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C
UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF MINERALS EXPLORATION 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
U. S. Court House, Rm. 656 
W. 920 Riverside Avenue 
Spokane, Washington 99201 



September 20, 1968 


Memorandum 


To:	 Chief, Office of Minerals Exploration


G:: ci 


:	 o, M0 


f LEiV 


$EP 2 1968 


From:	 Field Officer, Region I 


Subject: Transmittal of New Application (Gold) 
Polk, Roscoe M. and Ruth 
Siskron Mines 
Josephine County, Oregon 


The enclosed copy of an ONE application appears to be comp1ete. with 
two exceptions. Copies of the applicants' letters to the banks and 
bids from independent contractors for the proposed bulldozing, 
drifting, and drilling are missing. 


Treasher's report published in Oregon Metals Mine Handbook, Bulletin 
114-C, 19142, states that the owner of the property at that time 
was H. W. Finch. It might be well to request clarification of how 
the property passed from Finch to the applicants who say they are 
now the owners.


D. R. MacLaren 


Enclosures
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 



GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


SEP 20 1PPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE IN MINERALS


Budgt13urepu	 'I .i.t.)U0 
Appto'vl epires'bec. 311968 )	 ' 


C?; / 


£ 


EXPLORATION . 


Pursuant to Public Law 85-701 (72 Stat. 700; 30 U.S.C. 641) 


NAME OF APPLICANT (Full legal name and mailing address as they should 
appear on contract if one is executed.) 


ROSCOE N. POLK and RUTH POLK 


Grants Pass, Oregon 


97S26


APPLICANT DO NOT USE THIS 'a..ock 


DO C K E T NUMBER (,
	


L11 \\/ 


DATE RECEIVED 


REGION	


_..i::z:-. 
DIVISION CODE 


BUSINESS ORGANIZATION

(Check one) 


INDIVIDUAL	 -i:1 
CORPORATION 
PARTNERSHIP 
OTHER (Specify) 


STATE IN WHICH FIRM IS 
ORG ANI ZED


LIST CORPORATE OFFICERS OR PARTNERS HERE, IF APPLICABLE 
NAME	 ADDRESS	 TITLE 


ROSCOE N. POLK ) 
) -----------------------------------Owners 


RUTH POLK	 )


T	 C'	 )	 - 


Grants Pass, Oregon 
Telephone No. Area Code S03 Li.76-3017 


MINERAL(S) FOR WHICH YOU WISH TO EXPLORE 


Gold 
ESTIMATED COST OF PROJECT 


$	 66.,6S0.oO


PROPERTY 
NAME 


GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS


LOCATION 
COUNTY	 STATE 


Siskron Mines	 Josephine	 Oregon 


Before filling out this application please read the OME 
Regulations for Obtaining Federal Assistance in Financing 
Explorations for Mineral Reserves (30 CFR Chap. Ill). To 
assure prompt action, your application must provide all 
applicable material and information specified on the back 
of this application form. Avoid unnecessary correspondence 
and delays by submitting complete and accurate information. 
Please submit two copies .01 this application and all accom-
panying papers: except as otherwise noted. Place your name 
and address on each sheet. . Each item of information, maps, 
and reports required as a part of this application is described 
on the back of this form. Identify each attached statement 
by the item number to which it applies. U an item does not 
apply to your application, show the item number on your state-
ment and after it write "not applicable." Maps or sketches


should be used to supplement narrative descriptions of the 
property location and boundaries in item 2, existing mine 
workings and geology in item 3, and the proposed exploration 
work in item 5. When this information is not too complex, 
all of it may be shown on one map or sketch. All documents 
and other attachments submitted as a part of this application, 
except those in item 3(g) which you mark to be returned, 
become the property of the Governmert and will not be re-
turned to the applicant. Send true copies, not originals, of 
leases, contracts, and other documents which are an essen-
tial part of your business records. File this application 
with the Office of Minerals Exploration, Department of the 
Interior, WjQVcXXXC)tkföC)&êWhXtC 
jxjc wastiington, D. C., 20242, or with 


the nearest ONE Field Office. 
CERTIFICATION 


The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, 
partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf and acting 
for the applicant, certifies that the information set forth 
in this form and accompanying papers is correct and corn-


DATED 


A wilfully false statement or certification to any Department or 
U. S. Code, Title 18, Sec. 1001.


plete, to the best of his knowledge and belief, and that 
he would not ordinarily undertake the proposed exploration 
under current conditions and circumstsnces at his sole 
expense.


sv (Signature) 


TITLE 


Agency oi the United States Government is a criminal offense.
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William F. Ford, Partner 
Ford. Bros Logging Co. 
1031 S. E. Clarey Ave. 
Grants Pass, Oregon 97526







S
	 S 


Siskron Group Mine 
Ro.scoe M..	 1k 
18 Eastern Ave. 
Grants Pass, Oregon 


renohing and Road Building 


Cat used - D 8 or cquivalent 
0pertor nd Storkmans Conpensation, etc. 
1000 hours at	 ___________ per hour 
Total cost


/p, ,1 4W
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To


Siskron Group ine 
Roscoe M.. POlk 
18 Eastern Ave,. 
Grants Pass, Oregon 


Bid


Drifting 500 foot tunnel 5' X 7' in accordance 
with mining code and regulations and Oregon 
Workman Compensation 
per foot _____________ 
500 foot totJ. cost	 &29', &O
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Oto200Ft. ---6.50 per foot. 
200 to 300 Ft - -	 7.50 per fOot. 
300 to 400 Dt - -	 8.50 per foot.


$100.00 
100.00 


MOBILIZATION 
DEMOBILIZATION 


i


. 


Siskron Mine Group 
18 Eastern Ave. 
Grants Pass, Oregon 


Attention:	 Roscoe M. Polk 


Bid proposal on 4,400 feet.A.X. Core Holes at 
Siskiron Mine Group in Josephine County. 


All access roads and drill sites to be provided by 
Siskiron Mine Group. 


Adequate water to be availabl.ewithin a reasonable 
pumping distance of drill sites. 


Contractor (ROBERT SHANNON) will have necessary 
Liability nsurace and Workman's Compensation 
to cover all drilling operations. 


Robert 0. Shannon 
249 Ewe Creek Road 
Grants Pass, Oregon 
97526 







To


Siskron Group Mine 


Roscoe M. Polk 


Grants Pass, Oregon 


Bid 


Core drilling 
4 holes - 400 feet 


per foot cost	 8.50 


1600 foot total cost	 $13,600.00 


Thirteen Thousand and Six Hundred Dollars. 


MOBILIZATION	 $150.00 


DEMOBI LIZATION	 150.00 


TOTAL - -	 $13,900.00 


B. William George 
11259 Lower River Road 


Grants Pass, Oregon 97526


. 
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Roscoe M and Ruth Polk 
18 Eatern Street 
Grants Pass 9 Oregon 97526 
September 17, 1968 


First National Bank 
Grants Pass Branch 
Grants Pass, Oregon 97526 


Gentlemen: 


I hereby make application for a loan of $499987.50 to be 
used for mineral exploration on the Siskron Group claims, which 
are ovm by us. 


Inclosed is the history of the property and geological 
data that indicate the possibilities of a mineral lode that 
could be a profitable mining operations. 


It is hereby requiested that this loan request be granted. 
The principal sum plus interest willb'e paid out of the proceeds 
from the minerals sold from the operations of the mine, at the 
rate of 5% of the gross revenue. 


If the policy of your bank is such as to preclude participation 
in this operation, your referral of this request to any parties 
who might favorable consider this venture would be appreciated. 


Sincerely, 


Roscoe M. Polk







.	 . 


Roscoe M and Ruth Polk 
18 Eastern Steet 
Grants Pass 9 regon 97526 
September 17, 1968 


United States National Bank 
Grants Pass .Banch 
Grants Pass, regon 97526 


Gentlemen: 


I hereby make •pplication for a loan of $49,987.50 to be 
used for mimeral exploration on the Siskron Group claims, which 
are . own by us. 


Inclosed is the history of the property and geological 
data that indicate the possibilities of a mineral lode that 
could be profitable mining operations. 


It is hereby requested that this loan request be granted. 
The principal sum plus interest will be paid out of the proceeds 
from the minerals sold from the operations of the mine, at the 
rate of 5% of the gross revenue. 


If the policy of your bank is such as to preclude participation. 
in this operation, your referral of this request to any parties 
who might favorable consider this venture would be appreciated. 


Sincerely, 


Roscoe M. Polk
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.kaou	 tU	 cn Li	 Licsr 3tJrmtts,	 That .............. 


•	 the undersigned, a citizen of the United States, or who has declared his intention 	 to 


become such ha	 this.......seaoA ........day of	 tt.2..........................located and 


claimed, and by these presents do	 locate and claim by right of discovery and location, 


compliance with the mining acts of Congress, approved May 10, 1872, and all subsequent 
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STATE OF OREGON 
Countyof ................................ 


...........................................................of .................................................. 
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as required by Section 3 of the Act of 1901, known as H. B. No. 1. 
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\:	 -Donley Barnes, County Clerk and ex-officio Clerk of the -------------CQUflty------------------Courb-


County and State, do hereby certify that I have carefully compared the foregoing cop------of 


o.ction..Ntic.:-------V1. 684page----8Q,-8 


------V1.16page....233.;......................................................................................... 


with the originaLS-----, and that ----- -tbax' ------------------------true and correct coSthereof and of 


the whole thereof as the same appear--------on file and of record in my office and in my custody. 



Witness my hand and seal of said Court affixed -------------------. 7 ------
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KNOW ALL MN Y THESE PRESENTS, That 	 .. unmarried 
, ...no .	 ... 


in consideg Qionof	 .	 $1Q.0OO....and...o.th.r. 	 O.Q.(t.!Afl(.	 V1.UthJ, .	 riaidiri.ti!gio1mrs,	 , 


. o . him .	 paid	 .	 t.c '	 1 .the.....ur.viyQr..of....eLthi.r. 
doe	 hereby remise, release and forever OUITCLAJM unto the said R	 1 .	 UiH. 


\ .P.O.LJCe..huband.sj .wifa •	 or.ta the sur.vIvoupcIu, th !theimeirs and assidns •
all	 • hi.	 •.••	 right, title and interest in and to the following described real property, with the tenements, 


• hereditamenfs and appurtenances, situated in the County of josephine	 ..... , State of Oregon, 
:• boundedanddescribedasfollows,to.wit:BEP'G that	 ortan llininr	 C1am krown as: 


— !a1nbow,Mire:	 Berirrini	 st Corner 1To	 1, which is the Southeast rorrer;	 t}'En'o 1OO feet Northerly to	 orncr No2;	 then'e 300 feet 
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c'ornor No, L4;	 then'e l'OO feet Southerly to	 orner No,	 ;	 thence 


: 300 feet	 • astorly to South end renter;	 thence 300 feet Easterly to 
•:::


• 
corner No, 1 the ooint o' hecirring, 


• Situated in the	 'orthwest Quarter of Setin l2	 Tov,nshjo 1O South 9	 • 


Ranr'e 7 West of the Willa;ette 1Ierjdjan on the West side of 5u'ker 
Creek about l	 'i1les Southoat of ('ave Junction and about oe 
mile South of the T3oswell Hine;	 the Northwest	 'orner of said claim 
bethg 819 feet East and 37L	 feet South of the I'orthwest rorner of	 H 
said Ser'tinn 12,	 and being that	 c'laim S'1Own by lor'atirn not.re 
rec'orded at	 ave tOO in Volume 61 of the NnLr( 	 Rerords in the	 H Clerks offi'e of said ('ounty 	 ar(	 amende' 1 lo-ation noti'e of even 
date herewith.	 • 
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1. FINANCIAL ELEGIB]IITY 


(a) True copies of. correspondence with local ' banks requesting loans and 
the banks' action, are encl9sed. 


(b) There are no affiliated, parent or controlling companies. 


(c) The applicant will furnish labor, equipment and money as needed to cover 
2S% of the cost of the work. 


2. APPLICANT'S RIGHTS IN LAND 


(a) ' Applicant is the owner of the land. The following unpatented mining claims 
comprise the land which is recorded in Josephine County, Oregon. 


Ecpectation Fraction Lode Claim	 v Vol. 68, Pg. 79 


New Years Lode Claim / 'Vol. 68, Pg. 81 


January 1st Lode Claim	 , Vol.'68, Pg. 83 


January 1st Extension Lode Claim / Vol. 68, Pg. 77 


Milling Lode Claim / ' Vol. 68, Pg. 83


(b) The land is located in Secs, 1 & 12 T, 1.iO S.R. 7W. in Josephine County, 
Oregon. 


The property has been known as the Sisicron group, Siskiron mine, 
Rainbow Mine "and January let Mine, 


Plate 2 shows the claims in relation to Section corners 1 & 12 and the 
roads and topography. 


(c) Not applicable. 


3. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 


(a) The mine workings and local geology are described in the Oregon Metal 
Mines Handbook published by the Oregon State Bureau of Mines and 
Geology, copies of which are.included herein. Plates 1, 2, 3, I, & 
show the mine workings, topography, roads and location of the property, 
The mine is located on the steep east slope of Sucker Creek Canyon. 


(b) A small block (80 tons) of high grade ore is being mined from a winze 
in the Siskron vein immediately below the tunnel level. Drilling is 
accomplished with a jackhammer and a jackleg when needed Compressed 
air is supplied by a 110 cu. ft. gasoline driven ccznpressar. 


The Adit is equipped with 12 pound rails. A standard 12 Cu, ft. mine 
car and approximately 300 feet of 1-1/2 inch air line. 


(c) Records of past production are shown In the report on the Rainbow Nine 
by Ray C. Treasher, Included herein, Current production is small and 
consists of mining on a small block of ore below the adit level, 
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3. Phj-sical Lscription (continued) 


(c) Records of past production are shown in the report on the Rainbow Mine 
by Ray C. Treasher, included herein. Current production is small and 
consists of mining on a small block of ore below the adit level. 


(d) There is probably a few hundred tons of ore left in the old workings as 
indicated on Plate 1. Ore reserves are shown on Plate 1. 


(e) The county rock in the vicinity of the mine is massive greenstone of 
Triassic Age. Numerous joints and fissures occur throughout the mine 
area, the most important of which are the SisiTon type striking approxil. 
mately N. 200 E. with relately flat dips (35, an east-west series 
associated with the Siskron vein and a series of veins striking N, 78° W. 
dipping steeply 78° to the south, 


The greenstone has been altered and mineralized over several quite large 
areas to soft lirnonite stained material. These areas occur in the 
fissures on vein systems roaly at intersections with intense jointing 
or sheeting in tF greenstone, They all pan some gold and the one on 
the New Years Claim is said to have been mined at one time, 


There is a series of strong veins striking N. 78° W. and dipping steeply 
to the south, three of which have been exposed on the Milling Lode Claim. 
These veins are shown in section and detail on Plate 3. All three show 
some gold in the pan. The middle vein is the most promising. A sidehil 
cut in this vein has exposed 3.5 feet of liinonite stained quartz typical 
of the gold quartz of the area. The Siskron Vein and four narrower flat 
dipping fissures striking N. 86° E. are shown on Plate 5. The fissues 
at the Adit portal shows strong sheeting and is only partly exposed. 


The hanging wall of the 3is1'on Vein near the Adit intersection i curved 
to form a bich fissure having an east-west strike and a flat 35 dip 
north. The ore stoped in this curved intersection is said to have been of 
higher than average grade, The face of the Siskron Vein drift southwest 
assayed $1.05 pe± ton. 


(f) The extension of the Siskron Vein northeast and southwest has not been 
explored. The samples listed on Plate ishows the grade of material 
too low in gold content to be considered ore. The mined out areas of 
stopes are reported to have produced some very rich pockets of gold ore. 
In places, these old mine workings are in excess of 10 feet in height. 
An average width of six feet would be conservative. Approximately 2700 
tons are represented in the stope openings with an average value of 
$59,000.00 at today's $35.00 per'oz. for gold or $l.8 per ton. 


The middle vein exposed on the Milling Lode Claim has 3.5 feet of quartz 
on the hanging wall and an unknown width of narrow quartz bands in 
cleavage planes or sheeting in the vein structure on the footwall. 


Mr. Polk states that a former leasee advised him that he had mined and 
shipped a $3,000.00 pocket of gold ore from the upper surface trench on 
this tein, 
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3. Physical Description (continued) 


This is a well defined, strong vein arid cc*ild possibly develop a 
considerable tonnage of gold ore. 


The large areas of sole weathered lirnonitic material offer open pit 
mining possibilities. 


(g) Two copies of Plates 1, 2, 3, 1 and are enclosed. No return required. 


Ij. ACCESSIBILITY OF PROPERTY 


(a) Mr. Roscoe N. Polk, 18 Eastern Street, Grants Pass, Oregon 9726, please 
give one week's notice before arriving to assure that Mr. Polk will be 
on hand to accompany representative to the mine, The mine i8 ac.cessibi 
by passenger car, Location is of f of the Oregon Caves Highway at Grey-
back Creek, you leage the Oregon Caves Highway turMng South (a right turn) 
then following a gravel road and keeping at all times on the left side of 
Sucker Creek for about 3 miles when you arrive at a log hause which is 
occupied by Roscoe Polk. The Adit level of the mine and part of the drifts 
and stopes above are accessible, The surface workings are free of snow 
most of the year. 


(b) Cave Junction and Grants Pass is the nearest source of supplies and 
material. There is a railroad at Grants Pass, Oregon. anelters are 
located at Tacoma, 'Washington and Selby, Calif'nia. 


!. EXPLORATION ORK 


(a) The proposed xploration work consists of the following: 


1900 feet of dozer trenches 
SOO feet of drifting on veins 


1600 feet of core drilling 
300 samples for gold and silver 


The trenches, as shown on Plate 3, will have the following lengbhs: 


Nos. , 2, 3, t,	 200 feet each	 1000 feet 
Nos. ()to 11	 1SO feet each	 900 feet 


(a	 Total 1900 feet 


The dozer trenches will be made with a Catepillar D-8 Do2er or equal. 
The trenches will be made to a depth ncessary to expose the in-place 
material. The drifts will be 200 feet in length, the width of the 
dozer blade wide, Samples will be taken at 10 foot intervals in the 
dozer cuts and 5 foot intervals in the drift, This work is shown on 
Plate 3. 


(b) Four core drillings will be made of LiO0 feet each as shown on Plate 34I 
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5. Exploration Work (continued) 


(c) 2000 feet of access roads, as shown on Plate 3, will be required. 
These access roads will be the standard logging road type of the area, 
approximately 20 feet in width, of dirt construction and made with a 
dozer. Some cTi'ing of trees and tree stumps will be required. 


(d) If an 0.M.E. contract is executed, the work will start within 30 days 
of the contract date and be completed within 12 months. 


6. EXPERIENCE 


The work will be supervised by Mr. Roscoe M, Polk, owner of the property 
for the past six years. He has owned his own logging company and has 
constructed many miles of logging roads. He can personally operate any 
excavation or mining equipment to be used. 


7. ESTDVIATE OF COSTS 


(a) Independent Contractors: 


Estimated dozer time for Catepilar D-8 Dozer or equal 
not to exceed 1,000 hours at $25.00 an hour, 
operator furnished. 	 .	 $25,000.00 


500 feet drifting on veins at $51.00 a foot 	 25,500.00 


1600 feet of core drilling at $5.00 a foot	 8,000.00 


Assayingl300 samples 
Gold and Silver at $3.00 a sample	 900.00 


(b) Personal Services: 


Supervision - one 1 $600.00 per month, 9 months	 5,lj00.0O 


Office expense - 9 months at $50.00 per month	 5LO.0o 


Engineering and Geoloica1 Services, 10 days 
tone visit per month). @ $75.00 a day 	 750.OQ 


Per diem outside consultant 
10 days © $16.00 a day	 160.00 


Transportation .f or consultant, I,000 miles 
at lOçt mile	 .	 Loo..00 


The Supervisor can keep the records, take samples 
and perform other minor tasks connected with the 
work. 


Services listed are available in the general area 
except for engineering and geological Services which 
will require the consultant to travel about 200 miles 
each way 
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7. ES'rn'IATE OF COSTS (Continued) 


(c). Operating Material, and ipplies: 


Included in independent contractors 7(a) above. 


(d) Operating Equipment: 


To be furnished by independent contractors 


(e) No initial.réhabilitationnd repairs needed. 


(2) No new buildings, 2 tres,: and installations needed. 


(g) Miscellaneous 


All items included in above listings. 


TOTAL ESTIMATE CF COSTS $66,69j .00 


( 
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FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF OREGON 
GRANTS PASS BRANCH. 205 N.E. SIXTH STREET. GRANTS PASS, OREGON 97526 


September 18, 1968 


Roscoe M. and Ruth Polk 
18 Eastern Street 
Grants Pass, Oregon 


Dear Mr. & Mrs. Polk: 


We have reviewed your application for financial assistance in 
minerals exploration, and are unable to loan the $66,650., that 
is estimated to be the cost of the project. 


The project, at this time, is not qualified for bank credit. 


Very truly yours, 


C. D. erydith 
Assistant Manager 


CDM/pm


SEP g 1968
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UNITED STATES NATIONAL BANK OF OREGON 


GRANTS PASS BRANCH 


400 S.W. SIXTH STREET 


P. 0. Box 410, GRANTS PASS, OREGON 97526 


HEAD OFFICE - PORTLAND 


September 18, 1968 


Roscoe M. and Ruth Polk 
18 Eastern Street 
Grants Pass, Oregon 


Dear Mr. and Mrs. Polk: 


Upon reviewing your application for a loan in the amount of 
$66,650.00 for the purpose of minerals exploration, this being 
the cost of the project, we must advise you that this loan 
does not qualify for bank credit. 


Very truly yours 


M. F. Gallagher 


MFG:iv 
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L	 *leforencos	 Shonon, 33b 163-167 (quoted) 
1 1 	 ?ark3 and Swartloy, 16 72, 146, 184 (quoted) 


;•	 .	 Dillor and Kay, 0 9 : 76 - 73	 . .	 .	 S	 -v 


	


.	 . ..	 .	 Diller,	 .. .	 .	 .	 .	 :	 •	 . 


	


•	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 ' 
C	 •	


RAIfl[3O.! MIIIk. (gold)	 Waldo area .	
Formerly known as the Slakron Mine; January Firot Lime. • . 	 • •.	 .. : .	 ., 


Jc	 r	 2!.!ar	 H 1 Finch, 1516 Euclid Ave., IJerkoloy, California 	 Operator is Ralph Burr, Cave 


	


4 ,	 Junction, Oregon 


?	 &eo 12, T LO S , 1 7 IV , on Sucker Creek, 15 niles from Cave Junction 


	


:'	 •	 and 143 miles from Grants Pass. Pavod road is within 3 miles of the mine. 
:';	 ••s:	 Area:	 Five claims, Jô acres3 	 .	 . .	 •	 .• 


or	 The mine wac disoovered in 1915 by Mr Siskron who worked it from 1917 to 1927 
, Asaooiatea Developing Co. purchaeed it. in. 1.927 and operated it until l 9 2 9	 II.1V. Finch . 


S:9k


	


	 secured control and operated from 1 9 2 2 to 1935	 The Oregon Gold kinee, Seattle, Waahington, 	 'r 
operated until Dooember, l37. Finch took over at that time and operated intermittently 


1 


'i	
until Burr started work in l 9 O	 Reported production is 


y '	 1917-1927	 $15,000 


1w	 1	 l27-l929	 3,000 
1:	 .	 •	 .	 .	 1922-1935	 22,000	 ...	 ,'	 .	 . 


,.	 .	 .	 . 1 935- 1 937	 6,500	 .	 . ,.	 . 
.,.	 6,5oo	 . .	 . 


	


..' I	 .	 There are a number of open cute, short tunneL,, and otopes, most of whioh are 	 • : 
')	 I	 1nacoosjblo	 They represent work done prior to l29. The main workings open at present 


are the 200 level, with stopes above it, and two winzes to the 300 level on which some work • : 


	


.	 .	 hai.boen done.	 .	 .	 .	 . . :	 :'	 •	 .	 .	 I	 • 
I '1	 I	 •	 .	 ,	 .	 .	 ous	 .	 . ..	 ....., 


	


.	 iSining Conditions: Steep mountain/topography; elevation 2100 .2900 feet, There isample	 • . . 
,	 timber for mine timbers0	 ator for milloperation is available about 8 months of the year; : 


p	 water from Sucker Creek sufficient to operate a 25 ton mill is available by oumping at all 
times	 !icinum snow fall is three Leot, but snow seldom interferes with operattone for 


	


. . :	 more than a few days at a time. Climate is generally mild. 	 .... 


	


t:	 .	 .	 .	 .	 ..	 .	 . 


	


1	 .	 Geology: The principle rock types of the area are fine-grained metaigneoua, both flow . 	 • 


i k4.:,;	 and intrusive.	 mall serpentine bodies lie west and southwest of the mine. Some faulting 	 • • : 
has occurred	 'Iho U S Gool Survey party under direction of F G Wells has mapped one 


	


;,1	 lault trondin j'enorally N 20 i through the area and anothor tronain generallj N 20 £ , 
:?;'	 which is cut oil by the H. W. fault.	 . .	 .	 . .	 . 


	


.	 .	 . 
The meta-igneous rock exposed on the property has been silicitied and altered to some 


extent, and near the surface the rock shows considerable we&thering.. The quartz vein 	 : 
• (Siskrori 'vein) contains rusty to glassy quartz and small inclusions of wall rook. 	 . 


The main or Siskron vein has been cut oft by a fault, trending N. 62 4. and dipping 


35 dorees N. I. ho fault contains some quartz. It is exposed at thó surface and also 


on the 300 level about 8 feet south of the south winze. Southwest of this fault is a 


	


.	 huar zone that trends N. 20° i. and dips 60 degrees N. E. As plotted on the mine map, 


the shear zone extends to the south winzo, but evidence on the round to verify this 
extension cou]d not be found, 	 :	 •	 • 


/ 
The ;iskron vein has a variblu strike, but' generafly strikes N. 20 ., und dips 35°NL - 


i':; 5Th Iv7,5 


____	
T?ocof


__	 f__i)__	 ___ 


	


•	 .	 •	 .•	 •	 •	 •	 .	 -







-*-----	 '	 .-.	 . .,.,.	 .	 ,	 •i 


-!	 . 
*'	 '	 .	 .	 ........	


1 t Josephine County - Y1do Area 	
212 ,, .	 .	 . -	 -:-	 -	 :,	 . •,.. 	 r • . ,.	 . 


The vein pincho3 cnd te11a to a naxthum o1 five root	 Tho "vein" In a not.vork of -'uartz 
voinlutn and mota-ignooue rock---the quartz content varying from titn scams to voine 6	 ' 
inchos wide	 Acording to advice of the o )urL.tora, there appoara to oo an ore.shoot sytom


	 . 
that rakes I, 15° 11 


One particularly rich oro-choot wac mined adjacent to the quartz-filled fault that 


cuts off' the .,iskron vein. Others to the north seem to parallel thia ore-shoot and grow



	


.proressive1y loaner toward the north.	 .	 .	 .	 .	 . 
. 


	


?he ore contains free Cold toCothor with some pyrite and a small amount ol' chalcopyrite.	 , :' 


	


.	 .	


••N 


	


Pinches and siells within ths von seem to • oar a relationto ore deposition. Orois	 ': 
richer in tho t I uwell ,P 9 . to ? ei A, 3, and C inicte a width of 1.6 feet.	 Five other veins ,'. S .3' 


	


aro reported on the property but no work has been done to prove them. LOO tonc of ore is • /'	 • ' . 
. iridicaod below the main luvol.	 roru i	 iome ore ir pillars and in tho "tines" along the 	 • 
'oot'ual1 in tI10 8tope above the main or 200 level.	 S 	 • 	 . 	


: , 


	


. 	 . 	


: 


etallur	 3rr. is hard 4urtz, ol laLloh 50 iorcont is froo il1in 	 The mill ha a I-ard- 	 i 
ing 25 ton ball .iill, ainalcrnatjon 't.apa; flotation was used at one time. 	 At present the .... ..	 •	 • 


	


ore Is around in the IIardin mill, oou throuh a. launder, then to iflpact-amal'amators, and
	 ; . to azto	 (.o.aLeiiplatod imrovonents include a hydraulic trap oetween the bLil nih	 nd 


Lho launder, and the t.b11n of the dIchr o from tho amal,amatora	 f 


	


u1phides in the ore a i car to .o sufficient in quantity and value to justiLy 	 t'4 Concentration.	 .	 . .	 .	 .	 . .	 . .	 .	 .	 . . :; • .	 .	 S 	 . 	


, eport b	 laj C jrctsner, cou-ry l, l9l	 ' .	 ...	 .	 ,	 S 	 . 	 . 	 . .. 


. 	 . . 	 . 	 . 	 . 


. 	


Y;;uLu'	 COPL'i	 (c9ppor, nickel)	 Waldo area	 •	 .. . ,. .	 . : .	 .	 ..	 ; t Gwier:	 Unknown	 .	 : •	 . .	 .,.	
!. 


. Looition:	 sec. 2', T. 1 W :;., a. 9 ., elevation about 2&OO feet; located in a gulch south • 	 . . 
ol' uo t.rLii	 I 


.	 .	 .	 .	 .	 S 
Area :	 Unknown	 . .	


: 
—	 . .	 ,	 ., . 


. . iistor2:	 "i• prospoct near itouah arid cady creek, aoout 12 miles northwest of Ilaldo, with 	 ••	 •	 ,.. 
850 reet ot tnne1f, Ue3 ir te midst of the ;reat serpentine arec. and has attracted 	 .. . 


. .	 . the attention of prospectors for copper. I was unalo to visit the prospect, but 	 •	 . : 


. . .	 :.:r, 1o 2!no lds kindly ;ont rc at my request a 3erie eL samples to illustrcte the ores	 .! 


	


01' hIs prospect. The material is iuch altorod andweathored serpentine, stained green	 .;. 


	


uy ;rboiiate of copper together with delicate pinkish or bluish ray tints, Suggesting	 ,	 .. i..;' • 


the prcscrico of coba].t, some iyrrhotite seems to bo present, ut it is evident that 


. .	 the •szm;)je are so altered that thoy afford an unreliable basis for judcing the ores. 	
I : iotri nickel c.nd Co it have boe) reported in these ores 	 Tests by 1.hase almer in 


the c1ie;ical laboratory 01' the Geologioal .hirvey showed the presence of 0.29 percent • 	 . . . . .; 
nickel, but no cotlt tu... iound ' 


I)evolopment	 fiiero arc a lOd t three adits wnich are oudly caved and it i8 unsafe to	 ; vw enter	 ork	 lued at over p 3000 was done	
I 


________	 \ port	 ay C 1roaier, a; 
5, 12'.O


$ 
eL erericc	 i)illor, 1	 u4	 (quoted) 


Parks & Swartloy, l(:1 93.	 .	 • .•	 .	 . . .	 ,	 . .	 .	 ...	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	
:,t: 


.	 o	 3Ui1G : Ii h1lT y GkiW	 .	 (aldo aroâ	 ,	 . .	 ,,j..,, 


Location: soc ,7, £ 3	 , '1 b W	 /'t7ç'5 


Y	
i9Jro.4-n pro r , c	 o 


	


___________________	 _____________	
'?526 


-	 -	 --	 .____________________________ 	 _________________________________ 


/ 


.	 .'







FORM No. 602—AFFIDAVIT OF
	


ON MINING CLAIM. 


5333


	
VQL 74 PAGE9b9 


PROOF OF LABOR 


STATE OF OREGON,


	


	 1 
.ss. 


County of... . b..L.z....e....... .J 


I,................................................................................, being first duly sworn, declare in 


regard to the annual labor performed upon the hereinafter named unpatented mining daini.... for the year 


ending September 1, 19J. 2.., to-wit: 


NAME OF CLAIM, as located and as recorded in the 


mining records of said county of JTo S epJ I '	 BOOK	 PAGE 


Sjp1	 'p'	 7y 
F,, 


1f	 d'i 


77 ' ; 


Number of days labor performed:....................!'2.').........c/............................................................ 


Character and location of improvements: 	 .... 


•	 .................... 


Valueof Improvements: $...............!.'.ô'..-................................................................................................. 


Dates of performing labor and making improvement:........ .4..... 


:::;:::::!:..::::i. 
Performedat request of.................................................................................................................................................. 


Performed by:......... 


Amount paid and by whom paid (if work done by other person than owner or owners.): 


c-ii 


Susced and sworn to before me ts 	 day of	 , 19 


1 A	 - ,/ 
-	 -	 -- Notar	 Public 


My Commission exPires )f..1L


7. ..
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1-	 OFFICIAL FILE COPY 


Dote Surname	 j 


25 J 120 


120 


110 


220 


____


• AIRMAIL 


Mr. &oscoe K. Polk	 ____ 
18	 Street 
Grants Pass, Oregon 91526


Re: ONR6154 (Gold) 
RoacoeM. a*d *uthPQtk 


• Siskron Mines 
Josephine County, Oregon 


Dear Mr. Polk: 


.A careful study of your application for financial esetstance tO 
explor. the subject property and of other info.rtion iv. ilabi. 
to us indicates that the probability of disclosing significant 
ore reserves on the property is. not sufficiently pronising to 
justify Government participation in the proposed exploration. 
Accordingly, we regret to tnforn you tbatyour application for 
ass istance is denied.	 • 


We wish. to thank you for your interest in. the minerals upiora' 
tien program and for bringing your property to our attention. 


Sincerely yours, 


.	 -	
() 


Prank t. Johnson •. 
Chief Office of 


•	 Minerals Zloratjcn 


cc: Director's Reading File 	 • 
•	 Economic Geology File	 • 


JèI1E Docket	 •.	 • 
OME Reading File	 • 
Region I	 • 


	


• Mr. Emerick	 .	 • 


WLErnerick/bsl 11/25/68	 0	 ••	 •


• 


I__________ 







&	 OFFICIAL FILE COPY 


Date Surname Code 


120 


120 _____ 


_______
11 O 


---


__ 220
.LJ.	 £ 


From:	 William L.. Emerick 


Subject: OME-6754 (Gold) 	 . 
Roscoe M.. and Ruth Polk 
Siskron Mines	 . 
Josephine County, Oregon 


Justification for Denial'. of Application 


•	 The Applicant proposed to explore for gold by 1,900 feet of bulldozer 
trenching, .500 feet of drifting on veins, and 1,600 . feet of diamond 


•	 drilling. The bulldozing includes several hundred feet of access road. 
Total estimated cost of . the proposed exploration is $66,650 of which 
the Government's .share at 75 percent is $49,987.50. 


The Applicant's property includes the Rainbow Mine from which a tOtal. 
production of $46,500 worth of ore hasbeen mined,, mostly from high 
grade pockets found •in thin quartz veins in sheared greenstone1 


The Field Examiner made a substantially thorough examination of the 
propertyand recognizes that some gold maybe found by additional 
exploration of exposed veins on theproperty, but concludes that the 
probability of finding ore.reservesof significant size and value by 


the proposed exploration would be speculative. In addition, observa-
tions indicate that the Applicant's competence tO supervise the 
exploration is questionable. Under these . circUmstances' it is 
recommended by the Field Examiner, with , the concurrence of the Field 
Officer, that the application be denied 


I concur with the recommendations.


William L Emerick 


•	 cc: Director's Reading File	 • ••	 .	 . . 
Economic Geology File 


•	 OME' Docket	 .	 , ,	 . •.	 •	 ,. 
ONE , Reading File	 . -	 .	 .	 .	 ' ' 
Mr Emerick 


WLEmerick/bsl 11/25/68







Memorandum


. 


•	 UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
• OFFICE OF MINERALS EXPLORATION 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
U.S. Court House, Bm. 656 
West 920 Riverside Avenue 
Spokane, Washington 99201 


November i8, 1968	 .••• - 


To:	 Chief, Office of Minerals Exploration 


From:	 Field Officer Region I	 H-


Subject: Application Examination Report 
OME-675 11. (Gold) 
Roscoe M. and. Ruth Polk 	 ______ I' 
Siskron Mines	 6 
Josephine County, Oregon 


Enclosed' is an examination report on the subject property by 
Willard P. Puffett, Geologist, Geological Survey. 


Although he recognizes that some gold may be found by additional 
exploration on this property, Puffett recommends that the appli-
cation be denied because: 


1. The chance of finding ore shoots of significant size 
and value relative to the cost of the exploration is 
less than fair. 


'2. The competence of the applicant is questionable. 


I concur with Piiffett t s recommendation. 


D. R. MacLaren 


Enclosure 
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UNITED STATES•



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF MINERALS EXPLORATION 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
U.S. Court House, Rm. 6%

West 920 Riverside Avenue

Spokane, Washington 99201



November 1, 1968 


Memorandum 


To:	 Field Officer, Region I 


From:	 Willard P. Puffett, Geologist 


Sub jéct: Application Examination Report 
• OME-6751i (Gold) 
Roscoe M. and Ruth Polk 
Siskron Mines 


• Josephine County, Oregon 


INTRODUCTION 


Mr. and Mrs. Polk have applied for an OME contract to explore for	 - 
gold ore at the old Rainbow or Siskron mine on the west 8lde of 
Sucker Creek in Josephine County, Oregon. The gold occurs with 
pyrite, arsenopyrite, and minor amounts of other sulfides in quartz 
veins that are in fault zones cutting metavolcanic rocks. 	 rr rt 


I examined the applicant's property on Sunday, November 3, 1968. 
Mr. and Mrs • Polk and family were at the property and Mr. Polk and 
his three sons accompanied me to several surface prospectpits and 
through the accessible part of the old Rainbow mine. I spent about 
7 hours at the property.


RECOMMENDATION 


It is recommended that the application be denied. A modest tonnage 
of gold ore can probably be found by drifting on the vein exposed 
near a caved tunnel in the southeastern part of the Expectation 
Fraction claim or by exploring the downward extension of the vein 
that had. been mined in the old Rainbow mine. The veins are narrow, 


•	 but reportedly some have contained small, rich ore shoots. The 
expected amount of ore to be found will not justify the expected 
costs of exploring for it. This, plus the questionable competence 
of the applicant to supervise the exploration, suggests that OME 
should not participate in the proposed work.







• S 
• LOCATION AND ACCESSIBILITY 


The applicant's property consists of' the following unpatented claims 
that are recorded in Josephine County, Oregon, as follows: 


Claim Name Book Page 


Expectation Fraction Lode 68 79 


New Years Lode 68 81 


January 1st Lode 68 8 


January 1st Extension Lode 68 77 


Milling Lode 68 83


These are in the NW see. 12 and the SW sec. 1, T. 110 S., R. 7 W. 
WM, Josephine County, Oregon. The claims were located on May 2, 
1962, and are in part relocations of claims formerly owned by 
Mr. Ora 0. Kessler, who sold them to Roscoe and Ruth Polk. Maps 
showing the locations o the claims accompany the application and 
are not reproduced with this report. 


The claims are on the steep slope west of Sucker Creek. Accesi to 
the property is by a gravelled road that leads south from the Cave 
Junction Highway at Grayback Creek for 3 miles. Bulldozed trails 
lead up the steep slope to the old mine workings. Another road to 
the property crosses Sucker Creek near its confluence with Grayback 
Creek. This road leads up the steep slope to above the old mine 
workings and many of' the old prospect pits on the New Years, 
Expectation Fraction, and January 1st claims. The old mine workings 
and most of the prospect pits are between 2,600 and 2,800 feet above 
sea level; the creek level below the mine is about 2,050 feet above 
sea level. All the hills are heavily timbered and outcrops of bed-
rock are scarce. 


There are no buildings on the property. Mr. and. Mrs. Polk reside 
temporarily near their claims in a log house on the east side of 
Sucker Creek.	 • 


GEOLOGY 


The geology surrounding the applicant' $ property is shown on the 
preliminary geologic map of the Grants Pass Quadrangle (Wells, 1911.0). 
The upper part of the hilislopes are underlain by Paleozoic or 
older nietavolcanic rocks that consist of altered lava flows and. flow 
breccias. A small body of serpentine has been mapped at the south-
west corner of sec. 12. The creek bottom and the slope east of 


•	 •	 2. 







.	 . 


Sucker Creek are underlain by altered volcanic rocks of Jurassic 
age. A fault trending about . 18° W. separates the two ages of 
metavolcanic rocks. 


The few outcrops in the mine area are fine-grained light-greenish 
gray greenstone, some of which appears to be strongly sericitic. 
No well-defined banding or layering was seen in any outcrop. 


Mr. Polk directed me to what he called a porphyry dike in an old 
cut in the northern part of the New Years claim. He mentioned that 
some fairly good assays had been obtained from samples of this dike. 
The rock he showed me was moderately well weathered, somewhat iron-
stained but did not look like a porphyry to me. There are a few 
tiny quartz stringers in it but none of' these warranted sampling. 


Quartz veins had been exposed in a few shallow pits. In general, 
these veins are small and were not exposed well enough to sample or 
to determine their orientation. There are two quartz veins that 
were better exposed In the southeast part of the Expectation Fraction 
Lode. Locations of these are shown on plate 3 of the application. 
A quartz vein, 6 inches thick, is in the trench near A' a few tens 
of feet south of the north boundary of' the Milling Lode claim. This 
near vertical vein strikes about due east. A sample from it assayed 
0.05 ounce gold per ton and a trace of silver. South of the trench 
is an old caved adit marked "shallow cut" on plate 3 of the applica-
tion. Mr. Polk said that he had been told that a pocket of high-
grade ore worth $3,500.00 had been mined from near the surface on 
the vein in this adit. The vein is fairly well exposed In front of 
the old adit and consists of several quartz stringers in a clay 
matrix. A sample cut across the full 30-inch width of the vein 
assayed 0.28 ounce per ton gold and 0.2 ounce per ton silver. This 
vein, nearly vertical, strikes N. 145° W. 


There is an open shaft about 150 feet south of the caved adit 
described above and this is shown on plate 3 of the application. 
A well-defined fault is exposed in the walls of the shaft and. strikes 
N. 10° W. and dips 60° SW. Mr. Polk said that panning some quartz 
from near the fault yielded many colors of gold. The ladder in the 
shaft appeared quite rotten and I did not think it safe to climb 
down in the shaft to examine the fault. This fault does project to 
an intersection with the vein in the caved adit and possibly some 
good grade ore can be found at the intersection. 


No or three other small quartz veins are exposed in shallow pits, 
but the applicant did not have much information regarding their 
metal content and none appeared worthy of sampling. 


3.
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Parts of the old Rainbow mine were open for Inspection. Plate 5 of 
the application shows the part of the mine that can be inspected. 
Other mine workings are shown on an assay map submitted with the 
application. Quartz veins in the mine are in shear zones that are 
composed of crushed greenstone. In some places the crushed zone is 
as much as 30 Inches thick, whereas the enclosed quartz vein is only 
a few inches thick. Pyrite and arsenopyrite are locally abundant. 
The assay map with the application shows that the sampled parts of 
the main vein range from 8 to 211. inches thick. Treasher (19112, 
p . 217) reportsthe vein pinches and swells to a maximum of 5 feet 
and that ore is richer in the thicker parts of the vein. 


The vein above the main or 200 level in the Rainbow mine has been 
stoped on both sides of' the main crosscut tunnel. The vein is ex-
posed in nearly all wails of the stopes but obviously is much 
thinner in the walls than where it was mined. The data on the 
assay map indicates that parts of the vein are rich in gold; one 
sample across : 15 inches assayed $68.38 (presumably all in gold). 
There is shown to be 1i.0O tons averaging $18.50 per ton between the 
200 and 300. levels. 


The main vein has been followed north on the 200 level to the sur-
face. This part of the mine is caved, but the old opening was seen 
at the surface. No exploration has been done to explore on the 
surface for the down dip extension of the vein below the 200 level. 


PRODUCTION 


The total production from the Rainbow mine is reported to be $116,500.00. 
Probably, most of this production came from the underground workings, 
but there are some shallow pits and shafts on the surface above the 
mine workings and Mr. Polk said some rich ore had been found in these 
surface workings. Mr. Polk believes that the reported production is 
much less than the actual production and áaid that he had been told 
of at least $60,000.00 worth of ore mined from high-grade pockets 
near the surface. There is no way of proving or disproving the re-
ports to which Mr. Polk refers. Many publications that describe 
early gold mining activity in southwestern Oregon mention that there 
is no record of early production and that some exceedingly rich 
gold ore had been mined but unrecorded. Thus, it is possible that 
the production from the Rainbow mine Is much greater than the 
recorded production.


11..
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APPLICANT'S PROPOSAL 


The applicant had hired a consultant to advise him concerning the 
best possible method of exploring his property and presumably the 
proposed exploration is that advised by the consultant. The pro-
posed exploration includes 1,900 feet of bulldozer trenches, 500 
feet of drifting on veins, and 1,600 feet of diamond drilling. The 
location of the proposedwork is shown on plate 3 of the application. 


The bulldozing includes the construction of several hundred feet 
of access road to explore for downward extensions of the vein 
exposed In the old Rainbow mine and to explore the vein in the 
southeast part of the Expectation Fraction claim. More bulldozing 
will explore the "porphyry" dike in the northern part of the New 
Years claim. Several trenches are proposed to explore "sheeted" 
belts near the portal of the Rainbow mine. 


The diamond drilling consists of four widely spaced holes of liOO 
feet each. Two of these holes will explore the vein exposed in the 
Rainbow mine and the other two will explore the downward extension 
of the "porphyry" dike. 


The drifting includes drifting in from the surface on the 300 level 
of the Rainbow mine and drifting to the northwest on the vein exposed 
in the old caved adit in the southeastern part of the Expectation 
Fraction claim. 


The bulldozing, drifting, and core drilling will be done under con-
tract. Contract bids submitted range from $25 to $30 an hour for 
bulldozing, $50 to $55 per foot for drifting, and from $6.50 to 


per foot for drilling. 


The total cost of the proposed exploration is $66,650.00 of which 
the Government's share at 75 percent is $119,987.50. 


APPRAISAL OF APPLICANT' S PROPOSAL 


The applicant's proposal is to explore several different targets 
for possible ore and appears to be somewhat of a scattergun 
approach. It is difficult to see where 1 ,900 feet of bulldozer 
trenching could be used; some trenching is justified in a couple of 
areas but not to the extent that is requested. The four drill 
holes that are planned might be successful in intersecting gold-
bearing veins, but their objective is not well defined. Some drill-
ing might be justified to search for downward extensions of the 
vein in the Rainbow mine, but such drilling could best be done from 
underground drill stations.







..	 S 
The vein in the shallow cut 1n the southeastern part of the Expec-
tation Fraction claim that assayed 0.28 ounce gold per ton across 30 
inches should be explored farther. The old caved adit should be 
cleaned up to determine how much drifting had been done on the vein. 
If the vein is persistent in the adit, then drifting to the north-
west is justified to explore the intersection of the vein with the 
northerly trending fault zone exposed in the shallow shaft. About 


150-200 feet of drift is required. 


Downward extensions of. the vein• in the Rainbow mine can be explored 
by bulldozer cuts. If the vein is exposed in the cuts and proves to 
be of adequate thickness and.gold content, a drift is justified to 
explore the vein between the surface and the old underground work-
ings. Projections on the applicant's map indicate that about 250 
feet of drift would be required. 


It does appear that, under the most favorable of circumstances, 
about 50 hours of bulldozing and li.00-1450 feet of drift could be 
justified to explore the veins on the applicant's property. The con-
tract costs submitted by the applicant suggest this work would cost 
about $25,000.00 as follows: 


50 hrs bulldozing at $25/hr	 $ 1,250.00 


li 50 ft drifting at $50/ ft	 22,500.00 


Supervision and sampling	 1,250.00 


$25 ,00Q00 


Gov't. participation at 75 percent $18,750.00 


The total amount of ore required to repay the Government's share of 
the cost, based on royalty repayments of 5 percent, is $18,750.00 X 
20 or $377,000.00. This means that for every foot of drift com-
pleted one should expect to find reserves of about $838.00. If it 
is assumed that the vein will average 2 feet thick and can be pro-
jected up and down dip for at least 200 feet, the value per ton 
will have to average a little more than $25.00. The applicant's 
map of the Rainbow mine shows a reserve of 1400 tons averaging 
$18.50 per ton; hence, it would seem reasonable that any new ore 
found will be of about the same value as this and would not be rich 
enough to fully repay the exploration costs as outlined above, 
even if the results were extremely favorable. 


The reported production from the Rainbow mine is $ Ii6,500.00 or only 
about 12 percent of the amount suggested above to repay the Govern-
ment's participation. It seems unrealistic to expect to find the 
required amount of ore by the proposed exploration. 


6.







S	 . 
COMPETENCE OF THE APPLICANT 


The application states that the work will be supervised by Mr. 
Roscoe M. Polk, owner of' the property for the past 6 years. Mr. 
Polk has constructed many miles of logging road and reportedly can 
operate any excavation or mining equipment to be used. 


The competence of an applicant is probably not too easy to judge on 
a 1-day examination. However, certain facts are obvious. The 
property has been owned for 6 years, but the owner has done scarcely 
any exploration of the surface exposures. His son has been doing 
some underhand stoping in a small stope in the Rainbow mine at the 
intersection of the main crosscut with the 200 level drift and a 
small tonnage of ore is stockpiled at theportal. It is hard to 
understand why It was necessary to mine underhand when the vein is 
developed by a winze to the 300 level and could have been mined 
upward from the lower level. 


A beginning had been made to build a bridge from the camp across 
Sucker Creek. Piles of rock had been bulldozed in place for the 
bridge footings, but no further progress had been made. 


A more or less home-made hydraulic dredge had been constructed to 
mine the gravels along Sucker Creek but was not in operation and it 
is questionable If It will work. 


A small rock pulverizer that appeared to be a blower fan with modi-
fied metal blades had been constructed. Apparently, this was to be 
used in crushing ore that had been mined. The reasoning behind this 
machine was not too obvious to me. 


Some attempts have been made to construct a hand-operated windlass 
for removing ore from the underhand stope. None of these have been 
successful. 


There are other pieces of equipment in various stages of disrepair 
scattered across the applicant's property and attest to his apparent 
lack of systematic planning in whatever project he undertakes. 


It might be assumed that much of the proposed work could be done corn-
petently because It will be subcontracted and only the general super-
vision of the work will be by Mr. Roscoe Polk. However,' the bids for 
bulldozing and the drifting include bids by Mr. Ken L. Polk, the 
applicant's son. Ken L. Polk would probably be given the contracts 
and from what could be seen at the mine, he is not much better 
qualified to do the work than Is his father. 


7.
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 


The applicant's property includes the old Rainbow mine from which a 
total production of $11 6,500 . 00 has been recorded. The ore is found 
in thin quartz veins In sheared greenstone. Ore minerals include 
free gold with pyrite and arsenopyrite. T1e veins range from a few 
inches to as much as 5 feet thick and. the thicker parts are reported 
to have contained the higher values. 


Some of the veins merit limited exploration that could be done by 
bulldozing and by drifting. The ore expected as a result of such 
work will be far less than that needed to repay, by 5 percent 
royalty, the Government's share of the proposed exploration. 


It is concluded that no exploration contract should be entered into 
with the applicant because the amount of ore to be found Is too 
small and because It Is questionable if the applicant is competent 
to adequately supervise the work.


f. 


Willard P. Puffett 


Distribti'on: 
OME V 
usGs(sRo) 
Docket 
Puffett
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!FICIAL FILE COP)' 


Surname	 Code 


6/68	 120 


_________ 120 
110 


Kr. Ziacs. K. PsIk 
11 Sisters Street 
Grants Nes, Orean 97526


is: *Z4Th4 (Osid) 
issese K. aaid Ruth P01k 


•	 Stskro* Niess 
c.usty, Oreges 


Dear Kr. Polk: 


Thask you for your letter tacii•is$ the s4didsasl i*f.rtf.. 1* 
atp.rt of the s*jsct appUcstiee. The applic*ttoa Let fiaeocl*1 
Ui1staøc. has beau referred for further c sLderatiou to 
Kr. D. k. MecLar.*. held Qfflc.r, Mgien 1, U. $. Cau1.ica1 
Survey, Offis. of )tiaerals txplerattss, sHe &%. West 2O Ziverside 
Ave., Spks*e, Washiato* 10l. 


Kr. )cIare* will ustify you if be requires additional 1*fors*tiau 
ciscsrai* the spplication d possibly to aak srraujonets for on 
on-sit.	 tuation .f the praperty. 


$iec.r.iy yours, 


FRANK E. JOHNZON(94) 
Freaki. Jihaso* 0 
Chief. Of fLee .f 
*1*1* Zzpl.rati.e 


cc: Director's Reading File 
Economic Geology File 


Docket 
ONE Reading File 
Region I 
Mr. Einerick 


WlEmerick/bsl 10/16/68


220 I
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FICIAL FILE COPY 


Dite	 Surname	 Code 


/68	 12( 
12C 


110 


1	 220 


I_______ ____ 
Plaid Officer1 1aisa Z 


o 


Sbjsct: .4754 si4) 
L zad Itath 1k 


*iai:	 a.s 
Jsabiat cty. Orsgsa 


The sabject *ppiicat.11. is r.furtd ts	 fe ffl 
fisid eiastisa if sarrs*t,d. a, re*se.dstle. 


m. AppUiet'$ c•iss ,f latters to be*ks rises* ar. sat tb. 
orlilasi.. Tbe sasset .1 less applied for in dia Appliesat's 
iettus s set apse with the at rsdes.d by the beaks. 
Likewise, te foz* •f bids for befideser sark3 driftiag, sad core 
drt1lia are sat to a sta*tard.. if sa saaite .thetise 
proses faviroblo the Appitesat abseld be r.Isir.d to famish a 
resset fiaucl4 statsemnt as sell ** bids in sore accaptabl 


.f*tim. 


Tbe .sdse	 a. for Wds.i' isrk stew e**s*tse. Tar 
type of serk to be deas a third *r, at seat, a half of tha tine 
.rntiaatad piobebly


FBANTC E. IDON) 


f*sek 1. Johasew


cc: Director's Reading File •	
EconQinic Geology File 


•	 Docket 
•	 OME Reading File	 . 


Mr. Emerick 
•.	 130	 .	 .	 . 


WlEmerick/bSl 10/16/68







Office of Minerals BxploratiOn 
Geological Survey 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
Washinton DC 202h2


Ie	 (}IE..675b (Gold) 
Roscoe N. & Ruth Polk 
Siskron Nines 
Josephine County, Qtgon 


Gentlemen: 


Your letter of September 27, 1968 request the following information which is 
enclosed. 


1. CopIes of correspondence with two banks requesting an exploration loan. 


2. Ownership record of the Siskron Claims. Mr. Finch, the owner of the 
claims in l912 died in 1958 or 1959 and the man (a Mr. Collins) who 
was doing the assessment-, work for him restake the rainbow claim • Mr. 
Collins sold the rainbow claim to Mr. Ora 0. Kessler, Mr. Kessler sold this 
claim to, Roscoe N. and Ruth Polk on February 21, 1961. Copy of Quit Claim 
deed enclosed. The New Years 'Lode, Zxpectation Rraction, January 1st Fx-
tension, and the milling Lods was relocated in the name of Roscoe 14. and 
Ruth Polk on Nay 2, 1962. Copies of Location certificate. - Lode claim on 
these are attached. 


3.	 Copies of contractos bids are enclosed. 


All tractor work 
(trenching, road & fill of trenching) 


Ford flros. Logging 30.00 an bonn $30,000.00 
John E. White	 .. 27.50 an hOur 27,500.00 
Ken. L. Polk 25.00 an hour' 25,000.00 


Drifting	 .	 ..	 . .	 . . 
John E.	 ite 55.00 foot 27,500.00 
Robert 0. Shannon 50.00 foot . 25,000.00 
Ken L. Polk 50.00 foot 25,000 • 00 


Core, drilling	 .	 . . , 
Robert 0. Shannon 0.200' @ 6.50 


200'-300'	 @ 7.O 
3OO''j00'	 © 


Mobilization .. . 	 .. .,.	 100.00	 ,	 H ,,, 


Demobiliaztion 100 • 00 


B. William George
per foot'	 :850 


Mobilization. ,	 . .' l5000 
Demobilization	 , 150.00 


John White	 '	 .	 per foot	 ' 9.00







. 


Surface reclamation will be as follows, tractor will f ill trenches in or level 
or shape to slope contour of slope of mountain, and prepare water bars, natural 
reseeding is normal for this area. Seed trees are near work area. Tractor work 
of 1000 hours includes the tine for this work. 


Also enclosed is a copy of plate 3 showing location of di'ill holes. 


I hope that the enclosed information answers all of yom' questions in' your 
letter of September 27, 1968.


Very truly yours,	 ' 


Roscoe N. Polk ' 	 ' 
18 Eastern Street 
Grants Pass, Oregon 97526







)G' Pbrin 7 
(2/63) 9 


S.	 'S.' 


S& 2 7 1968 


Arnu. 


tascoi M. and Ruth ik 
1$ Zastorn Street 
Greats Pass, Oze*a 9752k


OFFICIAL FILE COPY 


Date Surname Code 


I	 7/6 120 


_________- 110 


220 ____ __________
120M


*: G-6754 (Gold) 
ceeL and shPaIk 


$iskron Nines 
Jasophin. county, Ore* 


Dear Mr. and Mrs. P1k 


A prelluinary review of your applte*ti.* for uplorstion assistance 
indicates that the fol1owis additional inforastien is rsuir.d 
before vs can cnti*wo. its precesaing. 	 • 


Tour application includes the r.uir.d letters fr two banks, but .' 	 / 
in additi*n, pleas. furnish copies of your initial corr.spo*deaco k' 


*0 the two beaks requesting an exploration loan. Tb. letters should 
state the sunset of the loan (estimated Gewerz.at participation), 
purpoa. date, and. tars request . '. :	 , 


in reviewing the history of th $Lskren Mines we nete that an	 ' R. V. Finch owned the property in 1942. For our records we would	 ' 
appreciate * stateeent or ce of legal docai.nt shaving transfer 
of rigkta t, the prp.rty free Fish to you as the present owners. 


As you hove isdtcated: that the ptopm.d tresbing, drifting, and 
core drilling viii be catract.d, the cost estimates of these 
Itees should be supported by bids fr three independent contractors, 
if peasible, for each itee of work. 


• Under present imstrvctine, provisions for surface roe Isnation are 
to be inCIud*d in each C contract. This provision would apply to 
trenching, therefor. restoration or rehabilitatian (fluling •in) of 
trenches should be included in your sstiaata of couts and also in 
the supporting bids free private coatrecto. *aaaoeebl. cQsts for 







. 


• rse*rstn utU ae an sliawebI* .zpana. tiod.r the azlratthm pTejact, 
• payable 1* the aim. pzeportian as other costs •f the ce*tr*ct. 
Tremehes asy ra span So, tb. duratlan aS the .ostraøt to allow 


r .s.$ms aed ss1notian bat suit be closed before the 
ao,srt will aerUfy cempletisa sad .mak. final psm.nt under the 
tsr.m of * 0iSt]r*ct. 


The propo.od locetiems of the four care drill males should be shove 
as rtvisod copies of FIst. 3. 


This r.4M*0t t.r additional inf.raatton shield not b construed as a 
cttaant by the Q0'enmsut to vast as silorratfes castrest. we 
shall bold your appUsation in air actiwe file pemdi* receipt of the 
data re%JsmP.4.


itacessly your.. 


FEANK E. TQHNSON,) 


Frisk I. Jobaime 0 
ii.f, Office of. 


Kinersis *zplrsttoa 


cc: Director's Reading File 
Economic Geology File 


Docket 
014E Reading File 
Region I 
Mr. Eiaerick 


WLEmerick/bsl 9/27/68
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September 23., 1968 


Mr	 Roscoe M. Polk and 
•	 Mrs Ruth Polk . 


18 Eastern Street 
•	 : Grants Pass, Oregon 97526 .	 •' 


Subject	 O6754 


Dear Mr. and Mrs Polk: . 


•	 .	 . Your application for exp1ortion assistance, dated September 
18, 1968, submitted to our office at Spokane, Washington, 
has been assigned Docket No.. .. ONE-6754. 	 . •••	 . 


Plase identify all future correspodence relating to your	 • 
application by this docket number.	 .	 •• 


Sincerely yours,	 • 


.	 .	 • •	 • Frank E•. Johnson	 •	 .	 • • 	 •	 • 	 •
Chief, Office of 


•	 .	 •	 • • 	 Minerals Exploration 


Copy to *agioø X 


• •	 •• 


•	 • •
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