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.1 
MARCELLUS BUCHANAN II 


ATTORNEY AT LAW



SYLVA. NORTH CAROLINA 


November 14, 1957 


Mr. Robert A. Lawrence, Executive Officer 
Defense Mineral Exploration Adminiotratjon 
Room 13, P. 0. Building 
Knoxville, Tennessee


Re: Jay Joseph Miller, et al 
Partners, Application of 
Bowers Mine 


Dear Mr. Lawrence; 


I am enclosing herewith, in quadruplicate, your form 
ME-103, together with accompanying documents. it is respect-
fully requested that any correspondence relative to this 
application be directed through my office. 


The Bowers Mine is located on a large boundary of 
land on which the applicants own the mineral interests and 
all mining privileges. 


Applicants stand ready and willing to furnish any 
additional information required in connection with this appli-
cation. it was felt that because of the nature of the des-
cription of this Mine that no survey would be necessary, 
certainly before its inspection by your Department. 


Thanking you for your attention to this matter, I 
remain,


Ve	 ruly yours, 


:tl


itctivrv I 
NOV 1I857







Mineral(s) for which you wish to explore 


Estimated Cost of Project 


$	 5700.00


LOCATION OF PROPERTY 
Name	 County 


Bowers Mine on 
Pressley Creek	 Jackson	 N. C. 


State 


Partner


Fop MF-.lp3	 UN1TED STATES	 Euthret Bureau No. 42—R1035.3 
Revised Oct. 1957	


DEITMENT OF THE INTERIOR	 val expires June 30, 1958 


DEFENSE MINERAL S EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


APPLKATION FOR AID IN AN EXPLORATION PROJECT 
PURSUANT TO DMEA ORDER I, UNDER T


	
SE PRO DUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED 


Mr. Jay Joseph Miller 
General Delivery 
Sylva, North Carolina 


appear APPLICANT NOT TO USE THIS BLOCK 
Docket Number 


?2E4- 1fLf.) 
Date Received /1/i 8' /J- 7 
Government 


I' Participation % 


Region 


Division Code 


NAME OF APPLICANT (Full legal name and 
on contract if one is	 c,it)	 i 


ESS ORGANIZATION 
(Check one) 


Individual 


Corporation 


Partnership 


Other (Specify) 


State in which firm is 
organized Pa.


.1ST CORPORATE OFFICERS OR PARTNERS HERE, IF APPLICABLE 
Name	 Address 


Jay Joseph Miller Bedford, Pa. 
Samuel Fickes Bedford, Pa. 
M. V. Brant Shellsburg, Pa. 
Walter H. Reese Bedford, Pa. 
Joseph Sanbor Bedford, Pa. 
Charles Lindeman Rt.#3, Myersdale,Pa. 
Simon Smith Bedtord. Pa.


Title 


Partner 
Partner 
Partner 
Partner 
Partner 
Partner 
Partner 


GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 
Bfore filling out this application, please read DMEA Order—I, 
Revised, "Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects." 
To assure prompt action, your application must provide all 
applicable material and information specified on the back of 
this application form. Avoid unnecessary correspondence and 
delays by submitting complete and accurate information. 
Please submit four copies of this application and all ac-
companying papers except as otherwise noted. Place your 
name and address on each sheet. Each item of information, 
maps, and reports required as a part of this application is 
described on the back of this form. Identify each attached 
statement by the item number to which it applies. If an item 
does not apply to your application, show the item number on 
your statement and after it write "not applicable." Maps or


sketches should be used to supplement narrative descriptions 
of the property location and boundaries in item 1, existing 
mine workings and geology in item 2, and the proposed 
exploration project in item 4. When this information is not 
too complex, all of it may be shown on one map or sketch. 
All documents and other attachments submitted as a part of 
this application, except those in item 2(g) which you mark to 
be returned, become the property of the Government and will 
not be returned to the applicant. Send true copies, not 
originals, of leases, contracts, and other documents which 
are an essential part of your business records. File this 
application with the Defense Minerals Exploration Adminis-
tration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., 
or with the nearest DMEA Field Office. 


CERTI FICATION 
The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate 
officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf 
and acting for the applicant, certifies that the infor-


j 
11 November L957 \ \\ \	 - i 


Da1ed


mation set forth in this form and accompanying papers 
is correct and complete, to the best of his knowledge 
and belief. 


Title 


A wilfully false statement or certification'td any Depment'öI Agency of the United States Government is a criminal offense. 
U. S. Code, Title 18, Sec. 1001.	 - -	 -
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EXHIBIT "A"	 L	


I ______ • 


I. APPLICANTS PROPERTY RIGHTS:	
I 


(a) Bocers Mine located in CllowheowshLp4abksaj 


County, State of North Carolina on the wateof resslev breek 


running from the center of present old shaftIii 


so as to include exactly five (5) acres in a perfect circle. 


(b) Only known as Bowers Mine. 


(c) Partnership owns the mineral interest and all minni 


rights and privileges in the five acres hereinabove described. 


(d) There are no liens, mortgages or other encumbrances 


on the land hereinabove described except for a purchase money 


deed of trust given by applicants to the seller. 


II. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 


(a) Portions of the property have been worked for more 


than fifty (50) years, /but with no regularity. 


(b) None 


(c) Unknown 


(d) Mica reserves 


(e) The property is mountainous mica is in rock veins 


(quartz and Jeldspar), and vein is approximately 8 - 9 feet in 


width.


(f) We have sampled the mine carefully by walking down 


incline into tunnel. 


(g) Information on file with Bureau of Mines, Washington, 


D. .C. 


III. ACCESSIBILITY OF PROJECT: 


(a) Take Pressley Creek Road from Cullowhee, and turn 


right off Pressley Creek Road at house of O'Dell Pressley and 


follow gravelled road to dump at lower edge of mine. 


(b) Sylva, North Carolina - 11 miles from site of mine. 


Both rail and truck shipping available. Mine supplies available 


in Sylva.







IV.	 (a) Old workings are full of water- requires cleaning 


out of old workings to put in operation. This cleaning would 


be necessary before other plans could be made - will then have 


to be re-timbered before operated. 


(b) No access roads will be required. 


•	 (c) Work would be started within 30 days and will re-


quire apptoximately four months. 


V.	 JarY Joseph Miller, who will .be General Manager, has 


been mining for 35 years and has full knowledge of mining probleth 


and procedures and practices. 


VI. ESTIMATE OF dOSTS 


(a) No independent contracts will be let. 


(b) Supervision: 1 man, $1.25 per hour - $50.00 per 


week - Total $800.00. 


Labor: 5 laborers, $1.00 per hour - $200.00 per 


week - Total $3200.00. 


(c) Dynamite, fuses, caps, steel, picks, and shovels 


Total $1000.00. 


(d) Operating equipment to be purchased on installment 


plan - will consist of a compressor, pump, jack haier, hoist 


and engine.


(e) Will have to construct tool house and mica house 


and dynamite house. Total cost of construction $300.00. 


(f) See (e) above, 


(g) Reserve fund of $400.00 for cost of repairs and 


maintenance. 


VII.	 (a) Yes. 


(b) By providing money and equipment.
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NORTH CAROLINA 
JACI(SON COUNT 


THIS DEED, made, executed and de1iere*i 1tis the Bta day 


o November, 1957, bi and between THERUB1IçLC	 ço 
.	 ..	 .	 ---	 ..	 . 
poration duly chart.red, orga.nized and existing under an ty vxi - --- .-,1 
Cue of the laws oI the StateofNorth C*roltna, party of th. firt 


: part and JAY J. MU.LER and wife, o!4vE..	 krIcK! 


, and wife, VERA G.FICKES, $INON	 SMIT1 DR K. V.BUNT and 


wife , IDA C . BMNT ; WALTER H REESE and wife , VIRGINIA RU$I ; ,:	 li	 ---_i	 .--	 . -	 .	 -i	
:-	 •	 ' .	 ---	


-	 - 


JOSE!II SAMBQI; all of $edford County Pennsylvania, CHAIS 


LINEIIt)1 and wire , )IThAL]DZMAN o Sui.rset County Penny1 


p vania, psrtes of the second part, 
..	 .	 .	 : 


:	 '•	 ' •	 .	 .	 .	 .	 WITNESSETH::...	 . 
.	 ..	 .	 . -	 k	 .	 '	 .	 . -	 -	 . -	 .	 .	 . 


THAT said party o tte iirst part, for and in constderatio 


of the øum o Ten ($10 .00) Dollarø to it .n hand paid by said 


j p*rties of the second part, the receipt o which is hteby sck-


nowledged, liss bargained and sold and by theie pr.sents does 


I bargain, sell and convey, into seven equal parts, unto the said 
. :


	


	 partiasof,th* second part,:and their øuàcesorssnd assigns,	 . 


as follows one part to Jay J Miller snd wfa, Olive )4 Miller, 


one part to Samuel lickes and wife, Vera G. ltckes; one part to 


Siaon E. Saith, one part to Walter H Reese and wife, Virginia 


geese, one part to Joseph Sambor, aU of Bedford County, Pennsyl' 


urania, and one part to Charles Lindeman and wife, Martha Linds 


man of Suiaerat County, Pennsylvania, the following described 


tracts or parcels of land located in Savannah and Cullowbee 


Townships, Jackson County, North Carolina, and Mil]shoal Township, 


Macon County, North Carolina, and more particularly described 


as follows 


Being the lands described in a deed from E P 
Stiliwell, Trustee, to The Rubin Mica Company, 
a N)rth Carolina Corporation, recorded in the 
Office of the Register of Deeds of Jackson Countp, 
in Book 12 at:Page 533 and1,recordød tnthe Ofice 
of the'Regiater .f Deeds for Macon County,.in Book 
T4 at Faga 310. 


FIRST TRACT. All, the aic* interest, with full mining 
rights and privileges i.n and to that tract of land,







:	 .	 . 
Situate lying and being on t1e waters of Cullowhe 



	


:, ..	 •	 . . . . ,	 Creek 'in Jackson County and ;jànjflg:	 a hickory, 


	


. : t;•	 • • the Southwest corn,r of State Grant f833, granted to 


	


!	 Andrew ?reaiey, and runs thence North with the line of 
said State Grant #844 .LXty poles to a smaLl hickory 
in said line, thence South 75 Eat 40 poles to a saaU 


	


. . ..	 . ! :	 hickory: near the fence; thence a Southwest dix.çtion 


	


. .. j:	 :	 •to the beginntng, .incIzdLng;wht is known as Rock Cut.	 .: 


	


i	
Mine 


SECOND TRACT. Being sU the rights, titles, intareets, 
lands, teusasnts and heraditaxsents, claivu, privileges 


	


I	 and easereuts £ozeriy owned by F i' $a1a, dec.ased, 


	


,	 and de*cribad in a deed from H C Robertson and Js 


	


: • , •	 . ..	 . K. Watkins, CoiOionez,.tQ L U. Garrett, situ*te, 


	


..	 ., .. j . . .	 •':Ly.ing and being on the . waters of Cullowhee cr..k and 	 . 


	


,	 . : • .	 • •	 Sarnàh Creek in the orAt:y of Jackson and in Milisboal 


	


: . . : . •	 ; Town$hip , Macon County , North .Car,ina , ' said deed datød 


	


. .	 .	 .	 .	 the 18th day of ' May , 1928 , it being the intention, herein 


	


;	 to convey all the right, title and interst in a]L tracts 
and parcels of land in Hacox and Jackson Counties , North :	 • •	 C&rGlifl*, Of which Francis 1. Palms . died èeized atd . 	 .. 
possessed 


THIRD TRACT, All the rights, titles and interests of 
the birs at law of V F Pa1ms Conveyed by H G 


	


. .: •• • .	 •	 .	
Robertson and Jes K. Watkins , Co$sioners , to .	 • .	 ... , ..	 . .	 *. U. .Carrett,• by daed dated the 18th day o May, 1928., 


	


. . :	 • ; .	 as described in .adeed..froaw. •A. H.' Scbxeiber to )'.Y. 
Palms, trustee, dated Jury 2nd. L891, recorded in 


	


. .	 .. . 
i .. . .	 Jackaon county in Book I;p page 115 and in a deed frau .	


• .	 •LH. Bennett and wife, toF. F. Palms, Trustee, dated 
June 13, 1892, and recorded in Xacksot County in Book 


.. :	 : ••. •	 •, .... .
t 'Q" page ... 121 and in another deed £r 	 W0 A.1 }, Schreiber .. 


...	 . •:	 •	 . to ) F PaI*, trustee, datàd 19th dar o Sept. , 1891, 


	


. ' .	 .	 .. .	 and aCordsd in Book P" page . 316 of Jackson County and 
... ... . . : • ;inac*rtaifl . otIrdeedfrQmW * A.•H. SchretbertoV. V. 


PaI.as, Trustee, dated 13 day oi July, 1891, and recorded 
in BookftPH page 1,77 and also in a certain deed from 


	


ii	
W. H Racket and wife to F. F Palms, Trustee, dated 
1 day of May, 1893, and recorded in nook "Cc i ' page 95 
of th. records of deeds for Macon County, and being 
also fully described in a deed from J. E McLain, 
Sheriff of Jackson County, to F F Palms, dated 1 day 
of July, 1895, and recorded in the Office of the Register 
of Deeds for Jackson County, 1* Book "Z" page 281 and 
282 and in a dead of sme date from C. t. loans Sheriff, 
of Deeds for Macon County, in nook of deeds 'U" pages 
56, 57 and 58, to all of which instruments reference 


.is hereby *ade for more full particulars. 


TO RMZ AND TO HOW unto thee the said parties of the 


second part and their successors and assigns, the aforesaid lands 


and premises and all privileges and appurtenances thereunto bei 


longing a1so1ute1y in fee simple, forever 


And the said party of th. first part for itself and its 


successors and assigns, covenants to and with said parties of 


the second part their successors and assigns, that it is seized
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Mr. It. U. Garrett, Jr. 
Shawnee Mica Nines 
Box 631 
Sylva, North Carolina 
• Re Docket No. DA4a4ttca 


Jay Joseph Miller, et al. 
Bowers Mine 
Jackson County, North Carolina 


Dear Mr. Garrett: 


•	 This is with reference to our letters of 1rcb 31 
and ?y 6, 1958, requesting additional information reded to 
process the subject application. 


As we have not receivcd any reply to our letters, we 
are considering your application as having been withdrawn and 
are placing it in our inactive files. 


e wish to thank'yóu for your interest. in the Defense 
Minerals Program and for bringing your property to our attention. 


•	 Sincerely yours, 


C. o. Mitteudori 


Administrator 


LGHouk:gad 6/6/58	 • 
Copy to: Adxnr. R. File 


Field Team, Region V 
Mr. Kiilsgaard, 5222 
Mr. Dietrich, 3061 . 
Mr. Houk


862
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(12..6)


I..
600. 


June 6, 1958 


• Memorandum 


To:	 Mr. Allen S. Dakan, Director 
Operations Control and Statistics Division 


From:	 Lawrence G. Houk, Director	 ..' 
Division of Nonmetallic Minerals'' 


Subject: Withdrawal of application - Docket No. DMEA_4882_Mica 
Jay Joseph Miller, et al. 
Bowers Mine 
Jackson County, North Carolina 


We are notifying the Applicants that since the data 
needed to continue processing the subject application had not 
been received by June 6, 1958, we are considering the matter 
closed.


The subject application may. be withdrawn from the 
pending category and placed in the inactive file. 


C


LGH0uk :gad 6/6/58 
•	 Copy to: Adinr. R. File 


Mr. Houk


8623
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•	 Date Surn3me	 Code IEA Form 7 


	


(126)	 f2m'#sis	 600 


	


•	 . U. Garrett Jr. 
SbLinee ttca 4inea	 ___ ______ ___ 
Dcx 631	 !IUX'•( 6 
Sylva, North Carolina


es DoqIcet 1o. .118821Iica •	 Jay Joseph Uer, *t ii. 
Bowers 1b 
Jackson County, North Carolina 


Lir '. Garrett:


is z*de to our letter of )4arch 31, 1958, a ccr 
Of which is enclosed, reejzesting *cditiona1 information corteerning 
the bect application, for exploration aatetauce. 


We wish to cooperate with yo& fully in allowing uple 
tine to supply the requested information; however, we cannot 
indefinitely poStpone Action Ofl art spplic*tion. Therefore, if we 
do not receive the requested information within 30 days frow the 
date of this letter, we will aseuma that you ar. no longer 
interested ii proceeding with your *pplication, and we will consider 
it ac having been withdrswrt.


Sincerely yours, 


•	 .	 .•	 .	 L*wrertce 0. acuk, irector 
• •	 •	 .	 Division of Nonmatml]c inera3.a 


kncloeure 


WCAnderson:rsi /6/8 •	 • 
• 	 Copy to: Admr. R. File	 •.	 • 


Field Team, Region V	 •	 • 
Mr. Kii1sgaard,222 	 . 
Mr Dietrich, 3061 
Mr. Houk 


•	 •	 .	 •	 •	 •	 •	 •	
•	 O62
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TED STATES 


T OF THE INTERIOR 


AU OF MINES 
HINGTON 25, D. C.


March 31, 1958 


MemorandtJL _J=== 


V NôeU Minerals Division 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From: 
V 


Chief, Branch of Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials 


Subject: ThIEA-Ji.882 (mica) 


Applicant: Jay Joseph Miller, et a].. 	
V 	 V 


Name and. ication of Property: Bowers Mine, Jackson County, N. C. 


Date of Field Team Report: 3/17/58 


Date Rec'd.. by Br. of Ceramic & Fertilizer Materials: 3/211.158 


Field Team Reconmendation: Recommend. approval of a short term contract 


Comments: 


-


	


	 V 	


1. Applicant requested assistance in exploration wrok 
on an old mine. 


2. Field- Examiners state there is large-size, good quality 
muscovite visible in old workings. 


3. Field Team reccmnends exploration on possible downward 
extensions of successfully mined, mica rich rolls and. discovery of 
new ones.	 V 


Reconunendation: 


I concur with the recommendation of the field team that 
exploration assistance be granted.


W. F. Dietrich







tt4EkForm7 
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Mr. Jay Joso Miller 
do Mr. Mareellus Buchanan 113 
£ttorn.y at Law 
Sylva, North Carolina


1AR 3i


OFFICIAL FILE COPY 


r!r'wl i1I,Ti 


L
ltz Docket No. D)2.Miaa 


Jay Joseph Miller, at *1. 
Bowsz'n Mine 
Jackson County, 1orth Garolii* 


Dear Mr. Milleri 


i Deoeab.r 6, 1957., we advised you that w will defer the 
requirement that you çrovide an acceptable land description until after 
tne field examination is aads. 


The field exeainatiot has been meds and in order to contitme 
With the processing of your' application we require the foUowings 


1. Instead of the circular land description of a five 
•	 acre tract subeitted vith your splieation, for an exploration 


projeet vs requir. at least a five acre tract bounded by 
•	 straight lIMe that fora a quedrilatera1, Cr polygon. 


2. A metes and bounds description of the property, that ii, 
• the bearing and lengths of each sid. of the property. 


3 .. Tb. relationship of the propo.,ed work to the boundary 
lines of the subordinated land and a tte4n to the nearest 
identifiable corner. 	 .	 . . 


•	 4. The acreage of the. land yoi own fron which the 
subordinated tract is o*rvsd.	 . 


•	 As soon as. we receive the above reçieated infortion vs 
viU continue the processing of your applioation. 
• .	 incsrely yours, 


I*irencs S. Uonk, Director 
Dlyision of NonmettUic Minerals


8623 







IN REPLY REFER TO: 


-'


UNITED STATES 
ARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


____	 (- L.,2u WASHINGTON25ID.C. 


&1	 C	 March 25, 1958 
Re: DNEA !i.882 


J. J. Miller 
Bowers Mine 


_____ ________ ______	 Jackson County, N. C. 
Rec'd Est. $7,855.25 - Mica 


To:	 L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals. Exploration Administration 


From:	 N. E. Nelson, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of Field Team Report 


The applicant requested assistance in reopening an 
old mine. The proposed work program was indefinite and. no 
description of the peginatite was given. 


The examiners found a large zoned pegxnatite with a 
corrugated. hanging wall. The corrugations more or less follow 
the dip of the pegmatite and mica "makes" in the crest of the 
corrugations. At least 5 of the rolls have been mined and 2 
others are indicated. 


The examiners recommend a 50-foot winze to be sunk 
down the crest of the most persistent corrugation and 150 feet 
of drifts and crosscuts at the bottom to explore the possible 
downward extensions of the other rolls on both foot and hanging 
walls.


I concur with the recommendation.. 


•	 •	 L
N. E. Nelson
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOF 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMIN ISTRATION 


ROOM 13 POST OFFICE BLDG.

KNOXVILLE 2, TENN. 


March 17, l95


-	 _Th	 rrhQ. 


Memorandum 


To: 


From: 


Subject:


Operating Committee, DMEA - Washingtô 


DMEA Field Team, Region V Knoxville, Tennessee 


Field Team Examination Report - DMEA-42 (mica) 
Bowers Mine, Jackson County, N.C. 


Transmitted are three copies of the subject report and 


eight extra copies of the maps. 


The Field Team concurs with the Field Examiners in 


recommending approval of a short form contract as set forth 


in the report. 


jL1 e\ 


I 
'cf,J


Robert A. Laurence 
Executive Officer, DMEA 
Region V 


1embe V. JL 
Bureau of Mines 


Rer1epd 
DI OPERATILG COr,







S
DEPARTNENT OF INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


FIELD EXAMINATION 
REGION V 


DMEA-42 (mica) BOWERS MINE

Jackson County, N. C. 


March 17, l95


L[[	 ©T


F. G. Lesure, Geologist 
Geological Survey 


and 


S. A. Feitler, Mining Engineer 
Bureau of Mines 


'm-c
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FIELD EXAMINATION REPORT 
DMEA 


DMEA-42 (mica) BOWERS MINE 

Jackson County, N. C. 


Applicant: Jay Joseph Miller, et al. General Delivery, Sylva, N.C. 


SUMMARY 


Mining at the Bowers Mine was carried on intermittently 
until April 1945 in two large stopes. The last work was done in 
the South Stope where three mica-rich rolls are present along 
the hanging wall of a zoned pegmatite. Examination indicates the 
probable extension of these three rolls and the possible presence 
of at least two more. Mica from the working face In the hanging wall zone and from muck in the bottom of the stope is of good 
quality. It is recommended that exploration assistance be granted 
in the form of a 50-foot inclined shaft, 100 feet of drift on 


the hanging wall and 50 feet of cross cut and drift on the foot-
wall of the zoned pegmatite. 


INTRODUCTION 


Location: The Bowers Mine is at an elevation of 3200 feet on the 


steep eastern slope of Savannah Ridge, 3 1/2 miles 541°W of 


Cullowhee, Jackson County, North Carolina (Cullowhee, N.C., Quad. 


TVA, 1:24,000). The mine is about 2000 feet west of Pressley 


Creek and can be reached by 4-wheel drive vehicles on a steep mine 


road leading off the gravel Pressley Creek road from the O'Dell 


Pressley house. 


xamination: The first examination of the Bowers mine was made on 


January 22 and lasted about 3 hours. Because of water in the lower 


workings a second examination lasting about one hour was made 


February 6 and a third lasting about 2 hours on March 6. Mr. R. U. 
Garrett, Jr., and Mr. J. B. Dalton, both of Sylva, accompanied 


the examiners on all the examinations. 


ijistoy: The Bowers pegmatite was discovered in 1 99, and the
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mine was operated intermittently until 19 LF5.( Larrabee and Heinrich 


in Olson, J.C. 1946, Mica Deposits of the Franklin-5ylva District, 


North Carolina, Bull.49, N.C. Dept. Conserv. Devel.,p-32). 


Complete history of the mine up to October 1944 is given in the 


Olson report and by D. M. Larrabee (Bowers Mine, unpublished 


manuscript, U.S. Geol. Survey, Jan. 16, 1944) and E. W. Heinrich 


(Bowers Mine, Supplementary Reports, unpublished manuscripts, U.S. 


Geol. Survey, June 1944 and October 1944). The large (south) stope 


southwest of the workings mapped in 1944 by Lemke and Heinrich was 


mapped during the examinations (see atached map). This stope is 


more than 50 feet high, 35 to 50 feet long and 7 to 13 feet wide. 


Parts of three mica shoots have been mined in this stope but no 


production figures are available. At the time work was stopped, 


mining was being done on a series of benches along the southern 


edge of the stope. The winze mentioned by Heinrich (October, 1944) 


was apparently sunk and used to remove muck from thisstope. 


According to Mr. Garrett all mining ceased in April 1945, because 


of a series of mine accidents. No work as been done under the 


present mica-buying program. 


A toolhouse, dynamite and exploder magazines, hoist and 


compressor are on the property. All equipment is on rental-


purchse basis. In estimating costs, the usual rental rates are 


used. These are considered fair and represent only 50 to 60 


percent of the rental-purchase payments made by the Operator. 


The Applicants have dewatered the mine and rebuilt the chute 


through the winze into the south stope. Electricity is available along
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Pressley Creek to the east. Water for drilling is present at the 


mine now, but Mr. Garrett reports that water had to be hauled from 


a stream below the mine area during dry summer months in 1944. 


Although the application implies that J. J. Miller will 


direct the mining, all work is now being directed by R. U. Garrett, Jr., 


and J. B. Dalton, both of whom have had extensive experience, in 


mica mining.


GEOLOGY 


The areal geology and description of the Bowers pegmatite 


are given by Larrabee and Heinrich (Olson, 1946, P 32). The 


country rock is a banded garnetiferous quartz-biotite gneiss that 


strikes generally NE and dips steeply NW. This rock has been in-


xp jected by an irregularly shaped pipe-like body of pegmatite 


that strikes NW and dips steeply SW. Rolls in the hanging wall of 


the pegmatite plunge steeply west and southwest. 


The pegmatite contains a quartz core associated with minor 


quantities of microcline, This core is continuous along the foot-


wall of the south stope from the 2960 level to the 2920 level. 


The core is overlain by a medium-to coarse-grained plagioclase-


quartz-muscovite hanging wall zone. Accessory minerals include 


garnet, pyrite, pyrrhotite and biotite. This zone ranges in thick-


ness from 5 to 10 feet. 


Muscovite occurs in pipe-like bodies in the rolls along the 


hanging wall contact with the gneiss. The axes of the rolls mined 


in the south stope have been plotted on the map. One of these rolls







S	 . 
page-4. DNEA-482 


was mined continuously down the plunge from the winze at the top 


of the stope. This roll plunges 65° S65°w. Another roll just 


north of this plunges 45°S0°W. A third was being benched at the 


upper part of the stope at the south end of the 2960 level. This 


roll plunges steeply about 370°W. The presence of two other rolls 


to the south is suggested by warping in the hanging wall contact 
at the south end of the open cut. These rolls also plunge steeply 


southwest. These rolls are about 5' x 10' in cross section and 


have been mined 50 feet or more down the plunge. No data con-
cerning the percent of muscovite in the rolls are available. 


Muscovite in the hanging wall zone and from muck piles at 


the bottom of the south stope is of good quality, better than that 


described by Larabee and Heinrich (Olson, l946, p 32). Books up 


to 6" x 12" have been found but much of the mica ranges from 3" x 5" 


to 6" x s". The mica is clear, free splitting and fairly flat. 


Some is ruled, warped and "A". 


Both pegmatite and country rock are hard and unweathered in 


the underground workings of the mine. 


RECONENjjATIO3 


We recommend that exploration assistance be granted. Mining 


at the Bowers has proved the presence of 5 or more mica-rich roll-


like structures. The presence of other rolls south of the present 


workings is suggested by warping of the hanging wall in the open 


cut. The footwall of the pegmatite, however, has not been explored 


along the south stope and presents a potential target. We recom-
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mend a program consisting of a fifty-foot inclined shaft near or 


on the main roll in the south stope, 100 feet of drift to inter-


sect the downward extension of the other rolls along the hanging 


wall at about the 270 level and from this drift 50 feet of cross-


cutting to and drifting along the footwall. 


ESTIMATED COSTS 


Sink a 50-foot 5' x .' foot, two-compartment inclined shaft 
from the present bottom of the South Stope. 


Labor: 


1 .- Foreman-miner	 $14/shift 
1 Hoistman	 12/ It 


1 - Laborer	 ______ 
Per hr. shift.... $34/ " 
Total labor - 35 shifts @ 


Equipment (rental)* 	 1, 


1 - Compressor/W$150/Mo\ 
1 - Ho ± st @ $Q/Mo . 
1 - Rock dri]11L ir/hose.. 


-	 i	 (I
A 


@ $40/Mo,; \ 
quipmen/rer 


* see page 2, paragraph 1. 


Supplies, Tax & Insurance: 


Gasoline and oil 
Explosives 
Drill steel 
Timber, 1 l/2/b.f. 
Small tools & Misc


$262.50 
7.5O 


70.00 / 
70.00 


...... 


112.50 
200.00 
90.00 
97.50 


100.00 


1 - Sump pum 
Total 


Sales tax	 19.00 
Soc • Sec & Insurance	 143.00 


	


Total supplies... . . . ......	 762.00







S. A. Feitler 
Bureau of Minks, F. G. Lesure 


Geologist, USGS 


I.


.
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Botal estimated cost of shaft...... 	 . $2,442.0 


Est. cost/foot shaft 


Drift and/or crosscut 150 feet, 
5' x 7' in cross section from or near the 
bottom of the shaft (75 shifts). 


Labor:	 '	 . 


1 - Foreman-miner .. $14/shift 
1 - Hoistnian	 12/ " 
1 - Laborer	 _______ 
Per	 hr. shift..,.	 $34T/ " 


Total 'labor - 75 shifts @ $34....


2)° 
1 - Hoist	 50/Mo. (	 l 7.5Q	 ti 


1 -. Rock	 rillw/hose
) 150.00 ) 


= 
Jac leg@ $25/Mo,/\ 75' 


1- 'b	 ' 
Total equipment rental 	 l,143.75) 


* See page 2, paragraph 1. 
Supplies, tax. & Insurance 


Gasoline & Oil 337.50 Explosives 525.00 Drill steel 210.00 
Small tools & Misc. 300.00 


ales Tax 41.00 
Soc. Sec. & Ins.	 ' 306.00 


Total supplies, etc.	 J,719.5O 


Total estimated cost of drift 5.4l3) 


Estimated cost/foot of driftc
Lt 


Sununary of costs 
Sinking 50 feet $2;442.O0 Drifting 150 feet -	 1 .2 


Total estimated cost of 7,	 55.25 
project ___________
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DEC 6 


Me. Marcellus Buchanan UI 
Attorney at Mv 
Syiva, Nth Carolia


1e,


OFPTrT4F. FTL (?PV 


Docket No. D)A-4882-
Jay Joseph Miller, et	 ( ) Bowers Mine	 i#)-/ L 
Jackøon county, North Caro 


Dear Mr • Buchanan 


Yaw' Iient' application for assistance in exploring the 
subject property has been reviewed by the Division of Nonmetallic 
Minerals of the Defense Minerals xploration dministration and has 
been. referred to Mr. Robert A. laurence, Executive Officer, t*A 
!ield Team, Region Y, Roc 13, ?ot Office Building, Knoxville 2, 
Tsnneuee, for' further consideration and possibly a field examination. 


The Regional Office will contact you at an early date it an 
examination is to be made. Any assistance you may give the members of 
the field Team during the examination will be appreciated. 


Please be advised that the D) does not participate in 
projects involving wiwatring and oleaning out of old workings for 
the purpose of assessing a mineral deposit or determining a suitable 
project.	 S 


The circular land description of the five acre tract is not 
an acceptable description for a project. The property must be bounded 
by straight lines forming a quadrilateral or polygon. We will defer 
the requii'ement that you provide an acceptable land description until 
after the field examination is made. 


Sincerely yours, 


C. 0. Mittendorf	 :) 


WCAnderson:rsi 12/5/57	
Adminietrato:r 


Copy to: Admr. R. File 
Operating Committee 
Field Team, Region V 
Mr. Kiilsgaard, 5222 
Mr. Dietrich, 3061 
Mr. Honk
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DEC 


r. Robert . Lsurence 
Executiv* Off iosr', MA 
rield eam Region V 
Room 13, Post Ofics Bldg. 
Knoxville 2 Tennessee


Rei Dooket No.	 -4882..Mia 
Jay Joseph Miller, •t al. 
Bowers )ltne 
Jickson Count7, North Carolina. 


Mr • laurence $ 


rlease review the subject ap1iction and arrange for a 
field examination it you deem it necessary. 


Copies of memoranda dated Novenber 20 and 22,, 1957, by 
Mr. L L Nelson, t1i, find r. U. ?, Di,trioh,	 respectively, 
relating to the project az's enclosed. There is also enclosed a 
copy of the appliotion for the use of the Field ¶e*ze. 


If a project is reconanded, pleaee have the 4pplicants 
get the required. lend description and tiø from n established 
corner.	 .	 .


4ncer.ly yourn, 


George C. e1fridge 


Chaiz'asrL, 0e3?atifl Coir*dtte.é' 


Approved: 
P. F. Yopes 


-'-LLU'' 
)mber, Bureau of Einea 


	


N. E. Ne'1So	 (I'A) nil'	 '---..	 . ..._J.__ '"1	 L. Member, Geological Survey 


Lnelosures 5


WCAnderson:rsi 12/5/57 
Copy .to: Admr. R. File 


Operating Committee 
Mr. Kiilsgaard, 5222 
Mr. Dietrich, 3061 
Mr. Houk







UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERiOR 



BUREAU OF MINES 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C.


November 22, 1957 


Memorandum 


To:	 Nonmetallic Minerals Division 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 Chief, Branch of Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials 


Subject: LMEA- 11882 (mica) 


Applicants: Jay Joseph Miller, et al. 


Name and Location of Property: Bowers Mine, Jackson County, N. C. 


Date Application Rec'd. by Br. of Ceramic & Fertilizer Materials: U/l9/57 


Comments:


1. It appears that the applicants are asking for assistance 
to do preliminary work in reopening an old mine. 


2. No definite plan of exploration has been submitted. 


Recommendation: 


It is recommended that the applicants be requested to do the 
necessary preliminary work before a field examination is scheduled. 


W. F. Dietrich	 -	 -;. 
I 


I
___________	 (c 


H-
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O 
UNITED STATES 


'ARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


WASHINGTON 25. D.C. 


November 20, 1957 


Re: DMEA 1j882 
J. J. Miller et al 
Bowers Mine 
Jackson County, N. C. 
$5,700.00 - Mica


IN REPLY REFER TO: 


To:	 L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 N. E. Nelson, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of application 


As observed by the Field Team, the applicants request 
assistance in reopening an old mine, apparently without having 
done any preparatory work and. without definite plans for ex-
ploration.


As reconirnend.ed. by the Field Team, the 'applicants 
should be requested to do the preliminary work before a field 
examination is made.


. 


N. E. Nelson
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j	 Subject: D88a 


Your application for exploration assistance, dated



Noveer ii	
submitted to our office at g vil Tonneasee 


has been assigned Docket Number	 and referred to the 


in the Washington office. 


Kindly idóntify: all future correspondence relating. to your 


application by this Docket Number. 


Sincerely yours, • 


•	
Allen S. Dakan, Director 


•	 Operations Control and 
• 	


00


, , Statistics Division 


Copy to: 


Region
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