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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


Box 431 
Joplin,M4 ssouri 


June 16, 1958 


DMEA Operating Committee 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 25 0 D. C.


Re: Application for ManganeseExplo-
ration 


G.W.Achterberg, J.LOates, and 
W. W. Spacek 


339 West Building, Houston,Tex. 
Blackbird Mine 
Brewster County, Tex. 


Dear Sirs:


Forwarded herewith are the original and one copy of the 
captioned application received today. 


Under the circumstances, to conserve time, I am taking 
the liberty of forwarding one complete copy of this application to 
my Teammate in Denver, Robert U. King; the fourth copy is retained 
by this Joplin Field Team Office • You wifl note that this manganese 
prospect is on claims adjoining the uranium prospect of a recent 
Application(DNEA-5022). I am not familiar with this manganese 
prospect, but the application appears more impressive. 


Sincerely yours, 


akz^c C. vgxf-^ 
Clinton C. Knox 
Executive Officer 
DI4EA Field Team, Region IV 


end. 3 
cc: DNA O.Com . 


King,U&S,Denver w/cy end. 
Applic. pending file







0
(COPY)id 


Houston, Tes 


June 12, 1958 


United States 
Department of the Interior 
D.M..A. Region IV, 
Att, Mr. Clinton C. Knox 


Dear Mr. Knox;


Received your letter of the 26th ofi 


With forms for D.M.LA * aid on our manganese property 


in Brewster County Texas. 


I have completed the application in original and four 


copies and according to specification,and am herewith mailing sane 


to your office for further review. 


Thank you for your past kind cooperation and am hopeing to hear from you 


Respectfully


Isl W. W. Spacek 
/tt W. W. Spacek 


339 West B]dg, 


Houston, Texas







UNITEE STTES 
(EE	 ERIO R 


EXRJTI\DMINISTRATION 


1. N AN E 
HE DEFENSE PI


Budget Bureau No. 42—R1035.3 
Approval expires June 30, 1958 


^LORAUON PROJECT 
UCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED 


ar I APPLICANT NOT TO USE THIS RLflC( 


Form MF-103 
Revised Oct. 1957	 0 DEPA 


DEFENSE MINE 


APPLICATION FOR A 
PURSUANT TO DMEA ORDER I, UND 


NAME OF APPLICANT (Full legal name land 
on contract If Ate is 


William W. Spacek, 
339 lieSt Building. 
Houston


Dcket Number 
11	 '/1EA5b 


Date Received	 /- 19 
RECEIVED 


DIVISION OF MINERAL 

TECHNOLOGY


Government 


AL
	 JUN 16 1958


	 Participation % 


BUSINESS ORGANIZATION, 
(Check one) 


Individual 
Corporation 
Partnership	 X 
Other (Specify)


BUREAU OF Mfls 9	 IDivision Code 
JOPLIN. MCi 


LIST CQR'ORATE OFFICERS OR PARTNERS HERE, JFAPPLICABLE' 
Nam4	 Address 


Geore' W .Achterberg,p .o,Box 76,Alpine,Tex. 


John E.Oates,P.O,Box 38,Ba1]norhea,11exas


Title 


Partner 


Partner 


State in which firm is 
organized 


Mineral(s) for which you wish to explore 	 LOCATION OF PROPERTY 
Mineral exp1ord	 nanese 	 ..,. , .,Name	 County	 State 


Estimated Cost of Project 	 Blackbird	 Brewster •	 T6xas 
$ 389596.00	 Mine 


• '	 GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 


	


Bfore filling out this application, please read DMEA Order—I, 	 sketches should be used to supplement narrative descriptions 


	


Revised, "Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects."	 of the property location and boundaries in item 1, existing 


	


To assure prompt action, your application must provide all 	 mine workings and geology in item 2, and the proposed 


	


applicable material and information specified on the back of 	 exploration project in item 4. When this information is not 


	


this application form. Avoid unnecessary correspondence and	 too complex, all of it may be shown on one map or sketch. 


	


delays by submitting complete and accurate information. 	 All documents and other attachments submitted as a part of 


	


Please submit four copies of this application and all ac-	 this application, except those in item 2(g) which you mark to 


	


companying papers except as otherwise noted. Place your 	 be returned, become the property of the Government and will 


	


name and address on each sheet. Each item of information, 	 not be returned to the applicant. Send true copies, not 


	


maps, and reports required as a part of this application is 	 originals, of leases, contracts, and other documents which 


	


described on the back of this form. Identify each attached	 are an essential part 'of your business records. File this 


	


statement by the item number to which it applies. If an item 	 application with the Defense Minerals Exploration Adminis-


	


does not apply to your application, show the item number on	 tration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C., 


	


your statement and after it write "not applicable." Maps or 	 or wi th the nearest DMEA Field Office. 


CERTIFICATION  


	


The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate 	 mation set forth in this form and accompanying papers 


	


officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf	 is correct and complete, to the best of his knowledge 


	


and acting for the applicant, certifies that the infor- 	 and belief. 


June _12_ 1958  
Dated
	 ne	 BY (Signate)Superj.n ten d e 


Title 


A wilfully false statement or certification to any Department or Agency of the United States Government is a criminal offense. 
U. S. Code, Title 18, Sec. 1001.
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DiVISION NOOF MINERAL W	 T!cHWGY --


JUN 16 158 


LPORMATION flEQUIRED WITH '1iIS APPI4Au OF MINES -	 -.	 JOPUN, MO. 
1. APPLICANT'S PROPERTY RIGHTS: 


(a) W.W.Spacek, George	 on Blackbird Mine 4	 and 2 in process, claims located in Sectio12oc G.5	 star County,Texas. 
Awarded to George W. Acherber of Alp ne, T*as. P.O.Box 756,by 
name Blackbird 1-2-3 and ,	 ftein County Surveyor 

Office, in Brewster County Court house, and 1 and 2 Blackbird 
claims, where work herein proposed will be on, are recorded in 
took R.M.O 4, page 20, and R.M.C.8, page 273, in files 1-4-43146 
11-48141 in the General Land office of State of Texas. 


(b) The property is known as the Blackbird Mine. 


(c) Owners: The three above mentioned partners. 


(d) None. 


2 9 PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 
(a) Owners have completed road to the claims and within a short dis-tance of the main ore outcrop and deposit, also partly completed 


the remaining portion of the road to the deposit, two open cuts 
was made and are drawn in on map submitted herewith. 


(b) All work mentioned above done by us owners. 
(c) None. 


(d) A outcrop of Manganese ore approximately 200'ft, long and from 
5 to 20 wide, where about 10% per cent is high grade and 90% percent is Mill type ore. Samples taken from open cut in the 
outcroping ore are high grade 52.91% percent Manganese and a cross section saxIe taken in the ai'e en cut assayed 38.70% 
percent. Certificates of assayes are attached hereto. Also high 
grade Manganese was uncovered in a open cut on the fracture vein near the outcrop. Map showing outcrop and open cuts and noted where samples were taken are attached hereto. A rough estimate 
would, be several thousand ton from what is now showing. 


(e) The Manganese ore depositconsist of a outcrop, which is a bed 
type overlay deposit, and a vein type deposit, same is described 
in report attached hereto and in cross section drawing. 


(1') Large high grade deposit is expected in and near the fracture 
vein from which the solution came that created the overlay bed 
type deposit, which outcrops on the surface, also number of small 
outcrops at lower altitude and in the lower beds indicate en-
croachnient of Manganese solution in the lower beds from the 
fracture vein. Certificate of samples are attached hereto. 


(g) Report on the Manganese deposit is attached hereto and all maps 
pertaining thereto. 


39 ACCESSIBILITY OF PROJECT: 
(a) Mr. George W. Achterberg, P.O.Box 756, Alpine, Texas or 17.7g. Spacek, 339 iiJest Bldg., Phone OA-2-6029, Houston, Texas, will 


aid D.M.E.A. representative, and can meet him in Houston, or 
at Holland Hotel, Alpine, Texas. The property is 80 miles from 
Marfa, Texas, and is accessible by auto, with the aid of a guide 
only. 


(b) The shipping point is Plata, Texas, 42 miles from c laims.AJ..l em-
ployees will reside at the mine site. 


-1 -


/







Sp.


I 
4. THE EXPLORATION PROJECT: 


(a) Spudcler type coredrilling, 
coreholes and 23, 100' ft. 
and one 300' It, corehole, 
long and 15' It, deep, cut 
to be built to all corehole 
mountain.


40001feet in 46 coreholes, 19,50 It, 
coreholes, three 150' It, coreholes 
Also a open cut is proposed, 300' It. 
with bulldozer, and 3500' It. of road 
locations, as same is on a rough 


(b) 3500' It. of new road is proposed to all corehole locations, 
same to be built with bulldozer and airconipressor drilling and 
blasting. 


(c) Vie can start work within 30 clays from date of contract with the 
D.M.E.A. when executed, one month will be required to complete 
road work and four more months will be required to complete the 
coredrilling, at 1000' feet of coredrilling per month. Total time 
to complete the project will be 5 months. 


Spucider type drilling only, is recommended, rotaty drilling is 
not recommended due to cavity hazards, Bids on spuclder type core-
drilling would be a problem as the area has only one spudder type 
coredriller, who can be fully recommended for that type of core-
drilling. We have used him, and found him and his equipment to be 
of high merit, his price is as low as can be had anywhere. 


5. EXPERIENCE: 
(a)


. 
Mr.W.W.Spacek will act as Mining Superintendent. Mr. Spacek is 49 
years of age, and attended the Colorado School of Mines. He has 
been active in the mining industry for many 	 ears, having owned 
and operated with part interest, the Eagle Spring Plourspar Mine, 
Hudspeth County, Texas. Owned and operated KK Zinc Mine, Crittenden, 
Kentucky. Operated the Canyon Flourspar Mine, Glenwood, New Mexico. 
Operated the Pinos Altos Gold Mine, Pinos Altos, New Mexico, 
Operated Gold Mine, State of Chiahuahua, Mexico, also he has done 
several explorations projects. 


6 • ESTIMATE OF COST: 
(a) To be contracted. 


4000' of core drilling @ $6.00 per ft. $249000,00 
3500 ft of road building and a proposed cut 
300'long & 15' deep. Total BulldOzer time 
240 hrse CD $16,50 per 3,960.00 


(b) Personal Service: 
One Engineer G ....9..9..9800.0O per mo. 
One sample taker 	 .......400.00 per mo. 
Total 5 months.. .... ., . ..1200.00 per mo 61000.00 
One jackhammer driller	 3.00 per hr. 
One helper	 hr. 52.00Jer 


.O0 per hr X 240hrs.	 1,200.00 


(c) Operating Materials & Supplies: I 
Groceries for camp..........	 240.00 per mc 
Two house trailers(rented).. 	 200.00 per rib 


440.00 mo X 5 mo t s. 21200.00 
Dynamite, caps & fueses.... 200.00 
Butane,Gasoline & oil...... 196.00 


(d) Operating Equipment: 
Aircompressor, jackhammer ,hoses 
and	 bits	 (rentecl........... 540.00 


(e) None 
(f) None 


G.Workmans compensation & Life 300.00 
TOTAL COST OF PROJECT. 38959670 


7.	 (a) We are prepared to furnish our share of cost 
of proposed project. 


(b) We propose to furnish our share of the cost 
by providing money.







MANGANESE 1TINE REORT- 


 
-ON - • w	 The Blackbird Mine 


Brewster County,Texas 


The Blackbird Manganese It-Tine property consist of 4 State Mining Clainls,A114 
claims are 600'feet by 1500'feet.The State of Texas reservessix and one-fourth 
(61/4) royalty. Claim No. 1. and 2. have been awarded, and 3 and 4 have been 
awarded and are in process, claims No. 1 and 2 have been processed and are re-
corded in Book ThvrC4,Page 20,and R1 .408,pa,e 273, in files M-43146 and M-48141 in L 
the General Land Office of State of Texas. The 4 claims were awarded to George 
W.Achterberg of Alpine, Texas,P.O. Box 756. Whereas Mr. Achterberg have recorc1e 
the claims at the Brewster County Clerks office, and have assigned equal one-
third interest to W.. Spacek and same to John E. Oates, thereby making same a 
three way partnership, as owners of the Blackbird Mine and said 4 claims. The 
said Mine and 4 claims are located in Section 32, Block G.5-Brewster County-, 
Texas, approximately 80 miles south of Marfa, Texas, by road, where 42 miles 
of the road is paved and the remaining is Ranch road. The nearest shipping point 
is Plata, a Rail Road siding 38 miles from the Mine. Presido is 54 miles over 
fairly rough road, where it is reported that a Manganese Mill is being built, 
and owners of same made an offer to purchase the Blackbird Mine ore. later may 
be purchased from ranch owner and is one and half mile from the mine. 


Geology:-
The structure on which said mine is located is a reversal system caused 


by the sinking movement of the Solitario uplit Caldera, a large reversed up 
through with a continued fracture through the apax. The foimation is Devonian 
on surface, Mineraization solution came from the lower formation up through the 
said fracture in bedded type deposit and in the Uain fracture vein and in cross 
fracture veins. The solution was subjected to tremendous pressure during the 
cooling Magnas of the sunken colciera, where water encroachment on the still hot 
formations was created into acid and the acid created the mineral solution 
which was forced up the said fracture into the now ore bearing deposits. 


The Manganese ore found in the outcrop assayed high grade sample 52.91% 
per cent, The estimated tonnage on the outcrop and in the open cuts would be 
several thousand ton, however, no accurate estimate can be made, where only 
core drilling can prove out the accurate amount of tonnage. Therefore. .40001 
feet of core drilling in 46 core holes is recommended to prove out the deposit, 
spudder type drilling is recommended bailing every- 2 1 feet. Rotary core drilling 
is not recommended due to continued cavity hazard, only spudder drilling will 
produce 100% percent core recovery. Paul Gooden of Alpine, Texas is the only 
spudder driller in the area that can produce satisfactory results, his price is 
6.00 per foot. A cross cut is recommended on the surface to expose the surface 


bedded deposit, Additional road must be built before core drilling can began, 
an estimated 3,500' feet of road must be built. 


I, the undersigned state that I have exaniinecl the above as to the 
best of my knowledge and found same as above stated. 


Respectfully







MARKED: Manganese Ore 


Moisture	 20 Mesh	 Lead io Copper
Alumina	 % Phosphou	 Manganese	 % Iron 


52.91	 19 


CEO. L. DICKINSON	


DICKINSON LABORATOF 'S GEO. C. DICKINSON 
ROBERT L. DICKINSON	


ASSAYERS - CHEMISTS - METALLURctS 
UMPIRES 


WATER ANALYSIS 
PHONE 2-9264 - P. 0. BOX 1145 


1300 WEST MAIN ST.	 EL PASO, TEXAS Contract No.	
CERTIFICATE OF ASSAY Dec, 20 9 1955 


ASSAYED FOR:	 Mr, G, W. Achterberg	 Lab No. 8142 A 
ADDRESS:	 JT01land Hotel Alpine, Texas 
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M. E. HOLLAND. SECRETARY 


A. H. HOLLAND. pRES..TRE'	
EDMUND E. PHILLIPS. VICEPRES	


EN M 


OUR MOTTO:—WHAT THERE IS IN IT, NO MORE, NO LESS. 


THE COLORADO ASSAYING COMPANY


	 AND RE PORT 


 


 


(Incorporated)	 QUALITATIVE ANALYS IS $00 


COMPLETE ANALYSIS ON ANY 
ORE gu;uU: $25.00 


THIS ANALYSIS WILL DETECT AND REPORT 
EVERY ELEMENT OR METAL THAT MAY BE 
PRESENT IN THE ORE, TOGETHER WITH 


THE 


PERCENTAGE AND VALUE OF EACH 
ITISTHE 


MOST SATISFACTORY ANALYSIS TO APPLY 
ON ALL UNKNOWN ORES, WHOSE GENERAL 
APPEARANCE INDICATES PROBABLE VALUES


LOWING 23 METALS' LEAD, SILVER. 


THIS ANALYSI5 WILL DETEC T 
THE ABOENCE	 MER' 


OR PRESENCE OF THE FOL- 


h1^1! T CURY, GOLD. BISMUTH, ARSENIC, ANTI. 1 SA MONY. COPPER. CADMIUM, TIN. ALUMINUM. 


STRONTIUM. IRON, NICKEL, BARIUM, CAL- 
MANGANESE. COBALT. ZINC. CHROMIUM, 


N STREET	
CIUM. MAGNESIUM, TUNGSTEN AND MOLYB- 



DENUM 2013 WELTO	 . 


	


DENVER 1 1 cO1A)	 'y 1, 1954. 
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rui-Th1E 01? rt>S
	 -	 BY 'rh1)E p.E5E1ib: 


COUITY Ui' m"'"
\. chtCr, of the CountY of brevster and 


That I, George  


the state of TexaS, for and in 
conidd1ti0h1 


f the sum of Cfl 


DollaI to me i hand paid by \.il1iam . spacek of




	


1Uc0, Fort 
Cd County,	


the receipt of	
is ierebY 


o herebY 55i, 
Tralisfer and Convey unto


the 


	


said j1li	
Spacek ai undiVd	


one-ti rd (1/3) interest in 


and to that 


certa1 General Land Office Lin2al Award Numbered 


	


_316 and	
as isUOd 


to the Grantor hereitl on the 4th 


	


day o Decernb,	
axd ith day o duly, i57, being all 


as, coal and 


award to purCbCC 
minerals exCePt oil, h  


the 1o1i0mg described land, to_tt: 


iackbi	 No	 1 & 2 1iii	 C1	 and 
' the field 


are	 in oo1	 C	 20	 C , 


aC 273, arid n ?i1O	
3i	 nd	


in th3 


General Land nts in O fic0. 


said above decrib Awrd re
	


annual payme	 acCOr 


dance jth ArCiCi es 53	 an 503 
of the icvi5ed StatuteS of 


1925 and amendments thereto, nd re5CrVi
	 to the Sta t0 of Texas 


5	 aILd	
1	 pacek 
/4) per crit royalty interest. 


	


TO	
th	 amflC 


to the said jilljam ... 3, 


heif axd	
foreV0	


I from
trifti.3) c, 


do furt1er coverIt tiLt 


said	
intoru	 iS free	


all other 


3U1C, leas	 and er1cW1 anCe	 Y mn	
made suffered) 


or created.	 day ol' July, 1957- 
nij xanid this


rg 


Ifl j1LL	 (1 


COUtfl OF 
FORE ?E, the under3i1x0d a ,	


UotarY PliC in and for said 


County and state, on this day


 
per	


uppear	
Geo. . Acliter 


berg, know' to me to be the per5O' 
ho5C nauC i subscri	


to 


the fOreg0ih1 instrument and ackfloWl 
ed to me t1it he 


the saitC for the purposes and 
0nsi rati0 therCihl exprCe 


G1VE under ny hand and seal of off 
iCC thi5	 day of 


	


jj, 	 i957	
/ 


ryp1 


	


FANN1	
9taTY pubik 


Brewster CO*fltY, Telas
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U. S. Government Messenger ERvelope 
Standard Form No. 65 (Rev. 1/46)


1. Use blocks consecutively, one at a time. 
2. Void previous block. 
3. Write clearly. 


NAME OR TITLT PERSON, DEPARTMENT, ADDRESS, AND ROOM NAME OR TITLE OF PERSON, DEPARTMENT, ADDRESS, AND ROOM 


RUN RUN 


STOP STOP 


RUN S RUN 


STOP STOP 


RUN RUN 


STOP STOP 


RUN RUN 


STOP STOP 


RUN RUN 


1^^ STOP STOP 


, RUN RUN 


STOP 


RUN


STOP 


RUN 


STOP STOP 


fl& RUN RUN 


STOP STOP 


•	 -r.__c'._i1	 - RUN RUN 


STOP STOP 


RUN RUN 


STOP STOP


-	 w end surplus envelopes to 	 -	 Use other side 
upply room for reissue. 


Use RUN and STOP only when messenger service between Government buildings In Washington Is required.

Your mail room has RUN and STOP information. 20	
.	 I	
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W. ii. $pscsk 
Usekbird 1ft 
7335 Hertga lsresL. 
1st.a no ?.xas


IEEA Fore 7 
(12-6)
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APR 291959


Us b*et e. =A 500 - 
im V. Speesk, at al. 


Br.weter Yowety, ?OX*s 


w Ni. 3ek: 


!.r i.tt.r of Ap'ii 21, 3$09, arisea us that .ye* 
beys th*jed joir	 sa, esd btve Uat r.oetvM eope# at o' 
application,	 !tors iO. Aceera1, five c.pia at tbe mv 
toi* are	 har abe4 be cø.$etod, aied, *nd - 
tvrr*d to s. 


ksioyant data fnisbed with ya	 pa'cati*n $a. 
DA 02 need xwt be r.eat.d, bat iataxtion e all am 


*1ait werk, azt aaj rsisiee of Vow	 pi'ora, 
aJz1d be .vi4s4. Ix 1 ttton to the letters fts* tie beeks 
giving in datafl tbe i*tornatieiz rqnlre& w Itse I (a) of 


a application fera, we irill need 4 reeset detsi2ed statseent 
ebewing asSets, Ziabilittss, med weeth of t pertasrsMp, 
*d * listing .f tbs p rasetag. interest of tbe three pnrtssre 
in the partrsbip. 


J5L'IA.RTIN:foc
	 (signed) FRANK E. JOHNSOI \ :Yr' \ 


4- 29-59 
ccto: Code 400
	


Lcting Vit*eter 
Director's Read, File 
FT. RIM, IV 


eles*re
Gilbert DeHuff, USBN 
T. H. Kiilsgaard, USGS
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RECEIVED APR 24 1959 
DATE	 uiYfts


Zol-


., 


21 April, 1 


United States Department of InteriorV 
Office of Minerals Exploration 
Washington 25, D. C.


Re: Docket No. D!4EA.5062 (Manganese) 
Blackbird Mine 
Brewster County, Texas 


Dear Sirs; 


Considerable development of our mine has taken place since the 
old application was filed with the D1'IEA. There has been 10 to 20 
thousand tons of mill type manganese ore blocked out. We also 
built or improve much of the road aproaching the mine. 


Due to a recent change of address, we have not received a new 
application form for finacial assistance on our exploration 
program.We would appteciate your forwarding the new application 
forms to our new address as listed below.


Sincerely Yours, 


L XLeL 
W. W. Spk by bws 
Blackbird Mine 
7339 Hurtgen Forest 
Houston 21 9 Texas
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4/21/59: No answer to our letter of March 9, 199. Docket 
sent to Mails & Files.
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MAR 9 1959 


339 w.t kil*g
	 IN 


3*aten,


•: badot 1. mu 
*Ui** V. p&ok 


1sc 
PrIter	 ras 


air Mr. S&ckz 


	


1.for'im.. is e to o*' lotiw of Jaaoar	 ,, 399• 
re*ria a.4&o	 t1z'*d ts i. y'. amL sppic*tioz Ugibt. 
t o*tdorstL.* sr U.o O1 11ato*0. 


I. Walk to coop.r.t. MM ysu ii	 11111,01W . 	 tts 
t .oaç3.te s.s aetim*j bot, if o do set bear tre* y 
O days frs* the dot. of *ia tt*r, vo viu. asswo tbM 


so ajer iat.rem.d is ml ...m L* Ow ap1Lcstto, 
*a* ire imtfl co*a&d it as bovi b.e* uiltl*tisi. 


.%*0arey 3*, 


( signed) FRANKE. JOSON Y4 


Leth *recto 


WSIIARTIN:foc 
3-.6...S9 
cc to: Oode 400 


Director's Read. File 
FT. REG. IV 
Gilbert DeHuff, USBIvI 
T. H. Kiiisgaard, USGS


1.3683







OFFICIAL FILE COPY 


LP'IEA Form 7	
Date	 Surname Code 


(12-6)  


I/2/tyf2o 


JAN 2ff' 1959 'I.... 


qm 
Mr. WiUisa Ii. 8pasek 
339	 ut  
Nouston, texas	 12 


Set Docket Ic. UM062	 Igan.s.  
Ilsckbirtt Min*  
Irat.er County, ?"as 


ar Mr. Spscsk: 


I* referen* to our' lettrnr of 8.ptb.r' 29, 1958, there 
are eloeed a epy of the new Office of Minerals	 pl<*atien 
regulations preacribimg the siier for obtaining and Conditions 


rd governing Federal aa4ae. In financing ainorsi exp1oretioc, and 
N CH a set of appUcathion fa*. 


A review Of , yor DMU applieatioi iMleatee that had In 
^


been able to eplat the processing of your DM plication be	 ( fore June 30, 198, we would have tem. unable to approve a project 
an your preperty. 


Pr-4cb E-4


If you desire to file an. C*(E	 plieation, it iiill be nec-
.seary that 7011 *unit new infezticn showing the possibility of 
asking a itorthebile dbcmr.ry on yaai' property. Otherwise we Will 
be required to deity your new splicati*% based apm the inforsation 
we have on hasd.


Please note that ander the new progri the 00Y1fl2*ent iiou33 
not eontributs *ors than ftty (SO) L percent of the total alioweble 
costs of the exploration speoif ted. Lit a sontract it one should be op-
proved.


Also, please note that your siiatu'e on the new font 
certifies that yoa *)uld not o4inexi3y undertake the propoced cx-
plaratica at your sole expense under current conditions or circi 
staness. The information z'eqaseted in tt* 1(a) is used to deteraine 
your fthaasial .Iigitd.Iity er thw new exploration progr. Data 
a*t*itt.d with your D*4E applicatiem aoodi not be repeated in the (!E 
application, but shoi4d be revised or wq*2, entsd as necessary. 


•	 tf you do not vish tops etpat in the 01% progr*, we 
shall appreciate being so infoasd.


Sineez'ely yoma, 


Frank E. Johnsor 


Acting Direct, 
Inolosures	 862, 
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EPIZA Fore 7
	 Date	 Surname	 Code] 


(12..6)
	 •	 400 


ii Idd 100 


Mr. William W. Spacek 
339 West Building 
Houston, Texas


R. Docket No. DMEA-5062 (Manganese)' 
Blackbird Mine 
Brewster County, Texas 


Dear Mr. Spacek:. 


As you have an application for exploration aid pending 
In our office, perhaps you may wish to study the proposed OME 
regulations and comment on them before October 17 as provided 
in the first paragraph of the enclose4 notice reprinted from the 
Federal Register of September 17. 


Some time after October 17 when the final regulations 
become effective, we will send you the new application form so 
you may furnish any additional information necessary to process 
your application for aid under the new program. 


Sincerely yours, 


Director 


Enclosure. 


WSMartin/GMcC 
September 19, 1958 


cc: Docket 
Director's Reading File 
Oper. Comm. 
Field Team, Region IV (2)


8623







I11lrm 7


OFFICIAL FILE COPY



	


Date	 Surname 


(12..6)	
S 	 I	 lsrl,; 


August 25, 1958 


17EMORANDUM	 !z 
 


To	 Administrator., DNEA 


From:	 Division of Iron and Ferro-Alloys, DNEA	 -.	 - 


Subject: Denial of the subject application for exploration 



assistance in the amount of $38,596.00 
Docket No. DNEA 5062 Manganese 
i. .Spacek 
Blackbird Mine 
Brewster County, Texas 


The processing of this application was not completed prior 


to June 30 1 1958. However, had the processing been completed, we 
ould have been unable to recommend a project based on the information 
available to us concerning the property. In our letter of July 2, 


1958 , we advised the Applicant that he could make a new application 
under the new regulations when they ..are issued. 


The above-noted property was the subject of a request 


dated June 16 5 1958, for exploration assistance, at an estimated 
cost of 38,596.00 for access roads and drill site preparation, 
trenching and 4,000 foeet of churn drilling. 


A field examination of the property was made on June 24, 


1958 , by John 1. Chester, Bureau of Mines, and Robert U. King, 
Geological Survey, accompanied by 4.._U- Spacek, the Applicant. 


Applicant:
J. J. Spacek 
39 1est Building 


Houston, Texas 


Property 
Ownership:


The Applicant's partnership made up of Messrs. 
Spacek, George T. Achterberg, and John E. Oates, hold 
four contiguous unpatented lode mining claims, the 
Blackbird Nos. 1,2, 3 and 4. Nos. 1 and 2 are held 
by award numbers M-)431)46 and M-)481)41. Nos. 3 and 4 
are under process of being awarded. 


Geology: The Blackbird claims are situated in the southeastern 
part	 the eroded Solitario domal uplift. Sedimentary 


rrom Paleozoic to Cretaceous in age, are 
folded and faulted id thin an area about 6 miles in diameter. 
The beds dip from 20 degrees SY to vertical.


8623







I	 I 
Manganese is found in outcropping beds and shows up to 
10 feet in thickness. It is believed the three main 
manganese shlowingsare remnants of the same bed and that 
the significant deposits are exposed at the surface. 
No reason for the mineralization was noted. 


Ore Values 
and Tonnage: 


The field examiners estimated a possible 5,000 to 
10 1 000 tons of manganese ore of a marginal grade. No 
samples were taken or assays made. 
The Applicant presents two assays, one for 38.70 percent 
manganese and one for 52.91 percent manganese. 


Development: 
1ork consists of two open pits and 3 or L churn drill holes 
of unknown depth and no records exist. 


Conclusions and 
Recommendations: 


The manganese occurrences appear the remnants of a partially 
eroded bed and there does not appear to be a suitable target 
for exploration and the field. examiners recommend. denial. The 
Field Team concurs in the conclusions and recommendations. 
The Commodity Division of the. Geological Survey concurs in the 
denial of the examining team and Keld, Team. 
The Commodity Division of the Bureau of Mines questions the 
denial of the application and believes that the Field Team 
should. review the application and reconsider it und.er the 
new regulations. 
This Division believes that the On Site Examination report 
is very sketchy, especially the geology and lack samples 
and assays. It is believed the application should be re-
viewed when the new regulations come out. 


eT..L. Chapma , Acting Director 
TLCHAPMN/d1m 8a-22-58	 Division of Iron and Ferro-•Alloys 
cc to:	 Code 400 


Admr. R. File 
Gper. Comm. 
iDE 110
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Manganese 
Wm.W.Spacek et al 
Blackbird Mine



	


I.-.	
Brewster 


W. S. Martin, D}& 


G. L.DeHaff, Jr., Commodity Specialist 
Branch of Ferrous Metals and Ferroalloys 


Field Team Report 


7/25/58	 7/30/58 
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Subject repoit states that p5000 to

10,000 tons of	 na1 grade 


Inagsoreft are , heproperjy, but reports no saiápi.es or_analyses, or indication as 
There appears to be nothing in the report to support its statement that ,"It is ()
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believed that the three manganese occurrences described appear to be remmants 
of the same bed and that the aignifiôant deposits of manganese E5 exposed at 
the iáce. ifl view of the folding, one wonders if this unsupported 
conclusion is correct,,.. 


By letter 'of' July 2, applicant was told that if the D}IEA program is 
continued under new legislation he would be asked whether he would wish his 
application considered under the new regulations. 


Shoti.d he reply in the affirmative' 	 is recommended that the Field 
Team, reLew its data and consider this application in the light of the new 
-regialattons. )
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0	 0	 IN REPLY REFER TO: 


UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
WASH INGTON 25, D. C. 


August 1, 1958 
Re: DNEA 5062 


W. W. Spacek et al 
Blackbird Mine 
Brewster County, Texas 
$38,596 - Manganese 


Memorandum 


To:	 W. S. Martin, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 N. E. Nelson, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of Field Team Report 


The applicants requested assistance in exploring three 
manganese showings by speed core drilling and surface trenching. 


The manganiferous material, reported as.. of marginal 
grade, though no samples were taken, occurs as a bed conformable 
with the bedding of the enclosing sedimentary rocks. Erosion 
has removed all but small remnants of the bed. The bed dips 
gently to steeply which makes the remnants appear as bedded and 
vein deposits. 


The examiners conclude practically all edges have been 
exposed, the deposits are th all intents and purposes delimited 
and further exploratory work is not warranted. They recommend that 
the application be denied. 


I concur with the recommendation. 


N. E. Nelson


cfr 
i: 


A.siip	 'oi
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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


Box 431 
Joplin, Missouri



July 25, 1958 


DMEA Operating Committee V 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 25, D. Co


j


Z2-O 


Re:	


YOO 


 
W. W. Spacek 
Blackbird Nine 
Brewster County, Texas 


Dear Sirs:


Enclosed herewith is the original and three copies of 
a joint Field Examination Report by Chester, USBM, and King, USGS, 
covering the examination of subject application. The examination 
was made on June 24, 1958. Although the Field Team realizes that 
this application may not receive further processing, the examination 
was scheduled since the examiners were already working in the immediate 
vicinity.


The examiners recommend denial of the application because 
of lack of suitable geologic target. The	 Team concurs with the 
recommendation of the examiners.


Sincerely yours, 


Robert U. King 
Acting Executive Officer 
DMEA Field Team, Region IV 


ends. 4 


cc: DNEA Op.Com .(3) 
King,USGS,Denver w/cy end. 
Chester,USBM, Joplin 
5062 file


Reviewed by 
DEA Oq(, flG COMX 


te
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DMEA FRM 6	 REFERENCE SLIP 
REV 12-56 DEFENSE MINERALS EVIDLORATION 
TO:	 (1307)U 


2. 110


ADMINISTRATION 


INITIALS DATE. 
4 i 


4.2Z0  
5.  
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY 


Mr. William W. Spacek, 339 West Building, Houston, Texas, 


applied on June 16, 1958 for Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


assistance in the amount of $38,596900 to explore for manganese on the 


Blackbird claims, Brewster County, Texas. The applicant proposed to 


explore the manganese deposits by 4,000 feet of churn drilling in 46 


holes, trenching, and access road preparation. 


The property was examined on June 24, 1958 in conjunction 


with the examination of the Doris Rosary Nine(DNEA-5022) although 


the application had not at that date been referred to the Field for 


on site examination. The examiners were accompanied by Mr. W. W. Spacek, 


partner.


Manganese-bearing rocks crop out and are exposed in shallow 


workings on the Blackbird Nos • 1 and 2 claims • The manganiferous 


material probably representedded replacement bodies in folded 


Paleozoic aedimentary rocks. It is estimated that there is from 


5,000 to 10,000 tons of marginal grade manganese ore on the property. 


It is concluded that most of the significant deposits of 


manganese are already exposed and that no suitable target for explo-


ration exists on this property. It is therefore recommended that 


the application be denied. 


LOCATION AND PHYSICAL FEATURES 


The Blackbird claims are in the E, section 32, Block G-5, 


Brewster County, Texas. The property is 73 miles by road south of
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Maria, Texas, the nearest town; the road is paved as far as Plata - 


a station on the Maria-Chihuahua City, Mexico railroad. The property 


is reached from Plata by taking the Marfa-Lajitas road for about 


35 miles, then turning east along an unimproved road for about 7 
miles 


to the claims. Access to the claims is tenuous depending on the 


frequency of the occurrence of flash floods and washouts. 


The climate is semi-arid, and surface water is virtually 


non-existent. The only water supply in the vicinity is from wells 


at Tres Papalotes, a mile north of the property(see attached map). 


Relief is moderate with altitudes ranging from 4,000 to 5,000 feet 


above sea level. An REA power line extends to within about 2 miles 


of the property. No timber exists in the area. 


PROPERTY RIGHTS 


The applicant partnership, made up of Messrs. W. W. Spacek, 


George W. Achterberg, and John E. Oates, hold four contiguous un-


patented claims, the Blackbird Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4. Two of the claims 


the Blackbird Nos. 1 and 2, are held by award numbers M-43146 and 


M-48141. The Blackbird Nos- 3 and 4 are in process of being awarded. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY 


Development of the property consists of about 1 mile of 


access roads that lead from the valley floor to the prospect pits 
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on the southwest slope of Lion Mountain(see attached map), a 6 by 10 


foot pit at about the middle of the Blackbird No. 2 claim, and a 


shallow open cut and trench in the north-central part of the Blackbird 


No. 1 claim. Three or four churn drill holes of unknown depth, and 


for which no records exist, have been put down 25 feet east of the pit 


on the Blackbird No. 1 claim. 


There are no surface facilities on the property. 


GEOLOGY 


The Blackbird claims are situated in the southeastern 


part of the eroded domal uplift known as the Solitario. Sedimentary 


rocks ranging from Paleozoic to Cretaceous in age are folded and 


faulted within a circular area about 6 miles in diameter. Upturned 


Cretaceous rocks fringe the Solitario dipping outward from the central 


area. The Paleozoic rocks are chiefly within the central , part and 


are more highly folded and faulted than any of the younger rocks. 


In the vicinity of the property the Paleozoic sedimentary 


rocks strike from northwest to north and dip from 20°W to vertical. 


At the pit on Blackbird No. 2, the strike is northwest and the beds 


dip 200SW, but within a distance of 200 feet to the east the dip has 


steepened to vertical. 


At the lower workings a massive block of banded vuggy 


manganese bearing rock covering an area of about 10 by 3.00 feet is 


exposed in outcrop and in the cut. About 300 feet east of the 


-3-







.	 . 


exposure a manganiferous bed ' thick has been uncovered in the 


access road. The manganese-bearing bed is apparently conformable 


with the bedding of the enclosing sedimentary rocks. 


About 500 feet up the slope from the lower pit, manganese-


bearing rocks crop out over an area 250 by 200 feet. The nianganiferous 


outcrop strikes northwest and dips gently southwest parallel with the 


underlying bedded rocks. The inanganiferous bed has a macLmum thickness 


of about 10 feet, and appears to vary in thickness in direct relation--


ship to the minor folding in the underlying rocks. Less than 50 feet 


east of the outcrop a one foot thick manganiferous bed has been exposed 


by bulldozer scraping. The bed strikes northward and dips steeply 


east. It is believed that the three manganese occurrences described 


appear to be remnants of the same bed and that the significant deposits 


of manganese are exposed at the surface.


V 
CONCLUSIONS AND REC0NDATI0NS 


The manganese occurrences of the Blackbird claims appear 


to be remnants of the thickest parts of a partially eroded bed, 


which in this locality lies approximately parallel to the dip slope. 


No evidence was presented to indicate the possible occurrence of 


massive manganese deposit at depth nor of steeply dipping vein type 


deposits.


- 
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o(,40& 0 e-
Robert U. King 
Geologist 
U. S. Geological Survey


(I John W. Chester 
Mining Engineer 
U. S. Bureau of Mines


0 


Since no suitable exploration target could be indicated 


it is reconunended that the application be denied. 
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UNITED STATES



DEPARTMENT.OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 



Box 431 
JOplin, Missouri 
June 23,1958


t4' DMEA 


RaVEDJUN	 1958 


iómorandu 


To:	 Robert U. wing, U3CS, Lenvr, Cob. 


Clinton C. Knox 


ubject: Field examinations of Applications DfA-5022 and .-o62 


This refers to r phone call to you Friday morning 
June 20 confirming that arrangents wre mad as requetd in 
your phone call the evening before, for Jack Cheater to rest you 
at the airport in l4idland. T'xas ox Mondy evening June 23 to 
proceed to freweter County for the subject exaYiflation5. 


It is understood that arranging for these examinations 
on such short notice was deemed applicable because you had found 
additional iittørination on DMA-5022 available through A..(. in 


Denier. Thus, tirin e*toranduin to you r Ch.,ethr on Jun., 4, and 
suggested draft of a letter to the Applica.t to he cop1eted by 
you requesting all essential data, now can be disregarded because 
you and Cheater can build up proper application during the personal 
contact wth tho Applicar 16 at his property toiorrow. 


Clinton C. Knox 
bcecutive Officer 


cc; DA	 .one(2) 
Ohs ster,,'T38M 3, Joplin 
5022 Applic. file







IN REPLY REFER TO: 


'i)	 JNITED STATES 
T ENT OF THE INTERIOR 


J=_ ql
JTAOLN 


SURVEY


June 23, 1958 
Re: ThQJEA 5062 


G.W.Achterberg, J.E. Oates 
and W.S. Spacek 
Blackbird Mine 


k..	 \\	 Brewster County, Texas 
$38,596 -,Manganese 


Memorandum 


To:	 W. S. Mortin, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 N. E. Nelson, U. S. GeologicaL Survey 


Subject: Review of application 


The applicants request assistance in exploring two 
bedded type manganese showings and a vein type deposit by 
spud core drilling and a surface trench. 


Two good samples have been taken presumedly of the 
edge of a bedded deposit 5 to 20 feet thick. The width of the 
vein deposit is not stated. If it has the dip. shown, some of 
the holes shown are not necessary. It it strikes as shown in 
the plan, the dip is probably to the .west rather than to the 
east as shown in the cross section. 


Referral of the application to the Field Team is 
recoimuended.


01	 1 


N. E. Nelson







UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERI01R 


arch	
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRAT!Qft-1. 


Box 431

Joplin, Missouri 


June 19, 1958	 J3	 CL-A 
Jj	 +t(? 


Mr. William WO 8pacek 
339 West Building 
Houston, Texas 


Dear Mr. Spacek:	 Ii 
Receipt of your application for DA assistance on a 


proposed manganese exploration project at your Blackbird Mine, 
Brewster County, Texas in the original and four copies is hereby 
acknowledged. 


The original and one. copy was forwarded for filing in 
the Washington Office of DMA on June 16, one copy was sent to the 
Denver Office of the Survey Member of this Field Teaip, Robert U. King. 
In, accordance with the general instructions on the application form, 
only four copies of an application are required, because. I need only 
one copy in this Office, I am returning the fifth copy herewith to 
You*


Please rest assured that you will be advised of the 
status of your application by the Washington Office at the 
earliest possible mont.


Sincerely yours, 


Ca/id 


end. 


cc: DMA 
Ung,USG$,D.nver 
Aplio.prsiing tile


Clinton C. Knox 
Pixecutive Officer. 
DMA Field Team, Region IV
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•	 UNITED STATES 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION 


WASHINGTON J$0 C. 
June 19,


it 


r	 1 
r. tiUtaia W. Spacet 


339 West, Building 
Houston, Texas	 E062 


Subject: 


Dear 4r. Spacok: 


Your application for exploration assistance, dated 


June 12, 198	 submitted to our office at Joplin, tiesoui 


has been assigned Docket Number VA.5062 and referred to the 


Iron and Ferro—Alloys Division 	 • in the Washington Office. 


Kindly identify all future correspondence relating to your 


application by this Docket Number. 


Sincerely yours, 


Allen S. Dakan, Director 
Operations Control and 
Statistics Division 


Copy to: Region T.


37909
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