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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
3	 DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25'D.. C 	 600 


W Seas to Vance 
President, Birch Mining 


Conpany, Inc. 
liatree, No'th Carolina


Re Docket No. DMFA3414ica 
Docket Jo. DMA-4154-Mica 
Birch Mining Company, Inc. 
'Birch June 
Mitchell County, North carolina 


Dear W. Vance z 


Reference is Rade to your letter of June U 19561 
requesting reconsideration of the denial of the third explora-  
tion assistance application on the Birch Mine • There have been 
three field exazinations, three denials, and two reconsiderations 
of denial. Sines the Birch Mine has been the subject of consider-
able field and office study thero does not, in our opinion, exist 
siffisient basis in the way of new Information .for reconsidera-
tion of the latest denial. Therefore, I vast advise you that the 
denial of your application is reatfirnsd. 


Our records show that on Vebrury 27, 1956 1, you were 
advised that your application was being referred to the field 
for possible examination We note your information on the past 
Production of the Birch Mime, the character of the deposits in 
the vicinity, and your speculation of th* possible existence of 
other nica veins nearby. V. realise your eonpany has spent con-
siderable noney in rehabilitating th., old worHiigs but know of 
RIO , s1j1ar work authorised under the DIk Program. 


Sincerely yours, 


Adinistrator 


LGHouic gad 6/15/56 
Copy to Adxnr R File 


Docket (2) 
Field Team, Region V 
Mr Kiilsgaard, 5.222 
Mr Dietrich, 3061 
Mr Houk
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


. 3 is DEFENSE MINERALS\EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25, D. c. 600 


November 22, 1955 


Memorandum 


To:	 Administrator 


From:	 Nonmetallic Minerals Division 


Subject: Summary - Doóket No. DNEA-3481 - Mica 
Vance & Odom Mining Company 
The Birch Mine	 - 
Mitchell County ., North Carolina 


9/8/54	 Application received - Form NF-103 (April 1952) 


Work proposed by applicants: 


Location not clear - say they propose to 
bulldoze drive a tunnel or incline 100 to 200 
feet, pa'al1el with old shaft at best location. 
Amount requested - $14,746.28 


11/12/54 Report ofexamination by Field Team received. 
Recommend cntract. 


Location of proposed work - East of the only 
mica bearing "shoot" that has been found, in 
hope of locating another mica-bearing zone. Not 
directed toward opening the old incline. 


Work proposed in 3 stages. Stage I to advance 
an existing dit-(portal of which is about 100 
feet east beond the property line, and the 
heading about 75 feet east of the old workings). 
If pegmatite`


'
 Is found, Stage 11 will consist of 


50 feet of raises or inclines. If no pegmatite 
is found in Stage I, then Stage III will consist 
of driving 300 feet of long drill holes at 15 foot 
intervals. 


Estimated ota1 cost of project - $6,988.00. 


1/3/55	 Letter to the' Field Team requesting supporting 
data to justify exploration for a parallel 
shoot.







	


.	 . . 


1/10/55 Response from the Field Team to letter dated 
Janua'y 3, 1955. Failed to provide any supporting 
data on the geological probability that a parallel 
shoot might exist adjacent to the old stope. 


1/20/55 Letter to applicants denying the application. 


Comments: 


Geological premise - To search for piallel 
shodts adjacent to the east of the old stope. 


Geolo1cal criteria - 
1. bteep hanging wall at eastern edge of old 


tope caused pegmatite to thin to 3 feet 
^hickness ,, where mining stopped, and 75 
feet to the east of this point at heading 
of adit the pegmatite is 1-1/2 feet thick. 


2. A small amount of mica remains in the walls 
cf the old stope. 


3. The target size does not justify the 
xehabilitàtion expenditure. 


8/19/55 Mr. Aldridge, a new partner, telephoned Mr. 
Knouse relative to the re-opening of this 
applicaion and information on procedure. He 
was advised to contact the Field Office. 


8/30/55 Field Tam memorandum reporting on examination 
of 200 feet of old stope incline rehabilitation. 
They say, if further consideration is given, 
recoimnenI 2 - 75 foot drifts along strike from 
the 358 foot level, one to the northeast and the 
other to the southwest.. 
Cost - 35.00/ft. or a total of 5,250.00. 


	


9/7/55	 Mx'. Houk telephoned Mr. Laurence advising we are 
inclined to deny, but would like more information. 


9/22/55 Letter to the Field Team advising concerning 
Mr. Aldrldge's telephone call to this office on 
9/16/55 xegarding the status of the application 
and that Mr. Aldridge was advised that since the 
terminus of the inclined shaft will be several 
hundred feet outside the property boundary, we 
would require a lease and Consent to Lien covering 
this additional land. 


9/29/55 Mr. Laurence telephoned explaining there is 
confusion among the partners as to what they want 
to do. W9uld try to resolve the differences. 


2.







•H. 


10/11/55 Memo from the Field Team submitting a proposal 
f orxp1oration which differs from the one 
submitted 8/30/55. 


Work proposed: 


1.	 Recondition 900 feet of incline	 6,150.00 
2.	 00 feet of drifting on most 


favorable part of pegmatite	 7,000.00 
3.	 Etend incline 50 feet	 1,750.00 


Total cost of proposed project 	 $34,,90MO 


11/3/55 Memo from L E. Nelson, USGS, inking no recommenda-
tion on above proposal. 


11/10/55 Received lease and Consent to Lien for additional 
land to cover lower part of incline. 


11/16/5 5 Memo from W. F. Dietrich, USBM, n,1d ng no 
recommendation on above proposal.


The Field Team rports that the Operators under-
took the task of re-opening this mine before the 
G.S.A. changed the "B purchase program. Since 
then the Orators discovered they undertook too 
costly a program, and therefore are asking for 
Government assistance.' 
The Ndeta11jc Minerals Division is of the 



opinion that this program was initiated for the 
Purpose of mining out the remaining mica along 
the va11s of the old stope to take advantage of 
the 0B urchase plaü. there apparently was no 
intent a that time to ask for Government aid, as 
it was evident to the Operators that this is a 
mining


 
venture and not dn exploration project. 


It appears that, the thought of initiating an 
exploration project originated when it was dis-
covered by the Operators that this was a losing 
venture, Having gone as far as they have at this 
time, they, will probably continue the work of 
recovering the mica remaining in the walls of the 
old stope 


The pro
.
abi1ity Of finding othe , tTshootsfl by 


drifting along the strike beyond the walls-of 
the old stope appears too remote to risk the 
expenditure of 14,900.00. Therefore, the 
Nonmetallic Minerals Division feels justified 
in recommending reaffirmation of denial. 
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isesipt is acknow1, edgs4 of your lot-"r of November 9 
transaitting sxcut.4 copies of 1*aaef dated Noveuber 7, 1955, and 


•	
Coesant to Lies dated love*br 22 19559 1* support of ywar recsest	 . 
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for reconsideration at Jeer application for exploration assistance 
whielk was denied by letter of January 20, 1,55. 


•	 The Defense Kwrals zp1orst$n Administration Yield 
Ysan, *sgiae Y, Knoxville, ?.nneOe., reports that you have again	 0: 


recuestM txplcratio* assistance, based n recent work sf rehabiUta 	 . 0 


ting the .4 *i*s workings.	
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: . . .


0	 0	 0 


• 0	 Careful consideration of AU of the additional intorutton	
00	 0 


0•


	


	 subaitted doss Wt in the ópiniofl of t, 0 D*L j*3tity Govern*snt 
0 participation in the rehabilitation of this nina. Therefore, we 


O 	 ret to advise that the duiaX of your application for exploration 0 0	
assistan .1 ce . reafftrnad. 0	 00. 0	 •. .	 •0 


0	 :	 . Your interest in the WA exploration prop" and perticips'. 
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A. o 


ninistrator 
WCAnderson:gad 11/15/55	 •	 0	 •	 •	 0 0 •	 • 
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'UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


BUREAU OF MINES 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


November 16, 1955 


Memorandum 


To:	 Norunetallic Minerals Division 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 Chief, Branch of Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials 


Subject: 1]4EA-3481 (mica) 


Applicant: Vance and Odom Mizing Co. 


Name and Location of Property: Birch Mine, Mitchell Co.., N. C. 


Date of Field Team Supplemental Report: October 11, 1955 


Date Rec'd. by Br. of Ceramic & Fertilizer Materials: Nov. 15, 1955 


Comments:


1. Some supplemental data are presented by the ]I4EA field team 
in a memorandum of October 11, 1955, but the field team does not 
make a reconmiendatioii for amending the work plan originally sub-
mitted in field team report of October 6, 1954. 


2. No map was attached to the memo of October 11, 1955 when 
received in this office. 


3. Action was completed on subject application and the appli-
cant was advised that exploration assistance was denied. (See 
letter of Jan. 20, 1955.) 


Recommendation: It appears that no further action is necessary at this 
time, so no recommendation is made..


W. F. Dietrich







November 9, 1955 


Mrs. Sam Vance telephoning Mr. W. C. Anderson from Spruce Pine, N. C. 


Re: Docket No. DNEA-3481 - Mica 
Vance and Odom Mining Company 
The Birch Mine 
Mitchell County, North Carolina 


Mrs. Vance: Mr. Vance asked me to call you about the loan on the Birch Mine. He said 
you are minus some leases and liens and we now have the necessary leases and 
liens signed. We have all the papers. !r question is is it necessary for us 
to send five copies of the leases and five copies of the liens. 


Mr. Anderson: You need only to send two copies of the lease and six copies of the Consent 
to Lien*	 I 


Mrs. Vance: This new lease ties in the new property. 


Mr. Anderson: The property to the southfor the extension of that incline. 


Mrs. Vance: Our papers are in order on that. 


Mr. Anderson: On the north property yes 


Mrs. Vance: Will we have everything in order? 


Mr. Anderson: Yes. When we get those papers we will be in shape to give you our answer. 


Mrs • Vance: Mr. Anderson, the field men have recommended this loan have they not? 


Mr. Anderson: I don't recall whether they made a firm recommendation. I would have to 
look that up. 


Mrs. Vance: We are mighty anxious on it. We have been spending a lot of money. 


Mr. Anderson: We are processing it now and as soon as we have finished with it we will let 
you know immediately. 


Mrs. Vance: I will mail the papers this afternoon. 


Nr. Anderson: Thank you. 


WCAnderson:gad 11/9/55 
Copy to: Adinr. K. File 


Docket 
Mr. Honk 
Mr. Anderson
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Plumtree, North Carolina 
November 9, 1955 


V 
Mr. W. C. Anderson 
Defense Minerals Exploration 
Administration 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Anderson: 


As per telephone conversation to-day, we enclose herewith 
Lease and Consent to Lien from Land & Mineral Company, 
covering Birch Mine. 


Thanking you for your favorable consideration in this matter, 
we are


Very truly yours, 


BIRCH MINING COMPANY, Inc
a'v 


President 


slcv/vv 
End
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BEGINNING atan iron cr038, the SOUt west corner 
of the Vance 3-acre tract, and runn1n nor h 48 east 


.	 :	
• 	 •'•,


 . . with-the southern line of said 3..acre trac 	 250 feet •: • • • • 


to . a stake in _.said 1ie, thence south OO 'eet to 
a stake; thence south 5 west 250 feet to a stake 
thence no800.'.feet to the beginning. 


OGEDHiR with full right to erect 	 intain build-'

ings roads and. jachinery In and upon the pre ises described as 
aforesaid fro conveniently and skillfully m ning the , af.oresaid '^ 
mica ores and other miner4l80 


IT I ' ''AGREED that this lease is p xecuted for the 
sole purpose of mining the aforesaid miner 	 within the boun-'

daries above set forth and that the Lessor shall and does retain 
the right to, use the , premises for. all purp	 other than. mining, 
provi.ded such use by Lessor shall not in fly 	 interfere with

the minin:; operations of Lessees. 


IT I .S . AGREED that the Lessees will within a period of 
.: • 	 .: • 


time .not to exceed sixty. (60) days .fro the signing of this 	 • 
lease, begin active work in prosecuti g mining operations for 


. the said. mineral deposits on said pr rnises, ad that Lessees 
. . . . . . will continue the prosecution* of 8a 	 mining operations in • . 


. .	 good faith and with .due diligence nd activity in orderto  
produce as nearly as practicable 	 maximum output from said 
mines!  


IT IS FURTHER AGO" , that in the event the Lessees 
fail to actively and &ii uously operate any mine or mines 
within said boun1a 	 and D rticularly mica deposits and mines 


.	 ..	 witin said bOry for 3 period of thrt (32) days, unless. 
such  failurfro operate the same in consented to in writing by 
Lessor,	 e interest of the Lessees here in and therein shall 
: thereu on be terminated in said mine or, rninesandthe Less or, 


. its '	 ccessors , and assign . , • may thereafter and . thereupon • .	 . . 


. .	 . . OT) rate the same provided such... operations by Lessor shall 	 . . . . . 
:	 .	 done in- ' such a wáy .aS otto interfere with - the operations



by the Lessees of any ot)/ier mine upon said premisese 


IT is AGREEW'that the mineral;.mined under the terms 
and provisions of this lease are not to be and will not be 
stored or shipped or in any way mixed or confused with minerals 
from other Pr' pqrtie' s and to this end it is agreed that Lessees 


 will 	 and painstakingly cissify, segregate, and keep . . . .	 . separate all mi*a. and • 
other minerals mined . upon the premises 


herein lescribed from like products mined or taken from adjoin-' 
ing, adjacent and other properties and will separately, market 
the same. And if necessary for full compliance of the provis- 
I6 herein set forth it is agreed that an actual survey of the 
premises above described may be made if said party of the first 
part deems the same necessary. 


IT 1S UHDERST000 AND AGREED between LL1 parties 
hereto that all mica taken from the herein leased premises 
shall be sheeted and trimmed and that no mica shall be sold 
in block form. 


AND IT IS FURTHER AGREED that adequate, accurate, 
and: complete records, books and accounts, of all, mica and other 
iinerals mined within the boundaries of the premises above 
described shall be kept by lessees, separate and apart from 


	


the books, records and-accounts of mica and other minerals mined	 •, 
upon the adjoining or adjacent premises, or upon other land 
than the preiises herein described.







'.	 •1 
THE LE )SEES AQR1F to pay to Lessor a royalty on all 


mica And feldspar' mined upon said prernses, one-eighth (1/8) of the 
highest market price for mica, and onetenth (1/10) of the highest 
reasonable market price for all feldspar mined upon id premises. 
IT I


 
FURTHER AGREED that with each remittance of ro j ily paymentsIU


 herein specified, shall be accompanied by a correct statement of 
ivoiee showingthe amount, grade and classification of the mica 
or feldspar uoon which said payments are based, togetrxer with 
value thereof as herein specified. IT L FU1TMER GREED that on 
or before the tenth (10th.) day of each month during the life of 
this 1eae, the Lessees will make complete settlement and pay all 
royalties due the Lessor, for mineral5 mined and removed during 
the preceding month fron said pre 	 and that with each settle

rnnt Lessees will furnish Lesor, such duplicate bills of lading 
and other invoice information as may be incident to the mining, 
sale and shipment of said mica or feldspar. 


LE$OR EXCEPT S. AND 1*SETtVE8 from the operation of this 
lease all minerals of every kind and de8cription XCE?T mica and 
feldspar.


1Tjs.AGRE8D that no claim of failure of the mica 
or other mineral deposits upon said premises shall be allowed 


: • .	 . • ' . in reduction or 'avoidance ofLesees' obligations hereunder,	 . . . ,..  
"PROVIDED , HOWEVER, that. the Lessees shall have the right of	 .	 ... 


" . .	 . . . ,... surrendering.: the . premisesand terminating this lease at the 	 . . . . . .

'arid of any calendar year upon giving at least ninety (90) 
days prior wrtten not±ce to the Lessor of such intent'n, and 


I •. . • • . upon.. such surrender being made at .,the , end of such year' and'


	


.	 ..	 .. : 
: . '


	


	 '• . upon such termination 'becoming effective, pursuant.to such • . • . . . . 

notice thereof duly given, the said Le$sees shall be relievwd 
of all obligations to pay any rent or royalties for the un 
exptred Prot ion of the term of this lease. 


IT IS AGREO that the acceptance of royalty by the 
Lessor under the provisions of this lease is to be a credit 
in behqlf of the Lessees but is not to be taken or considered 
as a waiver for any damages Lessor may be entitled to recover 
from Lessees for any breach or breaches that Lessees ma raake 
of any duty or covenant expressed or reasonably implied in 
thi s lease or as an estoppel against Lessor in this respect. 


IT IS FURTHER AGREED that all books, records and 
accounts pertaining to the mining operations upon the premises 
described and the removal, sale, and disposition of the mica 
and other minerals are to be open to the inspection of the 
Lessor or its authorized agents or representatives at all 
reasonable times. 


IT IS AGREED that the Lessor shall have a first and 
valid lien on all minerals mined under the terms of this lease I 
and upon all plants and equipment of the Lessees until Lessor'sk 
royalties have been paid in full and all other provisions of 
this ,'lease cothplied with, provided that all materials actually I 


"removed and sold, from : the. premises, shall be free' of said lien.)J 
*s against a bona fide pvichaser for value. 


IT Th GREE1D that Lessees will conduct their nining 
operations in a business.like workmanlike manner, with due 
regard to Lessor's rights in the mica &nd other minerals, 
deposits and premises, and to that end the Lessees agree to 
keep and maintain the mines and all parts thereof in good and 
sufficient repair and to work and operate said mines in a good







and ski11fi1 manner an' as to work progresses, to keep the 
mines ad clean as reasonably practicable and to keep the iiti es 
and all-par ,ts thereof securely and properly timbered-4nd 8Up- 
ported, and in case of open work, to properly slope the walls 
and banks so as,to prevent the same from slipping or falling 
in; tMt no waste, rubbish or refuse will be dumped, .	 .. : or placed. in anymine, mine tunnel,.cut, shaft, or. other  
improper place, and that no waste will be -comitted or er 


:	 • initted . üpon said premises nor airoidable. damages done .t 'mines, . 
or prernlse8. And Lessees fu ther agree that they will not 
interfere with, dislocate, remove, damage, or misplace an 
surface monument, mark, 8take or other evidence as presently 
set defining the boundaries of said premises, and that it will. 


. not rer'iove, misplace orôhange.or caueto be removed, mis-. 	 • • 
placed or hange any staub or taubs marking property or 


. . division lines within • the mines upon said premises or iithin •	 . 
any shaft, tunnel or other excavation thereof. 


rr i FURTHER AG1EED that Lessees will at all times 
during the life of this lease or any extension hereof maintain 
in proper condition all roads upon said prennses suitable for 
hauling.


IT IS FURTHER AGREED that the Lessor, its agents and 
. .. .. . 'representatives shall at , all. timeshave the right to enter into 


the mi e and premises for the purposes of inspection and of 
ascertaining if the covenAnts and agreementr rf this lease are 
being :n good faith eomplied 'with and in the event the Lessor 
should desire to exhibit or show said premises or mines to pros- 
pective purchasers or lessee8, it is agreed that Lessor shall 
have this right. And it is further agreed tht if Lessor so 
desires, it or its succesors o' asigns, shall have the right 
to maintain at its ,wn expense an employee upon said prenises 
at all times to.-'inspect and to observe the manner of said 
mining operations and the accounting of Lessees to Lessor for 
same.


IT IS FURTHER AGREED that any failure on the part 
of Lessor to insist upon strict performance of any of the 
covenants or coiditions of this agreement ox' to exercise any 
option herein conferred in any one or more instances shall 
not be coi strued as a waiver or re1inqishment for the future 
of any of the covenants, conditions, options, and rights accru 
ing tQ lessor hereunder but*.,all of the same shall be and remain 
in full force and effect. 


IT IS FURT*R GRSED that should the Lsees be 
adjudged bankrupt or insolvent by any court then In such ease, 
at the option of the Lessor, this lease shall immediately 
terminate and come to an end and the Lessor shall have the 
right to recover and resume possession of the premises, to-
ether with the royalties.'-and minimum royalties hrein pro- 


vided for.


IT IS FURTHER AGREED that upon the termination or 
expiration of this lease, the Lessees shall have the right to 


•	 enter :UpOfl: said. premises and remove its mining machinery and 
equipment, but in no event shall the time limit for the removal 
of said property extend beyond a period of two months from the 
expiration orterminatióno'f.this lease, nor shall said property 
or any part thereof be removed until all the indebtedness and 
obligations which may arise hereinder shall have been fully 
paid.







IT IC FURTHER UN')ER$TOOD AND AGREED that the Lessor 
fl. 	


is .1.n • nosenseor In. any way.to be considered or held liable . 
j...,.	 for any áperati.on under this' lease and in.no  event and under. 


áircumstaflcés is Lesr to be held liable in any way for 
..	 .	 ..	 .


 
any debt,.. tort, or 'other liability of the lessees, its agent, 
workmen or employees. 


IT I FURTHER UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED that in the event ...	 .  
' 'the Lessees-fail well and truly to.keep and respect .'' the covenants, 


.. .	 .agreements, duties and cond1tons of this 'lease Or any ofthem, 
. such breach. or default.shall immediately, at. the option. of the 


Lessor, operate as a forefeiture and terminatiOn of tiis lease 
. , andall • f the . rights and 'privileges of the said 1e8se 	 shall • 


...	 S 	 : .


 'at rice céà$eandterrniriateand.ali operations underthislease . 
shall end at o'nce, and the Lessor shall be at once privileged 


And -is hereby authorized to enter upon and take full and 
complete possession of the premises together with the ntinerals 


. . that may-.have beerisevered .andall.privilege$'given the	 . 
Lessees.


MIS AGREED that this lease shall not be transferred 
or assigned by Lessees without the prior written consent of the 


. : .. •	 : Lessor and that no right `,or , privilegeof thei.eseee8 hereunder . 
can be assigned, transferred, or sublet by Lessees without such 
written consent of Lessoi'. 


Nothing in the provisions of this lease is intended 
to abridge or . n any way modify the Lessor's right or rights 
in or to any action for the nonu.'performance of the covenants 
of this lease.


the 
IT IS AGREED between the parties that/erm of 


this lease shall be five years from the date hereof, or to 
the 7th day of November, 1960- 	 at all tirnøs to all of 
the conditions, promises, covenants and agreements and provi8- 
ions for forfeiture herein contained. It i further agreed 


, . .. thatLessee.s shall have the option of oxtndng the term of	 .

this lease for a period of five years from the expiration of 
the eriod hereinabove set forth upon the same terms and 
conditions as herein specified, provuled, however, that all 
côveflaflt8., promises and. agreements hereunder have been 1u1' • •. • • . 
filled by Lessees, and provided further that the Lessees' 
right of option to extend this lease shall, at , l€bast thirty 
(30) day s before the zpiration of the term hereunder, give 
to Lessor thirty days notice in wting of Leesees' intention 
to exercise saidoption of extension. 


IT 15 1GRE that the parties hereto may, by written 
agreement, waive, modify, or change any provision of this lease, 
but no parole waiver, change, or midification will be claimed 
hyLeseees nor. i.11sch beeffectiveto alter,modify, or 
change any of the provisions of the same. It is further agreed 
that this paper writing states the entire contract and agree 
rnent beteen the parties hereto and no change of the same 
shall become binding and effectual unless the same shall be 
reduced to writing, siZned by all of the p., arties hereto, and 
attached to-this lease to speak foritseif. .Allagreements . 
leading up to the execution of this lease are contained herein 
and are merged Into this writing. 


It is 'i'ther reed that Lessees will not so].) any block mica 
fr'om the herein leased premises other than to the GSA. Depot at Spruce Pine,
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LEASE 


LAND & MINERAL COMPANY, 
LESSOR,


TO 


SAM K. VANCE et ux., 
VIVIAN VANCE, 
LESSEES. 


Filed for Ristrabon on	 day of.2c 
19.. Qt2ZL2Oo'c(.ck4 M., and Registered 
the office of the Register of Deeds for MitcheI Couri 
& C. th	 t...day of 	 t. 


tioeLM., in Book.. ....... L.. of Dee, on Pa 


ntg,st,r of 


McBEE & McBEE

LAWYERS 


BAKERSVILLE. N. C. 
SPRUCE PINE, N. C.
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, 


COUNTY OF MITCHELL. 


THIS INDENTURE, Made this 7th day of November, ) 1955 


by and between the LAND & MINERAL COMPANY, a Delaware Corpor-


ation, having an office near the Village of Biltmore, County 


of Buncombe,-State-of North Carolina, hereinafter referred to 


as LESSOR, party of the first part and SAM K. VANCE and wife, 


VIVIAN VANCE, of the County of Avery, State of North Carolina, 


hereinafter referred to as LESSEES, parties of the second part; 


W I T N E S S E T H 


That the said Lessor, for and in consideration of the 


premises and of the sum of One Dollar paid said Lessor by said 


Lessees, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged and of the 


undertakings and agreements hereinafter set forth and stated 


to be kept and performed by the Lessees, their heirs and 


assigns, has leased and granted and by these presents does 


lease and grant unto said Lessees, their heirs and assigns, 


the exclusive right and privilege to mine' and take from the 


premises hereinafter described all of the,mica and feldspar 


only in accordance with the provisions hereinafter contained, 


for the term' of five years from the date hereof, to-wit until 


November 7, 1960, with a right of renewal for a period of 


five years thereafter upon the same terms and conditions as 


herein set forth, provided intention to renew this agreement 


is made as hereinafter provided. 


Said land and premises being situate in the County 


of Mitchell, State of North Carolina, and being bounded and 


described as follows:
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BEGINNING at an iron cross, the southwest corner 
of the Vance 3-acre tract, and running north 48 east 
with the southern line of said 3-acre tract 250 feet 
to a stake in said line; thence south 00 feet to 
a stake; thence south 5 west 250 feet to a stake; 
thence north 800 feet to the beginning. 


TOGETHER with full right to erect and maintain build-
ings, roads an&nachinery in and upon the premises described as 
aforesaid ffoi conveniently and skillfully mining the aforesaid 
mica ores and other minerals. 


IT IS AGREED that this lease is executed for the 
sole purpose of mining the aforesaid minerals within the boun-
daries above set forth and that the Lessor shall and does retain 
the right to use the premises for all purposes other than mining, 
provided such use by Lessor shall not in any way interfere with 
the mining operations of Lessees. 


IT IS AGREED that the Lessees will within a period of 
time not to exceed sixty (60) days from the signing of this 
lease, begin active work in prosecuting mining operations for 
the said mineral deposits on said premises, and that Lessees 
will continue the prosecution of said mining operations in 
good faith and with due diligence and activity in order to 
produce as nearly as practicable a maximum output from said 
mines.


IT IS FURTHER AGREED that in the event the Lessees 
fail to actively and continuously operate any mine or mines 
within said boundary and particularly mica deposits and mines 
within said boundary for a period of thirty (30) days, unless 
such failure to operate the same iiS Consented to in writing by 
Lessor, the interest of the Lessees herein and therein shall 
thereupon be terminated in said mine or mines and the Lessor, 
its successors, and assigns, may thereafter and thereupon 
operate the same provided such operations by Lessor shall 
be done in such a way as not to interfere with the operations 
by the Lessees of any other mine upon said premises. 


IT IS AGREED that the minerals mined under the terms 
and provisions of this lease are not to be and will not be 
stored orshipped or in any way mixed or confused with minerals 
from other properties and to this endit is agreed that Lessees 
will carefully and painstakingly cissify, segregate, and keep 
separate all mica and other minerals mined upon the premises 
herein described from like products mined or taken from adjoin-
ing, adjacent and other properties and will separately market 
the same. And if necessary for full compliance of the provis-
ions herein set forth it is agreed that an actual survey of the 
premises above described may be made if said party of the first 
part deems the same necessary. 


IT IS UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED between all parties 
hereto that all mica taken from the herein leased premises 
shall be sheeted and trimmed and that no mica shall be sold 
in block form. 


AND IT IS FURTHER AGREED that adequate, accurate, 
and complete records, books and accounts of all mica and other 
minerals mined within the boundaries of the premises above 
described shall be kept by lessees, separate and apart from 
the books, records and accounts of mica and other minerals mined 
upon the adjoining or adjacent premises, or upon other land 
than the premises herein described.
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THE LESSEES AGREE to pay to Lessor a royalty ot all 
mica dnd feldspar mined upon said premises, one-eighth (i/s) of the 
highest market price for mica, and one-tenth (1/10) of the highest 
reasonable market price for all feldspar mined upon said premises. 
IT IS FURTHER AGREED that with each remittance of royalty payments 
herein specified, shall be accompanied by a correct statement of 
invoice showing the amount, grade and classification of the mica 
or feldspar upon which said payments are based, together with 
value thereof as herein specified. IT IS FURTHER AGREED that on 
or before the tenth (10th.) day of each month during the life of 
this lease, the Lessees will make complete settlement and pay all 
royalties due the Lessor, for minerals mined and removed during 
the preceding month from said premises and that with each settle-
ment Lessees will furnish Lessor such duplicate bills of lading 
and other invoice information as may be incident to the mining, 
sale and shipment of said mica or feldspar. 


LESSOR EXCEPTS AND RESERVES from the operation of this 
lease all minerals of every kind and description EXCEPT mica and 
feldspar.


IT IS AGREED that no claim of failure of the mica 
or other mineral deposits upon said premises shall be allowed 
in reduction or avoidance of Lessees' obligations hereunder, 
PROVIDED, HOWEVER, that the Lessees shall have the right of 
surrendering the premises and terminating this lease at the 
end of any calendar year upon giving at least ninety (90) 
days prior written notice to the Lessor of such intention, and 
upon such surrender being made attthe end of such year and 
upon such termination . becoming effective, pursuant to such 
notice thereof duly given, the said Lessees shall be relieved' 
of all obligations to pay any rent or royalties for the un-
expired prtion of the term of this lease. 	 - 


IT IS AGREED that the acceptance of royalty by the 
Lessor under the provisions of this lease is to be a credit 
in behqlf of the Lessees but is not to be taken or considered 
as a waiver for any damages Lessor may be entitled to recover 
from Lessees for any breach or breaches that Lessees may make 
of any duty or covenant expressed or reasonably implied in-,  
this lease or as an estoppel against Lessor in this respect.. 


IT IS FURTHER AGREED that all books, records and 
accounts pertaining to the mining operations upon the premises 
described and the removal, sale, and disposition of the mica 
and other minerals are to be open to the inspection of the 
Lessor or its authorized agents or representatives at all 
reasonable times. 


IT IS AGREED that the Lessor, shall have a first and 
valid lien on all minerals mined under the terms of this lease 
and upon all plants and equipment of the Lessees until Lessor's 
royalties have been paid in full and all other provisions of 
this lease complied with, provided that all materials actually 
removed and sold from the premises shall be free of said lien 
as against a bona fide purchaser for value. 


IT IS AGREED that Lessees will conduct their mining 
operations in a business-like workmanlike manner, with due 
regard to Lessor's rights in the mica dnd other minerals, 
deposits and premises, and to.that end the Lessees agree to 
keep and maintain the mines and all partethereof in good and 
sufficient repair and to work and operate said mines in a good
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and skiilftFl manner an' as to work progresses, to keep the 
mines ad clean as reasonably practicable and to keep the mines 
and all parts thereof securely and properly timbered and sup-
ported, and in case of open work, to properly slope the walls 
and banks so as to prevent the same from slipping or falling 
in; that no waste, rubbish or refuse will be dumped, thrown 
or placed in any mine, mine tunnel, cut, shaft, or other 
improper place, and that no waste will be comitted or per-
mitted upon said premises nor avoidable damages done to mines 
or premises. And Lessees fufther agree that they will not 
interfere with, dislocate, remove, damae, or misplace any 
surface monument, mark, stake or other evidence as presently 
set defining the boundaries of said premises, and that it will 
not remove, misplace or change or cause to be removed, mis-
placed or changed any staub or staubs marking property or 
division lines within the mines upon said premises or within 
any shaft, tunnel or other excavation thereof. 


IT IS FURTHER AGREED that Lessees will at all times 
during the life of this lease or any extension hereof maintain 
in proper condition all roads upon said premises suitable for 
hauling.


IT IS FURTHER AGREED that the Lessor, its agents and 
representatives shall at all times have the right to enter into 
the mires and premises for the purposes of inspection and of 
ascertaining if the covenants and agreements of this lease are 
being in good faith complied with, and in the event the Lessor 
should desire to exhibit or show said premises or mines to pros-
pective purchasers or lessees, it is agreed that Lessor shall 
have this right. And it is further agreed that if Lessor so 
desires, it or its successors or assigns, shall have the right 
to maintain at its own expense an employee upon said premises 
at all times to inspect and to observe the manner of said 
mining operations and the accounting of Lessees to Lessor for 
same.


IT IS FURTHER AGREED that any failure on the part 
of Lessor to insist upon strict performance of any of the 
covenants or conditions of this agreement or to exercise any 
option herein conferred in any one or more instances shall 
not be construed as a waiver or relinquishment for the future 
of any of the covenants, conditions, options, and rights accru-
ing to lessor hereunder but all of the same shall be and remain 
in full force and effect. 


IT IS FURTHER AGREED that should the Lessees be 
adjudged bankrupt or insolvent by any court then in such case, 
at the option of the Lessor, this lease shall immediately 
terminate and come to an end and the Lessor shall have the 
right to recover and resume possession of the premises, to-
gether with the royalties and minimum royalties hrein pro-
vided for.


IT IS FURTHER AGREED that upon the termination or 
expiration of this lease, the Lessees shall have the right to 
enter upon said premises and remove its mining machinery and 
equipment, but in no event shall the time limit for the removal 
of said property extend beyond a period of two months from the 
expiration or termination of this lease nor shall said property 
or any part thereof be removed until all the indebtedness and 
obligations which may arise hereunder shall have been fully 
paid.
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AND AGREED that the Lessor 
considered or held liable 
and in no event and under 
ld liable in any way for 
of the lessees, its agents, 


IT IS FURTHER UNDERSTOOD 
is in no sense or in any way to be 
for any operation under this lease 
no circumstances is Lessor to be h 
any d ebt, tort, or other liability 
workmen or employees. 


IT IS FURTHER UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED that in the event 
the Lessees fail well and truly to keep and respect the covenants, 
agreements, duties and condit:.ons of this lease or any of them, 
such breach or default shall immediately, at the option of the 
Lessor, operate as a forefeiture and termination of this lease 
and all of the rights and privileges of the said lessees shall 
at once cease and terminate and all operations under this lease 
shall end at once, and the Lessor shall be at once privileged 
and is hereby authorized to enter upon and take full and 
complete possession of the premises together with the minerals 
that may have been severed and all privileges given the 
Lessees.


IT IS AGREED that this lease shall not be transferred 
or assigned by Lessees without the prior written consent of the 
Lessor and that no right or privilege of the lessees hereunder 
can be assigned, transferred, or sublet by Lessees without such 
written consent of Lessor. 


Nothing in the provisions of this lease is intended 
to abridge or in any way modify the Lessor's right or rights 
in or to any action for the non-performance of the covenants 
of this lease.


the 
IT IS AGREED between the parties that/term of 


this lease shall be five years from the date hereof, or to 
the 7th day of November, 1960, subject at all times to all of 
the conditions, promises, covenants and agreements and provis-
ions for forfeiture herein contained. It is further agreed 
that Lessees shall have the option of extending the term of 
this lease for •a period of five years from the expiration of 
the Deriod hereinabove set forth upon the same terms and 
conditions as herein specified, provided, however, that all 
covenants, promises and agreements hereunder have been ful-
filled by Lessees, and provided further that the Lessees' 
right of option to extend this lease shall, at least thirty 
(30) days before the expiration of the term hereunder, give 
to Lessor thirty days notice in writing of Lessees' intention 
to exercise said option of extension. 


IT IS AGREED that the parties hereto may, by written 
agreement, waive, modify, or change any provision of this lease, 
but no parole waiver, change, or mdification will be claimed 
by Lessees nor will such be effective to alter, modify, or 
change any of the provisions of the same. It is further agreed 
that this paper viriting states the entire contract and agree-
ment between the parties hereto and no change of the same 
shall become binding and effectual unless the same shall be 
reduced to writing, signed by all of the parties hereto, and 
attached to this lease to speak for itself. All agreements 
leading up to the execution of this lease are contained herein 
and are merged into this writing. 


It is further agreed that Lessees will not sell any block mica 
from the herein leased premises other than to the GSA Depot at Spruce Pine, 
N. C.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the party of the first part has 
caused these presents to be signed by Arthur Buchanan, Jr., as 
Agent, and the parties of the second part have hereunto affixed 
their hands and seals, all this the day and year first above 
written.


LAND & MINERAL COMPANY


AA. r) 	 (SEAL) 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, 


COUNTY OF MITCHELL.


flw.	 ,Notary Public 


in and for-the count3' and atate aforesaid, do hereby certify that 
Arthur Buchanan, Jr., as Agent for Land & Mineral Company, and Sam 
K. Vance and wife, Vivian Vance, this day personally appeared before 
me and acknowledged the due execution by them and each of them of 
the foregoing instrument, for the purposes therein expressed. 


Witness my hand and Notarial Seal, this the 1 day of 
November, 19550


Ntary Public 


My commission expires:


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
MITCHELL COUNTY 
0001	 1Y foregom e g c'tiftcate of 


'40^^ -------------------------------- 


C:;'ii?tii; with his offscial seal 


4ttached is adjudgcd to be correct. 
Let the instrument, with the certificates 


be re istered. This the--------- — --------.day of 


'	 sco
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


November 3, 1955 


Re: DNEA 3481 
Vance and Odom Mining Co. 
Birch Mine 
Mitchell Co., N. C., 
$18,864.00 - Mica 


Memorandum 


To:	 L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 N. E. Nelson, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of interim memorandum of Field Team. 


This staged project, as outlined and recommended by the 
examiners, was estimated to cost:--


Stage I	 $ 4,938.00 


Stage II	 6,938.00 


Stage III	 6,988.00 


$18,864.00 


If Stage I work located pegmatite then Stage II work 
would be done. 


If Stage I work did not locate-"pegmatite then Stage III 
work would be done.. The application was denied. 


The work program outlined in the Lynch-Teague memorandum. 
of October, 11, 1955, is not the same as that of the examiners and 
is taken to be a suggested alternate program, and is not put forth 
as a definite proposal. 


Such being the case, no recommendation is made. 


N. E. Nelson
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


HOG SH	 PIFcJ. cLDG.	 REV 
KNOXVILLE 2, TENN.	 OCT 14 955 


October U, 19 


moran&a 


To:	 Operating Comndttee, DMA Washington 


From:	 DNEA Field Team., Region V - cinoxTil1e, Tennessee 


Subject; DEA ..3I81 (mica) Vance & Odom ILning Co. Birch 1ne, 
Mitchell County, N. Co 


Reference is made to your letter of September 22, 19 on 
the subject prperty.  


Apparently considerable confusion exists as to what the 
applications are doing and plan to do, not only between the 'appli.. 
cants and the Government, but among the applicants themselves. 


The applicants have not reconditioned the old vertical 
shaft, but have, as pointed out in the Field Team memorandum dated 
August 30 1 reconditioned an old incline from the surface to a point 
down dip from the place the vertical shaft intersects the inclined 
stops. To date approximately 180200 feet of reconditioning has been 
accomplished* The position of thereconditioning is shown on the 
attached map. 


It is estimated that apoximately 900 feet of incline 
remains to be reconditioned. M estimated 2,90,000 gallons of water 
will have to be removsd, an unknown amount of muck, and tra&hwat.er 
line and air line Installed if reconditioning is extended to the 
bottom. It is estimated that 14.02 hour days willbe needed to 
complete the reconditioning at an estimated cost as foUows 


Hoist lOO,OO 
Compressor & pw 14140100 
Track 67500 
Mx & water lines 67C0 
Labor 3,360e00 
Gasoline and oil 600co 
isceflaneous 2100000


Total 6,lSo.(oo 


After reconditioning is complete, if undertaken, at least 
200 feet of levels should be driven on the most favorable part of the 
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pegmatite. Also the face in the bottom of the incline should be 
advanced at least 50 feet, Esti4ated cost of the level and incline 
wk at	 per foot is OpMeOO. Therefore the total cost of the 
proposed project will be W,900900, 


As the applicant is now in the process of obtaining a lease 
on the adjoining proper tfthe relation of the inclined stops and proei 
posed work to the area under lease cannot be shotm at this time. The 
applicant owns the property around the vertical shaft, Limits of thin 
area are shown on the nap attached to the original examination report 
dated October 6, 19e Also they own mining and during rights on 
the area north of the vertical shaft of unknown extents, but sufficient 
for the purposes


V	 Acting 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
DMEA . REGION V 


I 


1H161 TeagQp Geologist 
U S. Geological Sin'vey


-: 


-Il :'







$eptcLAbC? 2% 1953 


Mr. Robert A Lanveacz, Knotvi110; Tenn0. calling M1. 0 F. L. Knoue 


iI.e: Docket No0 D1A34.1 Mica 
• Vance & Odom Mining Co. 


The Birch Mine. 
Mitchell County; X. C 


Mr. L ence: There seems to be some confusion a t what the Dperd.tcr wants to do. 
Mr0 Lewis Aidridge and hers there also sccic to be a nunber of 
people intcfestcd in this project. Lewis ldridge th the others don't 
want 'Co do that shaft rehabilitation. At some stage of the game they 
Called you and we got a lot er saying, they hid pick up Ule lass on 
the adjoining property. They are thinking of the D2]A work but en the 
property they described in the appliation0 


Mr Knouse: If this body continued down dip don't you think add±tional land should 
be included to protccL the Govo ont's interest? 


Laurence I s 950 Loot down the inclined thaft and Y if ii is to e considered 
em the same property maybe we should. Toaguc will get back nct week and - 


•	 I think th best thing to do is not o do aithing until we see him. Sec 
IC they have changed their minds. 'e-ague has arranged a moot irig with 
them next Tuesday0 e will possibly seth you a memo the latter part of 
ne:th week or the week follcw!ng0 


Mr Knouco Lewis Aidridgo and 3am Vance called 1n on hat and I talked with them 
both and told hem the same thfn regarding the property or additional 
property 2Squirements0 Our letter to you was to c:lain there is a 
difference in the proposal of the Field Team and the prcpccai of the 
operaors0 Therefore; we wrote to let you knew what was geing 'on0 
Apparctly there are so many partners in this venture that they are not 
all in agreement.	 . 


NO. Laurence '-'e will send you a memo o iron out the difference within a couple 

of weeks. I guess there are no more problems on this case, 


UCnouse :gad 9/29/55 
copy to: Admr0	 File 


Mr0 
Mr0 Knonse 
Mr0 Andersen 
Docket
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I ..	 :•	 /UNITED STATES' . 
DEPARTMENT OF THE- INTERIOR 


Qr 3 t8	 DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25 D C	 600 
SEP22 1955 


** 'Robert A. lawromm	 subloatz Doekst lo,	 &*3431 fltc 
z.outite Ottic.r, D&	 ta,te & 0d* Mirthg Co. 


fold Toa*, R.gion V	 The Rircb Kim. 
Rom 33, Post Oftiee 134g.	 NitebsU Coutr, North £io2i 
Kno"Mo 2, ?.essea 


Dear Jfr, Lam'emo.: 


This is with r.ter.ae toyotu" telepions eozw.i'sstion 
with We Reukof Sopt.ber 7., 1955, comerning a ttirth.r i.4 
•**ination of the subj.et projse. 


1fr Lewis Al4ridge t.Iepbom.d this oZcs on, Sete*b.r ], 
s*t i*quired abotzt the status of Ute subject appliestioa. i 


axpl&d to hl* that the field tea* vould visit The Itrek )fim. os 
their "*It trip to that vieieit7 aM report their fiz*iis to this 


0.


ttLee.


AeeoYdiig to W. Aldr.tdge, they plan to ?ehabiUtai the 
- iecli*ed shaft frm the vertical abmtt to the bottea, a distam.e of 


about 950 feat, sad that they hais completed about 250 t.t of tide 
rebebilitatio*. Then from the ieelieed shaft they propose to drift 
sloeg the pegmatitea that ar exposed on the inelias. fle further 
•zp2ained that the indll*ed shaft i*s z'epert.d to have exposed either 
AL diseonascted a series of psgMtits and they plan to drift aloft 
the nest f*vceable exposures from both sides of the isc1ie. As this 
proposal differs soat*t from the cm. 	 u the ti.3* teen 
report of August 30, 1955, vi are fcrvsz'diug it for your imforastion. Cdc. 


to r-0, .00.	 Siam the tnr*ii of this inelined shaft wi3l be several 
E huadred feet tsids of the property, bouaary, W. A1tri40 was *ao 


0	 -05 advised would r.q$r. a lease aM Consent to Lien covering this 
additional lead provided & project to do the wo* be proposed is 
reecMed by your offise. R,-vas alec advised that ouffic tent laM 
should be insladed in the lease so that mone of the proposed wqrk will 
ha closer th*a 150 feet to the bomMsz. 


If your office rsccmaseda an exploration progrui on this 
projeet we will require aims copies of asap skowil3g the proposed 



	


C.)	 vcrk in retatiom to the property bouadary. 


Approvedt	 $ineers1.y 7oursj 


Is! Robert W Geehafl 	
(3 r c	 ' )Imabs3' )ireau of	 ge . Sehrdge 


Operatiug coait N.. E. Ne1sok	 •.	 /	 \	 .	 . t.rtrriiu i rr,	 r i.	 ri	 _/	 \ $*ber, Geologisal 3urvs 
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September 7, 1955\,,-


• Mr. L. G. Houk calling Mr. R. A. Laurence, Knoxville, Tennessee 


Re: Docket No. 914EA-3481 Mica 
Vance and Odom Mining Company 


•	 The Birch Mine 
Mitchell County, North Carolina. 


Mr. Houk: That is a pegrnatite like the Balsam we denied it somJ time ago. The 
reasons were some of the work outside of the contract. Now these boyd 
have gone ahead and rehabilitated the old and we are inclined to 
re-deny it. We wonder if you have too much , objection to that. 


Mr. Laurence: Is there anything new in the last couple of weeks. 


Mr. Houk: They are dewatering it now and they want 75' each way for drifting. We 
are inclined to re-deny that. I was wondering if the field team saw 
anything there.	 0 


Mr. Laurence: Here is a letter from Teague saying we have not changed our minds 
on this deposit and we believe it can be  good producer. It doesn't 
say specifically. Let me ask Dewey Amos on that. Dewey says they had 
it dewatered and they are interested in exploring the strike rather than 
the .dip and they feel it i .e a good bet. 


Mr. Houk: We feel the pegmatite is strong but we doubt If it is too extensive. 
Will they be In the area again before too long. 


Mr. Laurence: Teague is over there this week but does not plan to visit it. 


Mr. Houk: They are going ahead on their own. Can the .boys stop there next week? 


Mr. Laurence: Yes. Dewey says yes. 


Mr. Houk: They will take off what mica they get at easily. Well have another 
look at it. 


Mr. Laurence: Maybe Teague will have another look at it.. Dewey is leaving us, 
He is going to Southern Illinois on. a teaching job We are keeping him 
on WAE over there. Teague may be rather busy on his tripe until we get 
another replacement. 


Mr. Houk:. We can drop Vance and Odom another letter. 


1k.  Laurence: Have them get in touch with Teague. 


LGHouk :gad 9/7/55 - .-	 • 
Copy to: Docket ' 	 •



Nonmetallic Minerals DIvn.
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UNITED S1A1'E1 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


RO SHI @PI §%LDG. 
KNOXVILLE 2, TNN. 	 Sp 


August 30 9 1955 


Kemorandtmv 


To:	 Operating Conuittee, DMEA Washington 


D1EA Field Team, Re.on. V Knoxville, Tennessee 


Subject:	 381(nica ) Vance & Odom Mining Compar 	 Birch Mine, 
tcheU County, N. C, 


This application was denied by letter dated January 209 1955. 
Since that time the p2i tshawedied Xis. 	 the Conpany 
and have done considerab16- rconditioning work, at their expense. 


Acccrding to a telephone call from Yr. Aldridge ., August 189 
1955, he had visited . Knouss' s office and discussed the possiMlitv 
of securing Th1EA assistance on the deposit, Hr. Aldridge 
assistance could be cisidered only after adequate justification was., 
provided.


On August 23, 1955 the field examiners visited the Birch 
Mine, accompanied by Vance and Odom and inspected the reconditioning 
completed to date. Accomplishments consist of removing dwnp and the 
caved po. of an old Incline and cleaning out, timbering, and installing 
traclUn approximately 150 feet of incline. Reconditioning has progressed 
to water level which is approximately the 3605-foot level. This is 
slightly down dip from the point where the vertical shaft intersects the 
incline.


The Operators apparently plan to continue reconditioning the 
incline to the level of the old sump (358C.foot level), then drive a 
drift to the northeast along the pegmatite. Point of turns-off of the 
drift from the incline will be about 200 feet from the incline portele 
The reason for the drift to the northeast from the 3580-foot level is 


101d Timers" report that good mica was left in this area when the 
deposit was worked during Worn War II, This statement is also made in 
the November 9, 1943 report on the mine by the U. S. G.S, 'Whether or 
not additional work was done in this area after 19I3 is not knotm. 


We believe the Operators undertook the task of reopening 
this mine so as to take advantage of the "B" purchase program as it has 
functioned since about April 1, 1955, Since G. S. A has announced 
they will change this program in a short time to essentially the same
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program as was in effect prior to. April 1, 1955, the Operators apparently 
think that they have undertaken a to costly program. Therefore, they, 
are asking for MEAL help,-<' 


The Field Team has not changed their opinion as to the 
merits of this deposit. We believe that this deposit can be ayroducer 
of significant amount of strategic mica. 


If further consideration is given to this application, te 
recoimend two 7-foot drifts, one as planned by the applicants and 
another to the southwest from the same level, 	 Costs estimates as 
given in the October 6, 194 examination report are applicable, 1. e0, 
3.00 per foot for drifts Apparently all dawatering and reconditionew 


1mg will be completed by the time action can betaken on the requested 
assistance,


v. J.Ucyn4' Acting. 
cecutive officer, DMA 


Field Team, Region V 


K. H. Teag, ologist 
U. S. Geological Survey 


1
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1 7	 Docket Copy 


Surname: 


UNITED STATES 
'THE INTERIOR DEPARTMENT OF 


h'3	 DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25 D C 600 


JAN 2 0 1955 


Saa L Vance 
Vance & (flou Mining Co. 
Joxl 
P1a*tree, North Carolina


e: Docket No. DMEk..3481 Utaa

Yaaee & Olc* Mining Co. 
The Birch Mine 
MiteheU County, North Carolina 


Dear Ne. Vane.: 


Tow applisation for a]4 for an exploration pzojeet 
and other reports available to us in Washington relating to the 
subj set property have been red.md. 


The proposed program to rehabilitate the lower adit, 
dvanee it to the Birb stop., and explore the intert.diate 


ground by long-'bole drilling hoping to encounter a parallel 
shoot is riot sitffjeisntly pr*tsing to justify Government par-
ticipation.  We regret to advise you, under these cirmastanses, 
that your applisation for exploratien assistansø is denied. 


We deb to thank you for your interest in the Def.nse 
Minerals Progran and for bringing your property to our attention. 


$inesrely yours, 


0 Mitteno 


Azinistrator 


LGHouk.gad 12/21/54 
Copy to Adrcxr i. File 


Docket 
Operating Committee 
Field Team, Region V 
1"ir. Da.ecrich, 3061 
HL Kailsgaard, 5222


­10 


1,,k+-..Houi
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


3
	 DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25, D.C.	 600 


January 19, 1955 


Memorandum 


To:	 Administrator 


From:	 Nonmetallic Minerals Division 6^^ 
Subject: A denial of exploration assistance and summary report. 


By: Lawrence G. Houk 


1. Docket No. DME-3481 - Mica 
Property: The Birch Mine 


Mitchell County, North Carolina 


Applicants: Vance & Odom Mining Co. 
Box 15, Plumtree, North Carolina 


Application: Form NF-103 received September 10, 1954. 
Work proposed: Two stages - Stage I, 75 feet of adit 


and follow with either Stage II or Stage III. 
Stage II, 50 feet of raise or incline. Stage III, 
300 feet of drill holes. 


Estimated cost by Field Team $6,98.00 
Amount requested by applicant 44,746.28. 
No contract: Application denied. 


2. Comments: 


Work proposal - 


Geologic premise: To search for parallel shoots 
immediately adjacent to old stope. 


(a) The existing 350 foot adit to be rehabilitated 
and extended 75 feet to the east wall of the 
old stope. There is some question this work may 
have been completed. Olsen states that the 
mining subsequent to May 1944 was conducted 
through a new incline or drift. 


Recommendations: 


Denial as the possibilities of a parallel shoot of mica 
seem remote. A discussion with Jerry Olsen, who mapped this 
mine in 1944, concurred in the above statement. The target 
size does not justify the rehabilitation expenditure. That 
a small amount of mica remains in the walls is granted, but







.. 


it is not felt the expenditure of exploration funds is 
justified to make it available for mining. An evalua-
tion of the Field Team report indicated denial and we 
requested supporting data to justify exploration for a 
parallel shoot. The Field Team failed to provide any 
supporting data on the geological probability that a 
parallel shoot might exist adjacent to the old stope. 
While the Field Team and both commodity men have recom-
mended a project, the Nonmetallic Minerals Division does 
not concur and recommends denial.







OF


	 41 
UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERICR, 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


KNOXVILLE 2, TENN 


January 10, 195 


Memorandum 


To:	 Operating Committee, DMEA. - Washington 


From:	 Field Team, D. N. E. A. - Region VII 


Subject: DI€A-3481 (mica) Vance & Odom Mining Co. Birch Nine 


Reference is made to your letter of Janaury 3, 195 
on the subject application. 


The field examiners report contained all information 
available concerning the extent of the adit at this mine. W. b• 
Flynt ., the last operator of the mine, reported to the examiners 
that the adit did not connect with the old workings and that to 
the best of his knowledge no work had been done in it since the 
map that was attached to the report was prepared. 


The examiners do not know, and no one contacted who had 
been connected with the previous operation seemed to know whether 
or not the "shoot" pinches out completely east of the area worked. 
The only suggestion that another "shoot" exists, is the presence 
at the surface of two rather large dumps east of the dump that 
came from the large incline stope. These openings were made on 
or near the pegmatite outcrop. Relations of the pegmatite outcrop, 
lfoot pegmatite exposed in the adit, and the main Birch pegmatite 
are not known, although it is thought that they are all the same 
pegmatite. A map prepared by the U. S. G. S. on October 25, 1943 
suggests to a certain extent, that this correlation may be correct. 


We realize the above fails to answer many of the points 
presented in your letter. However, the problems are covered as well 
as possible with the data available. Our information is based 
almost entirely on the Geological Survey reports and naps by Olson., 
Frykiund and Larrabee, dated October 24, 1943 and May t, 1944. 


4RoberotA. aurence 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
DMEA REGION VII 


4r. e9 3) 
Win. A. Beck, for V. J. Lynch 
U. S. Bureau of Nines







'Pr
DOCKET FILE 


I /	 Surname: 


UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


3	 DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25 D.C.  


JAN -.3 1955 


W. Robert A. Ianrezise 	 $ubj.st: Dodet 10. DMZ&401 - Mica 
Zxssutive Wiser,$ DL	 tan.. & cam Idniag Co. 
71e34 Tees, Region VII	 Th. aire 141a 
Rocs ]3, Poet (tie. B34g.	 J4itehell County, 4orth C&rOlina 
Knozvi.U. 2, Tennssse 


Iar J'. l4urenue z 


Reference is made to the field tea* sx*ination report 
of October 60 194, concerning the, subject propertye 


The , field teas ?eceecnds * contract to .alore the 
block of ground east of the incitne with the hope that other 
parallel aicarich shoots ny be encountered. Ware inclined to 
deny the ap Ucation because the adit nay already have been driven 
to explore this area and ths, lack of geological support for a 
possible parallel sic* zone. It would be ap redated if you could 
furnish acre infornation regarding the geological criteria upon 
ibi.k V110 presis. of occurrence of parallel ales shoots is basede 


The report and the amp and especiany the. er.s.cticns 
shows on the nap indicate that the Birch Mine pegnatito thins out 
and poss04 disappears along the east wall or the stoçe. We do 
not have a clear picture of the geological atl'ueture i* the area 
cast of the ained out psatit., We also lack f*fotiou on the 
attitndea sad relations between the pegeatito outcropping on the 
surfaca, the l..Va toot pegnatite reported to exist in the edit, 
awl the attn Birch Mine pegnatiteo It seess that the chance for 
discovery of a sisa producing pegnatito is no better hero Van arty 
other area lacking the n.eessary supporting geologtca3 nvideue. 


Letion on the subject application will not be taken mtI1 
we hear free you again. Possibly the field teas has intcrnatioa 
not contained in the report that will .asble ns to ask. * better 
evelattios of the proj.st.


1Ancere27 yours, 
pprovsd z 


3. H. Hedges
George Cr Se!1'rTIg 


ribor H Kiilsgaarl	 Ohslrasn, *rati*g Ocesittee 
Copy to:	 File 


Docket 1V 


Cerating Committee 
WCAndersón:ad'. 12/28/54	 Mr. Kiilsgaard:, 5222 


Mr. Dietrich, 3061	 U % 
Mr. Houk
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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF MINES 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


December 9, 1954 


Memorandum 


To:	 Nonmetallic Minerals Division 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 Chief, Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials Branch 


Subject: DIVIEA.-3 11.81 (mica) 


pplicant: Vance and Odom Mining Company 


Name and Location of Property: Birch Mine 
Mitchell County, North Carolina 


Date of Field Team Report: November 9, 1954 


Date Rec'd. by Ceramic & Fertilizer Mtls. Br.: November 19,. 1954 


I4	 floøm	 rl 0+ 4 fY S 


1. Approval of a three-stage exploration project. 


Comments:


1. Strategic quality mica has been produced from this 
mine in the past. 


2. Proposed exploration is in line with other DNEA projects 
in this area and costs are estimated to total $6,988 for the three-
stage project. 


Recommendation: 


I concur in the field team's recommendation for a three-
stage project in the amount of $6,988. 


W. F. Dietrich







OF	 IN REPLY REFER TO: 


frn• 


UNITED STATES 
CL


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY	 !OV1 9 954 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


November 18, 1954 


Re: DEA-3481 
Vance & Odom Mining Co 
(Birch Mine) 


/	 Mitchell Coo, Ni C 
Memorandum	 $6,988 Mica 


To:	 L4 G Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 E L Newcomb, U S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of Field Team examination report 


The applicant requested assistance for bulldozing and 100.. 
200 feet of drifting 


The Field Team has recommended a two-stage project for 
approval. Stage I will involve rehabilitation of 3563 level and 75 
feet of drifj4ng to intersect old workingsi If no pegmatite is 
encountered a second stage will be used allowing 300 feet of hemmer 
drill holes and 50 feet of crosscut or drift to explore pegmatite 
cut by hazrmier holes. On the other band, if pegmatite is encountered 
by Stage I, then the second stage of work will consist of 50 feet of 
raising or winzing on the pegmatite. 


The proposed staged project appears to have geologic merit, 
and I recommend this applicp.tion be approvedo 


e 
$1 Z4 KAM-0 


E. L. Newcomb







OF


UNITED STATES

 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


•	 DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


FOQ1MSH IRO4WJ OELDGO 
KNOXVILLE 2, TgN1


November 9, 1914 


1morandumt" 


To:	 Operating Committee, MA Washington 


Field Team, DMA - Region VII 


Subject: Field Examination Report on DNEA .31481, Vance & Ckon Mining Co. 
(mica) 


Transmitted are 14 copies of the Field Examiners report, 


with six extra copies of the map on the subct mine. This report 


recommends exploration assistance in which the Field Team concurs. 


Also attached is a copy of a part of a deed which gives; 


• the applicants rights to the area around the portal of the lowest 


adit. This property was acquired in 19142 when work was begun on the 


adit, mainly for dumping purposes. The Field Team is of the opinion 


that the property rights of the applicants are adequate for the 


proposed project.


'g T-t 
K. H.  ie!gues &r R. A. Laurence 


EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
DMEA REGION VU 


Win. A. Beck for V. 
U. S. Bureau of Nines


Reviewed by 


DMEA OPERATING COMMITT
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
AVE. COUNTh	 ..	 "	 :.	 V 	


V V,	
"V 


This Deed Made this 29th day of June 1912, by John G. Phillips oZ Avery 


County and State of North Carolina, of the first part, to David T. Vance of 
V 	 Avery County and State of North Carolina, 'of the second part  


V WITNESSETHs 
V 


That said party of the first part in consideration V of Fifteen' V 	


V V 


(]. ,oO) Dollars, to	 - paid by said part of the second part, the 


receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, has bargained and sold, and by these presents 


V 	 does' bargain,, sell and-convey to.the said David-T. Vance his heirs and assigns, a 


V 	 certain tract or parcel of land in Avery 'County, State' of North Carolina, 'adjoining. 


the land Of the above said John' G. Phillips and bounded as 'follows, viz: 


V Sitte 'on the south side of the three acre 
mineral tract covering Birch Mica Mine, containing 	 '. . 


V 	 V 	


' 
one acre for dumping purposes.	 . V.	 V 	 ,.. V 


V


	


	 To have and: to. hold the aforesaid tract or parcel of land, and all., 


privelegee and appurtenanceshèreto belonging, to the said party of the neoond 


parts  his heirs ' and assigns, to their only use and behoof forever.  


V 	 ' 	 And the 'said part of the first part for, -sel' 	 and heirs, 


executors and administrators, covenant 	 with said 	 heirs 


and assigns
.


'-that he 	 '	 V ' , 
seized of said premises in fee,' and 'has right 


to convey the sane in fee simple; that the same are free and clear from all 


encumberances, and that 	 do	 hereby forever warrant and will forever 


defend the' said title to' the sane against the claims of all persons who?oaver. 


In ' Testimony Whereof, the said John , G. Phillips has hereunto set his hand 


and a],' the day and year first above written.  


S/a J. 0. Phillips


(seal), 


0  


P.	 V 	 " . 	


' ' ' 	 "• 	 V 	 ' 	 . 	 ' 	 V 	 ' 


V 	 cc:  
Operating Corn.  
Beck,'  
Lynch  


Laurence
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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bI/1er
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DEFENSE. ]MINERALS EXPLORATION ADUNISTRATION 


REPORT OF EXANINATION BY FIELD TEAM, REGION VII 


D3l8l BIRCH NINE (Ni 
Mitchell County, N. .C. 


By 


K. H. Teague and D. H. Amos, Gelogists 
U. S. Geological Survey 


and 
Wm. A. Beck and L. E. Shirley, Mining Engineers 


U. S. Bureau of Nines 


October 6, 19


Reviewed by

DMEA OPERATING COMMIE 


—ZJL d e'^)^	
-C^ 
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FIELD EXAI".[LNATION REPORT
	


/ 
ON 


DNE181, BIRCH NINE (mica) 


Applicant: Vance and Odom Mining Co., c/o Sam K. Vance, Box 1$, Plumtree, N C. 


The Birch Nine has been one the largest producers of mica in the 
Spruce Pine District, Only one mica bearing "shoot" has been fond, 
though the peatith is known to etan	 tit'm?rd from the eitinr 
The einc	 be 	 that e,p1ortion assistance is justified to tttLr2pt 
to locate another micabearing zone east of the existing workings. 


The deposit was examined on October 6, 1954. Nessra. Sam K. 
Vance and Sam Odom accompanied the examiners on the inspection which 
quired two hours, In addition to the inspection, several people were 
tacted wht had been familiar with the mining operation, 


The Birch Nine is 3 miles northwest of Sr, in Mitchell County 
North Carolina, It is accessible by an all weather road up Henson Creek, 


The applicants are coetent to conduct the proposed project, The 
proty is owned by Sam K. Vance, area of which is sufficient for the pro!! 
posed project. Property lines which are in the area of the proposed work 
are shown on the attached nap, 	 - 


There are no surface faciities on the property. The attached 
U. S • G S. map shows the extent of woik ings as of Nay L., 19W From 
available reports work was continued without interruption until 1947  
Apparently the "shoot" was followed a],ong essentially the same angle and 
direction as shown on 'the map for approximately %O feet beyond t area 
shown on the map, Therefori, the incline from which almost all niicahas been 
obtined is etimated to be approximately 750 feet in length. 


The following description of the pegmatite is taken from an un-
published U. S. G. S. manuscript report by J. C. Olson: 


"The Pe gmatite body is conformable with the foliation of its well 
rocks Abrupt chenges in thickness and in dip ("rolls") are the gencra1 
rule. The shape of the pegi ti.te in the old origini workings i no knour, 
but that exposed in the accessible workings may best be described as two 
large lenses aligned in a direction nearly due south and pitching downward at 
an angle of 27 degrees, The upper lens has a maximum thickness of at least 
25feet the lower probably about IL feet. The upper lens was encounterea 
at the base of the 100fod shaft, and las mined down the pitch until, its 
thickness was as little qS 10 inched, The lower lens, developed entrely"in 1943s succeeded the upper at this point. The average thickness removed in 
mining the lower lens is 1012 feet, but its thicbe in the lowest heading 
at the time of napping was only about 3 feet, The pegmatite was removed to 
the footwall at almost all points, but not always to the hanging waU







o


	
1- 


"The above description of the pegmatite as two main irregular lenses 
is trite only for the portion mined out thus fare Theopes have the shape of 
two irregu]ar lenses, but the extent of the pegnat:te beyond, the walls o: the 
etopes is not known The walls both up and down-dip and along the strike 
expose oeçrratite at all points In place -s this pegmatite is as much es 12 
feet thick, suggesting that the pegmatite body as* a whole is more or less 
tabular in form, extdnding outward along the strike from the stopes, and tbet 
the stopes merjly delineate the rpi..ca'rich portion of the body..In the devel 
opment of the rthe, a rather uniform pitch has been followed, as shown on the 
longitudinal sectione The isicarich portion has not been copletel üned outs 
for coarse mica blocks have been left on the walls of the stopes at some 
points. These will be removed later and night possibly load to oilier mica 
shoots if the pegmatite actually continues as a tabular body 


"The "rolls" inthe hanging and foot—walls can be correlated with the 
changes in thickness of the pegmatite body. Where the hanging wall contact 
dips steeply or vertical, the pegmatite may be expected to thin downward; 1ireve. 
the hanging wall is relatively flat, the pegmatite body may be expected to 
thicken downmrd.	 ingm 13	 The. 
changes in dip of the footwall do not take place directly opposite the changes 
in the hanging wall, causing the thicken4ing and thinning. This is best 
shcrn at the point where work teased in 1929. A steep hanging wall caused the 
pegmatite to thin; thickening of the pegmatite took place when the hanging 
wall contact flattened	 similar thinning of the pegmatite with a steep 
hanging wall was taking place in the heading at the time the mine was studied 
but it is probable that thickening will take place at greater depth, The 
thiccening and thinning, wnich has had an important effect on mining, is shown 
on the cssection3 accompanying this report." 


'The pegmatite is composed of oligoclase, quartz, muscovite, micro—
cline, and small amounts of garnet, apatite, epidote, and t hulite, Graphic 
intergrowth of quartz and feldspar was found on the dump, buns rare, Four 
types of pegmatite are distinguished& 


11 (1) Barren oligoclase pegniatite, composed almost entirely of coarse 
oligoclase crystals, with a very little quartz, fine mica, and garnet. Mot 
of the pegmatite mined in 2.943 has been of this composition," 


11 (2) Sheet mica—bearing pegmatite occurs near the center, or slightly 
nearer the footwall, of the pegmnatite mined in ' l9I,3, The mica zone is one to 
three feet thick commonly, It is composed of muscovite in coarse blocks a 
foot or more across,oligoclase, and quartz, A block of mica reported to weigh 
more then 600 lbs. was mined in the summer of 1943 The blocks within the 
main mica zone are oriented at random, 


"(3) Gray quartzoligoclase pegmatite is erratically distributed 
through the pegmatite mined in 1943, It is composed of blue-grey quartz with,
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variable amounts of fine-grained oligocla see In the southernmost heading,, 
this zone is as much as 5 feet thick. It is the general rule that where this quartz .-oljgoclase zone is present in the pegmatite, the mica zone is de- -- 
finitely leaner than otherw-ise This is the case in the southernmost heading 
and is one of the. reasons for abandonment of work for the present in this 
heading. The coarsest mica blocks and the thickest mica zone are found in the 
center of pegmatite -composed of mostly 


ta	 oligoclase (type 1); less mica has been 
obtained where type 3 is presents 


"(4) P.. coarse-grained mixture of microcline, quartz, and oligocla 
makes up the entire exposed thickness of the pegmatite body at the base of 
the 100.-foot shaft. This is unlike any pegmatite mined in 1.943 2 in which micro- cline is very scarce or lacking0 The cçn'aae pegmatite at the base of the shaft 
is composed of relatively fine-grained oligoclase, quartz in irregular masses 
one to as much as 5 feet thick, and fairly coarse micro dine 0 The plagioclase is white and kaolirijzed 0 -Mica is small and irregularly distributed through 
this pegmatite, mostly associated with quartz, and some of it has "A" structure." 


"The earliest history is no(known, but about 1900 Steve Green, 
W. 


C Green, and D. L Young operated the mine. The earliest work was surfieial, 
along the outcrop of the mica.-rich zone which was probably only 100 .-I50 feet in 
length. Later work was by drifts, adits, and shafts, The Steve Green shaft, 
presumably sunk about 1900, is now obscured by later dump. As work progressed, the mica shoot was found to be roughly pipe-like iniTorm, putching about 250 southward into the hi l lside. The mine was probably idle most of the time 
following the Oteve Green operation, but was worked during the World War and-
until 1920, A shaft 100 feet deep was sunk to intersect the pitching pegmatite 
near the bottom of the old workings 6 J0 E Burle son operated the mine during'- 
this period. Mining from the shaft was resumed in 1929 by the McKinney bethers, 
who abandoned the mine soon at a point where the pegmatite was only 10 inches; 
thick."


"n June, 1942, Jack Keller, Ira Vance and John Ellis began driving a new adit, whic'h is still unfinished 0 In November 1942, work in the adit was: 
stopped in favor of cleaning out the old 100foot shaft, After the bottom of 
the old workings was reached, the pegmatite was found to thicken downard, and 
a rich mica zone was encountered 8 The 1943 'work has all been from this shaft. For hoiting, a rough track of logs laid along the floor of the stope, and a cylindrical bucket dragged on its side about 200 feet up the inclined track and 
then vertically up the 100-foot Shaft. Work has also been resumed in the lowest 
adit, which is now 235 feet long. The purpose of this adit is 


to provide another entry to the mine and for drainage, but will not be used for hoisting," 
The best information available does not indicate that the lowest adit (3563 level on attached map) was ever completed, although the last 100 feet of the adit completed prior to Nay 194!. was on a thin pegmatite, 


On October 17, 1941 the operators were notified by the Colonial Mica Corporation thatthe mica from the Birch Mine was none-ruby in color, thus would no longer be bought under the purchase program*'-rogram0 The operation was continued by







S 


Ira Vance and W. S Flynt until 19 I 7 at which time it was ebandoned 


According to Flynt mica i çres r t in tae bottom of the incline. He 
states that mica valued at approxi.;eiT 	 0,000 s oI i. to	 f:1 
after-1944. During World War II, 6o,00 pounds of mica s sold to th 
Coloal Mica Corporation for 4271,77438, 


This application is not directed toward reopening the old inclines 
The applicants desire to explore the block of ground east of the incline with 
the hope that other parallel mica—rich shoots may be enuntered. The 
field examiners believe that this approach has merit, thus we recommend the 
following exploration program: 


The lowest adit (3563-foot level) is approximately 350 feet long, the 
last 100- feet of which follows a thin pegmatite (probably the Birch pegmatite) 
The portal of this adit is àaved for an unknown distance (probably less than 
100 feet), According to the best information aailabie, this adit was not 
driven beyond the position shown on the map, thus its head is about 75 feet 
east of old workings. The examiners believe that the easist, fastest, and 
most economical method of exploration is to conduct work from the ed sting adit. 
This would involve cleaning put and timbering portal of adit for an unknown 
d.istance installing track, water and air lines, and a ventilating system in 
existing adit; and advancing present face to point of intersection with old 
workings (75 ft), If no pegmatite containing commercial grade mica is 
encountered by new advance in the adit, long jackhammer drill ho]as should be 
driven in both the foOtwall 'and hanging wall at 15-foot intervals from the 
point of pegmatite intersection to old works. If pegmatite is intersected by 
these holes, crosscuts should be driven from the adit to check the mica mmmmbm 
content of the pegmatite* 


Should pegmatite containing commercial mica be encountered by 
advancing the ecLstingdit, inclines or raises should he driven on it to 
check its character. 


Estimated Cost ; 	 Stage I 


Clean out, timber, install track, airline, and ventilating systen in 
existing 350—foot adit ( 25 shifts), 


Labor:
1 Miner timberman @ 1,50/1,r,	 .3000O 
1 Helper	 L25/ h	 '250o00 
21 Laborers. ) $1/hr,	 110000 


Equipment (rental) 
Blower for ventilating system	 25/M© 0.	 31,25 


Supplies; 
350 feet track	 per ft 0	 231,00 
350	 air & water line 67V/ft,	 262.50 


4-







S 


Supplies (conttd) 
-Tirnber.9, 3000 BF0 
Hose for ventilating systen 35 0 ft 


. l/ft. 
Small tools 
Miscellaneous 


Drive 75 feet of adit (30 shifts)


l9500  


35000 
75.00  


_5 fl2 200.0/ 


75OO 
2500 


- 130O 


360.00 
300.00 
480,00 


360.00 
37.50 


TooThouse 
Powder Magazine 
Exploder 


Labor: 
1 Miner @ 
1 Helper 
2 Laborers @ UeOhre 


Equipment (rental) 
Conressor, dri11,jackle t 240/1'o, 
Blower (i 25/Moo 


Supplies 


Track (75 £t) .66j per ft.	 4950 
Pipe (75 ft.) © ,75j " "	 56,25 
Explosives	 22540 
Drill steel	 150,00 
Gasoline and oil	 150,00 
Small tools	 100.00 
Miscellaneous, etc.	 3.50600 
Social Security, Insurances etc, 	 206.75 


Estimated total cost Stage I	 $4938,00



STAGE II 


If commercial pegmatite is encountered in Stage I, drive 50 feet 
of raise or incline on its 


Estimated cost; 
50 ft. of raise or incline$40/ft., 


	


Estimated cost of Stages I & II.,,... 	 869938,00



STAGE, III 


•	 If no commercial pegatite is encountered in Stage I, drill 300 fte 
of drill holes on 15 foot centers from	 last 150 feet of adit







20 15foot drill holes) $1,00/ft	 3CO00 


If .pegmatite is encoimtered by the holes, drive not more than 
SO feet of crosscut or drift to explore these pegnatites 


50 ft of crosscut and drift @ 35/ft	 JL75000 


Estimated Cost of Stags III,	 290508OO 


Estimated Cost of Stages I ' LII	 6 6988OO 


October 6 3 195


K. H Teague and D. H. Amos, Geologists 
U. S. Geological Survey 


and 


Win, A. Beck, and L. E. Shirley, Mining Engineers 
U. S. Bureau of Hines,
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


BUREAU OF MINES 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


\ 'fl 


September 28, 195 


Memorandum 


To:	 Nonmetallic Minerals Division 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 Donald B. Irving, Acting for Chief, Ceramic and 
Fertilizer Materials Branch 


Subject: DMEA-3481 (mica) 


Applicant: Vance & Odom Mining Company 


Name and Location of Property: Birch Mine 
Mitchell County, North Carolina 


Date Application Rec'd. by Ceram. & Fertilizer Mtls. Br.: 9/13/54 


Comments:


1.. Bureau of Mines records show that a monthly average 
of $9,301.80 worth of mica was sold to Colonial Mica from subject 
mine from May-Sept. 1944. 


2. On the basis of past production, this mine possibly 
merits an examination, to determine if an exploration program is 
justified. 


Recommendation: 


It is recommended that the field team visit this mine 
when in that vicinity to ascertain if an exploration project is 
justified. If so, the field team and applicant should agree on 
a definite plan of exploration on a unit-cost basis. 


Donald R. Irving I







OF


	


.
	


IN REPLY REFER TO: 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR



GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
WASHINGTON 25. D.C.	 P 


September 15, 19514 


Memorandum' 


REVIEW OF APPLICATION DEA-3481 (Mica) 


To:	 L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 
From:	 E. L. Newcomb, U. S. Geological Survey 
Applicant's name and address: Sam K. Vance, Plumtree, N. C. 
Name of property: The Birch Mine 
Location of property: 3 miles NW of Spear, N. C. 
Stwmary of applicant's proposal: 


Bulldozing - (unspecified amount) 
Tunnel - 100-200 feet 


Total cost -- $14,746 
Sources of information on applicant's property: 


U.S.G.S. Open-file report -- 19 144 , The Birch Mine, 
Mitchell County, North Carolina, by J. C. Olson 


1. Birch mine in operation intermittently for 50 years. 


2. Peg enclosed in hornblende gneiss and varies in thick-
ness from 8-15 feet. 


3. It is zoned with most mica found in middle of pegmatitè 
body. 


4. Old workings indicate mica zone pitches 27° southward. 


5. Production in 19143 was largely light rum mica of 
strategic quality. 


Comments: In light of the favorable record of production from this 
mine during World War II, this property probably merits 
DMEA assistance. 


RECOMMENDATION: I recommend the application be referred to the 
Field Team for review, possible examination, and their 
recommendation.


2. . 
E. L. Newcomb
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UNITED, STATES.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 



WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


$pternber 13, 1954 


Memorandum 


To:	 Executive Officer, DMEA Field Team, Region vii 


From:	 Chief, Operation's Control and Statistics Division 


Subject: Assignment of Docket Number 


There is listed below the assigned docket number to 


an application recently received from Region VII, 


PMEA - 3181 Vance & Odom MnCo. 


Robert E. Adams, 
Chief, Operation's Control 
and Statistics Division 


Interior—Duplicating Section, Washington, D. C. 	 66643







Vance & Odora '1ining (ky. 
Boz1 
PituAtree, N..


Septeinbex' 13, 19 
Subj ct 
Re The Bfrch Vafle 


o 


U


entienien 


•August 3 1 19i 
The receipt of your application dated 


for exploration assistance under the Defense Production Act of 1950, 


as amended, is hereby acknowledged. 	 D•81 
Your app1igfl	 .	 c1t Number 


and referred to the 


Kindly refer to 


relating to your application.


in any future correspondence 


Sincerely yours, 


Interior--Duplicating Section, Washington, D. C.
	 44994







I 
UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


ROOSH$ChDG0

KNOXVILLE 2, TENN. 
September 8 194


b.	 .


•1 


10 1 954 


Memorandum 


To:	 Operating Committee ., DNEA Washington 


From	 Field Team, DNEA — Region VII Knoxville 


Subject: Applications Vance & Odon Fining Co, Plumtree, N. C,

Birth Mine, Mitchell County ) N. C 


Enclosed are 3 copies of the subject applications received 


in this office today. We are keeping the fourth copy, 


As the geologic map mentioned in item 1c is available 


in the Geological Survey files both here and in Washington, we are 


returning the applicants map, The map accompanies a report by 


J. C. OLSon dated May U, 1944, and is a revision of an earlier map 


dated October 25, 1943,


Robert A. Laurence 
EXECUTIVE OEFICER 
DMEA REGION VII 


A. Beck.0 for V. J. Irnch 
U. S. Bureau of Mines











UNITE TATES DEPARTMENT OF THE IP RIOR &0.' 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRkTION 


fl uf Biueau No 42-R1U35 2' q; 


2 iO54 


APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN

EXPLORATION PROJ ECT, PURSUANT TO

DMEA ORDER . 1 UNDER THE DEFENSE 



PRODUCTION . ACT OF 19501 AS AMENDED


Not tp be filled in by applicant 


Docket No. --------------
Metal or Mineral ....... I7 .It2 A ------------------ 
Date Received -------------------
Estimated Cost 
Participation (Government %) 


INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Name of applicant.—(a) State here your full legal name, ip the form in.wkich you will wish to contract, and your 


mailing address: ------------- Vce&.ONinii1JO------------ --i..PartnerSn--lP 


•----------------------' 	 ----------- --------------------------------------------------- -/ 
-----------_Q_ --- lina ------------------------------•------ 


(b) If other than an individual, add to your name above whether a corporation, partnership, etc., and the name of the State 
in which incorporated or otherwise organized. 


(c) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names, and addresses of officers. 
(d) If. a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of 	 jartners.. 


Sam K Vance Plumtree N C 	 i1umtreee N C 
2. General.—Read DMEA Order 1, "Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects," before completing this application. 


Submit this application and all accompanying papers in quadruplicate (four copies), 'with your name and address on each 
sheet of the application and on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required 
information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number. 
Comply with all applicable instructions; or, if not applicable, so state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration 
Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., or with the nearest field executive officer thereof. 


3. Applicant's property rights.—(a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all 
land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and excluding any land or interest in land which is 
not to be included in the exploration project contract 	 ----- -chestnuts —ndin--- - —tN of 


20 
E6 .pol taatakehn	 5i2LPP1	 oence 


i 6a 3-7 ---l  the--I 	 QQn Laj - three icr.e--more or lee 


(b) State any mine name by which the property is known. 	 The Birch Nine 
(c) State your interest in the la d, whetheiZ owtierle ee, purchaser under contract, or othe ise 


_____________________________________________________________________---------------------------- 
(d) If you are not the owner, submit with this application a copy of the lease, contract, or other document under which 


you control the property. 


(e) If you own the land, describe any liens or encumbrances on it -------------------- Ilone. ---------------------------------------------- 


(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the description' above, the book and page numbers for each recorded 
location notice.  


4. Physical description.—(a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being 
conducted upon the land, including , existing 'mine workings and production facilities. State your interest, if any, in such 
operations. Also describe accessibility of mine workings for examination purposes. 


(b) State past and current production, and ore reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades. 
(c) Describe the geologic features of the property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, etc.), and your 


reasons for wishing to explore. Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part 
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, indicating on each 
whether you require its return to you. 


(d) State the facts with respect to the accessibility of the project: Access roads, distances to shipping, supply and residence 
points.	 . 


(e) State the availabilityo  manpower, materials, supplies, equipment, water, and power. 	 16-66551-1







.'.. 


5. The exploration project.—( O,,ate the mineral or minerals for whichyou wis	 explore --------------------- ------&--------- 
------------------ ------------------------------------- 


(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map, or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if needed) 
of any present mine workings, and the location of the proposed exploration work as related. to such features as contacts, 
veins, ore-bearing beds, etc.,.. 	 .	 ' 


(c) The work will start within ------------days and be completed within ------------months from the date of an exploration 
project contract. 


(d) State the operating experience and background of the applicant with relation to the ability to carry out such explo-
ration project, and also that of the person or persons who will supervise the operations. 


6. Estimate of costs.—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you will have to use a separate sheet), 
under the following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project: 


(a) Independent contracts.— (Note.—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write "none" 
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work in subsequent 
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in 
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard 
of material moved, etc.). 


(b) Labor, supervision, consultants.—Include an itemized schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees 
for necessary labor, supervision and engineering and 'geological consultants.  


(c) Operating materials and supplies.—Furnish an itemized list, including items of equipment costing less than $50 each, 
and power, water and fuel. 


(d) Operating equipment.—Furnish an itemized list of any operating equipment to be rented, purchased, or which is owned 
and will be furnished by the Operator, with the estimated rental, purchase price, or suggested use-allowance based on present 
value, as the case may be. 


(e) Rehabilitation and repairs.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary initial rehabilitation or repairs 
of existing buildings, installations, fixtures, and movable operating equipment, now owned by the Operator and which will be 
devoted to the exploration project. 


(f) New buildings, irnprovernents,, installations.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary buildings, fixed 
improvements, or installation to'-be purchad, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project.  


(g) Miscellaneous.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not, 
including initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator's equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmen's compensation 
and employers' liability insurance, and payroll taxes. 


(h) Contingencies.—Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated,above. 
N0TE.—No items of general overhead, corporate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), 'or any 


other indirect costs, or work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be included in the 
estimate of costs.	 .	 .	 . . 


7. (a) Are you prepared to furnish your share of the cost ofthe proposed project in accordance with the regulationsoii 
Governpient participation (Sec 7, DMEA No 1)? 


(b) 'How do you propose to furnish your share of the costs?
Ll 


2r oney• 



	


mt :	
'	 Use of equipment 	 b	 :	


Ôthe  


Explain in detail on acompanying paper. 	 .	 . 


CERTIFICATION
 


The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf and acting for 
the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best 
of his knowledge and belief. 


Dated -------------- 	 ----- --------- 	 195


	


-----	 •-
-	


'	 By27#7\J 


Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a willfully false statement or representation to any depart-
ment or agency of the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction. 


	


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING orricc	 26—'66551-1







6	 Continued
ö


L	 'L71
£ir	 rirtrfl 


Labor: 


3 Muckers @ 1.00 per hr 20 days per mo. - 6 Mos. 120 days 5/288O.00 


1 Driller @ 1.50 hr	 "	 " "	 "	 '!	 120 "	 @12.00 1440.00 


1 Foreman @ 1.50 hr	 " "	 "	 "	 -	 "	 120 u	 @12.00 1440.00 


1 Assistant 1.00 hr	 " "	 ft	 "	 -	 "	 120 "	 @ 8000 960.00 


rn 1 Book keeper S 75.00 Mo 450.00 
Total 717040 


(c) Picks, Shovels, handles 60.00 


Light Bulbs 10.00 


First aid kit and supplies 15900 


Power 75.00 
Miscellaneous 100000 


Total $260,00 


(ci)
Machinery: 


1	 15 H.P. Air cooled engine Hoist 1000 M 46.00 


1 Water Pump-Gasoline 2" 55,00 M 330.00 


I Compressor	 125 cu ft 1E.00 M 112.00 


1- J50 Jackhammer 45050 N 273.00 


1- Jack Hammer Leg 36.75 Mo 220.50 


1- Muck Truck	 Cost of Machinery:$ 2760.00 53.75 Mo 322,50 


(e) Cleaning adit 50.00 


Total	 $2810.00


(f) Tool House	 200.00 


Powder Magazine	 50.00 


Explosives magazine


	


	 25.00

Total $275oO.0 


(g) Insurance	 425.00 
Taxes (Payroll) State 155.10 Federal 26.80	 Total $441.90 


(h) 500 ft rail @9.50 CWT	 2625 lbs	 249.38 


Cable	 150.00 


Spikes, ties and installing 	 350.00 


Water & Air hose	 150.00 


Pipe


	


	 150.00

Total $1049,38 


(	 Dynamite	
450000 


Drill Steel & Bits	 5 	


200.00 


Gas & Oil	 650.00 


Total 1300.00 


Bulldozer	 80 Hrs at 18.00 per hr 	 1440.00



Total 41440.00 


Grand Total	 4 14,746.28 







p.	 H. 
(a) Considerable work has been done at this mine-a shaft was sunk 200 feet and a 


700 or 800 ft tunnefl run- mine-is now idle. Accessibility for examination is very 
good. 


(b) Several hundred thousands of dollars worth have been mined from this 'mine-good, 
government stockpile quality- mica runs large , aa a whole. 


(c) Map is enclosed showing geol.g features of the property- (kindly return this 
map). 


(d)The prOperty is entirely accessible with car- located 10 miles from Spruce Pine, 
N.C. depot. 


(e) Manpower is plentiful- water is available- so is electric power- equipment will 
have to be purchased. 


5
(A) Mica is the minerll we wish to locate. 
(B) It is proposed to use a' bull dozer at lower portion of this property with the 
hopes of ikncovering vein material.	 Also drive a tunnel or incline one hundred to 200 
feet, parallel with old shaft- then to tunnel at whatever seems to be the best location-
perhaps anumber of short tunnels from bed of old workings- to 'be worked left of the 
old works. 


(C) The work wifl start within 30 days and will be completed within approximately 
6 months. 
)D) The applicant is an experienced miner and txk all persons who will supervise 
are capable. 


6(a) No independent contracts 
() Attached is list of estimated costs- for labor,supervision, consultants. 
(b) Attached is list of equipmnt costs-
(e) Attached is list of rehabilitation and repairs. 
(f)Attached is list of new buildings - 
g) Attached is list of rnisôellaneous cots. 
(h) Contingencies- attached. 


7
(a) Yes. 
(b) We propose to furnish our share in money-
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January 24, 195ø 


Re: Docket No. DMEA-341 - Mica 
Vance & Odom Mining Company 
The Birch Mine 
Mitchell County, North Carolina


Mrs. Sam Vance calling Mr. Houk.
/ 


Mrs. Vance: 
Mine,


I am calling relative o the application we had on the Birch 


I 
Mr • Houk:	 The Birch Mine was en ' on January 20, 1955. 


Mrs. Vance:	 We were wondering - Mr Aldridge tells me that you or Mr. Knouse 
told him that when we cleaned th mine out and reached the bottom, if we 
put in an application you would onsider the application. 


Mr. Houk:


	


	 At one time I said yes On that adit level that came in from the 
other ground we would have the feld team look at it. Then, as I. recall, it 
was after that period that the e 4ploration assistance was denied. 


Mrs. Vance: Mr. Aldridge must have mi 	 stood the whole thing. We are at the bottom. 


Mr. Houk:	 There is nothing to 	 ent you,from putting in another application. 


Mrs Vance:	 It has cost us so much
	


thought if we could get some money to 
continue down it might prove wor	 ile. 


Mr. Houk:


	


	 You understand that I cnnot tell you that an application will be 
approved or disapproved by a telet


he
hone conversation. I would not speculate 


on getting a contract. How does 	 bottom look. 


Mrs. Vance:	 Many books show of micaand most of the men are of the opinion that 
the men did not go far enough the only went down 18 to 20 feet. 


Mr. Houk: 


Mrs. Vance: 
out. 


Mr. Houk: 


Mrs.' Vance: 


Mr. Houk:


How much trouble will yu have to keep the mine open. 


Not much trouble. It i4 a very large mine. We have hadto pump It 


You must have made fair].y good headway. 


I want to ask if it wou1d'be worthwhile to put In another application. 


The field team would hav to go and take a look. 


Mrs. Vance:	 Is it 'possible that we rn ght get some money before we work any further. 


Mr. Houk:	 It is possible that some assistanóe would be given. 


Mrs. Vance:	 Mr. Aldridge understood that the lease was not satisfactory. The 
Asheville Mica Company's lease. 


Mr. Houk:


	


	 Yes.. There were some co ditions in there that the Legal Department 
felt at some future 'ate would present a problem. Part of the money had to be 
spent on the Asheville Mica Compan ground. However, you will have to have a 
lease on the upper part.*' 


Mrs. Vance:	 The lien would have to cover both properties. I was going to get:a
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IntQrtor..-.Dup1iottug Section, Ws!top , V, C.	 Signed
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new lease and new application ag 


Mr. Houk:	 If you make a new appi 


Mrs. Vance:	 Thank you very much. 


Mr. Houk:	 I cannot make a decisi

have reached the bottom. 


Mrs. Vance:	 Well ok we will try.


in. 


cation refer to the previous application. 


wanted to understand. 


n on a telephone call and the fact that you 


you.
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November 16, 1955 


Mr. L. G. Houk calling Mr. R. A. Laurence, Knoxville, Tennessee 


Docket No. DMEA-3481 - Mica 
Vance & Odom Mining ompany 
The Birch Mine 
Mitchell County, Nor h Carolina 


Mr. Houk: The Birch Mine -- it looks like hat is going to be denied. 


Mr • Laurence: There • has been so much confusion on that one. 


Mr. Houk: The lease is unacceptable and the royalty is only for feldspar and mica and 
that is not acceptable to Legal. It must be all minerals. We expect to get 
that through the Operating Commit ee today or Friday. Over $550,000 worth 
of mica there. It looks like the Balsom. It is fairly rich in mica and as 
long as you stay with that you have something. How are the applicants down 
there? 


Mr. Laurence: Difficulties with the uranium people..........
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Noveaber 9, 19 


Mrs. Sam 'ance tilepboning Mr. W, Co Anderson from Spruce Pine, N. C. 


e:	 Docket No, ..3481	 Mica 
Vane. and Od Mining Costpany 
The Birch Mi 
Mitchell CO 7, North Carolina 


Mrs. Vance:	 Mr. Vance asked as to call you bout the loan on the Bircb Mine.	 He said 
ou y	 are sinus some leases and lie and vs now hate the necessary leases and 


liens signed,	 We have all the pa rs	 My question is is it n.c.aaary for no 
to send fivu copies of the leases and five copies of the liens, 


Mr. Anderson:	 You need only to mend two cop so of the leave and six copies of the Consent 
to Lien. 


Woo Vance:	 This new leas. ties in th. new roperty. 


Mr. Anderson:	 The property to the south for the erteneton of that incline. 


Mrs. Vance:	 Our papera are in order on that 


Kr. Anderson:	 On the north property yes. 


Mrs. Vanc*s Will we hove everything in ox'da 7 


Mr. Anderson:	 lea.	 When we get those paper vs will be in shape to give you our answer. 


Mrs. Vance:	 Mr. Anderson, the field as 	 bat recoseended this loan bays they not? 


Mr. Anderson:	 I don't recall whether they de a firm necoamendation. 	 I would h*vs to 
look that up. 


Mrs • Vance:	 We are mighty anxious on it. 	 V have been spending a lot of aonsy. 


Kr, Anderson:	 We are processing it now and a soon as we have finished with it we will let 
YOU know isesdiate'. 


Mrs. Yancø $	 I will sell the papers this at moon. 


* Anderson:	 Thank you. 


WCAnd.rson:gad 11/9/55 
Copy to:	 Admz'. R. tile 


Docket 
Kr. Honk 
Mr. Anderson
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DEFENSE'MINERALS XPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

WASH! GTON 25 D C 


ROOM 13 081 OFFICE BLDG 
KNO VILLE 2, TEFQt.Ob.2 U, 9% RECEIVED, 


OCT i4B5 


UT	 G"rating 


oranca


	


Coad.tte*,	 Wulwigt*t 


Irons	 DPIEA Yield ?ean, Regio V Znoxvill., lanflessee 


Subjects D*A.381 (id") Vance Odom Mining Co. Birch Nine,



	


NitchaU Count	 C. 


Zeferenca is . 'aade. to yo letter of $.pteib.r 22, 1955 GA 


the subeet prert, 


Apparently Ccnsid.rable oithtsio* exists as to what the 
applications are doing and plan to do, not on'y between the appliui 
cants and the Goveranent, b*t anon the applicants theneelves. 


Thol applicants have not conditioned the old vertical 
shaft, but have, as pointed out in the Yield T.0 memorandum, dated 
Augast 30, reconditioned an Old in e from the surface to a point 
down dip from tha place. the verti	 shaft intersects th* inclined 
stape. To date a 4 pro*iaately Z8O. feet of reconditioning has been 
accowplishe& hs positiGA of the conditiceing is showrz on the 
attached wap, 


It is estiested that ar I natay 900 feet of incline 
remains to be s,condjtica.4. In es	 ted 2,00,000 gallons of water 
will bav* to be ruovsd, an wnknosn	 nt of neck, and trac,water 
line and air line installed if reco ticraing is extended to the 
bottom. It is etizated that 402 our days will be needed to 
eolets the reconditioting at an as imated cost as followss 


foist	 $100.00 
Con'ossor & pu	 4I40I00 
Track	 6751P00 
Air & water lines	 675000 


3,360.00 
Gasoline and oil	 600.00 
Misc noes	 ______ 


Total	 $6,150900 


After i conditioning is coup t if undertaken, at least 
200 feet of levels should be driven on the most favorable part of the







0 


pogmatitee , A 50 the fac* in th bottoa of the inlin	 3hQUId be 
advanced at least 50 feet.	 Bat ted ooat of the Jev.l and incline 


.wrk at $$	 0#750*per foot is	 ,?S0. .	 Therefor4p the total cost of thiS 
proposed project will be $ih, .00. 


As the applicant is * in this process of obtaining a leasø 
'Ofl the idjoini*gproprtther.• tiOn of the inc ned stop*	 w°' Posed work 'to the area under lea , cannot be shown at this this. The •	 applicant owns the property tro d the vertical shaft,	 Imixits of this 
area are shown on the map attach d to the original sxSrninatio* report 
dated October 6,:195h. 	 Also the own mining and dumping right. an 	 0 


• 	 the area north of the vertical aft of unknOwn extent, but suffiCient	 . . 
for the pupeae.


V. J. Lync1, Acting 


EXECUTV OFFICER 
DMEA REGION V 


K. i. Teegu,, Osologist 
V. $	 Qeological $urvy 


U. 
eel	 .	 0• 0	 0	 0	 0 


00 P0.000 
0


	
3hirlqr •0 •	 0	 •.	 ••	 0 
Piles







September 29, 1955 


Mr. Robert A. Laurence, Knoxv Lie, Tenu. calling Mr. F. L. 1nouze. 


1*:	 Docket No. '3481	 Mica 
Yanee & Odon ning Co. 
The Birch Mine 
Mitchell Count , N. C. 


Mr. Laurence:	 There seems to be some confusionas to what the Operator wants to''do. 
Mr. Lewis Aldridge and others - there also seems to be a number of 
people interested in this pro Oct.	 Levis Aldrldge . and the others don't 
want to do thj s1*tt r,ebaj tation.	 At some stage of the gam they 
cuiiyoi' and vs got, a lette say3ng they should pick up the lease on 
the adjoining property.	 ?h are thinking of the DMEA work but on the 
property they described in application. 


Mr. Kneuse:	 It this body continues d dip 4on't you think additional land should 
be ine]ided to protect the G verimsat 'a interest? 


Mr. Laurence:	 It is 950 feet down the lined shaft and if it is to be considered 
on the aims property maybe should.	 Teague will get beck next week and 
I think the best thing to do is *ot to do anything until m see him. 	 See 
if they have changed their nds.	 Teague has arranged a meeting with 
them ne	 Tuesday. We will ossib	 send you a io the. latter part of 
next week or the week follow . 


'Mr. Knouse:	 Lewis Aldridge and Sam Ye e called in on that and I talked with them' 
both and told them the same regarding 'the property or additional 


•	 property requirements.	 Our tter to you was to explain there is a 
difference in the proposal o the Field Team and the proposal of the 
operators.	 Therefore, we yr te to let you know what was going on. 
Apparently there are so may partners in this venture that they are not 
all in agreement. 


Mr • Laurence:	 We will send you a memo o iron out the difference within .&- couple 
of weeks •	 I guess there are no more problems on this case. 


FLKnouss:gad 9/29/55 
Copy to:	 Admr. R. Ale 


Mr. Houk 
Mr • Knouss 
Mr •	 L•rson	 ",	 ••	 ' '	 '	 '	 /\
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September—, 1955 


Mr. Sam Vance toiphonod th. .s office ro Docket No. DA341 Mica 
Vance & Odom Mining Co 
The Birch Vine 
Mi che1i County ., North Carolina 


Mr. Vance inquir d as to the satus of the reacivated 
application., 


Mr0 Knoiise and If Anderson talked with Mr. Vance, and 
Mr0 Anderson advised Mr. V" nec that the Field Team would visit 
The Birch Mine on their no trip to that vicinity and report 
their findings to this off cc0 


Mr. Anderson ask d Mr. Vance if it is correct that they 
intend to rehabilitate the incline for a total distance of 950 feet 
as stated by Mr. Lewis AId idge on September 16 1955, 


correct 
Mr. Vance repli d that it was/and his propcsl would be 


given the Field learn on U cir visit to the mine. He said Mr. Teague 
had phoncd on Monday last to say he would be at the mine the 
following day, but had no showed up yet,, 


Mr. Vance was f  ether assuied by Mr. Krouse that the 
Field Team wOuld visit th mine for an examination, 


ziL
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mhaiaLlitatieam. Theo ttj the t1tiM shaft they pxipoee to drift 


,, *ia the pstit.. tJst re ses.d 4*ths I a* -1, f	 So tuPthsr 
*IMmsd that the 1"411 shaft V" reported t have .zpo..d sith 


• •	 a 4MI, 01oraeset.d or s s.rlae/ *jr peestitss aM WWw pi$* to dzttt a3ca 
•	 the aest tivaiebs a 	 fra* both ddem at the teeliss. A& Ws 


	


I	 sOs*àJ% tt* the om 4*tliaed IA the tt.L t,ea* 
report at Augt 3Q, 195 vw are forwxdIvs it tar Year ittos. •	 •.i	 •	 ••	 •	 •• 


• I	 I	 • SIWO the torMis at. thia *siiaed Ibat% vtfl be several 
•	 •	 t.t ootde or t$ proport 1. Aidri4gs imam 


	


I 5'	 Mvt.M we itz1d "pot"* less. andue.ifl to Um* owmiriv this 
I a	 *MlUcsii aM evt4 $'ojest to do the i.iek he ptspi*ed is 


$ J f re aMed ymsr oaia4 . ami* ales edvtaM that .attiet.t laM 
I I L sd be iseIMM to thai leee be that issms or the prom4#d v*t dii 
4 4 O X be alseer thea W) f


,
 cot t the 


	


j	 it yow orrics recssss4s so " oration PrWSX 4M tkts 
I	 •	 proS.s* t viii reqith. $ sci.a at t i*p sha4is the prooe.d 


to	 to the jrøpsrt 


/	 ior.3	 re, 


	


• • •	 /s! Robert W.	 •	 •	 :.	 • 
II	 U1I	


/	
GeoY'ge COSefndg 


• •.	 • • • • • •	 irsas, ffipsrztiá Gomsitte. 1. E. Nelsofl	 J 


	


•	 jj-_I -1 JHUl**LJS* -- Lr4 JL_L 	 • 	 • 	 0 
•	 *eibsr, *.olcglaail	 •	 •	 •







September 7, 1955 


Mr. L. Ow Hook calling Mr. R. A. Laurence, XnoxvLUe,'Tennessee 


Re: DocketNo. t14EL-341 Mica 
Vance and Odo Mining Coapan 
The Birch Mine 
Mitchell County, North Cam 


Mr. Houk: -at i a pegantit. like the\Balaaa we denied it scsek1e ago The 
reasons were soae of the work outside, of the contract. Now these be" 
have gone ahead and r.hlbilit4ted th. old adit and we are inclined to 
rea.deny it. We ondez' if you have too *uch objection to that. 


Mr. Laurence Xs there anything new in the last' couple of weeks,. 


Mr. Honk: They are dewatering it now 'anI they want 75' etch wa r for drifting.' We 
are incUned to re-deny that. I was wondering if . the field team saw 
anything, there.  


)ft' Laure.: Rertisa letter from Feaue saying we have not changed aur'minds 
on this'deposit and ie lieveit,canbe a good producer.. It doesn't 
'say' specifically. Let me ask Iewey oa on that. Day nays they had 
It dewared and they ae nteestnd ' in exploring the strike rather n 
the dip a they feel it'is a ood bet.  


Mr. Houk:.'V  . 'feel the pegmatite in etrog but we doubt if' it is top extensive 
•	 Will they be in the area again 	 ore too , long.	 •'	 : 


W. Laur*nce Tasgue is over there this vieek but does not plan to visit it 


'Mr. Honk: They are going ahead on their i wa. ' Can the boys itop there next 'week? 


Mr • Laurence. ;, Yes. '• D.vsy says yes.  


Mr. Monk:' They will: take 'off what aióa t e get it easily. Well 'have another 
look at' it.  


Mr. Laurence:' Maybe Teague will have anc her look at it. "Dowey'is leaving us, 
He is going to Soutbei'n Illinol on a teaching' job* Ws r keeping him 
on WA over there. Teague any rather busy on his trips until we get 
another rplaeeeiit.  


W. Houk: Wó can drop !tnce and Odonano r letter. 



Laurence: Have then get In toueh with Te&gte.  


Lóuk :gad 9/7/5	 ' ,•	 "	 '	 " ":'	 ' 
'Copy to: Docket  


Nonmetallic Minerals D
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L UNIT D STATES 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


WASE-IL GTON 25, D.C.	 SEP	 1 19 


Auguat 30, 19 


morandU* 


To:	 0eratin9 Co*dttee, I WEA	 Washington 


Fro*I	 TEL Field Tean, Iegt V	 ZnoxviU*, T.nneas.e 


$ub3ect:	 38l(*ics) Vane & Qd	 Coax	 - 1irc Kzii, 
IWAI 1 Countjy, I. G1.10 


This a1ication was nied by l.ttez' dated January 2D, 1955, 
Since that tias the applicants ha added Jnis .Al*idp to the Coan7 
an4 have done considerable reconditioning work at thoir epena.. 


1ccrding to a te]aph call fro a *. 1lidgo, Angnst ii, 
1955, be had visited *. Z*oise' a ottice and discussed the pecsibili* 
of securing	 1& a*sistan. on the , dspo4t.	 . Aldridgt was info rzad 


latance could be sasidred o *fte	 a4oqiaats justification was 
provided.


Cn August	 1955 the Aeld examiners visited the birch ti 
ltw., accoçanisd by	 c. *rA oftx and inspected the r.conditci.oning 
completed to date. Aco1iahasn consist of removing dump and t4e 
c*ve4 p'2ot an old incline and cleaning out, timbering., and installing 
trachi.n aroxt*ate1y 150 feet of Uclin.	 a	 nditioning has progressed 
to'water isis1 which is aroxi tely the 3605foot level, This is 
slightly down dip from the point e the vertical shaft Intersects the 
inclIn.	 : 


¶fh Operators apparen y pla* to continue reccrnittioning the 
incline to the level of the old 3580a.foot level), tbm drive a 
drift to th. northeast aleng the gmatite.	 Point of tura. oZf of the 
drift from the incline will be ab t 200 feet from the incline portal. 
Z& reason 1r -the -drift to the ii ,at from the 3580-foot level ,.s 
SOld Tiaers report that good AU was' left in this area vnen the 
deposit was worked during World W U.	 This statement is a)ao made in 
the Xoveer 9, l9}3 report on nuze by the L S. G.8.	 Whether or 
not ad itiomal work was ds in is area after 1943 isnot lmovn. 


We believe the Qpez'sto a undertook the task of ropening 
this mine so as to taks advantage of the PEW purchase. program as it has 
fimcione4 since about April 1, 1 55. 1 Since 0. 3. Ar o has announced 
they wiU change this Irogna in At short time to essentially the same







ib	 a 


'j)1O('** SS Was in effect prior to April As . 190s the 9peat'e apparently 
think that they ha" undertaken a too oostay program. Therefore, they 
ardi asking for 1(EL help, 


• The eld Teaai has not changed their cpinion as to the 
merits of W# deposit. We belie that this deposit can be a producet 
ot siiificant amounto oi strategic atca. 


It further, scn*ideratio is given to this app1toa4on, we 
recozai*nd two ?toot drifts, on as planned by the applicants,  and 
another to the aoutAwosto. tro* the a level. 	 Costs estimates as 
given In the October 6, 19I a t4.0n rapt are applicable, 1. a.j 
$3.00 paz' foot for drif4. Appar' nt3.y all dewatering and recondition" 
ing will be eoi*plated by the tim otton can bC taken on the requested 
*sziatancs.


V. J. rfloh, Acting 
Zoutiva Offioez', DMA 
?ied?eam,,RegionT 


• 	 S 	


K.. . teague, Uóologifit. 
•	 U. S. Gologic4 Survey 


• 	


- 	 S.	
. : 	 •• 


ccl	 S. 


— 


Shir3ey 


1ou







0 IIAZ et 
Sep


1 


H' 


.(peraUng Coi.Ltt.* 


Frost	 A ft4d Teens Ren V . 1noxvL4e, essOa 


•Sbjs	 3181(*L*) lsnce\ &• Qdci M1:g OWWW. Birch 
Corn, 1141 C • 


This appltcatiofl was nted by latter dad Jwruary 20, 1955o 
Since that tiza the applicants ha$ a&ed Lewis AI&'idg to the Company. 
and 1ve dcriø cn4derable recond1ioniig:Woz'k at. 'their esnse. 


AccArding. to a telephon call frox , Xro Ai&idges, August 18, 
he hadieite4 Mro Knouse Jai- ffLce and discussed the ossibiliiy 


of securing UIE& assistnee on the deposit. *. Aldridg ts inforilied 
assistance cou2d be cnsidered on1 after' adequate fustificatton was 
provide


On	 23' l9S	 t sld	 cemthers	 •Lted the Birch 
Mine, accompanied 	 Vance a2x1 Odoa\aud inspected the reconditioning 
00mp1ete to date. Aceomplisbnents \onaist of removing dwe	 the 
caved pclo! an old incline and c].enn2.ng out, timbering* and installing 
trackin a	 oximately 150 feet of irclin , .	 ecatidittoning has progressed 
to water level which is awrocint4y the 3605400t level. This is 
slight3 q down dip from the point irdie'e the ver tical shaft intersects the 
incline*..


•	 he OpErators apparently to continue r cdttioning the 
Inall-M to the level of the old sui\ (3580400t level), then drive a 
drift to the ncrtheast along the pegiatite. Point of tarn-off of the 
drift from the incline -AIII be about 200 feet from the incline portal, 
The reason for the drift to the nortteast from the 3580-foot level is 
"Old Tizasra" report that good mica, ws left in this area when the 
deposit was worked dui'ing World tier Z.	 This statement is also made in 
the Noveuer 9, 1.9,43, report on the mirie by the V* L	 .	 Whether Or 
not
	 al .work was done In this *ea after 1943 is not iown., 


We believe the Operators -- dertook the task of "opening 
this mine so as to t0e advantage of be P purchase program as it has 
functioned since about, April 1, 19550	 Since 0. 8. A. has announced 
they will cbaogat this program in a shrt time to essentially the same







. 0 


progiva as was in efiet or to April Is 195$. thO	 *tCl*IL *PP*!Iflti 
tb* that they have under køn a too aost4 progra*.	 Therefore, they 
:sre asking for Mftholv* 


TheField To" asnottsng.dth.irop Won . a*totki* 
metitAv of this dspo4t. We b2±eve that this dapoalt can be a produo.r 


•	 of Si	 060t esount of a. atsgtc 4cc. 


itfurther son ai eration is gtven to this	 cn *plicat, we 
r.00iwa.M two75-toot dr to, ano as planned by the appiicants and 
another to the southwest tro$ the sow level.	 cost* estiasts as 
givIn n the Octobsr, 191 exa4n&ticn repert are applicable, i. .. 
$3.QO sex' foot fw drift, *r.nt3' ta dewatsr.ni a2d roe-onditioam


will be ooapletad b the ti	 action can be tsisn on the requested 
•	 ss#i#tance.


V. 1. Zyttch, Acting 
Z*out1ve Ofjer D!€A 
'ieU ea*, Region V


• 2o. 
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•	 it LI not felt thøzpeiture' of exploration funds is •	 JUstified to mks it avatlAbl, for *ining.	 An Iv*Ua. 
tion Of the ?i.34 TOM iort iiidiø*tiid denial and 
rqttost.d aipporting data''to Justify exploratiot for a 
parallel shoot. 	 The 11)4 Tom failed to pi'ovi4o any 
supporting data on the gelogieal probability that a 
parallel shoot aight exi4 adjacent to the old stope. 


i •	 •Wbi.s the	 •ld ?esz and both coinaodity men have recc 
*sded a project, the Io4etallic MineMls Divisioà does 


ot concur an d recoeade denial,	 .	 . 


TLGHouk :gad 1/19/55 	 . •	 .	 • 
•	 Copy to:	 Admr • R. File •	 • 


•	 Mr. Houk	 •1


•	 •
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UNIT^D STATES



DEPARTMENT ^ OF THE INTERIOR



DEFENSE M INERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION.


 


ROOMkSHI 
KNOXV LLE 2, TENN.	 2 


44=927 10# 1955 


Jb*or*nd* 


To:	 (*rating Coiu*tttae, DMSA Washington 


Field 1ea* D. L I. A. Region VII 


Su3ecti D&&-3h81 (aloe) V cs & Odom *ning Co. Birch Ntz 


Jtefe*'ence is Made to our letter of Janaury 3,, 195 
on the subject application. 


Th* field asirera z' poz't contained all itoraeton 
aai].able coicerriing the extent of the adit at tts sine. W. . 
T1740 " the last operator of the aine, reported to the eximiners 
that the edit did not connect th the old workings and that to 
the best of his knowledge no wo k had been done in it since the 
sap that vat attaded to the re	 was prpared. 


The exiatners do not w, and no ono contacted who had 
been corineetoit with the pz'evo operation aeaed to knot whether 
or not the shoot" pinches out ospletely east of the area worked, 
TIn only aggestiou t&at anothe"shoot" exists, is the preen" 
at the surface of two rather I go dumps east of the cluMp that 
c*i fros the large incline sto • These openings were side on 
or near tli* pegaatite outcrop. 	 tiona of the pegastite outcrop, 
*foot pegastit. exposed in the edit, and the WAS Bireh pegaatit. 
are not knrnia, 4though it is th ught that they are 'all the eae 
p.gsatit.. A asp preparedby t e U. S. 0. S. on October 2, 194 
suggests to a certain extent, t t this oorr*latin aar be correct. 


WC rea],iae the above f us to anar sany of the points 
presented in your letter. lime, r, the problems are covered as U 
as possible with I the data avala le. Our information is based 
aIaost entursly on the Osologic Suru reports and saps Caon, 
Frykinud and Larrabee, dated Oct ber P.O. 19143 and May 1, L944. 


bert A. .aursnce 
•	 EECUTLVE.OFFICE9" 


D1MEA REGION 


V • A. Beck, for V. j £yn 
Jft/sa	 S. Rwesu of Mt*as
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AN -	 %955 


**. 4o1ez't 1,	 &srinse	 Sbj.t	 '00j. X*d*&'.4481 
$*%*ttI	 ft*.r DM Vaaams & 040* KLi4j co, 


fl*Z4 T.'a, aftion flI The air*h )* 
a.	 p..t rzn.. Bldg. sXt.h.0Omt7f$eth 4mrUna 
Z**ivill. 10 


V.er * Lm1eae 


rtat.enc. ta *a4* t thid t.* øx**istico rept 
ot (tobsr 6, 1954 0 eeraLg btct prOpz'tj, 


The Zi*14 tsu re b * act*st to sxp1rs the 
Usok at ipvam4 oast of the inø . with the tope that *tb.r• 
pirt11e1 *d'riá shoots my **ter.d.	 • se ti011ne	 tc 
d.*j 00 . app2i.att*t becausi th *Lt mav a1xsdj have been 3rt1i 
t .ap1a	 th&s mr.'a eM Ut geoogiciU SAppart tor a 
p*s&bLe	 mica	 X v4 be a.tatAd it rml goal ,


voprd•	 ..	 . .	 o1os	 erjt,a upon 
thish the piauts. of 00	 eos of pir11s1 *tc& shoots Is-baswo 


The report a*1 the s* .speata1	 the c*aestic*iot 
•tS ap iUe*t. that.. IZsh	 ega*ttte tht*s	 '.. 


•	 posstZ*1t.spp.ars alas 	 •e iieit van of the *t* ..do 
bass a eiemr pistnz. , of tI* .oLo*1sa1 atrn.tur. in the eras 


east of the aLved at p.tito. We also iik ntor*eUo,s on the 
1	 iO*1: bs* he *tfte	 *çpiij Oft t 


the i2 ZO0 peitit red to edit In UO 641to'. 
s*4t.**BIx.h	 p.gustit. • Zt • s.. that 
dis0eea7 of a *tca pr04%aeiag psatit. .a no better hors then ar 
atkAO 	 ]*&ct*g the *ee..su supprtin i.OIoi1ce efld.M.. 


the enb$et pp.ioaticn viU am be taken ntU 
a,,.bear ftow 1•u $gfl	 4b] the ti.4 teen ha* itOIMti* 
at sttsIa	 is the r.prt that litU	 b1. s to	 a better 
.ve1tien Ut the air.est.


ineare1	 era, _____ 
Apprad 


H.  Hedges George C, Seifridge 
7	 Sfl'	 of	 . .•	 .	 .,	 . 


'Thor H KuEsgaard
e ti*g CLtte. 


Co	 to: Adr.R. 7U 


erating Coeaittse 
d*i'scn *a4 12/28/54 Mr. Xiilegset'd, 	 222 


"Mr. Diatrich, 3062. 
Mr. Houk







UNTED STATES \Jj	 DEPARTMEN1T OF THE INTERIOR 
% 4	 qY


BUREAU OF MINES -. 


WAHINGTON 25,pC. 


Tot 


•


	


	 Dembér9,i9k 


Mmuorandim


1tUia Minør*ts Divteton 
tfense Minerals ]bporatio. kdnistrstton 	 .'• 


Br**tch 


Subet; MA,3481 (mie*)	 + 


•	 ).icant; Vazic *4 


wd e*iOf P'.'	 Birch Him 
fli. 1*	 .1	


Mit hell County, North Carolina 


i•	 Nober 9, l95 


%.	 jC	 November t.9, 1954 
Ono 


.1. ppro*l of * tbrdstage exploratton pro3ect. 


nts: 
•LI.jJ,J .L


14 Strategic qUelit mica has been produced from this 
mine in the past. 


:.rcosed expierst1on is in line with other *4EA projects 
in thiS area and costs are esU$tet to total #6,988 for the thre 
stag. pro3ect. 


X COnCUr in the fte34	 'a recotend&tion for a t3iree 
•	 stage pro3ect 'in. the smoutt ot,988.. 


1. Dietrieb
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UNITE STATES 
0 DEPARTMENT F THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXt LORATION ADMINISTRATION 


Roo *AS D	 .	 .. 
KNOXVILLE 2, TENNS


ember	 , I91


L. 


*morarAvat j 


Tot	 Operating Co*ivLttes, - Washington 


!i.ld Teaa DEA	 to on vu-


Subjects held Nzanduatiou bprt on DiQ4u.01, Taut* I Was 1th1ng Co,. 
(aica} 


¶frans*ttt.*d are 1 oop sa of the 7el4 Eirz's report, 


with sir extra copies of the sap on the eiibi*% *ins. This report 


recoannds ezploration aesiatan in	 ick the Yield T,aii concur's, 


*]ae attached i* a Co y of a part of a deed which gives 


the applic**ts rights to the arE* around the portal of the leit 


aftt.	 This property was scquird i* 12h2 .hsn work was begun on the 


adit, iin1y for dumping purpos4. The Field Team is of tb* opinion 


that the property rights of the 'a	 icant.s are adsqitm for the 


ppQ954 PPOi.Ct.  


K It,tsag,for1.A..Laui,ence 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER  
DMEA	 REGION VII 


ifte A. Bk for 'V4 J 
U. S.	 reau of Kiuss


Reviewed IDY 


DMEA OPERATING COMITT 


_ij __-
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$plie* (.nt'd) 
Ti**r, j000 Lt *$1i/M $i9.00 
Ho. for y.tiatinè eystn, $0 ft. 


I $34/ft. 3S0.0G 
$i*Il tøq]4 7.00 
*iso.Uaa.oua


	


5*25 	 ,200.00 


?S fut of ad3t (o


75.0O 
?oin	 gasnm 2.00 
Zxp2" 


Z.abr4 
I kLner I *3,SØ/kr 360,600


,	 13p.r	 $L.*S/r. 300.00 
2	 Laboxeti I h80.QO 


quimu*t (r.nt*I) 
GGprs*z1, cr14,j*c4e	 0 $2i0/*. )6O,00 
B2.eer 1 4$/No. 7jO 


Svwuoot 


sok (7	 ft )	 •	 per ft. ti9.50 
?*Po  (	 ft.) 1* • 


*p1osiv.s •ij. 
Drm


low 


G**.Ui* *r* oil 
SU tooI* IOOOQO 


so.U*nu*, etø. 
Soeis3 S.cmi1,	 eto.


J.O0 


I-	 tats	 oos$ Stajø I 


If coi*rcisI pegMtits s e4ounter.i in 3tags	 , drip. 50 
ot rai* or incL&n. on it. 


Esti*tt4 costs 
50 1 A . '. of riiie. or LnoUm 0 $Q/tt1 NO 


E3tist.4 cos%	 sue"I	 !Z...........	 $6,9J8.00 
0 


If me cua'ei4 p.usttts is nsount..r.d in Stags X, dz'iU 300 ft. 
•f driu li.].* .* $ f.	 eontsrs fro	 1*t 1$O fast of .t
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UNITED STATES 
LOS


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF MINES



WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


September 280 


Meuoz'anduin 


-NonmetaUic *neri.is .Dvieion 


	


tense Kinere3s	 3or*tiou A4m1niatraton. 


Dcnsad R. 2 ving, \ Acting for kziet, Ceramic and 
ertiiizer $st,ziz3J Br*nch 


Szbject: Z$A38i (ca) 


4.1i.csxt: Vance & Odom )Wing Coj:.y 


some and Zocsti.on. of Pert:- Birch Mine-
rUUJrJnr!1I


.MitcheU .County, -North Carolina 


Date £]?p1iC5tOn.eC'& y & ert zexMt1se Bz: 9/13/ 


Connnent6:


l Bureau Of Mine records show that a monthly average 
of $9,301.80 worth of mica w4s ao34 to Co3.nial Mica from sibect 
mine from May-Sept, 1914 


	


• 2,o On the basis	 past production, this mine posib3.y 
merits an ex*mination to dete'zdne it an exploration prograa its 
jt$tifi4!d. 


	


• it is recoimnended	 t the fieLd team visit this mine 


	


when in that vicinity to ,66 	 sin it an exploration p'oject is 
justified, It so, the field m and applicant should agree on 
& definite plan of expiorstio on a unit u cOst basis. 


Signed 
DDnsZd R. Irving


LL 


tj







OF	 IN REPLY REFER TO 


UNITED STATES 
•	 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
VASHINGTON 25. D.C.


3, i95k 


ETYIEV or iPPUC&?1 MA-301 (Ittos) 


L. 0. NoWt lwemsi 11Ss1s Lrplornittos Mgststrst Los 
£. I., 1evco, U	 G.olotes3 &zrv.y 


plicst# s	 L Ysw*, Pltz., L C. 

ImOir of wopSZ1v 14 lirch *z 
Locstkm of am'ojj.rtyi 3 nil" IV of 1osr, L C 


of	 t10 ;rcçodsL# 
(unsCifIM ount) 


____ . OØZO fet 
tsl oost . $i1i,76 


Sourcss of ifotLon a %7 pIrapsrtr 
11,0114-is,ss4i1a tt	 19k, T *irch Mins,

KitU C*ntr Ioth CsroUos, bw J. 0-1 Olson 


•, Birch sins in g srsticn 14ter*itt.ti17 tor O yost.. 


2 Pe on1om.d. iDj sbs ias and v.das in thick'. 
nest fz'os 8..5 


•	 3. It it *s*4 wit st lios Sound in	 of 


•	 4, OldYkiI*IP iz4icait. 	 . pitehes Zr s.athisrd. 
•	 . P*ticn in M3 s lsrgaly Ut r 5ji35 of 


stic ialt1. 


• Cntst Za light at tbo $Y3Z*bIiI mcmd , at pmft" Imfr ts 
aths thw'ing IirlI 1$r U, this pvswty j1p,91611004 xwjts 
IM as*istaose. 


1 rsccuiii4
vi


 ts p1iostLcn be rsfsnsd to the 
1elt T*sm ttor jrsIw, pi*dbls go 1ontio*, and tbeb 


Ltfevcomb :hlm 


	


CC: Dirctor t is reading, 4212	 • 
Branch reading, 4212	 •	 •. • 


A(3)	 H	 • 


•	 Docket file-
W. F. Dietrich, 3061	 •	 .•	 • •
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