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Fo vejent' 


EXPLORAA PROJECT CONTRACT 


Operator 


Docket No. DMEA-__________________ 


Contract No. Idm-E_________________ 


Contract Date_-


MF-203 


Revised March 24, 1955


oo	 /t/1
LIEN 


To the United States of America: 


Referring to that certain land in the. County of 	 Mitchell	 , State of 


North Carolina	 Described in a lease 


Dated May 12, 198 and recorded on May 17, 198 in the Register of Deeds Office 


of Mitchell C ounty in Book 86, Page 579. 


which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter called the "contract," 


with the United States of America, hereinafter called the "Government;" in consideration of the 


contract and as an inducement to the Government toeriter into it, the undersigned hereby--


1. Undertakes and agrees that property in which the Government may acquire an interest 
or equity under the contract may be dismantled, severed from the land, and removed, as may be pro-


vided in the contract; and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior 


and superior to any adverse right or claim of the undersigned; 


2. Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and 


interest in the land and upon any production of minerals therefrom to secure the payment to the 


Government of a percentage royalty on production as may be provided for by the contract;2/ and 


represents and undertakes that there are no claims, liens or encumbrances upon the undersigned's 


right, title, or interest in the land prior to that here )y granted to the Government other than 


the following:/


None 


3. 'Undertakes and agrees neither to commit any act nor assert any claim in conflict 


with the provisions of this Consent to Lien; and to give advance notice of the Government's rights 


under this Consent to Lien to any subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any 


of the undersigned's right, title, or interest in the land; and 


None 
/ Either (a) insert the legal description of the land, or (b) strike out the words "as follows" 


and insert "in a lease [or contract, deed, or other document] dated  


and recorded in book _______ page 	 official records of said county." If (b) is 


used, the book and page of recordation cannot be dispensed with. If the space provided is insuf-


ficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space. 


/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence of production there is no 


obligation to repay the Government. 


./ Write "none" if that is the case. Do not leave lines blank.







4. Consents to all amendments and assignments of the contract without notice thereof, 


and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall extend and apply thereto. 


5. Added provision:	 None  


Dated this 	 day of	 NY	 , l95. 


''L1L fl7 Z3e Asai1 
•
	


[Seal] 


[Sea]] 


certify that I am the  


(Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that  


who signed this agreement was then  (President 


or Vice—President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf 


of said corporation by authority of its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate 


powers.


•	 [corporate Seal] 


(	 •\ 


Interior—Duplicating Section, Waahinto	 C.	 •







MF-203	 F	 !QLflQntQfl1..... 
Revised March 24, 1955


 L
	 EXPLORATM PROJECT CONTRACT 


\ 	 Ii
/	 Operator  


Docket No. DMEA-_________________ 


(7' /	 \J\(	 Contract No. Idm—E______________ 


I	 58	 ,.	 Contract Date	 - 


CONSENT TO LIEN 


To the United States of Amen a.:
 


Referring to that certain land in the County of 	 I4ttchAll	 State of 


North Oliz$	 fleacribed in a leas* 


Dated !v1a3J 12, Z98 and recorded on Nay 17, 1958 in the Register of Deeds Office 


of NitchtU C0t in Bb* '86,6, Page 579. 


which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract hereinafter called the "contract,' 


with the Un ted States., of America, hereiàafter called the "Government;" in' consideration of the 


contract and as an inducement . totheGovernment'to enter into it, the undersigned hereby--


1. Undertakes and agrees that property in which the Government may 'acquire an interest 


orequity'un erthe.contract may be dismantled, severed from-the land, and removed, , as maybe pro- 


vided in the contract; and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior 


and superior to any adverse right or claim of the undersigned'''.  


2. Grants, to the Government a lien upon all of" the undersigned's right, title, 'and 


interest in he land and upon any production of minerals therefrom to secure the payment to the 


Government o1 'a percentage ' ylty bn prdciuction'as'a ' may be provided for by the contract;2/ and 


represéntsan ' undertakes that there are no claims, liens, or encumbrances upon the undersigned's 


right, title, or interest in the land prior to that hereby granted to the Government other than 


the following:/


None '" 


3.. Undertakes and agrees neither to commit any act nor assert any claim 'in conflict 


with the provisions of this Consent to Lien; and' to give advance notice of the Government's rights 


under this Con ent to Lien to' any 'subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any 


of the undersi ned's right title, or interest in the land; and, 


1/ Either (a) insert the legal description of the land, or (b) strike out 'the words "as follows" 


and insert 'in a lease [or contract, deed,.or other document] dated  


' nd
 


recorde in book - page '_official records of said county." If (b) is 


used, the bcok and pagepf recordation cannot be dispensed with. If the space ' provided'is insuf-


ficient, us4 an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space. 


/ Mining or pijoduction from the-land-is not required,' and . in the absence of production there is no 


obligation io repay the Government. 


./ Write "nQne' if that is the case: Do not leave 'lines blank.'







4. Consents to all amendments and assignments of the contract without notice thereof, 


and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall extend and apply thereto. 


5. Added provision:	 ______________________________________________________ 


Dated this	 :	 day of	 , 195 


jeall 


•	 ISai1, 


[Seal] 


certify that I am the  


•	 •	 (Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that  


who signed this agreement was then  (President 


or Vice—President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf 


of said corporation by authority of its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate 


powers.	 •


*[Corporate seal] 


Interior—Duplicating Section, Wa8hinto 0C.	 ,71l,







MF-203	 -	 -	 FQL..QQrjment's UseOnly 
Revised Mach 2'4, 1955	 EXPLORATION PROJECT CONTRACT 


MAY
qt.	 Operator___________  


K7	 Docket No. DMEA-	 .' 


Contract No. 
1m_E


Contract
 


bate  


S NT TO LIEN 


To the Unit1ed States of America 


*th Car4t* 
Referring to that certain land inthe County. of 	 ', State of 


q 2, 3$8 rt ts covdd 400 PUY It X%e 14 the teULeez' ot Deeds Ottic 
described as follows:1/ 


t t.h$ G4ty n Bock 86, o 


which is the subjèôt of 'a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter called the "contract," 


with the Un ted States of America, hereinafter called the "Government;" in consideration of the 


contract and as an inducement to the Government to enter into it the undersigned hereby--


1. Undertakes and agrees that property in which the Government may acquire an interest 


or equity un er the contract' may be dismantled, severed from the land, and removed, as may be pro-


vided in the contract; and 'the 'Gàvèrnment's interest and equity in such property shall be prior. 


and superior to any adverse right or claim of the undersigned; 


2. Grants to the Government a l.in upon all of the undersigned's , right, title', and 


interest in he land and upon any 'production of minerals therefrom to' secure the payment. to the 


Government o a percentage royalty on production as may be provided for by the contract;a/ and 


represents an undertakes that "there are no claims, liens, or encumbrances upon the undersigned's 


right title or Iest in the land prior to that hereby granted to the Government other than 


the following J 


•	 3.	 Undertakes a'nd''é.grèes''nelther to commit any act nor assert any claim in conflict 


with the provi ions Consent to Lien; :and to give advancö notice of the Government's rights 


under this Con ent to Lien'tb'any' subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any 


of the.undersi ned's right, title, or interest in the land; and 


1/ •Either (a) nsert the legal description of the land, or (b) strike out the words "as follows" 


and insert 'in a , lease [or contract, .deed, or other document] dated  


and recorde in book  page'... _'' official records-of said county.' If ( .b.) 'is 


used, the book and page of recordation cannot be dispensed with. If the space provided is insuf-


ficient, us an Annex, and, refer to..the Annex in the space.  


Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence of production there is no 


obligation to repay the Government.  


/ Write "none" if that,is the case., Do not leave lines blank.







' 4. Consents to all amendments and assignments of the contract without •notice thereof, 
and agrees that this Consent to Lien . shAl xtend and apply thereto. 


5 . Added provision:  


8 


	


Dated this 	 day of 	 195 


•	 [seafl 


•	
/7	 ••	


•	 [Seal]. 


•	 __________________________________-	 [Seal] 


certify that I am the  


(Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that  


who signed this agreement was then ________ (President 


or Vice—President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly igned for and in behalf 


of said corporation by authority of its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate 


powers.	 - •	 •	 ' 


•	 [Corporate Seal] 


•	 .	 . 
Tht9rtor—Pup1t'ating Sotton, Wshinton, D. C.	 •	 81088







MF-203 FoV&ernmen!'g_Usg_Only__  


Revised March 24, 1955 	 - 0-i 	 .	 EXPLORATi'N PROJECT CONTRACT 


Operator___________________________ 


Docket No. DMEA-__________________ 


Contract No. Idm-.E________________ 
14f	 Contract Date	


T 


SENT TO LIEN 


To the Unied States of Amer ica--i-"	 -S 	 . 


Ieferring to that certain land in the. County of 	 State of 


Aw
oows/ 


a*	 *	 no	 * t *tekr of )Nd. OttO* 


flog 8, m 79. 


which is th subjec.t c.i.a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter called the "contract," 


with the Un.ted States of America, hereinafter called the "Government;" in consideration of the 


contract an as an inducement to the Government to enter into it, the undersigned hereby--


1. Undertakes and agrees that property in which the Government may acquire an interest 


or equity under the contract may be dismantled, severed from the land, and removed, as may be pro-


vided in tho contract; and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior 


and superior to any adverse, right or claim of the undersigned; 


2 Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, andI .


interest in the land and upon any production of minerals therefrom to secure the payment to the 


Government o a percentage royalty on production as may be provided for by the contract;/ and 


represents 'a d undertakeS that there are no claims, liens, or encumbrances upon the undersigned's 


right, title or interest in the land prior to that hereby granted to the Government. other than 
the followin :/	 .	 .	 .. 


3. Undertakes and agrees neither to commit any act nor assert any claim in conflict 


with the prov'sions of this Consent to Lien; and to give advance notice of the Government's rights 


under this Co sent to Lien to any subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any 
of the unders gned's rititle, or interest in the land; and 


)J Either (a) I insert the legal description of the land, or (b) strike out the words "as follows" 
and insert. "in a lease [or contract, deed, or other document] dated  
and recordd in book  page  official records of said county." If , (b) is 
used, the book and page Of recordation cannot be 5 dispensed with. If the space provided is insüf- 
ficient, ude an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space. 


/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence of production there is no 


obligation to repay the Government. 


./ Write "non 11 if that is the case. Do not leave lines blank. 	 -







4. Consents to all amendments and assignments of the contract without notice thereof, 


and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall extend and apply thereto. 


5. Added provision:  


Dated this 	 ay of 	 195. 


(I	 !77 tjiJSeall 
[Seal] 


certify that I am the  


• _•	 (Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that  


who signed this agreement was then  (President 


or Vice—President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf 


of said corporation by authority of its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate 


powers.


ICorporate Seal] 


Interior—Duplicating Section, WaabintonC. 	


•


87113







MF-203
L 	 ".'	


F	 s Use Only_. 
Revised Ma ch 24, 1955 	 .•	 EXPLORAT	 PROJECT CONTRACT 


Operator_____________________________ 
Docket No. DMEA-_________________ 


4\	 .	 Contract No. Idni-E________________ 


MAY 22 '958	 '	 Contract Date 


D M.E,A000N NI' TO LIEN 


To the Uni ed States of Am'eyb 


eferring -tos that. certain1-and in theCoutity. of "	 .	 '	 , ' State of 


Øh	 fl	 $ 1ø 


t' .	 *% r.* ø	 1t	 *	 . .


- 


which is the subject of a proposed exploration project contract, , hereinafter called the "contract," 
with the Un.ted States of America, hereinafter called the "Government;" in 'consideration of the 
contract an asan'±üducement to the Government to enter into'it, the undersigned hereby--


1. Undertakes and agrees that property in which the Government may ."acqiire an interest 
or..equity 'un1derthe contract may be dismantled, severed from the land, and removed, as may be pro-
vided in thecontract; and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior 
and.superior to any adverse right or claim of the undersigned;. 


2.1 Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and 
interest in he land and upon any production of minerals therefrom to secure the payment to' the 
Government o a percentage royalty on production as may be provided for by the contract;V and 
represents 'a d undertakes that there are no claims, liens, or encumbrances upon the undersigned's 
right, title or interest In the land prior to that hereby granted to the Government other than 
the toiiowin4:/


6Q 


3. Undertakes and agrees neither to commit any act nor assert any! claim . 'in conflict 
with the prov sions of this Consent to Lien; and to give advance notice of the Government's rights 
under this Co sent to Lien to any subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any, 
of the unders gned's ri lit, title, or interest in the, 'land; and 


/ Either (a) insert the legal description of the land, or '(b) ' strike out the words "as follows" 
and insert. "in a lease [or contract, deed, or other document] dated	 '•	 .._., 


'and' record d in book page " official records of said county." If (b) is 
used, the bDok and page 6f recordation-cann'o't be dispensed with. If the space proiided'is insuf-
ficient, use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space. 


/ Mining or production from the land is not required, and in the absence of production there , is no 
obligation.to repay the Government.  


3j Write "nan 11 if that is the case. Do not leave lines blank.







4. Consents to all amendments and assignments of the contract without notice thereof, 


and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall extend and apply thereto. 


5. Added provision:  


Dated this 	 day of	 -	 , 195 


771" all 


[Seal] 


[Seal] 


certify that I am the  


(Secretary, etc..) of the corpOration named herein; that  


who signed this agreement was then  (President 


or Vice—President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf 


of said corporation by authority of its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate 


powers.







MF-203 _____ 


Revised Ma ch 24, 1955	 :	 EXPLORATIM PROJECT CONTRACT 


Operator_____________________________ 


I Docket No. DMEA-__________________ 


Contract No. Idm-E______________ 


.	
Contract Date  


IIEN CONSENT	
LL 


To the United .States of America,* 


Eeferring to that cert7-1and	 "County of _______________________• State of 


J*	 ' 


UA-c. u,M,. 


which isth subject of .a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter called the "contract," 


with-the U ited States of America,	 hereinafter called the "Government;" in consideration of the 


contract and as an' indtcement to the Government to enter into it, the undersigned hereby-- 


1.' Undertakes and.. agrees that property in which the Government may acquire. -an' interest 
oreqüity u4ae'r the contract may be dismantled, severed from the land, and removed, as may be pro-


vided in thb contract;' and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior 
and superiol to any adverse right or claim of the undersigned;. 


2. Grants to the Government a lien upon all of the undersigned's right,	 title,	 and 
interest in the land and upon any production of minerals-therefrom to secure the payment to the 


Government of a percentage royalty on production 'as may be provided for by the contract;2/ and 


represents a d undertakes that there are no claims, liens, or' encumbrances upon the undersigned's 
right,	 title, or interest in the land prior to that hereby granted to the Government other than 


the followin  


OW 


3. Undertakes and agrees neither to commit any act nor assert any claim in conflict 


with the provisions of this Consent to Lien; and to 'give advance notice of the Government's rights 
under this Cnsent to Lien to any subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any 


of the undersigned's right, title, or interestin the land; and 


)j Either	 (a) insert the legal' description of the land,	 or (b)	 strike out the words "as follows" 
and insert "in a lease [or contract, deed, or other document] dated  


and recorded in book 	 page 	 official records of said county." 	 If (b)	 is 
used, the 00k and page of recordationcainot be dispensed with.	 If the space provided is insuf-
ficient, ure an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space. 


/ Mining or roduction from the land is not required, and in the absence of production there is no 


obligation to repay the Government.  


J Write "non 11 if that is the case. 	 Do not leave lines blank.







4. Consents to all . amendments and assignments of the contract without notice thereof, 


and agrees that this Consent to Lien shall extend and apply thereto. 


5. Added provision:	 None 


IM


Dated this	 -'	
May 


day of 	 195 8 


[Seal] 


certify that I am the  


(Secretary, etc.) of the corpOration named herein; that  


who signed this agreement was then  (President 


or Vice—President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf 


of said corporation by authority of its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate 


powers.


[Corporate seal]


I 


Interior—Duplicating Section, WashintonC. 	 87113







of 
UNITED STATES 


101


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


R03^4, 13 OT	 =L 


May 20, 1955 


Mem randuia
	 1. 


To:	 Operating Coattee, D, 


Fro :	 DA Field Team, Region V. Knoxville 


Subject: Application from Lewie Aldridge, Spruce Pine, North Carolina, 


I	 Abernathy Nine, Mitchell County, North Carolina, (Mica). 


Enclosed are the original and two copies of the subject 
ap1ication, received here yesterday, with one copy of the lease and 
f'ivje copies of the Consent to Lien on the old form, FT-203. We are 
keping the fourth copy of the application for our use. 


Also enclosed are one copy each of a letter to the Applicant 
D. N. Larrabee and a Press Release by the Geological Survey, which 


Applicant submitted with the application. 


eobert A. Laurence 
Executive Officer 


V. 
Member 


cures







Form MF-103 
/ Revised Oct. 19S7


UrIfED STATES	 Bug.t ureau No. 42—R1035.3 


*EPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR	
Approval expires June 30, 1958 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


APPLICATION FOR AID IN—AN EXPLORATION PROJECT 
PURSUANT TO DMEA ORDER I, UNDERE 	 ODUCTION ACT OF 1950 AS AMENDED 


ear APPLICANT NOT TO USE THIS BLOCK 
Docket Number 


NAME ___________
on contract if one is executed)	 c 


The Old Abernathy Mines Date Received	
2 9. - 


c/o Lewie Aldridge 0/ Participation 
Region 


Spr ce Pine, North Carolina v 
Division Code


Loa 
BUSINESS ORGANIZATION LIST CORPORATE OFFICERS-OR PARTNERS HERE, IF APPLICABLE 


(Check one) Name	 Address	 Title 


Individual x LEWIE AIDRIDGE,	 SPRUCE PINE, N • C •	 OPERA TOR 
Corporation 
Partnership 
Other (Specify) LJ 


State in which firm is 
organized • 
Mineral(s) foi which you wish to explore I LOCATION OF PROPERTY 


MICA Name	 County	 State 


I Estimated Cost of Project 
$12, )..9O.( o frhe Old Abernathy Mine, Mitchell	 N. C. 


•	 GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 
Bfore filling out this application, please read DMEA Order—I, - 	 sketches should be used to supplement narrative descriptions 
Revised,	 "Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects." 	 of the property location and boundaries in item 1, existing 
To assure p ompt action, your application must provide all 	 mine	 workings	 and geology	 in item	 2,	 and the proposed 
applicable material and information specified on the back of 	 exploration project in item 4. 	 When this information is not 
this application form.	 Avoid unnecessary correspondence and 	 too complex, all of it may be shown On one map or sketch. 
delays	 by	 submitting complete	 and	 accurate	 information.	 All documents and other attachments submitted as a part of 
Please	 submt four copies of this application and all ac-	 this application, except those in item 2(g) which you mark to 
companying r apers except as otherwise noted. 	 Place your	 be returned, become the property of the Government and will 
name and ad ress on each sheet.	 Each item of information, 	 not	 be returned to the	 applicant.	 Send true copies, not 


maps,	 and r ports required as a part of this application is 	 originals,	 of leases,	 contracts,	 and other documents which 
described on the back of this form.	 Identify each attached	 are	 an essential part of your business records.	 File this 


statement by the item number to which it applies.	 If an item	 application	 with the Defense Minerals Exploration Adminis-


does not apply to your application, show the item number on	 tration,	 Department of the Interior,	 Washington	 25, D.	 C., 


your stateme t and after it write "not applicable."	 Maps or	 or with the nearest DMEA Field Office. 


CERTIFICATION 
The	 undersigned, whether	 as	 an	 individual,	 corporate	 mation	 set forth	 in	 this	 form and	 accompanying papers 
officer,	 partner, or	 otherwise,	 both	 in	 his	 own	 behalf	 is	 correct and	 complete,	 to	 the	 best	 of his knowledge• 
and	 acting for	 the	 applicant	 certifies	 that	 the	 infor-	 and belief.


gn 


p;( . 


L05010gtcn SurVcZ7 


A 
'J 


lfully fa'se	 rIeivror ce 
U.	 deitlSe.


OPERATOR 
Title 


ón to any Department or Agency of the United States Government is a criminal offense. 







INFORMATION REQUIRED WITH THIS APPLICATION 


1. Applicant's Property Rights: 
(a) State the legal description (section, township, and range; 


metes and bounds; patent number of claims) of the land upon which 


you wish to explore and all land adjacent to the proposed project 


area which you own or coni-rol. Describe any part of the project land 


or workings which should not be subject to Government lien for 
royalty payments. If the land consists of unpatented claims, state 


the book and page number for each recorded location notice, in-


cluding amended locations, and the place where recorded (court- 
house, recorder's office, county, and state). 


(b) State all the names by which you know the property. 


(c) State your interest in the land, whether owner, lessee, pur-
chaser under contract, or otherwire. If you are not the owner, submit 


with this application one exact copy of the lease, contract, or other 
document (with address of owner) under which you control the 


property.


(d) Describe all liens, mortgages, or other encumbrances on 
the property. 


2. Physical Description: 
(a) Describe in detail and illustrate with maps or sketches all 


mining or exploration operations which you know have been or are 
being conducted upon the lands, including existing mine workings. 


Describe all production facilities. 


(b) State your interest, if any, in operations stated in 2(a). 


(c) State, as far as you know, the past and current production, 


supporting your statement with copies of settlement sheets, mine 
records, or published data if available. 


(d) Describe known ore reserves on the property giving 
quantities and grades and sampling methods used, supporting your 
statement with copies of assay certificates and assay maps if 


available. 
(e) Describe by narrative and maps or sketches the geologic 


features of the property, including ore minerals, geologic formations 


if known, and type of deposit (vein, bedded, etc.). 


(f) State your reasons for expecting to find ore, and if you have 


sampled the area you propose to explore, show where the samples 
were taken, describe sampling methods used, and provide copies 


of assay certificates. 


(g) Send with your application at least two copies of all geologic 


or engineering reports, assay maps, or technologic information which 


you may have, indicating on each whether you require its return 


to you. 


3. Accessibility of Project: 
(a) To aid DMEA representatives who may be required to examine 


the property, state the name and address of the person who will meet 


the DMEA representative; give directions for reaching the property; 


and describe accessibility of the property including the mine 


workings.	 - 


(b) Name the shipping and supply points and places where 


employees reside and state the distances between them and the 


property. 


4. The Exploration Project: 
(a) Describe fully the proposed exploration project giving mdi 


vidual footages and sizes of openings for each item of uork. Us 


narrative, maps, plans, and longitudinal and cross sections a 


necessary. Show the location of the proposed work as related t 
geologic features such as veins, ore-bearing beds, contacts of roc 


formations, etc. Show also the relation of the proposed work to an 


existing mine workings and to property boundaries or to the closes 


identifiable corner. 


(b) If an access road to the project must be built, show th 
location on the property map and state the length, type, and con 


struction methods proposed. 


(c) In the event that an exploration contract with DMEA is exe 


cuted, how 'soon will the work start and how many months will b 
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required to complete it? State your anticipated average daily or 
monthly rate of progress for each type of work. 


5. Experience: 
State your operating experience and background with relation to 


your ability to carry out this exploration project, and also that of the 
person or persons who will supervise the operations. 


6. Estimate of Costs: 
Furnish detailed estimates of the costs for each item of the work 


proposed in 4(a) under the headings listed below with a total for each 
heading and the estimated total cost of the project. Costs for any 
work to be performed by an independent contractor should be shown 


separately under category (a) below. Costs for any work that is not 
to be performed by an independent contractor should be given in 


detail under categories (h) through (g). 


(a) Independent contracts. State the cost of any proposed inde-
pendent contract for the performance of all or any part of the work, 


expressed in units of work, such as per foot of drilling, per foot of 
drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard of material 


moved. Cost estimates should be supported by bids from three 
contractors if possible. (Note - If none of the work is to be con-


tracted, write "none" after this item.) 


(b) Personal services. For necessary supervision, engineering 
and geological services, and labor, include an itemized schedule of 


numbers, classes, rates of wages, salaries or fees, and periods of 
employment. State whether these technicians and employees are 


available. 


(c) Operating materials and supplies. List items of material and 
supplies with their cost. Include under this heading power, water, 


and fuel, and units of equipment ' and tools costing less than' 


$50 each. 


(d) Operating equipment. List items of operating equipment to be 


used giving specifications and indicating how each item is to be 


acquired - i.e., rented, purchased, or provided by the applicant. 


If it is rented or purchased, state the estimated rental or purchase 
price. If it is to be furnished by the applicant, give its present 


fair market value. 


(c) Initial rehabilitation and repairs. Describe the type and the 


cost of necessary initial -rehabilitation or repair of existing buildings, 


fixtures, installations (exclusive of mine workings), and movable 
operating equipment now owned by the applicant, which will be 


used on the exploration project. 


(f) New buildings, fixtures, installations. Describe each 


building, fixed improvement, and installation to be purchased, 


constructed, or installed for the exploration project stating specifi-


cations and cost including labor, materials and supervision. 


(g) Iliscellaneous. For the operating equipment listed in 


6(1), describe the type and estimate the cost of repairs and 
maintenance expected during project operations. Do not repeat 
initial repairs listed in 6(e). Show also the costs of analytical 


work, accounting, workmen's compensation and employees' liability 


insurance, payroll taxes, and other required costs that do not fall 


within the previous categories. 


Note - No items of general overhead, corporate management, 
interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or 


any other indirect costs, or work performed or costs 


incurred before the date of the contract, should be in-


cluded in the estimate of costs. 


1. (a) State whether you are prepared to furnish your share of the 


cost of the proposed project in accordance with the regulations on 
Government participation stated in Sec. 7 of )MiA Order—I, Revised. 


(b) ixplain to what extent you propose to furnish your share of 


the costs by providing money, by use of equipment owned by you, 


or otherwise. 


WASH.. D. C - 2'60







PAGE 1:  
APPLICATION I AID IN AN ECPLORATION PROJEC iwSUANT TO DNEA ORDER I. 


LE!IE ALDRIDGE, ABERNAIHY MINE 


1- (a) ¶Ie Abernathy Mine is located in Snow Creek Township, Mitchell County, North 


6arolina. In a plot of land now owned b, y John McBee, registered in Mitchell 


6ounty, North Carolina in Book # 121 , Page #)471 -. This plot of land is 


le sed to me from Mr. McBee, lease being registered in M itchell County, North 


C arolina in Book #	 , Page # 79. This exploration I= contract to cover 
a ertain part of said lease, the plot to consist of 5 acres being located within 


th boundries of said lease and more fully described as follows: Starting point 


at an old shaft inside the boundry of this 5 acre plot and line running 253 feet 


N70W to the beginning corner, a 30" Spanish oak in the boundry line, thence north 


60 1feet to a stake, thence west 537 feet across the railroad to a stake in the 
0	 o 


boundry line, thence with said boundry line 2x5bc S 13 E 380 feet to aistake, thence 


S goW 136 feet to a stake, thence S 380 W123 feet to a l)4' Spruce Pine, thence east 


54 feet to the 30" Spanish Oak beginning. 


(b) The Abernathy N±ne or The Old Abernathy Nine.
) 


(c) Lea e- Copy attached. 


(d) Non 


2- (a) This is an old mine and has been worked over a period óf60 years. There have been 


thr e shafts or open pits worked. The deepest shaft is-160-feet deep. Th1$ haft 


is now being worked by another company (this shaft starts o my lease but is now 


over on the property of another person) and is produci4garourd .tton of mica per 


week. BtO other shafts have been worked 60 Or 65 feet deep. There is lights, water 


and roads available to this mine. 


(b) I halve had no interest in the above operations. 


(c) The bernathy Mining Company has mined this mine for 8 years and have sold GSA 


a large amount of good ruby mica. The amount is not available to me. Before 


19521 this company sold to the ¶tr Heel Mica Company large amounts of sheet mica 


and ons of punch mica. 


(d) There is still a large reserve of pegmatite. The Department of Interior Survey 


Department have mapped this mine and have them on file in Washington. Bureau of Mines.
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(d) Thepegnatite lies in a fair quality of feldspar, some of which has been salvaged 


and sold. See attached paper marked tf]3fl in red pencil. 


(e) The, three mica viens exposed are from fifteen to thirt two feet thick with mica all 
parallel 


though the viens, the dppth is not known. The veins rim tai± with each other 


the mica is ruby and of stratigic quality. I am attaching a map covering the 


fi+e acres which I wish to explore. 


(f) I tjrish to explore this section because there has been no actual work in the section 


of stage I where I want to run the 200 feet of tunnel which would cut through three 


vi ens of mica and stage 2, the 75 .feet of tunnel would explore the veins from the 


old shaft (which produced a great deal of mica) to connect with the 200 feet of 


tiumelo I believe that each tunnel would produce a large amount of good quality 


micas Myers & Brown worked the shaft during the imixidm time of Colonial Mica 


Corporation and it produced an average of 1 ton of handcobbed mica per day. GSA 


might have the figures on the amount and percentage of good stained mica sold. these 


figures are not available to me. 


(g) I am sending 2 reports on this property which is all the printed matter that I 


hae available. They are marked "B" & tIC It with red pencil. 


3- 
(a) I ill meet the DMEA examiners at my office in Spruce Pine or any other place 


they might designate. I will go with them and show them the roads. There is a 


je p road from the hard surface road # 80 . This is about 2 miles. This is a 


goc d jeep road and is now in use. 	 S 


(b) Sp uce Pine, N. C.is is both the shippg and supply point. Fmployees will be 


local miners who will drive back and forth to work, 


I.- (a) I would like to start the 200 feet of tunnel below the railroad and go under the 


railroad up through the penatite criss-crossing the veins. I would like to start 


th 75 feet of tunnel in the old shaft to cross theveins and connect with the 


20 feet tunnel. See the attached map £pr a better description. 


(b) mel road is already built.
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Aldridge 


• (c) Wcrk would start within 5 days and finish in six months or less. We should pull 


fcur 9r five feet a day. 


5- (a) I am an experience mica miner. Having been mining since 1942 and I am now operating 


mines. I will supervise the operations and will have a well qualified mica 


er as foreman. 


would like for the operation contract to be based on a cost of unit contract. 


foot equalling 1 unit. Contract to be as follows: 


1 ¶Itinnel-. 200 feet © $450 • 00 .............................. $9000.00 


1 Tunnel- 75 feet @ 45.00 	 .........	 3375.00 


1 Tool House ..........' 	 75.00 


lPowder Magazine • ...................................... 	 25.00	 - 


1 Exploder Magazine	 ..............	 15.00 


Total Contractcot.......................................$121490.00	 S 


6- (a) I 


1


(b) Cost included in cost of units. 


(c)Also included in cost of units. 


(d) I+n the necessary equipment and all cost is to be included in cost of unit. 


(e)None 


(f)Se last 3 units above. 


(g)Not applicable 


7-
7- (a) Y	 - 


(b) N ney


CERTIFICATION '10 THE ABOVE SIGNED ON FORM NF*10
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 



GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.


IN REPLY REFER TO: 


- 


Mr. L$rie Aldridge 
A1dride Motor Company, Inc. 
Spruc Pine, North Carolina 


Dear $r. Aldridge: 


Your letter to the Bureau of Mines has been ref éiréd. to 
the Gologica]. Survey for reply, inasmuch as we mapped an stud.ie& 
the bernathy mine during World. War II. 	 -•	 - 


IOur final report covering the Spruce Pine dihá8b 
been /published., unfortunately, but the preliminary map and. sections, 
with Ja short statement describing the pegmatites, were open filed. in 
Janu4ry 1944. Copies of these are enclosed for your use. 


/ The Colonial Mica Corporation records have not been pub-
lish/ed., and therefore we are unable to furnish this information. 
Itowãer, I can say that considerable good mica was produced from 
thee pegmatites, especially the large one nearest the railroad. 


You may wish to refer to U. S. Geological Survey Bulletin 
936.'A, Muscovite in the Spruce Pine District, No. Car., by T. L. 
KiesLer and. J. C. Olson. On page 21 is a table showing character and. 
por factor of some saziWles tested. Three samples from the Abernathy 
143were ruby, and. the power factor ranged from .02 to .0 percent. 


tional information can be found on page 1i8 of U. S. Geological 
ey Professional Paper 225, entitled. "Physical characteristics of 
ercia1 sheet muscovite in the southeastern United States", by 


H. Jabna and F. W. Lancaster. 


I hope the attached. map and. sections, revised as of December 
, will be of use to you in your new development. 


Sincerely yours, 


Av rfabee
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ST # I!t OF WORTH CAROLINA, 


'COUNT! OF xrnzu.


TtB AMUMM 0? LEA SK Made ard entered tnt. 


this12th day of Mq 195$, by and between John 00,  Koflee, siz]..ó,	 • .• 


of the County of Mit chefl ?%d- State of North CrO1iM ,sometimes 


. heraim rter. . reerrd to as Lessor, i ind Lewis Aldridge of the Couxt7 • . 	
:	 • 


.	 .:	 ••	 •


 


of Avery a n:t $t-Ate of North C'ro1ii, *otiue hereizfter referred 	 .. . . 


	


.	 . to .it3 Lessee;	 . •	 ..	 0 • 	 ••	 • 	


: 	 : 


II	


That for and in aon,ideratio* of the ew* 01 GlEE 


.. : •	 • DOLLAR • paid,- br Lessee'to . the L.150r, the rec*ipt whereof is ker.t •	 • 0 


acknledged, Lessor, : for himself rind his heirs ad assIgns, hereby 


leases untot ' Leaaie for iinirg purposes that certain tract or 


paiccl of 1nd situat. in $n* Creek Township, Mitchell Court,*, State 


• of North Carolina, adjoining the lands of HerTau W. Johnson en the 


north; Toe River on thewest; N. L Rkrlesoa and .Lutb'. Johnson 0* 


•	 the south; B. L. Briggs and others on east and bounded as follows,, 	 •



vist


GI1ZW1 at a ttke on the north bank of Gouges 
ranch where the old White Oak ciwnsr stood, 	 • being the • beginning 


•	
corner of State Orant'#V from the State of U. (. to Job Thomas, which • 
Grant is dated Jurs 8th, 1876, and is of record in the office	 Register • •	


• H	 of Deeds of Mitchell Cotnty in nook 15 of Deeds pg 416, thicb is also • 


	


•	 the be gizutng corner of a deed from AbIjah Thomas to?. H. Abernat*7, •	 : 
• which deed is of z'or4 in.ths office of Register of Deeds for Mitchell 


County is look 39 of !)sóds'page 379, sa' ya being also Herman W. Johnson's 
•	 beginning corner, and nine west with the meanders of Gouges ranchjj' 
• • Herman V. Jotmson!s line to a strike at the zs*th of ed branwsn on. 


• .:.	 the mast bank of To. River; tnp y wtth	 sa	 Thr 
south I dere. 3Omimt.$ west 790 feet to a stke on the east ba*k of 


•	
•	 • said River	 .. ified by the letter $7W as shown oa.court map made in 


• • •	 •	 the can" of Pan]. Abernathy and Ella L. lorry vs • Ernest Johnson and 
•	 Norms Jobz*on as surveyed by George V. McKinney and Shelby Hall, 'Cour't 
• • • Suvsces; them up and with the meanders of said River south 1, west'. 


• •	 . •• • 531 feet to a.. itks on the Oast bank of said River identified by the • • •.	 •	 letter 000 on said map; thmtce . and with the meanders of said River •. • 
•	 .	 •	 south 13. east 428 feet to a stake an the east bank of said River idon-


tified by the letter "* as show on said map at or mar the location 
• •.	 ,. of the o]1 Spruce Pine cerner; thence up and with the aa*ders at said 


River. south 5 west 136 f..t to & stake on the east bank of said River 
•	 ,• •	 • as identified by the letter "I" on said map; thence up and with meanders •	 •	 of said River south 38 west 123 feet to a stake on the east bank of said •	 • River identified on said map by the figures 23 and also the figure 9 


•	 •	
where the Spruce flj cormnr formerly stood, the same being the corner
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S	 .	 1 


of tho iand conve7•d by the jw1gi*t of the Superior Courtin th 
.	 .	 .	 .	 :	 •


 
matt or above referred to, to Ernt Jotinonand I4ernfl Johnscs;  


	


.	 ;	 the•mQ ruzuting eaSt with theJohron lixw.542 teSttO astake in 	 •..	 . .. 


the east 1s ot thø Job Thos Grant whorl the old Black Oak corner.. 
gtQmo4 j, •a b.iig id.ntified On said ip	 thC f$gtu'.a 22 *th 
thend north with the eastern Una of t)W I .lbb Dos Ormt above  . : • .	 • • refer'ed to, tø •the beginning corner , contitninj 1o31 (twent .one uid • . •	 • . 


thfrt7-4ne hundredths) acres, *or. or ]øøs. 


This convyame in	 subject to easeint k.r*. 
S 	


tofor. aaquirei by South md Wet.rn Rai1oad Cornpai r, now 1irhfi.1d .	 .• 
iai1rod Co*Z.


Ard being same mad identical lands itherein an Uflw 


divided ó*.third (113) interest was devised unto H. X. 'Hickey and 


Jiute Hickey under mid pursuant to the Last Will ant ¶Lestant d 


Ella L. Berry, dsceasd, and conveyed bj deeds from then unto John 


C. Melos and-wherein an undivided two4hfrdø (2/3) interest was con-


veyed y that certain ded of date April 24th, 1958, fron Lewis Aldridge'. 


and wife Ceriuna . A. Aldridg., to John 0. MoB.., as appeari of record 


in the office of Register of Deeds for Mitchell County, 14. 0., in look 


of Deeds 14.. 121 on peg. 471, Dlaoing the too., simp)* tit l, in John Co. 


Jtcflee.


Lessor for h&mMlf awl his heirs and assigns lesess 


unto the ss1iL1 Lewis Aldridge, Lessee, for mining pnposes the herein-. 


above deec'ibed lands and it is *Lual]y agreed between bath parties 


hereto thai, this lease shall be for a yeriod of five (5) years, provided 


that if at the end of said five-year period, Lessee shall have fully 


complied with the terms of this lease and shall have paid all of the 


.rclalttes 00  due, then Leaseo my at his option, have a fiv..Tear 


additional øzt.neion of this leave upon the sums terms and conditions 


• 85 contained in this 1585*.	 ..	 .	 ••	 : 
The royalty payable hereunder shall be as folL.i.: 


For all feldspar mined, remove and ziarkated from 


the heein leased premises, fifty oeI*s per long ton of 2240 poundS; 


tar all miCa ined,reoved and nrketed y Lessee, one-eighth (1/I) 


•f the sslliné price wher so ].d; and for any other atn.rals encountered 


by Lessee, 104 0! the selling price of such minerals PW)YIDW that 


Lessee can sa$ and market . -such other4neral$ at a profit with no 


obligation on is part to sals aid market such other minerals unless 


the same be t .*ni to be profitable to a aid Less...
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The roy'alties payable hereunder ehaU be paid on 


or Wore the 15th day of each succeedire n*nth hereafter for all 


minerals of evez7 kirA mined, removed and marketed by Lessee durt*g 


the preceding month,payab]a ty check ar4 with sack check ac companied 


by tiue and acurt copiec of all 8U0h 31es and said Lessor is herebr 


uh(rtzed to go upon and, oxaatne the herein leased premises at will 


at all reasonable hours a1 to e. miue , at all rwonab1e t im a, the 


recoz,̂ ds of Lessee prt4nLx to c31s of minerals therefrom. 


LeSBO? £cxr rnet nd his heir  and, assigns grants 


unto Lessee the right md., privilege to nlne said premises in a trk'.. 


a*n]4ke intuner aceoring to the etblizhed ciztøm for sue h rdnbg 


without resort to the practice cooniy known as *grounduhGgging 


usinj espeeial care not to per1t rocks or waste to fall or be deo 


posited upon the right of i' of Clinchfleld R4lrcad Corupax =1 egg 


thezwiøe providedconent of said !at1road oipanr; to use all 


kind of machinery ded by him to be recessari In mining the same 


together with the right to erect and z nave mining machinery, etc., 


at will, to use non-mehant able timber off thc saw for mining pnr-


Peed and to construct zd..use- thereon builcings ' fc raining purposes. 


Lessee does hereby agreo'to and with the Lessor that 


he i4U conduct his nining opsrtions be render in such a manner so as 


to nnint$n at all tines te statue a1 an inclependant contretor; to 


obtain nd keep in force such workaene' ccnpensation insurance as may 


be rcuired by law relative to such mining operations nd generally 


to eve and keep Lessor harmless in dnages relative to eai4 mining 


operti on.


Leasee nereby agrees to nd with the Lseec that 


upon the expiration or Sooner termInt ion of this lease tht ho will 


leavO are' excavations made by him on the herein leased premises open 


and reaaonatly clean, slides ,4nd: cave-ins excepted, and with all timbers 


tulle in p'ace. 


It is further agreed Vat said Lessee shall have 


full rights of ingress, egress ard regress to and from the herei* leased 


premises together with the right to comtrnct and use roads for mining







pmsp.* over said. pnde.s, to erect adue •phar line's, pcwer 


ul*, pipe lines and generally, to do everything needful and a.. 


c.eery to the successful dntrq wd rewving of said $n.rais frcz 


the hz'.i* 1.**.d pre4s.s subject a1wsra to the .aii.aatt and rights 


d' Clithchtield Railroad Company in relatton thereto. 


it is agre.d between all parties hereto that upon 


the Oxpifttio* or sooner termination of this lease or sr renewal o 


t hi 1axo' that X.seaee shall haYo sixty dq. tber.after within which to 


reaoYe all his èiiry ird equipu fron the herein leased predee*. 


It is tur the r tmatiUy qreed between both pirtie e 


hereto that Lessee :will begin n1nt operations ** the herein leased 


proni3ts within 30 d4e after the oxeottion of this 'lease and will 


condct bona fide 4T11Z* operatione thereon aM Ut.reimder conttnoua1y 


ther*aiter it being understood id agreed that if 8a4 Lessee shall 


cease rand fail to conduct bo'n tide .ining operations on said premisesi 


for *rW -ows period of 0 eenssouttve dsys, unless hindered by sow cause 


beyoid his cøntrolj shall tail to pay the royalties as hereinabove pro 


vided for or shall othrwtse tail to comply with the teras or conditions 


of this lease, then Lesser sey, at is -option, declare this Is, a" con. 


pletóly null !nd void and of no *ffect and may, without notice of air 


kind, re-enter mid re-take possession of the herein leased premises afld 


Lese., ipon his pert, raay ter*inits this lease at will by first giving 


30 diqe written notice to Lessor of his intention so to do, oy completely 


comp&yix with all stipulations in this lease contained and by paying 


all royalties then due. 


It is further mutually understood and agreed between 


Lessor and Lessee that this written lease is tim whole and ontre lease 


betWeen Lessor'iind his heirs and assigns and Lesaeø and that any change 


to be nude in said lease c'ntDact shall be made in writing with the sane 


fornPility as corthined in this lease and that this lease shall not be 


trs4eterabl. except with the written assent of the Lessor or his heirs 


or 4ssigns.
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June 26, 1958 
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OFFICIAL FILE COPY 


Date I Surname' 	 1 Code 


Memorandum 


To:	 Mr. C. 0. Mittendorf, Administrator. 


From:	 Lawrence G. Houk, Director, Division of 

Nonmetallic Minerals 


Subject: Evaluation of application and field examination report 
Docket No. DNEA-5029-Mica 
The Old Abernathy Mines 
(I.wie Aldridge) 
The Old Abernathy Mine 
Mitchell County, North Carolina 


Denial of the application is recommended. 



Mica:	 No data available as to quality or past production. 



Pegmatite: Only data listed in the report -- pegmatite 10 to 
25 feet thick and composed of coarse-grained 
plagioclase, microcline, muscovite intergrown with 
biotite and quartz. No good exposures are available. 
Two parallel pegmatites, northeastern and the south-
eastern which is the target of Applicant's proposed 
project. 


Old Workings: Shafts, drifts, and stopes. No work done on 
southeast pegmatite since World War II, and Larrabee 
states in U.S. Geological Survey, Blue Ridge manuscript, 
that the No. 1 pegmatite has been largely worked out 


- where the Applicant wants to explore. 


• Method of exploration: Proposed by Applicant: 
1 "tunnel" - 200 ft. © M5 /ft.	 49, 000.00 
1 "tunnel" - 75 ft. @ 45 ft.	 32375.00 


Construction - toolhouse, powder and 


	


exploder magazines	 115.00 


	


Total requested	 412,490.00 


The 200 foot "tunnel" is designed to start below the 
C.C.O. Railroad tracks (See Applicant's map) inter-
cepting "veins." The 75 foot "tunnel" starts from 
shaft to connect with 200 foot "tunnel."


823
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Comments: There appears to be some conflict as to designation 
.of pegmatites. The writer is led to believe from the 
reports that the No. 1 pegmatite is the target for 
the proposed project, yet the examiners state that 
recent underground work by the Applicant and others 
has been on No. 2 pegmatite. However, larrabee sug-
gests that both No. 1 and No. 2 pegmatites do not 
plunge under the railroad. Therefore, it seems to 
this Division that the Applicant's proposed explora-
tion work would be conducted up a blind alley in the 
country rock, lacking geological criteria and, there-
fore, not justified. 


Recommendations: The Division of Nonmetallic Minerals and the 
Commodity Members of the Bureau of Mines and the 
Geological Survey concur in the Field Team's recom-
mendation to deny the application. 


W. C. Anderson 
Division of Nonmetallic Minerals 


WCAnder son :gad 6/26/58 
Copy to: Admr. R. File 


Mr. Houk
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JUN 3ol95a 


The Old Abernathy Mines 
c/a W. Levis Aldridge 
Spruce PIne, North Carolina


Re: rocket No. D-5094 
The Old Abernathy Mins 
The Old Abernathy Mine 
Mitchell County, 1ortb Carolina 


Dear Mr. Aldridge: 


!our application for aid for an exploration project 
and other reports available to us in Washington relating to the 
subject property have been reviewed. 


Projects approved by the Defense Minerals Exploration 
Administration must, in its judgment, show definite promise of 
yielding naterials of acceptable grade in quantities that will 
significantly Improve the mineral supply position for the National 
Defense Program. 


Careful study of all our information indicates to us 
that the probability of disclosing significant reserves of mica 
is not sufficiently promising to justify Govertent participation. 
We regret to advise you that, under these circtstancea, your 
application for exploration assistance is denied. 


We wish to thank you for your interest in the Defense 
Minerals Program and for bringing your property to our attention. 


Sincerely yours, 


C 0 ittendorf 


Administrator 


WCAnderson:gad 6/26/58 
Copy to: Admr. R. File 


Operating Committee	
0 


Field Team, Region V 
Mr. Kiiisgaard, 5222 
Mr. Dietrich, 3061 
Mr. Houk
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UNITED STATES 


/— lIMPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
SURVEYGEOLOGICAL 


V-4—, 
1 
1	


WASH I NGTON :


IN REPLY REFER TO: 


June 26, 1958 


L.G.Kouk,Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 To H. Kiilsgaard, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of Field Team Einination Report, DMA 5029 
(Mica) Old Abernathy Nine, Mitchell County, North Carolina 


The applicant proposes to explore the Old Abernathy Mine 
'by driving, a 200-foot edit from the edge of the North Toe River 
beneath the C.C. and D. Railroad and southeastward into the 
Abernathy property. He also proposes to drive a 75-foot drift 
southerly from the Old Abernathy shaft to connect with the 200-foot 
edit. Cost of the project is estimated at $12,490. 


Field examiners recoimnend denial. of the application. 
They point .out that the southeaatpeguiatite has apparently not 
been worked since World War II, although it was a good producer 
at thai tine. The No. ., pegmatite, however, appears to have 
been largely worked out in the area where the applicant wants to 
work. There is even doubt that the No. 1 and. No. 2 pegmatites 
plunge under the railroad, in which case exploration in that area 
would be wasted. 


In view of the field exaln(Tlers' recommendations and in 
the light of the description of the property made by Dave Larrabee, 
I concur that the applicant's project does not warrant exploration. 
I therefore recoimind that the application be denied. 


•T. H. Kiilsgaard.
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PEDJUN24 1958 UNITED STATES 
R'A91MENT OF THE INTERIOR 


!! " I v,r J2t4: 
BUREAU OF MINES 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


June 214, 1958 


öIMinera1s Division 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 Acting Chief, Branch of Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials 


Subject: ]1EA-5029 (mica) 


Applicant: Lewie Aldridge 


Name and Location of Property: Old. Abernathy Mine, Mitchell County, N. C. 


Date of Field Team Report: 6/18/58 


Date Rec 'd. by Br. of Ceramic & Fertilizer Materials: 6/23/58 


Field Team Recommendation: Recommend denial of application. 


Comments:
I. A mica bearing vein crossing this property and designated 


as No. 2 pegmatite is being worked by the applicant and by another 
company.


2. Applicant wishes to explore what appears to be a past 
producing area of pegmatite'  No. 1, 


3. Geologic reports indicate that pegmatite No. 1 has 
been worked. out. 


Recommendation: 


I concur with the recommendation of the field team for 
denial of the application.


Donald R. Irving
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UNITED STATES 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERI( 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMIN ISTRATI 


ROOM 13 POST OFFICE BLDG. 

KNOXVILLE 2, TENN. 


June 1, 195


V 
jH. 


I	 o 1958 L! I 
Li:j\I P  


Memorandum 


To:	 Operating Committee, DMEA Ash
• From:	 D1A Field Team, Region V Koxvflle, Tennessee 


Subject: Field Examination Report - DMEA-5029 (mica) 
Lewie Aldridge, Spruce Pine, N. C. Applicant., 
Old Abernathy Mine, Mitchell County, N.C. 


Transmitted are three copies of the subject 


examination report with maps attached. 


The Field Team concurs with the recommendations 


by the Field Examiners that this application be denied. 


PI-1 c p4L A - - - - '*^^ 
Robert A. Laurence 
Executive Officer, DMEA 
Region V 


Wm, A, Beck, for V. J. Lynch 
Member Bureau of Mines 


Reviewed by



DMEA OPERATING COMMITTEE 


(date)
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UNITED STATES


To 


 


DEPARTIU ENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION 


FIELD EXAMINATION REPORT

REGION V 


DMEA029 OLD ABERNATHY MINE (mica) 
Mitchell Pounty, 14o Co 


F. G. Lesure, Geologist 
Geological Survey 


and 


S. A. Feitler, Mining Engineer

Bureau of Mines


Reviewed by



DMEA OPERATING COMMITTEE 


June 17, 195	 4 2	 SF 
(date)
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DA EXPLORATION PROJECT 


FIELD EXAMINATION REPORT 


DA509 (mica) OLD ABERNATHY MINE 
Mitchell County, North Carolina 


Applicant: Lewie Aldridge, Spruce Pine, North Carolina 


UJVflARY 


INTRODUCTION 


Location: The Abernathy mine is on a steep west slope overlooking 


the North Toe River about 0.7 mile S091 of Bandana post office, 


Mitchell County, North Carolina. The mine can be reached by 4 


wheel-drive vehicles on a rough dirt road about 0.5 mile long 


leading west from North Carolina State road 80, 


Examination: The examination of the Abernathy mine was made June 3, 
195 and lasted about five hours. Messrs. Milt Burleson, Léwie 


on the Old Morris Putman mine (D1V A4430) along the railroad south







page-2 Abernathy mine. DIVA-5029 


of the main mine. Mining is going on today from a shaft northeast 


of the No.2 cut e and also from two shafts in the No.2 cut. 


The latter two shafts have been sunk since the war time 


mapping. The northeastern shaft is 35 feet vertical, 63 feet 50 


and 20' vertical; the southwestern is 48 feet -65 0 with a loft 20. 


feet from the bottom. A large stoped area in the No.2 pegmatite 


has been worked mostly from the NE shaft. Production data for this 


work are not available. 


Apparently little or no work has been done in the Noel 


Electric power and water are available at the mine. Mine 


buildings northeast of the No.2 cut are used by the Abernathy 


Mining Company which is mining in the adjoining property. 


GEOLOGY 


The geology of the Abernathy mine area is described by 


Larrabee(Abernathy Mine, unpublished U.S. Geol, Survey manuscript, 


copy attached). The recent underground work by the Applicant and 
others has been on the No.2 pegmatite. This body is 10 to 25 feet 


thick and is composed of coarse-grained plagioclase, microcline, 


muscovite intergrown with biotite and quarts. Strategic muscovite 


has been produced from this pegmatite but no data are available as 


to the amount or quality. At present the Applicant is doing some







.	 . 


page-3. DIYIEA-5029 


work on this pegmatite but stoping to the northeast has stopped 


because of the property line. 


The target pegmatite is the one worked in holes 1 and 3. 


No good exposures of this pegmatite are now available. Larrabee 


(p. 4 & 7) states that the pegmatite has been largely worked out. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


We recommend that exploration assistance be denied. Very 


little mining has been done on the southeastern pegmatite since 


World War II and Larrabee states that it is largely worked out. 


The Applicant does not control the land to the northeast where re-


serves in this pegmatite (Larrabee, p .7) may still be present. 
We see no justification on the ground or in Larrabee's


report and maps for the Applicant's proposed 200 foot tunnel driven 
under the railroad. In fact Larrabee suggests that both the No. 1 
and No.2 pegmatites do not plunge under the railroad. 


F. G. Lesure, Geologist 
Geological Survey (DNEA 


5. A. Feitler, Mining Engineer 
Bureau of Mines (DHEA) 
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ABEFNATHY MINE 


MITCHELL COUNTY, N.C. 


by 
D. M. Larrabee 


The Abernathy mine (J) is about three and a half miles-
(./) , Plate	 . Maps & sections of Abernathy mine 


south-.southwest of' Bakersville, N. C..,. three-quarters of a mile west 


of Bandana, on the steep west slope overlooking the Toe River. Local 


sources indicate-the-ownership of the property by Job Thomas about 


iO. Later owners were Harge Thomas and Col. Rorison. The present 


owners are Paul Abernathy, of Asheville,. N. C. (two-thirds interest) 


and Mrs. Ella L. Berry of Spruce. Pine, N.C.	 . 


The workings (P1.) include two large, steeply dipping, partly 


open stopes on parallel pegma .tites, and a number of old cuts and 


largely inaccessible underground workings higher on the hillside 


the northeast. The mine was worked from atout 1890 to 1903 by 


P.H. Abernathy, Sam Patrick and Dave Berry, in 1931 by Y. C. Sparks, 


in 1933 by E. , C. Norman, in 193 by Y. C. Sparks and E. L. .Westall, 


and in 1939 and 1940 by W. Co and Marvin .McKinney in the No.2 stope. 


The Meyer.-Brown Corporation of New York City, purchased the mining 


lease from Will McKinney and began operations in May 1942, continuing 


until about January.. 1944.. The southeast pegm.àtite was largely mined 


out, from openings no. 1 and no.3. The northwest pegmatite was 


also mined considerably in no.2 stope but was abandoned because of 


the low yield, of trimmed mica from the mine-run. A shaft was sunk 


near the old "A" iorkings but was abandoned at a depth of 50 feet







2 
when it failed to encounter pegmatite. W. C. McKinney again 


worked the mine for about six months starting in July 1944, opening 
the shallow cut-(C.11) just north of the no. 1 opening. 


The area is underlain by'mica schist, mica.gneiss and hornblende 
gneiss. The mica schist is a highly crenulated rock containing 


muscovIte, biotite, kyanite, feldspar and quartz. The mica gneiss is 


well banded and generally much lighter in color than the schist and 


is distinguished from it by much higher content of feldspar. Contacts 
between mica schist and gneiss are , gradationa. The hornblende gneiss 
consists of thin layers of Light-. colored feldspathic rock interlayered 
with a dark-colored hornblende-rich rock. Contacts between hornblende 
and mica gneiss are gradational, the hornblende content decreasing 


and the biotite content increasing as the mica gneiss is approached. 


Red garnets are present in both gnelsses and the schist. 
The foliation of the country rock generally strikes about norhh- 


east and dips steeply to the southeast. In the southwestern part of 
the area thestrike is more northerly and the dip more gnntle to the 


east A syncline, plunging gently to the north-northeast, is exposed 


in the northwestern part of thearea. Axes of minor folds commonly 
plunge gently to the northeast. 


Several'pegmatates conformable to the foliation of the mica 


schist trend northeast and dip steeply to the southeast. Contacts 
between pegmatite and schist are sharp. The pegmatites mined in the 
old open cut in the northeast part of the mapped' ,,area ad in workings 
"Aft and ttBTt are so poorly exposed that their extent and relationships 


are obscure. They are believed to warrant no further development. 


The pegmatite-in workings "A" appears to be narrowing







3 
downward at the atht level, it may be a continuation of the 


pegmatite mined in the recent shallow open cut ("C") just north of 
the n6.1 opening. Mica is associated with aquartz mass and large 
quantities of biotite. In workings "B" the pegmatite is extremely 
irregular and the mica small and of poor quality. 


The pegmatite' in the "C" workings (see section BB', p1 '1 
• lensed out in the bottom of the cut and,seems to bend more to the 
• north as traced northeastward. The' gneiss' is closely crumpled, 


•	 below the rounded pegtite' keel and seems ' to bend. around the 
bottom. The pegmatite onsists Of plagio:claée, quartz, muscovite,' 
and hiotite with . a little pyrite, much of the mica was formed 


•	 along cruved fractures.•.	 '.	 :	 ,	 . 


In the stope 'reached;by openings No. 1 and No.3 an unusual 
pegmatite seemingly shaped like the lower half of an..-ellipsoid has 


been largely mined out. Below no.1 opening the keelof the peg-


matite pitches 40 degrees southest paral)el to minor rolls in the 
walls above this point. Below the no.3 opening the keel pitches 
similarly in the opposite direction, The bottom of the pegmatite 
is thus roughly semicircular in longitudinal section (see projection 
D-D', p1. ). In cross-section also the keel is rounded and the 


foliation of the schist bends around thebottom from hanging wall 
to footwall position (see seco C-C', D-E', and F-F', p1,	 ). 
The thickness ranges from about 9 to 15 feet. The pegmatite as 
medazn- to coarse .grained pl cro-c rock. The 
central part of the body is generally coarser grained than the outer
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parts. Plagiocia& is the predominant feldspar. Muscovite and 


biotite are unusually abundant ..and are distribithed throughout all 


parts of the pegmatLte but are especially concentrated in the 6- 


et next the hargng wall. Inthvdual books of mus'oviteand 
botite are as large as 1 by 1 iE feet across. Biotite is approxi- 
mately one-half as ahw'dant9 as rnuscovt, Garnet is relatively 


common,* 


The pegrnatite opened by the no. 2 stope is thicker than the 
others, ranging in thickness from about 13 to 25 feet. It apparently 
continues some distance-to  the northeast and to depth. At the 
southwest end its crest ether plunges blw the schist at the rail- 
road,or more liJely, its keel bottoms on the same formation, the 


pegmatite never reaching the railroad below the surface. The peg-
tnatlt p is of simlar coipo sit ion to the others though in general 
it as coarser grained. It is vaguely zoned' 	 central portion 
being coarser grained and microcline - and quartz-rich. Locally 


outer parts of the pegmatite also have much microeline. The micro- 


dine is perthtic, s'ibhedral to aniedra3, and individual masses 
are as much as 3 feet across. Pods consstirg of quartz with 
abmidart small muscovite books are present in all portions'.of the 
pegmatite, and some quite thick quartz masses are reported near the 


middle with mcroc1ine areas. Stringers of the quartz-muscovite 


rock, apparently fracture-controlled, extend', from some of the pods. 
One such stringer is about 10 feet, long and 1/2 to 1 in thick, 


It consists of a sres of overlappi.ng muscovite books,as much as 
3 by . 5 inches in size, rnth interstitial quartz, Similar mica
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Ib


c. 


streaks commonly appear to have been deposited along ctrved 


fractures and can not be definitely associated with the quartz- 


muscovite pods. Muscovite is aburulart throughout the pegmatite 


but most is so badly ruled, sharply 'rerlated and iritergrown 


with bioti.te as to be of little value. Small apatite crystals are 


..rare•and are reported by •1. (. Valentine to be flüôresccnt. Light, 
green seri1te forms a coating on many minerals. 


An undeveloped barren pegmatite in the southeastern part4 of 


the mapped area s in -.contact with mica schist although it is in an 
area of hornblende gneiss. This suggests either that the pegmatite 


Altered the 1'ornblenegneiss to nuca 5chist or that the pegmatite 
was injected into	 rrow lens of schist surrounded by hornblende 
gne 1s. 


)he muscovite is ruby colored. Rooks 6 by 9 inches n sifle 
are rommon but the average is about 4 by 6 inches, The chief 
imperfection is ruling, commonly in two directons, and is most 
pronounced in the mica fror the no.2 stope. Cracks, and clay stains 


are common, Many of the books are intergrown w'th biotite, and "&" 
structure is present iI n. some...A few light green b6o1s of movite 
about 1 by 1 i'h in size were foirnd in the dump mteria1, fluch of 


the mi'a, however, as exceUnt quality, hard, flat, and generally 
free from inclusions. The size of the trimmed sheet is generally small. 


The pegmatte opened by:,no. 3. and no *.3. workings appears to he 
the za most Promising for future pro 'icton, Alt hougn the south 
end of the body as nearly mined out;, an -appreclable anount of 


unnianed pematite with consirlerab)e mica eiposed remains to the 
northeastof the rorkings,
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Th. Old Abernathy Mines 
w'o W. Lawle Aldridge 
Spruce Pine, North Carolina


RAI Ify, %W N.- M


OFFICIAL FILE COPY 


[MEA Form 7 
(l26)


Dear W. Aidridge t


Re t Docket No.	 A-509.4 
The Old. Abernathy 241nes 
The Old Abernathy l4ine 
Mitchell County, North Carolina 


The application for assistance in exploring your 
property, under the captioned docket number, has been revieved 
by the Division of Noeta11ic Minerals of the Defense Minerals 
Exploration Administration. It has been referred to 
Mr. Robert A. Laurence, Executive Officer, D1EA Field Team.. 
Region V, doom 13, Poet Office Building, Knoxville 2, Tennessee. 


The iegiona1 Office will contact you in regard to your 
project if additional information is required. Any assistance 
you may give the members of the Field Team will be appreciated. 


•	 Sincerely yours, 


•	 C. 0. Mittendor 


Administrator 


LGHouk:gad 6/5/58 
Copy to: Admr. R. File 


Operating Committee 
Field Team, Region V 
Mr. Killsgaard, 5222 
Mr. Dietrich, 3061 
Mr. Houk


8623 
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Me I 


Mr. Robert A. Laurence 
xecuti,e Officer, )WA 


?1ei4 Team, Region V 
Room 13, Post Office Bldg. 
ncxviUe 2 1, Tenesaee


Be: Docket o. D2t5O29-4ica 
The Old Abermat1y."'Ines 


•	 The Old ibernathy nine 
•	


Mitchell County, North Carolina 
Dear Yr.  Laurence: 


Please rvieir the subject application and arrange 
• for a field examination if you deem it necessary. 


Copies of memoranda dated-May 26 and 27, 1958, by 
!'. L L Nelson, U3G&, and 	 W. F. Dietrich, USBM, reapective1, 
relating to the project are enelosed. There is also enclosed 


• a copy of the application for the use of the Field Them. 


Iàu will note that in our letter to the Applicant we 
made no refexence to a field examination as you ray not find 
time to schedule one If needed,


ncerely yours, 


George C. Se1fridg 


Chairnan, Operating Ccittes6" 
Approved:	 • 


Frank D. Lamb	 • 


ri r mr*,.	 -	 r 
)*b.r, B=eau of )dl 4s 


'i'bor U. Kiilsgaard 
Geological SurTe 


1aelosiwes 5	 . 


LGHouk:gad 6/5/5 
Copy to: Adinr. R. File 


Operating Committee 
Mr. Kiilsgaard, 5222 


• 	
• Mr. Dietrich, 3061 


Mr. Houk


• 	 • 	 8623
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UNITED STATES 
DEPAMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


2-' a 
T


BUREAU OF MINES 
bOO WASHINGTON 25, D. C.


May 27, 1958 


me 
To:	 Nonmetallic Minerals Division 


Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 Chief, Branch of Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials 


Subject: EM-5029 (mica) 


Applicant: Lewie Aldridge 


Name and Location of Property: The Old. Abernathy Mine, Mitchell 
County, N. C. 


Date Application Rec'd.. by Br. of Ceramic & Fertilizer Mtls.: 5/26/58 


Connuents:
1. This is an old mine from which a large quantity of 


good-quality mica has been produced. 
2. Applicant wishes to explore ground which he states 


has not been mined, before. 
3. Applicant! a. proposed work on two intersecting tunnels 


appears to include duplication of work. 
1. If tunnel under railroad is contemplated, legal rights 


should be ascertained. 


Recommendation: 


It is recoimnended that the field team visit this mine when 
in that vicinity to ascertain if an exploration project is justified. 
If so, the field team and applicant should agree on a definite plan 
of exploration on a unit-cost basis. 


W. F. Dietrich
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 


UNITED STATES 
TMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


May 26, 1956 
Re: DM 5029 


Lewie Aldridge 
Abernathy Mine 
Mitchell County, North Carolina 
$12,490.00 - Mica 


Mmorandum' 


To:	 L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


N. E. Nelson, U. S. Geologies]. Survey 


Subject: Review of application 


The applicant requests assistance in exploring by crosscuts., 
275 feet, a block of ground believed to contain hitherto unworked 
parts of pegmatite's from which strategic mica has been mined. 


Referral of the application to the Field Team for appropriate 
action is recommended.	 - 


N. E. Nelson
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE. INTERIOR 



DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 

WA !W I N 	 C. 


The Old Abernathy M.Anes. 
c/o FTr. LeTJIC Aldridge 
Spruce Pine, North Carolina


IT., It:JA-5029 
L.	 .	 j	 subject: 


Dear 71jrr. Aldridge:	 .	 .	 . 


Your application for , exploration assistance, dated 


ra—fl, l93	 . . submitted to our office at Koul	 nresee 


D'EP O2 
has been assigned.DooketNUXflber 	 and referred to the 


iealiic, LnóraIs Division in the Washington office. 


Kindly identify all f\rture. óorespondenc e relating to your 


application by this Docket Number. 


Sincerely yours, 


Allen S. Dakan, Director 
Operations Control and 
Statistics Division	 •. 


-Copy to: Region V,.	 .
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