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o Mra .9 Kiveells ¢
© Dear ¥i, Muselles .

T In eur lebtar to you of April 12, signed ty Ofte Herves,
. 4t waz peinted oxt that you appidestion (Dili~919), for Federal ndd -

" to bring the SLlvw TLp mise iate productiom might be eligtvle for .

‘assfstance unter the explorativn progrem of the Defanse Hinernls

Adwinistyation. This pregrom csils for wcmal participstion in

. expleration costo sn the part of the upplicant. ixplsnaiion of -
© dhe plan ¢ the necessary forms for peldng application were semt
Yo you at that time, . o SR

‘An we bave not m.d.mvu:-a;@ieﬁiﬂ from you under the .

sploration progrim, we are transfeyring your original application -
 for a loun to an lnactive [ile. As explained in our letier of tprid 12
. & etreicht Aavelopment or miming lesn capnot be aproved unless thers

ara sds-uats provem ere resorves te secure the loan, and your appllea=-
 dien does net iniieate such roserves, - Sl - .

It of sons future dave you sheuld eere to explore your o

o f mm vsdor the Defense Minevals Adadnistratien's program, we wilY

" o glad to oensider e spplisathen frem yew. e wish te thank you -
for bringiug gour Ophrty to our attetlom. |

Yoy ey e,
ey

. FJLee:gt. . =~ ' - S e {bl&“ I .
Copi'egr to: H.C,Miller~ Region 3+ = o
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Ca Answored | .

o Anur Hiu Btrmr:

SRR I ret.umim to you the ilmmtx D«d té your proporty S
. intwe %W Mining District, Riveraide Gounty, California, .- * = "
. - together with the Proof of Iabor, uhich you 80 kind:l,r fommod. e
b thﬂ ﬂcptsrtmnb of Intcr&or. T I

fxuc Am Buthr Bmm- Pruﬁmf. o

~ - Arigsona-Nevads. Am:im Inumttioml Gorp.
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CL U T wieh to sy that a8 :m as I have been m. to 1om
there 1%’ Bo way for the Government to-acoept the deed to your

-praperty; however, if accepted it would require a special aet «af'"'

. Cougress to desd it back to you. I fuliy sppreciate your pamouc

T - motive i preseating this property to the Government and wi-h te '
e ‘  thar.k m for your thoushtﬁ s cm 5,:: th&s mttcr. R RV
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~  UNITED STATES -
-NDEB AR MENT OF THE INTERIOR
E. MINERALS ADMINISTRATION ’
ﬁ WASHINGTON 25 D C .

Answered | 1 - Jl;%izé 3%6 1951

Arizona-ll evada Amc—e:m.can Intematlonal
Corporation . :
4336 Eeeman “venue .
Jorth Holl.;wood Callfomla

- /
,—Gen‘blemen H

ubaect° 1A~926 - Beryl

: Your apollcatlon for a Governnent ]oan to equip and operate
a’ Boryl deposit near Hemit, Callfomla, docketed as DMA-926, has
been rev.t.ewed by 'ch:m c,fi‘lce.

: sro;}ects aparoved a,j the Defenucl inerals “dmninistration

- nust, in its judgiient, show delfinite promise of yielding naterial
of accepta.blc grade, physical character and specifications, in.
quantities that will significontly improve the mincral supply posn.-

tion for Notional defense. ‘here an operation loan is irvolved,.

~ adequate reserve of ore must te proven to justify the loan and a
sound working progran presented which will assure the ccononic
feagibility of ‘thc proposed program with rwmct to repayuent,

A very carciul s’cudj of your uroposal rcvealed the ;ollowmg°

- 1. A'L‘bhoun’h assay . results con "grab samples” have bcen cited, ;
no data has been presented which substantiates the existance of any
mineable reserve: of bmyl ore in 'bhe deposiv mvolved.

2. Dotalls of the propoocd progfa:n (nmmg ncthods " 'etc.)
and data uu?)f\ortmc its- econox«uc fea.,_l_.bll ty have not been suppllod

= Under these c1rcw1sta.nces your -appliecation for a Coverment .
lozn.in the-amount of ¥150,000, is denied. Should additional irfor-
mation become:availatle, we would be glad- to have you reoubr.‘lt your )
prcmosal for consmeramon. :






i i :'mas' -

_'-g: et Repor'bs and. ﬁeco ds, Um,t .

“You. perhaps know that under certa:.n 01rcurrstance=* Govern-‘ .‘

. ment aid for exploration projects is ‘availatle, This applies, in

. Agencral, to sitvations where no ore reserves have-been.proven but;-._«
. .where there éxists a good geologic probatility of makmg a signis

. ficant dlscovcry of atrategl.c nineral. For your information, we - -
_exclose Press fclease. of Hay })1, 1951, &plalnmd ‘the Exploramon‘
" Aid Progran; 10-5,- Regula.t.Lons covermg the i rop’ran and f:Lve coples
__l‘of MF—lOB s should you msh ‘co apply SRR

Should Jou apgly‘, e "ug gest. tha’r, you submt .aazrples of

; _?‘f your Le.(’v“l ore as well ag all of the .nfoxmaulon roowed in Form ’

| '"'-;‘»j.fﬁiﬁczcrely_Yovr.ss‘

= ﬂl‘)w”“" ERV
© " Tom Lyon n, Director %'E
‘ :oupnlv Jivision %\ -

Q;.Enclpc‘sums. e IR Q""&“

- lir. Lyon g s }::f,
Iy, Barr: . o S
m{ﬁ 116 o
‘FLeld Team nef*z o:r HI (2) :






-

eld Teem, Region III, Files

Adininistrotor's Resding Tile,

ZGordontes lyon,

....
£

Burrett, Reports & Records Branch, Hosted - Keiser, F

UNlTED STATES ~
.DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTERlOR

DEFENSE MlNERALS ADMINISTRATION
. WASH[NGTON 25, D.C.

Jﬂy 0, 1951
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c_.._.,.-———\
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DEFENSE MINERALS ADMI.NAlSTRATlON o
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: UNITED STATES .
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR :
' DEFENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION

.  WASHINGTON:-250D:62 S
Oicice of - T - EE : ' 11012 Flood ’3L e
Lgcestive Qlieer - o 0 o T T 870 faziet Sh. S
wid SioXld Yoza. S R San Francisco 2, Calif.
aegion 11T ‘ : R . E
L duly 17, 3951
}s;emrmdum . : i
To: ,"*om Lyon, @nairm, Gocztiimtinr Comittee, -
S ‘onge ninorals ﬁdainistra%mn, Hasmng‘ten, B. G. .
»i%a:;:‘_'.f e uuime Ofﬁ‘icer, I&A wia1g Tean, ﬁeﬂian III

,Subsem :w ,x)cw,et %31;, Tolt E”euae Ranch, San Eenito c um,y, Wm'
%*wm - ,

erem:e 1& ”E;o your sebject Iemzer dated Jme i, cmcerning
imo,»z..l a*s*' ahion of Loads O. :f,:an, 1325 Oakland Avenue, Picdmont,
: ualimmia, _iztu 4 ilarch 3Dy 1951, for a i vefense iinorals Aiuiuistration
loan %o < cvt,;..at p his arma L aemzsim

u.ttr..a hewevit‘x are i‘our ca"*ies o a repart entitled
“J:A-QB&X, Hal%house :’anch Deposit. San Penito Gounty, California, -
(“ranian) ,” by Gecrre . ali'fr moio“xst s o Su m,olc j.cal “xurvey,
da.ted July 16, ZL/Jl. : A ‘

Ti. Walker comhﬂes that t&’m concuntration of uranium and '
_ other h“wy Ainerals in the deposit is $00 lox to be of economic value S
and that the exploration loan should not be rranted. Accordingly, we
have not asked the applicant to subait a forwal pmpogal on 313-103.
bocket aiiﬁ~93h is returne& herwith. :

[ WE wiier
e Ce mnez« . »
- Ixceubive Orficer, DA Pleld Tean
Aegton ITT o |

itiachnonts
@opy tos Tdrar H. -Z‘}aﬂeyg' Guolortcal Survey
\gcmner:am
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

102 01d Mint Building
" San Francisco 3, California

July 16, 1951 -

Subjects DMA-93Lx, Holthouse Ranch,
San Benito County, California

Mr. He Co Miller

U. S. Bureau of Mines

870 Market Street

San Francisco 2, California

Dear Mr. Millers

Transmitted herewith are five copies of a report on the "Holthouse
Ranch Deposit, San Benito County, California® by George W. Walker,
and the original application for an exploration loan.

I agree with Mr. Walker's conclusion that the concentration of uranium \
ad other heavy minerals in the deposit.is too low to be of economic
value, and the exploration loan should not be granted.

Sincerely yours,

Edgar H. Bailey

Enclosure (5)











o ?mpnm wmm an tm ualmumn hpui% San mu_»

: Mm.» Californis {8 diveeted tounrd an sconoeds svaluation of the.
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sineralw. - Avess whish contained moticesble quantities;of othér heavy .
o omSneyaln wers: studied tn detail. A ramber of semples were collsoted ta R o
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L | - CoPY
 Mr Hadl | BT
T 102 01d Kdnt Building =
San Francisco 3, California

© June 19,1951

Hr. Lincoln R. Paud }
Box 7618; Lakewood Branch
U. S. Geological Survey
Denver 15, Colorado

. Dear Lincs

As Ward s on leave I am writing regarding DHA Dockef.s‘ WK,
. 775x and 93hx, all of which are familiar to you. Your lstters indi-
Cate,you sre willing to supply us with a gaolozist to accompany ‘one of

‘our men in exmining two of the three properties, althagh one of .
these seems to have little merit. In the interest of educating at
least one of the men hére as to what ic wished on such examinations,
the followin: proposal is submitted for your consideration.

: ~ George Walker is now here and, as I unierstand it, will be
. working for you after August 1, although he will remain-stationed here
'for a while.  He tells me he is going to have difficulty meeting the
set deadlines havever, it would make gool semse for him to be broken :
in to this type of work by maeking a few examinations in company with one
‘of your regular mon. - Thereafter he could advise our other men as to
how to work a counter and cut samples. His current work is urgent only
. 4n that it should be completed prior to your deadline, and it is of such
a character that he can leave it for a brief period without loss.
Therefore, I would like to propose that you send one of your men here :
 to go to some, if not all, of the three deposits with the prime objective
‘of familizrizing George with technique and procedure.

‘ . ".George could make these examinations during any period after
June 24, ' I estimate it wouli require no more than a week of his time,
but if jyou approve of this interruption it probably would mean he would
not be able to join your group on a full time basis until a week later j
than now planned. If this proposal meets with your approval please let -

us know when we can expect your geologist to arrive. - . RN

.. Sincerely yours,.

~© . Ddgar H. Dailey

~ ect H. C. Miller
. ect DA 3Lh5x
" i DMA 775
\\Dm 93hx
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' -DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY" o
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- Tan Pesacisco, cﬂxﬂrzﬁa BT R
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' m at.tnmad ﬁmt mm m hmz referred w e
) covers o mwty o which vie have no inforvation mgtm. P
The equivilent ursafon analyses goted in the docket, howewer,
. are less than U013, Therefore, it mould s pear to o that &
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UNITED STATES S
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR BUREAU Or Mo 27
m

) REGION
: WE ENSE MINERALS ADMINISTRATION RECEIVED

KN WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

N JUN4 1951
. JUN 1 1951 s rrascmon, eanromus
Answered )
Mr. H. C. Miller
Executive Officer, Field Team, Region III DMA Docket - 934
1415 Appraisers Building Re: Holt House Ranch
San Francisco, California ) San Benito County,
California
Uranium

Dear Mr. Miller:

I am transmitting herewith one copy of the informal
application of Louis C. Ball, 1304 Oakland Avenue, Piedmont, California,
dated March 30, 1951 You might ask the applicant to submit a formal
proposal on MF-103 if you believe this is necessary at this time.

The A.B.C. does not have a field report on this prospect;
while we do not think the proposition appears promising, a brief field
examination is suggested in order to develop enough evidence to turn it
down, or approve it.

In accordance with the instructions on fissionable material,
outlined in Procedural Instruction No. 5, please contact Mr. Lincoln
Page for expert geological advice in the event assistance is required.

Yours €Ty truly,

Chairman, Coordjfiating C mmlttee

Baclosure

W@Q‘W\m ) &“W:g\"(

Tor the Bureau of Mines @g%fk

.

For the G?f}ogical vey






Qg%gfﬂy i ' DEPARTMENT OF INTE:R::

BUREAU OF. MINZS
/ * REGION Il
}\ . APR 21951
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

March 30, 1951

\Ref’er to | Noted | Date .

._Mro Ho G. Miller : ’ If -
U.S. Bureau of Mines \__-———-—-—-
630 Sansome Street

Sen Francisco, California _ { | k”j
YA'nswered r ,

Dear Mr. Miller:

At your suggestion, I have completed a preliminary re~
port according to the outline for submission of information on
strategic minerals to the Defense Minerals Administration. I be-
lieve the report is self explanatory.

Copies have been forwarded to Dr. Boyd in Washington
for edvice and further information.

Yours vé:‘y truly,

Louis C. Ball
Geologist
1304 Oaklend Avenue '
Piedmont 11, California

ICB:em
Enclosure -






DEPARIMENT OF INTERIO:

B
APPLICATION FOR ASSISTANCE '
IN DEVELOPMENT OF STRATEGIC MINERALS
: APR 21951
Name and Address of Applicant SAN FRANCIS00, CALIPFORNIA

Louis C, Ball
1304 Oskland Avenue
Piedmont 11, California

Neme_and ‘Exact Location of Progertz; Metal, or Mineral

Holthouse Ranch, Portion of Sec.l0 T13S, R4E, MDBM, San Benito County,
California, three miles south of San Juan Bautieta on east bank of San
Juan Creek,

Mineralized Sandstone containing 11men1te, magnetite, and zirconqmonazite
complex.

Information as to OWnership, Leases, Directions for Reaching the Property from
Nearest Town

Mineralized area is on property belonging to the Holthouse family, cattle
ranchers of San Benito County. Lease on the property is held by Louis
Channing Ball and Richard Smith Hall, Partners, Property may be reached
by taking county road south from San Juan Bautista. This road follows the
east bank of San Juan creek, By road, the mineralized area is three miles
from San Juan and about one mile south of the cement works of The Pacific
Portland Cement Company which are on the opposite side of the creek.

The following additional data are also offered regarding this mineral occurrence:

1, General Description of Mineral Showings

A mineralized sandstone outcrops at a turn in the county road and there is
evidence that at this point the road has been benched or cut in the sandstone
formation, The outerop is of a coarse, dark, compact sandstone which in color
and character differs noticeably from the formations with which it is in contact,
The general area is approximately one mile west of the strike of the San Andreas
fault, The sandstone is part of a fault block and the south end of the outcrop
appears to be a fault plane normal to the strike of the San Andreas., The sand-
stone 1s thought to be in contact with a late (Miocene) voleanic rock along
part of the length of the fault plane,

Interest in this mineral occurrence was first engendered when surface
reconnaissance with a Geiger-Mueller Radiocactivity Counter indicated the presence
of radioactive materials. Inspection at night with a portable mineralight
later showed the presence of fluorescent mineral.

2. Known Dimensions of the Deposit

The outcrop is approximately 50 feet long in a north-south direction and
stands an average of eight feet above the present road level. It dips into a
hillside to the east and is thought to extend over 1000 feet east along the fault
plane mentioned above,






3. History of Deposit (Development Work, Ore Shipments, etcs.)

The deposit was discovered by random prospecting in January, 1949, There
‘have been no commercial shipments from the deposit other than a 300-pound metal-
lurgical sample in February, 1950,

4o Description of Mine Workings

There are no mine or quarry workings on the deposit at this time,.

5. Sampling and Assays (including maps or sketches, if available)

No formal sampling has been ﬁade of this deposit. Analyses of sampies
noted below in chronological order represent random surface or "grab" samples
of the outcrop face,

The results of sampling done to date are.as follows:

a. Six-pound sample for urnaium determination by Radiocactivity
Counter, January 22, 1949.

Radioactivity ~ none

SmithéEmery (Laboratory No, 303773)
920 Santee Street
Los Angeles 15, California

b, Six-pound sample for uranium, iron and titanium, and zirconium
determinations, February 11 and March 31, 1949,

Uranium - none found

Iron = 53,92%

Titanium oxide = 7,01%

Zirconium oxide - 0,15%
Abbot A. Hanks, Inc. (Laboratory No. 4439)
62/, Sacramento Street
San Francisco, California

Co Six~pound sample for radioactlvity, percent equivalent
uranium determination, March 28, 1949.

Sample No., 404 LCB-1
Radioactivity, percent equivalent uranium - 0,012%
Nature of sample-_Hehatite-bearing sandstone

U.S, Geological Survey (Mr. Arthur P. Butler, Jr.)

Trace Elements Office
Washington 25, D, G,

wzﬂ






Six-pound samples, LCB=2 and LCB=3, for (A) Uranium equivalent and
(B) qualitative mineralogic examinations

Radioactivity, Percent

(A) Semple No, Equivalent Uranium Nature of Sample
40/, LCB=2 0,013 . Limonitic Sandstone
404, LCB=3 0,005 Limonitic Sandstone

(B) Sample LCB=2 consists of the following minerals, in their .
9
order .of abundances '

Magnetite I/
Quartz ' '
Heavy minerals (approximately 15% of the sample)

Tlmenitel/ .
Zircon l/

Garnet

Hematitel/

Biotite

Epidote

Muscovite

Monazite;/
Allanitel/

1/ A highly altered; iron-stained carbonate cement which
reacts positively to a qualitative uranium test was found
associated with these minerals,

Sample LCB=-3 has the following mineral constituents in their
order of abundance

Quartz
Altered feldspar N
Heavy mineralg (approximately 10% of sample)
Hematiteé/‘ :
Limonite2/
Garnet
Zircon
Ilmenite2/
Magnetiteg/
Epidote
Biotite
Muscovits
Monazit

Pyrite
2/ Mineral reacts positively to a uranium test

Dates of Determinationss
A, October 27, 1949
B. December 30, 1949

U, S. Geological Survey (Mr. Arthur P, Butler, Jr.)
Trace Elements Office
Washington 25, D, C.
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eo Analysis of sample from 300-pound metallurgical shipment for Spiral
concentrator testing, June 5, 1950,

T{tanium Dioxide 5,60% (H. I, Co. Lot 566)
Humphrey Investment Corporation
First National Bank Building

Denver 2, Colorado

6o Engineer's or Geologist!s Report, if available

There has been no specific investigation made of this property by an engineer
or geologist; however, the general geology of the quandrangle within which the
deposit occurs is covered in the following reports

"Geology of the San Juan Bautista Quadrangle, California,"
Bulletin 133, California Division of Mines, Ferry Building,
San Franciseo, 1946, by John Eliot Allen

The general geological setting is as follows:

The occurrence of sandstone is noted by Allen to be in the San Lorenzo
Group of Oligocene Age. He describes it as "massive, poorly bedded, yellow
arkosic sandstone; buff-colored sandstone and sandy shale, fossiliferous," The
igneous rock with which the sandstone is in contact is described as "andesitie
porphyry and agglomerate, interbedded with some arkosic sandstones (ss) and
black basalt flow at base.®

The area is in the low foothills of the Gabilan Range (Cienega del Gabilan)..
The Gabilan Range, of uncertain age but thought to be pre-~Franciscan, is composed
of blotite quartz diorite with aplite dikes,

Situated as it is on a fault and in contact with a volcanic rock, this
deposit of sandstone satisfies two criteria for mineralization., The presence
of contact minerals;such as garnet, lends further credence to this belief,

7. Description of Surface and Underground Installations and Eg

uipment

At the present time, there are no installations of any kind of equipment on
the property. It is to be noted, however, that during 1951 San Benito County °
plans to widen the county road whereon the sandstone outcrop occurs, Arrangem
ments will be made with the county authorities to advise when this work is to
be done in order that material which will be blasted from the face may be
preserved for testing and/or inspection.,

8, Description of Proposed Project, Including Types of Assistance Desired

The project now proposed for this property would be for a formal engineering
and geologic investigation to be conducted to determine its value, Such a
project should include mapping on a large scale, and diamond drilling to locate
mineral values and determine reserves., The whole area should be cross-sectioned
for the purpose of taking radiocactivity readings, and counter probes should also
be inserted in drill holes to ascertain gains or drops in radiocactivity,






This investigation should include,or be coupled with; physical testing to
determine optimum grind to unlock minerals, washing tests to remove oxidized iron
stain; classification by flotation, tabling or spiral concentrators, magnetic
separation (wet and dry) and electrostatic testing. It has previously been
determined that 65% to 70% of the ore is in excess of 2.95 specific gravity and
that 50% of the heavy mineral was magnetite.

In the case of assistance from the Govermment, a mining engineer from the
U.S. Bureau of Mines and a geologist from the U.S. Geological Survey should be
dispatched to examine the property and make their report and their recommendations,
Depending upon results, a program of further metallurgical testing could follow
the surface examination,

In the case of investigation by a private concern, an option to sub-lease
or operate could be negotiated. An option period of from six to nine months
is thought to be sufficient for such work,

9. . Requirements of Proposed Project in Terms. of Money, Manpower, Construction,
Eguipment. Su 31iesL‘Rogdsf Water Supply and Time to Carry Out Project

Two men and one diamond-drill erew working one month should be able to cover
the requirements of proving this deposit from a tonnage and value location
standpoint. Cost for such work is estimated at from $2,500 to $3,500. 4
concentrating plant for a volume production of fifteen to twenty tons of concen=
trate per day should have the following approximate flowsheet:

Quarrying
Crushing
Grinding
Screening and Washing
Concentration
By Specific Gravity By Magnetic and
variations electrostatic methods
It is felt that the purpose of the plant should be to concentrate market-
able grades of ilmenite and magnetite, By=product values of zircon, monazite,
and allanite might also be realized, No estimate of cost of installation of
such a plant is estimated at this time. The closest rail shipping point is at
Betabel on the Southern Pacific Railroad, a distance-of six miles by paved high~
way. .
Summary

An interesting occurrence of sandstone containing valuable minerals occurs
in an easily accessible area, Geologic considerations point to the possibilities

5=





of extensive mineralization, Economic factors, while not fully resolved, appear
favorable at present mineral prices. Experimentation on the concentratability

of mineral values through the use of two-~stage; spiral classifiers and wet
magnetic separation have been encouraging, Additional work on grinding is
suggested by the results of concentrating experiments, The radiocactive nature

of the deposit, while not indicative of high=grade uranium concentration, should
be thoroughly investigated since samples previously run for uranium determination
were taken from the surface, oxidized portions of the deposit,

A ready market is available for the prime values of ilmenite and magnetite,
and concentration of radioactive by-products.should be pursued in the interest of

developing new sources for National Defense.
rd P
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