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MF-205 


(Combines and supeicedes MF-201 a MF-203) 


June 1956


Pee,


c9 


ro\gnited AaA


For	 ernment's Use Only 


EXPLORATIWFPROJECT CONTRACT 


Operator_______________________ 


Docket No. DMEA-______________ 


Contract No. Idm-E 	 - 


Contract Date_________________________ 


r


CONSENT TO LIEN 


and 


SUBORDINATION AGREEMENT / 


America: 


	


to that certain land in the County of 	 Avery	 , State of 


North Carolina	 -, described as follows: 2/ 


The Entire Tgack of the H inter Property located in Avery County, N.C. on Pluintree Creek 


know and designated as the "A" Mine. Beginning on a sinai]. Looust .. N Ia W 1430' to 


a stake; N 30- E 1450' to a stake; S 47 E 1400'. to a pile' of Rocks; 8 25 W 450' to the 


Beginning. Containing 1 acres.  
which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter ca11d the "contract," 


with the United States of America, hereinafter called the "Government;" in consideration of the 


contract and as an inducement to the Government to enter into it, the undersigned hereby--


1. Undertakes and agrees that property in which the Government may acquire an interest 


or equity under the contract may be dismantled, - severed from the land, and removed, as may be pro-


vided in the contract; and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior 


and superior to any adverse right or claimof the undersigned; 


•2. Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and 


interest in the land and upon any production of minerals therefrom, to secure the payment to the 


Government of a percentage royalty on production as may be provided for by the Contract; 


3. Subordinates the undersigned's right, title, cl.aim, or interest in or against the 


land and in any production therefrom to the rights of the Government under the ôontraot with respect 


to royalty on production and liens to secure same; 	 • 


4. Represents and undertakes that there is no claim, lien, or encumbrance upon the 


.undersigned's right, title,, claim, or interest in or against, the land other than the following: 


(If' "none" insert the word "none." Do not leave lines blank.) 


None 


/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence .of production there is no 


obligation to pay royalty to the.. Government. 


a! Either (a) insert the legal description , of the land, or (b.) strike out the words "as follows" 


and insert "in a lease [or contract, deed, or other document] dated  


and recorded' in Book	 .. . .	 , Page ...	 __. , , official .,records of. said county." 	 If (b)



is used, the book.and page of recordation cannot. be  dispensed with. If the space provided is 


insufficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space.







5. Undertakes and agrees (a) neither to commit any act nor assert any claim in conflict 


with the provisions of this Agreement; and (b) to give advance notice of the Government's rights 


under this Agreement to any subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any of the 


undersigned's right, title, claim, or interest in or against the land, or any production therefrom 


furnishing the Government with two copies of such notice; and 


6. Consents to all amendments (including an agreement of termination) and assignments of 


the contract without notice thereof, and undertakes and agrees that this Agreement shall extend and 


apply thereto.


7. Added provision: 	 (State "None" or "See Annex No._") 


	


Dated this 	 day of	 , l95i. 


JLXA SI&LvtJ (Thii,4 .tai4jIsealJ LI	 ' 


[Seal]	 [Address] 


[Seal]	 [Address] 


[Seal]	 [Address] 


[Seal]	 [Address] 


[Seal]	 [Address] 


certify that I am the - 


(Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that  


who signed this agreement was then  (President 


or Vice—President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf 


of said corporation by authority of , its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate 


powers.	 . 


-	 .	 .	 .	 [Corporate Seal]  


'-	 --	 .'.-,--.-t.	 --........... 


0	 . 


	


IT.-DUP. SEC., WASH. ,D.C.	 5172
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MF-205	 S 


(Combines and supercedes MF-201 a MF-203) 


June 1956


For	 ernment's Use Only 


EXPLORATIVPROJECT CONTRACT 


Operator__i_ 


Docket No. DMEA-_____________ 


Contract No. Idrn-E________________ 


Contract Date'" 


QENT TO LIEN 


	


c	 éRtEái-\and 
SjU 


	


1	
pIJ1ION AGREEMENT / 


"1 


To the United States of} erica: 


	


Referring to	 zin the County of 	 State of 


North Caz'oUna	 described as follows / 


ib Entire Track of the 1 iflt p 1'rOperty located n Avery Couflt, N.C. on ?lumtree creek 


kflOV and designated a$ the A" 1ineo eginnng on a rtal3. Locust., N 17 W 430' to 


a tam ,!N 30 E 10' to a stake; S 47 E4001 to . ,a pile of ROckS; * '2S W 10' to the 


Beginning, Containing 1j acrese 


which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter calld the "contract," 


with the United States of America, hereinafter called the "Government;" in consideration of the 


contract and as an inducement to the Government to enter. into it, the undersigned hereby--


1. Undertakes and agrees that property in which the Government may acquire an interest 


or equity under the contract may be dismantled, severed from the land,' and removed, as may be pro-


vided In the contract; and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior 
and superior to any adverse right- or claim of the undersigned; 


2. Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and 


interest in 'the land and upon any production of minerals therefrom, to secure the payment to the 


Governmeni of a percentage royalty on production as may be provided for by the Contract; 


3. Subordinates the undersigned's right, title, claim, -or interestinor against the 


land and In any production therefrom to the rights of the Government under the contract with respect 



	


to royalty on production and liens to secure same.; 	 - 


4. Represents and undertakes that there is no claim,- lien, or encumbrance -upon the 


undersigned's right, title, claim, or interest in or against the land other than t)ie following: 


(If "none" insert the word -"none." Do not leave-lines blank.) 


Wone	 S 	 - 


/ Mining or production from the land is not, required, and in the absence of production there is no 


obligation to pay-royalty--to the. Government. 	 S •-,, S 


2/ Either (a) insert the legaldoscr.ipi:onof the;1and, , , or (b).strike out the words "as follows" 


and insert "in alease [or contract, deed., or other document] dated  


	


• and recorded in Book	 - , Page	 -_-,. official records of said county." If (b)



is used, the book and page of recordation. cannot-he dispensed with, ',If the space provided is 


insufficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space. 	 - -







5. Undertakes and agrees (a) neither to commit any act nor assert any claim in conflict 


with the provisions of this Agreement; and (b) to give advance notice of the Government's rights 
under this Agreement to any subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any of the 


undersigned's right, title; claim, or interest in or against the land, or any production therefrom 


furnishing the Government with two copies of such notice; and 


6. Consents to all amendments (including an agreement of termination) and assignments of 


the contract without notice thereof, and undertakes and agrees that this Agreement shall extend and 


apply thereto.


7. Added provision: 	 (State "None" or "See Annex No._") 


Dated this 	 day of	 )7é.e.-/	 , 195. 


____	 [Seal] 8291 4At	 Z)a441 [Address] 
U. 


ittt	 [Seal]	 £2	 /et [Address] 


[Seal]	 [Address] 


[seal]	 [Address] 


[Seal]	 [Address] 


[Seal]	 [Address] 


certify that I am the - 


(Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that  


who signed this agreement was then  (President 


or Vice—President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf 


of said corporation by authority of its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate 


powers.	 . 


•	
:	 ..	 .•.:	 .. . [corporate Seal] •..	 . 


S	 O 
\	 INT.-DUP. SEC., WASH.,, D.C.	 .	 5172
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EXPLORATIROJECT CONTRACT 


Oprator._.______________________ 


Docket No. DMEA-	 - 


Contract No. Idm-E_________________ 


Contract Date_________________________ 


MF-205 


(Combines and supercedes MF-201 a MF-203) 


June 1956 


_".0 ,


TO LIEN 


AGREEMENT )/ 


To the United States of


/ 
Referring to that,	 he County of 	 State of 


described as follows: V 
of tho Umtw Property ]c' 'ted An NOW	 'A. oh nimtfta Creek 


	


Imm and dosimawus the h An iito. Ci8 01 I	 18?to 


3Oi3l8$O toaetake $18? 13 W0# toa aofodC	 23	 ' to 
st 


eg1tn1ng. •cot*'4ic On aces. 
which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter calld the "contract," 


with the United States of America, hereinafter called the "Government;" in consideration of the 


contract and as an inducement to the Government to enter into it, the undersigned hereby--


1. Undertakes and agrees that property in which the.Governrnent may acquire an interest 
or equity under the contract may be dismantled, severed from the land, and removed, as may be pro-


vided in the contract; and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior 


and superior to anyadverseri'ghtor claim of the undersigned; - 


2. Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and 


interest in the land and upon any production of. minerals therefrom, to secure the payment to the 


Government of a percentage royalty on production as may be provided for by the Contract; 


3. Subordinates the undersigned's right, title, claim, or interest in or against the 


land and in any production therefrom to the rights of the Government under the contract with respect 


to royalty on production and liens to secure same;  


4. Represents and undertakes that there is no claim, lien, or encumbrance . upon the 


undersigned's right, title, claim, or interest in or against the land other than the following: 


(If "none" insert the word "none." Do not leave lines blank.) 


/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence of production there is no 


obligation to pay royalty to the Government.. 	 ,. . ..	 .. 


2/ Either' (a) insert the legal description -of the land,. or (b) .. strikeout the words "as follows" 


and insert "in , a lease [or :ccntr.act, ,deed, o.rbther document] dated.  


and recorded in Book ' -, Pag.e- ..., official records of said county." If (b) 


is used, the, book-:and page of recordation. cannot. be dispensed with. If the space provided is 


insufficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space.







5. Undertakes and agrees (a) neither to commit any act nor assert any claim in conflict 


with the provisions of this Agreement; and (b) to give advance notice of the Government's rights 


under this Agreement to any subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any of the 


undersigned's right, title, claim, or interest in or against the land, or any production therefrom 


furnishing the Government with two copies of such notice; and 


6. Consents to all amendments (Including an agreement of termination) and assignments of 


the contract without notice thereof, and undertakes and agrees that this Agreement shall extend and 


apply thereto.


7. Added provision: 	 (State "None" or "See Annex No._") 


Dated this 	 day of	 , l95. 


11 LQ 	 t.&t	 [Seal] ?;q 1' We. Q.0	 4LJ&(t6(.'4,[Address] 


 [seal] I'Jj 	 [Address] 


[Seal]	 [Address] 


[seal]	 [Address] 


[Seal]	 [Address] 


-.


 


[seal]	 [Address] 


I, -


	


	 certify that I am the - 


(Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that  


who signed this agreement was then  (President 


or Vice—President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf 


of said corporation by authority of its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate 


powers.


• •	 •.:	 •	 [corporate Seal] 


0	 S 
INT.-DUP. SEC., WASH.., D.C.	 5172







MF-205 


(Combines and supercedes MF-201 	 MF-203) 


June 1956


1 
ZAAR KtUBO


e rnment 'S Use Only 
EXPLORA JECT CONTRACT 


Operator.........._________________________ 


Docket No. DMEA-______________ 


Contract No. Idm-E__________________ 


Contract Date_______________________ 


NT TO LIEN 


and 


TION AGREEMENT / 


To the United States of1America: 


Referring to t1at certain 1a'1c&'.>in the County of 
-/'


follows: /


J. State of 


rntc	 e'' iac.t 't 'cv7 AAA*"re* 


1ftVJ0O to 410 Rej $2UL$' to thD 


, 
which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter calld the "contract," 


with the United States of Amörica, hereinafite.r called the "Government;" in consideration of the 


contract and as an inducement to the Government to enter into it, the undersigned hereby--


1. Undertakes and agrees that property in which the Government may acquire an interest 


or equity under the contract may 'be dismantled, severed from the land, and removed, as may be pro-


vided in the contract; and the Government's interest and equity 'in such property shall be prior 


and superior to any adverse-right-or-claim of. the undersigned; 


2. Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and 


interest in the land and upon any-production of minerals therefrom, to secure the payment to the 


Government of a percentage royalty on production as may be provided for by the Contract; 


3. Subordinates the undersigned's right, title, claim 1 or interest in or against the 


land and in any production, therefrom to the rights of the Government under the contract with respect 


to royalty on production and liens to secure same; ,	 . 


4. Represents and undertakes that there is no claim, lien, or encumbrance upon the 


undersigned's right, title, claim, or interest in or against the land other than the following: 


(If "none" insertthe word "none." Do..not leave lines blank.) 


/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence of production there is no 


obligation to pay royalty.to the Government.	 ... 


2/ Either (a) insert the legal descriptionof the, iand, or (b) strike out .the words "as follows" 


and . insert "in a lease r contract, ,, deed,	 other document] dated.  


and recorded in Book ._.., Fage,..... .....,, offioilrecordsof said county," If (b)
A t.


is used, the, book and page of.. rec .ordtion,, cannot be dispensed with.. If the space provided is 


insufficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space.







5. Undertakes and agrees (a) neither to commit any act nor assert any claim in conflict 


with the provisions of this Agreement; and (b) to give advance notice of the Government's rights 


under this Agreement to any subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, -or lessee of any of the 


undersigned's right, title, claim, or interest in or against the land, or zany production therefrom 
furnishing the Government with two copies of such notice; and 


6. Consents to all amendments (including an agreement of termination) and assignments of 


the contract without notice thereof, and undertakes and agrees that this Agreement shall extend and 


apply thereto.


7. Added provision: 	 (State "None" or "See Annex No._") 


Dated this 	 day of	 , l95. 


	


i±oU. t4u.iZA.5o1&st, 	 [Seal]	 I	 I Q..44.c4Address] 


\ 4A	 )t<Z	 [Seal] L2?	 £e	 [Address] 


[Seal]	 -- [Address] 


[Seal]	 [Address] 


[Seal]	 [Address] 


[Seal]	 [Address] 


certify that I am the  


(Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that  


who signed this agreement was then  (President 


or Vice—President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf 


of said corporation by authority of its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate 


powers.


[Corporate Seal] 


S	 . 
INT.-DUP. SEC., WASH.., D.C.	 5172
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EXPLORATI W PROJECT CONTRACT 


Operator______________________ 


Docket No. DMEA-______________ 


Contract No. Idm-E______________ 


Contract Date__________________________ 


MF-205 


(Combines and supercedes MF-201 a MF-203) 


June 1956


IEN 


EMENT 21 


To the United States of Amen 


Referring to that ce
	


'County of
	


State of 


51 Wth, 	 __ described as follows: / 


SAL _tjk .i: CIO,  


$	 o	 tY	 th 
Cq W7ne
	 tj *,, 


which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter ca1ld the "contract,". 


with the United States of America, hereinafter called the "Government;" in consideration of the 


contract and as an inducement, to the Government to enter into it, the undersigned hereby--


1. Undertakes and agreesthat property in which the Government may acquire an interest 


or equity under the contract may be dismantled, seveted from the land, and, removed, as may be pro-


vided in the contract; and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior 


and superior to any adverse right or claim of the undersigned; 


2. Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and 


interest in the land and upon any production of minerals therefrom, to secure the payment to the 


Government of a percentage royalty on production as may be provided for by the Contract; 


3. Subordinates the undersigned's right, title, claim, or interest in or against the 


land and in any production therefrom to the rights of the Government under the contract with respect 


to royalty on production and-liens-to secure same;-  


4. Represents and undertakes that there is no claim, lien, or encumbrance upon the 


undersigned's right., title, claim, or interest in or against the land other than the following: 


(If "none" insert the word "none." Do not leave lines blank.) 	 - 


/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence of production there is no 


obligation to pay royalty to the Government.  


/ Either (a) insert the legal description of the, land ,, or (b) strike out the words "as follows" 
and insert "in a lease [or contract, deed,..or other. document] dated 


and recorded in Book	 .	 , Fag....	 . , official, records of said county." If (b)

is used, the book and page of re.cord .tion cannot be dispensed with. If the space provided' is 
insufficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space-. ' '







5. Undertakes and agrees (a) neither to commit any act nor assert any claim in conflict 


with the provisions of this Agreement; and (b) to give advance notice of the Government ' s rights 


under this Agreement to any subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any of the 


undersigned ' s right, title, claim, or interest in or against the land, or any production therefrom 


furnishing the Government with two copies of such notice; and 


6. Consents to all amendments (including an agreement of termination) and assignments of 


the contract without notice thereof, and undertakes and agrees that this Agreement shall extend and 


apply thereto.


7. Added provision: 	 (State "None" or "See Annex No.j') 


Dated this	 I	 day of	 )242-'i 'J 	 , l95.. 


______ _____ [Seal] '271fEL&eJ € a4&2Zi 7MA.44.dI[Addressl 


[Seal]	 ?cI	 69"Qh1ZL F{Address] 


[Seal]	 [Address] 


[seai]	 [Address] 


[Seal]	 E[Addressl 


[Seal]	 [Address] 


certify that I am the - 


(Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that  


who signed this agreement was then  (President 


or Vice-President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf 


of said corporation by authority of its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate 


powers.


[Corporate Seal] 


-	 "--


S
	


. 
IT.-DUP. SEC., WAS}L4D.C., 	 5172
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Operator.........__	 - 


Docket No. DMEA-______________ 


Contract No. Idm-E_________________ 


Contract Date______________________ 


MF-205 


(Combin
e
s and supercedes MF-201 a MF-203) 


June 1956


OONSENTTO LIEN .	 -1 g 


-id' / 
( 


	


bUtW.L11.LVN
	 21 


To the United States of Ameriba:
	


U 


Referring to that cer
fl ?/ 


land tn-theo C of 	, State of 


VU —	 describedasfo.1ow\2/ 


,.', 


¶9	 '	 t,	 0 7


ta .44 2" 03	 0153101 *11, .0	 1)	 to 4 unu, 49 : 11-4ftll #z 


which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter call the "contract," 


with the United 'Stat ,s of 'America, hereinafter .called, the .'overnrnent;" in consideration of the 


contract and as an inducement to the Government to enter into it, .the undersigned hereby--


1 Undertakes and agrees that property in which the Government may acquire an interest 


or equity under the contract may be . dismantled, severed from the land, and removed, asmay be pro-


vided in the contract; and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior 


and superior to any adverse right or claim of the undersigned;- .. . 


2. Grants 'to the Goernment a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and 


interest in the land and upon any production of minerals therefrom, to secure the payment to the 


Government of a percentage royalty on production as may be provided for by the Contract; 


3. Subordinates the undersigned's right, title, claim, or interest in or against the 


land and in any production therefrom to the rights of the Government under the contract with respect 


to royalty on production and liens to secure same;; 	 . 


4. Represents and undertakes that there is no claim, lien, or encumbrance upon the 


undersigned's right, title, claim, or interest in or against the land other than the following: 


(If "none" insert the word "none." Do not leave lines blank.) 


/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence of production there is no 


obligation to pay royalty to .the Government. 	 .	 . 


2/ Either (a) . insert the legal description of the land, or (b) strike out the words "as follows" 


and insert "in a lease .[or. contract, deed, or other document] dated  


and recorded in Book .. , Fag9.__ . , official. records of said county." If (b) 


is used, the book.,and page of recordation. cannot. be . dispensedwith.. If the space provided is 


insufficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space.







5. Undertakes and agrees (a) neither to. commit any act nor assert any claim in conflict 


with the provisions of this Agreement; and (b) to give advance notice of the Government's rights 


under this Agreement to any subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any of the 


undersigned's right,, title, claim, or interest in or against the land, or any production therefrom 


furnishing the Government with two copies of such notice; and 


6. Consents to all amendments (including an agreement of termination) and assignments of 


the contract without notice thereof, and undertakes and agrees that, this Agreement shall extend and 


apply thereto.


7. Added provision:	 (State "None" or "See Annex No._") 


Dated this	 -day of	 , l95Y. 


,4j3 QJp
	


LnuA)	 [Seal] Q 2 £&LQL'L	 JeZ2r," -c.4_(Address] 


(T42ti	 .. .... . [Seal] pL [Address] 


[Seal]
	


[Address] 


[Seal]
	


[Address] 


[Seal]


	
[Address] 


--	 [Seal]
	


[Address] 


certify that I am the - 


'(Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that  


who signed this agreement was then _ (President 


or Vice—President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf 


of said corporation by authority of its. governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate 


powers.


[corporate Seal] 


S 
TNT. -DUP. SEC., WASH.,. D.C.	 5172







Memorandum 


To:	 Operating Committee s, DMA Wa 


.


	
F^-] 


UNITED STATES	 ;\n 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER IOR	 • ©Vrr 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 	 bJuL	 JL 


i.iUM 13 POST OFFICE BLO(. 	 _tI 
KNOXVILLE 2, TENNI 
March lO l95	 lIT 


From:	 DMEA Field Team s, Region V Knoxville Tennessee 


Subject: Application from Lewie Aldridge, et a10 Spruce Pine ., N0C 
"All Mine s, Avery Courxty, N0C0 (mica) 


Enclosed are the original and two copies of the 


subject application received at this office s, with a copy of 


the lease and five copies of the Consent to Lien0 


We are keeping the fourth copy for our files 


14'f4t v 
Robert A. Laurence, 
Executive Officer s, DMEA 
Region V 


Wm0 A0 Beck, for V. J Lynch 
Member DPJIEA Bureau of Mines







A. 
Form MF-103	 UNITEDSTATES	 Budget Bureau No. 42—R1035.3 
Revised Feb. 1957	


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR	
Approval expires June 30, 1958 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


APPLICATIOWTOR"AID IN AN EXPLORATION PROJECT 
PURSUANT TO DMEA ORDER I, UNDER THE DEFENSE PRODUCTION ACT OF-,,1950, AS AMENDED 


NAME OF APPLICANT (Full legal name and mailing address as It should appear 	 APPLICANT NOT TO USE THIS BLOCK 
•	 on contract If one is executed) 	 Docket Number  •


	


	 '	 ''	
'	 ':t'i	 '•	 I.r(IS/ The "A" Nine  -	


- 
14.Date Received


do ewieAidri
Spruce Pine, N.


Governrneit ,. 	 ,.	 •,5.. 
- -	 ;•	 ,•	 •- -.	 .	 !articipation.%.  


-	 .'-	 ,\	 .,.	 ,	 .• f—	 ..	 Region -. 


*	 ',• '
	 Division Code 


BUSINESS ORGANIZATION LIST CORPORATE oFFIcERs:R PARTNERS HERE, IF APPLICABLE 
(Check one)	 Name	 Address	 Title 


Individual	 Lewie Aldridge	 Spruce Pine, N • C	 -	 Partner 
Corporation	 .	 .	 •	 'jBT1 Befien].d,	 ,Rt. 3, Newland, ,N.. ., 	 Partner 
Partnership	 X	 Dewey Calloway	 Rt. 3, Newland, N.C.	 Partner 
Other (Specify)


 


State in which fl is 	 ( Lewie Aidridgé home address is Pluntree,, N.C. 
organized Partnership., , .	 Business address is -Spruce Pine,  
Mineral(s) for which you wish tà explore •	 LOCATION OF PROPERTY	 .- 


Mica	 -	 Name	 -	 County	 State 


Estimated Cost of Project	 - 


$15965.00	 "A" Mine, -Toe River lbwnship, Avery, i'I C. 
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 


Before filling out this application, please read DMEA Order—I, 	 sketches should be used to supplement narrative descriptions 
Amended, "Government Aid in Defense ExplorationProjets."'	 of the property loca'tion andboundaries in item '1, èxistfng 
To assure prompt action, your application must' provide all ' 	 mIne workings and geology in item • 2, and the proposed 
applicable 'material and information specified on the back oi 	 exploration project 'in item 4. *665 h this information is not 
this application form. Avoid unnecessary correspondence and 	 toocdmplex, all of it may' be shown on one map or sketch. 
delays by sub"mitting complete and accurate information	 All documents and other attachments submitted as a part of 
Please' submit four copies of thisapplication and all, ac-	 :this application,, except those in item 2('g) which you mark to 
companying papers, except as otherwise noted. Place your ' be returned, become, the property of-the Government and will 
name7 and address on each sheet. Each item of information, 	 not be returned to the- applicant. Send true copies 1 not 
maps, and reports required as a part of this application is 	 originals, of leases,. contracts,. -and other documents which 
described on the back of this form. Identify each attached 	 are an essential. part of your business - records. File this 
statement by the item number to which it applies. If an item	 application with the Defense Minerals Exploration Adminis-
does not'apply to your application,' show v the item number on ' tration, Department of the Interior, Washington- 25, D.- C., 
your statement and after it write "not applicable " Maps or 	 or with the nearest DMEA Field Office 


CERTIFICATION
 


The undersigned, whether` as' :- an	 fi indiviaual, corporate	 maon set forth in :, this form mJ: accompanying papers 
officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf 	 is correct and 'complete, to the best of his knowledge 
and acting for the applicant, certifies thét the i10 	 and belief.	 - 


Feb. .  
Dated	 BY (Signature) 


Y. 
rw


	


Title	 - 


A wilfully false statement or certificatiQn to any Department or Agency of the United States Government is a criminal offense. 
U. S. Code, Title 18, Sec. 1001.
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Attachedtg form MF-103.	 I	 . L 


APPLICATION FOR AID ___ EXPLORATION PROJECT PURStJAN4 ThIEA (RDER 1. 1) 


RECEUVEDMAR :ii iig5 


1- (a) Property in Avery County, North Carolina located on Plimit 
in Toe River Township; known as the Hunter Property, énti 
containing 1 j acres and on which the "A" Nine is located 
copy attached, is recorded in office of Register of Deeds 
County, N. C. on Jan. 2, 198 in book # 55 on pages 58 & 


(b)The tilit Mine, The Big A Mine. 


(c)Lessees. Copy of lease attached from Mrs. Frank J. 
E. Hunter of Elizabethton, Tennessee. 


(d)None 


2- (a) This mine was des covered by "Old Timers" and was mostly worked by hand. 
The last production was made in 1930. There ha been a tunnel dug, back 
in the ground but it is now full of water & muck. 


(b)None except enough prospecting to see that it is a good prospect for 
production of good quality mica. 


(c) No records are available as to production but it is public knowledge, 
(people who saw the mica),that it produced a good quality green mica 
and that the quanity of mica produced varrented cutting 'a tunnel by 
hand in 1930 untill the price of mica dropped during the ttdepression". 


(d) The mica lays in hard vein rock between slate rocks, hard and soft mixture* 
We have no assays on the mica but will furnish the examining team with 
samples at any time. 


(e) R g uidi Peitatite is mica vein rock in side of mountain, typical of all 
mica mines now producing in this section. 


(f) Samples have been dug from the exposed pegmatite and as mic a is qualified 
just by visual observation, there is no assay certifiate available. 


(g)No maps or geologic reports available on the prospect but it in in a mica 
producing belt and there are several mines that have produced or are pro-
ducing good grade mica in this same strata of ridges. 


3- (a) Lewie Aldridge, who is known to theLPIEA feud examiners, and who has a 
business in Spruce Pine, N. Co will ba available to go with the examing 
team to the prospect. His home is at Plumtree, N. C. The mine is located 
on the side of Elk Mountain on left side of Plumtree Oreek. Turn off 
Highway 19 E just north of Plumtree, N. C. go up Plumtree Creek Road which 
has hard surface around three miles and the mine is situated about 300 
yards from this road. The mine workings are readily accessibile for ex .


-amination. 


(b) Shipping and supply points are both at Spruce Pine, N• Coand the employees 
will be local men who live within 1 to 10 miles of the property. 


14 - (a) We would like to out a Tunnel drifting into the mountain by or near the 
old existing tunnel for 200 feet, this following the pegmatite, and then 
cross cutt this tunnel with 275 feet crosscuts at points deemed necessary 
by your field examiners. See attached plot of property and the prospect 
entrance would be in the lower section of property.


e 
Of A







v;s	 • 
Page 2- Applicat' or Aid in an Exploration ProjPursuant to DMEA Order 1. 


tached to form K F-l03.	 0 


ii .. (b) There is around 300 yards of road from the Pluintree Creek Road that 
Will have to be smothed down but we are going to do that as we move 
the machinery in. 


(c) We will be able to start work immediately and will fininsh it in 
six to eight months depending on the amount of tunelling and cross-cutting 
allowed by your field team upon examination of the prospect. 


5— (1) Lewie Aldridge has had several years expierence in mining and has been 
operating mines since 1912. Some of his operations are producing and in 
operation at this time. 


(2) ¶Lbm Benfield has been mining or working in mines for the last 30 years. 
He is an experienced miner. 


(3) Dewey Calloway has been mining for himself for the last 7 years and is 
considered an execelent mica miner. 


Toni Benfield and Dewey Calloway will supervise the day by day operation 
of the mine and Lewie Aldridge will be in close contact with the whole 
mining operations. 


6 +(a) We would like for the Exploration contract to be written on a cost per 
unit basis. Work to be done by hired labor paid per day by us. The cost 
per foot for tunells and cross-cutts to be specified by you and 7 of 
this to be paid to us by you. Estimated as follows: 


Prepation by Bulldozzer, 10 hours @ $10.00 per hour ........$ 100.00 
/0000100 


200 feet Drift/incline @ $15.00 ............................ 9000000 


2 75 Feet Cross-cutting= 150 feet © $LiS.O0 .................. 670.00 


1 Tool House.. . . . ... . •. . . . •. . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . ... . . . . . . .. 	 75900 


1 Powder Magazine.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	 25.00 


1 Exploder Magazine..........................................	 lS.00 
Total Exploration cost all units......................... 	 $15965.00 


(b) No cost for this. 


(c) This cost will be covered by the cost per unit. 


(d) We will furnish all equippnient. 


(e) This will be covered in the preparation unit named above. 


(f) The Ibol House, Powder and exploder Magazines listed in a0 above. 


(g) Not applicabale 


7- (a) Yes, we are prepared to pay our share. 


(b) By Money.
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said ürchae-price to/be-.Phid in -ful 
Ltal royacities paid : to the party of the -first 
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 óf.. this ontioz contract.


or assigns is )hereby given an 
described an q set1'orth in this 
iin three y


f
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price is pai 	 the form of roy-
be	 special warranty deed to
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tw
_---------------- (Seal) 


.	 t_/1, /
 ---(Seal)


MININ,G LEASE 


State of North Carolina-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------County: 


This Indenture made th1s2tJ1day of---------------------------------------------------------------, 195' 


between --MRS. J. FRM SEILER and (Miss) CARRIE E. HUNT-ER 


County and State of 	 as party of the first part, and known 


as lessor-S-, andt	 A I	 QM8EFIELpfl--DEtWAYa1  


of------------------------------------------County and State of North Carolina, party of the second part and known 


as lessee.	 S 


WITNESSETH, That the partief the first part in consideration of One Dollar In hand received and hereby acknowl-
edged by the lessor__..., and in consideration of the agreements hereinafter contained, on the part of the party of the second 
part to be performed, hereby bargains, leases and grants to the party of the second part, and his heirs and assigns, for the 
period of five years from the date of this agreement, the following described real property, for mining purposes, in the County 
and State first above written to wit:


The entire tract of the Hunter property located in 
---------- --Ai 	 t7N ------- -óTütèCèkk" 
__ ------------- 


________
__________---------------------------------------- 


-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 


0 HAVE AND TO HOP the said lands to him, for mining purposes, the said lessee and his heirs and assigns for the 
afor	 with the condition of this instrument, for the purpose and with the right to dig, 
quar y, search ex lo	 nd1 remove any kind of minerals, metals or fossils, and particularly mica, and to conduct 

the me to a extent the s id party of the second part, the lessee, may desire. And it is hereby agreed between the parties 
to t i&	 second part is to have the use of any - unoccupied buildings on said lands for mining

purp ses, and hat he shall :ave the right to erect such buildings as he needs to carry on such mining operations during the 
perio - ease, and that the party of the second part shall keep the same in as good condition as when received, unavoid-
able accidents excepted. And It is also agreed by the party of the second part that no unnecessary damage is to be done to 


- the lands herein leased during the period of this lease and the continuance of said lease, but the said party of the second part 
shall have , the right to take from said lands leased to the party of the second part any wood or timber the party of the second 
part may need to carry on said mining operations or which may be needed to carry on the addition to existing buildings or 
to erect new buildings or sheds on said lands. (Timber of high or special market value is excepted and shall not be used by 
the lessee.) And it is hereby agreed that the party of the second part, the lessee, is to have the right-of-way of ingress and 
egress to said mines or land upon which exploration is being conducted. 


AND IT IS FURTHER AGREED That the party of the second part, the lessee hereby agrees to pay to the said part --- of 


the first part, or his or their heirs or assigns, a rental royalty of__-i._QL 	 _________ 
all Mica mined in said "A" Mine and 500 a ton for feldspar mined* 


on the minerals taken 'and sold from said mines which shall be for the use of the said lands for the aforesaid period of five 
years. The said amounts shall be payable on the computation of selling bills on the tenth day of each month covering sales 
made during the previous month. Any minerals other than those set forth above whicl, may be tken and soici .shall be .Raid 
for and at the usual royalty rate of the minerals taken. This lease cannot øe assigned without tne 
consent of Lessors. Lessees shall pay to the land owners damages to surface 


AND IT IS FURTHER AGREED That the lessee, the party of the second part, his heirs or assigns, shall have the option 
to renew this lease and to extend the period of its running for an additional five years from the date of its present termination. 
The option shall be exercised by giving formal written notice to the party of the first part or b y the continuation of any min-
ing operation then being conducted. The lessor___ reserve the right to use the land, or convey the same not conflicting with this 
lease, but under any conveyance the terms of this lease must be recognized by the grantee, purchaser, or assigns thereof. Ld


c-t-


(D 


H' 


4j VI 	 '	 V	 '	 V"	 'Uq ' '	 // UT IT IS EXPRESSLY AGREED That unless mineral or fossil M aterial of practical value for mining purposes shall be 
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STATE OF TENNESSEE 


COUNTY OF CARTER 


Personally appeared before me, fi&y (J&/J 
a Notary Public in and for the said1 3tate and 
within named bargainors, Mrs. J. Prank Seller and Carrie E. 
Hunter, with whom I am personally acquainted, and who acknowledged 
they executed the within instrument for the purposes therein 
contained. 


WITNESS my hand and official seal at Office in Elizabethtori, 
this the 30th day December, 1957. 


My Commission expires


. 1/&;^ degY4) 
ARLrC: 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 


COUNTY OF MITCHELL	 I) 


Personally appeared before me,	 /57'	 a 
Notary Public in and for the said State and Countyhe within 
named bargainors, t.ewie Aldridge, Tom Benfield and D we, 
Calloway, with whom I arn . personally acquainted, an ho ao 
kmowledged they executed the within instrument for the pur-
poses therein contained. 


WITNESS my hand and offical seal at Office this the Vday 
of	 _ 	 195_. 
M o Ission expires


LAI 


NOTA PUBLIC 


State of North Carolina 
Avery County* 


The foregoing certificates of Nancy Cooper a Notary Public of Carter County, 
State of Tennessee under her official seal, and Gurney D. Brinkley a Notary Public 
of Mitchell County, State of N.C., under his official seal, are adjudged to be 
correct, 1t the instrument and the certificates be registered. 


This 2 day of January, 19	 Ralph .Gwaltney 
Clerk of superior Court. 


NC	 !NA 
AVERY COUNTY S 


OFFICE OF REGISTER OF DEEDS 


gistrtjon	 _______	 . M. on the	 - 
day of	 1	 nd res1ered in this cffv In 
book	 at pc9e.Pthis 
day of	 - -	 1  


emter
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May 8, 1958 


Memorandum 


To;	 Mr. C. 0. Mittendorf, Administrator 


From:	 Lawrence G. Houk, Director, Division of 

Nonmetallic Minerals 


Subject: - Evaluation of application and field examination report 


Docket, No. DMEA-4956-Mica 
Lewie Aldridge, et al. 
The "A" Mine 
Avery County, North Carolina 


Denial of application Is recommended. 


Mica: The mica is reported to have been clear, ruby to 
rum in color, and of good quality. ' No record of 
quantity. 


Past Production: Nothing could be seen of 1943 workings,most 
are now caved or water-filled and not accessible. 
Much pegmatite was mined but no mica produced. 


Workings: The new openings seen are 150 feet of bulldozer 
cut along the strike; 60 feet of adit Into the hill 
15 feet above top of caved portal; and about 25 to 
30 feet of Inclined crosscut 20 feet inside the 
"Colonial" tunnel. The applicants report they had 
dewatered the tunnel in 1957 and drilled five or 
six percussion test-holes inclined upward into the 
tunnel. 


Applicants' proposal: 


Bulldozer preparation 10 bra. 10/hr. 	 4100.00 
Drift/Incline 200 ft. @ 45/ft0	 9,000.00

Crosscuts (2 at 75 ft. ea.) 


150 ft. @ 45/ft.	 69750.00

ToOlhouse, powder and exploder 
magazines	 115.00 


Total estimated cost	 15,965.00 


Recommendations: The Field Team recommends denial as it appears 
that most of the proposed 200-foot adit would cut ground already 
tested by the Colonial Mica Company in 1943 and found unproductive - 
"worked out", and there is insufficient evidence to support additional 
exploration. The Division of Nonmetallic Minerals concurs in the Field 
Team's recommendation as do the Bureau of Nines and the Geological Survey. 
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• The "ij" Mine 
c/o W. Lewis Aldridge 
Spruce Pine, North Carolina


its s 


Dar W * Aidridgo: 


Your application for aid for an exploration project 
and other reports available to us in Washington relating to the 
subject property have been reviewed. 


1roJeote approved by the Defense Minerals. Exploration 
Administration must, in its jndg*ent, show definite promise of 
yielding materials of acceptable grade in quantities that will 
significantly improve the mineral supply position for the National 
Defense Program. 


Careful study of all our information indicates to us 
that the probability of disclosing significant reserves of mica 
is not sufficiently promising to justify Government participa-
tion. We regret to athise you, under these, circumstances, that 
your application for exploration assistance is denied. 


We wish to thank you for your interest in the Defense 
Minerals Program and for bringing your property to 'our attention. 


• .


	 Sincerely yours, 


C. a Mittendort 


Administrator 


LGHouk:gad 5/8/58 
Copy to: .Admr. R. File 


Operating Committee 
Field Team, Region V 
Mr. Kiil8gaard, 5222 
Mr. Dietrich, 3061 
Mr. Houk


. 


MY. 1:4	 600


Docket No.DWI494 
Lewis Aldridge,, et al. 
The "V' Mine 
Avery County, North Carolina
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UNITED STATES
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BUREAU OF MINES 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
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)Inorand.umk 


Nonmetallic Minerals Division 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


Fr:	 Chief, Branch of Ceramic and Fertilizer Matez 


Subject: IAEA-4956 (mica) 


Applicant: Zewie Aldridge., et al. 


Name and Location of Property: The "A" Mine, Avery County ., N. C o 


Date of Field Team Report: 11/29/.58 


Date Rec'd. by Br. of Ceramic & Fertilizer MaterialS: 5/2/58 


Field Team Recommendation: Reccemuend den ial of D4EA assistance. 


Comments:
I. Mica has been produced from this mine in the past from 


a pegmatite lenses. 


2. The field exm1-ners believe the mine to be worked out 
and no suitable exploration target exists, as no more pegmatite 
lenses appear to exist. 


3. Sufficient recent work has been done to i ndicate the 
pegmatite is not suitable for producing additional quantities of 
strategic mica. 


Recommendation: 


I concur with the field team in recommending denial of this 
application.


W. F. Dietrich







Memorand,.u&


IN REPLY REFER TO: 


UNITED STATES 	 1U81 L2 A 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY



WASHINGTON 25 DC


- 


y4,l958 


To:	 L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Eloration Administration 


Fran:	 T. H. Kiilsgaard., U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of Field Examination Report, 4EA Docket 11956 (mica), 
The "A" Mine, Avery County, North Carolina.	 - 


Field Exeininers reccezend. denial of the application because, 
(1) most of the proposed work would be in ground already tested by 
previous mine workings, (2) accessible parts of the pegmatite do not 
show sufficient mica to warrant further exploration., (3) a probability 
that the "A" mine is essentially worked out. 


Field Examiner's report contains valid reasons for the 
denial of this application. I concur with them and recoimnend the 
application be denied.


'61 W. /2 
P. H. Kii1agaéd
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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 	 kW ti, 


POST OFFICE	 1_b 
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/ April 290 1958 


Memorandu 


To:	 Operating Committee, DIM ., Washington, D 


From:	 Field Team, DYE, Region V, KnoxriUe, Trgessee 


Subject: Field Exaidnation Report, D4956 (Mica) 
Lewie Aidridlge, et al,, Spruce Pine, North Carolina 
The "All Mine, Avery County, North Carolina 


Enclosed are the original and two copies of the subject 
examination report. 


The meager evidence which is available indicates that the 
potential of the °A wine is not sufficiently attractive to warrant 
a project of the size which would be required. 


We do not recommend sproval. 


lobert A. Larenoe 
Executive Officer 


72 
V. J. Ly6h)feber 
Beau of Mines 


Enc1osue 3 
7


evie5d b' 
OPERATING COMXT 
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UNITED STATES



DEPARTNT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADNINISTRATIO1L ==-


FIELD EXAMINATION REPORT, REGION V 


DJFA4j956 (mica) THE "A" NINE 
(Plumtree Area) 


Avery County, North Carolina 


Helmuth Wedow, Jr., Geologist 

U. S. Geological Survey


eif3d by 
L. E. Shirley, Mining Engineer	 pATIG 


U. S. Bureau of Nines
... 


(dat. 


April 28 2 1956
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0	 FIELD EXA?IINATION REPORT 


DWA-4956 (Nca)THE"A"J1INE, Piuxritree area

Avery County, North Carolina 


Applicant: A partnership consisting of: Leia Aidridge, Spruce Pine, N0 C., 
Tom Benfield and Dewey Calloway, Route 3, Newland, N. C. 


SU&RY 


The chief production of muscovite from the "A" Nine on 
Elk Ridge in. the 'Pluntree area of Avery County, North Carolina, was from' 
a series of flat-lying pegmatite lenses on a line trending slightly west 
of north. The mica is reported to have been clear ruby to rum in color 
and of good quality. No records are available to show the 'quantity of 
mica produced. Reinterpretation of geologic data, obtained chiefly by 
J. C. Olson (USGS) in 1943, suggests that the mica-producing lenses may 
have lain on a structural terrace and that it is unlikely other sizable 
productive lenses lie in any direction from those which produced the 
bulk of the mica. It is believed that the "A" Nine is essentially 
"worked out". The Applicants' proposed explOration has no favorable 
target, nor has any suitable target been pointed up by the relatively 
recent surface and underground work. Consequently, denial of this appli-
cation is recommended.


INTRODUCTION 


Location


The "A" Mine is located on the east slope of the southern spur 


of Elk Ridge about 1.9 miles S • 880 E. of Fluntree, Avery County, florth 


Carolina. (See 7' Newland, 216-SW ., N. C. quadrangle; scale 1:2,000). 


The elevation of the major part of the mine is about 3,600 feet. 


Mine history, working, and production 


Little is known of the early history of the "A" Nine except 


that it is called an "old-timers" mine • It was reopened in August' 1914.3 


and was mapped and studied by Olson and Seeger in November 1943 at the 


request of the Colonial Mica Corporation and the Operators (see unpublished
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USGS report by J. C Olson, November 30, 1943) Olson reported that 


exploration was being started westward from near the portal of the old 


Borden Tunnel at the time of his mapping. Nothing could be seen of these 1<? 
later 1913 workings, although a part of the adit 1.5 feet above the old 


Borden Tunnel may well have been driven at this time. 


The workings today are essentially the sane as those accessible 


to Olson in 1943 except that most are now caved or water-filled and not 


accessible. The only new openings seen are: (1) about iSO feet of bulldozer 


cut along the strike, enlarging the old open cut southwest of the Borden 


Tunnel; (2) an adit extending about 60 feet into the bill in a generally 


northerly direction at an elevation about 15 feet above the top of the 


caved portal of the old Borden Tunnel; and (3) about 25 to 30 feet of 


inclined crosscut running northeast from a point about 20 feet inside the 


"Colonial" Tunnel. 


The Applicants report that they had dewatered the "Colonial" 


Tunnel in the Fall of 1957 and drilled five or six percussion test-holes 


inclined upward into the back of this tunnel. Although some pegmatite 


had been found in these holes, the general consensus was that it had not 


amounted to much. 


No information is available on production of mica from the 


"A" 1thie, Olson states that operations in 1931 and 1940 produced little 


mica, but that in its early history the mine is reputed to have produced 


"some of the largest block mica in the Plumtree area." In the period 


from August through November 1943, when the "Colonial" Tunnel was driven, 
much pegmatite had been mined but no mica produced. 


2
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Field eaiiation 


The field examination of The 'A 9 Nine was conducted on 


April 8, 1958. The examination consumed three hours, including travel 


time to the mine. All three of the Applicants accompanied the examiners







GEOLOGY 


Because of the lack of adequate exposure of bedrock at the 


time of this examination and because of the inaccessibility of the 


workings, much of the following information on geology is taken from the 


unpublished USGS report by Olson. 


The country rock at the 'A" Nine consists of alternating 


layers of mica gneiss and hornblende-.biotite gneiss and schist. The 


pegmatite appears to be grossly concordant with but locally crosscuts the 


foliation of the gneiss. It is distributed in more or less disconnected 


flat-lying lenses through a zone of gneiss probably 10 to 15 feet thick. 


In plan the lenses are roughly elliptical with the largest lens (I, on map) 


reported to have been as much as 8 feet thick and 10 to 50 feet in diameter. 


Four other major lenses (iI-v, on map) were mined but were both thinner 


and smaller in diameter. Olson states: "Lens II is reported to have been, 


smaller than Lens I, but to have contained some very large blocks. , Lens 


III was probably a little larger than Lens II, being about 7 feet thick 


at the maximum, but mica in it was of smaller average size • The other 


lenses, IV and V, were smaller and the mica in them was smaller . . 


Except for these larger lenses the pegmatite generally occurs in much 


smaller lenses and thin streaks with much of the ground intervening 


between the larger lenses being essentially barren. 


Throughout most of the area already mined or explored the 


pegmatite lenses and streaks are flat-lying. Toward the west and southwest, 


however, the foliation of the gneiss assumes a general northeasterly strike 


with dips of 10 to 35 degrees to the northwest. Rvm the information 


available it appears that pegmatite-bearing zone of gneiss follows this 


change of attitude.
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The pegmatite at the "All Mine is composed of potash and soda 


feldepars, quarts, muscovite, garnet, biotite, and a little pyrite with 


plagioclase predominating over microcline. Biotite is abundant but was 


generally scarce where the pegmatite contained large amounts of muscovite. 


The muscovite produced from this mine is reported to have been of good 


quality and clear ruby to rum in color. The mime has apparently been 


misnamed as Hj!I structure in the mica is reported as negligible. 


From the foliation attitudes shown on the Olson and Seeger 


map it appears that the major mica-producing lenses (I- .Iv, on map) may 


have lain on a structural terrace that trends slightly west of north and 


possibly plunging slightly in this direction. The diameter and thickness 


of the lenses, as well as the else of the mica blocks in the lenses, 


decrease in the direction of the apparent plunge of the structural terrace. 


Thus, this terrace may w eli be the controlling structure limiting the 


emplacement of the productive pegmatite lenses to the east and west with 


minor cross terraces, disappearing northward in the direction of apparent 


plunge, controlling the positions of the lenses along the major structural 


terrace. It follows, then, that the possibility for other sizable pro-


ductive lenses is considerably reduced in all directions from the area 


indicated as having produced the bulk of the mica to date (see map).







.	 S 
PROPOSED EXPLORATION PROGRAM 


The Applicants propose an adit drifting 200 feet northeeterly 


(see nap) into the hill on the pegmatite structure. The portal of the 


edit would be at a site near the old "Colonial" Tunnel. Tto 75400t 


crosscuts or lateral drifts would then be driven from the twine], from 


points to be determined later. The proposed work is essentially develop. 


ment work to reopen the area at the northwest end of the older workings 


that are now largely filled with muck and water. Much of this proposed 


access tunnel would probably encounter old stopes and crosscuts. 


CONCLUSIONS AND RECO1YJ1'IENnaTIONS 


Inasmuch as the older workings of the "A" Mine are essentially 


inaccessible and the new opencut showed only a minimum amount of exposure 


because of recent slumping, few, if any, conclusions on a possible new 


exploration target and the potential for significant reserves could be 


reached on direct observation in the field. According to Olson' a report 


in 1943 the outlook for sizable new mica-bearing lenses to the north and 


northeast was not favorable. In his opinion the best possibility for 


exploration at that time appeared to be a drift westward from the 


"Colonial" Tunnel at a point 85 feet from the portal. Such a drift would 


have connected first with older workings and would then be extended farther 


to the west to explore for additional lenses lying in a zone in the strike 


of a line connecting Lenses I and II (see map). This target, however, 


appears to be less promising at the present time in the light of the Field 


Examiners' reinterpretation of attendant structures (see aection on Geology). 


6
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Denial of this application is reconnended for reasons as 


follows:


1) Nost of the proposed 200fOot adit would cut ground that	 - 


has already been tested by the liO...foot "Colonial" Tunnel driven in 1943 


and found to be unproductive. The additional 60 feet as well as most of 


the iSO feet of proposed lateral drifting would then be in ground to the 


northeast, north, and northwest in an area regarded by Olson as distinctly 


unfavorable.


2) The new opencut and adit to the southwest in the vicinity 


of the old Borden Tunnel have not revealed sufficient new significant 


showings of pegmatite to warrant exploration of the pegmatite hone in this 


sector of the mine area. 


3) The probability that the "A" Nine is essentially "worked 7 
out", if it is postulated that a structural terrace plunging north at a 


low angle controlled the emplacement of the mica-producing pegmatite 


lenses.


Helmuth Wedow, Jr., Geologist 
U. S. Geological Survey 


L. E. Shirley, Mining Engineer 
U. S. Bureau of Nines
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)fr, Robert A. Laurence 
ezeeitivs *fti.er, PA 
Field 
Rom 130, Post otrioe, Bldg. 
Xcw1116 .2, ?smoss.o


ei ocket No. DRu4956'Hj* 

Lsvie t1drid., et al,, 
The 


Y$X7 Gou .t,ty, North CroUna 


£*r Hr. laurtne*s 


i-lease review the subject application and r..e for 
* field * t*inttton if you dW it 


te note that the Appicant propousa i sU tract of 
four az4 ateu.half acres jjj',j W4UArilY If 
ffawever, if the work is near the center we will have no obje.ticn, 
Wt if It is sloe, to the property Un* we will require additional 
land.


Copies of eaoranda dated	 33 . 18, by 4.  
U, and lit'. . 1. Distrish, tLI$11, respectively, routing to the *'o3oet 
are enclosed. There is also enoloaed a copy of tLe aj+U*%tj*ft for the 
use of the Yield Tern,


Sincerely yours, 


George C. e1fridge 


cheiran, Operating CoittJ) 
Appvveds 


P. F. Yopes 
Bure*iu of Mines 


Uior B.. Kiilsgaard 


fl.eber, Geological 


nc1oures 5


mHouk:rsi 3/20/58 
Copy to: Admr. R. File 


Operating Committee 
Mr. Kiilsgaard, 5222 
Mr. Dietrich, 3061 
Mr. Houk
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Docket Na. DA4956MiI.J 
Lewie Aldridge,, et al. 
The "A" Mine 
Avery County, North Carolina 


The "A" Mine 
a/o Mr • tewie Aldridge 
Spruce Pine, North Carolina


Re: 


I}IEA Form 7 
(l2..6)


Dear Mr. Aldridge: 


lour application for assistance in exploring the 
subject property has been reviewed by the Division of Nonmetallic 
Minerals of the Defense Minerals exploration Administration and. 
has been referred to Mr. Robert A. Laurence, Executive Officer, 
DMA Field Team, Region V, Room 13, Poet Office; Building, 
Knoxville 2, Tennessee., for further consideration and possibly 
a field examination. 


The Regional Office will contact you it an early date 
if an examination is to be made,	 e Any assistance you may give th 
members of the Field Team during the examination will be appreciated. 


Sincerely yours, 


Administrator 


LGHouk:rsi 3/20/58 
Copy to; Adnir. R. File 


Operating Committee 
Field Team, Region V 
Mr. Kiilsgaard, 5222 
Mr. Dietrich, 3061 
Mr. Houk
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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF MINES 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


March 18, 1958 


Memorandum" 


To:	 Nonmetallic Minerals Division 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 W. F. Dietrich, Chief, Branch of Ceramic and Fertilizer 
Materials 


Subject: DMEA .- 4956 (mica) 


Applicant: Lewie Aldridge, et a]. 


Name and Location of Property: "A" Mine 
Avery County, North Carolina 


Date Application Rec'd.. by Br. of Ceramic &:Fertilizer Materials: 3/12/1958 


Comments:


1. This is an old mine from which the applicants state some good 
quality mica was produced prior to 1930. 


2. Applicants wish to explore pegmatite by incline drifting 200 
feet and crosscutting 150 feet. 


3. Although exploration proposed by applicants is consistent with 
local practices and in line with unit-cost estimates for other DMEA 
projects, the amount of work proposed may be excessive to prove or dis-
prove the presence of a significant quantity of strategic mica. 


Recommendation: 


It is recommended that the field team visit this mine when in 
that vicinity to ascertain if an exploration project is justified.. If 
so, the field team and applicant should agree on a definite plan of 
exploration on a unit-cost basis.


V. F. Dietrich 


-
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0	 IN REPLY REFER TO: 


NITED STATES 
ENT OF THE INTERIOR 
)LOGICAL SURVEY 
SHINGTO.N 25 D.C. 


March 13, 1958 
Re: DNEA 4956 


Lewie Aldridge et al 
IrAti Mine 
Avery County, North Carolina 
$15,965.00 Mica 


Memorandum'' 


To:	 L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 N. E. Nelson, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of application 


The applicants request assistance in exploring, by incline 


drifting and crosscutting, a pegmatite about which little seems to be 


known other than what is verbally reported by "people who saw the mica." 


Referral of the application to the Field Team is recommended. 


2 '̂ 11 V-A. 
N. E. Nelson 







UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR



DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


March 12, 1958 


. Lowie Aldridge 
Spruce PIne 1 North Carolina 


L
	 j	 Subject: Di.4956 


Dear Mr. Aidridges 


Your application for exploration assistance, dated 


February 15, 1958. submitted to our office at Knci11e, Tennessee 


has been assigned Docket Number DMA-4+956 and referredto the 


Mon Metailica Minerals Division 	 in the Washington office.. 


Kindly identify all future correspondence relating to your 


application by this Docket Number. 	 . 


Sincerely yours, 


Allen S. Dakan, Director 
Operations Control and 
Statistics Division 


Copy to: Region V







UNITED.-STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


ROOM 13 POST OFFICE BLDG.- 


KNOXVILLE 2 TENi  


azch ZO, 1958 


Mi. Lewie A34z'.tde 


Spruce Pine, toxtb. CaroUna 


3e*z' *. A1dride 


lour application for aid tn exploration tor 


strategic mica at the "A" mine in Avery County, N' C.1 


been forwarded to our Washington *tfie, in accordance wit) 


established procedure. 


We will notify you in advance if a field examination 


is to be made.


Very truly yOUzf 8, 


Robert A. Laurenc. 
executive Officer 1 DMA_ 
Resion V 


RALfim 


Lynch 
tpz',	 2 
rUe3
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