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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THEINTERIOR . 	 . . . \h44	 DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON 25 D C


Macb 5, 1951 


M and eznor	 IEGEONAL DIP ECTO 


To:	 Landon F. Strobel, Executive Secretary 


Through Director of Supply Division	 2 1 a951 


Manganese Commodity Committee	 BtJPEAU OF MDIES 
DEWER COLOiDO 


Subject: Harry $. Erwin DMA No(78J 


The attached letter from B. E. Err&n to B. C. Maull has been 
retered to DMA for consideration and has been assigned a DMA docket 
number. It hae been treated as (1) a request for a loan of $500,000 
in connection with a proposal to construct a leaching plant and an 
electrolytic furnace for the production of metallic manganese, and for 
deirelo*nent of aasoctated manganese properties in the Simpson Mountains, 
Utah; and (2) as an offer of 120 tons per day of ore averaging 20$ 
*sngsn.se, pending completion of arrangenent a for financing the 
larger project. 


This ap çjisbeinrejeCted.... On the basis of information 
available toi the reasonable expectatin for or in the 5impson 
Mountain district as a whole totals only 0,0O0 tone with an average 
grade of about 15% manganese. This includes rhodonite as we].1 as 
manganese. Unaltered rhodonite is exposed at the water table Lit 
workings now aocee3ible, and so the prospects for downward extension 
of the desirable oxides are very poor. 


This district along with others in weetz'n Utah was considered 
as a possible source of supply for a proposed leaching plant during 
World War II, The a*ount of ore available was not then regarded as 
sufficient to warrant the various expenditures required, and there 
are no new factors to change this conclusion, 


A letter for the signature ot the Director of the Supply 
Division, informing the applLcant of this action, is attached. 


Approved:	 P. R. Bradley, Jr. 
Chairman 


Director, Supplj Division 
PRBradley/af 
Copr to	 4dmin, Reading File, Nr Strobel, Ir Lyon, 1ir Bradley, 


Pield Team Reg1.on\ ±V, Files, Blue copy







UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION



WASHINGTON 25 D C


arc 1, 193. 


tr. Harry . rvia 
125 iit y nu* #25 
Salt Lake City, Lat!i 


)e.r Nr'. Erin:	 tt.s t*A Wa. 182 


This wiU acknowledFe rs*sipt o yrour two letters of 
January 19, 1951 to Gsn.r4 .rvices Mainistration in which you 
explained jour iitficulty in uaa4eting ore tree the Si*pson 
Mountains, and outlined a proposal tot' instsUatto of a leaching 
and electrolytic srganese plant. for treating such re*. 


In *T%eWer to jour QJ.ieetion tether rreseit stc)pils 
specifications re to be lowered: the specifications for ores to be 
stockpiled were set at the lcest possible grade WPrLOh can be used 
without seriou difficulty. As a reenit, there s no prospect. 
that the 3O s'eeifications 411 be altered, 


Yow ropoea1 for installation at a leac4n oni electrolytic 
plant has been iten sórious consiier3tion, !ou will realise that 
for such a proposal to be successful, it aust be amply daetcatrated 
that the amount of re svsilable is sufficiently large to repay 
the loan at a reasonabla amount per ton. The wor don. in the 
Simpson Mountains by the. (eolo cal. Survej arid the Thu'eatL of Nines 
in World ar U was sufficient to indicate clear'ly the ar*oünt and 
character of the manganese ox'. a,silsb1e and on the bsse of that 
study there is no indication that the rsserle3 are larie 'nouph to 
warrant the expenditure of money, *ipowst', and *aterisl that 
would be required. As you **7 bC are, a d*ilar proposal ia 


•


	


	 .. considered b'th. waragancies in 1942, but it too was abandoned.

Under th present circumstances, the only market a'vsilable for the. 
particular type of ore present in the Simpson Wountatne is at 
Gana or Proo, and as you have pointed out..th. sine content 
limite ita usability for een this purpose. I regret that there 
appears to be no way th* flifense iinerale Administration can help 


you It present.


	


Sinc4y yours	 :. 
/.. 


MD8rittenden: gt/af .	 .	 .	 tirsator Supply i)tviion 
COW to: Adm. Reading File	 .	 :	 . 


Mr. Strobel	 . •	 .	 .	 . 
)i lyon	 •	 . Files	 .	 .. 


F.1d Team .. Region IV' Blue copy .	 .	 . . 
Mr. Bradie	 .	 .	 .
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