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. UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. - 600

Wil e 1954

Mesars. Roy und Howard Sparks
Route £
Purpaville, Nerth Carcline : ' . :
: 4 : Ner Dosket ¥o. DNA-3316 ~ Mles
Huckeye Mina ‘
' ' Yeacoy County, Yertk Carolina
Oomd lowen : ‘ ‘,
Your appliesation for aid for an exploration nrofect and
other reports avallable to us in Washington relating to ths subject
property have deen reviewed. .

Projects approved Ly the Defense Minerais Exploratice
Aduinistration wmusi, in its judgment, stow definite pranize of
Yielding matcriala of acouptabls grede in quantities that will
signifisantly improve the minorsl supply positicm for the Batiosal
Defenne Progrem, - ' :

 Carelul study of all our informatios indicates bo us
that the probebility of discloeimg sizmifisent reserves of nion
. by yowr proposed program is mot sufficisutly promising to Jwstify
Covernment parilcipation. Ve regret to advise you, upier these
circumatances, that your applicatiom fer sxploratiom aseistanos e
desied, _ :

W wisk to thank you lur your intcrast in the Defenis
Hinerals irogram snd for Lringing your property 1o cur atbenticn.

~ 3imoerely yours,

C. 0. Mittendorf " s
- Admintetmabor

IOHouk sgad 6/28/54

Copy to: Admr, H. File
Docket File :
Operating Committee
Mr. Dietrich, 3061
Ne. Larvabes, 5216
Mr, Houk o






UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR \
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 1f

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 600 i

July 1, 1954

MemorandumY

To: Administrator ' \
From: Nonmetallic Minerals Division 5y* A f
Subject: Denial of exploration assistance.

Docket No. DMEA-3316 = Mica

Roy and Howard Sparks f
Buckeye Mine ;
Yancey County, North Carolina

The application was received April 19, 1954, requesting
#8,600,0C to bulldoze 10 hours to uncover and lccate the best
place to sink a shaft, then sink a shaft 100 feet and drift 100
feet.

The Field Tecam rccommends denial of the application
because the mica is not of strategic quality. The Nonmetallic
Minerals Division concurs with the field team that the application
should be denied. The Burcau of Mines and the Geological Survey
also concur.
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

July 1, 1954 .

Memora.ndu.m/

Tc;: Nonmetallic Minerals Division
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

‘ From: Chief, Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials Branch
Subject: DMEA-3316 (mica)

Applicant: Roy and Howard Sparks

Name and Location of Property: Buckeye Mine
Yancey County, North Carolina '

Date of Field Team's Report: June 10, 1954 |

Date Rec'd. by Ceramic & Fertilizer Materials Br.: June 18, 195k

Field Team's Recommendation::
1. Denial of application.

l Comments:
1. Most of the mica obtained at subject mine is poor
in quality and is not strategic. ‘

2. No evidence is available to indicate that subject
mine would be a worthwhile producer.

‘ Recommendation:

I concur in the field team's recommendation to deny sub,ject
application on the basis that the mica is non-strategic mica,

2P Yol

W, P, Dietrich
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UNITED STATES *
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY B
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

June 17, 1954

Memorandum?”

REVIEW OF FIELD TEAM REPCRT ON APPLICATION DMEA-3316 (Mica).

To: Le G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration i
From: D. A. Brobst, U. S. Geological Survey :
Applicant: Roy and Howard Sparks, Route 2, Burnsville, N. C. !
Name of property: Buckeye Mine '
Location of property: O.l milesN, 67° W. of Boonford, Yancey Co. s
Date of field team report: June ly, 1954

Authorship of field team report: K. H. Teague, D. H. Amos, USGS,
and L, E. Shirley, USBM.
Field team's recommendation: Denial

Comments: None

ACTION RECOMMENDED: Follow field team's recormmendation.

0.0, gl

D. A. Brobst

IN REPLY REFER TO:

G-MD=CNM

NoCe

-
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UNITED STATES TR

@«ﬁme m T m e
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERJOR \;
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION JUNT 41954
ROOWASH PSSO CR: BLDq. «
KNOXVILLE 2, TENN, :
June 10, 195k
E@mmndma\/
Tos Operating Committee, DMEA = Washington

Froms Field Team, DMEA = Region VII
Subjects Field Examination Rsport, DMEA=3316, (wieca) Bucksye Mins,
‘ Yancey County, North Carcline
Transmitted herewith are fowr copies of the field |

exmmination report on the subject application,
We agree with the examiners® ccnélusion that chances;

for strategic quality mica at this mine are poor and themf@ré
recommond denial of the application,.

KRboitA-

Robert A, Laurencs
EXECUTIVE OFFICER
DMEA REGION vii

[0 Beete

Wme 4. Beck, for V. J. Lynch
U. S. Bureau of Mines ‘






UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

EXAMINATION BY FIELD TEAM, REGION VII

On

DMEA=3316, BUCKEYE MINE (mice)
Yancey County, North Carolina

By

Kefton H, Teague, and Dewey H, Amos, Geologists
Us Se Geological Survey

-3 cnco

Lawrence E, Shirley, Mining Engineer
Us 5. Bureau of Mines

June L, 1984






FIELD EXAMINATION REPORT ON

BUCKEYE MINE
DMEA=3316, (wmica)

Applicantgss Roy Sparks and Howard Sparks, Route 2, Burnsville, N, C,

Most of the mica at this mine is heavily mineral=stained and is not_of
strategic quality under the present government stockpile program, The Field
Team recommends that the request for exploration assistance be denied,

The Bucksye mine is on the southwest side of the North Toe inerg Oals
miles No 670 Wo of Boonford, Yancey County, North Carolina, ‘

The deposit was exariined on Jume l, 195h, Messrs. Roy Sparks, Howard
Sparks and Sam L, Phillips eccompanied the examiners on the inspection which
required one hour,

There ere no swrface facilities on the property. Existing works are
along a 150=foot line which trends N, 80° E, They consist of two elonsated
open cuts at the northeast end; each about 15 feet desp; a = 25° incline near
the southwest end which is ahout 30 feet deep and trends S. 20° W.3 énd a

_northwest trending adit, now largely caved, at the extreme southwest 'ends

An urpublished U. S. G. S. manuscript (auvthor unknown ) writteﬁ duwing

P

World War II gives the following descriptions

"The country rock is mica gneiss. The foliation shtrikes N, 6@0 BEo and
dips 70° SSE., in the north end of the workings, but strikes northwest and dips
359 S7, mear the south end. The rock containg many small lenses and thin
layers of pegmatite;, as well as three lerge concordant hodies that were mined
for mice, They are 10 to 12 feet thick and lie cbout 10 feu® apact,; bubt appare
ently converge to form a single large body in the southwest pert of the mine.

The pagmatite minerals are plagioclase, quartsz, misrocline, muscovit@9
vermiculite, epidote, end garret. Two types of muscovite are present, Flat
books of brown mica occur in and adjacent, to thin seams of quartz, generally
with their cleavage swrfaces parallel to the wells of the seams. The chksf
gtructural defects are ruling and warping, and some of the sheats are stained,
¥uch of this wica is intergrown with biotite and vermiculite. Light green
"redge=-A" mica fringes several large, irreguler quartz masses, The amdunt of
sheet and punch material that has been obtained from such books is negligible,t

The deposit was first warked in 1895, Sales to Colomiel Mica Gorp.,
diring World ter II consisted of 688,66 pounds of full trimmed mica worth
$35313,38 (chicfly small #2 inforior),






ALl of the mica observed by the examiners was heavily mlnemal
stained and not of strategic quality. Sales to Colonial conflrm this ob~
servation, As the wice present at the mine is largely non«strategﬁc, the
application should be denied,

June i, 195h,

K. H. Teague and Dewey H, Amos, Jeoleﬁlgts
U, S Geological Survey

Lawrence E, Shirley, Mining sngineer
U S. Bureau of Mines

2m





UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION.

/ WASHINGTON 25,D.c. 600
sl myaTess,
Sl | |
- /Meusrs! oy amd Howard §
-/ Boute 2 ' parks

/ furnsville, North Csrolina

/

//
g .
7

S L At Dooked Voo DiLA-3316 - dica

o o Backeys ving B ~
P (;\ . . - Yaneay Sowaby, Morth Carcline

" Gentlooen:

/]
, ’ Your app3iestion for acnist Y  oat
R S e enintance dn & ploring the subje
/L EPopeTly has teen ruviewsd by the Moueetallfe Minerels inisim;; f:
I .%ﬁ? Jelerse Muerals Noleratien Sdmintictration and has been
~ /feforred 46 1x. Kobert i, Laurcnes, Exvoutive fficer, BMEA Flsld
i ’%-‘t‘"“’:?.:.‘f*? u}:\; ’Q?““’ 13, Post Off1ce Buflding, Knoxville 2, .
j Aennasses, for further woaslderation snd neped s 1 »
bloa, | "} possibly s fisld examine.
/o -
/. . sle eglongl Offiee v111 eontact vou at an early ;
/ :ﬁ:imtia; 5; to be sade, Any assistance that yom may g::: i
wapbers of the field team dup: > the £4 or ' ‘
appreciated, ? during oxanination will be
' “ineersly yours,
/]

/1 o : , ‘ ‘ S
o @. O. Mittendorf K #{,\7’

 adnindntrator

¥iAndereonsgad -5/13/54

Copy to: Admr, R, File

i Docke iile:

A Field Team, Region VII

! Operating Committee

i Mr./ Dietrich, 3061 |
/o Mr. Larrabes, (~232 GSA Rldg.
i Mr. Houk ‘






~ UNITED STATES .
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
: DEI_-'ENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

Knoxville 2, Tenmesaes

WASHINGTON 25,D.C. ~  $00
~ MAY 171954
‘ ) . ' " ’ i. o
He. Robert i, Luuremos - Subject: Docket Wo. DMEA-3316.= BEoa oo
ixacutive ufficer, DMkA | Roy and Howard Spavks ‘ '
Fleld Team, jegiom VIT Puckeys ‘ine o |
Room 13, Post Office Blig. ~ Yonccy County, fNorth Carolina

Deaxr ¥y, iaurence:

Please review the .mbjeet application and arrange %
a fleld exawination if youw deem it nocessary, o

Coples of mamorenda from the Goolopical Swrvey ﬁutmi'{
dpril 22, 1954, and from the Bureaun of Mines, dated m"”z, 3554,
are enclosed for your informstion, ‘

Sincerely yours,

George C, Selfridge |
Chairsan, (perating Ccﬁmittao/ w
Approvad: |

J. H. Hedges E )
Hewboxr, Bureau of Mines

Fhilip w. Guila ' - L R |
Member, Geolopical Survey 645) o | | ‘

Enclosures 4 '
WCAnderson:gad 5/13/54
Docket File -
Operating Committes
Mr. Dietrich, 3061
Mr. Larrabee, G-232 GSA Bldg.

Mr. Houk
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UNITED STATES L
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR <ol ki |

BUREAU OF MINES ‘
WASHINGTON 25,D.C.

May 7, 1954
v

Memorandum

To: Nonmetallic Minerals Division
.Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

From: " Chief, Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials Branch
Subject: DMEA-3316

Applicant: Roy and Howard Sparks : ‘
Neme and Location of Property: Buckeye Mine ’
Yancey County, North Carollna

Date Application Rec'd. by Ceramic & Fert. Materials Br.: Aéril 21, 1954

Comments:
1. No data availsble on subject mine.

2. Costs are estimated on a unit-cost basis and in
accordance with local practice.

3. Proposed exploration plan appears to be a loglcal
method for exploration.

j
L

4k, Total estimated costs - $8,600.

Recommendation:

It is suggested the field team visit this mine to ascertain
if an exploration project is justified.

s M(/{

W. F. Dietrich






. . ‘ IN REPLY REFER TO:
@ G-MD-CNM

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR l;

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY '
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

v
-
l

e

Aprll 22, l95h

MemorandumJ

REVIEW OF APPLICATION DMEA-3316 (mlca) }
To: L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Admlnlstratlon
From: D. M, Larrabee, U. S. Geological Survey '
Applicant's name and address: Roy Sparks and Howard Sparks,

Route 2, Burnsville, North Carolina. |
Name of property: Buckeye Mine.

Location of property: £ mile W. of Booneford, N. C.
Summary of applicant's proposals:

10 hrs. bulldozing 2
100! shaft |
100! drift

Sources of information on applicant'!s property:

No report at hand.
Colonial data indicate:

688.66 1bs. for $3,313.38 f
chiefly small F.T., #2 inf. ‘

Comments: None,

" RECOMMENDATION:

Refer to Field Team for examination if required,

D. M, rrabee

-
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Befense Rlforals Aministraliza
RECEIVED

MAY 5= 1854

Route 2
Burnsville, North Carolina |
May 3, 1954 |
|
.
Mr. Lawrence G. Houk, Chief "™ ,
Nonmetallic Minerals Division ;
U. S. Department of the Interior ?
DMEA, Washington 25, D. C. Re: Docket No. DMEA-3316 Mica
Buckeye Mine ‘

Dear Mr, Houk: ‘
In reply to your letter of April 27, 1954 in which ygu
state that the Government is limited to 75% of the apnroved
costs on exploration assistance loans, I wish to state that tQis
is satisfactory and I will pay the necessary 25% participation
rate, ‘
|

Very truly yours, 1
Roy and Howard Sparks L
By Roy Sparks, Partner |






~ UNITED STATES
- DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION |
_ WASHINGTON 25, D.C. - 600

CHPR 27 iath -

Messrs. Roy and Hovard Sperks
Rowte 2 R
Surnaville, Worth Caroline

Be: Docket No. DMEA-3316 = mai““
' \mmw,mm

Gontlemen: _
Bsferonce is mads to your spplieatiom for explovatiom

sssistance for mios in vhieh 1t is staisd thet the appifesat will :,
mummmwwum, o : :

Qu Mareh 19, 1984, DMEA Ordex-l, Amended, becams effestive
and oontiwwes the limiting of Goversmeant participaties inm the sase
of miss to 7§ parceat aof the approved eosts. This limitation bessms
offeative an November 3, 1953, by Amendment Ko. 3 to DMEA Grder—i. .
Inasmmeh a8 your application uas reseived after November 3, 1953,
Please advise this offise ia uritisg if you desire to bave your
applimation procosscd under the new Goversmemt participation yate,
The prosessing of your applisstion vill be deferred watil reseipt of

your reply. ’ losed '
A ospy of the Mareh 23, 1954, releess is em o o
sxnuw' yours,
WE ‘«;‘; Z , 51? ’ .
lavrewss G, Houk, Chief '
Noumstallie Minerais Divistom
Enelosurs -

WoAnderson:ged 4/26/54
.Copy %01 Admr. R, File
Docket Files '
Pield Team, Regiom VII
Mr. Dietrich, 3061 .
. M. I‘mm’ MBQ GsSA Bld-"o
~ Mr, Houk ‘ - '
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Yessrs. Roy & Howard Sparks Re: DEBA-3316

Route 2 - Bxploration Assistance
Burnsville, N. Ce Buckeye Hine “
Gentlenens

The receipt of your application dated‘ (undated)
for exploration assistance under the Defense Production Act of 19503
as amended, is hereby acknowledged.

Your application has been assigned Docket Numbér DﬂEA~331$
and referred to the yon-ifetallic liinerals Division. |

Kindly refer to DiEL-3316 in any future correspondence

relating to your application,

Sincerely yours,

Rotert E. Adsme
Chief, Opurationt's Gontrol
and Statistics Division

44994

‘Intefior—Dupiicating Section, Washington, D. C.






(Revied Aneil 1052) UNlTEgTATES DEPARTMENT OF THE II\QRIOR' ‘ Eg:,’;eﬁggggggdm 42-R1085.2.
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

Not to be ﬁlled n by applwcmt

APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN e e
EXPLORATION PROJECT, PURSUANT TO iy
DMEA ORDER 1, UNDER THE DEFENSE | Metal or Mineral . ALAC S

PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED Estimated Cost ____fa“i/..ém _________________

Participation (Government %) ...l ...

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Name of applicant.—(a) State here your full legal name, in the form in which you will wish to contract, and your
Roy Sparks and Howard Sparks of Route 2, Burnsville, N, C.

mailing address:

oy

(b) If other than an individual, add to your name above whether a corporation, partnership, etc., and the name of the State
in which incorporated or otherwise organized. .

"(¢) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names and addresses of officers.

(d) If a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners.

2. General—Read DMEA Order 1, “Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects,” before completing this application.
Submit this application and all accompanying papers in quadruplicate (four copies), with your name and address on each
sheet of the application and on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required
information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers:by number.
Comply with all applicable instructions; or, if not-applicable, so state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration
Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest field executive officer thereof.

3. Applicant’s property rights—(a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all
land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and excluding any land or interest in land which is
not to be included in the exploration project contract This is _lease property (lease is attached in

3.(d) helow.)

(b) State any mine name by which the property is known. Buckeye Mine. ;
(c) State your interest in the land, whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or otherwise Lessee

(d) If you are not the owner, submlt with this application a copy of the lease, contract, or other document under which
you control the property, i

(e) If you own the land, describe any liens or encumbrances on it Not owner

(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the description above, the book and page numbers for each recorded
location notice. : :

4. Physical description.—(a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being
conducted upon the land, including existing mine workings and production facilities. State your interest, if any, in such
operations. Also describe accessibility of mine workings for examination purposes. i

(b) State past and current production, and ore reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades. :

(¢) Describe the geologic features of the property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, etc.), and your
reasons for wishing to explore. Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, indicating on each
whether you require its return to you.

(d) State the facts w1th respect to the accessibility of the project: Access roads, distances to shipping, supply and residence
points,

(e) State the availability of manpower, matenals, supplies, equlpment water, and power, o 16—66851-1






5. The exploration project.—(a)gte the mineral or minerals for which you wisl to explore

(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if needed)
of any present mine workings, and the location of the proposed exploration work as related to such features as contacts,
veins, ore-bearing beds, etc. : :

(¢) The work will start within ___..._____. days and be completed within _.._........ months from the date of an exploration
project contract.

(d) State the operating experience and background of the applicant with relation to the ability to carry out such explo-
ration project, and also that of the person or persons who will supervise the operations.

6. Estimate of costs.—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you will have to use a separate sheet),
under the following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project:

(¢) Independent contracts.— (Note.—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write “none”
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work in subsequent
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard
of material moved, etc.).

(b) Labor, supefrmswn, consultants—Include an itemized schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees
for necessary labor, supervision and engineering and geological consultants.

(¢c) Operating materials and supplies—Furnish an itemized list, including items of equipment costing less than $50 each,
and power, water and fuel.

(d) Operating equipment.—Furnish an itemized list of any operating equipment to be rented, purchased, or which is owned
and will be furnished by the Operator, with the estlmated rental, purchase price, or suggested use-allowance based on present
value, as the case may be.

(e) Rehabilitation and repairs.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary initial rehabilitation or repairs
of existing buildings, installations, fixtures, and movable operating equipment, now owned by the Operator and which will be
devoted to the exploration project.

(f) New buildings, improvements, installations.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary bulldmgs, fixed
improvements, or installations to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project.

(9) Miscellaneous.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not
including initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator’s equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmen’s compensation
and employers’ liability insurance, and payroll taxes.

(h) Contingencies.—Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for cont1ngenc1es not included in the costs stated above.

Note.—No items of general overhead, corporate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or any

other indirect costs, or work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be included in the
estimate of costs.

7. (a) Are you prepared to furnish your share of the cost of the proposed project in accordance with the regulations on
Government participation (Sec. 7, DMEA No. 1)?

(b) How do you propose tc furnish your share of the costs? » -

D Money I:J Use of equipment owned by you I:I Other

Explain in detail on acompanying paper.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf and acting for
the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best
of his knowledge and belief.

Dated oo - -, 195

Title 18, U.\S. Code.(Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a willfully false statement or representation l'ovqny depart-
ment or agency of the United States as to any matter withip its jurisdiction.

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICK 16—66551-1
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1.

2

3e

4,

Se

(a)

(v)

(a)
(v)
(e)
(d)
(o)
(£)
()
(v)
(e)
(4)
(e)
(a)

(b)

(e}

(a)

Roy Sparks and Howard Sparké of Route 2, Bumnsville, N, C.
Partnership.

No Answer _ S B ]

This is lease property (Lease is attached in é (d) bvelow.)
Buckeye lMine. %
Lessee

Leese is attached as Exhibit A.

Not ownere

Land is held by Landldérd, ~ No land patents involved.

Physical works set forth on map attached as Exhibit B.. ,
This mine has been worked quite a bit. It was wa ked before Colonlal days.
There has been a lot of goed mice taken frem this mlne.'

I, Roy Sparks helped work this mine the last time it was worked . Wé ceased
operatlon because we ran out of money to operate the mine efflclent. o

This mine is located onthe property of Mr. & Mrs., Howard Sparks, about L/4
mile West of Booneford, N. C.
There is ample experience manpower available. Electrlcty is within 160 yds,
No difficulty is contemplated 1n obtalnlng equipment and supplles. o
It is anticipated that the pegmatite contains additional quantltles of green
mica of stockpile grade. L R
It is proposed to bulldoze 10 hours to uncover and locate the best place to
sink a shaft., Then it is proposed to sink & shaft 100 feet deep eand drift
100 feet,

The work will be started as soon as the conmtract is approved by the 'Gover nment.

and the work should concluds within 6 months,.

Attached as Exhibit C. ;






6e Estimate of Cps#s. ‘
(a)/ Independent Contracts-None.
(b through h) '
(1) Bulldozing 1Ohrs, @§10.00
(2) Sink Shaft 100 ft. @§50.00
(3) Drifting 100 ft. @$35.00._”

‘ To?al

7. (a) Applicent will pay in money 10% required by regulation.

£100,00
500000

3500400

$8600,00






MINING LEASE |

State of North Carolina Yancey . , | (‘ount}.’:_
This indenture made this_14 day of April ;: 1958, 4

between__Boward Sparks and wife Kate Sparks f

of Yancoy County and State of North Carolina as party of the first part and known

as lessor8_, and Roy Sparks and Howard Sparks

of _ Yencey County and State of North Carolina, party of the second part and known

as lessee.

WITNESSETH, That the parfieSof the first part in consideration of One Dollar in hand received and hereby acknowl-
edged by the lessor_8, and in consideration of the agreements hereinafter contained, on the part of the party of the second
part to be performed, hereby bargains, leases and grants to the party of the second part, and his heirs and assigns, for the
period of five years from the date of this agreement the following descnbed real property, for mining purposes 1n the County
and State first above written to wit:

BuGINNING gt the center of the Buckeye Mine running 250 fi, North; thence 500 ft Eastg
thence 500 ft. South; thence 500 ft. West; thence 250 ft. North to the beginning.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said lands to him, for mining purposes, the said lessee and his heirs and ‘assigns for the
aforesaid period of five years in compliance with the condition of this instrument, for the purpose and with the right to dig,
quarry, search, explore for, obtain, and remove any kind of minerals, metals or fossils, and particularly mica, and to conduct
the same to any extent the said party of the second part, the lessee, may desire. And it is hereby agreed between the parties
to this agreement that the party of the second part is to have the use of any unoccupied buildings on said lands for mining
purposes, and that he shall have the right to erect such buildings as he needs to carry on such mining operatms during the

. period of this lease, and that the party of the second part shall keep the same in as good condition as when received, unavoid-

able accidents excepted. And it is also agreed by the party of the second part that no unnecessary damage is to be done to
the lands herein leased during the period of this lease and the continuance of said lease, but the said party of the second part
shall have the right to take from said lands leased to the party of the second part any wood or timber the party of the second
part may need to carry on said mining operations or which may be needed to carry on the addition to existing buildings or
to erect new buildings or sheds on said lands. (Timber of high or special market value is excepted and shall not be used by
the lessee.) And it is hereby agreed that the party of the second part, the lessee, is to have right-of-way of ingress and egress
to said mines or land upon which exploration is being conducted. \

AND IT IS FURTHER AGREED That the party of the second part, the lessee hereby agrees to pay to the said part__. of

the first part, or his or their heirs or assigns, a rental royalty of l/ 8

on the minerals taken and sold from said mines which shall be for the use of the said lands for the aforesaid;period of five
years. The said amounts shall be payable on the computation of selling bills on the tenth day of each month covering sales
made during the previous month. Any minerals other than those set forth above which may be taken and sold shall be paid
for and at the usual royalty rate of the minerals taken.

AND IT IS FURTHER AGREED That the lessee, the party of the second part, his heirs or assigns, shall have the option
to renew this lease and to extend the period of its running for an additional five years from the date of its present termination.
The option shall be exercised by giving formal written notice to the party of the first part or by the continuation of any mining
operations then being conducted. The lessor__ reserve the right to use the land, or convey the same not conflicting with this
lease, but under any conveyance the terms of this lease must be recognized by the grantee, purchaser, or assigns thereof. And
it is agreed that the lessee may assign this mining lease or any part thereof and that he may sublease.

AND IT IS FURTHER AGREED That the lessee, the party of the second part, his heirs or assigns, is hereby given an
option to purchase all the right, title and interest, legal and equitable to and in the real estate described and set forth in this

lease for a total purchase price of , said purchase price to be paid in full within three years'from the date
of this instrument and it is agreed that-all rental royalties paid to the party of the first part shall apply toward and be a
part of the total purchase price above set forth, and that at such time that the total purchase price is paid in the form of roy-
alties or a lump sum payment or a combination of both, the party of the first part will execute a special warranty deed to
the party of the second part and that a tender of the remaining purchase price at any time within the next three years shall
entitle the party of the second part to specific performance of this option contract. ;

BUT IT IS EXPRESSLY AGREED That unless mineral or fossil material of practical value for mining purposes shall be
found within a period of two years from the date of this instrument, the lease may be terminated by the lessee at any time
thereafter on thirty days notice to the lessor__. The lessee agrees that during the period of this lease or the continuance of
this lease work in said mines or exploration for new mines within the area leased shall not cease longer than nmety days at any
one time, unavoidable accidents excepted.

WITNESS our hands and seals the day and year first above written. 1

@;
Witness: ’ o LMM (Seal)

Subscribed & sworn to before me this 14 day of ‘
April, 1954, /&é

/8/ Kenneth R. MecKinney

(Seal)

(Seal)






MF-203 . : .

(Revised July 1, 1953) OWNER'S CONSENT TO LIEN f

WHEREAS, the undersigned, as owner, co-owner, lessor, or seller has an interest iﬁ certain

property in the State of _ North Cer olina , County of Yancey , deséribed as

!
follows:1l/ _ o i = RS

k) t

FEGINNING at the center of the Buckeye Mine running 250 ft. Norths thence 500 ft. Bast;
‘ T i \

thence 500 ft. South; thence 500 ft, West; thence 250 ft. North to the begini‘ding.

L
which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter called the "oontract"
between the United States of Amerlca, hereinafter called the "Government", and

: |
2/__Roy Sperks and Howard Sper ks of Route 2, Burnsville, N. C, doing business as

The_Buckeye Mining Co. :

hereinafter called the “Operator"; and

WHEREAS, under the provisions of said contract the Government is entitled to a pkrcentage
royalty on production (as set forth on the reverse side hereof) and to other rights and equities
which do or may conflict with or be adverse to the rights of the undersigned: :

: \

NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in consideration of said contract and as an 1hducement
to the Government to enter into same, undertakes and agrees as follows: j

1. The Government's equity in and right to dismantle, sever, take possessioé of, and
remove and dispose of facilities, buildings, fixtures, equipment, or other items as prpvided in
the contract, or any amendment thereof, shall prevail over and be prior and superior to, any con-
flicting or adverse rights of the undersigned, and the Government is authorized to enter upon the
land for such purposes.

2. To secure the payment to the Government of the percentage royalty on production3/
provided for under the terms of said exploration project contract, or any amendment thereof, there
is hereby granted to the Government a lien upon the land above referred to and upon any production
of minerals therefrom, until said royalty is fully paid or ten years have elapsed from the date of
the contract, whichever occurs first. 1

3. The undersigned shall commit no act nor assert any claim that may contravene or con-
flict with the lien, claim, or rights of the Government under the provisions of sald‘oontract

This agreement shall be binding upon the heirs, executors, administrators, successors, and assigns
of the undersigned.

4. Changes and added provisions i

, 1lo5__4

Dated this 14 day of April

[Seal]

< )Q//{{D W [sea1]

[Seal]

1/ Either (a) insert the legal description of the land, or (b) strike out the words ”as follows"

and insert "in a lease [or contract, deed,or other document] dated 1 , and
recorded in book page _ official records of said county." If (b) is used,
the book and page of recordation cannot be dispensed with. If the space provided is insuf-

ficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space. ;
| 2/ Insert the name of the Operator as it will appear in the exploration project contractf
3/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence of production there is

no obligation to repay the Government.






RELEVANT CONTRACT PROVISIONS

Repayment by Operator.--a. Certification.--If at any time the Government considers that
a discovery or development from which production may be made has resulted from the exploration
work, the Government, at any time not later than six months after the Operator has rendered the
final report and final account, may so certify in writing to the Operator. Such certification
shall describe broadly or indicate the nature of the discovery or development.

b. Percentage royalty.--The Operator, or his successor in interest, shall pay to the
Government a royalty on all minerals mined or produced from the land described in Article 2,--(1)
rega}dless of any certification of discovery or developiment, from the date of the contract until
the lapse of the time within which the Government may make such certification of discovery or
development, or until the total net amount contributed by the Government, without interest, is
fully repaid, whichever occurs first, unless the Government waives its right to a royalty; or (2)
if the Government makes a certification of discovery or development, for a period of ten years
(or other period fixed by the contract) from the date of the contract, or until the total net
amount contributed by the Government, without interest, is fully repaid, whichever occurs first.
Said royalty shall be a percentage of the net smelter returns, the net concentrator returns, or
other net amounts realized from the sale or other disposition of any such production (including any
bonuses), in whatever form disposed of, including ore, concentrates, or metal, as follows:

(a) One and one-half (1) per cent of any such net amounts not in excess of eight dollars
($8.00) per ton. )

(b) One and one-half (1}) per cent of any such net amounts, plus one-half (%) per cent
of such net amounts for each additional full fifty cents ($0.50) by which such net amounts
exceed eight dollars ($8.00) per ton, but not in excess of five (5) per cent of such net
amounts.

(For instance: the percentage royalty on a net amount of five dollars ($5.00) per ton,
would be one and one-half (1) per cent; on a net amount of ten dollars ($10.00) per ton,
three and one-half (3%) per cent.)

¢. Definitions.--As here used, "net smelter returns", "net concentrator returns", and
"other net amounts realized from the sale or other disposition", mean gross revenue from sales;
or if not sold, the market value of the material after it is mined in the form in which and the
place where it is held. In the case of integrated operations in which the material is not disposed
of as such, these terms mean what is or would be gross income from mining operations for percentage
depletion purposes in income tax determination.

d. Lien for Payment.--To secure the payment of its percentage royalty, the Government
shall have and is hereby granted a lien upon the land described in Article 2 and upon any pro-
duction of minerals therefrom, until the royalty claim is extinguished by lapse of time or is fully
paid.

e. Notice to Purchasers.--The Operator shall notify any purchaser of the production of
the Government's royalty interest, and shall authorize and direct the purchaser to pay the royalty
directly to the Government and to furnish the Government with copies of the settlement sheets; but
failure or refusal by the purchaser to comply shall not relieve the Operator of liability to pay

any royalty falling due.

f. No Obligation to Produce.--This article is not to be construed as imposing any obli-

gation on the Operator or the Operator's successor in interest to engage in any mining or production
operations.

Interior--Duplicating Section, Washington, D. C. ' 56411






MF-203 ’ T ‘ .

(Revised July 1, 1953) OWNER'S CONSENT TO LIEN

WHEREAS, the undersigned, as owner, co-owner, lessor, or seller has an interest in certain

property in the State of North Car oli , County of Yancey . deécribed as

4

follows:1/ . : o : . .& ) .

, . - B . . . [y «

BEGINNING at the cemter of the Buckeye Mine running 50 ft. North; thence 500 ft, East

thence 500 ft. Souths thence 500 ft, West: thence 250 ft. North to the be in}xin

|
)
i

which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter called the "c¢ontract",
between the United States of America, hereinafter called the "Government", and

2/___Roy Sparks

The Buckeye llining Co,.

hereinafter called the "Operator"; and

WHEREAS, under the provisions of said contract the Government is entitled to a percentage
royalty on production (as set forth on the reverse side hereof) and to other rights and equities
which do or may conflict with or be adverse to the rights of the undersigned:

NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in consideration of said contract and as an inducement
to the Government to enter into same, undertakes and agrees as follows:

l. The Government's equity in and right to dismantle, sever, take possession of, and
remove and dispose of facilities, buildings, fixtures, equipment, or other items as provided in
the contract, or any amendment thereof, shall prevail over and be prior and superior to any con-
flicting or adverse rights of the undersigned, and the Government is authorized to enter upon the
land for such purposes.

2. To secure the payment to the Government of the percentage royalty on production3/
provided for under the terms of said exploration project contract, or any amendment thereof, there
is hereby granted to the Government a lien upon the land above referred to and upon any production
of minerals therefrom, until said royalty is fully paid or ten years have elapsed from the date of
the contract, whichever occurs first.

3. The undersigned shall commit no act nor assert any claim that may contravene or con-
flict with the lien, claim, or rights of the Government under the provisions of said contract.

This agreement shall be binding upon the heirs, executors, administrators, successors, and assigns
of the undersigned.

4. Changes and added provisions

Dated this __14  day of April , 195_4 . ‘
\
W W [seal] |
U&é M Seal |
Z [sea1]

[Seal]

1/ Either (a) insert the legal description of the land, or (b) strike out the words "aé follows"
and insert "in a lease [or contract, deed,or other document] dated ; , and
recorded in book page official records of said county." If (b) is used,
the book and page of recordation cannot be dispensed with. If the space provided 'is insuf-
ficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space.

2/ Insert the name of the Operator as it will appear in the exploration project contract

3/ Mining or production ‘from the land is not required, and in the absence of production there is
no obligation to repay the Government, ‘






Repayment by Operator.--a. Certification.-~If at any time the Government considers that
a discovery or development from which production may be made has resulted from the exploration
work, the Government, at any time not later than six months after the Operator has rendered the
final report and final account, may so certify in writing to the Operator. Such certification

shall describe broadly or indicate the nature of the discovery or development.

RELEVANT CONTRACT PROVISIONS

b. Percentage royalty.--The Operator, or his successor in interest, shall pay to the
Government a royalty on all minerals mined or produced from the land described in Article 2,--(1)
regardless of any certification -of discovery or development, from the date of the contract until
the lapse of the time within which the Government may make such certification of discovery or
development, or until the total net amount contributed by the Government, without interest, is
fully repaid, whichever occurs first, unless the Government waives its right to a royalty; or (2)
if the Government makes a certification of discovery or development, for a period of ten years
(or other period fixed by the contract) from the date of the contract, or until the total net
amount contributed by the Government, without interest, is fully repaid, whichever occurs first.
Said royalty shall be a percentage of the net smelter returns, the net concentrator returns, or
other net amounts realized from the sale or other disposition of any such production (including any
bonuses), in whatever form disposed of, including ore, concentrates, or metal, as follows:

{a) One and one-half (1}) per cent of any such net amounts not in excess of eight dollars
($8.00) per ton.

(b) One and one-half (1}) per cent of any such net amounts, plus one-half (%) per cent
of such net amounts for each additional full fifty cents ($0.50) by which such net amounts
exceed eight dollars ($8.00) per ton, but not in excess of five (5) per cent of such net
amounts.

(For instance: the percentage royalty on a net amount of five dollars ($5.00) per ton,
would be one and one-half (1}) per cent; on a net amount of ten dollars ($10.00) per ton,
three and one-half (3%) per cent.)

c. Definitions.-—As here used, "net smelter returns", "net concentrator returns", and
"other net amounis realized from the sale or other disposition", mean gross revenue from sales;
or if not sold, the market value of the material after it is mined in the form in which and the
place where it is held. In the case of integrated operations in which the material is not disposed
of as such, these terms mean what is or would be gross income from mining operations for percentage
depletion purposes in income tax determination.

d. Lien for Payment.--To secure the payment of its percentage royalty, the Government
shall have and is hereby granted a lien upon the land described in Article 2 and upon any pro-
duction of minerals therefrom, until the royalty claim is extinguished by lapse of time or is fully
paid.

e. Notice to Purchasers.--The Operator shall notify any purchaser of the production of
the Government's royalty interest, and shall authorize and direct the purchaser to pay the royalty
directly to the Government and to furnish the Government with copies of the settlement sheets; but
failure or refusal by the purchaser to comply shall not relieve the Operator of liability to pay
any royalty falling due. '

f. No_Obligation to Produce.-~This article is not to be construed as imposing any obli-
gation on the Operator or the Operator's successor in interest to engage in any mining or production
operations.

Interior--Duplicating Section, Washington, D. C. 56411





MF-203 : . . ;
(Revised July 1, 1953) OWNER'S CONSENT TO LIEN V

WHEREAS, the undersigned, as owner, co—-owner, lessor, or seller has an interest in certain

property in the State of : i 013 , County of Yancey , described as

follows:l/

L . . . i“
+

BEGINNING at the center of the Buckeye Mine runnlng 250 ft. Norﬁh thence 500 ft. East;

thence 500 ft. Souths thence 500 ft,. West thence 250 ft. North to the beglnnlng.

which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter called the "contract",
between the United States of America, hereinafter called the "Government", and

x~1 <

2/__Roy Sparks and Howard Sparks of Route 2, Burnsville, N, C. doing business as

The Buckeve Mining Co.

hereinafter called the "Operator"; and

WHEREAS, under the provisions of said contract the Government is entitled to a3percentage
royalty on production (as set forth on the reverse side hereof) and to other rights anb equities
which do or may conflict with or be adverse to the rights of the undersigned:

NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in consideration of said contract and as an inducement
to the Government to enter into same, undertakes and agrees as follows:

1. The Government's equity in and right to dismantle, sever, take possession of, and
remove and dispose of facilities, buildings, fixtures, equipment, or other items as pfovided in
the contract, or any amendment thereof, shall prevail over and be prior and superior to any con-
flicting or adverse rights of the undersigned, and the Government is authorized to ente& upon the
land for such purposes. ‘

2. To secure the payment to the Government of the percentage royalty on production3/
provided for under the terms of said exploration project contract, or any amendment thereof, there
is hereby granted to the Government a lien upon the land above referred to and upon any production
of minerals therefrom, until said royalty is fully paid or ten years have elapsed from the date of
the contract, whichever occurs first.

3. The undersigned shall commit no act nor assert any claim that may contravene or con-
flict with 'the lien, claim, or rights of the Government under the provisions of said contract.

This agreement shall be binding upon the heirs, executors, administrators, successors, and assigns
of the undersigned.

4. Changes and added provisions

Dated this 14 day of April , 1905_4.

S 'W M [sea1]
AM W [sea1]

[sea1] v
l/ Either (a) insert the legal description of the land, or (b) strike out the words "as follows"
and insert "in a lease [or contract, deed,or other document] dated “ , and
recorded in book page _ official records of said county." 1If (b) is used,

the book and page of recordation cannot be dispensed with. If the space prov1deq‘1s insuf-

ficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space. W

2/ Insert the name of the Operator as it will appear in the exploration project contrac?
3/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence of productlﬁn there is
no obligation to repay the Government,






. RELEVANT CONTRACT PROVISIONS .

Repayment by Operator.--a. Certification.--If at any time the Government considers that
a discovery or development from which producticn may be made has resulted from the exploration
work, the Government, at any time not later than six months after the Operator has rendered the
final report and final account, may so certify in writing to the Operator. Such certification
shall describe broadly or indicate the nature of the discovery or development.

b. Percentage royalty.--The Operator, or his successor in interest, shall pay to the
Government a royalty on all minerals mined or produced from the land described in Article 2,—-(1)
regafdless of any certification of discovery or development, from the date of thé contract wuntil
the lapse of the time within which the Government may make such certification of discovery or
development, or until the total net amount contributed by the Government, without interest, is
fully repaid, whichever occurs first, unless the Government waives its right to a royalty; or (2)
if the Government makes a certification of discovery or development, for a period of ten years
(or other period fixed by the contract) from the date of the contract, or until the total net
amount contributed by the Government, without interest, is fully repaid, whichever occurs first.
Said royalty shall be a percentage of the net smelter returns, the net concentrator returns, or
other net amounts realized from the sale or other disposition of any such production (including any
bonuses), in whatever form disposed of, including ore, concentrates, or metal, as follows:

(a) One and one-half (1}) per cent of any such net amounts not in excess of eight dollars
($8.00) per ton. )

(b) One and one-half (1%) per cent of any such net amounts, plus one-half (%) per cent
of such net amounts for each additional full fifty cents ($0.50) by which such net amounts
exceed eight dollars ($8.00) per ton, but not in excess of five (5) per cent of such net
amounts.

(For instance: the percentage royalty on a net amount of five dollars ($5.00) per ton,
would be one and one-half (1}) per cent; on a net amount of ten dollars ($10.00) per ton,
three and one-half (3%) per cent.)

¢. Definitions.—--As here used, "net smelter returns", '"net concentrator returns”, and
"other net amounts realized from the sale or other disposition", mean gross revenue from sales;
or if not sold, the market value of the material after it is mined in the form in which and the
place where it is held. 1In the case of integrated operations in which the material is not disposed
of as such, these terms mean what is or would be gross income from mining operations for percentage
depletion purposes in income tax determination.

d. Lien for Payment.--To secure the payment of its percentage royalty, the Government
shall have and is hereby granted a lien upon the land described in Article 2 and upon any pro-
duction of minerals therefrom, until the royalty claim is extinguished by lapse of time or is fully
paid.

e. Notice to Purchasers.--The Operator shall notify any purchaser of the production of
the Government's royalty interest, and shall authorize and direct the purchaser to pay the royalty
directly to the Government and to furnish the Government with copies of the settlement sheets; but
failure or refusal by the purchaser to comply shall not relieve the Operator of liability to pay

any royalty falling due.

f. No Obligation to Produce.--This article is not to be construed as imposing any obli-

gation on the Operator or the Operator’'s successor in interest to engage in any mining or production
operations.

Interior--Duplicating Section, Washington, D. C. ’ 56411
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F-203 . . ;;

(Revised July 1, 1953) OWNER'S CONSENT TO LIEN i
|

WHEREAS, the undersigned, as owner, co-owner, lessor, or seller has an interest in certain

property in the State of North Cer oline , County of __yancey , described as

U
b A\

follows:1l/ _ o : , ' S

’

BEGINNING gt the center of the Buckeye Mine ruming 250 ft, North; thence 500 ft. East;

thence 500 ft, Souths thence 500 ft. West3 thence 250 ft. North to the beginning,
|

which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter called the "contract"
between the Unlted States of Amerlca, herelnafter called the "Government" and X

2/___Roy Sparks and Howard Sparks of R
i
The Budkeye Mining Coe. )

hereinafter called the "Operator"; and

WHEREAS, under the provisions of said contract the Government is entitled to a'percentage
royalty on production (as set forth on the reverse side hereof) and to other rights and equities
which do or may conflict with or be adverse to the rights of the undersigned: ‘

P

NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned, in consideration of said contract and as an%inducement
to the Government to enter into same, undertakes and agrees as follows:

1. The Government's equity in and right to dismantle, sever, take possession of, and
remove and dispose of facilities, buildings, fixtures, equipment, or other items as p&ovided in
the contract, or any amendment thereof, shall prevail over and be prior and superior to any con-
flicting or adverse rights of the undersigned, and the Government is authorized to enter upon the
land for such purposes. é

!
I

2. To secure the payment to the Government of the percentage royalty on pfoductioné/
provided for under the terms of said exploration project contract, or any amendment thereof, there
is hereby granted to the Government a lien upon the land above referred to and upon anyfproduction
of minerals therefrom, until said royalty is fully paid or ten years have elapsed from the date of
the contract, whichever occurs first.

3. The undersigned shall commit no act nor assert any claim that may contravéne or con-
flict with the lien, claim, or rights of the Government under the provisions of sai% contract.
This agreement shall be binding upon the heirs, executors, administrators, successors, and assigns

of the undersigned.

4. Changes and added provisions

, 195_ 4,

[Seal]

[sea1]

Dated this __ 14 day of April

[Seal] 1

1/ Either (a) insert the legal description of the land, or (b) strike out the words "as follows"

and insert "in a lease [or contract, deed,or other document] dated ‘ , and
recorded in book page _ official records of said county." If (bP is used,
the book and page of recordation cannot be dispensed with. If the space provided, is insuf-

|
ficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space. !

2/ Insert the name of the Operator as it will appear in the exploration project contract

3/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence of productlon there is
no obligation to repay the Government.

e e






- . ~

. RELEVANT CONTRACT PROVISIONS .

Repayment by Operator.--a. Certification.--If at any time the Government considers that
a discovery or development from which production may be made has resulted from the exploration
work, the Government, at any time not later than six months after the Operator has.rendered the
final report and final account, may so certify in writing to the Operator. Such certification
shall describe broadly or indicate the nature of the discovery or development.

b. Percentage royalty.--The Operator, or his successor in interest, shall pay to the
Government a royalty on all minerals mined or produced from the land described in Article 2,--(1)
regardless of any certification ¢f discovery or development, from the date of the contract until
the lapse of the time within which the Government may make such certification of discovery or
development, or until the total net amount contributed by the Government, without interest, is
fully repaid, whichever occurs first, unless the Government waives its right to a royalty; or (2)
if the Government makes a certification of discovery or development, for a period of ten years
(or other period fixed by the contract) from the date of the contract, or until the total net
amount contributed by the Government, without interest, is fully repaid, whichever occurs first.
Said royalty shall be a percentage of the net smelter returns, the net concentrator returns, or
other net amounts realized from the sale or other disposition of any such production (including any
bonuses), in whatever form disposed of, including ore, concentrates{ or metal, as follows:

(a) One and one-half (14) per cent of any such net amounts not in excess of eight dollars
($8.00) per ton.

(b) One and one-half (14) per cent of any such net amounts, plus one-half (4) per cent
of such net amounts for each additional full fifty cents ($0.50) by which such net amounts
exceed eight dollars ($8.00) per ton, but not in excess of five (5) per cent of such net
amounts.

(For instance: the percentage royalty on a net amount of five dollars ($5.00) per ton,
would be one and one-half (1%) per cent; on a net amount of ten dollars ($10.00) per ton,
three and one-half (34) per cent.)

c. Definitions.-—-As here used, "net smelter returns", "net concentrator returns", and
"other net amounts realized from the sale or other disposition'", mean gross revenue from sales;
or if not sold, the market value of the material after it is mined in the form in which and the
place where it is held. 1In the case of integrated operations in which the material is not disposed
of as such, these terms mean what is or would be gross income from mining operations for percentage
depletion purposes in income tax determination.

d. Lien for Payment.--To secure the payment of its percentage royalty, the Government
shall have and is hereby granted a lien upon the land described in Article 2 and upon any pro-
duction of minerals therefrom, until the royalty claim is extinguished by lapse of time or is fully
paid.

e. Notice to Purchasers.--The Operator shall notify any purchaser of the production of
the Government's royalty interest, and shall authorize and direct the purchaser to pay the royalty
directly to the Government and to furnish the Government with copies of the settlement sheets; but
failure or refusal by the purchaser to comply shall not relieve the Operator of liability to pay
any royalty falling due.

f. No Obligation to Produce.-~-This article is not to be construed as imposing any obli-
gation on the Operator or the Operator's successor in interest to engage in any mining or production
operations.

Interior--Duplicating Section, Washington, D. C. . 56411
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HOWARD SPARKS

|
lr. Sparks was borned in Yancey County and has lived there all

his life. He attended the local schools. He is 43 yeers old. He ‘

hes done quite a bit of mining during his life. For the past 5 years.
he has run e bulldozer for De-VWeld Mica Coe..

For references write:

Nr. Roy Welds |
Altemont '
Ne Co

Mre Frank Phillips }
Spruce Pine ;
No Co i

Mr, Foney Jarrett
Route 3~ -~ =
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 Moasrs, Roy and hwm Sparks
Burnsvilie, Wertk Carcline

CWLizasss ;

Route 2

IB" M‘*‘ i{w. D“'dm—i")jm - t"‘“
Xickeye Hine
S an.y L..«unty, uerth Wmim
Gen't lamngm ;

- Your application for sid for sa ﬁ@lﬂrs&i& projeci m&

‘ otur reporte avullable to ue in washingtom nh.tiag o the subjeat
| ;,-mpurty have besn reviswed.

Frojects spprived by tb& Doim Minerals Explovntion
Am:uatmum mast, ia its judpeat, show definite pramise of
Yielding saturiale of acoeptable grade in quandities thet will
uwtzmw Lzprove the M}. supply pao.tum for the htiml

Careful sm&; of all ouy mlmﬁon imiimtaa 10 us

that the probabliliy of diseloring sigmificant resayves of mion |

by your propused program is wob sufficiestly premizing to j\utﬁ‘;’

Goversment participation. We regret to adviss you, usior thess |

urmmtanus, that your uppnxsuw tor ex;:lmum miitmm 1:

e

Ve wial to muﬂr ryou for your futorret in ‘te aranm
m}s }'r’ym o fm' dringing yeur oroperty Lo gur gtte umm.

: Jnmr»eiy Jours,
C. 0. Mittendorf

| ddministrator

LaHouk sgad 6/:8/54

CQW Wl ﬁﬂlry Ro Fil‘
Docket File
© Operating Committes -
Fleld Team, Regiom nx
Me, Dietrioh, 3061 E
Mr. larrabee, 5216
Mr. Bouk






600
. e,
Memoraindﬂm A
To: 'deinistrator _
From: Bonuetallic w.nerals Diviaion » » .
Subject: Denial of exploration assistance. -

Docket No. DMEA-3316 - Mica
Roy and Howard Sparks
Buckeye Mine

Yancey County, North Carolina

The applicaticn was rece:wed April 19, 1954, roquesting
38,600 00 to bulldoge 1C hours to umcover and locat.e the best
place to sink a shaft«, then sink a shaft 100 feet and drift 100
feet. ‘ :

The. Field Team reconends denial of the aoplication
because the mica is not of strategic quality. The Nonmetallic
Minerals Division concurs with the field team that the application
should be denied. The Bureau of Mines and the Geological Surver
also concur. S ‘

LGHouk :gad 7/1/54 ' , . S Co -, ST

Copy to: Admr. R.. File
Mr. Houk:






® @
UNITED STATES |

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

July 1, 195k

 Memorsndun

Toi Konwetallie Minerals Division
Defanse Minerals Explerstion Administration

Prom: Chief, Ceramic and Fertilizer Materisls Branch
Subject: IMEA-3316 (mica)
Applicsnt: Roy and Howard Sparks

Home and Loeation of Property: Buckeye Nine
S ' ' Yencey County, North Carolins

Date of Field Team's Repoxt: June 10, 1954 :
Date Bee'd. by Ceramic & Fertiliser Materials Br.: Juns 18, 195k :

Field Twem's Recommendationi:
~ 1. Deniel of spplication.

Commentat '
1. Most of the mica obtained at subject mine is poor
in quality and is not stretegic,

2, No evidence is available to indicate that subject
nine would be & worthwhile producer.

Recommendation: , j
' goncur in the field tesnn's recommendation to deny subjeet
application on the basis that the miga is non-strategic mica,

o3 mee
e

SETENG

W, F. Dietrich






. . R : . ) v . o ﬁ IITQ.R‘-EPLY.REFERTO: :
- - f W T OMDOMN
A " UNITED STATES o , T
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR : L v
- . GEOLOGICAL SURVEY o o
‘WASHINGTON 25, D. C. SR '
" RRVIRN ornmmmrosmmmm«sm (ma) S
fos L. O, Houk, Defense Minerals Explevation i ; -
- Trom: D. A. Brebat, U. 5. Geelogiocn) Burvey - . S
Applicant: Rey and Heward Sparks, Route 2, 3M110, ll. Ce Lo |
. Hwme of properiy: Duekaye MNine : ' .
fmcum of properdys O.k milesN, 67° W, of Mm, Yensey Co.. x.(.. C
Date of field team repards Jwse b, 195k .
Autbership of field anor’u K. ﬂ. 'lur«, D. H. m, vm, o
i and L. X mw, . . ‘ o
~m¢wt.mmm:w '; T
AOYION RECOMMENDED: Pellew field team's resommeadation. S
©D. A Brobst e :
Copy to: DMEA (3) -
| |
|





. ’f“:..:‘.-; i - ﬁa P .,-”,. "

,‘s

B ; o Beiem W‘*"“‘ ammmm&m ‘
T ‘ Jb“l‘i‘QSA
duw 20, 9%

Lt purettag Comitten, s < Vemiipgion

M , mlareu,m‘ uﬁmm :
. \:}

Reviewea by o | u
DMEA OPEI\‘ATING COWITTEE , )






. UNUTED STATES
DEVARTHENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEYENSE MIN:RALS EXPLOKATLON ADMINIGTRATION

EXAMINATION BY FIELD TEAM, REGION VII.

On

- DMEA~3316, BUCKEYE MINE émiéaz' .
Yancey County, North Carolina

By

Kefton H, 'Teagui, and Dewayii. kAmoat, Gcologista

Lawrence E. Shirley, Mining Engineer
" V. S, Bureau of Mines

June L, 198k |
N B - Reviewed_ by
,DMEA>0PERATING COMMITTEE

(-/F-5¥

(date)






'FIELD EXAMINATION REPOR? ON

BUCKEYE MINE
DUEA3316, (mica)

Applicants: Roy Sparks and Howard Sparks, Route 2, Burnsville, N. Gy =

- Most of the mica at this mine is heavily mineral-stained and is not of
strategic quality under the present government stockpile program, The Field -
‘Team recommends that the request for explorstion assistance be denied,

The Buckeye mine is oh-the southwest side of the North Toe Rivér, Ouk
miles N, 67° W, of Boonford, Yancey County, North Carol;na, o

. The deposit was examinsd on June L, 195k, Messrs. Roy Sparks, Howard
- Sparks and Sam L, Phillips accompanied the examiners on the inspection which
required one howr, § ‘ L o S

: There are no suriace facilities on the property. Existing works are
along a 150-foot line which trends N, 800 E, They consist of two elongated
open cuts at the northeast end, each about 15 feet deepy a ~ 25° incline near
the southwest end which is about 30 fect deep and trends 8. 20° W.; dnda
northwest trending adit, now lergely caved, at the extrems southwest end,

An unpublisned U. 3. Q. S. manuscript (autior unknown) written during
World War 1I gives the following deseriptions - o ‘
"The country rock is mica gneiss, The foliation strikes N, 60° E, and
~ dips 70% SSE,, in the north end of the workings, but strikes northwest snd dips
35° SW. near the south end, The rock corteing many small lenses and thin -
layers of pegmatite, as well as three large concordant Bodies that were mined
for mica, Thay are 10 to 12 feet thick and lie about 10 feet apart, but appar~
ently converge to form e single large hody in thé southwest part of the mine., -
The pegmatite minsrals are plagioclase, quartz, miexocline, muscovite,
- vermiculite, epidote, and garnet, Two types of muscovite are present, Flat
books of brown mica ocewr in and adjacent to thin seams of quarts, genarally
with their oleavage surfaces parallel to the walls of the seams. The chief
structural defects are ruling and warping, and -some of the shests ars stained,
Mucn of tuis wica i3 intergrown with biotite and vermiculite., Light green
"wedge~A" mica fringes several large, irreguler quarts masses. The amount of .
sheet and punch material that has been obtained from such books ig negligible,®

The deposit was first warked in 1895, ‘Saléa',io Colonial Mica Corp., =
during World War II consisted of 688,66 pounds of full trimmed mica worth =
$3,313.38 (chiefly small #2 inferior), S B A -






A1l of the mica observod by the examiners was heavily mineral
steined and not of strategic quality, Sales to Colonial confirm this obw
servation, As the mica present at the mine is largely non-strategic, tho
uppllcation should be danied, ‘

June L, 195L, , :
K. H. Teagm and Dewey H, Ams, Geologlsta
U. S Geological Surwy '
Lawrence I, Shirley, Mining Engineetb f'
U. S. Bureau of Mines :
o>






sarneville, Worth Ceraline | R
| W1 Doskel To. DHEA=3316 - Miew.
- Backeye Mine Lo
}wy'*:mngy, ‘Worth Carcline -
‘Mtle-m | ' | d
' | Your 1;:;{111011‘:31«\4 tor asristanes in C:{gﬂﬂ!’iﬂg the subject
property has been reviewsd by the Nowmetallic Miwerels Divisiom of
- the Defense Minermis Xxnlorstion idministratiom x2d has been ,
roforred to ir. Robert A. lawrence, Excoutive Offieer, DMEA Pleid
Tomn, Regiom VI, Rocm 13, Foet Qffiee Bailiing, Xnoxwille 2y .
Tomnassee, for ruriher conslderation and possibly A& fisld examinaw’

an exiuination is 1o e wade, Amy asslstamee that you mmy zive
the oembars of the field tram duriag the examination w1l he

The Jegional (fflen vALL eceitack ym ot wn sarly date 17

Simserely y'ma*s, .

G O, Wik doir -

 Aduintetrator

WCAndersen:gad 5/13/54
Copy tos Admr. R. File
- Docket Mie :
- Field Team, Regiom vii
Oporating Coumittes o
Mr. Dletrlch, 3061 S
' 2@(”‘””’ G232 GBA m‘.





MAY 1 7 1954
&.MA.I&W&»‘. - vut' noéht'l'é.‘m.»‘ ‘
Emscutive Officer, DMEA = wammm Ko
Pleld Towm, hegiem vII = ‘Backeve Mine '
_mu,rntom..‘m. e ‘hmeycm; mmmm

L Pleace roviw :ho au‘bjact utica m m
a fisld cxanination if you deea it ﬂmt - ta'

Copies of mamormanda from ﬂn Geolagloal :m-ny dated
April <2, 1954, and from the Bureau arm, dated W ’;', 1.954. ‘
ure enslosed for yowr M«mum. . "
) piﬂﬂ%l‘ﬁl}' ycurs, A
ueorge C. Selfrndge .
Chslman, erating ¢ ammtae
. A 4

" J. H. Hedges <
Member, HBureau of Mimes

Phllip We Quild:
Member » Geclogical Jxmw

Dnelosures &

" WCAndersomigad 5/13/54

Copy tes Adwr. R. File - ' oL o
Docket File T o
Operating Copmittee - Lo S Lo
¥r. Dietrich, 3061 -

. Mr. Larrabee, G-232 GSA mﬂ

Nr. Houk






UNITED STATES | e |
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ' U, e
BUREAU OF MINES . :

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

May 7, 195
Memorapdun

Tos Normetallic Minerals Division
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

From: Chief, Ceramic and Fertiliser Materials Branch
Subject: DMEA-3316 |
Applicant: Roy and Howsrd Sparks

Reme and locetion of Property: Buckeye Mine
Yencey County, North Carolm

‘Date Application Rec'd. by Cersmic & Fert. Materials Br.: April 21, 1954
Comnents:

1. No deata avelladble on subject mine. -

2. Costs sre astimsted on & wunit-cost basis and in
accordance with local practice.

3. Proposed explorstion plan appears to be & logical
method for axploration.

k. Total estimsted costs - $8,600.
Recommendation:

It is suggested the field teanm mu this mine to sscertain
if an exploration project is Justified.

Signed
W. ¥. Dietrich






" . INREPLY REFER TO:

~ UNITED STATES - i G- Gt
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
~ GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
WASHINGTO_N 25,D.C.
Apral 22, 195

Nmomndm

RVIHM 0F ACPLISA Iy maa-aalé (nden)

Tns L. G. Houk, Lelfensy Kinersls zmplombion idminuzmtiou

Froms L. X. lLarrabes, U, 5, Geologioal Survey

Applieant's name and addreast sop Jparks wxna roward VMS,
fouts 2, Burnsville, dortn uamlim ‘

Nama of property: ‘&unkqu Nine.

losation of property: +« mile W. of anoford, 3&. c.

Sumnary of spplicant's pmmds .‘

10 hra.f m&.@om;-
W0 shaly

130t drift

- Siources of information on applicant's propertys

Lo report at hand.
Golomnial dats Indiocate:

688.66 1bs. for 3,313,349
- chiefly small F.0., 12 inl,

Giommente:  None.
SCOMNENDATIONY |
isfer $o Field Tean for exmmination 45 required.

o D. M. Luxrabes
Cépy to: IDMEA 3 /





Ry e
APR 2% o

R - Ret  Docket No, DMEA-3316 ~ Mios
' - Cownty, Borth Oarolin
Gontlemens . L ,’« ,
" Neference is sade to your spplicatics for exploratiom
asaletancs for mies 1n whish it ia stated that the spplicsat will
pay in momey 108 required by regulatiom, i S

- On Narnh 19, 196{, DMEA Order-1, Amended, beoame affeetive
snd sontimws the linmiting of Govermment purticipatiom in the oase
- of mioa to 75 percest of the approved gosts. This llaitation becsws
offostive o November 3, 1953, By dvendaont, No. 3 Lo DMEA (eder~l. |

L Inasanth a5 your application waz recoived after November 3, 1953, - |

Please sdvise this offioe i wriling if you desire to bawe yor |
~ applisation processed under the naw Govermment participation sate. |
~ The yressssing of your applicatios wvill be deferred us L rossiph of

({\ b ; g\

R SRR AN T
SR LRy L) We e

lawrense G. Houk, Chief

inelosure

- WeAnderscmsged 4/26/54
Copy to: Admr. R. File
, . Dosket Mile
- ¥ield Team, Regiom VII
Mr. Dietrich, 3061 ‘
Mr. bm' O-232 GSA ﬂdp
Mr. Nouk , o

A oopy of tue Warch 23, 1954, Felmse 1s enclosad for your

Sinoerely yours,
Ay o o ‘ * .

Nometallis Miperels Miviaiee
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