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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATINLVJU 


o©r 3 OT OIIC 
/ 


June 3, 1958	 lj TL 


Memorandum 


To:	 Operating Committee, DPFA, Washington 25, D. C. 


From:	 Field Team, DMEA, Region V, Knoxville, Tennessee 


Subject: Application from Minerals Development Co., Inc. 
Burnsville, North Carolina 
Silvers Mine, Yancey County, North Carolina (Mica) 


Enclosed are the original and two copies of the subject 


application, received at this office, with one copy of the lease 


and six copies of the Consent to Lien. The Applicant's property 


map is attached to the application, 


We are keeping the fourth copy of the application for our 


use


Laj' 
Robert A. Laurence 
Executive Officer 


V. 7J.WLynj, Member 
Bureau of Nines 


Enclosures 10







CONSENT TO LIEN 


and 


ORDINATION AGREEMENT / 


MF-205 


(Combines and supercedes MF-2	 nd MF-203) 


June 1956


_____	 Qj,flJent'sUseQniy 


EXPLO	 ON PROJECT CONTRACT 


Operator_._._ 


Docket No. DMEA-_________ 


Contract No. Idm-E 	 - 


Contract Date__________________________ 


To the United St 


Referring to that certain land in the County of 	 YANCEY	 , State of 


NORTH CAROLINA	 -, described as follows:. 2/ BEGINNING ON a stake on the side of the 
mountain above the middle forK of Boleis Creek said stake being South 63 0 East 207.5 feet 


point of begirin±ig:. South 27° West ' 210 feet up the mountain to a stake; thence North 630 
West415 feet CX'Ot's the aide of the mountain to a take; thence North '27 ° East 420 feet 
down the mountain to a stake, thence South 63° East 415 feet across the mountain to a 
stake, thence South 27° West 210 feet up the mountain to the point of BECINNIMa, containing 
4 acres, and beina 4 acre tractdth1n the Ray Boundary. 'Recorded In 1ëedBook 19 at 
page 166, Record's . ,6f Deeds for Yancey county, North Carolina'.  


which is the sub'*' of a proposed exploration project contract, hereinafter calld the "contract," 
with th& UI.ted States of America, hereinafter called the "Government;" in consideration of the 
contract and as an inducement to the Government to enter into it, the undersigned hereby--


1. Undertakes and agrees that property in which the Government may acquire an' interest 
or equity under the contract may be dismantled, severed from the land,.and removed, as may be pro-
vided in the contract; and the Government's interest and equity in such property shall be prior 
and superior to any •adverse right or claim of the undersigned; 


2. Grants to the Government •a lien upon all of the undersigned's right, title, and 
interest in the land and upon any production of minerals therefrom, tà'	 ure''the 'payment to the

Government of a percentage royalty on production . as may be provided for by the Contract; 


3'.'' Subordinates the* 'ümider'signed'sright, title, claim, or interest in or against the 
land and in any production therefrom to the rights of the Government ifnder 'the contract with respect 
to royalty on production" and liens ,o,, secure same;  


4. Represents and undertakes that there is no claim, lien, or encumbrance upon the 
undersigned's right, title, claim, or interest in or against the land other than the following: 
(If "none" insert the word "none." Do not leave lines blank.) 	 , 


NONE  


/ Mining or production from the land is not required; and in the absence of production there is no 
obligation to pay, rbyalty to the Go ye;rnment	 .. 


2/ Either (a) 'insert the' legal description .of . the land, or. (b) .strike out the words ".s follows" 
and insert "in a' lease[or contract, deed, .o.r other document] dted  
and recorded in Book _, Page	 . ' .	 '	 official records of said.county." If (b)

is used, the bo'ok, and pageof rec ,ordati'on cannot b,e dispense,d with. , If the space provided is 
insufficient use an Annex, and refer to the Annex in the space







NU


5. Undertakes and agrees (a) neither to commit any act nor assert any claim in conflict 


with the provisions of this Agreement; and (b) to give advance notice of the Government's rights 


under this Agreement to any subsequent transferee, mortgagee, encumbrancer, or lessee of any of the 


unersigned's right, title, claim, or interest in or against the land, or any production therefrom 


furnishing the Government with two copies of such notice; and 


6. Consents to all amendments (including an agreement of termination) and assignments of 


the contract without notice thereof, and undertakes and agrees that this Agreement shall extend and 


apply thereto. 


7. Added provIsion: 	 NONE	 (State "None" or "See Annex No._") 


Dated this	 day of


[Address] 


[Address] 


[Address] 


[Address] 


[Addressi 


[Address] 


Ruh To Wy do	 certify that I am the - 


-eoretary	 (Secretary, etc.) of the corporation named herein; that P4y', Jn1A. - 


Wry	 -	 who signed this agreement was then	 Proident	 (President



or Vice—President, etc.) of said corporation; that said agreement was duly signed for and in behalf 


of said corporation by authori 	 of its governing body, and was within the scope of its corporate 


.:' 


-.	 SECRETARY	 IC9r ea]!I 


01
	


0 
INT.-DUP. SEC., WASH., D.C.	 5172







Form VF-103	 UNITED STATES	 Budget Bureau No. 42—R1035.3 
,vised Oct. 1957	


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR •	 Approval expires June 30, 1958 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN EXPLORATION PROJECT 
PURSUANT TO DMEAORDERI, UNDER THE DEFENSE PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED 


NAME OF APPLICANT (Full legal name and - mailing address as it sho  


M^
oncpntrt If on is executed) 


.ne 	 uevei.opmen Co., 


Burnsville, North 'Caro


APPLICANT NOT TO USE THIS BLOCK 
Docket Number	 - 


I'm
Received


V 


N


Division Code 


ST CORPORATE OFFICERS OR PARTNERS HERE, IF APPLICABLEBtfty  
N9	


-.Gw-egt 
Re- -Wpay----.--Bpye	 ee4et 


g.opapt 
E.M. Fredric	 Burnsville, N. Co	 President 
Amos Presnell	 Vice Pies. 
Vincent Wrestall	 U	 See-.Treas. 


BUSINESS ORGANIZATION 

(Check one) 


Individual 


Corporation	 X 
Partnership 


Other (Specify) 


State in which firm is 
organized	 NC
Mineral(s) for which you wish to explore 


Green Mica 
Estimated Cost of Project 


69oo.00


LOCATION OF PROPERTY 
Name 


Silvers Mine
County	 State 


Yancey	 N. C. 


GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 
Bfore filling out this application, please read DMEA Order—I, 	 sketches should be used to supplement narrative descriptions 
Revised, "Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects." 	 of the property location and boundaries in item 1, existing 
To assure prompt action, your application must provide all 	 mine workings and geology in item 2, and the proposed 
applicable material and information specified on the back of 	 exploration project in item 4. When this information is not 
this application form. Avoid unnecessary correspondence and 	 too complex, all of it may be shown on one map or sketch. 
delays by submitting complete and accurate information. 	 All documents and other attachments submitted as a part of 
Please submit four copies of this application and all ac-	 this application, except those in item 2(g) which you mark to 
companying papers except as otherwise noted. Place your 	 be returned, become the property of the Government and will 
name and address on each sheet. Each item of information,	 not be returned to the applicant. Send true copies, not 
maps, and reports required as a part of this application is	 originals, of leases, contracts, and other documents which 
described on the back of this form. Identify each attached	 are an essential part of your business records. File this 
statement by the item number to which it applies. If an item	 application with the Defense Minerals Exploration Adminis-
does not apply to your application, show the item number on	 tration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., 
your statement and after it write "not applicable." Maps or	 or with the nearest DMEA Field Office. 


The undersigned, whether as 
officer, partner, or otherwise, 
and acting for the applicant,


CERTIFICATION 
an individual, corporate	 mation set forth in this• form and accompanying papers 
both in his own behalf	 is correct and complete, to the best of his knowledge 
certifies that the infor-	 and belief. 


erals Develo'nent Co., Inc. \ By 
\ \J	 e President 6Y(Signature) 


3U 


I	 . 
A wilfully false statment or ceffificati-on 
U. S. Code, Title 18,\ Sec. 1001.


\\	 Title 


rtment or Agency of the United States Government is a criminal offense.
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1(a) BEGINNING on a stake on the side of the mountain above the middle 
ford of Bolens Creek said stake being south 63 degrees east 207.5* feet 
from the center of the workings of the Silvers Mine, and running thence 
from the point of beginning south 27 degrees west 210 feet up the mountain 
to a stake; thence north 63 degrees west 1f15 feet across the side of the 
mountain to a stake; thence north 27 degrees east +20 feet down the 
mountain to a stake; thence south 63 degrees east 1f15 feet across the 
mountain to a stake; thence south 27 degrees west 210 feet up the 
mountain to the point of BEGINNING, containing + acres, and being a 


acre tract within the Ray boundary. 
(b) Silvers Mine. 
(c) Lessee 
(d) None known to applicant. 


2(a) Vein has been worked about 20 feet previously. See attached sketch. 
(b) None. 
(c) About 10 years ago some production of green mica from the mine. 
(d) From all appearances.the prospects are excellent. 
(e) Vein. 
(f) From appearances of vein and knowledge of mica production 
(g) Sketch attached hereto. 


3.(a)Amos Presnell, Burnsville, N. C.-Property located on Bowlens Creek 
about 5 miles from Burnsville, North Carolina. 
(b) Burnsville, N. Co 


Ii-. (a) Propose to do 80 feet of shafting and 80 feet of heading, drifting 
or cross cutting. 
(b) Shown on sketch. 
(c) Begin within 30 days and be completed within 90 days thereafter. 


5*. About 10 years experience in mica mining. 


6. Estimate of Costs: 


Bull dozing	 $4001000 
Hoist & Tool shed	 15*0000 
Dynamite	 105*0000 
Electric Caps	 +00600

Labor : 


+ hands @ $1.25* per hr. 90 days 3600.00 
Drill Steel	 200.00 
Gas & Oil	 600.00	 1958 
Repairs & Other Expenses 	 5*00000 


TOTAL	 $6900.00	 L	 L 
7.(a) Yes 


(b) Equipment


-







This LSE iad. t.hia the 4jh day of 119r jo 19w0	 Ga 0. NUWNR, 


*3cutor of the estate of Mr, , J	 A, Higgins; )tS PANSY ItLT, a widow; DOVIR 


t R. ?UT$, 1c*cutor of the *state of Ch&rl.i P D7zdJ MU-WW , INC., a 


•orpor*tton, all of th. Cowity, of Yancey and State of North Carolina, and 


MRS RM. ME RMX, a widow of the Co%mt7 of Walla W&U& an State of Washington, 


b*rein*ftei referred to as parties of tho first part, to MINALS DEVEWPMEN' 


CtPAN! , INC , a North Carolina Corporatton with Burnsville* North Carolina, 


as its principal placø of bnsin.s., bsrsiriaft.r referred to as party of the 


second part, 


'	 .	 .	 .	 .	 . 


00	 am "M moo 


THAT FOR ANA) IN CONIIATION of the eu* of	 00 in hand paid by 


the party .of the second part to the partiea of the first part, the receipt of 


whiob is hereby acknowl.dg.d, and the further consideration of full ec*iplisno, 


with the agra.a.nts h.reinaft.r set forth, the partt.s of the first part hair* 


b&rg.lned and leased and do by theao pr.smnte bargain and lease unto the 


;I party of the seood part, the ex1ivs right ind privilag. of mining and 


removing minerals from that tract or parcel of land situate in BwneviU 


Township, Omint7 of t*rLOey,	 t.at, of North Carolina, øn what is krioim as the 


a. D. Ra	 3oind*ri and being d.ecribed as follows: 


BEOINNflIG on a stá. an t). side of the aountain above the inidd. 
ford of' oiena Creek said et.k. being South 63' 	 ut 2O7,5 feet from 
the center of the workings of the Silvere Nine, and running thence 
fros the point of b.girwing South 27 West210 feet up the mountain 
to a stake; then** )brtb 63 	 West 415 feet aeross the side of the 
mountain to a stake; thence north 27' East 420 feet down the mountain 
to & stake; thence South 63	 East 415 feet across the mountain to 
a stake; thence South -W West 210 foot up the mountain to th. point 
of aJX}INN1, containing 4 acres, and being a 4 acre tract within 
the rtay BouMa', 


The terms and sonditimw of this lasee are as follows; 


1,	 ?ERMz	 This Lease shell be for a period of five (5) years from 


this date with privilege of renewal for an additional five (5) years. 


2,	 RIOWI'5 O0IWEYE)s	 Pull mining rights and privileges, inoluding 


the right of ingress, egress and regress, right to construct road ways, r1me 


line., power lines, tram roads; erection of machinery and buildings and the 


U110 of timbez' on said property, except such timber as would make saw timber, 


is hereby granted.
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3 S 1W! i MY t The royalty to b* paid sMU be ow.ighth (1/8) of 


th. &ie pziOa of all ittes dp.d &M r*ovd trcmi said pz'oporty; 50 per ton 


tcr all f.ldsp*r mirsod and r.smyed frog said pPop.rty; and jor all other 



	


in.r&3s iined	 reove4 fro* s4 property' th* usual v4 custoasr' rcr&1tj 


] pr.v&1tng :n anoq CoUnty!,	 s:o1ina eh*U bs paid. 


£. I!iL	 rA!M1flt )tcy'sLLty stall be p*td stt*r .aek sau sn4 


dapli*t. 8$1ø itps sii ba fixais. h.d'to tPio parties of the first pt 
I


 


showing the aiicnt of x1nemls sold and the pric. obtain.d therefore 


i1OWt OF IJSNO)i The p&rtiø of the ttr*t pirt, their 


: uoceuore, usigm or agete, iWl have the right at, all tivom to inepet 
4 


the proç*$7 1rait 1e*$*d and sI$U Likewise be\ry the rigM a,Dt privilege 


to .*Mn. a*i records p4rtain1ng to the production aisd esu et axq Mnera3s 


tri* gaid propert7. 


6. MEtHODS OF I4D1XNt Us parties of the second pert, shall arxy



on tiQiflg oper&tons by pproi4 methods a upon the eureter or ibaMon-



zt o this L*ee shell .eave the sine or openinge thereof tn a reasonably 


• e1ui and *afe' oondition and operetions shall be on4uetod on said propsr 


tr whiet are c*&1 known in iaining peilanc as round koMin". 


74 MiIATXX OF MINVIG 01AT1iNS8 Mmn opu'attons sbaU begin 


on or bfore gutt let, 195A, and *1*11 conUrnie with reuonb1. regularity 


and it i*iIg operations oea.. for a period or sixty (60) dqs, than this 


Xasse stall b . nu U attd vuid, unie* the c4s1ation. of *inug p.rations 1s 


a.ed b3r weather conditions or other oQaditixms *.uaUy t.r*ed Asts of God. 
I	


& BRLACH OF LEkC: If the party of the second part tail, to 


io*ply with ' 94 , of, the ocnditms or proviSonsof tbi Z5*$C then said 


Lease shs1l be n4l and void *r4 all the rthts rented herdu' *hill 00&00 


And the parties of the fi*et part, their m*eceass er asstis, may rr.nt.r 


the said property without any aotion at law t' deolar. said Lease t4. 


Iwever, *poi said Lease beccntng u*U and i4 the party of the second part 


may have fort.jtive (4) dre within which to reitove any sashinery tro 


said property. 


IN ?1IMON! W}WLOV, this Lease has bsz ex.c*t.d in dup3icat. 


• • • •	 in the wa and maziner hereinafter indicated by the affixing of hands and



saai.e as of the day and year first above written.
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P*rsonhil]3r cam , betor. me, this 4*7 G. C4 Htuiter, 1zscutor of the 


estate of Mr. J. A. Hiins, Mrs. Pazisy R* and Dover 1%. Pouts, Exeoutor 


of the •state of Charles F. 9yz4, to me well known to be a pert of the persons 


1	 t4'o	 the forving Lesee and who acknowledged the 4ue execution of



e*id instruaent by theselv*s for the purposes th.r.tn expressed.
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Secr.tarrresaurør of aa14 Corporation; that h. knovtthe (orporate Seal 


or ad4 Corporation; and that h*, the said Amos Preeneil, signed said instru' 


mtnt e.s Vice-President of said Corporation and Vincent Weatall si gned said
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600 


APR1 19S9 


ftnerals Development Co., Xnc. 
C/o *. Vincent Westa.0 
Burnsville, !órth Carolina


OFFICIAL FILE CtPY 


t!1TT iii JiT1tt 


M
P/' IN M"^ 
^)M^ 


M^M
Re; Docket No. D1'Ek5042 ()ca') 


nera1s Development Co., Ire. 
$ilvers *ne 
Xancey County, North Carolina 


Gentlemen.:


Reference is mede to our letter of February 24, 1959, 
forwarding application fora QE 'cr* 40, and Lien and Subordina 
tion Agreements, MM For'* 52, for execution by the Corporation. 


We wish to cooperate with you in allowing ample time 
to complete such action, but, if we do not hear froa you within 
30 days from the date of this letter, we will assume that you 
are no longer interested in proceeding with your application, 
and we will consider it as having been withdrawn. 


Sincerely yours, 


(signed) FRANK E. JOHNSON 


Acting Director 


LGHouk :gad 3/25/59	 .''• Copy to: Dir. R. 'File 
Region 'V	 .	 1 
1Vk. KiiIsgaard,• USGS	 . 
Ik". Dietrich, USBM


cjII\ 


l(
 7 /	 1fl,-'



i 
J'\p.


8623 
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OFFICIAL FILE COPY 


n !rTTI J,T1t 


Ar, Mee 


-
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_


Ll1KkForm7	
I 


(12-56)


EB 24 1959 
. Vincent WeataU 


)ftnerals Development Co., Inc. 
xiurn5v3..LLe, 50r7r5n Carolina


Re: Docket No. D1fA..5Q42.i 
Minerals Development I


Tancey County, North Caroline 
Dear	 WeStall:  


This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
February 18, 1959, replying to cur letter of January 29, 1959, 
and advising that you wish to participate in the ONE program. 


Please complete and return four copies of the enclosed 
application form, M!€ Form 40, as under the new repulationa 
applications on the new form are required. Your attention is 
caUed especially to the certification which vhen signed declares 
that you would not ordinarily undertake the proposed ezploration. 
tinder current conditions and draumatancea at your sole expense, 
and to item 1(a)	 and 1(c) if applicablewhich relates to 
Information used to determine your financial eligibility under 
the new exploration program. Information that is included in 
your DZA application need not be repeated in the OM application, 
but you can add new information if you so desire. 


We are returning five copies of the executed Consent to 
Lien and Lubordination agreement on the old form, and are enclosing 
ix copies of the Lien and Subordination Agreement, MM Form 52, 


referred to in item 2(c) of the application for execution. 


Stneerely yours., 


(signed) FRANK E. JOi'QL 


Acting Director 


Enclosures 15 


WcAnderson:gad 2/20/59 
Copy to: Dir. R. File 


Region V 
Mr. Kiilsgaard 
Mr. Dietrich


6623 







I
Burnsville,. N . C. 
February 18, 1959 


Mr. FrankE. Johnson, Acting Director 
United States Department of the Interior 
Washington 25, D. C.


Re: Docket No. DMEA-5042-Mica 
Minerals Development Co., Inc. 
Silvers Mine 
Yancey County, North Carolina 


Dear Mr. Johnson: 


Your letter of January 29, 1959 written to Mr. E. H. 
Fredric has been referred to-me as Mr. Fredric is no 
longer with our Corporation. 


We are still very much interested in obtaining a loan 
on the above named mine, and it is our understanding 
that these forms along with a map and dscription of the 
property were sent to you/e-K.noxvil1e office several 
months ago. However, if you do not have these forms 
please let us know and we shall be glad to complete same 
and return to you immediately. 


At the present time the four acres are all that is 
available, but ,within the net six months we might be 
able-,.to lease a larger tract. 


Yours very truly, 


Vincent Westall	 - 
vw	 Minerals Development Co. 
rs







^JEXEJ3) IF 
II? @7 7@7 


a 
@7;i@7 3 


@© @C@ 


@7io	 ©	 7/ 


C©7G @	 ao	 3 


	


OL	 Oo 


OD @7	 COOtG	 Oc 


©7@ ©ao 


.


o







•







U4EA Fore 7 
(126)


0 


r. i:.	 Freari, President 
!'therais )evelop rtt Co. , 
nr	 Ue) orth Ciro1ina


46 


60D 
JAN 29i 


toc:ot co . D&-504-
eri Dev1oprit 


1v.r Yn 
Yrno:r Cotmnt: !k'rth


OFFICIAL FILE COPY 


I I1IT 


Ell 


Mpr


- 


Dear )fr. Fredric:. 


n1c	 13 a copy of t r Liticn for obtani	 cc€rai 
VA ass1tancc in iin9.ncin rin€ra]. 	 1'i	 •hich the iew Office 


of ttjJ Zlcratio All crato.	 . 


L yci rth tt yorr	 % pplicat1on b 
conotlered tvOcz' to 011,	 vl.:-,an	 ptt vd rstmii four 
of thc cixLc c hc attacicc	 licto.'i,	 i'o* 4O 


Your .ttitiori iz,	 1c tho certification 
tL	 f'	 (	 tr'crk the 


1orio t-3c crr 	 Lncoz at 
your ck pc, vd o Th' 1(a) - and () 14' p)1cth 
thic± ro tr iti	 ô	 fin ic,ia. oligi.' 
!ily ti'1' f	 ''	 rtt'i iogr-'. Th	 tioa tt is in 


in o'r D	 a'plic:tio' ncd not he repz atet In t1,- OIS 
tplicatin, but ycu cn ad nov kfor', tioi t yaa so c1eire. 


The subeot property cort of oiy four acre. While 
tbi crear!' o- voaid 'c cnidcrd ccr ,uatc nr ccrl.3in coiton, 


r'
 


vcu1d. prc3fer a i'r 1rcc. I' t i po b1e i.' wu1d aprcciate 
it1ona1 acreage to =plore the 31ivcr tne. Pioa'c provide a rap 


• and the ete	 boc	 ciiptio or t boini; rop.rty4 


Also enolo3od are six copies of the Lien and Subordination 
Agreements, 1	 or 52, referred to in Ii9ei i 2 (c) a! the application. E  
!ar2y cubnit1c1 of five cp1e4, CO- es of the Zorm will save tie 
In case you apply for e1ration asistanoe under the OW. program 
and a contract is grauted.	


0 	


0 


If you do not wish to participate in the WE program, we 
shall appreciate being so inforicd. 


0 	 •


 


Sincerely your, 
0


Copy to: Dir. R. File 
WCAnderson.gad 1/16/59	 Frank E Johoa, (	 Region V 


•	 \. ;t	 I	 w. Kiilsgaard 
O 	 •	


0 	 • • •	 .	 •	 Acting Dir,cto	 • • 0•	
Mr.Dietrich 


0	 •	


•	
0 • •
	 Mr.Houk 


• xnc1surea'	
0 •	


0 00: 0	


0	 0	 •	 0.


8
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(l2..6)


)T[	 ) 


)(r. E. X. Fredric, President 
Minerals Development Co., Inc. 


1 
North Carolina


Re: Docket No DMA.. 5042 (Green Mica) 


Dear Mr. Fredri-e, 


As you have an application for exploration aid pending in our 


office, perhaps you may wish to -study the proposed ONE regulations and 


ccinment on them before October 17 as provided in the first paragraph 


of the enclosed notice reprinted from the Federal'&gistdrof Sept. 17. 


Some time after October 17 when the fitial regulations- become 


effective, we will -send you the new application form so you may furnish 


any additional information necessary to process. your app1icati)n for 


aid under the new program.


''	 Jo 


Director 


ASDakan:gjb 
Sept.T'1, 1958 
Copy to:  Docket 


Dir. R. File 
Field Team (2)


8623
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o 


JULII 18 gi 


inerals Developnent Co.., Inc. 


i3urnsvlfle, North Carolina Re: 
Docket ?o	 042.Nica


OFFICIAL FILE COPY 


i Surn ame 


- M- 1 Zvi A. Mda


M 


FM OR, Md ", 4 , I 
PIMEMOM-M 


P ̂  =77 
'7n 7-1- _.. ̂Z/ I M. 1.


iirerals Doveloxaent Go., Inc* 
Silvers Nine 
'Yancey County, North Carolina 


Gentlemen:


Early in June we sent you the tepartment of the Interior 
Infonatlon Service Release dated June 6th which announced that no 
new Defense Minerals Exploration Ad nistrat.on contracts could be 
executed after June 30th because of the endinr of the present program 
for' exploration assistance.	 .	 . 


We regret to inform you. that your application, identified 
above, could not be completely processed before June 30th because it 
was 'received too late.. 


Hciever, we will be glad to hold your application until 
the Congress acts on pending legislation to continue exploration aid. 
If the aid is continued, we will then ask you to state whether you wish 
us to consider your application under regulations established for the 
new program.


incereiy yours, 


C 0 tdof 


Administrator 


LGHouk:rsi 7/17/58  
Copy to: Adirir. R. File"'  


Operating Committee  
Field Team, Region V  
Mr. Kiilsgaard,;5222  
Mr. Dietrich, 3061	 '	 ' '	 • 	 ' 	 ' 


Mr. Houk


9623 







0 - 	 0	 IN REPLY REFER TO: 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR



GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 


July 3, 1958 
Re: DMA 50142 


Minerals Development Co., Inc. 
Silvers Mine 
Yancey County, N. C. -O


 
Eat.V,*603'.-


,900 
Reo'd. Eat.	 .50 Mica 


Memorandum 


To:	 L. G. Houk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 N. E. Nelson, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of Field Team Report 


The applicant requested assistance in exploring for 
green mica, in a 'vein' by shaft sinking 80 feet and drifting 
or crosscutting 80 feet. 


The exRminers found 14 petitea had been exposed in 
2 open cuts and a prospect pit The pegmatite in the larger cut 
ranges from 1 to 11 feet thick and contains 5 to 10 percent 
muscovite in books up to 6 x 12 inches. The mica appears to be 
concentrated in southwest-plunging rolls in the hanging wall of 
the pegniatite. 


The examiners recommend a 60-foot shaft and 140 feet 
of drifting and crosscutting. I concur with the recommendation. 


N. Be Nelson


©Ed	 ,
	 195
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UNITED STATES 
PkRI1NT OF THE INTERIOR 


LBUREAU OF MINES 


1	 __ JWWASHINGTON 25, D. C.


July 1 1 1958 


Memorandum-  


To:	 Nonmetallic Minerals Division 
Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 Chief, Branch of Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials 


Subject: t vIEA5042 (mica) 


Applicant: Minerals Development Co. 


Name and location of Property: Silvers Mine, Yancey County, N. C. 


Date of Field Team Report:. 6/24/58 


Date Rec'd. by Br. of Ceramic & Fertilizer Materials: 6/30/58 


Field Team Recommendation: Recommend that exploration assistance be granted. 


Comments:


1. One of four penatite bodies cut by a trench ranges from 
1 to 11 feet thick and contains 5 to 10 percent muscovite in books up 
td 6 x 12 inches. 


2. This deposit appears to have possibilities for the develop-
ment of strategic mica. 


3. Proposed exploration outlined by the field team is consistent 
with good engineering practices and estimated costs are in line with 
other 24EA projects. 


Recommendation: 


I concur with the recommendation of the , field team for ThV1EA 
assistance in exploration work on this prospect as outlined in the 
field examiners report.


W. F. Dietrich	 -.. 







UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERI' 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMIN ISTRAT 


ROOM 13 POST OFFICE BLDG. 


KNOXVILLE 2, TENN. 


June 24 195 


o 0 - -.-	 . 
)R lu 5 


I
bN 


I


-. I JLLJ


Memorandum 


To
	


Operating Committee s, DMEA Wa 


From	 DIEA Field Team, Region 1 Knoxville, Tennessee 


&ibject g Field Examination Report DMEA 5042 (mica) 
Minerals Development Coo p Inc0 Burnsville, N000 
Silvers Mine, Yancey County, .N0 C. 


Transmitted are the orginal and two copies of 


the subject examination report with 8 extra copies of the 


map attached0 


The Field Team agrees with the recommendation of 


the Examiners aet forth in their report, 


4&,,r A, 
1315 Robert A. Laurence 


Executive Officer, D1EARgV 
SSi


V0	 Mer 
Bureau o /411neesm


Reviewed by

DMM OPERATING COMMITTEE 


(date) 
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DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINI 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOI 


FIELD EXAMINATION REPORT 
REGION V 


DME5Jica SILVERS MINE 
Yancey County, North Carolina 


F. G. Lesure, Geologist 
Geological Survey (DMEA) 


S A. Feitler 5, Mining Engineer 
Bureau of Mines (DMEA)


& 'Revisu8d by 


June 24 k., 1958







.	 0 
DMEA 


FIELD EXAMINATION REPORT 
ON 


DMEA-^042jmica) SILVERS MINE 
Yancey County, N. C0. 


.cant ,., Minerals Development Co. ,,Inc0 Burnsville, N.C. 


UN1VIARY 


Four pegmatite bodies have been exposed in two open cuts 
and a prospect pit. Pegmatite in the larger cut ranges from 1 to 
11 feet thick and contains 5 to 10 per cent muscovite in books up 
to 6-inches by 12 inches. Muscovite is apparently concentrated 
along the hanging wall in large southwestplunging rolls. It is 
recommended that exploration assistanOe be granted. 


INTRODUCTION 


Location	 The Silvers mine is on the steep north slope of a 


northern spur of Grassy Knob Ridge, about 195 miles S 63 0E of 


BMLHT25 at Vixen post office, Yancey County, North Carolina 


(Black Brothers No Co Quad. TVA 1 0024 9 000)0 The mine is south of 


and above the So Wo Presnell mine (DMEAc2790) near the head of 


Bowlens Creek. There is no access to the mine but a very rough 


road 26 miles long lead from the Bowlens Creek road up past the 


Balsam mine to the Presnefl mine. The last few hundred feet to the 


mine is by a poorly defined trail up a steep rocky slope. 


Examination: The examination of the Silvers mine was made June 49 


195 and lasted three hours. Messrs. Amos Presnell 9 Stanley 
Presnefl Bascom Bennett ., and Jack Banks accompanied the Examiners. 
History: , The Silvers mine consists of two open cuts, an incline 
and one prospect pit. The large open cut is 80 feet long,- 4 to 15 
feet wide, and 30 feet deep. Northeast of it there is a second







.	 . 


page-2. D1VA50420 


open cut about 40 feet long and 14 feet wide. At the west end of 


this cut an incline is reported to have been sunk 30 feet long at
-20"0 Fifty feet northwest of the large cut is a small prospect 


pit® The large open cut was made in the late 19th century; the 


northern cut and incline was made by Amos Presnell in 1943; and 


the small cut to the west plus some prospecting in the large cut 


was done sometime during the present buying program® 


There are no buildings or equipment on the property. The 


steep slope down to the road near the Presel (Presley) mine makes 


it awkward to bring in equipment. This slope is too steep and 


rocky to permit road building at reasonable cost. The Applicants 


state that an access road can be hiade quickly and cheaply along an 


old trail up the ridge along the south bank of Bowlens Creek0 


GEOLOGY 


Four pegmatite bodies have been worked at the Silvers mine0 
In the large open cut an irregular pinching and swelling pegmatite 


body has been worked along strike for 60 feet and to a depth of 


30 feet. The prospect pit to the west of the large cut exposes 


pegmatite 1 to 2 feet thick which is probably the tail end of the 
same body. In the face of the cut the pegmatite is 1 to 5 feet 
thick but it swells to U feet in the two barrel-shaped rolls in 
the west half of the cut. The pegmatite is a mixture of coarse 


grained plagioclase, quartz and muscovite with fine-grained 


accessory garnet® Muscovite, which forms 5 to 10 percent of the 
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material, occurs in books averaging 4 x 5 inches0 Near the 


bottom of the water hole about 15 feet east of the face one 6 x 12 


inch book of muscovite is exposed, The mica is non-ruby of good 


quality. It is reported that the muscovite was concentrated along 


the rolls in the hanging wall of the pegmatite. The axes of these 


rolls plunge steeply to the southwest, 


In the northern cut two pegmatite bodies ranging in thick-


ness from 1 to 4 feet are exposed in the face. The pegmatites 


trend east-west and dip steeply to the south0 They are composed 


of coarse-grained plagioclase, quartz and muscovite. In the northern 


body muscovite up to 8 x 8 inches is exposed in the face; in the 


southern one muscovite up to 4 x 5 inches is exposed0 The incline 


is flooded and the face of the cut is also inaccessible. Muscovite 


on the dump near the northern cut is of good quality0 some books 


up to 4 x 6 inches were observed. There is some A" structures 


and ruling. The mica appears to be relatively free of spots0 


South of the big cut a small roll-shaped pegmatite body 


plunging 25 0 1 is exposed in the wall of a cut. Although largely 


covered by waste it has been reportedly worked to a depth of 12.=


feet0 This body is about 6 feet thick and contains muscovite along 
r ./ the walls greater than 4 x 5 inches0 


RECONIENDATIoN 


We recommend that exploration assistance be granted0 The 


pegmatite exposed in the large cut has at least two well defined 


roll structures that are favorable for the occurrence of strategic 
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muscoite0 Exploration to define the limits of these structures 


and to look for similar structures is warranted. We recommend 


sinking a 60-foot shaft in the eastern roll in the large cut and 
drifting 40 feet west and 30 feet east in pegmatite. The northern 


pegmatites on which the incline work was done in 1943 also are 


favorable targets and we recommend crosscutting 35 feet north from 


the drift nn the main pegmatite to intersect the northern pegmatites0 


These bodies can then be explored by 35 feet of drift. 


Because of the present road to the Presnell (Presley) mine 


is long and rough and the slope between the Presnefl and Silvers 


too steep and rocky for road building, we recommend that a new road 


be bulldozed up the south side of Bowlens Creek0 This road would 


be about 3/4 of a mile long and could be made quicker , better s and 


with less expense than to extend the present road0 


COST ESTIMATES 
Excavate,


Prepare access by bul1dozin 3/4 mile of access road, Bulldoze 1320 coy0 @ 3O/c0y0 (1/3 c0y0 per linear foot) 00 00000 00000000000	 j396000 Total road excavation 00000000000000000000	 600 
Constructo


Toolhouse	 7500 Powder magazine	 25O0 Cap Magazine	 JQQ, 
Sink 60 feet of 5 x 7 foot, two compartment shaft 
from the cut as indicated on the attached map. The 
Operator will crib and backfill upward 4rom the 
shaft collar far enough to eliminate any hazard from 
the walls of the cut (40 shifts).
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Equi 	 ) 


I - - Compressor @ $150/goo $3000O 
1	 1	 Hoist @ $50/Mo. 10000 
\\ 1	 Rock drill Whose © $40/Mo;0 80000 


ump pump @ $40/Mo o 80000 


taI—to 	 0/ $	 0o 00) 


Labor v 0 


1	 Foreman-miner	 $14/shift 
1	 Hoistman	 12/shift 
1	 aborer	 8shift 
Per 8 hr® shift,,-,,T3-40O 


Total labor	 shifts @ $34/shift0®00
cla3LO.9 9Q7 3	 "	 I' 


Tax ;


Gasoline and oil	 $13500 
Explosives	 24000 
Drill steel	 9000 
Timber 2M b0f0	 13000 
Small tools and miscellaneous	 12000 


Sales tax	 210O 
Soc. Secutity & Ins, 


	


Total supplies etc0 000000000	 89900 


Total estimated cost of shaft. 00000000 


Estimated cost/ft of shaft('j6097)	 0 


'00) 


Drift and crosscut 140 feet 5 x 7 feet in 
cross section from or near the bottom of the shaft 
(70 shifts),	 i i ^'( '49 


K2AÎRpMen, rental) 
'l	 ,l 


cIi


Compressor @15/Mo — . 	 52500 
 Hoist @ $50/Mo0	 1750O 
 Rock drill Whose @ $40/Mo®\ 14000 
 Sump pump ©$40/Mo0	 14000,5  1Jackleg @ $25/Mb0 


_-	
jQ 


Total equipment (rental)	 (.^1,067-50 


goo, &V /' 
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1 Foreman4VI1nerQO,G14/sh1ft 
1	 Hoistman040000	 12/shift 
1	 Laborer0000000	 shift 
Per 8 hour shift0034 shif 


Total iabor)shifts @ $34/shift 	 (2,30,00 


. I 


Gasoline and oil	 $15OO 
Explosives	 560OO 
Drill steel	 2100O 
Timber s 2 M, b0f0	 130OO 
Small tools f, & Misc0	 200O 


Sales tax	 i5000 
Social Sec. & Ins,, 	 26OO 


Total estimated cost o u61ies, 


Total estimated cost of drift0®,00,000 


Est, cost/ft of drift 	 67 


SUMMARY OF ESTIMATE 


Access Road0 00000 00 0000, 00 00 00 00 $ 396OO 
Construction	 1150O Shaft 60 feet	 21900 
Drift & crosscut 140 ft..	 j73050 
Total estimated costoe000000aoe'$8z6O3,5O 


Government participation @ 75% 645260 


June 24,195
F. G. Lesure Geologist 
Geological Survey 


Stanley A0 Feit1er, Mining Engineer 
Bureau of flines (DMA)
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Minerals Deelopsnt Co., rue. 


urnniUe, North Garolint
Docket o. Du.5O429 


• 	 S 	 S 	 M*rels De elop*en% Co., Xne. 
8ilvers Mine 
ianeej County, North Carolii* 


G.nt1en*	
5 


The application for aeistsnee in .cploring your property., 
under the captioned docket ni*bsr, has ben reviewed by the Division 
Of Noi*staUic Kneftlo of the Defense Minerals 3xploration Adminis-
tration. it has been referred to Mr. Robert A. I*urenc., Zrsoutive 
Otfioer, D1€4 Fie4 Thee, ftion V, Roca 	 Post Office Building,,' 
Knoxville 2, Tennescee.	 5	


5	


S 


The Rsgiontl Office will contact you in regard to your 
pz'oeot if additiomi intorwation is required. 1rr assistance you 
say jiv, the i.*bers of the 1i.]4 ream will be appreciated.. 


S 	


Sincere1y yours,. 


C 0 MittendOrt	 j 


Administrator 	 S 	 S 


LGHoukrsi 6/11/5 
Copy to Adinr. R. File S	 Operating Committee 


Field Team, Region V	 S 


Mr. Kiilgaárd, 5222	 5 	


5 	


. 


Mr. Dietrich, 3061	 • 	 • . 


S 


Mr, Houk


8623 
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I	 I 


Re % Docket io.. DA5042''fica 
Vinerala Develoeent Go, Inc. 
Silvers mine 
lancey County, North Carolina 


Dear it l*ur*ne: 


Please review the subject application and arrange for 
a Lield Czsmi]ation if you deem it necessary. 


Copies of memoranda dated June 9, 1958, by r. U. P. 
UiUiame, U3, and W. U. F. Dietrih, t$i3N, relating to the 
project are enclosed. There is also enclosed a copy of the 
application for the use of the Field i.eem. 


You will note that in. our letter to the applicant, ve 
made no reference to a field examination as you may not find 
time to schedule one if needed.


Sineer.ly yours, 


George C. Selfridge 


Chairman# Operating Conmittee^^^ 


Approved s	 LGHouk :rsi .6/ll/5 
Copy to.: .Admr. .R. File 


Operating Committee 
Frank D. Lamb	 Mr. Kiilsgaard, 5222 


)saber, Bureau of Nine	 • • 	 Mr. Dietrich, 3061 
Mr. Houk 


• Thor U, Kiflsgaard 
-	 _JI L	 L 


Member, Geological Survey 


Etciosures 5	 = 


r4r. $obert A. laurence 
Executive Officsr, D!A 
Field ¶eam, Region V 
Rom 13, Post Off its Bldg. 
KncxvUle 2, Termasee


9623







IN REPLY REFER TO: 


lED STATES 
T OF THE INTERIOR 
)G!CAL SURVEY 
INGTON 25, D. C. 


June 9, 1958 


CEVEj	 10 1aRji 
rEPARI


EO


an 


To:	 L. 0. Honk, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 W. P. Williams, U. So Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of application, 11EA 5042 (Mica) Minerals Develop-
merit Company, Inc., Silvers Mine, Yancey County, N. C. 


The app1icat proposes to explore for green mica on a 
1-'acre tract held byaining lease. The proposed project would 
consist of 80 liner feet of shaft sjnlcThg and 80 feet of drift 
and crosscut. 


The applicant states that the 'vein' was worked for 
about 20 feet sometime in the past, He further states that about 
10 years ago some green mica was mined from the property. 


I have no additional specific information about the 
Silvers wine. For that reason I recomaend that the application 
be referred to the Field Team for field exaininLtion and report. 


W. P. Wiili]S 







Memorandum


UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF MINES 


WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


June 9, 1958 


ID P4 E a
GG-


L 
CEIVE JU 10 1958 


To:	 Nonmetallic Minerals Division	 ( Defense Minerals Exploration Administration i(i
	 i 


From:	 Chief, Branch of Ceramic and Fertilizer Materials  


Subject: ttEA-50l.2 (mica)	 . 


Applicant: E. M. Fredric et a].. 


Name and Location of Property: Silvers Mine, Yancey 


Date Application Rec'd. by Br. of Ceramic & Fertilizer Materials: 6/5/58 


Comments:


1. Applicants state that some work was done on this property 
about 10 years ago and that there was some production from a pegmatite 
vein. 


1. 2. Exploration proposed by applicants is consistent with 
local practices and in line with unit-cost estimates for other t*4EA 
projects.


3. Although it would be desirable for the applicants to 
furnish more complete information, it appears that a visit by an 
examiner would furnish more useful data. 


Recommendation: 


It is recommended that the field team visit this mine when 
in that vicinity to ascertain if an exploration project is justified. 
If so, the field team and applicant should agree on a definite plan 
of exploration on a unit-cost basis.


W. F. Dietrich







UNITED STATES

• DEPARTMENT.. OF THE. INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


June , 1950 


.1-	 ..	 'F. 


!inora1 Development Co., Inc. 
flrnsi11o, .	 . . 
Worth Carolina	 . 


L	 • 	 •,	
.


	


J.	 Stibje Ct: Di4042 


Gontlerrient


Your, application for exploration assistance, dated 


t&iy 31, 190	 submitted to our office at Knoxville, Tenncsoo 


has been assigned Docket Number DiEA5012 and referred to the 


I!onmetallic t1inora13 Division	 in the Washington office. 


Kindly. identif^. -6,11 fttiit'.6 CorrispOndeno. relating • to your 


application by this Docket Number. 


Sincerely 'yours, 


Allen S. Dakan, Director 
Operations Control and,' 
Statistics Division 


Copy to: Region V.
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