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MF-205 . _ For ’ernm'ent's. Use Only
(Combines and supercedes MF-201 aWWPMF-203) EXPLORATISW PROJECT CONTRACT

June 1956 Operator
‘ Docket No. DMEA-
Contract No. Idm-E
Contract Date

CONSENT TO LIEN
and
SUBORDINATION AGREEMENT 1/

W
¥iffe to that certain land in the County of Avery , State of

North Gar01ina , described as follows: 2/

The Entire Track of the Hunter Property located in Avery County, N.C. on Plumtree Creek

know and designated as the "A" Mine, Beginning on a small Locust= N 47 W 430! to

a stake; N 30 E 450 to a stake, SUTE hoo- to a pile of Rocks, 8 25 W L50' to the

Beginning. Contaum.ng 4% acres.

which is the subject of a proposed explorafion project contract, hereinafter called the "contract,"
with the United States of America, hereinafter called the "Government;" in consideration of the
contract and as an inducement .to the Government to enter into it, the undersigned hereby-—-

’

1. Undertakes and agrees that property in Wthh the Government may acquire an interest
or equity under the contract may be dlsmantled, severed from the land, and removed, as may be pro-
vided in the contract; and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior
and superior to any adverse right or claim.of the undersigned;

2. Grants to the Government a -lien upon all of .the undersigned's right, title, and
interest in the land and upon any production of minerals therefrom, to Secure the payment to the
Government of a percentage royalty on productlon as may be provided for by the Contract;

3. Subordinates tihe undersigned's right, title, claim, or interest in or against the
land and in any production therefrom to the rights of the Government under the contract with respect

to royalty on production and liens to secure same;

4. Represents and undertakes that there is no claim, lien,- or encumbrance .upon the

m“qndersigned's right, title,. claim, or interest in or against.the land other than the fdllowing:

(If "none" insert the word "none." Do not leave lines blank.)

1/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence .of production there is no
obligation to pay royalty to the. Government. ..

2/ Either (a) insert the legal dnscrlptlon of the land or (b) strike out the words "as follows"
and insert "in a lease [or contract deed, or other document] dated, . \ ,
and recorded in Book s Page official .records of.said county." If‘(b)
is used, the book. and page of recordation cannot. be dlspensed with., If the space provided is
insufficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space.

P A






6. Undertakes and agrees (a) neither to commit any act nor assert any claim in conflict
with the provisions of this Agreement; and (b) to give advance notice of the Government's rights
under this Agreement to any subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any of the
undersigned's right, title, claim, or interest in or against the land, or any production therefrom
furnishing the Government with iwo copies of such notice; and '

6. Consents to all amendments (including an agreement of termination) and assignments of
the contract without notice thereof, and undertakes and agrees that this Agreement shall extend and
apply thereto. '

7. Added provision: d(State "None" or "See Annex No. "

N

Dated this _ 4%  day of A , 195§ .

MM(M%M[SGMI _Lz—mﬁ!?g_m__&:.IAddress]
[Seal] &éﬁé ﬂéé‘ﬂ ézﬁgﬁ;m [opsec [Address]

[sea1] - [Address]
[Seal] [Address]
[Seal] : [Address]
[Seal] : [Address]
I, ' certify that I am fhe
(Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that
who signed this agreement was then : (President

or Vice-President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf
of said corporation by authority of its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate
powers,

TN A + i[corporate Sea1l] - - - . .

R S I S L o T

5172
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MF-205 - C For ’ernment's Use Only
{Combines and supercedes MF-201 a¥@P MF-203) E "' EXPLORAT PROJECT CONTRACT

June 1956 . ' Operator.
o " Docket No. DMEA-
‘Contract No. Idm-E
Contract Date__ ‘"

A and

b A Am@hgf‘ -
Referring to thaggmgnﬁ%%gvﬁigg/ﬁn the County of ' L , State of
s .

N°”°h Carolina , described as follows: 2/ A o

The Entire Track of the Funter Property located in Avery Caunﬁy, N.C. on P&umtvee Creek
know and designated as the “A"‘Mine Beginning on a. gnall Locust- N’h? W L30% to

a stake; N 0B hSO' to a stake; 8 h? E hOO' to a pile of Rocksy & 25 W 450? to the

Beginning. Containing L} acres.

which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter callgd the "contract,”
with the United States of America, hereinafter called the "Government;" in consideration of the
contract and as an inducement to the Government to enter.into it,'the undersigned hereby--

1. Undertakes and agrees that property 1n which the Government may acquire an 1nterest
or equity under the contract ‘may be dismantled, severed from the 1and and removed, as may be pro-
vided in the contract; and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior
and superior to any adverse right or claim of the undersigned;

2. Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and
interest 1n ‘the land and upon any productlon of minerals therefrom, to secure the payment to the
Government of a percentage royalty-on production as may be provided for by the Contract;

3. - Subordinates the undersigned's right, title, claim, -or interest’in“or against the
land and in any production therefrom to the rights of the Government under the contract with respect
to royalty on production and liens to secure same;

4. Represents and undertakes that there is no olalm lien, or encumbrance -upon, the
undersigned's right, title, claim, or interest in or against the land other than the following:
(If "none" insert the word "none." Do not leave lines blank.)

None

1/ Mining or production from the land is not. requlred and in the absence of productlon there is no

obligation to pay .royalty.to the Government. .. .. 't‘ . ,
2/ Either (a) insert the legal description: of the land (b). strike out the words "as follows"
and insert "in a.lease [or contract, deed, .or other document] dated ,
- and recorded in Book _, Page ;__ . ~.» O0fficial records of said county." If (b)

is used, the book and page .of recordatlon capnot.be dispensed with. "If the space provided is
insufficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space.






| 5. Undertakes and agrees (a) neither to commit any act nor assert any claim in conflict
,with the provisions of this Agreement; and (b) to give advance notice of the Government's rights
" under this Agreement to any subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any of the
'undersigned's right, fitle; claim} or interest in or against the 1ahd, or any production therefrom
© furnishing the Government.with two copies of such notice; and

| .

| 6. Consents to all amendments (including an agreement of termination) and assignments of
' the contract without notice thereof, and undertakes and agrees that this Agreement shall extend and

f apply thereto.

! 7. Added provision: ' (State "None" or "See Annex No. ")

Dated this _/[éé" day of WM , 1955 .

MIMMM [sea1] £29E &l NAve Wm [Address]
N_Coriie T fowitier [Seal]WQLﬂﬂ_M@ [address]

[sea1] [Address]
[Seal] ' . — [Address]
[Seal] [Address]
[Seal] [Address]
I, certify that I am the
(Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that
who signed this agreement was then : (President

or Vice-President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf
of said corporation by authority of its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate

powers.

s . u»i[quporate.Seall C

e i . . . . ;
P T St . M et i ey
o

INT.-DUP. SEC., WASH., D.C. : - o 5172





MF-205 . : Fo_r_’ernment 's Use Only
(Combinss and supercedes MF-201 aWWMF-203) . . EXPLORATI PROJECT CONTRACT

June 1956 _ Operator

- : ", Docket No. DMEA~
’ ‘Contract No. Idn-E
Contract Date

Avery , State of
Herth Carolins , desgéfbea s follovs: 2/
The Dntire Trock of the funtcr E&operw located in Avory @wnwa H.Ge on Plantves Creek
kaow end designated as tho UAY [ling, Deginning on e guoll kocuste K U7 U L3t %o

4 stakes H 30 B LSOV to a ataim 8 “h? B t@m to & pﬂé. of Rocksy 8 85 T 40T %o the
Beginming. cemaﬁm h’; actese '

which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter called the "contract,"
with the United States of America, hereinafter called the "Government " in consideration of the
contract and as an 1nducement to the Government to enter into it, the undersigned hereby--

1. Undertakes and agrees that property in which the Government may acquire .an interest
or equity under the contract may be dismantled, severed from the land, and removed, as may be pro-
vided in the contract; and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior
and superior to'anysadversefright or claim of the undersigned;

2. Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right,-title, and
interest in the land and upon any production of.minerals therefrom, to secure the -payment to the
Government of a percentage royalty on production as may be provided for by the Contract;

3. - Subordinates the undersigned's right, title, claim, or interest in or against the
land and in any production therefrom 10 the rights of the Government under thé. contract with respect
to royalty on production and liens to secure same; o [ - : - . v

4, Represents and undertakes tnat‘there is no claim, lien, or -encumbrance -upon the
undersigned's right, title, claim, or interest in or against the land other than the following:
(If "none" insert the word "none." Do not leave lines blank.)

1/ Mining or produotlon from the land is not requlred, and in the absence of productlon there is no
obligation to pay royalty to ‘the Government ‘ -

2/ Either  (a) insert the legal descrlptlon of the land - or (b) strike ‘'out the words "as follows"
and insert "in a lease [or contract ,deed, or o»her document] dated ___ ,

and recorded in Book . : Page . ir Official records of _said oounty " If (b)
is used, the book- and page . of recordatlon cannot be dlspensed with, ir the space prov1ded is
insufficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space.






| 5. Undertakes and agreeé (a) neifher to commit any act nor assert any claim in conflict
with the provisions of this Agreement; and (b) to give advance notice of the Government's rights
under this Agreement to any subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any of the
undersigned's right, title, claim, or interest in or against the land, or any production therefrom
furnishing the Government with two copies of such notice; and

6. Consents to all amendments (including an agreement of termination) and assignments of
the contract without notice thereof, and undertakes and agrees that this Agreement shall extend and

apply thereto.

1
! 7. Added provisiﬁn: ' (State "None" or "See Annex No. ")
|
)} Dated this 4 day of ) , 1955,
.
[sea1] M_&#Qﬂ 2‘IJ%M_I_&MM/[Addx'ess]

N\ Coriie 2 2. ‘ Usou) 224 2240w B fTOT Tac tiress]

[sea1] : [Address]

’ ' . [sea1l [Address]

: [seal] ‘ [Address]
|
!

[Seal] » [Address]

I, . ' certify that I am the
(Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that
who signed this agreement was then (President

i or Vice-President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf
' of said corporation by authority of its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate

powers,

w e e : E[COrporate Seal] . 1

N : ¥ S ; ' .
K ] v » A RN \ ' . L [P o8 3" RPN AR o -_", Ll e e - . “
. 3 DT T w0y T

9 INT.-DUP. SEC., WASH., D.C. 5172
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MF-205 a. ‘ For gwernment's Use Only
(Combinss and supercedes MF-201 MF-203) EXPLORATi.PROJECT CONTRACT

June 1956 : Operator
Docket No. DMEA~
Contract No. Idm-E
Contract Date

!

// Ll mz/’ JCONSENT TO LIEN
ﬁ)

(ngl/ﬁ o and
“SUBORDI [ATION AGREEMENT 1/

£ g 1 o E

To the United States of Amerloa o =
- /\ ey J“N . /@T/ L
N\ N avavy |
Referrlng tO\that certain 1%> in the County of ° , State of
AN /i / .

waim (desor:.bed as follows 2/

krw 508 desionsted cp S0 YAY (oo Deplanfop ¢b @ &0l Socoste 1 is'? 17 L30T to

a‘mwamwwwamiMWW‘%“;M&M“ U USDY to the

o

’

which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter called the "contract,"
with the United States of America, hereinafter called the "Government " in con31deratlon of the
contract and as an inducement to the Government to enter into it, the under51gned hereby—~

1. Undertakes and agrees thet property in which the Government may acquire an interest
or equity under the contract may-be4dismantled,~severed.from the land, end removed, as may be pro-
vided in the contract; and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior
and superior to any adverse right.or claim of{the,nndersigned; ‘

2. Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and
interest in the land and upon any production of minerals therefrom, to secure the payment to the
Government of a percentage royalty on production as may be provided for by the Contract;

3. Subordinates the undersigned's right, title, claim, or -interest in or against the
land and in any production therefrom to the rights of the Government under the contract with respect
to royalty on production. and liens to secure same;

4., Represents and undertakes that there is no claim, lien, or encumbrance wupon the
undersigned's right, title, claim, or interest in or against the land other than the following:
(If "none" insert. the word "none." Do .not leave lines blank.) -

1/ Mining or production from the land is not reduired, and in the absence of production there is no
obligation to pay royaliy, to the Government. . .

2/ Either (a) insert the legal description.of the land or (b) strlke out.the words "as follows"

and- insert "in a lease [or contract, deed or ovher document] dated . . ,

and recorded. in Book . s Page oo, Official, .records, ;of sald county." If {(b)

is used, the .book and page of. reoordatlon cannot be dlspensed w1th If the space prov1ded is

1nsuff101ent, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space.






5. Undertakes and egrees (a) neither to commit any act nor aésert any claim in conflict
"with the provisions of this Agreement; and (b) to give advance notice of the Government's rights
under this Agreement to any subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, -or lessee of ény of the
" undersigned's right, title, claim, or interest in or against the land, or ‘any production therefrom
. furnishing the Government with two copies of such notice; and

6. Consents to all amendments (including an agreement of fermination) and assignments of
the contract without notice thereof, and undertakes and agrees that this Agreement shall extend and

. apply thereto.

: : 7. Added provision: ' (State "None" or "See Annex No. "

Dated this _/;4 day of W 2PIA

"*‘ MMAM_(M;%@M._" [sea1] m__geg_@ﬂw% Lo cces [raaross]
\ Carnce & MNeerilor — [Seallwm%mz_&‘_ [Address]

! [seail [address]
[sea1] ___ a [Address]

‘ [Seal] [Address]

? [sea1] [Address]

|

3 I, certify that I am the

j (Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that

g who signed this agreement was then (President

or Vice-President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf
of said corporation by authority of its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate

powers,

. o : [COrporate Seal]

INT.-DUP. SEC., WASH., D.C. . 5172






June 1956 : Opsrator

MF-205 ‘ a. For 'ernment's Use_Only
(Combinas and supercedes MF-201 MF-203) EXPLORAT PROJECT CONTRACT

Docket No. DMEA-
Contract No. Idm-E
Contract Date

/D> rCGNSENT«Tb*\IEN
> LB dn
Magoas &u@gp@u\r’

Ditvi gz 5,

=8f

, State of

: descrléed as foli;ws 2/

Sh Ontoro Gecok of S Nankoo Bee fosted Gin feowy Cocnitgy Dils @ @W m
koo &8 (eglenoted b o WS [nee  Deleting 5 0 & locrebe 07 B RE0 60

& ptaley ?3&@&%%@%;@&?3&@* to & pile of Docles s@wtmm
Dogloodngs oty i sorose

which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter called the "contract,"
with the United States of America, hereinafter called the "Government;" in consideration of the
contract and as an inducement to the Government to enter into it, the undersigned hereby-—-

’

1. Undertakes and agrees.thatdprope;ty iﬁ which the Government may acquire an interest
or equity under the contract may be dismantled, sevetred from the land, and removed, as may be pro-
vided in the contract; and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior
and superior to any adverse right or claim of the undersigned;

-2.- Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and
interest in the land and upon any production of minerals therefrom, to secure the payment to the
Government of a percentage royalty on production as may be provided. for by the Contract;

3. Subordinates the undersigned's right, title, claim, or interest in.or against the
land and in any production therefrom to the rights of the Government under the contract with respect
to royalty on production and-~liens to secure same;. .- S I

4. Represents and undertakes that there is no claim, lien, or encumbrance upon the
undersigned's right, title, claim, or interest in or against the land other than the following:
(If "none" insert the word "none." Do not leave lines blank.)

1/ Mining or production from the land is not reQuired, and in the absence of production there is no
obligation to pay royalty to the Government. .-

2/ Either (a) insert the legal description of the. land or (b) strlke out the words "as follows"
and insert "in a lease [or contract, deed,. or other. document] dated v : ,
and recorded in Book : __, Page ___. ~ ., official rscords of sald county " If (b)
is used, the book and page:of recordatlon cannot be dlspensed w1th If the space provided is
insufficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space- T '






-

N

5. Undertakes and agrees (a) neither to commit any act nor assert any d;aim in conflict
'with the provisions of this Agreement; and (b) to give advance notice of the Government's rights
‘under this Agreement to any subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any of the
‘undersigned's right, title, claim, or interest in or against thelland, or any production therefrom
‘furnishing the Government with two copies of such notice; and :

1

6. Consents to all amendments (including an agreement of termination) and assignments of
 the contract without notice thereof, and undertakes and agrees that this Agreement shall extend and

apply thereto.

—"

7. Added provision' i (State "None" or "See Annex No.

Dated this 42 day of 724ZL44@4g , 195§i

&m&EMM@m&\f%@_ [sent) 52754 lut, “NisgbeTon Jovso fraaess]
& Q‘/‘UI & ;JL«,M%AA [sea1] gﬂ-f & éZJZ CPoe % gﬁ@l;zﬁ‘ [Address]

[sea1] [Address]
‘[Seal] [Address]
. [Seal] : [Address]
[seai] [aadress]
I, certify that I am the
(Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that
who signed this agreement was then (President

' or Vice~President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf
of said corporation by authority of its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate

powers.

[Cbrboraté‘Seal]

INT.-DUP. SEC., WASH...D.C, _ 5172






MF-205 - ‘ . ' Fgr_’grnment's- Use Only
(Combines and supercedes MF-201 aM@# MF-203) EXPLORATI PROJECT CONTRACT

June 1956 o o Operator
' Docket No. DMEA~
Contract No. Idm-E
Contract Date

ﬁENT) 7Q_LIEN
@\B ’~an / 0,\
Q%ﬂ ORDINATION AGREEMENT 1/

\,L‘

To the United States of Ameriéa.';:‘ KWAR IJLHQ58 tj}

Y : . .
Referrlng to that cer 1 nd in“theﬂCount of ": State of

’

50 Caoniling

3 3 Dy

e ok 6 et

which is the subjeot of a proposed exploratlon project contract, herelnafter called the "contract,”
with the United States ‘of America,- hereinafter . called the "Government;" in con51deratlon of the
contract and as an 1nducement to the Government to enter into it, the under51gned hereby—— '

1. Undertakes and agrees that property in which the Government mdy adquire'an interest
or equity under the contract may be dismantled, severed ftom the land, and removed, as may be pro-
vided in the contract; and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior
and superior to any adverse right or claim of’ the under31gned

2. Grants- ‘to the:GbVernment a lien upon: all of the undersigned's right, ‘title, and
interest in the land and ,upon any production of minerals therefrom to secure the payment to the
Government of a percentage royalty on productlon as may be prov1ded for by the Contract;

3. Subordinates the undersigned's right, title, claim, -or ‘interest in or -against the
land and in any production therefrom to the rights of the Government under the contract with respect
to royalty on production and liens to secure same;: "

4. Represents and undertakes that there is- no claim, lien, or -encumbrance upon the
undersigned's right, title, claim, or interest in or against the land other than the following:
(If "none" insert the word "none." Do not leave lines blank.) -

oo

:

1/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the'absenée of production there is no
obligation to pay royalty to .the Government. -

2/ Either (a) insert the legal description of. the land or (b) strike .out the words "as follows"
and insert "in a lease.[or.contraot,.deed,“or,ouher document] dated

»

and recorded in Book _ - , Page. . » official. records of said county." If (b)
is used, the book.and page of.recordation:cannot_be-dispensed,withw If the space. provided is
insufficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space. '

oy





5. Undertakes and agrees (a) neither to. commit any act nor assert any claim in conflict
with the provisions of this Agreement; and (b) to give advance notice of the Government's rights
under this Agreement to any subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any of the
undersigned's right, title, claim, or interest in or against the land, or any production therefrom
furnishing the Government with two copies of such notice; and

6.- Consents to all amendments (including an agreement of termlnatlon) and assignments of
the contract without notice thereof, and undertakes and agrees that this Agreement shall extend and

apply thereto.

‘ 7. Added provision: , : (State "None" or "See Annex No.

")

B Dated this AZZ day of 7/4:@// , 1955,

ey S Usoar] 122 2.€04 Lue, gl | e frscross]
\‘g é)/;uwuﬁ, (ﬁ‘—)ﬁ/u w7 I S [sea1] &AMWM [Addl‘essl

[seal] i [address]
- [ses1] ' : [address]
[Seal] [Address]
[sea1] [address]
I, certify that I am the
(Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that
who signed this agreement was then (President

‘or Vice~President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf
of said corporation by authority of its. governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate

powers,

[Corﬁorate Seal]

® |
. . INT.-DUP. SEC., WASH..B.C, , ) . 5172 .
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UNITED STATES ; T

i

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR! ... -
~ R@@ﬂvggm@@

A=

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION '____

U N T e

T O
L Tgh6

awuivt 13 POST OFFICE BLDG. e S e

KNOXVILLE 2, TENN; N

March 10, 1958 .___~_L*~__ummj~*q“‘f

- i ? e

T e

Memorandum e AWQTg
!w\"‘"“ )

Tos Operating Committee, DMEA - Washing%eatfv_fftﬁtr b wf_ﬁ

Froms DMEA Field Team, Region V - Knoxville, Tennessee

Subject: Application from Lewie Aldridge, et al. Spruce Pine, N.C.

A" Mine, Avery County, N.C. (mica)

Enclosed are the original and two copies of the
subject application received at this office, with a copy of
the lease and five copies of the Consent to Lien,

We are keeping the fourth copy for our files.

Robert A, Laurence,
Executive Officer, DMEA

Region V

V2

Wme A, Beck, for V. Je. Lynch
Member, DMEA - Bureau of Mjines






Form MF-103 .

A
P
v

Budget Bureau No, 42~R1035.3
Approval expires June 30, 1958

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEF ENSE MINFRALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

APPLlCATION FOR AID IN- AN EXPI.ORATION PROJECT

PURSUANT TO DMEA ORDERI UNDER THE DEFENSE PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950 AS: AMENDED

Revised Feb, 1957

APPLlCANT NOT TO USE THIs BLOCK

P YT
T /;5 i

75

NAME OF APPLICANT (Full legal fiame and malllng address as it should appear
) on contract lf one xs executed) ‘ .

The "A" Mine N
.c/o Lewie Aldridge " T
Spruce Pine, N. C,

" |Date Received _ ,' ,

Government ., ..
{Parti 3‘°“%

5 v e
R « WA

BUSINESS ORGANIZATION] TTT CORPORAT’E OFFICERS. P ARTNERS HERE S APPLICABI; L
(Check one) ‘Name ' -~ Address Lo Lo L Title t.»
R C - et PARTREI

Individual ] ,Lewie Aldridge Spmce P:Lne, N C Partner
Comporation .. |.] . _ fom .- .Bt. .3, Newland, N c. ‘i oo . Partner .. .
Partnership.  © x| - - Dewey Calloway Rt. 3, Newlanc_l, N.Gs . v .. - ‘Partner .
Other (Spec'ify)- -' AR I R w.» 'v""\ix_ - S
State in which firm 15— .. ( Lewie Aldrldge home address 'is lentree, N, C
organized Partnership ‘Buginess.-address is Spruoe P:Lne, N C.) R TR
Mineral(s) for which you wish to ‘explore = - LOCATION OF PROPERTY N —

T C LN Mica 1 "Name' . "_' County State

Estimated Cost of Project

sases0 .

nan’ M:me, Toe.. River Ibwnshlp, Avery, N, C.

EEE % RS

[T - .

- Before - ﬁllmg ‘out this application, please read DMEA Order-I,

Amended, ‘‘Govérnment Aid in Defense Exploratxon Projeéts. .’
To assure.prompt action, your applxcatlou must’ provxde all’™
applicable “material’ and: information specifled oh the back of ™
this’ application form. Avoid unnecessary correspondence and” -

delaysj by submlttmg complete and accurate mt‘ormatmn."

Please’ subm!t tour copies of this’ applicatton and eII ec-' "

company!ng papers except as otherwxse noted. Place your
name and address on each sheet. Each item of mformation,
maps, - and- reports required as a part of this application is
described on the back of this form, - Identify each .attached --
statement. by the item number to which it applies. If an item

does .not'apply to your application, show ‘the item number-on *

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

'A -not_,be- returned to the -applicant, :

R B - : B
‘sketches should be used to supplement narratwe descriptxons
‘of the prOperty location and* boundanes in ltem 1, existing
mine’” workings’ ‘and geology m itemn 2, and the proposed
exploratlon project m xtem 4 When thxs mt‘ormatxon is’ not
too complex, all ot' l.t rnay be’ shown on ‘one map or sketch
All documents end other attachments subnutted as a part of
‘thxs applxcatlon,, except those in item 2(g) . whxch you. mark to
-be retumed, ‘become, the pxoperty of - the.- Governrnent and. will
.Send: true copies; .not.
‘originals, of:- leases,s contracts,: -and .other: documents ‘which
-are an essential: part -of your .business -records. . File this
application - with <the- Defénseé - Minerals Exploration Adminis-
‘tration; “Departmeént -of - the' Interiof; Washmgton 25 D C :

your statement ‘and after it write- “not applxcable.” Maps or 4 or’ w:th the nearest DMEA Fielcl Office. CoN

. ot : e - CERTIFICATION R R TR
The underslgned : whether as’- an 1nd1vldual corporate matxon set forth m "thls form and accompanymg papers
offxcer, partner, or- otherwile, both m his own behalf s correct and complete, to the” best of ‘his knowledge
and actmg for the apphcant, . certlfles that, ‘the _1.’ o

2

. A??“/
RN r,\\, | /

Feb. 15, 19%8 ‘

I3

; ﬁ and belief. _‘ :
: e

Dated '.’ X

R A

A wilfully false statement or certlﬁcatxon to any Department or: Agency of the United States Government is a ¢riminal offense.

U. S. Code, Title 18, Sec. 1001.
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APPLICATION FOR AID EXPLORATION PROJECT PURSUAN 'IMEA ORDER 1. D[ A

1- (a)

(v)
(c)

(d)
2- (a)

(b)

(e)

()

(e)

(£)

(2)

3- (a)

(b)

b~ (a)

“~ “xttached tg form MF-103. OFFtsind. | .

SRR

F_E?ﬂ“’@@mm 11 1958

ATE | huitiace | YOk

! —————

Property in Avery County, North Carelina located on Plumtyse—Cresck

in Toe River Township; known as the Hunter Property, entia-e-txeaci..__\_\\r
containing li 3 acres and on which the "AM Mine is located)_ Lease o
copy attached, is recorded in office of Register of Deeds|of Avefy T
County, N. C. on Jan, 2, 1958 in book # 55 on pages 58 & bJs

The "@" Mine, The Big A Mine. | | o

Lessées. Copy bf lease attached from Mrs. Frank J. Seiler *:evmicei{sweN
E, Hunter of Elizabethton, Tennessee. :

None

This mine was descovered by "0ld Timers" and was mostly worked by hand.
The last production was made in 1930, There has been a tunnel dug back
in the ground but it is now full of water & muck.

None except enough prospecting to see that it is a good prospect for
production of good quality mica.

No records are available as to production but it is public knowledge,
(people who saw the mica) ,that it produced a good quality green mica
and that the quanity of mica produced warrented cutting a tunnel by
hand in 1930 untill the price of mica dropped during the "depression',

The mica lays in hard vein rock between slate rocks, hard and soft mixture,
We have no assays on the mica but will furnish the examining team with
samples at any time,

Pegamikm Pegmatite is mica vein rock in side of mountain, typical of all
mica mines now producing in this sectione.

Samples have been dug from the exposed pegmatite and as mic a is qualified
just by visual observation, there is no assay certifiste available.

No maps or geologic reports available on the prospect but it im in a mica
producing belt and there are several mines that have produced or are pro-
ducing good grade mica in this same strata of ridges.

v
Lewie Aldrldge, who is known to the IMEA feild examiners, and who has a
business in Spruce Pine, N. C. will ba available to go with the examing
team to the prospect.s His home is at Plumtree, N, C. The mine is located
on the side of Elk Mountain on left side of Plumtree @reek. Turn off
Highway 19 E just north of Plumtree, N. C. go up Plumtree Creek Road which
has hard surface around three miles and the mine is situated about 300
yards from this road. The mine workings are readily accessibile for ex-
amination.

Shipping and supply points are both at Spruce Pine, N, c. and the employees

will be local men who live within 1 to 10 miles of the property.

We would ln.ke to cut a Tunnel drifting into the mountain by or near the (
old existing tunnel for 200 feet, this following the pegmatite, and then
cross cutt this tunnel with 2-75 feet arosscuts at points deemed necessary

by your field examiners. See attached plot of property and the prospect
entrance would be in the lower section of property.





Page 2- 'Applicat‘oi‘ Aid in an Exploration Proj‘ Pursuant to DMEA Order 1.
tached to f

L= (b)

(c)

5- (1)

(2)

(3)

6 ¢(a)

(b)
()
(a)
(e)

(£) .

(2)
7- (a)
(b)

orn B F-103.

There is around 300 ygards of road from the Plumtree Creek Road that

will have to be smothed down but we are going to do that as we move

the machinery in,

We will be able to start work immediately and will fininsh it in

six to eight months depending on the amount of tunelling and cross-cutting
allowed by your field team upon examination of the prospect.

Lewie Aldridge has had several years expierence in mining and has been

operating mines since 1942. Some of his operations are producing and in
operation at this time,

Tom Benfield has been mining or working in mines for the last 30 years.
He is an experienced miner.

Dewey Calloway has been mining for himself for the last 7 years and is
considered an execelent mica miner,

Tom Benfield and Dewey Calloway will supervise the day by day operation
of the mine and Lewie Aldridge will be in close contact with the whole
nining operations.

We would like for the Exploration contract to be written on a cost per
unit basis. Work to be done by hired labor paid per day by us. The cost
per foot for tunells and cross-cutts to be specified by you and 75% of
this to be paid to us by you. Estimated as follows:

Prepzeation by Bulldozzer, 10 hours @ $10,00 per hour .v.......if’/g%gg;gg
200 feet Drif‘b/j'llcline @ $h5000 9000000000 se000000000 0000000 9000000
2 75 Feet Cross-cutting= 150 feet @ $45.00 seveeeccecccnenees 6750.00
l Tool House.‘..l'.‘ﬂ.....0".....'......"OO'OODO0.0000QQQ'. 75.00

1 PGWder }Iagazine...'.......O..‘...Q'..'..OO....0.0.00.'0.... 25.00

lmloder Magazine...........’...‘....."...‘......'.’....C. 15.00
Total EJ{ploration cost all u.nits..-....oo.oo-oo.ooooooooo $W

No cost for this.

This cost will be covered by the cost per unit.

We will furnish all equippment.

This will be covered in the preparation unit named above.

The Tool House, Powder and exploder Magazines listed in "a! above,
Not applicabale -

Yes, we are prepared to pay our share.

By Money.
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This agreement shall immediately terminate if the Tessees fail to
keep and perform all or any of the conditions set forth therein

MINING LEASE

State of North Carolina_ o __________ 1} }_’E__B_Y_ _____________________________________ County:

This indenture made tIﬂsj.Q_t}lday of l_)_ 99_931.@9}? ______________________ e —— 19&';7
between - MRS . J. FRANK SEILER and (Miss) CARRIE E. HUNTER .
oklizabethton, Cextexr ____ ___________ County and State of £SRURRSSS. party of the first part, and known
as lessor 9., and.IEHIE-ALDBIEGELl@ﬂ__B_EI‘IFIE_&Q_QBQ DEWEY cAme&X! all
of . AVERY County and St;a‘te of North éarolina, party of the second part and known
as lessee.

WITNESSETH, That the partie&f the first part in consideration of One Dollar in hand received and hereby acknowl-
edged by the lessor-__, and in consideration of the agreements hereinafter contained, on the part of the party of the second
part to be performed, hereby bargains, leases and grants to the party of the second part, and his heirs and assigns, for the
period of five years from the date of this agreement, the following described real property, for mining purposes, in the County

en to wit:

.___________'_;} _____ s '-_'i‘_ e

afor d-ofTiVe year: ;’mxmce with the condition of this instrument, for the purpose and.with the right to dig,
quarty, searchj explore for, abtain--and remove any kind of minerals, metals or fossils, and particularly mica, and to conduct
the same to any extent the sgid party,__qif the second part, the lessee, may desire. And it is hereby agreed between the parties
to t 3 Tﬁt}?&?tﬁg; second part is to have the use of any-unoccupied buildings on said lands for mining
purpgses, and that he shall have the right to erect such buildings as he needs to carry on such mining operations during the
period=61-This lease, and that the party of the second part shall keep the same in as good condition as when received, unavoid-
able accidents excepted. And it is also agreed by the party of the second part that no unnecessary damage is to be done to
-the lands herein leased during the period of this lease and the continuance of said lease, but the said party of the second part
shall have the right to take from said lands leased to the party of the second part any wood or timber the party of the second
part may need to carry on sald mining operations or which may be needed to carry on the addition to existing buildings or
to erect new buildings or sheds on said lands. (Timber of high or special market value is excepted and shall not be used by
the lessee.) And it is hereby agreed that the party of the second part, the lessee, is to have the right-of-way of ingress and
egress to said mines or land upon which exploration is being conducted.

Fo HAVE} AND TO HOLD the saill'i lands to him, for mining purposes, the said lessee and his heirs and assigns for the

AND 1T IS FURTHER AGREED That the party of the second part, the lessee hereby agrees to pay to the said part_._ of

the first part, or his or their heirs or assigns, a rental royalty of.__lla.__QI’__$.1-_2;:_5_0___Qll_t_;__‘?_f_‘_&.19.9.‘.9.9-.?& ________
all Mica mined in said "A" Mine and 50¢ a ton for feldspar mined.

on the minerals taken and sold from said mines which shall be for the use of the said lands for the aforesaid period of five
years. The said amounts shall be payable on the computation of selling bills on the tenth day of each month covering sales
made during the previous month. Any minerals other than those set forth above whichbmay be taken and sci%ﬁhall be %id
for and at the usual royalty rate of the minerals taken. . TR1S lease cannot be ass gned W out the

consent of lLessors. Lessees shall pay to the land owners
AND IT IS FURTHER AGREED That the lessee, the party of the second part, his heirs or assigns, shall have the option

to renew this lease and to extend the period of its running for an additional five years from the date of its present termination.
The option shall be exercised by giving formal written notice to the party of the first part or by the continuation of any min-
ing operation then being conducted. The lessor___ reserve the right to use the land, or convey the same not conflicting with this
lease, but under any conveyance the terms of this lease must be recognized by the grantee, purchaser, or assigns thereof. Ased
'gn—-—t-h»iﬁmimn?le@syowa&y«pzxtcthereefmaadmtzh&max;&ubm.

IT IS FU /(I/IER AGREED Th h lessee/, he party o theéc\md part, '/hi(’}ﬁip(j or a,ssig,n§,/ is Jhereby given/*,an
purchasg/all the right, title and inter /s/t:;/legal and quitJb}e/to and in 1;hef/’1"eaam}‘,esfatF described an se iorth in t‘;
31 G eee =5 i__;,'sa}d‘ chase”price topbe- paid infull wi,thin/three yegrs from tﬂe date
that all rental royglties paid/to the palt “of thed”{ﬁrst part;/shall apply/ toward /and be’ a
hat at/esj{ch time that t-he/tétl purchase price ;s%ai in the¢Aform gf‘”rq‘y-

h, t}héj patty of tHe /first-part’ will efecute 5 spec‘ii;wapr ty deed to

option
lease for

alties or a/,,Jﬁmp payment or a chr{binati n of bo f 1 ] a)
g 7 of the Segond part hnd fhat a tendergof fthe” rem {'ning/purcflase/ pric/g/at any time within the fext,three y€ars shall
entitle/the party of YNoe/Second\part to specific/performance (}}/tﬁis op /ox{ cont{{a}:t/ // 7 :
. ; ¥

UT IT IS EXPRESSLY AGREED That unless mineral or fossil material of practical value for mining purposes shall be
found within a period of two years from the date of this instrument, the lease may be terminated by the lessee at any time
thereafter on thirty days notice to the lessor-__. The lessee agrees that during the period of this lease or the continuance of

this lease work in said mines or exploratiorn for new mines within the areg leased shall pqt cease_longer, than ninety days at an
one time’ unavojdab]e accidents except,ed' ﬁ‘i’lis &g!‘eemen Sﬁraii sﬁe nuii &nd VO ig rili}n%ﬁe i@ss eS

cease lligently wor ald property or cease operations for more than 90 days—
v Bl our EERE I - 3 na Bl R gout written consent of Lessorsy
/]

our seals ay an rst above written. wit

B _3_:;;,2,;4,., ________________ (Seal)

amages to surface

BI9dOo FUTUTW 8Y3 JO uosead £q
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STATE OF TENNESSEE
COUNTY OF CARTER

Personally appeared before me, hjj?D% T

a Notary Public in and for the seid/State ‘and County, the
within named bargainors, Mrs. J. Frank Seller and Carrie E.
Hunter, with whom I am personally acquainted, and who acknowledged
they executed the within instrument for the purposes therein
contained.

WITNESS my hand and official seal at Office in Elizabethton,
this the 50th day December, 1957.

My Commission expires

. M vy

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF MITCHELL

Personally appeared before me, - e,
Notary Public in and for the said State and County,
named bargainors, Lewle Aldridge, Tom Benfield and
Calloway, with whom I am personeally acquainted, and—%who eo-
kmowledged they executed the within instrument for the pur-
poses therein conkained.

WITNESS my hand end officlal seal at Office this the ')//day
of _(letehee s 1958 . - -

gmiss ion expires (»

ilie |, [9(E e

NOTARY PUBLIC <ij

State of North @Garolina
Avery County.

Al

The foregoing certificates of Nanty Cooper a Notary Public of Carter County,
State ongbnnessee under her official seal, and Gurney D. Brinkley a Notary Public
of Mitchell County, State of N.C., under his official seal, are adjudged to be
correcte let the instrument and the certificateg;Pg rggigﬁgged.

Réi h.dﬁaltne
CIgrE of Superior Gourte

This 2 day of January, 195%

MY A CALOLINA ) e
AVERY COUNTY O.—Fl‘CrE. QF REGISTER OF DEEDS

EiC ragistration at- L@ o'clock e M. on the. o '

1 nd registered in this offigy th

- DO at pqge-‘i&'.gfthis them*.%_.m ‘ ‘ .
| day on% . _ : : \
i s '*Q%IG—A;C;;ZT : ‘\

A

\Reo:sfer ot Uceils &

=
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600

May 8, 1958

'Memorandum

To; Mr. C. O. Mittendorf, Administrator

From: - ° Lawrence G. Houk, Director, Division of M :

Docket No. DMEA-4956-Mica
Lewie Aldridge, et al.

The "A" Mine

Avery County, North Carolina

Denial of application is recommended.

Mica: The mica is reported to have been clear, fuby to
rum in color, and of good quality. No record of
quantity. ‘ :

Past Produgtion: Nothing could be seen of 1943 workings,most
are now caved or water-filled and not accessible.
Much pegmatite was mined but no mica produced.

Workings: The new openings seen are 150 feet of bulldozer
' -cut along the strike; 60 feet of adit into the hill

15 feet above top of caved portal; and about 25 to
30 feet of inclined crosscut 20 feet inside the
"Colonial" tunnel. The applicants report they had
dewatered the tummel in 1957 and drilled five or
six percussion test-holes inclined upward into the
tunnel.

Applicant35 proposal:

Bulldozer preparation 10 hrs. $10/hr. $100.00
Drift/Incline 200 ft. @ $45/ft. - 9,000.00
Crosscuts (2 at 75 ft. ea.)

150 ft. @ $45/¢t. 16,750.00
Toolhouse, powder and exploder’ :

magazines

Admr, R. File

Mr. Houk

‘ 115.00
Total estimated cost $15,965.00

Recommendations: The Field Team recommends denial as it appears

that most of the proposed 200-foot adit would cut ground already
tested by the Colonial Mica Company in 1943 and foumd unproductive - -
"worked out”, and there is insufficient evidence to support additional
exploration. The Division of Nonmetallic Minerals concurs in the Field

Team's recommendation as do the Bureau of Mines and the Geological Survey. .3
_ S o ’ 86

Nonmetallic Minerals ‘
Subject: Evaluatibn of application and field examination report

LGHouk :gad 5/8/58

Copy to:






IHEA Form 7
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: OFFICIAL FILE COPY
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T 600
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: . Lk 130
HAY 14k 600 {374 ’

| | ; 110

1
220
'lhe nan Mine ‘

c/o Mr. lewie Aldridge

Spruce Pine, North Carolina

Res Docket No. DMEA-4956-Miee:
iewle Aldridge, et al.
‘The "4" Mine
Avery County, North Careclina
Delr Mr. &ldridge

Your application for aid for an a:&ploration project
and other reports available to us in Washington relating to the

~subject property have been reviwed.

¥rojects approved by the Dafenso' Mineralé.’ﬁxploration'
Adninistration must, in its judgment, show definite promise of
yielding materials of acceptable grade in quantities that will

significantly improve the mineral supply position for the Natioml

Defense Program,

Careful atudy of all owr informtion indicates to ua
that the probability of disclosing significant reserves of mica
is not sufficiently promising to justify Government participa-
tion. We regret to advise you, under these circumstances, that
your application for exploration assistance is denied. ,

We wish to thank you for your interest in the Defense

Minerals Program and for bringing your pro,perty to our attention.

Sincerely yours ’

.C.0. Mittendorg (%Wt}

Administrator

* IGHouk:gad 5/8/58

Copy to: Admr. R. File
Operating Committee
Field Team, Region V
Mr, Kiilsgaard, 5222
- Mr. Dietrich, 3061
Mr. Houk ’

8623






UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

i FILE COPY
Moy 95 e
RECEVECfapy 1.3 1958,
Memorandum” ' . %‘U’E S D | w@@E
| o S Q,/ 220
Tos Nommetallic Minerals Division l I Loo
Defense Minersals Exploration Administration : 2

Froms Chief » Branch of Ceramic and Fertilizer Materjials

é&bdect: DMEA-4956 (mica) ' _ "

Applicant: lewie Aldridge, et al.

Name and mcé.tion of Property: The "A" Mine, Avery Cmmty‘,v‘ri. c;

Date of Field Team Report: 4/29/58

Date Rec'd. by Br. of Ceramic & Fertilizer Materials: 5/2/58

Field Team Recommendation: Recommend denisl of DMEA assistance.

Comments ¢
1. Mica has been produced from this mine in the past fram
a pegmatite lenses.

2. The field examiners believe the mine to be worked out
and no suitable exploration target exists, as no more pegmatite
lenses appear to exist.

3. Sufficlent recent work has been done to indicate the
pegnatite is not suitable for producing additional quantit:les of
strategic mica.

Reconmendation:

I concur with the field team in recammending denial of this
application.

2 PR A

W. F. Dietrich






. IN REPLY REFER TO:

§ o Orristh SILE G
UNITED STATES ! D A ﬁ JA
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

Lo |

| S )

¥ RN D B

- i . I i

| I

b & 4} j ]

Memorandum ‘ - ~May=1,-1950-- ' . . °
To: L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

Fram: T. K. Kiilegaard, U. S. Geological Survey

Subject: Review of Field Examination Report, DMEA Docket 4956 (mica),
The "A" Mine, Avery County, North Carolina.

~

Field Examiners recommend denial of the application because,
(1) most of the proposed work would be in ground already tested by
previous mine workings, (2) accessible parts of the pegmatite do not
show sufficient mica to warrant further exploration, (3) & probability
that the "A" mine is essentially worked out.

Field Examiner's report contains valid reasons for the
denial of this application. I concur with them and recommend the

application be denied.
T. H.






UNITED STATES [EERCETIOTR T
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR R
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION | [

1000 93 POST OFFICE BLL

[NOXVILLE 2, TENR. '”;;,-. 1330 !
April 29, 1958 ¥ j%;_‘ o0

b o !
Memorandum (N, NN L

Tos Operating Committee, DMEA, Washington, D, Ce -~~~ =
From: Field Team, DMEA, Region V¥, Knoxville, Tennessee

Subject:s Field Examination Report, DMEA-L956 (Mica)
Lewie Aldridge, et al., Spruce Pine, North Carolipa
The VA" Mine, Avery County, North Carolina

Enclosed ave the original and two copies of the subject
examination report.

The meager evidence which is available indicates that the
potential of the "A" mine is not sufficiently atiractive to warrant
a project of the size which would be reguired.

Ve M recommend epproval.= ... .

N - o= -...u-}-....:_:',:», =y

ey e T BT

‘ obert A, Laurence
Executive Officer

e

Bureau of Minss
' Engl@sures 3

Reviewed b¥
DMEA OPERATING COMMITTEE
55— 5§
T (&ate).






UNITED STATES

DEPARTFENT OF THE INTERIOR /s I

FIELD EXAMINATION REPORT, REGION V

DMEA-L956 (mica) THE "A" MINE
‘ (Plumtree Avea)
Avery County, North Carolina

Helmuth Wedow, Jr., Geologist
U, S. Geological Survey

Reviewed by

L. E. Shirley, Mining Engineer ms OPERAIING COMMILEITR

U. S. Bureau of Mines 5 5—-§

(8ate), .~
April 28, 1958





’ FIELD EXAMINATION REPORT

DMEA=0956 (Mica), THE "A® MINE, Plumtree avea
Avery County, North Carolina

Applicant: A partnership consisting of: Lewie Aldridge, Spruce Pine, N.C.,
: Tom Benfield and Dewey Calloway, Route 3, Newland, N. C.

SUMMARY ~

The chief production of muscovite from the A" Mine on
Elk Ridge in the Plumtree area of Avery County, North Carolina, was from
a series of flat-lying pegmatite lenses on a 1lins trending slightly west
of north. The mica is reported to have been clear ruby to rum in color
and of good quality. No records are available to show the quantity of
mica produced. Reinterpretation of geologic data, obtained chiefly by
J. C. Olson (USGS) in 1943, suggests that the mica-producing lenses may
have lain on a structural terrace and that it is unlikely other sizable-
productive lenses lie in any direction from those which produced the
bulk of the mica., It is believed that the "A" Mine is essentially
"worked out". The Applicants' proposed exploration has no favorable
target, nor has any suitable target been pointed up by the relatively
recent surface and underground work. Consequently, denial of this appli-
cation is recommended. .

INTRODUCTION
Location |
The VA" Mine is located on the east slope of. the southern spur
of Elk Ridge about 1.9 miles S. 88° E. of Flumtree, Avery County, North
Caroling. (Sée 734" Newlaend, zié-sw, N. C. quadrangle; scale 1:24,000),

The elevation of the major part of the mine is about 3,600 feet.

Mine history, workings, and production

Little is known of the early history of the "AY Mins except
that it is called an "old-timers" mine. It was reopenedﬂin August 1943
and was mapped and studied by Olson and Seéger in November 1943 at the

request of the Colomial Mica Corporation and the Opsrators (see unpublished





USGS report by J. C. Olson, November 30, 19L43). Olson reported that
exploration was being started westward from near the portal of the old

Borden Tunnel at the time of his mapping. Nothing could be seen of *&;hese?f

later 1943 workings, although a part of the adit 15 feet above the old

- Borden Tunnel may well have been driven at this tims.

The workings today are essentially the same as those accessi‘bl@
to Olson in 1943 except that most are now caved or water-filled and not (\)
accessible. The only new openings seen are: (1) about 150 feet of bulldozer
cut along the strike, enlarging the old open cut southwest of the Borden |
Tunnel; (2) an adit extending about 60 feet into the hill in e generally
northerly direction at an elevation about 15 feet above the top of the
caved portal of the old Borden Tunnel; and (3) about 25 to 30 feet of
inclined crosscut running northeast from a point about 20 feet inside the
“Colonial® Tunnel.,

‘The Applicants report that they had dewatered the "Colonigl®
Tunnel in the Fall of 1957 and drilled five or six percussion test~holeé
inclined upward into the back of this tunnel. Although some pegmatite
had been found in these holes, the general consensus was that it had not
amounted to much,

No information is available on production of mica from fhe
"AY Mine, Olson sﬁates that operations in 193L and 1940 pfoduced little
miéa, but that in its early history the mine is reputed to have produced
"some of the largest block mica in the Plumtree area." In the period /V\

from Avgust through November 1943, when the "Golonial" Tunnel was driven,
much pegmatite had been mined but no mica produced.





Field examination

The field examination of The A" Mine was conducted on
April 8, 1958. The examination consumed three hours s> including travel

time to the mine. A1l three of the Applicants accompanied the examiners,





® @
'GEOLOGY

Because of the lack of adequate exposure of bedrock at the
time of this examination and because of the inaccessibility of the
workings, much of the following information on geology is taken from the
unpublished USGS report by Olson.

The country rock at the "A" Mine consists of alternating
layers of mica gneiss and hornblende-biotite gneiss and schist. The
pegmatite appears to be grossly concordant with but locally crosscﬁts the
foliation of the gneiss. It is distributed in more or less disconnected
flat—lying lenses through a zone of gneiss probably 10 to 15 feet thiék,-">
In plan the lenses are roughly elliptical with the largest lens (I, on map)
reported to have been as much as 8 feet thick and LO to 50 feet in diemeter.
Four other major lenses (II-V, on map) were mined but were both thinner
and smaller in diameter. Olson states: "Lens II is reported to have been.
smaller than Lens I, but to have contained some very laxrge blockss Lens
IIT was probably a little larger than Lens II, being about 7 feet thick
at the maximum, but mica in it was of smaller average size., The other
lenses, IV and V, were smaller and the mica in them was smallér e o o
Except for these larger lenses the pegmatite genmerally occurs in much
smaller lenses énd thin stresks with much of the ground intervening '
between the larger lenses being essentially barren.

Throughout most of the area already minsd or explored the
pegmatite 1enses.and streaks are flat-lying. ‘Toward the west and southwest,
however, the foliation of the'gneiss assumes a general northeasterly strike
with dips of 10 to 35 degrees to the northwest. From the information

available it appears that pegmatite-bearing zone of gneiss follows this
change of attitude.





The pegmatite at the WAY Mine is composed of potash and soda (¥7
feldspars, quartz, muscovite, garnet, biotite, and a little pyrite with
plegloclase predominating over microcline. Biotite is abundant but was
generally scarce where the pegmatite contained large amounts of muscovite,
The muscovite produced from this mine is reported to have been of good
quality and clear ruby to rum in color. The mine has appérently been .
misnamed as "A" structure in the mica is reported as negligible.

From thé foliation attitudes shown on the Olson and Seeger
map it appears that the major mica-producing lenses (I-IV, on map) may
have lain on a structural terrace that trends slightly west of north and
possibly plunging slightly in this direction. The diameter and thickness
of the lenses, as well as the size of the mica blocks in the lenses,
decrease in the direction of the appareﬁt plunge of the structural terrace.
Thus, this terrace maywell be the cortrolling structure limitihg the
emplacement of the productive pegmatite lenses to the east and west with
minor cross terraces, disappearing northward in the direction of apparent
plunge, controlling the positions of the lenses along the major structural
terrace. It follows, then, that the possibility for other sizable pro-
ductive lenses is considerably reduced in ell directions from the area

indicated as having produced the bulk of the mica to date (see map).





PROPOSED EXPLORATION PROGRAM

The Applicants propose an adit drifting 200 feet n@rthwesterly
(see map) into the hill on the pegmatite structure. The portal of the
adit would be at a site near the old "Colonial' Tummel., Two 75=-foot
crosscuts or lateral drifts would then ke driven from the tumnel from
points to be determined later. The proposed work is essentially develop-
ment work to reopen the area at the northwest end of the older workings
that are now largely filled with muck and water. Much of this proposed

access tunnel would probably encounter old stopes and crosscuts.
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONSEﬁ

Inasmuch as the older workings of the "AY Mine are essentially
inaccessible and the new opencut showed only a minimum amount of exposure
because of recent slumping, ng; if any, conclusions on a possible new
exploratiop{@arget and the potential for significant reserves could be
reached on direct observation in the field, According to Olson's report
in 19&3 the outlook for sizable new mica-bearing lenses to the ﬁorth and
northeast was not favorable. In his opinion the best possibility for
- exploration at that time appeared to be a drift westward from the
"Colonial" Tunnel at a point 85 feet from the portal. Such a drift would
have comnected first with older workings and would then be extendsd farther
to the west to explore for additional 1énses lying in a zone in the strike
of a line connecting Lenses I and II (see map). This target, however,

appears to be less promising at the present time in the light of the Field

Examiners' reinterpretation of attendant structures (see'@@ction on Geology).





Denial of this application is recommended for reasons as
follows:

1) Most of the proposed 200-foot adit would cut ground that —ﬁl
has already been tested by the 1LO-foot "Colonial" Tunnel driven in 1943
and found to be unproductive. The additional 60 feet as well as most of
the 150 feet of proposed lateral drifting would then be in ground to the
northeast, north, and northwest in an area regarded by Olson as distinctly
unfavorable,

2) The new opencut and adit to the southwest in the vicinity
of the old Bordén Tunnel have not revealed sufficient new significant
showings of pegmatite to warrant exploration of the pegmatite zone in this
sector of the mine area.

3) The probability that the "A® Mine is essentially "worked W
out", if it is postulated that a structurai terrace plunging north at a
low angle controlled the emplacement of the mica-producing pegmatite

lenses. ' _ i
|
|

U. S. Geological Survey

L. E. Shirley, Mining Engineer

Helmuth Wedow, Jr., Geologist
U. S. Bureau of Mines
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¥r, Robert A, Laurence
uxeeutive Ufficer, DMEA
Field Team, Rezion V .
Hoon 13’ Fost Uffiﬁ. 31830
Kncxville 2, Tennesses

Isvie iAldridze, et al,
The #4" Mine

avery County, North Carolina

bear Mr. laurenece:

OFFICIAL FILE COPY’

Date Surname Code
3ol Hrwd | 600
30/ % e
ﬁ/' 130

-3 3G
G~ 220
i Sl

281 Socket No. DiFA=4956-ltes

ileass Teview the subject epplication and arrange for

s field exsmination If you deenm it necessary.

We note that the Applicant proposes & seall tract of

four and one~half acres which ordinarily is not acoeptadle.

However, if the work is near ths center we will have no objeetion,
but 1f it is elose to the property line we will require additional

land,

Copies of memoranda duted March 13 aod 18, by Mr. N. .. Helson
UGS, and Mr. W. F. Dietrieh, UsBM, respeetively, relating to the rroject
are enclossd. There is also enslosed a copy of tlLe epulication for the

use of the Fileld Teunm.

Sincerely yours,

George C. Selfridge -

Chairwan, Opsrating Gomithdé@/

Approveds IGHouk:rsi 3/20/58
Copy to: Admr. R. File

. F. Yopes Operating Committee
P..F op v j Mr, Kiilsgaard, 5222 -
Vember, Fure:iu of Mines Mr. Dietrich, 3061
Mr. Houk

soor H. Kiilsgaard

#5)

Nember, Geological Survey.

8623
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MAR 21 1958 " 110

The “"A" Mine

0

-

c/o Mr. lewie Aldridze

Spruce Pine, North Casrolina :
: Re: Docket No. DMEA~4956-Milca

Lewie Aldridge, et al.
The "A" Mine .
Avery County, North Carolina

Dear Mr. Aldridge:

Your application for assistance in exploring the
subject property has been reviewed by the Division of FNonmetallic
Minerals of the Defense Minerals Exploration Administration and
has been referred to Mr. Robert A. Laurence, Executive Officer,
DMEA FPield Tesm, Region V, Room 13, Post Office Building,
Enoxville 2, Tennessese, fbr further consideration and possibly
a field examination,

The Regional Office will contact you at an early date
if an examination is to be made, Any assistance you may give the

menbers of the Field Team during the examination will be appreciated.

Sincorely yours,
w«s;

Adminictrator

IGHouk:rsi 3/20/58
Copy to; Admr. R. File
' Operating Committee
Field Team, Region V
Mr. Kiilsgaard, 5222
Mr. Dietrich, 3061
Mr. Houk

8623
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

March 18, 1958

Memorandumvv

To: Nonmetallic Minerals Division
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

From: W. F. Dietrich, Chief, Branch of Ceramic and Fertilizer
Materials

Subject: DMEA- 4956 (mica)
Applicant: Lewie Aldridge, et al

Name and Location of Property: "A" Mine
Avery County, North Carolina
Date Application Rec'd. by Br. of Ceramic &.Fertilizer Materials: 3/12/1958

Comments:

1. This is an old mine from which the applicants state some good
quality mica was produced prior to 1930.

2. Applicants wish to explore pegmatite by incline drifting 200
feet and crosscutting 150 feet.

3. Although exploration proposed by applicants is consistent with
local practices and in line with unit-cost estimates for other DMEA
projects, the amount of work proposed may be excessive to prove or dis-
prove the presence of a significant quantity of strategic mica.

Recommendation:

It is recommended that the field team visit this mine when in
that vicinity to ascertain if an exploration project is justified. If
s0, the field team and applicant should agree on a definite plan of
exploration on a unit-cost basis.

, @*‘55’45@;-@ g oY o
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W. F. Dietrich
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@xﬂ;MéML FlLE M . IN REPLY REFER TO:

DMEA

ppy ITED STATES
v ;
©§ EDM[\D %Jﬁ ENT OF THE INTERIOR
DATE f @@@@ LOGICAL SURVEY

ASHINGTON 25, D.C.

March 13, 1958
Re: DMEA 4956
Lewie Aldridge et al
II.'A" Mine
Avery County, North Carolina
$15,965.00 Mica

rp

Memorandum

T L. G. Hduk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

oo

From: N. E. Nelson; U. S. Geological Survey

Subject: Review of application

The applicants request assistance in exploring, by incline
drifting ahd crosscutting, a pegmatite about which little seems to be
known other than what is verbally reported by "people who saw the mica."

Referral of the application to the Field Team is recommended.‘

N. E. Nelson






UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION
' WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

March 12, 1958
[~ —
. Mr, Lewle Aldridge |
Spruece Pine, North Carolina

L. h | Subject: DMBA~4956

' Dear Mr, Aldridges

Your application for exploration assistance, dated
February 15, 1958 submitted to our office at Knoxville, Tennessee
has been assigned Docket Number DMEA=4956 and referred to the-

Non bietallicé Minerals Division in the Washington office.
Kindlyvidentify all future correspondence relating to your
application by this Docket Namber.

Sincerely yours,

Allen S, Dakan, Director
Operations Control and
Statistics Division

Copy to: Region V





UNITED STATES |
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
C DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINI§TRATION '
- ROOM 13 POST-OFFIGE BLDG.
KNOXVILLE 2, TENN,
March 10, 1958

Mr. Lewie Aldridge
‘Spruce Pine, iorth Carolina

Dear Mre Aldridge: | | .

Tour application for aid in expldmﬁién .f&:" -
strategic mica at the ™A™ mine in Averﬁr Gounty, N. 0.-,' has
been forwarded to Aour ‘i\’gahingwn office,. in aecorddncé with
established procédm. | | | |

We will notii‘y you in advance 1:‘: a fiald axmin&tion
is to be made. '

Very. tml}' YOUI'S: |

Robert A. Laurence . =
Executive Officer, DMEA
Region v. .

ym
u o DOMeZ
es










		00000001

		00000002

		00000003

		00000004

		00000005

		00000006

		00000007

		00000008

		00000009

		00000010

		00000011

		00000012

		00000013

		00000014

		00000015

		00000016

		00000017

		00000018

		00000019

		00000020

		00000021

		00000022

		00000023

		00000024

		00000025

		00000026

		00000027

		00000028

		00000029

		00000030

		00000031

		00000032

		00000033

		00000034

		00000035

		00000036

		00000037

		00000038

		00000039

		00000040

		151455_001



