Diviston s

,,,,,,

CTeln ot 7 Defense Minsrals mxplcration S R
CL e SR ~ - -'-minutration - R e At
S _L.'E‘Hea.rne.mp 8/14/52 L en e e e
‘ . ‘c¢: Docket File .. ~ - YL S
' Adm; Reading File . . U A
Mr. Norton, G232, GSA Bldg. .
" Mr. Dietrich,: 3526 - Tl
7 Mee A L. Peyton
. Pield. Team, Begion V’II
Mr. Houk /
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