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Defense Minerals Exploration Administratioﬂ

OFFICIAL DOCKET FILE

Application
%Denied
L_l¥ithdrawn

Contract

Idm-E NO.

Terminated - Not Certified
Terminated - Certified

IMEA NO. 5029

Cancelled
Royalty Agreement

The records contained in this file are marked (x) and arranged in this order:

-Folder No., 1:
Left Side

: Royalty Audits-
Certification of Discovery
Closing Letter
[]Cost Audits
| Temmination Notice or Agreement
Recision Notice
Assignment of Contract
[ |Contract Amendments
[ JContract with all exhibits and
annexes
Owner!'s Consent to Lien and
Subordination Agreement
[x] Aoplication and attachments

—

Additional Folders:
Left Side
Folders No. : Report§
[JAnalysis of Semi-Annual
Inspection Reports

DProject Summary (Interim) by IMEA
Engineers

Folders No,

Folders No,

Folders No.

Drill Logs

Folders No,

Settlement Sheets

Royalty material

O

H

Right Side

Project summary (final)
Work Comoleted analysis (final)
All other material filed in

chronological order including the

following reports if checked:
Field Team Semi-Annual Report for
" Certified Project
Final Field Team Report (Tab)
Operator's Final Report (Tab)
Interim Field Team Reports
Operator's monthly reports and all
attachments i

Settlement Sheets
Drill Logs

?On-site Exam Report (Tab)

Right Side

Field Team Semi~-Annual Report for
Certified Project

Field Team Interim Reports

Operator's Monthly Reports with

transmittal, narrative and maps.

Maps (Use pocket folder or envelope) -
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MF-203 )
Revised March 24, 1955

F‘Q’&vernment 's_Use_Only
EXPLORA PROJECT CONTRACT

Operator, ] )
Docket No. DMEA-

Contract No. Idm-E
Contract Date

To the United States of America: ";1<T.,//

Referring to that certain land in the County of Mitchell , State of

North Carolina Described in a lease

Dated May 12, 1958 and recorded on May 17, 1958 in the Register of Deeds Office

of Mitchell County in Book 86, Page 579

which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract, hereinaf{er called the "contract,"
with the United States of America, hereinafter called the "Government;" in consideration of the
contract and as an inducement to the Government to enter into it, the undersigied hereby--

1. Undertakes and agrees that property in which the Government may acqiire an interest
or equity under the contract may be dismantled, severed from the land, and removed, as may be pro-
vided in the contract; and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior
and -superior to any adverse right or claim of the undersigned; ) 4

. 2. Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and
interest in the land and upon any production of minerals therefrom to secure the payment to the
Government of a percentage royalty on production as may be provided for by the contract;2/ and
represents and undertakes that there are no claims, liens, or encumbrances upon the undersigned's
right, title, or interest in the land prior to that hereby granted to the Government other than
the following:3/ '

None

3. Undertakes and agrees neither to commit any act nor assert any claim in conflict
with the provisions of this Consent to Lien; and to give advance notice of the Government's rights

‘under this Consent to Lien to any subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any

of the undersigned's right, title, or interest in the land; and

None
1/ Either (a)‘insert the legal description of the land, or (b) strike out the words "as follows"
and insert "in a lease [or contract, deed, or other document] dated ’
and recorded in book page official records of said county." 1If (b) is

used, the book and page of recordation cannot be dispensed with. If the space provided is insuf-
ficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex 1n the space.

2/ Mining or production from the land is not requlred and in the absence of productlon there is no
obligation to repay the Government. :

3/ Write "none" if that is the case. Do not leave lines blank.





4. Consents to all amendments and assignments of the contract without notice thereof,

and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall extend and apply thereto.

5. Added provision: None

day of ____ May , 195_8.

Dated this 15
Q:C(’-’E’!/L/L. £ /fﬁ/}/,z C%j £ £ [seal]

[Seal]

v
[Seal]

¢ certify that I am the
(Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that

who signed this agreement was then
or Vice-President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf

of said corporation by authority of its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate

I,

(President

powers.

-
-

Gl DR o T e 2 e 0 D [corporate Seall

o, . . . R e P e T - b e A e
I © v: . R L e OO0 00
, - L,

87113

Interior—Duplicating Section, Washingto. C.
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MF-203
" Revised March

To the United

Referrmg to- that certain land in the County or ___ML__ State of
North'carolina '

-

' F'Qﬁvemment's Use _Only’
EXPLORAT PROJECT CONTRACT
Operator
Docket No. DMEA-
Contract No. Idm-E
Contract Date

24, 1955

States o

mer Qi
\<\<§\

Beaevibed in a leaae

o023 2 €857, v ®

‘oaqr . »)44,

Dated May 12, 1958 and recerded on May 17, 1958 in the Re@sw of Deeds Gfﬁ.ce

of Mitchéll

County in:Bndkuﬁég.fage 579

»

which is the
with the Uni
contract and

S

) © 1.
or equity un
vided in the
and superior

2.
interest in 1
Government of

ted States.of America,
as an inducement to the .Government  to enter into it, the undersigned hereby——

ubject of a pﬁepesed exploration project contract, hereinafter called the "contract,"
hereinafter called the "Government n
Undertakes and agrees that property in which the Government may acquire an interest

contract; and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prlor

to any adverse right or claim of the undersigned

Grants.to the Government a lien upon all of“the undersigned's right, title, and

‘a percentege~féjdlty'bnbbrdduetien'eé‘na&'be'preuided for by the contract;2/ and

represénts' ‘and undertakes that there are no claims, liens, or encumbrances upon the undersigned'

right, title,
the following

gy reneeres SEEGRE

LI S S S S T R T L T T T S S S S T S S BN B

Eﬂﬁxi

3.

Yo e on

Undertakes and agrees neither to commit any act nor assert any clalm ‘in conflict

with the provi
under this Con
of the unders;

sions of this Consent -to Lien; and to give advance notice of the Government's rights
sent to Lien‘tp any'subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any
gned's right, title, or interest in the lnnd; and .

_Noene

1/ Either (a)

‘

insert the legal description of the land, or (b) strike out ‘the words "as follows"

and insert
‘and recorde

N

used, the bdok and page of recordation cannot be dispensed with.

ficient, us
2/ Mining or p
obligation

3/ Write "none'

'in a lease [or contract, deed,. or other document] dated
in book page ‘official records of said county "

If (b) is
If the space provided is insuf-

an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space. .
ﬂoductibn from the.land is not required, and in the absence of production there is no
0 repay the Government :

if that is the case. Do not leave ‘lines blank

R

in' consideration of.thé

1er;the,contract'may be dismantled, severed from the land, and removed, &s ‘may be pro-

he land and upon any production of minerals therefrom to secure the payment to the .





4. Consents to all amendments and assignments of the contract without notice thereof,
and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall extend and apply thereto.

5. Aéded pro#ision: Nons

......

Dated this @);— day of ’ 195—3. .
(ﬁ“mwﬂx £ e

//\ ' _[seal]

[sea1]

I, certify that I am the
(Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that )
who signed this agreement was then (President
or Vice-President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf
of sald corporation by authority of its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate
powers.

*[Corporate Seal]

. Interior—Duplicating Section, laehingtox. c. 87113

L] Y
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For Government's_Use Only
EXPLORATION PROJECT CONTRACT

. Operator
Dockét No. DMEA-

Contract No. Idm-E

Contract Date

MF-203 _
Revised March 24, 1955 .

To the Uni‘ed States of America:’

. .Ga‘mfﬂr-z@v&qwn«w*vw mwm‘hm

R:ferring tc _that certain land in the County of

Howth &
r 12, 1558 and recorded on fay 1T, 1998 is m ftey

Datad
, described as follows:1l/

of ritehald Gounty $n Bock 86, Page 579,

, State of

which is the|subjecét of a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter called the "contract,"’
"with the United States of America, hereinafter called the "Government;" in con81deration of the
contract and as an 1nducement to the Government to enter into it, the undersigned hereby——

1.| Undertakes and agrees that property in which the Government may acqulre an interest
or equity under the contract may be dismantled, severed from the land, and removed, as may be pro-
vided in the| contract; and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior_-
and superlor to any adverse right or clalm of the undersigned
g . :.2. Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned‘s right, title, and
interest in the land and' upon any productlon of minerals therefrom to secure the payment. to- ‘the .
Government off a percentage royalty on productlon as may be prcv1ded for by the contract;2/ and
represents and undertakes that ‘there are .no clalms, liens, or encumbrances upon the undersigned'
right, title,| or Eﬁgggest in the land prior to that hereby granted to the Government other than
the followingi3/ ' : '

3. |undertakes end”agrees'neither to commit any act nor assert any claim in conflict
with the provisions of ¢ Gonsent to Lien; and to give advance notice of the Government's rights
under this Consent to Lien to any’ subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any’
of the undersigned's right, tltle. or 1nterest in the land; and ‘ : i

1/ Either (a) Ensert the legal description of the land, or (b) strike out the'words "as follows"
and insert 'lin a lease [or contract, deed,.or other document] dated ,
and recorde in book . page.__. - official records of said county LI &3 (b) 'is
used, the bo k' and page'of recordation cannot be dispensed with. If the space'prov1ded is insuf-
ficient, useg an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space. :

2/ Mining or production from the land is not requlred and in the absence of productlon there is no
obligation Jo repay the. Government o ;

3/ Write "none"| if that is the case. Do not leave 1ines blank.






‘4. Consents to all amendments and assignments of the contract w1thout notice thereof
and agrees that this Consent to Lien shaé extend and apply thereto.

5. Added provision:

% y—  —

Dated this day of , 195__.
W 227
/// - [sea1l
[sea1]
[Seal]
I, : . certify that I am the
(Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that
who signed this agreement was then (President

or Vice-President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf
of said corporation by authority of its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate

powers.

[Corporate Seai]‘

Interior——Duplivating Seotion, Washington, D. C. 81088





MF-203 g . F‘Q!’vernment s Us Use Only

Revised March 24, 1955 /> NG EXPLORATION PROJECT CONTRACT -
% Operator '

Docket No. DMEA-

Contract No. Idm-E
Contract Date '

To the Uni1

Referring to that certain land in theTCounty of fatehell ___, State of

»

which is thg subject of a proposed exploration project contract, hereinaffer called the "contract,"
w;th the United States of America, hereinafter called the "Government:;" in oonsideration of the
contract and as an inducement to the Government to enter into it, the undersigried hereby——

1. Undertakes and -agrees that property in which the Government may acquire an interest
or- equity under the contract may be dismantled severed from the land, and removed, as may be pro-
vided in the contract; and the Government s interest and equity in such property shall be prior
and superior| to any adverse,rigpt or claim of the undersigned,

2.| Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and

interest in jthe land and upon any production of minerals therefrom t6 secure the payment to the

Government of a percentage royalty on production ‘as may be provided for ‘by the contract; 2/ and
. represents ‘and undertakes- that there are no claims, liens, or encumbrances upon the undersigned's

right, title; or interest in the land prior to that hereby granted to the Government other than
. the following:3/ : : 4 :

3. | Undertakes and agrees neither to commit any act nor assert any claim in ‘conflict
with the provisions of this Consent to Lien; and to give advance notice of the Government's rights
under this Consent to Lien to any subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or 1essee of any
of the undersjigned's right tltle, or interest in the land; and

1/ Either (a)|insert the legal descrlptlon of the land, or (b) strike out the words "as follows"
and insert|"in a lease [or contract, deed, or other document] dated ,
and recorded in book page . official records of said county." If (b) is.
used, the blook and page of recordation cannot be dispensed with. If the space provided is insuf-
ficient, use an Annex and refer to the Annex in the space. '

2/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence of production there is no
obligation [to repay the Government. ? e

3/ Write "nong" if that is the case. Do not leave lines blank.






4. Consents to all amendments and assignments of the contract without notice thereof
and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall extend and applv thereto.

5. Added provision: m

Dated this (€9~#£§ly of , 195
j A W meau

[Seal]
//
. [Seal]
I, certify that I am the
(Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that )
who signed this agreement was then (President

or Vice-President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf
of said corporation by authority of its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate
powers. .

'[Corporate Seal]

_ Interior—Duplicating Section, Washington. c. 87113

“- bl
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MF-203 _
Revised March 24, 1955

Fgwernmamt 's_Use Only
EXPLORAT PROJECT CONTRACT

Operator
Docket No. DMEA- .

Contract No. Idm-E
Contract Date

To the Unit

“State of -

5‘52$£ﬁ§3ﬁ

off Ch%che] %@w mm ﬁ@g Tm ﬁ?&g

which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafﬁer called the "contfact "
with the Unjited States of America, hereinafter called the "Government " in consideration of the
‘contract and as. an: inducement to the Government to enter into 'it,” the undersigned hareby——

1. »Undgrtakes and agrees that property 1n which the vaernment mayfacquire an interest
or .equity unde;}the contract may be dismantled, severed from the land, and removed, as may be pro-
vided in the 6on%réct; and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior
and .superior| to any adverse right or claim of the undersigned;.

2.| Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned’s right, title, and
interest in the land and upon any production of minerals therefrom to secure the payment to-the
Government of a percqntage royalty on production as may be provided for by the contract;2/ and
représents'and~undertakeé-that there are no cimims, liens, or encumbrances upon the undersigned's
right, title) or interest in the land prior to that hereby granted to the Government other than
the following:3/ '

3. | Undertakes and agrees neither to commit any act nor assert any:claim in conflict
with the provisions of this Consent to Lien; and to give advance notice of the Government's rights
under this Consent to Lien to any subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any
of the undersmgned’s ri ht' title, or interest in the land; and \ .

1/ Either (a)|insert the legal description of the land, 'or '(b) strike out the words "as follows"™’
and insert|"in a lease [or contract, deed, or other document] dated : ,
~and recorded in book page __° : official records of said county." If (b) is
used, the book and page 6f recordation cannot be dispensed with. If the space provided is insuf-
ficient, use an Annex. and refer to the Annex in the space.

2/ Mining or pjroduction from the land is not required, and in the absence of production there is no
obligation%to repay the Government

3/ Write "none" if that is the case. Do not leave>limes blank.






4. Consents to all amendments and assighménts of the contract without notice thereof,
and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall extend and apply thereto.

5. Added provision: m

Dated this L day of w , 195_—‘{3
j ; -52/( @?77% £ —]seal}
‘ /}%:3__, f g

[Seal]
I, , certify that I am the
(Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that .
who signed this agreement was then : (President

or Vice—Pfesiﬁent, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf
of sald corporation by authority of its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate
powers. '

Lt e ,[Corporate Seal]

. Interior—Duplicating Seotion, Washingtou’ C. . 87113

- o, ¥





MF-203", | ' . ' A F‘Qrﬁernment's Use_Only
Revised March 24, 1955 e 'EXPLORATI®R PROJECT CONTRACT .

' Operator : '
Docket No. DMEA-_

Contract No. Idm-E
Contract Date

CONSENT ‘O‘fIEN

E)jdkﬁij%n [~

To the Uniied States of America A .

 County of Pl

”.)f TR 40 @ Jeu
b I &7 %hﬁi gggﬁg g§§ @ﬁiﬁfiﬁﬁﬁ*éﬁﬁﬁﬁ of Coite ﬂémfﬂ
o Bitg Léﬁ é& %;‘ **“"‘3;*& il F@g@ 3y

, State of

; i

’»

which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter called the "contract "
with-the United States.of America, hereinafter called the "Government;" in consideration of the
‘contract and as an- 1n ueement to the Government to enter into it, the undersigned hereby——

1! Undertakes and. agrees that property in which the Government may acquire -an’ 1nterest
‘orLequity ujder the contract may be dismantled, severed from the land, and removed, &s may be pro-
-vided in the contract; and the Government's interest and equity in° such property shall be prior
and superion to any adverse’ right or claim of the undersigned .

2. Grants tg theJGovernment a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and

_interest in |the land and upon any production of minerals therefrom to secure the payment to the
Government of a pereentage royalty on production ‘as may be provided ror‘by the contract;2/ and
represents and undertekes that there are no eiaims, liens, or encumbrances upon the undersigned's
right, title, or interest in the land prior to that hereby granted to the Government other than
the following:3/

3. | Undertakes and agrees neither to commit any act nor assert any claim 'in conflict
with the provisions of this Consent to Lien; and to give advance notice of the Government's rights
under this Consent to Lien to any subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any .
of the undersigned's rlght tltle, or interest. in the land; and

l/inther (a)Ainsert the legal deScription,of the land, or (b) strike out the words "as follows"
and insert| "in a lease [or eontract,‘deed, or other document] dated ,
and recorded in book page i official records of said county." If (b) is
used, the book and page of recordation cannot be ‘dispensed with. If the space provided is insuf-
ficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space.

2/ Mining or production'from.the land is not requiree, and in the absence of production there is no

~ obligation| to repay the Government. ’

3/ Write "none" if that is the casé. Do not leave‘'lines blank.






4. Consents to all-amendments and assignments of the contract without notice thereof,
and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall extend and apply thereto.

5. Added provision: None

‘ ' 8
day of May , 195_ .
g ’U\/@ / (ﬁﬂ £ ——]sea1]
y 7 NS T
: [Seal] i
_ [sea1] )
I, certify that I am the
(Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that .
" who signed this agreement was then : . " (President

or Vice-President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf
of said corporation by authority of its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate
powers. ' i

3

[corporate Seal]

Interior—Duplicating Seotion, Washington. c. . . © 87113

- ,
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

ROOM 13 POST OFFICE BLOE.
KNOXVILLE 2, TERR, SEMRING

& 19G

May 20, 1958

!
T . |

WS e,

Memerandum I ] Bt
‘ T

Tos Operating Committee, DMEA, Washingfﬁﬁfsnwnczanxw,ﬁjlwﬁ_~
L.__Hfsémw” . T
Froms DMEA Field Team, Region V, Knoxville T e

Subfject: Application from Lewie Aldridge, Spruce Pine, North Carolina,
Abernathy Mine, Mitchell County, North Carolina, (Mica).

Enclosed are the original and two copies of the subject
application, received here yesterday, with one copy of the lease and
five copies of the Consent to Lien on the old form, MF-203. We are
kegping the fourth copy of the application for our use,

Also enclosed are one copy each of a letter to the Applicant
fr%m D. M, Larrabee and a Press Release by the Geological Survey, which

the Applicant submitted with the application.

obert A. Laurence
Executive Officer

V; Z.éégn
Member

Enclosures






.

/ Revised Oct.

/Form MF—IOé

-

APBLICATION FOR Al

PURSUANT TO DMEA ORDER ], UNDER@ E
AN

Budget, Bureau No. 42—-R1035.3

UNITED STATES Approval expires June 30, 1958

EPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR .
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

D Il\%@_ N EXPLORATION PROJECT

ODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED

1957

NAME OF AP

The

c/o

Spruce Pine, North Carolina

APPLICANT NOT TO USE THIS BLOCK
Docket Number

DMEA-5029
Date Received 5_.— 22-55)

PLICANT (Full legal name and max};:g/addx%%é,&s/"t} shoulg-apy
on contract if one is ex )

01d Abernathy Mines

Government
Participation %

Lewie Aldridge

Region

\4
b oo

Division Code

BUSINESS ORGANIZATION LIST CORPORATE OFFICERS.OR PARTNERS HERE, IF APPLICABLE
(Check one) Name b Address Title
Individual LEWIE ALDRIDGE, SPRUCE PINE, N. C. OPERATOR
Corporation
Partnership
Other (Specify)
State in which firm is
organized |\ « Co
Mineral(s) for which you wish to explore LOCATION OF PROPERTY
MICA Name County State
Estimated Cost of Project ’ )
$12,1490,00 The 01d Abernathy Mine, Mitchell Ne Co

Before filling
Revised, ‘‘Gq
To assure pr
applicable m4g
this applicati
delays by
Please subm
companying g

g

name and address on each sheet.
and rjports required as a part of this application is

maps,
described on
statement by
does not app

your statement and after it write ‘‘not applicable.

on form. Avoid unnecessary correspondence and

it four copies of this application and all ac-

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS g

sketches should be used to supplement narrative descriptions
of the property location and boundaries in item 1, existing
mine , workings and geology in item 2, and the proposed:
exploration project in item 4. When this information is not
too complex, all of it may be shown on one map or sketch.
All documents and other attachments submitted as a part of
this application, except those in item 2(g) which you mark to
be returned, become the property of the Govermment and will
not be returned to the applicant. Send true copies, not
originals, of leases, contracts, and other documents which
are an essential part of your business records. File this
application with the Defense Minerals Exploration Adminis-
tration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C.,
or with the nearest DMEA Field Office,

out this application, please read DMEA Order—I, -
vernment Aid in Defense Exploration Projects.”’
ompt action, your application must provide all
terial and information specified on the back of
ubmitting complete and accurate information.
apers except as otherwise noted. Place your
Each item of information,
the back of this form. Identify each attached
the item number to which it applies. If an item

y to your application, show the -item number on
’?  Maps or

CERTIFICATION

The undersﬂgned, whether as an individual, corporate mation set forth in this form and accompanying papers
officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf is correct and complete, to the best of his knowledge -
and acting [for the applicant, certifies that the infor- and belief,

 8-1agep () |

=2

i
e G G

U Dattd — |

}“ Signature)
Y
Y

Code,

%lfully f“f

OPERA TOR
Tit
Gso\oa\w‘ SurvCy itle
S. cstoaic olotsD
sq@tat’érﬁe% ce ton to any Department or Agency of the United States Government is a criminal offense.
itle 18,-Seer . e :





INFORMATION REQUIRED WITH THIS APPLICATION

1. Applicant’s Property Rights:

(a) State the legal description (section, township, and range;
metes and bounds; patent number of claims) of the land upon which
you wish to explore and all land adjacent to the proposed project
area which you own or control. Describe any part of the project land
or workings which should not be subject to Government lien for
royalty payments. If the land consists of unpatented claims, state
the book and page number for each recorded location notice, in-
cluding amended locations, and the place where recorded (court-
house, recorder’s office, county, and state).

(b) State all the names by which you know the property.

(c) State your interest in the land, whether owner, lessee, pur
chaser under contract, or otherwire. If you are not the owner, submit
with this application one exact copy of the lease, contract, or other
document (with address of owner) under which you control the
property,

(d) Describe all liens, mortgages, or other encumbrances on
the property.

2. Pbhysical Description:

(a) Describe in detail and illustrate with maps or sketches all
mining or exploration operations which you know have been or are
being conducted upon the lands, including existing mine workings.
Describe all production facilities,

(b) State your interest, if any, in operations stated in 2(a),

(c) State, as far as you know, the past and current production,
supporting your statement with copies of settlement sheets, mine
records, or published data if available.

(d) Describe known ore reserves on the property giving
quantities and grades and sampling methods used, supporting your
statement with copies of assay certificates and assay maps if
available,

(e) Describe by narrative and maps or sketches the geologic
features of the property, including ore minerals, geologic formations
if known, and type of deposit (vein, bedded, etc.).

(f) State your reasons for expecting to find ore, and if you have
sampled the area you propose to explote, show where the samples
were taken, describe sampling methods used, and provide copies
of assay certificates,

(g) Send with your application at least two copies of all geologic
or engineering reports, assay maps, or technologic information which
you may have, indicating on each whether you require its retum
to you.

3. Accessibility of Project:

(a) To aid DMEA representatives who may be required to examine
the property, state the name and address of the person who will meet
the DMEA representative; give directions for reaching the property;
and describe accessibility of the property including the mine
workings. -

(b) Name the shipping and supply points and places where
employees reside and state the distances between them and the
property. '

4. The Exploration Project:

(a) Describe fully the proposed exploration project giving indi-
vidual footages and sizes of openings for each item of uork. Use
narrative, maps, plans, and longitudinal and cross sections as
necessary. Show the location of the proposed work as related to
geologic features such as veins, ore-bearing beds, contacts of rock
formations, etc. Show also the relation of the proposed work to any
existing mine workings and to property boundaries or to the closest
identifiable corner.

(b) If an access road to the project must be built, show the
location on the property map and state the length, type, and con-
struction- methods proposed.

(c) In the event that an exploration contract with DMEA is exe-
cuted, how soon will the work start and how many months will be
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required to complete it? State your anticipated average daily or
monthly rate of progress for each type of work.

5. Experience: )

State your operating experience and background with relation to
your ability to carry out this exploration project, and also that of the
person or persons who will supervise the operations.

6. Estimate of Costs:

Furnish detailed estimates of the costs for each item of the work
proposed in 4(a) under the headings listed below with a total for each
heading and the estimated total cost of the project. Costs for any
work to be performed by an independent contractor should be shown
separately under category (a) below. Costs for any work that is not
to be performed by an independent contractor should be given in
detail under categories (b) through (g).

(a) Independent contracts. State the cost of any proposed inde-
pendent contract for the performance of all or any part of the work,
expressed in units of work, such as per foot of drilling, per foot of
drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard of material
moved. Cost estimates should be supported by bids from three
contractors if possible. (Note — If none of the work is to be con-
tracted, write ‘‘none”’ after this item.)

(b) Personal services, For necessary supervision, engineering
and geological services, and labor, include an itemized schedule of
numbers, classes, rates of wages, salaries or fees, and periods of
employment.  State whether these technicians and employees are
available.

(c) Operating materials and supplies. List items of material and
supplies with their cost. Include under this heading power, water,
and fuel, and units of equipment and tools costing less “than’
$50 each.

(d) Operating equipment. List items of operating equipment to be
used giving specifications and indicating how each item is to be
acquired — j.e,, rented, purchased, or provided by the applicant.
If it is rented or purchased, state the estimated rental or purchase
price. If it is to be furnished by the applicant, give its present
fair market value.

(e) Initial rehabilitation and repairs, Describe the type and the
cost of necessary initial_rehabilitation or repair of existing buildings,
fixtures, installations (exclusive of mine workings), and movable
operating equipment now owned by the applicant, which will be
used on the exploration project. » .

(fi New huildings, fixtures, installations. Describe each
building, fixed improvement, and installation to be purchased,
constructed, or installed for the exploration project stating specifi-
cations and cost including labor, materials and supervision.

(g) Miscellaneous. For the operating equipment listed in
6(J), describe the type and estimate the cost of repairs and
mnaintenance expected during project operations. Do not repeat
initial repairs listed in 6(e) Show also the costs of analytical
work, accounting, workmen's compensation and employees’ liability
insurance, payroll taxes, and other required costs that do not fall
within the previous categories.

Note — No items of general overhead, corporate management,
interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or
any other indirect costs, or work performed or costs
incurred before the date of the contract, should be in-
cluded in the estimate of costs.

7. (a) State whether you are prepared to furnish your share of the
cost of the prmposed project in accordance with the regulations on
Government participation stated in Sec. 7 of DMEA Order—I, Revised.

(b) ixplain to what extent you propose to furnish your share of
the costs by providing money, by use of equipment owned by you,
or otherwise,
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1- (a) The

(4
Go

APPLICATION &AID IN AN ECPLORATION PROJEC 'JQSUAN T TO DMEA ORDER I.

LEWIE ALDRIDGE, ABERNATHY MINE

Abernathy Mine is located in Snow Creek Township, Mitchell County, North

olina., In a plot of land now owned b,y John McBee, registered in Mitchell

ty, North Carolina in Book # 121 , Page # 471 . This plot of land is

legsed to me from Mr. McBee, lease being registered in M; tchell County, North

Capolina in Book # 8 é s Page # § 74 - This exploration kmm contract to cover

a certain part of said lease, the plot to consist of 5 acres being located within

the

boundries of said lease and more fully described as follows: Starting point

at|an old shaft inside the boundry of this 5 acre plot and line running 253 feet

o}
N U7W to the beginning corner, a 30" Spanish oak in the boundry line, thence north

60(

feet to a stake, thence west 537 feet across the railroad to a stake in the

o}
o .
boundry line, thence with said boundry line &xdx S 13 E 380 feet to aistake, thence

S 9% 136 feet to a stake, thence S 38° W 123 feet to a 14" Spruce Pine, thence east

542
(b) The
(e) Leas
(d) None

2- (a) Tis

thr

feet to the 30" Spanish Oak beginning.

Abernathy Mine or The 0ld Abernathy Mine.

\
< ‘”\,
A\
~Z

e~ Copy attached.

is an old mine and has been worked over a perlod of 60 years._ There have been

e shafts or open pits worked. The deepest shaft is 160 feet deep. Thls shaft

i RS

is now being worked by another company (this shaft starts on my 1easerbut is_ now

over
week
and
(b) I hq
(c) The
a la
1952

and

_,.—f,’ ,__.,‘,,r—rv-" =

on the property of another person) and is produclqg around L ton of mica per

. To other shafts have been worked 60 $r 65 feet deep. There is lights, water
roads available to this mine, '

ve had no‘interest in the above operations.

Abernathy Mining Company has_mined this mine for é years and have sold GSA

rge amount of good ruby mica. The amount is not available to me. Before

this company sold to the Tar Heel Mica Company large amounts of sheet mica

tons of pumch mica.

(d) Ther

is still a large reserve of pegmatite. The Department of Interior Survey

Department have mapped this mine and have them on file in Washington. Bureau of Mines,





page 2. Application f‘,d- Abernatyh Mine, Lewie Aldgsssce.

(a) Thf pegnatite lies in a fair quality of feldspar, some of which has been salvaged

(e)

(£)

(g)

3- (a)

and sold. Seg attached paper marked "B" in red pencil.

The three mica viens exposed are from fifteen to thirt two feet thick with mica all

parallel

through the viens, the dppth is not known. The veins run parxekxx with each other
and the mica is ruby and of stratigic quality. I am attaching a map covering the

five acres which I wish to explore.

ish to explore this section because there has been no actual work in the section

of |stage I where I want to run the .200 fveet of tunnel which would cut through three
viéns of mica and stage 2, the 75 feet of tunnel would explore the veins from the
old shaft (which préduced a great deal of mica) to connect with the 200 feet of
tunnel, I believe that each tunnel would produce a laege amounﬁ of good quality
mi¢a. Myers & Brown worked the shaf£ during the mxiskior time of Colonial Mica

Cor porat:.on and it produced an average of 1 ton of handcobbed mica per day. GSA
might have the figures on the amount and percentage of good stained mica sold. fhese
figures are not available to me,

I Jm sending 2 reports on this property which is all the printed matter that I

have availabge. They are marked "B" & "C" with red pencil,

I Jill meet the DMEAlexaminers at my office in Spruce Pine or any other place
they might designate. I will go with them and show them the roads. There is a |

jeap road from the hard surface road # 80 . This is about 2% miles. This is a

goad jeep road and is now in use.

.. (b)

@

Spruce Pine, N. C.is is both the shipping and supply point. Fmployees will be °

1o al miners who will drive back and forth to work.

duld like t o start the 200vfeet'of tunnel below the railroad and go'under the

raillroad up through the pegmatite criss-crossing the veins. I wouldwliketo‘start
the 75 feet of tunnel in the 0ld shaft tq cross theveins and commect with the

@00 feet tumnel. See the attached map for a better description.

(b) The| road is already built.






Page 3, « AppliC"l for Aid. Abernathy ¥;ne, L“ Aldridge

‘ (E)'WOrk would start within 5 days and finish in six months or less. We should pull

four or five feet a day.

5- (a) I |am an experience mica miner. Having been mining since 1942 and I am now operating
several mines. I will supervise the operations and will have a well qualified mica

miner as foreman,

6~ (a) I would like for the operation contract to be based on a cost of unit contract.
1 foot equalling 1 unit. Contr§ct_to be as followé:‘

1 Tunnel- 200 feet @ BL5¢00 virernerriernnnrevennnseneesa$9000.,00

1 Tunnel- 75 feet @ L5400 eeeeveencesesnesionsncnsecness 3375,00

1 1501 House ....'.....?....‘..'..';...}?..'....‘.;..-'...‘ 75,00 - -

1 Powder Magazine .e.ocec... .;....;...;................... 25.00.

1 ExplOdeI' MagaZine © 0 906000600000 000 0000000000800 0000000 15.00

Total COMBIACtwEOSt e ennseeeennnaeennnseseonnneennnsensessBl2}90,00
(b) Cost included in cost of units.

(c) Also included in cost of units.

(d) Iowm the necessary equipment and all cost is to be included in cost of unit.
(e) Nane

(f£) See last 3 units above.

U,
(g) Not applicable mg?ﬂ
e
- Phuhuutly
7- (a) Yes
(b) Money

CERTIFICATION TO THE ABOVE SIGNED ON FORM MF-X-lO"

.
.1,:',:——..—-—
|

=
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. ‘ IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

P
. WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 7 (Q /

. T - s = b

Your letter to the Bureau of Mines has been referred to |
ological Survey for reply, inasmuch as we mapped and-studied- = - -
ernathy mine during World War II. R i} e

Our final report covering the Spruce Pine diatriéf;ﬁéé*iot T e
been [published, unfortunately, but the preliminary mep and sections, . -
with /a short statement describing the pegmatites, were open filed in

194k, Copies of these are enclosed for your use.

The Colonial Mica Corporation records have not beean pub~-
11 , and therefore we are unable to furnish this information.
However, I can say that considerable good mica was produced from
thege pegmatites, especilally the large one nearest the railroad.
You may wish to refer to U. S. Geological Survey Bulletin

936+A, Muscovite in the Spruce Pine District, No. Car., by T. L.
Kesler and J. C. Olson. On page 21 is a teble showing character and
power factor of some samples tested. Three samples from the Abernathy

were ruby, and the power factor ranged from .02 to .06 percent.

tional information can be found on page U8 of U. S. Geological

ey Professional Paper 225, entitled "Physical characteristics of

c rcial sheet muscovite in the southeastern United States", by
R./H. Jehns and F. W. Lancaster. _ .

I hope the attached map and sections, revised as of December

1943, will be of use to you in your new development.
Sincerely yours,
D. M. ee
| closures .
N





| 'STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, R

'COUNTY OF MITGHELL.

_ 4 T“IS AGW Ol' LEASE, Made ard entered tnte

: this 12th day of Hay, 1958 by and betwecn John G. )ioBee, singlo,

" of the (:ounby of~ l&itﬂhell snd State of North Carolina s sometimen ‘

| _hereimfter ret‘erred to as lessor, :nd Lewle Aldridgo of th= Comy .'

; of Avery and State of lorth "'*mlim, somtimes horeina fter rererrcd

to sn Lessee; _ |

. WITNESSETH:

' | mt for and in consideration of thn sun of ONE

L DOI.I.AR paid bg' I.ouee to the Louor, the reee:lpt whoreof is herely

5:'_ acknowledged Lcsaor, !‘or himself and his he.trs ad a.nigm, heredty
1uaes unto the Lcasu far m&ning ptrpoau that certaia track or _
znrcel of land oituato in 3now Creek Township, Mitchcll Gourty, State .
nf !orhh cdrolim, adjoining ’che lands of Hermn W. Johnson en thc

" north; Toe River on the wosk; H. E. Barleson and‘l.uth«' Jehmoa_ Qu_ ‘

-the south; B. L. Briggs and others on east and bounded as follows,

" vigt | , o |

EECINNING t. a stake on the nmorth bank of Gougos

Bunch where the old White Oak cormer stood, s2me being the beginning
‘corner of State Grant #82 from the State of "N. C. to Job Thomas, which
Grant is dated Juns 8th, 1876, ami is of record in the office c} Register
of Deeds of Mitchell County in Book 15 of Deeds page 416; which 1s also
the beginning corner of a deed from AbijaR Thomas to P. H. Abernathy,
which deed 13 of rezord in the office of Register of Deeds for Mitchell
County in Book 39 of Deeds page 379, same being alsc Herman W. Johnson's
begirning corner, and runs west with the meanders of Gouges Branch and

Horman W, Johmsen's lim to a s¥~ke at the mouth of said branchrana om .
the east bank ef Toe River; then up and with the mesnders of aaid River

: " south 1 degres 30 minmtes wost 790 feet to a stake on the ecast bank of

"said River ideitified by the letter “PF¥ as shown em court map made in
the cause of Paul Abernathy snd Ella L. Berry vs. Ernest Johnson and -
Herman Johmson as surveyed by George W. McKinney and Shelby Hall, Court
" Surveyors; them up and with the meanders of said River south 15 west
531 feet to a.stoke on the éast bank of said River identified Ly the

letter "Gt on said map; thence wp and with the meanders of said River =~

- south 13 eest 428 feet to a stake on the east bank of said River idem-
tifled by the letter "N® as show on said map at or rear the locatiom -
of the old Spruce Pine cerner; thence uwp and with the meanders of said
River south 5 west 136 feet to a stake on the east bank of sald River
as identified by the letter *I" on said map; thenoe wp and with meanders
of said River south 38 west 123 feet to a stake en the east bank of said
River identified on saild map by the figures 23 and also the figure 9

~ where the Spruce Pine correr formerly stood, the same being the corner





S
‘of the land conveyed by the judgmemt of the Suparior Court in the.
matter abeve referred to, to Ernest Johnson and Herman Johnsom;
thense running east with the Johnson 1ime 542 feset to a stake in
‘the east line of the Job Thomes Grant whers the old Black Osk comer
#tood, same being identified on said map by thé figures 22 and 8; <~
* thence north with the éastern Yins of the Job Thomss Grank above
referred to, te the begiming corner, containing 21.31 (twenty-one andf
: thirty—am hundrodtho) acres, more or less. ‘

o '!'his eonveyame is made aubjoct to easewtt here- .
tetoro acquired by South end woatcrn Railmad Bompaxv, now Glimhﬁold -
Railroad compem. ‘ |
- And boing sam md idenﬁical Iands uherein aR un-
; dividcd ouo-third (1/3) intorcat Was deviud unte H. l!. Hickq and
JM« mckq nndcr and pursuant. to the Last Hil]. aui Testam-nt o
“Ella L. Berry, doceeud, and comyed by duds from them unbo John
c. ne:eu and vhcrciu a0 uxﬂ:lvidod two-thirds (2/3) haterest was com~

‘vayod by that cortain deed of dato Apru ZM.h, 1953, fron Levie Aldridgo

o and wife; Owima A. Aldridgc, 'tao John G. Hc:Bee, as a.ppeara of record

'f_in the office of Begistar of Deeds for Mitohell County, N C., in Book
| ot Boedu lb. 1?1 on pago },71, nkcing the ro¢ ainpla titl& in Joha c..
choc. , - | '
'} Leasor tor himlf smd hh heirs and nuigna leaen
unto the said Lowle Aldridn, Losaeo, for mining purposeo the herein—
above describcd lands and 1 1# nttmlly agreed between both partz.es
hereto. t,hat this lsase shall be for a pn'i.od of five (5) years provided

C that if at ~tho end of sald five-year period, Lesses shall have S

oomplied with tht tem or thi- I.eauo am smn have paid all of tho :
‘rmlties ﬂmx due, then Lossm my at his option. have a fiveqew _

add:ltioml cxtcnnion‘ of this ‘.Lea,so upon the same terms and condit.ioal
as cantained i.nthis leaze, o

| H | ‘hao royalty payable hereundor nhall be as fcuuuz o |

R For all feldapar mi.aed, removad and naﬂaeted fron o

the ha"ein ]ﬁaood praniae-, tiﬂy cama por long ton of ?2&9 potmdd;
.for all mica hined, remvzd and narketed by Leasee, om-eighth (1/0)

- of the solling price where sold; and for any other nimralo onaomtercd

by I.Qane, 10* ot ﬁne celling price or mm minsrals PROVIDED that - |

Lesses can aaﬂe and market. such other minerall ah a profit. with ne

obligabion on pis part to same and markot such other mineralc unleu -

the samo be tow to be proﬁ.tabls to said I.cneo. | I L

'x.'
-
i





| ‘l‘ho royaltiet payable her cunder shall be paid on
. or bo;fore thc 15th day of each aucoeﬁdirg month hercafter for a.n
: v‘minar'al; of evary k:md m'lned, removed and marketed ?:gr Leasee during

- the pmeding month payablo by chaok am with each check acaompanled

'_‘by tz‘ne and . ascurate copies of a}.l auoh sales ard said Lessar is hor'hv
. 'a\mhcrimd to ge upon and exnmino the herein leased ,Jramises at will =
a,t. all reasonabls haurs a*ﬂ to exmine, at all re asonable timsu, tht ‘
rem:ﬁds of Lessee pert.aining to sales cf.” minerals therefrom. | |
| | L Lessor for ‘umveli‘ and his heirs and assigns grants
unt o Lessee ﬂxe right md vorivilega to. dne said premises in a mrk-
| mnli,ke mnnar aocovding to the esthb]ished cmt.cm fcr euch minau
"mhout resorr. to the pz-acuc. comnl;y knowe as nground-noggmg-
,"'l'using especial care not t.o pertﬂt rocke or waato to fall or be de-‘ :
‘posited upon thc right ot way of Climhfield Rai.lmad compzmy mlcu ‘
B ;ethe!#wiso ;rovidcd by cona@nt of sa:\.d Railrow.fl ’Jampany, to use all
| kinds of mchmwy dcemd by him to be recessary in mm::g the same
'togathar with tho r,tght to erect and remove mining maehinery, etc. ’ -
‘ _at tdrll, to use non-me'chantable tinfber off the sgwe for nﬁ.ning pnr-
poaci and to constrnct md use’ thareon bnildings for mining purpons.

t

hc wiu conduct his. mtnins oporationa hereunder in auch a mamner u u

I.eaaee does hereby agree to and w_at.h Un Leasor thct o

Vto minta:.n at all f.imss tne ‘status of an independant contmetor, to K
obtain :md keap 1n rorce uoh workmm‘ ccmpematioa murance a8 m‘ | .
be rc'aquired by 1aw relative to such minir.g opwa.t.ions snd gemrally |
to asmz and keep ussor hamless in damges relative w aas.d mining
operation, o )
‘ ‘ . 1 Lessee hereby agreee to end with tha Leuer that
-upon the expimtion or aoener ’cermimticn of this lease that he will
,‘.Ieavﬁ arw exc«v.ations made by h:i.m on ﬂxe herefm lzaseci prem.he: epen
and reaaonably clean, _alides and: cava-ins excopted, _and with all tinbars
and étull- in place,” o L ‘

» B Iﬁ is further :;greed that said Lusee shall h&vc
full rz.ghta of :I.ngteas, egreas and regren to and fron the herein 1oasod
"_~‘preud.sec t.ogether wlth the right to’ eomtruet and use roads for nininc

o

i





. page #o

-pu-papas over said prcn:l-u, to ereot. ad use *phom lines, pmr
linu, pipo li.ms and goneml]y, to do everything aeed!‘nl a:ﬁ ne- |
| ccasm to. the ncconz‘ul ulnirg ad romving ot uid -imala fm

. the hbrd.n ].uad prenisu nubjcct a.lwn.yl 'bo the oucuxt and righta
- ‘ of cltlnchfield Railmad (:enpmy in rclation thweto. ]
o It s a.grud bo’wun all pattios here*bo ﬁlat upon
 the dxpimtion or sooner torminat.ion of this Jnan er my remml ai'

.gm qaxu t.hab I.cun shall have -i:d*.y dvu thereafter within whioh te o
remove all hin mahimry ad cquipaw frn the herein .'uaszd puuhu.v '
B It is !'urther mitus Lly ur“d between both pertiss
h-ret;o thai Lésaeo will bem.u mining opcrations o t.ha heroin'leaeed
pmmisu wit.hin 30 ddqo af;ter the oxacution of this leaac and will

| condgct bona ride minirg operatiom t.hem and thereunder contimusly
= 'thsxéafter S.t bcing unda'atood ad agroed that if said L&esee ahall |

v.ccaso and - fail to conduct bo'n fide mining apcratiom on said pren:lns F
. for axv om poriod of 60 eﬂmncutiw daya, unless hindored by soms “mv |

o ::‘_hywﬁ hia cmtrolz :hall fa:!.l to pay the royaltie- as heroimbovo pro-

'y vidud for or shall amwm fail to comply with the terms or oonditiona
kot tm.s hasc, t.hcn Lcsm my, at. his eptiou, deolar- t.hh lsase com-=
_ pletbly null md void and of no effect and my, without notiu of any
| kindl, re~on’ter md. re-take posscssion of the horcin loaud premises and
Luspt, upan. hit purt., ;nay t-rmimto t.his louc at will by first giving
| 30 dpyu mtton nahieo to Luaor of hi.n inbention oo to do, oy conplot.oly
'comp{lyizg with 311 stipule&inna in thii lsase eontaincd and by paying
.11 myaltin then dus, o ‘
o o is fur’cher xmzuuy mﬁoratood and moed between
' Lum and Louce bha.t 'l:hh wr:ltton 1easc .’\.s the molo and ontire lcau
‘ ‘betuem Lessor end hil heﬁ.rc and asdgna and Losaee &md thst any changc
to Hs made .’m said lease mnt?'act shall be mde in writing wit.h the im:ib
: “rormmy a5 contained in this loase and that this hase ahall not be
L<t'.x'm$stnu-a,lslo oxcept. with the writtcn assenh of tm Lusor or his hc.trs -
or 43.1@0. . | S | | :





‘ *ﬂm WHEREQ" both partiea hereto tmu
N hereunta sot t.heir ha!:ﬂs and affixed thoir seals, in d\\plicau =
oriﬁ.mls, as of the day am ynr ti.rst hereiaabon writtm. ’

" M&ﬁ&e/ (smu.) :

John 0. xC&.

NORTH CAROLINA,
| MITGIELL COUNTY. .

N ‘ I, ?lell Bradahax, Notary Public in md tor the
‘county cnd State aforemid s do hemby cortify that John C. Mcaeo,

' singldx, Leesa', and Lewio Aldridvo, an Leasu, peracmlly appearod ’
be? orm me end 3cmwledved the due axec:ution bty then ot the foregeing

1uu*mmem for the pnmosee there!m exnreaaed .

| wnneqs ny bard and nmm1 Sﬁa u’uﬁ_’ _ug»ﬁ_

dey of May, 1958, | R

'W comiuion expiron

et 1&2945?. |

B
. |
l
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June 26, 1958

Memorandum
To: Mr. C. O. Mittendorf, Administrator
From: Lawrence G. Houk, Director, Division of

Nonnmetallic Minerals

Subject: Evaluation of application and field examination report
~ Docket No. DMEA-5029-Mica
‘The 01d Abernathy Mines
(Lewie Aldridge)
The 014 Abernathy Mine
Mitchell County, North Carolina

Denial of the application is recommended.

Mica: No data available as to quality or past production.

Pegmatite: Only data listed in the report —- pegmatite 10 to
25 feet thick and composed of coarse-grained
plagioclase, microcline, muscovite intergrown with
biotite and quartz. No good exposures are available.
Two parallel pegmatites, northeastern and the south-
eastern which is the target of Applicant's proposed
project.

01d Workings: Shafts, drifts, and stopes. No work done on
southeast pegmatite since World War II, and larrabee
states in U.S. Geological Survey, Blue Ridge manuscript,
that the No. 1 pegmatite has been largely worked out
where the Applicant wants to explore.

 Method of exploration: Proposed by Applicant:

1 "tunnel® - 200 ft. @ $45/ft. $9, 000,00
1 "tunnel® - 75 ft. @ $45/ft. 3,375.00
Construction - toolhouse, powder and : :
exploder magazines o : 115.00 -
Total requested $12,490.00

The 200 foot "tunnel" is designed to start below the
C.C.0. Railroad tracks (See Applicant's map) inter-
cepting "veins." The 75 foot "tunnel" starts from
shaft to connect with 200 foot "tunnel."

8623





Comments :

There appears to be some conflict as to designation

of pegmatites. The writer is led to believe from the

reports that the No., 1 pegmatite is the target for
the proposed project, yet the examiners state that
recent underground work by the Applicant and others
has been on No. 2 pegmatite. However, larrabee sug-
gests that both No, 1 and No. 2 pegmatites do not
plunge under the railroad. Therefore, it seems to
this Division that the Applicant's proposed explora-
tion work would be conducted up a blind alley in the
country rock, lacking geological criteria and, there-
fore, not justified.

Recommendations: The Division of Nommetallic Minerals and the

Commodity Members of the Bureau of Mines and the
Geological Survey concur in the Field Team's recom-
mendation to deny the application.

! agpraon
W. C. Anderson
Division of Nonmetallic Minerals

WCAnderson:gad 6/26/58

Copy to:

Admr. R. File
Mr. Houk
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The 01d Abernathy Mines v il
¢/o Mr. Lewie Aldridge A ‘ o
Spruce Pine, North Carolina '
' v Re: Docket No. DMEA-5029-Mica

The 01d Abernathy Mines
. The 014 Abernathy Mine
- Mitchell County, North Carolina

 Dear Mr. Aldridge:

Your application for aid for an exploratim project
and other reports available to us in Washington relating to the
subject property have been reviewed.

Projeets approved by the Defense Hinerals Exploration
Administration must, in its judgment, show definite promise of
yielding materials of acceptable grade in quantities that will
significently improve the mineral supply position for the National
Defense Program.

_ Careful study of all our ini’omt.icm indica.tos to us
that the probability of diselosing significant reserves of mioca
is not sufficisntly promising to justify Govermment participation.
We regret to advise you that, under these circumstances, your
applicatien for exploration assistance is deniod.

‘ We wish to thank you for your 1nterest in the Defense
Minerals Program and for bringing your property to our attention.

Sincerely yonrs M

C.0. Mzttendorf {’W’ >

Administrator

WCAnderson:gad 6/26/58

Copy to: Admr. R. File
Operating Committee
Field Team, Region V
Mr. Kiilsgaard, 5222
Mr. Dietrich, 3061
Mr. Houk
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; WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
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S June 26, 1958
andnm\/ —

. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration
From: T; H., Kiilsgaard, U. S. Geological Survey

Subject: Review of Field Team Examination Report, DMEA 5029
(Mica) 0ld Abernathy Mine, Mitchell County, North Carolina

The epplicant proposes to explore the 0ld Abernathy Mine
‘by driving a 200-foot adit from the edge of the North Toe River
beneath the C.C. and D. Railroad and southeastward into the
Abernathy property. He also proposes to drive a 75-foot drift
southerly from the 0ld Abernathy shaft to connect with the 200-foot
adit, Cost of the project is estimated at $12,490.

Field examiners recommend denial of the application.
They point out that the southeast pegmatite hag_apparently not
been worked since World War II, although it was e good producer
at that time. The No. 1 pegmatite, however, appears to have
been largely worked out in the area vwhere the applicant wants to
work. There is even docubt that the No. 1 and No. 2 pegmatites
plunge under the railroad, in which case exploration in that area
would be wasted.

In view of the field examiners' recommendations and in
the light of the description of the property made by Dave Larrabee,
I concur that the spplicant's project does not warrant exploration.
T therefore recommend that the application be denied.

g/d@a?a@&

T, H, Kiilsgaard
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T6:  Nonmetallid Minerals Division
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration

From: Acting Chief, Branch of Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials
Subject: IMEA-5029 (mica)

Applicant: Lewie Aldridge

Name and Location of Property: Old Abernathy Mine, Mitchell County, N. C.

Date of Field Team Report: 6/18/58

Date Rec'd. by Br. of Ceramic & Fertilizer Materials: 6/23/58

Field Team Recammendation: Recoﬁmend denial of a.pplica.tion.

Commenﬁs:
l. A mica bearing vein crossing this property and designated
as No. 2 pegmatite is being worked by the spplicant and by another

company .

2. Applicant wishes to explore what appears to be a pa.st
producing aree of pegmatite No. 1. :

3. Geologic reports indicate that pegmatite No. l has
been worked out.

Recommendation:

I concur with the recommendation of the field team for
denial of the epplication.

Donald R. Irving
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Memorandum /
[
I
To: Operating Committee, DMEA - W&shi il ]
oy = ’ !“‘, (:_"TF“V*_‘J e T Y ST SRR T
From: DMEA Field Team, Region V - Kpoxville, Tennessee

Subject: Field Examination Report - DMEA-5029 (mica)
Lewie Aldridge, Spruce Pine, N. C, Applicant.
O0ld Abernathy Mine, Mitchell County, N.C.

Transmitted are three copies of the subject

examination report with maps attached.,

The Field Team concurs with the recommendations

by the Field Examiners that this application be denied.

Dt o

Robert A. Laurence

Executive Officer, DMEA
Region V

(2Bl

Wm. A, Beck, for V. J. Lynch
Member - Bureau of Mines

Reviewed by }
DMEA OPERATING COMMITTEE

4-23_55

(date)
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FIELD EXAMINATION REPORT
REGION V

Fo Go Lesure, Geologist
Geological Survey

and

S. A. Feitler, Mining Engineer
Bureau of Mines

Reviewed by
DMEA OPERATING COMMITTER

June 17, 1958 64-2%_5F8
(date)






DMEA EXPLORATION PROJECT

FIELD EXAMINATION REPORT
On
DMEA=-5029 (micg) OLD ABERNATHY MINE
Mitchell County, North Carolina

Applicant: Lewie Aldridge, Spruce Pine, North Carolina
SUMMARY ™

Several pegmatite bodies have been worked for a number //
of years at the Abernathy mine, Mining is being done at the No.2
or northwest pegmatite by both the Applicant and the Abernathy «
Mining Company. The southeastern pegmatite has apparently not .
been worked since World War II, but was a good producer at that
time., Reports written for the U. 8. Geological Survey, Blue Ridge
manuscript indicates that the No.l pegmatite has been iargely ,
worked out in the area where the Applicant wants to work. We -
recommend that exploration assistance be denied. J

| INTRODUCTION
Location: The Abernathy mine is on a steep west slope overlooking
the North Toe River about 0.7 mile S80°W of Bandana post office,
‘Mitchell Cbunty, North Carolina. The ﬁine can be reached by 4-
 wheel-drive vehicles on a rough dirt road about 0.5 mile long

leading west from North Carolina State road 80.

Examination: The examination of the Abernathy mine was made June 3,
1958 and lasted about five hours. Messrs, Milt Burleson, Lewie
Aldridge, Luther Johnson and Ernest Johnson accompanied the Examiners.
Historv: The Abefnathy mine was started about 1890, Larrabee(
Abernathy Mine, U.S. Geol. Survey unpublished manuscript,copy attached)
gives the early history of the mine. During the present buying
program one DMEA contract tested part of the Abernathy pegmatites

at the Half Moon mine (DMEA-2785) and an application was submitted

. on the 0ld Morris Putman mine (DMEA-A&EO) along the railroad south





page-2 Abernathy mine, DMEA-5029

of the main mine. Mining is going on today from a shaft northeast
of the No.2 cut, and also from two shafts in the No,2 cut.

The latter two shafts have been sunk since the war time
mappings The northeastern shaft is 35 feet vertical, 63 feet -50°
and 20' vertical; the southwestern is 48 feet -65° with a loft 20~
feet from the bottom, A large stoped area in thewNo.z pegmatite
has been worked mostly from the NE shaft. Production data for this
work are not available.

Apparently litﬁle or no work has been done in the No.l
and No.3 workings since the war. Both cuts are partly caved and
inaccessible, Maps available in this office are dated November,
1943, but Larrabee in a letter to the Applicant speaks of a map
revised in December 1943,

Electric power and water are available at the mine., Mine
buildings northeast of the No.2 cut are used by the Abernathy

Mining Company which is mining in the adjoining property.

-
GEOLOGY

The geclogy of the Abernathy mine area is described by
Larrabee(Abernathy Mine, unpublished U.S. Geol. Survey manuscript,
copy attached). The recent underground work by the Applicant and
others has been on the No.2 pegmatite., This body is lq:}o 25 feet
thick and is composed of coarse-grained plagioclase, microcline,
muscovite intergrown with biotite and quartz. Strategic muscovite
has been produced from this pegmatite but no data are available as

to the amount or quality. At present the Applicant is doing some





‘ '

page-3, DMEA-5029
work on this pegmatite but stoping to the northéast has stopped
because of the property line,

The target pegmatite is the one worked in holes 1 and 3e
No good exposures of this pegmatite are now available. Larrabee

(pe 4 & 7) states that the pegmatite has been largely worked out,

RECOMMENDATIONS

We recommend that exploration assistance be denied. Very
little mining has been done on the southeastern pegmatite since
World War II and Larrabee states that it is largely worked out,
The Applicant does not control the land to the northeast where re-
serves in this pegmatite (Larrabee, p.7) may still be present.

We see no justification on the ground or in Larrabee's
report and maps for the Applicant's broposed 200 foot tunnel driven
under the railroad., In fact Larrébee suggests that hoth the No, 1

and No.2 pegmatites do not plunge under the railroad.
Fe G. Lesure, Geologist
Geological Survey (DMEA

Se 4. Feitler, Mining Engineer
Bureau of Mines (DMEA)
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ABERNATHY MINE
MITCHELL COUNTY, N.C.-

- by
D. M. Larrabee

The Abernatﬁy_mine (_/) is about three and a half miles

(_/) Plate . Maps & sections of Abernathy mine

south;soﬁthwest of Bakersville, N. C., three-quarters of a mile west
| of Bandané; onthe steep west slope bverlooking the Toe River. Local
sourcesaindicate3the ownership of the propefty by Job Thomas about
1880, Later owners were Hérge Thomas and Col. Rorison. The present
owners are Paul Abernathy,.of‘Asheville, N.’C. (two-thirds interest)
and Mrs., Ella L. Berry of Spruce Pine, N.Co |

The workings (P1.) include two large,-steeplj dipping, partly
open stopes on parallel ﬁegmatiﬁes, and a number 6f old cuts and
‘largély inaccessiblé'uﬁdérgrbund workings higher on the hillside to
the—portheast; .Thefmine was worked from abbuﬁll890-to 1903 by
P.H. Abernathy, Sam Patrick and Dave Befry, in 1931}by Y. C; Sparks,
in 1933 by E. C. Norman, in 1938be‘Y.’C.ASparks and E. L.AWéstall,
and in 1939 and 1940 by W. C. and Marvin McKinney in the No.2 stope.
The Meyer—Browh Corporation of New York City purchaSedrthe‘mining
lease from Will McKinnéy and began operations'in May 19&2, cbntinuing ‘
"~ until about Jéhuafyil9hh.‘ Thé southeést pegmatite was lérgely mined
out, from openings.no, 1‘aﬁd no.3. The northwest pegmatite was |
also mined cbnsiderébly in no.2 stope'bﬁt_Was'abandoned'bécause of
the_iow yield of trimmed mica from the mine-run. A shaft was sunk

near the old MAM Morkings'but was abandoned at a depth of 50 feet





)

| “nhen'it-faiied'totencoUnter pegmatite. W. C. McKlnney agaln
worked the mine - for about six months starting in July 1944,vopen1ng
the shallow cut ("C") Just north of the no. 1 openlng.

The area 1s underlaln by mica schlst, mica gnelss and hornblende
gnelss. The mlca schlst is a hlghly crenulated r0ck contalnlng
muSCov1te blotlte kyanlte, feldspar and quartz. The mica. gnelss is
Well banded and generally much lighter in color than the schlst and

is d1st1ngulshed from it by much hlgher content of feldspar. Contacts'

between mlca schlst and gnelss are gradatlonal The hornblende gneiss

con51sts of’ thln layers of nght-colored feldSpathlc rock 1nterlayered
w1th a dark- colored hornblende-rlch rock. Contacts between hornblende
and mica gnelss are gradatlonal the hornblende content decrea51ng

and the blotlte content 1ncrea51ng ‘as the mlca gnelss is approached.
- Red garnets are present in both gnelsses and the schlst..

| The foliatlon of the country rock generally strlkes about norhh-'

east and dips steeply to the southeast.- In the southwestern part of d
‘the area the strlke 1s more northerly and the dip more gnntle to the
east. A syncllne, plunglng gently to the north—northeast, is exoosed
in the northwestern part of the area.‘ Axes of mlnot folds commonly
'»‘plunge gently to the northeast. ) 7 »
| ‘ Several pegmatltes conformable to the follatlon of the mlca
schlst trend northeast and dlp steeply to" the southeast. Contacts
between pegmatlte and schlst are sharp. The pegmatltes mlned 1n the
old open cut 1n the northeast part of the mapped area and 1n worklngs
'"A" and "B" are so poorly exposed that thelr extent and relatlonshlps o
":are obscure. They are bellsved to warrant no further development.

" 'The pegmatlte in worklngs "A" appears to be narrOW"ng





dOWnWard'at thé adjt level. lt may be a contlnuatlon of thﬁ-

pegmatlte mlned in the recent shal]ow open cut ("G") Just north of. :

‘the no.l openlng.l Mlca is aSSOClated W1fh a quartz mass and large

quantltles of - blotltp. In worklngs wpH the pegmatlte is extremely {‘
irregular and" the mica smmll and of poor qualnty. | .

- The pegmatlte 1n the "P" work:ngs (see sectlon B~B'; pl ")
lensed out, 1n the bottom of the cut and _seems to bend more to the -

north. ao traced northeastward. The' gnelss is closely orumpled

,below the rounded pegmatxte keel and seems to bend around the

. bottom. The pegmatlte consists of plagloolase, quartz, muscovxte,"

and hiotite with a little>pyr1te. Much of the mica was formed
along cruved fractures, B . | o

I, the stope reached by openlngs No. 1 and Nos3 an unusual
pegmatlte seemlnvly shaped like the lower half of an elllpsowd has

been largely mined out. Below no.l openlng the keel of ‘the peg-

r'matlte pitches hO degrees southwest parallel to mlnor ro1ls 1n the- .

i walls above thls polnt. Below the no.3 openlng the keel pitohps

31m11arly 1n the opposmte directlon. The bottom of the pegmatlte

is thus roughly sem1c1rcu1ar in loncatudlnal section,(see prOJectlon

- D-Dt, pl. ). In cross-sectlon also the keel 1s rounded and the

:Ollatlon of rhe schnst bends around the botfom from hangmcr wall
to footwall pos;tlon (see sec.,C»C' —E', and F-F', pl.‘ ).

The thlckness ranges from abouf 9 to 15 feet. The pevmatit@ is
medlnm- to ﬂoar&e~gra1npd plagloclase-quar+z~m1crocllne rocks The

central parf of the body 1s aenerally coarser gralnedvthan the outor
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parts.' Plavioclase is the ﬁredomanant f@ldspar 'Muscdvité;and
biotite are unusually abundant and are dlstr1buﬂéd thr@ughout all
nar*s of the penma tite but_are 853 pQOLally concnntrated in. the 6-v
fept.neyt the hanginv.wall. Indav:dual ‘heoks of mu300v1te-and
biotite are as larﬂe as 1 by 12 feet arrcsg.- Bloblte 1s apprgx1-

mately one-half as abundant as muse ovzte.f Garnet is relatlvely

.f'omm0n.

Thevpegmat;te opened bj the Nno. 2~stope :s thlcker than the
others, ranglna 1n +h10kness from about 13 %o 25 feet, It apnarently
nontlnuee some dwstance to the northeast and to depth.. At the
southwesb end 1ts crest either plunges below the schist at the rall-

road or more lxkely, its keel bottonms on the same. format;on, the

'pegmatlte never reacaing the railroad below uhe surfare.' The peg~’

matite is of sim:lar comnosztlon to the.gthers thcugh~1n general

it is coarser gralned. It is vaguely zoned the central portion

belng noarser gramned and mmcrocllne - and quarfz-rlch. Looally

.outer parts of the nevmatlte alsa hava much mlcrocllne. The miero-"

cllne is perthﬂtir snbhedral to anhedral, and 1nd1vidual macses
are as muoh as 3 f@et BSross. Pod cons:stlng of quartz wwth
abundant %mall musccv*te books are nresent in all portlong @f rhc

uegmat1+e and .some qu:to th1ck quart7 masses are reported near ?hp

'middle with mzcr0ﬂ11ne areas. Stripgers of the quartv-mu3ﬂ0v1fe

rock, apparently fracture-controlled extend from some of the podse.

One such strlnger 1s about lO f@et long and. 1/2 to 1 Wnch fhwok.

It non31sts of a spvaes of overlapnmng muscov1te books, as much as

3 by 5 1nches :n s1Ze, wmth interst1+1al quartz. Similar mica -
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‘streaks. COmmonly appear to have been daposited along curved !  ; '
fracfures and’ can not be defmnnfely assovlated w1th fhe quartz- -
.muscov1te_pods. Muscovmte is abundanf through out tbe pegmatlte
bﬁt moSt is_sQ'badly-ruled, sharply crarulatgd}andvlntergrown :
 with biotite as to'bé:§f7lif£l9 valne. Smélluaéatite crystals are
:fafe5and”are,fep§rted'by Ve G. Valent tine to be fiuoreséeht;r Light
| green sericite forms a coahn0 on . many mlnerals. o o
An undevelopnd barren p@gmatlte in the scutheasfern part of
the mapped area. is 1n ontact w;th mica schist although it is in an,
area of hornblende wnelss.‘ This sugvests elther that fhe pegmatzfp'
2altered the kornblende znelss to mica 9chist or that the pevmat he |
was 1n3actea into e;ﬁ“rrow ‘lens of schistisurroundedAby hornblende
cgexss. ! e o o | . |
| qu muscov1te is ruby colored. R@oks 6 by inches_in sine
Aare common .but the average is about b by 6 1nches, Tbe ?hlef -
: 1mperfeﬂtlon is ruling, commonlv in two dlreotlons, and is most
| pronounced 1n the mlca from th@ no.2 stone. Cracks, and nlav STa ns
 are common. 'bny ﬁf the books are 3ntergrown w1th blofite, and "&"
struoturé is-prpsent in some. A few 1ivht green bookS‘oP musaovlte
about 1 by 1 ;noh 1n'slze were found in the dnmn materlala Much of
the mlﬂa, hOW¢VPr, is excellent quallfy, hard flat, ‘and geﬁeral]y |
free from Jnclu51ons. The - 912@ of th@ trimmpd sheet is renerally small.»
Tne pebma*zte opened bv noo:1 and no.3 worklngs appears to be
fhp 5 most promzsinn for future nrodunf:on@' Althongn the soutb
~‘end of the bgdv 1s nearlv mined Out, an appreolabia amaunt of
"‘unmlned pegmatite wzth con31derable mlca exposed rema* s fo the .

‘norfheast of th@ worklngsg
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The 0ld Abernathy Mines
afe ¥r. Lewie Aldridge
Spruce Pine, North Carolina

Re: Docket No. DMEA-5029-Mica
The 0ld Abermathy Mines
The Cld abernathy Mine .
Mitchell County, Worth Carolina
Dear Mr. Aldridges '

_ The agpplication for assistance in exploring your
property, under the captioned docket mumber, has been reviewed -
by the Division of Nommetallic Minerals of the Defense Minerals
Exploration Administration. It has been referred to '

~ Mr, Robert A. Laurence, Executive Officer, DMEA Field Tean,

Begion V, ioom 13, Fost Office Building, Knoxville 2, Tennessee.

The regional Office will comtact you in regard to your
project if additional information is required. Any assistance
you may give the members of the Field Team will be appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

C. 0. Mittendorg (,gé%"’;t)

Adninistrator

LGHouk :gad 6/5/58

Copy to: Admr. R. File
Operating Committee
Field Team, Region V
Mr. Kiilsgaard, 5222
Mr, Dietrich, 3061
Mr. Houk

© 3623 .
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600

Mr. Hobkert aA. laurence
Trecutive Officer, DMEA
Tield Team, Region V

Room 13, Post Office 5ldg.
Knoxvilles 2, Tennessee

Re: Docket No. DiLA-5029-~Mica
' The (1d Abernathy liines
The 01d ibernathy lMine
M{tchell County, North Carolina
Dear Mr. laurence: ' ' o

Please review the subject application and arrange
for a field examination if you deen it necessary.

: Copies' of memoranda datedMay 26 and 27, 1953, by
M, Y. E. Nelson, U3GS, and Mr. W. 7. Dietrich, USBM, respectively,
relating to the project are enclosed. There is alsc enclosed =~
a copy of the applicatlon for the use of the Field Tcm

You uill note that in our letter to the ipplicant we
made no reference to a field examination as you may not find
time to schedule one if needed. :

Sincerely yours,

George C. Selfridgt .

, Chair'nan, ﬁperating Cmitteeﬁo_s/
Approved :

Frank D. Lamb /‘: ;:
Mgxber, Bureau of mﬂos

‘thor H. Kiilsgaard _)
Member, Gealogical Surve

Mhsm-cs 5

" LGHouk :gad 6/5/58

Copy to: Admr. R. File .
. ' Operating Committee
Mr. Kiilsgaard, 5222
- Mr. Dietrich, 3061
Mr. Houk

8623





" 28 UNITED STATES

DEPA‘ETMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES
0O  wasHNGTON 25, D. C.

. T Mey 27, 1958

To: /'Ncrﬁrnmeta.llic Minerels Division
Defense Minerals Exploration Administ;‘ation

From: Chief, Branch of Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials
Subject: DMEA-5029 (mica)
Applicant: Lewle Aldridge

Name and Location of Property: The 0ld Abernathy Mine, Mitchell
County, N. C.

Date Application Rec'd. by Br. of Ceramic & Fertilizer Mtls.: 5/26/58

Comments :

l. This is an old mine from which a large quentity of
good-quality mica has been produced.

2. Applicant wishes to explore ground which he states
has not been mined before.

3. Applicant's proposed work on two intersecting tunnels
appears to include duplication of work.

L, If tunnel under railroad is contemplated, legal rights
should be ascertained.

Recoammendation:

It is recommended that the field team visit this mine when
in that vicinity to ascertain if an exploration project is justified.
If so, the field team and applicant should agree on a definite plan
of exploration on a unit-cost basis.

W. F. Dietrich





. @ | ®

1107 G, ) IN REPLY REFER TO:
7 - 3 2? @—3\5

o TR UNITED STATES

7 C Z (PEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

’7 | GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
' WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

May 26, 1958
" Re: DMEA 5029
Lewle Aldridge
Abernathy Mine
Mitchell County, North Carolina
$12,490.00 - Mica

Memora.ndum“/

. To: ‘L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration
From:- N. E. Nelson; U. S. Geologicel Survey
Subject: Review of application
, The applicant requests assistence in exploring by crosscuts,
275 feet, a block of ground believed to contain hitherto unworked
parts of pegmatites from which strategic mica has been mined.

Referral of the application to the Fleld Team for appropriate

action i8 recommended. - 2/ N .

N. E. Nelson





_ UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

WA%MN%O 2350 C

- L]

The 01d Abernathy Mines

c/o ir. Lewle Aldridge

Spruce Pine, North Carolina

L . . ' N Subjects DHDA-5029

 Pear Yr. Aldridges

" Your application for exploration assistance, dated

et
!"az* ]l;,, 19;3 Knoxville, Tentessee

‘ submitted to our office at

| | DUEA~RO
has been assigned Dooket Number .ﬂll‘ "029 and referred to the

e ﬂmal"l L Imincrals ] _
} * ¢rals Divigion in the Washington offioe.

Kindlyfidentify ali fht,ufei correspondence relating to your '
‘application by this Docket Number. ’

Sincerely yours,

Allen S. Dakan, Director

Operations Control and

| _ E Statistics Division
Copy tos Resion Ve |
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