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Docket File 
Surname: 


UN I TED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR	 J 


/	
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISéT1ON 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


IWG1O1955 
Nessre, d iusir nd Prod thgc 
Roto,3 
Bkez'sviUe, Ibr'tb Carolina


Re: Docket No. Th A3729 • ica 
d 1ukins nd Pred Gage 


Gage }oapeet 
Mitobll Countj, Iorth 03rolina 


/
row appliet1oforiid for n exloratiu project and 


other z'eorts available to us iaington reltting to the sibject 
property	


been'revieved,	 .. ..	 : 


Iz'oeots apro'ved by the Defenee tinerals Exploration 
Administration ivat, in Ito jw1ment, shop definite promise of yield 
1mg ate]'inlB of accoptble grade in jiantities tu.. t will	 nific.nt1y 
improve the miner 1 supply poiition for the National iefeu e irograia. 


C'roful 8tudy of all our infornation ir4inates tO as th.t 
the probabiliti of disclos.n s±gnffient resorves of mica by your 
proiosc4 roran is not uffioient1y promiein to tistify Goyevnment 
particiation, e regret to vise y u, under these oircwmit noes, 
that your ap:,iio r tion for exploration assistance is denie4. 


We wish to thtuk you, for your interest in.tbe )otense iiera1 
rogzam sni for big.ng your proerty to ir attention. 


incerely yours, 


Administrator 
JIIopkin:pk 8/2/55 
Cope o £o1ir R 


Docktht // 
Operating Coii.:ittee,	 .	 S 


i'1eld Toa'i, itegion V 
hr .'iilsaard, 52 


•	 hr. Dietrich, 3061	 5 	


. . 	 . 


• hr. Houk	 .	 . 
hr hopTia







I	 . 
UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 600 


August 2, 1955 


Memorandum 


To:	 Administrator 


From:	 Nonmetallic Minerals Division 


Subject: Denial of exploration assistance and summary report 


By:	 James Hopkins 


1. DocketIco. DMA-3729 -• Mica 
i-'operty: Gage Prospect 


Mitchell County, North Carolina 
Applicant: Ed Huskins and Fred Gage 


3akersville, North Carolina 
Application: 12-103 dated March 16, 1955 
Work proposed: 


Bulldozing 15 hrs @ lO.00/hr	 150.00 
Shaft sinking B5 ft € '5O.O0/ft 	 4,250.00 
Drifting 100 ft	 35.0O/ft	 3,500.00 


	


Total estimated cost	 7,9OO.00 


No contract	 Application denied 


2. Comments 
Originally a shallow pit had been dug on this prospect. A 


little feldspar is shown on dump. Subsequently the area around 
an old pit was stripped and exposed a non-mica-bearing pegmatite. 
No additional work is recommended by the Field Team. 


The trench 75' x 10' x 12' exposed a feldspar pegmatite con-
taming potash feldspar, scattered quartz, fine scales of muscovite 
and shreds of biotite. It lies conformable to the biotite-
kyanite gneiss wall rock. 


There appears to be little likelihood that mica of strategic 
grade occurs in the deposit. 


The Field Team recornLlends denial of the application. The Non 
metallic lanerals Division concur in the recommendation. The mica 
cbmrlodity members of the Bureau of lvlines and Geological Survey also 
concur in the denial.


	


Ja	 Ho ns 
nnietallic Minerals Djij
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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 



WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


August , 1955 


$eaordw4 


tot	 dTinietstor 


NonLlet*Ui.c Minerals Division 


ubjct Denial at ex4oraton as3istnOe sbd sus1y report 


7tThe3 1op3Uia 


1. L1ogkct 1, 
rorerty	 se ospoet 


!itcoU Gowt7, Qrt C4'olina 
p1tent:


. crth CroUua 
p1ictiou YO3 dtea. )rcI 16, l55 


Work j*'ooaed; 
a11dozin 15 brLa	 1O,OO/h	 C 


Thatt nkirig 35 ft c Q..KI/tt	 425O,O 
:?iftin 1C it	 33/tt	 r 


Toki etk3tod eoøt 


}To cofltract	 *e&ti ttenie4 


2. Corurnts
snaUov pit had been dug on this prospect. i 


little feldspar La cbown o diri. ubeitt1y the rta az'oun1 
an o1 *t waa stried n4 ex ored non tc.bartn iatite, 
o *dditto I r1c ia recommended b the l'ie34 


H • r1	 0)
e trench 75' x 10' z L' er oBod t i'o piz ietite øofl. 


taifln otari feds*r, søatteed qz' rtz fine scileø of rniaco14te 
and shroua of tiotite. It lies co'diiab10 to c HotiU-
k'anite pisa vafl oo1, 


Thez'4 ' pears tø be 3ltte lik&VooJ tt t iic of 'Ate 
gr de occurs i t.he d oit. 


The 1?1e34 r. n recom oJe dcnial of thc ppXic t1n. The kin-
8 metallic .tncra1s Jtflaioi corcuz' in the rerrondtion. The iaica 


colt odity mei1er of tbe 3urau of inøa end Oeo1ojict1 urre alw 
concur in the denial,


Jti* B0p14rn3 
!ionmotallie. Mineri tIRion
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


IN REPLY REFER TO: 


July 15, 1955 


Re: DMFAA 3729 
Ed. Huskins and 


Fred. Gage 
Ga€e Prospect 
Mitchell Co., N. C. 
$7,900 - Mica 


Memorandum 


To:	 L. G. Houk, Defense Mirrals Exploration Administration 


From:	 N. E. Nelson, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of Field. Team report. 


A small amount of stripping changed the impression given 


by the vein material that strategic mica would be found. 


I concur with the recommendation of denial of the Field 


Team.


1'


N. E. Nelson







[I:	 S 
UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF MINES 


WASH INGTON 25, D. . 	 JUL j 


July 13, 1955 


Memorandum 


To:	 Nonmetallic Minerals Division 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 Chief, Branch of Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials 


Subject: DNEA - 3729 (mica) 


Applicant: E. Th.iskins and F. Gage 


Name and Location of Property: Gage Prospect 
Mitchell County, North Carolina 


Date of Field Team Report: June 27, 1955 


Date Rec'd.by Br. of Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials: July 13, 1955 


Field Team Recommendation: Recommend denial of application. 


Comments:


1. Exposures at this mine are poor and give little 
evidence that a worthwhile deposit of strategic mica exists. 


Recommendation: 


I concur with the field team's reconanendation. 


W. F. Dietrich
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


HOGSHPPFO . DG.

KNOXVILLE 2, TENN. 


July 8, 19% 


Menur and 


To:	 Operating Coinnttee, fl!'EA Washington 


Field Teaiu DNJk Region V Knoxil1e 


Subject: Field Emination Report, DMA-3729 (nica) Ed Huskins and 
'ed Gages Bakerevifle, N. C. Gage Prospect, Mitchell Co,,N. C 


Eticlosed are four copies of the subject examination repct. 


We reconmend denial of the applicat1cn 


• 	 S


Robert A. Laurence 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER. 
OMEA REGION V 


S	 V.	 , Member 
U.S.,	 auofNines 


cf	
S 


S	


in	 - 
c	


uL 17
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UNITED ST.TES

DEPARTIENT OF THE INTERIOR 


flFENSE NERtLS; EXPLORATION ADNISTRATION 


EWW1ATION REPOI BY FIELD TEAN 
REGION V 


D'A..3729 ica) GAGE PROSPECT 
1]J Cowity, N. C 


BY 


K. H. Teague and De H. Ainoa, Geologit 
U. S. Geological Sm'vey 


b7 


•2-/
	 COT	


27, l9


	 JUL 111955'
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FIELD EXAflATIQN 
On


PROSPECT * 


Applicants; Ed Husldns and Fred Gage, R#3, Ba1reville, North Carolina 


Originally a shallow pit had been dug at this place, A little 
feldepar was present in the duii 	 Not enough exposures were available 
to peri.t an appraisal, Subsequently the applicant stripped an area 
aroind the old pit exposing a n nmicabearing pegmatite, Additional 
work is not warranted, thus the application should be denied, 


A visit was made to this deposit on april 20, l9S, After 
bedrock was exposed, another examination was made on Jiie 27, 19SS, At 
the time of the first exaznation Messrs. Ed Husldxte and Fred Gage were 
present, but at the later examination only the exwniners were present, A 
total of three hours were spent on the two inspection, 


The Gage Prospect is in the same valley as the George Howell 
Mine and Prospect to the southwest, It is 2J. (airline) miles S 100 
of Baksville, Mitchell County, N. C, Accesa is possible at all times. 
to within 300 feet of the Prospect, 


The recent trench is 7 x 10* x 12 8 , made mostly in soil, j 
feldspar pegmatite is exposed 2S feet cnits strike in the trench, The 
pegmatite contains potash feldspar, scattered quartz, fine scales of 
scrap n cots and shreds. of biotite, It strikes N, 30° E and dipe 
steeply southeast, conformable to the biotite4yanite gneiss wail rock, 


There appears to be little likelihood that mica of strategic 
grade occurs in this deposit, Denial is recommended, 


D,ts of cam: Jie 27, 19%,


K. H. Teague and D. H0 Amos, Geologists 
U, 3, Geological Survey







FIIECOPY 


DEFEINERALEXTNADMIMSTRAT1ON



WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


MR11 1955 


Xx'. flobert A. imureio	 &ib3ect: Dookt . D?IA3729 - 
xeoutip Ofticer, M&	 Ed Ht#i eM Pre Gø 


?t.1d 1eøa, Pmgios V	 ?z'o.pect 
ao* 1, Post tto.	 )tchsU C, N*th CareUx* 


IOncxviU. 2, Thuee 


Deer *. ZaurIbce: 


?1ss redv the sub3act pp1isetLoai a* *rrens f'or a 
tie3d eiuttio it a 4e* it 


Coptee at IM srIi ) 1. i.. Nevcb ot the GeoogS.c*I 
Survey, dated )xt 24, 195, *d V. . M.trioh or the re.0 at 
Mtaes, dated 4i1 4, 195 *re enclosed tox' you thtcetticr, 


S14cr017 7ouz*, 


George C Selfndge 


chat, Operating 


7. H. Hedges	 _ 
Tfl1 'M: * II	 . 	 ;:$i .	 iL	 S 


, .an of Minøs 
Thor H Knlsgaard	 fjj') -	 tri	 £I 4	


.5.. 


Hber, Gologi*Z 


Olosuru 4 
JHop1cins ad 4/5/5 5 
Copy to:	 Admr. i. File.	 .	 .	 . . .	 . . .	 S 


Docket 
Operating Committee 
Mr. Kiilsgaard, 5222. 	 - 


•	 Mr.. Dietrich, 3061 	 . 
Mr. Ilouk	 '.	 .	 .







Docket Copy 
Surname: 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25 D C	 600 


APR 11 1955 


MDssrg .	 Httskins and Fred Gage 
Route 3 
Bakereville, o2'th Cro1ina


Rot Docket iTo. D14EA3729 Mica 
}tuakins and Yrad cage 


Gage ?z'ospeot 
NitchoU County, 'forth Carolii* 


Gentle*en:


Your applicatn for aseitance i' exploring the aubjeot 
property has beei reviewed by the oruetal1ic 14inerala Division of 
the Defense 2llnerals ixp1oz'atiou. A in.tstraton ai has been 
referred to Mr. Robert , Lawence, Exocu4ve Officer, ) 1A Field 
Tea Region V, Roorr 13, Post Office flui34lng, Knoxville 2, 
te"rne-ace, for further co'idcrtion .ir4 possibly a field exaniiia 
tion,


()it Consert to Lien forms suxitted with your 
application are being returned because the dgned oriina1 is 
incomplete. ie arc enclosing seven copies of the new form Ownerta 
Consent to Lien, revised I.rch 24, 1955, to be executed and returned 
to this office. Kid1y inform the Owners that each copy should be 
signed.


The Regional Oftica i411 contact you at an early date 
it an e)tnation is to be made. Any acistance that you may give 
the me*bers of the fiela team durin,g the exaaination wiU be 
appreciated.


Sneere1y your, 


-.	 0. M-ittendo 


iinietr&tcr 


Enclosures 14 
JHOpkifl8 :gad 4/t/55 
Copy to. Asiznr. R File 


- Docket 
Field Team, Region V	 0 


Operating Committee	 0 	


0 


Mr. Kiilsgaard, 5222 
Mr. Dietrich, 3061	


0 


.Mr.Houk	 0
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 



BUREAU OF MINES 


WASHINGTON 25, 0. C.


;	 ; TL 


April 1i. , 1955 


Memorandum ' 


To:	 Nonmetallic Minerals Division 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


• From: • Chief, Branch of Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials 


Subject: D1v1EA3729 (mica) 


Applicant: Ed Huskins and Fred Gage 


Name and Location of Property: Gage Prospect 
Mitchell County, North Carolina 


Date Application Rec'd. by Br. of Ceramic & Fertilizer Mtls.: 3/21/55 


Comments:


1. From the limited information presented it is difficult 
to determine If an exploration program is justified or if the proposed 
plan would be the best method of exploratlng this property. 


2. Although It would be desirable for the applicant to 
furnish more complete information, it appears that a visit by an 
examiner would furnish more useful data. 


Recommendation: 


It is recommended that the fieldeam visit this mine when 
in that vicinity to ascertain if an exploration project is justified. 
If so, the field team and. applicant should agree on a definite plan 
of exploration on .a unit-cost basis. 


W. F. Dietrich







S.	 S. 
UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


WASHINGTON 25. D.C.


IN REPLY REFER TO: 


March 211, 1955 


Re: ]€A-3729 
E • Huskins & F. Gage 
(Gage Prospect) 
Mitchell Co., N. C. 
$7,900 - Mica 


Memorandum 


To:	 L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Admitnistration 


From:	 E. L. Newcomb, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of application 


The applicant baa requested exploration assistance to 
further explore a pegmatite body for strategic grade mica. The 
project will include 15 hours of bulldozing, s1nkg art 85 foot 
shaft and 100 feet of drifting. 


We do not have any available information in our files on 
the Gage prospect. The prospect iay be familiar to the Field Team 


Although there is a paucity of data in this application, 
I recomnnd. a referri to the Field Team. If they believe an on-
site exnm1nation rry be warranted, they could plan to visit the 
property when in the immediate area.


L. Newcomb
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March 21, 19S 
Messrs. Ed Huskins and	 Subject: DME& 3729 


Fred Gage	 Re: Exploration Assistance 
Route. 3	 Gage Prospect 
Bakersril1e, North Carolina. 


Gentlemen:


The receipt of your application dated UX'0b 16, 195 


for exploration assistance under the Defense Production Act of 1950, 


as amended, is hereby acknowledged. 


Your application has been assigned Docket Number DMEA 3729 


and referred. to the NonmetaUc Minerals Division.. 


Kindly identify t11. future correspondence relating to your 


application by this docket number.


Sincerely yours, 


Robert E. Adams, Chief 
Operations Control and 
StatiAtics Division


hO J2







rfOi.UNIT,TATES DEPARTMENT OF THE 1RIOR M Form Approved. 
(Revised'April 1952) Budget Bureau No. 42—R1035.2. 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN$ \ 
EXPLORATION PROJECT, PURSUØ 
DMEA ORDER 1, UNDER THE DEENSE



PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENE?D


Not to be filled in by applicant 


Docket No. --'.7f 
Metal or Mineral 
Date Received 3/Li55 
Estimated Cost	 a 
Participation (Government %) ---------------------


INSTRUCTION$, 
1. Name of applicant.—(a) State here your full legal name, in the form in which you will wish to contract, and your 


mailing address ------------Ed Huskina and Fred Gage 
------------------------------------


------------------------------------Paep -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


(b) If other than an individual, add to your name above whether a corporation, partnership, etc., and the name of the State 
in which incorporated or otherwise organized. 


(c) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names and addresses of officers. 
(d) If a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners. 


2. General.—Read DMEA Order 1, "Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects," before completing this application. 
Submit this application and all accompanying papers in quad ruplicate (fpur copies), with your name and address on each 
sheet of the application and , on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required 
information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each 'case to the instruction to which it refers by number. 
Comply with all applicable instructions; or, if not applicable, so state. File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration 
Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25,. D. C., or with the nearest field executive officer thereof. 


3. Applicant's property rights.—(a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all 
land' which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and excluding any land or interest in land which i 
not to be included in the exploration project 'contract 1eg4---19 cripition.g±ven--ona—ached --lease.. - -----------


(b) State any mine name by which the property is known. Gage Prospect 
(c) State your interest in the land, whether owner, lessee, purchaser under contract, or otherwise --------- -I9S3e 


(d) If you are not the owner, submit with this application a copy of the lease, contract, or other document under which 
you control the property.' 	 Lease attached. 


(e) If you own the land, describe any liens or encumbrances on it-------------!idownex' 


(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, 'add to the description above, the book and. page numbers for each recorded 
location notice.	 None	 '	 '	 ' 


4. Physical description.—(a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been or now are being 
conducted upon the land, including existing mine workings and production facilities. State &our in,eret, if any, in such 
operations. Also describe accessibility of mine workings for examination purposes. 	 See atiachea sneet. 


(b) State past ,and current production, and ore reserves, if any, giving quantities and grades. 
(c) Describe the geologic features of the property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, etc.), and your 


reasons for wishing to explore. Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a' part 
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, indicating on each 
whether you require its return to you. 


(d) State the facts with respect to the accessibility of the project: Access roads, distances to shipping, supply and residence 
points.


(e) State the availability of manpower, materials, supplies, equipment, water, and power. 	 16-66551-1







5. The exploration project.—(a) 	 te the mineral or minerals for which you wo explore -------!'tt.Ca 	 --


(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and cross sections if needed) 
of any present mine workings, and the location of the proposed exploration work as related to such features as contacts, 
veins, ore-bearing beds, etc. 	 See sheet. 


(c) The work will start within 	 3P--- - clays and be completed within ------------months from the date of an exploration 
project contract. 


(d) State the operating experience and background of the applicant with relation to the ability to carr out such explo-
ration project, and also that of the person OT persons who will supervise the operations.	 skins now on 


6. Estimate of costs.—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the proposed work (you wffi Ii/'to u	 eparate sheet), 
under the following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project: See sheet. 


(a) Independent con'tra.cts.—(Note.—If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to contractors, write "none" 
after this item. To the extent that the work is to be contracted, do not repeat the cost of the contract-work in subsequent 
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in 
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard 
of material moved, etc.). 


(b) Labor, supervision, consultants.—Include an itemized schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees 
for necessary labor, supervision and engineering and geological consultants. 	 ... : 


(c) Operating materials and supplies.—Furnish an itemized list, including items of equipment costing less than $50 each, 
and power, water and fuel. 


(d) Operating equipment.—Furnish an itemized list of any operating equipment to be rented, purchased, or which is owned 
and will be furnished by the Operator, with the estimated rental, purchase price, or suggested use-allowance based on present 
value, as the case may be. 	 S 


(e) Rehabilitation and repairs.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary initial rehabilitation or repairs 
of existing buildings, installations, fixtures, and movable operating equipment, now owned by the Operator and which will be 
devoted to the exploration project. 


(f) New buildings, improvements, installations.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary buildings, fixed 
improvements, or installations to be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project.. 


(g) Miscellaneous.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not 
including initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator's equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmen's compensation 
and employers' liability insurance, and payroll taxes. 


(h) Contingencies.—Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated above. 
NOTE.—NO items of general overhead, corporate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sles taxes), or any 


other indirect costs, or • work performed or costs incurred before the date of the contract, should be included in the 
estimate of costs. 


7. (a) Are you prepared to furnish your share of the cost of the proposed project in accordance with the regulations on 
Government participation (Sec. 7,5 DMEANo. 1)?- Yes. Will, furnish required 25%. 


(b) How do you piopose te. furnish your share of the costs? 


Money	 Use of equipñent owned by you,
	 Eli Other 


Explain in detail on acompanying paper.


CERTI FICATION 
The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, partner,' or 'otherwise, both in his own behalf and acting for 


the applicant, certifies that the informátión set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best 
of his knowledge and belief. 


Dated -----------------------!Chi]4,-----------------------------, 


__________Eu &freG8ge 
R' 


• Titk18; U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a willFully false statement or representation to any depart-
ment or agency of the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction. 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 	 1660551-1







S	 S 


'-103 (Continuation Sheet) 


4. (a) No previous mining operations. This is a new prospect. 


(b) No past production. 


(c) From the vein material it is believed that in.tca 
of strategic quality may be found at this site 
by exploration work. 


(d) Project is accessible to roads, shipping, etc. 


(e) Manpower, equiznent and supplies are available. 
Power is within 150 yards. 


5. (b) We propose to bulldoze a cut across a wide area, 
determine best site then sink shaft 85', and drift 
100' best way with vein, 


6. Estimate of costs: 


Bulldoze 15 brs. © 10.00 per hr. . . . . $ 150.00 


Sink shaft 85' @ $50.00 ft. . . . . . . 4250.00 


Drift 100' with vein @ $35.00 ft.. . . . 3500.00 


Total e stimated cost	 $ 790000







S


r) '( j. L) 


F'ed Gage 


Mr. Gage was born in Mitchell County and has spent 


most of his life here. He is now 39 years old, and has 


mined for himeelf at odd times all his adult life in and 


around this area. 


Mr. Gage has been in the produce business for himself 


for about fifteen years, doing some mining on the side 


during this time. 


He gives the foflowing references: 


Mr. N. L. Buchanan 
Bakeraville, Route 3 
North Carolina 


Northwestern Bank 
Bakeraville, N. C. 


Mr. Winston Felts 
Spruce Pine, N. C.











o 
MINING LEASE 


State of North Carolin p 	 Mitchell	 County:



This indenture made this ]4tbay of M5xch, 1955 


betweeii	 E. L. Briggs and wife, E1niR Brlgga 


of	 Yancey	 County and State of North Carolina as party of the first part, and known 


as lessor..i, an	 Edd Huskins and Fred Gage 


of	 Mitchell	 County and State of North Carolina, party of the second part and known



as lessee. 


WITNESSETH, That the partf the first part in consideration of One Dollar in hand received and hereby acknowl-
edged by the lessor.!, and in consideration of the agreements hereinafter contained, on the part of the party of the second 
part to be performed, hereby bargains, leases and grants o the party of the second part, and his heirs and assigns, for the 
period of five years from the date of this agreement, the following described real property, for mining purposes, in the County 
and State first above written to wit: 	 - 


Beginning on a Hickory tree located 105' N PE of a small opening known as the Gage 
Prospect and running 250' North; thence 500' East; thence 500' South; thsnce 500' West; 
thence 500' North; thence 250' East to a point of closing. This property lying in 
Mitchell County, N. C. 


TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said lands to him, for mining purposes, the said lessee and his heirs and assigns for the 
aforesaid period of five years in compliance with the condition of this instrument, for the purpose and with the right to dig, 
quarry, search, explore for, obtain, and remove any kind of minerals, metals or fossils, and particularly mica, and to conduct 
the same to any extent the said party of the second part, the lessee, may desire. And it is hereby agreed between the parties 
to this agreement that the party of the second part is to have 'the use of any unoccupied buildings on said lands for mining 
purposes, and that he shall have the right to erect such buildings as he needs to carry on such mining operatins during the 
period of this lease, and that the party of the second part shall keep the same in as good condition as when received, unavoid-
able accidents excepted. And it is also agreed by the party of the second part that no unnecessary damage is to be done to 
the lands herein leased during the period of this lease and the continuance of said lease, but the said party of the second part 
shall have the right to take from said lands leased to the party of the second part any wood or timler the party of the second 
part may need to carry on said mining operations or which may be needed to carry on the additioi\ to existing buildings or 
to erect new buildings or sheds on said lands. (Timber of high or special market value is excepted and shall not be used by 
the lessee.) And it is hereby agreed that the party of the second part, the lessee, is to have right-of-way of ingress and egress 
to said mines or land upon which exploration is being conducted. 


AND IT IS FURTHER AGREED That the party of the second part, the lessee hereby agrees to pay to the said part._. of 


the first part, or his or their heirs or assigns, a rental royalty of_1/8 


on the minerals taken and sold from said mines which shall be for the use of the said lands for the aforesaid period of five 
years. The said amounts shall be payable on the computation of selling bills on the tenth day of each month covering sales 
made during the previous month. Any minerals other than those set forth above which may be taken and sold shall be paid 
for and at the usual royalty rate of the minerals taken. 


AND IT IS FURTHER AGREED That the lessee, the party of the second part, his heirs or assigns, shall have the option 
period of its running for an addional five years from the date of its present terminat ion.







Added provisions: 


It is further agreed by lessees that 	 ,..	 - 


1. All mica mined from said mine is to be weighed each 'time it is brought from 
the mine to the mica house and a record kept of all mica mined and the weights 
of same. 


2. All mica to be stored and worked separate and apart from any other mica mined from 
any other mine. 


3. Work Is to begin when Federal loan is approved. 


4, No transfer will be made without Lessor's consent in writing. 


5. All royalties to be paid immediately after each and every sale. 


6. The lessors have the right to visit the mine and mica house where mica is stored 
at any time they desire.' 


7. Mine will be left in a workable condition and clean of all muck.
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FIELD' EWWiATION REPRTO 
on 


DMCA '312 (mica1) G4GEROSL . * 


App23csnte:s	 d liuskin ad Fred	 i3, Bal évil1. North 0x'o1na 


Origins U a shallow pit hd been dug t this. place. A U±t3.e 
feldspar was pre sent in the dump. Not enough exposures were available 
to permit an apprais4, aubsecjuent the applicent stripped an area 
around the old pit eposng a non ica .becz'in( petictite. Add3tional 
woric is riot warrantod thus the application should be denied. 


A visit wco mde to this deposit on April 20, 19%. Lftor 
bedrock was exposed, another o mination was made on June 27, 1955. At 
tho t:Lrr of the first exananation esrs. d Buskins and Fred Gage were 


present, but at the later eaminetion on'y the ezazLners were pro sent. A 
total of three hours were spent on the two inspection. 


The Gage Prospect 18 in the ean vallei as the. George Howell 
rtlno end Prospect to the southwest. It is 2, (airZine) miles S 10° W 
of Baøv:i.31le, tLtcheU Countr, N. C, Access is po ibis at all times 
to within 300 feet of the Frospet. 


The recent trench is 75' .x 10' x 12'., rade aostly in soil, A 
feldspar pematite is exposed 25 feet on its strike in the trench, The 
po : tité contAin$ potash feldspar, scattered quarts, fine scales of 
scrap muscovite and sxeds of biotite. It striKes N. 30° E and thps 
steep3 southeast conoriable to the biotite-anite ieiss wall rock, 


There appears to be 1ttle likelihood that mica of strategic 
trade occurs xi the deposit. Denial is recoiniend, 


Date of Exam: June 21, 19%.


i, if. Teague and fl. H, Amos, Geologists. 
U. 5, eelogieaZ Survor 
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S.	 S 
UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 600 


Messrs. Ed Huskins pd Fred Gage 
Route3	 \ 
Bakersville, North Calina 


\	 Re: Docket No. DMEA-3729 - Mica 


\	 Edliuskins and Fred Gage 


\	 Gage Prospect 


\	 Mitchell County, North Carolina 
Gentlemen:


Your application foi\assistance in exploring the subject 
property has been reviewed by te Nonmetallic Minerals Division of 
the Defense Minerals Exploration\Adxninistration and has been referred 
to Mr. Robert A. Laurence, Execut\ve Officer, DI€A Field Team, 
Region V, Room 13, Post Office Bui\ding, Knoxville 2, Tennessee, 
for further consideration and possiy a field examination. 


The Regional Office will coact you at an early date if 
an examination is to be made. Any aszi\tance that you may give the 
members of the field team during the ex.nation will be appreciated. 


Sincerely çurs, 


Administrator
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UNiTED STATES	 fl 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF MINES 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
	 Ci 


April i; 1955 


morendum


Nonrnet4iic I4inersiG iitsion 
i*fene Minerals Eorition AdmintetrattOn 


From:	 Chief, Br*nch of C.raidc ar4 Fertilizer Matei'iB 


Subject:	 A379 (mica) 


p]4cant E fltisktna *ntt FrEd Gage 


Name .. fl 1OC*tiQt .Ot ProDertl : Gage Prospect 
MtcheU Couty, North Colin& 


te A . p1tcstton Bea'4.. 'b$r,Of Cere44. & . ?ffiU4Zpr Mt); 3/23.155 


COnunene


3. From the limited. infortnatton presented. t is difficult 
to determine if an exploration program is justified or it the proposed 
plan would be the beet method of explorating this propertr. 


2. AlthoUgh it WoUld be desirable for the p3tcant to 
furnish more con3.ete information, it appeal's that a visit by an 
examiner would furnish more uetUl dt&. 


Reommendat!; 


Zt is reconunended that the field tem jsit this mine when 
in that vicinity to aaertain if an exploration project is justified. 
U 80, the field te*m and applicant should agree on $ def2.nite plan 
of explor&tton on s unttcost bBte, 


W, F. Diatrich
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