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UNITED STATES 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIC 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMIN ISTRATIO 


221i. New Customhouse 
Denver 2, Colorado 


March 29, 1957 


Memorandum 


To:	 Secretary to the Operating Committee, D 


From:	 Acting Executive Officer, DMEA Field Team, Region III 


Subject: Application for Government Assistance in Exploration 
Work under the DMEA Program (Uranium), Merit Uranium 
Corporation (Fall claim) (Sections 19 and. 30, T 35 S, 
R 211. E, S.L. B. & M.), San Juan County, Utah 


Enclosed are the original and one copy of the subject 
Application. One copy has been forwarded to J. W. Hasler, Grand 
Junction, Colorado, and one copy retained in Region III files. 


The Applicant proposes an exploration program consist-
ing of 200 feet of drifting at a total estimated cost of 
$11,738.69.


ci4 
E. N. Harshman 


Enclosures


©llV	 PPR 11951 ____ 


I _______ 


:A







2, 


al Director, 
4is Exploration Adm. 


aton House Building, 
C olorado.


DMEA 
D EPARTMENT OF THE INTERIoR 


MAR 2 91957 
REGION Ill



DENVER, CQLORAco 


LLOYD WALTER VIVELL



Attorney at Law	 Average Adjuster

232 SPRECKELS BUILDING



Sari Diego I, California


Telephone

BElmont 9-1030 


March 24, 1957 


Dear Sire	 Re APPLICATION OF 1VIT URANIUM CORPORATI0N 


Enclosed herewith is the &pplication for Aid in an Exp1or 
ation Project of Merit Uraniwn Corporation together with sup-
porting, maps, sketches, geological report, estimates etc0, as 
required by the Instructions to said application. 


With respect to Instruction 3 (f) the information wIll 
be furnished by seperate letter as soon as ascertained. 


Instruction 4 Physical_Description, (a) (b) (c) and (e) 
are covered in detaiTfhIT	 geological report 3nd map. 


Instruction 5. (b) The Exploration Project. 


Attached is a sketch of the property showing the present 
exploration tunnel and indicating the proposed exploration work. 
nis sketch also indicates various contacts and indications of ore. 


It is our intention to explore the various contacts as well 
as what we have reason to believe is the main ore shoot which 
appears to extend roughly at a 45 degree angle from the existing 
tunnel. It is estimated that a total of approximately 200 ft. of 
drifting in at various points should be sufficient to uncover the 
main ore body0 


Instruction 5 (d) The applicant has operated the Fall Claim 
since May 1955 and has conducted the exploration work performed 
to date as shown on the sketch accompanying 5 (b), The proW 
posed work will be under the supervision of Curtis V. Odom, the 
General Superintendent of Neptune Uranium Corporation f or which 
organization and its predecessor Europa Exploration and Mining 
Corporation he conducted successful exploration work on a large 
scale in both the Elk Ridge Mining District of San Juan County, 
Utah and the Green Valley Mining District of Gila County, Arizona.
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(Reviscdpril 1952)	


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 	 eSTo. 42-R1035.2. 
S 	 DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION	 0• 


S 	 • 	 • .	 . 	 . 	 . .	 . S 	 D ME! .	 Not to be filled in by applicant	 . 
.	 . . APPLICATION FOR AID IN	 J'ARTMENT OF TH INTERIdR	 . . 


S 


.EXPLORATION PROJ ECT1 PURSUANT TQji: 2 9 V 5:talbrMin14J1tV/t"" "

1, UNDER THE DEFENSE GION I Date Received 


V PI1IN ACT OF I 950, AS AM 	 COL ROted Cost j[ 73 g, 
•9p ?"	 .	 .	 . .	 S :


	 • 	 Participation. (Goverrnent %) ------------------


4O4	
INSTRUCTIONS 


. . Na ' of	 •1b	 to contract, and your 
add	


20 Aeh trot, an	 Qifl1'5tr12ta. 
.-- 


:;I-	 , viiioj 
L. ¶1. VLve11, V4 Thoni& t. est, uey'	 b2O Sh t. . 


(b) If other than an individual, add to your name above whether a corporation, partnership, etc., and the name of the State 
n which incorporated or otherwise organized 


(c) If a corporation, add to above statement, titles, names and addresses of officers 


. : (d) ,If apartnership, add toth.e above statement the namesnd addresses of all partners. . . 	 .	 : •	 • . 


2 General —Read DMEA Order 1, "Government Aid in Defense Exploration Projects," before completing this application 
Submit this application and all accompanying papers in quadruplicate (four copies), with your name and address on each 
sheet of the application and . on all accompanying papers. Where sufficient spaceis not provided on the form for all required 
information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number 
Comply with all applicable instructions, or, if not applicable, so state File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration 
Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D C , or with the nearest field executive officer thereof 


8. Applicant's p'rope'rty rights.—(•a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore,'including all 
land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and : excluding any 'lánd.,or interest, in land' which is 
not to beincludedmtheexplorationojeccontrac	


-t 
g1--jcctnty1Jth------------------------------------------------------------------


%AYY 
(b) State any mine name by which the property is known 
(c) State your interest in the land vhetber Dwner,.ieseQ, purchaser under contract, or otherwise ................................. 


UntmtU anc ciairn., 
(d) If you are not the owneL, submit ,rith hjs application a copy of the lease, contract, or other document under which 


you control the property	 UOT	 OaLiie 


(e) If you own the lan %sc	 a14ii,o encumbrances on it 


(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the escription above, the book and 'page numbers for each recorded 
location notice.	 O	 oaad	 '	 ' S 


4. Physical description.—(a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration 'operations which have been or now are being 
conducted upon the land, including existing mine workings and production facilities. State 'your interest, if any, in such 
operations. Also describe accessibility of mine workings for examination purposes. QeG to1*g, IeRQrt: 


(b) State past and current production, and ore reserves, if anr, giving'quantities and grades. 	 ' 


(e) Describe the geologic features 'of the property, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, etc.), and your 
reasons or wishing to explore. Illustrate with maps or sketches. Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part 
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay map, or othe; tecnologic infrmation you may have, indicating on each 
whether you require its return to you. 	 3G	 •Ov.• 


point	
State thfs	 ce	 t	 jdi&a11	 supply and residence 


(e) State the availability of mannower, materials, sunn1ieeouiument ater and iwer.	 . .	 '	 ' 


	


18 t1oti fr	 ftft3	 L) $Q	 iJU,	 WO 
aio vaL1b1e.







	


.	 O 
5. Tke exploration project.—(a) State thè.mineräl or minerals for:w1fich'yu wish to exp1oré . 


(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the property showing a plan (and.cross sections if needed) 
of any present mine workings,	 d the 1gtioiof the pro )OSed exploration work as related to such features as contacts, 
veins, ore bearing beds, etc	 aO&tel dt 


(c) The work will start within	 days and be. completed within .. 2-------months f'Iom the date of an &ploration 
project contract. 	 .	 .'	 ,.	 ..	 .	 :' 


(d) State the operating experience and background of the applicant .iith relation to the ability to. carry out such explo-
ration project, and also that of the person or persons who will upervise the operations. 


6. Estimate of costs.—Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of. the "prOposed work (you will have to use a separate sheet),. 
under the following headings. Add the totals under all headings to give the estimated total cost of the project: •	


(a) Independent çon'tra.cts.—(Note,---If the applicant does not intend to let any of the work to conti'actors, write "none"

after this item. To the extent . that the work is to. be contiacted, do .not :i'epat the cost of the contract-,vork in subsequent 
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in 
terms of units of work (such as per foot of drilling, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer operations, per cubic yard 
of material moved, etc.). 	 - .	 .	 . . 


(b) Labor, supervision, consultants.—Inçlude an itemized schedule of numbers; classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees 
for necessary labor, supervision and engineering and geological consultants. 	 . 


(c) Operating materials and supplies..—Furnish an itemized list, including items of equipment costing less than'$50 each, 
and power, water and fuel, 	 . .	 .	 .	 .	 ,	 .	 •• -	 .	 .	 . . 


(d). Operating equipment.—Furnish an, itemized., list of any operating equipment to be rented, purchased, or which is owned 
and will be furnished by the Operator, with the estimated rental, purchase price, or suggested use-allowance based on present. 
value, as the .case may:he	 ..............	 ,: ..,•, ,	 ..	 .. .	 .	 .	 .	 .	


, 


- (e) Rehabilitation and reptiirs.—irnish a detailed list showing the cost of ' any necessary, initial rehabilitation or repairs 
of existing buildings, installations, fixtuies, and movable operating equipment, now owned by the Operator and which will be 
devoted to the exploration project 	 spplleable 


(f) New buildings, improvemeiits,' 'itallàtib.—Furnish' a detailed listshowing 'the cost of any necessary buildings,.fixed 
improvements, or installations to be purchased, installed o,r constructed for the benefit of the exploration project. 


(g) Miscellaneous —Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not 
including, initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator's equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmen's. 'compensation 
and employers' liability insurance, and payioll taxes 


(h) Contingencies —Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated above 
NOTE —No items of general overhead, corpoiate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or any 


other indirect cOsts, or 'work performed or costs 1ncüred before the date of the contract, should be included in the 
'.estimate of.c9sts.	 .., '.	 .	 ,..' . '.	 '''	 ..'	 '	 .	 .	 ,	 ,"	 .	 ' 


7 (a) Are you prepared to furnish your shaie of the cost of the proposed project in accordance with the regulations on 
Government participation (Sec. 7, DMEA No. 1)?	 '	 . .	 ' ' ' .



(b) How do you propose to fui nish your share of the costs' 


Money ,	 Use of equipment owned by you	 •	 Other	 .



Explain in detail on acompanying papei 


'	 CERTIFICATION .	 '	 .	 '	 .. 
The undersigned; whether'as an individual, corporate officer, partner, or otherwise, both in his own behalf and 'acting for 


the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best 
of his knowledge and belief. ,	 .	 .	 .	 '	 .	 ' 


Dated	 ,195 7 


Title 18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a willFully'false statement or representation to any depart-
mentor agency of the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction. 


b. S. GOVERNMCNT PRINTING OFFICC ' i6—'0055i-i '


7:393
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4. 2hys1cl ')cscription..


December 22, 1954 


GEOLOGIC REPORT ON THE FALL CLAIM I	 - -
LONG CANYON AREA 


INTRODUCTION. 


- 


Jh p !rc1aim is in sections 19 and 30, Township 35 South,Range 24 


East, Salt Lake Base and Meridan, San. Juan County, Utah. It was 


examined in December, 1954. The property may be reached from 


Monticello, Utah, by travelling south, on 'Utah Highway 47 a distance 


of 10.5 miles; thence easterly on drt roads 6.5 mtles to the Ore 


outcrop on the claim. The orehguling distance to Monticello, 


Utah is 17.0 miles. The dirt roads are in good condition but are 


subject, however, to flash floods and winter snows, which may 


render them temporarily Impassible to normal vehicle travel. 


The Fall claim which is of standard lode claim dimensions, is 


unsurveyed, and its location on the aocompanying map is based on 


verbal description only. The discovery monument is inthe center 


of the claim, near the ore outcrop. 


The topography consists of f1at,'junipercovered mesas, trans 


sected by deep canyons and gullies. 'Drainage is into Lông Canyon 


which. connects with Montezuma Canyon 3 miles to the east. 


GEOLOGY . 


The Dakota sandstone, of Upper Cretaceoüs age, is the youngest 


exposed rook unit In the general area 'of the property. The Dakota 


forms resistant bench lands which are a protective cap for the 


underlying Brushy Basin shale.	 . 


The Morrison formation of Late Jurassic age, composed of the 


upper Brushy Basin shale member and the lower Salt Wash sandstone 


member, outcrops extensively in the 'area. The Brushy Basin Is 


composed of varicolored, altered volcanic ash or bentonite, whi 


is soft , and easily eroded. It, ts about 250 feet thich in 


vicinity.	 ' '	 , . '	


.	 \
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2. 


Below the Brushy Basin member is the Salt Wash sandstones, 


which is the foremost producer of uranium in the Colorado Plateau. 


It is approximately 300 feet thick and is composed of loosely 


cemented, white to buff sandstone containing interbedded red and 


green sandstone shale. 


The upper formations of •the San Rafael group, of Lower Jurassic 


age, are the oldest rocks exposed in the viàinity. 


All beds are essentially flatiiilying in the area, and there are 


no outstanding geologic structural features present. 


MINERALIZATION AND ORE OCCURRENCE. 


Within the Salt Wash Sandstone, uranium mineralization is 


restricted to permeable beds formed by ancient flood plains and 


stream channels. These beds, being more permeable than the rock 


units above and below, served as passageways for the circulating 


uranium bearing solutions. Deposition of uranium minerals is 


generally most intense where organic matter such as twigs, leaves, 


and trees accumulated in past geologic times. 


On the Fall Claim, uranium and vanadium ores occur in festoon 


bedding, which is a type of cross-bedding that occupies elongate, 


synunetrical, scoop-shaped troughs cut in beds of streams by strong 
current action. On the north side of the. canyon, where some ore 


has been mixed, the festoon bedded sandstone is approximately 56 feet 


wide and the same features can be observed on the south side a of the 


canyon about 50 yards distant. The south side is also mineralized. 


A large accumulation of fossil trees and other carbonaceousmaterla]. 


is present. The trend of the festoon as determined by taking a bearing 


between the two outcrops on either side of the canyon in N. 25° E. and 
this was verified by calculations on the north side alone. A sudden 


dip in the bedding of . 8 degrees was, observed. This is typical of 


festoon-type bedding.
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3.	


1 


Chemical assays of ore taken at the outcrop are as follows: 


Sample	 %U3o8	 %V2°5 


5 foot vertical sample, near center of outcrop.	 0.201	 2.30 


	


5.2 foot vertical sample near center of outcrop 0.258 	 2.36 


Sample from Northeast edge of ore outcrop 	 0.020	 1.54 


	


Sample slightly Southwest of center of outcrop 0.245 	 2.93 


Sample from thin high-grade seam at centerf 
outcrop	 0.834	 6.41 


*Analyses by J. Earl Smith, Moab, Utah. 


MINING HISTORY. 


In the past years two truck loads of ore were mined and shipped 


from the Fall Claim for the vanadium content only. There is no 


record of the grade of ore that was shipped. A 20 foot drift is the 
only evidence of exploration on the ore outcrop. 


The Bumblebee Mine in the S1t Wash lies 5,550 feet distant on 


a bearing S. 83° 30' E. of the Fall C.aim ore outcrop. There is no 
record of the amount or grade of ore shipped from the mine. 


The Montezuma Canyon area has long beenknown, as aproducer of 
uranium and vanadium ores. In general, the ore in the Salt Wash 
member in this area is restricted to relatively small pockets, how-


ever, the Shumway Brothers of Blanding, Utah are reported to have 


mined 4,000 tons of uranium and vanadium ore from one deposit in the 


area.. Also, since the area has not been thoroughly explored in compar-


ison to the Salt Wash in other areas, it cannot be said that only small 
bodies Of ore will befound in the future. 


RECOMMEIWAT IONS. 


The drilling depth to the ore zone in the Salt Wash on the Fall 


Claim is estimated to be 150 feet. In order to place a drilling 


program into operation on the north side of the canyon, costly 


bull-dozing work for the location of drill sites and access roads would 
be necessary. Thererore, drilling is not recommended in the locality 
at the present time.







I JTT	 vflT1 C
4. 


It is recorrmiended that exploratign work by drifting in 'on the 


ore outcrop be undertaken. Thus, the owners would be s.hiping ore 


and exploring the ore deposit at the same time. The drift should 


trend N. 25E., keeping in mind that because of the meanders of the 


ancient stream channels and the pockety nature of the average Salt 


Wash deposits, the ore body can turn or disappear suddenly. It 


must also be kept in mind that the Fall Claim ore outetop may be the 


remaining portion of an ore body that has been destroyed by the 


eroding elements that formed Long Canyon and its tributaries. 


It is possible to explore the mineralized zone on the south 


side of the canyon by drilling. The drilling depth is estimated 


to be 100 feet. Only slight cost should be involved in the building 


of access roads and location of drill sites. However, exploration 


in this vicinity should be delayed until the ore body on the nQrth 


side has been thoroughly exploited. 


A radiometric survey of adjacent outcrops is recommended. 


Submitted by. 


GEOPROFESSIONAL SERVICES, INC. 


(SGD) Warren L. Anderson. 


Win, Lee Stokes. 


WLA; cj
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(b) Tho cn1orit1on project.
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Tho Rogionul Diroctor DLA 2.	 rch 4, 1957 


IT URANIUM CORPOATI0N. 


Instruction 6. Estimate of Costs. 


6 (a) Independent r0t0 
• 	


0	


Bulldozer * Estimate. 6 days	 4 576.00 
•	 (b) .Labor, Supprvision etc. 


Miners: 
440 bra 3.00 per hr.	 $1320.00 
440 " ® 1.75 " " ••	 P770.00 
440 '	 2.00	 880.00

Supervision: 


•	 2 ontIis	 650 per month	 1300.00 ngineers & Geo, Consult.	 - 500.00	 4770.00 
6 (c) QperatingDateriaI & Supplies. 


Stóói and bits 640.00 
Pipe and hose 260.0.0 
Timber	 For waste disposal• 240.00 


'p	 Shoring	 / 80.00 
"	 Approach to operation 260.00 


Naila and spikes 60.00 
Cable and clampS 48.00 
Shovels	 3	 4.50 es. 13.50 
Picks	 2	 4.00	 " 8.00 
1 wheelbarrow 24.00 


•	 hand tools 0 35.00 
•	 raining	 5p3	 3	 (5.00 es. 15.00 


Fuel 320.00 
Powder, Fuse and caps. 750.00	 2753.50 


6 (d) operatingEquipment. 


PIckup (rental) 60 days @ 	 lO.00 800.00 
Air Compressor	 2	 zos. ©	 215.00 430..00 
Drill (purchase) 700.00 
Ore Car (purchase) used. 300.00 
Track 225.00	 2455.00


6 (g) IJiiceUaneous: 
Rt1UtO operating equipment	 300.00 
Accounting	 100.00 
Workman's Comp & Emp. Lia.	 3554O 
Payroll taxes.	 0128o79	 88419 


6 (1) Contingencies	 500.00	 500.00 


Estimated total of project. 	 1]?73869 







The flogional iior
	


March4, 1957 


From present indications it would appear that the property 
can be properly inspected within the next 30 days. If you will 
advise our home office, 520 Ash Street, San Diego, California 
when your inspector is ready to examine the project we will 
arrange to have our Superintendent, Mr. Curtis V. Odom meet with 
him.


Should for any reason you would like to contact Mr. Odom 
prior to the meeting on the project he may be reached through 
General Delivery, Payson, Arizona. His telephone number at 
Payson is Granite 4-2376.	 S 


Very truly yours, 


M CORPORATION 


• Vic Presii,7 


LWV/W
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Ro::, Docket IIo. DA-i7l1 (Urium) 
Fall Claim 
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))oar Mr. Oriwlios 


• Your application or aid in an exploration project nd 
other information available to us in Jashington concerning your 


ovonaied claim have been reiewe4. 


• rojet approved by]bhe Defense iiinera:Ls. 1oratjou 
1'dministrtion must, in itb judgment, show defuiite promise of 
y.eldin matezala of accep4abli grade n quantities that will 
sigm.ficantly in,rove the miuezal supply position for the National 
Defense xogrw.	 • 


• Careful study of all: your information, althowjh noting 
sore uranium r11flQralizat.Lofl on your property, indicates that the

z'obabllty of dsolosing sig4,oant ore reserves is 'not suffi-


cczitly proidstng tz ustify Gfrermient participation We reet 
to advise you that, under thesc ircumstancee, your application 
for exploration assistw.e is denied. 


e wish to thanI ou for your interest in the Defense 
inerals Lxploration Program and for bring.0 your property to 


our attention, • • • •	 • •


•	 $incerel, yours, 


( 


strator 


MCHING/d3in S..37 
cô to Mr. Ching 
Adinr.' s Reading File 
Operating Committee 
•THKuilsgaa±'d, S22L 
DNEA Region Ill (2)


8623 
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DOCKET CCPY 
May 3, 1957



SunmrL.pLzJ.pnp! Prg4ect 


Object:	 Denial of application for exploration aid. 


Docket No: DMEA-4711 


Commodity:	 Uran ium 


Applicant:	 Merit Uranium Corporation, a Nevada corporation 
520 Ash Street 
San Diego, California 


Property:	 The Fall claim uflsurveyed in SOCS. 19 and 30, T. 35 5., 
R. 24 E., S • L. . arid :M1,, ãh Juan County, Utah. 
Applicant is the owner. 


Date of 
application: ' March 24, 1957 


Amount of 
application: $11,738.69 


Work proposed:	 200 feet of drifting in a N. 25 degrees E. 
direction from a mineralized outcrop in the Salt Wash 


mber. of the Morrison formation. 


Estimated costs: 


Buldozig	 576.0O 
Labor, supertLsion, consultants 4,770.00 
Operating materials' and Supplies 2,753.50 
Operating equipment	 2,255.00 


• S


	 Miàcellaneous	 884.19 
•	 Contingencies	 ____________ 


Estimated Total abst of Project.....,. $11,738.69 


Government Participation @ 75%	 8,804.02 


Field Team Report: April 15, 1957, D. P. Elston, USGS 


The ore deposits and outcrops of the Salt 
Wash member in the Montezuma district have been investigated and studied 
since 1944 by various Government agencies, including the Union Mines 
Development Company, the USGS, the AEC and the D)AEA. 


Ore depos its of the dis trict are typically small 
and low grade. Hand sorting is commonly done to insure acceptability at
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the mill. Production from individual mines generally runs from a few 
tons to about 100 tons • The largest mine in the district has produced 
about 2,500 tons. No data has been presented by the Applicant that 
would suggest the presence of a deposit unusual for the area. In fact 
the Applicant' s geologist intimates that the ore is pockety and local-
ized in !estoon cross beds. Such deposits are typically small in size 
and erraticiin distribution.


Production from the property since 1951 
consists of 47 tons of marginal material averaging 0.13 percent U308 
and 1.72 percent V205 , ar 12 tons averaging 0.04 percerxt U308 and 
0.47 p'cent V205.


The chance o finding a 8igflificant ore 
deposit on the subject property is very poor. Ct is recommended that 
the application be denied without a field examination 


Commodity Group Comments: 


Bureau of Mines - James Paone April 26, 1957 


Advises denial without a field examination. 


Geological Survey - N.E. Nelson - May 3, 1957. 


Concurs with the Field Team that the appli-
cation should be denied without a field examination. 


Rare and Miscellaneous Metals Diviio	 Michael Ching, May '3, 1957. 


Uranium mineralization is present but 'the 
potential of the property is limited. Sufficient information is avai1 
able concerning the area to justify denial without a field examination. 


Conclusions and Recommendations: 


Available information indicates that the 
chances of making a significant discovery on the subject property are 
poor. It is recommended that the application be denied without a field 
examination. '	 '	 ' '


riiT 
Ernest Win. Ellis, Chief 
Rare arxi Miscellaneous Metals Division







UNITED STATES	


IN REPLY REFER TO: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


WASHINGTON 25, D.C.


May 3, 1957 


Re: 4EA Ii7fl 
Merit Uranium Corp. 
Fall Claim 
San Juan County, Utah 
$11,738.69 Uranium 


Meorandum 


To:	 E. W. Ellis, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 N. B. Nelson, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of Field Team memorandum 


The applicant reciuested. assistance in exploring by drifting 
a claim underlain in part by the Saltash member of the Jurassic 
Morrison formation. The claim apparently straM.les a gully wash, or 
draw of some sort in the course of the making of which some of the 
Salt Wash rocks were eroded. and the favorable rock area in the ore 
claim was reduced but the rim opened to inspection increased. 


Apparently one typical 	 1 orebo&y of marginal grade was 
exposed and probably mined out. It piduced a 11Thton shipment of 
0.13% U303 material in 1951. Another 12 tons of 0.Oli.% UO3 material 
was mined. The production history since 1951 is not satisfying and 
the limited acreage decreases the potential. The conclusion of the 
reviewer based on the production record and experience in the area, 
that an. examination was not warranted. appears justified. and the 
recommendation of denial apt. 


I concur with the conclusion and. recommendation. 


i&hY 
N. E. Nelson


951 /	 TT::
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UNITED STATES' 	 -----j 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTEROF	 A 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADM IN ISTRA1Ic 


22!i. New Customhouse	 ' CODE 
Denver 2, Colorado 


V
	


April 17, 1957 
AIR MAIL 


Memorandum 


To:
	


Secretary to the Operating Committe 


From:
	


DMEA Field Team Region III 


Subject: Docket DMEA +7ll (Uranium) Merit Uranium 
Corporation (Fall Claim) San Juan County, 
Utah 


Enclosed are the original and three copies of a 
memorandum by D. P. Elston, United States Geological Survey, 
in which he recommends that the subject application be denied 
without a field examination. 


We regret that we were not notified at an earlier 
date that such recommendation was to be made so that you could 
have been advised before referring this application to the 
field.


We concur with the recommendation made by Elston 
and note that it agrees with the preliminary review made by 
W. P. Williams.


744? rz 
By E. N. Harsbman 
•	 Acting Executive Officer 


Enclosures


Rev1eed by	 •-- - 
DMEA OPERATING COMMITT 


(date)
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ITED STATES 


NT OF' THE INTERIOR 


OGICAL SURVEY 


0. Box 360 
nction, Colorado


MINERAL DEPOSITS 
IRL	 FER TO: 


RECEIVED 


APR 16 1957 


U. S.

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


DENVER, COL0RAD 


To: 


From:


April 15, 1957 


cer, DMEA Leld Team, Region III 


Through: E. N. Harshman	 / 
J. William ITas1erp4 


Øeh( 
Subject: Application for aid, Irit Uranium Corporation, Fall 



claim, San Juan County, Utah (DNEA. 11.711) 


The unsurveyed Fall claim is in sections 19 and 30, T. 35 S., 
R. 211. E., S,L,M., in the MQntezuma MLning District, San Juan County, 
Utah.


The applicant proposes about 200 feet of exploration and. 
mining drifting in the Salt Wash member of the Jurassic Morrison forina-
tion on the subject claim atan overall estimated cost of $11,738.69. 


Production of marginal ore .-grad.e material from the Fall 
claim dates from 1951 (?) when 11.7 tons averaging 0.13 percent U3C 
and 1.72 percent V205 e'e shipped. In the period July.-September, 1955, 
12 tons of material averaging 0.0 11. pez'cent U308 and,0.l1.7percent'v2o5 
were produced.	 - 


0reeposits in the ?Iontezuma mining district are typically 
small and low grade. Hand sorting commonly is done in order to insure 
the shipment of material that will be paid. for at the mill. The largest 
mine in the district has produced about 2,500 tons. Production from 
individual mines commonly is a few sons to . about 100 tons. The applicant 
and. his consultants, Geoprofessional Services, Inc •, present. no data that 
would suggest a deviation from the Jbntezuma type deposits on the Fall 
claim. The geologic report accompanying the application intimates ..that 
the 'tore't on the claim and. in the general vicinity is t pockety'. This is 
substant.ated by their own observations that the layers of ore.ininerals 
are localized in festoon cross beds • Such deposits are typified by their 
small size and erratic distribution,


Reviewed by 
DMEA OPERATING COMMITTEE 


L/2C 7 
(date)







.	 . 


4 


•


	


	 The ore deposits and. outcrops of the Salt Wash member in the 
Montezuinadstrict have been investigated and studied by various Govern-
ment agencies since l9. These agencies are the Union Mines Development 
Company, the U. S. Geological Survey, the U. S. AtomicEnergy Commission, 
and DA examining teams that have investigated specific properties. Thus, 
genex'al information and data pertaining to habit of the deposits are rather 
well known.


The chance of finding a siificant ore deposit on the subject 
claim is very poor. It is recommended that the application for DMEA aid 
be denied without a fi,.eld examination. 	 - 


D. P. Elston, 
- geologist 


DPE/bn


2
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OFFICt FàLE itpy 
1 
I RECCIv 
L_	 h 18 i9:i/

DX(fl L COD 


224 1ew Custceiou*e 	 :. 
iJever , .o1or c	 I 


April16)i9?


LTTI 
To:	 1.	 ) /ertc2ttre, !tms 1 5 1*lov	 L 


aier )	 Itemø 2 - 4 below 


1A laid Tea, cgton TT1 


Lubject: tiocket	 -47U (5razit& 1ter1t Uranium Corporation 
(Fall claint)	 Jwn nrnty, Ptah 


nclosod i Ue tUowtng teta3. relating to the 
sub3ect docket.


1. 3ow o applittion for Govermnent 
assistrncc, 4 n e"p)oration work under the 1(A 
pros riri.


2. orrnt1ir e f 1 evew b? 3me aone, 


3. 4oniornthmz f Vevlew by 1 • . ilhiam, 


4. Letter f tra'iaitta1 ot ttho fore-
going to this office, dated April 12, 1937, irom 
the Chairiar4, Operating Ccnittee, iA. t, ttj control sheet. 


& 3oint report oI recoi,endatioit a$e1 on avail3Ie 
infOrat]on or a joint report otb indin eM xcIndntion3 
based on a field exxninatjon : reueated. 


Your attention is callea to the comnt contained in the 
ChairMn's letter wherein the boor and pa'e number of the Fj 
deja in to be furninhed at A future dete. 


IL' the field exaniiners recosend Government paz'ticipa. 
tion in the proposed. exploration program, pleaie su.wit twelve 
extra copies of .*ch p used in the joint report wl4cb $)iow tue 
land tQ be subordinated and the looat1t and extent of reccn4ec 
work, relativa to propex'ty boundaries.
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMIN ISTRATION 


221 New Customhouse 
Denver 2, Colorado 


April 15, 1957 


M5morandum 


To:	 Secretary to the Operating Committee, 


DMEA Field Team, Region III 


Supplement to Application for DMEA Aid Docket i7ll 
(Uranium) Merit Uranium Corporation (Fall claim) 
San Juan.County, Utah 


Not submitted with the application, but now enclosed 
for attaching thereto are the original and one copy of a letter 
dated April 9, 1957, from the applicant relative to instruction 


3 (f) of the application fonn. 


One copy of this supplement is being forwarded to the 
Grand Junction Office D1'LEA. One copy of the supplement is being 
retained in our file. 


I	


'	 ?44 
By E. N. Harsbman 


Acting Executive Officer 


Enclosures


L 


From: 


Subject:
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LLOYD WALTER VIVELL	
DMEA Attorney at Law	 Average Adjuster 


232 SPPCKELS BUILDING	 IJEPARTM.NT 
OP TH 1NTER1O 


San Dieac 1. calicornia 


Aprilt9, l97


t\PR 1 2 195L, 	
BEIrnont9IO3O 


F REON III	 L 
DENVER1! cURAbo 1 I	


I 
II	 L? i/ /! 


The Regional Director, 
Defence Minerals Exploration Adm., 
Bureau of Mines, 
g214 New Custom House Building, 
JJVLV.L C., V '.LJ•


471\ 
Dear Sir:	 Re: Application IRIT URANIUM CORPORATION. 


Please refer to my letter dated March 2)4., l97 and in 
particular to the second paragraph thereof. 


The answer to instruction 3 (f) of the application is 
as follows: 


FALLS mining claim, located March 2)4., 19)4.0 
recorded April 9, 1914.0, Entry No. A-107914. in 
Book R-1 page 136 and 


FALL mining claim, located July 1, 1914.1 and 
recorded July 30, 1914.1, Entry No. Al2148, 
Book R-1 page 29Li.. 


The above two named mining claims in fact cover the 
same and identical. land area. 


Wery truly yours, 


IT ANIUM CORPORATION 


LWV/W	 . Ex c. Vice Pres dent. 


Li Q-







APR 121957 


OFFICIAL FILE COPY 


• 'rTTI JiT1tt?tEAForm7	 0 (12..6)


'. . J. Ihmtrn 
L1ct	 zeeutive Offiz' 


i714	 ion XXX 
2218 ew Ctutorthouo )ui.thng 
cnv 2, Qolora1*


ocket	 J42	 iw 
erit xarLi*w1 o'perata.oxi 
aU øøirn 
an Juw County, *b 


UJ	 1 


ze	 aazthflan, 


D iujcet apj' aton	 bei zofe'zu to you foz intiatijii, a Sie1 exainaton .f wa'ran	 a:M1 er1aUI 
tic.a.


) 


	


uc1osea fg yu irformat4 ro	 date4 
April ai 9, )$7, by . . \4iUane oud Jams aoiie, respectwe ly, catin to	 pp1icatLun. Also n1ose1 e a cody of thø
•apILcUoi tor the e o te I?ield 


YJe note tt tb booI and page uubor• fort tis recorded 
1oction. iotXce of the clatn are beJng acørtainoi r the Applicant nd 4U be orsarda4 ter.


sincerely yo, 


George C. Se1fridg 


Cpezting 
nolour 


1: 


Frank D0 Lamb 


hQr H. Kii1sgaar 


- ni	 --L g iixr, OQLOLC&L urvey


NChing/gla/cilm 


cc to: Admr.'s Reading File 
Operating Committee 
Code 700, Ni', (thing 
THKiilsgaard, Rm. 22)4


8623 
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OFFICIAL FILE r)Pv 


r!rTT.tMEAForm7	 . 
(126)


Mr, Ss* CeU4 Prei4et 
Merit tiranitun Ccrporation 


2O Ash $treet 
San fliego, Caiitornia


Re Zoc$t No,	 &722 1Jrar4um) 
Fall Claim 
San Juan Coimty . Utsh i --


• Dear &. tvUo * 


• *ppication for aetase in elcrtng om' claim, 
under the ceptione4 docket nuder, ha been reviewed bl the Raze 
and isceUarieone Z4etale Division of the Detønse 24inerals xploi 
ral4on Adrnintratton. It has been i'ee . t04 


Mr. . N. ffarøhan 
Acting Executive Officer 
Ei	 e34 ream, Region ITT 
22I 1w Cittho. tuflding 


o	 Denr 2, colorado 


he Reiorial Offtc 4Z1 ont act you in regard to your 
project if adtLtioiaL i.nformation is required. 


erely yourc, 


•	 Oc 


Adminiatrat' 


I'ffChing/gla 
)4-l0-S7 
cc to: , Adinr.'s Reading File 


Code 700, Mr. Ching 
D1A Field Team, Region III (2)
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April 9, 1957 


EWWiJIi EllIs, DA Memb 


Uranium Commodity Committee 
James Paone, Bureau of Mines Al 
Uranium Coimnodity Committee
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5Uranium 
C	 V	 Merit Uranium Corporataon 
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$:C?l CCD < C C	 I©ç'	 $11,738.69 
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LNITED STATES 
ENT OF THE INTERIOR 


4LOGICAL SURVEY 
WSHINGT0N 25, D. C.


IN REPLY REFERTO: 


April 5, 1957 


To:	 W. Ellis, Defense Minerals Exploration Administration 


From:	 W. P. Williams, U. S. Geological Survey 


Subject: Review of application, DNEA 4711, Merit Uranium Corp., 
Fall c1aim !, San Juan County, Utah, (uranium). 


The applicant proposes to explore for uranium ore 
deposits on a single mining claim located in the Montezuma Canyon 
area of southeast Utah. 


Serious disadvantages of the applicant's Fall claim 
exist ,hen appropriateness for DMEA participation in expenditures 
is considered. First, the claim is located in an area, Montezuma 
Canyon, that has a poor production history. Second, ore deposits 
in the vicinity are known to be siriairand scattered - a fact that 
even the applicant acknowledges inThis application. Third, the 
claim lies astride a tributary of Long Canyon in such a position 
that much of the potential ore host, the Salt Wash member, has 
been eroded. 


Past production fran the property consists of twotruck-
loads of ore that were mined for vanadium. Grade of the ore is not 
submitted.


I is my opinion that this application of the Merit 
Corporation has little merit. I believe the application could 
justifiably be denied without field examination, as much is known 
about the area; and severa1tber DMA applications from Montezuma 
Canyon have been denied. The application should be referred to 
the Field Team for final analysis.


4/ 
W. P. Williams







UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION



WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


April 3, 197 


ir. Sam Crivello, President, 
Merit tJanium Corporation, 


2O Ash Street, 
San Diego, California.


Subject: flA 14711 


Dear Mr. CriveUo: 


Your application for exploration assistance, dated 


iarch 214, 197,	 aubmit ted to our office at Denver, Co1ordo, 



has been assigned Docket Number )YI11A 14711 and referred to the 


Rare & use. Metals Division	 lLn the Washington office. 


Kindly Identify all future correspondence relating to your 


application by this Docket Number. 


Sincerely yours, 


Allen S. Dakan, Director 
Operations Control and 
Statistics Division 


Copy to: Region III.


6 P
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The ore deposits aM outcrops of the seat Wssb*sber n the 
*ntezwm district have been	 stigated and sti4id by v*riuua Gvern 
snt sneiee since 1911i. These aecies are the tkion *i*s Dsveiont 


Co*pany, the 0. 3. 0eoogtca1 $uxiey, the U. S. Atoate erg Coasission, 
and D*A ezsin1ng te*es that have irwe$tited specific properties. Thus, 
enex* £nfortion and data pertaining to habit of the deposits are rather 


•	 veil known.


The chance of fi4in a siiticant ore deposit on the sutject 
c1,aia is very poor. It is reccsMed that the appiLcatiOn for DIlA aid 
be 4enied without a ti,Ld useination.


D. 1'. 3ton,	 • 
•	 gso1oist 


DP./bn
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LLOYD WALTER VIVELL



Attorney at Law	 Average Adjuster

232 SPPECKLS BUILDING



Sen Diego I, California


gs,s


Telephone

BElmont 9-1030 


IC1Z 2 . 187	 DMEA 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


MAR29 1957 
The Retona1 XtreOtor	 REGION III 


LItra1s *9OX*UOfl	 DENVER COLORADO 
1$ure*u ot ziO, 
4 w etom ouec ut1dtr 


envez' 2 Colorado. 


Dear Stri	 fte*	 LX'CMON P	 Uft!dIU OPCW&flON 
i	 -	 .--rJ	 , J	 Wi	 r	 L	 -I-- Nemis 


1no1osed bie*itb is .0 piiCation tar Aid in *n 
&tion rect oC ertt Uraniwa Oororstton toetSer with sup 
porttr, n*ps, ketch&, eolotea1 re9ozt, estimates etc,, ae rq4rd b te .Znctrietions to asid app2.jcaflon. 


Vith3eGt to ;t c-tcn 3 . (t) the intczcatjon will 
be u ishea by coporatø 3ottor e oon	 6oørtatne. 


XnetzuctLon 4. Pbcs1escr1tior 1p (a.) (b) (C) *d: .(.) are Cover in iettL L1uth encos	 .oiQios1 epot :d mp. 
Xio. (b)	 •1oUooeot. 


tt*Ced ia 'a skotch of. tho pxoporty ubOvtn€ the present 
exploration tunnel nd iniotin the	 oed x otion work, de. eketcb .iao in Cates vsriouo. contscts. nd intc*tten of ore, 


Xt is	 intention to . explore th	 riottetcts	 well ae what e nave reason t believe is thø n&ain ore thoot whia3 
appears to extend rQuh1y at * 45 decree *nle frow the extstinfj 
twrnel. It is eatinstted that a total of spprotate1y 200 ft. of 
Irifttn in at various points ebu be &uffioient to uncoevr the 


•*in. ore body. 


totto* . () ¶1Ie sppUcstt ha bptrated the PaU. ai 
since sy 195$ rd ha conducted the exploration work prtornied 
to date ac shon on the ketoh aocupsnjtnj 8 (b). ie 
posed work 1,iZl be under the cup itstun ot (zrUc V. kom, the 
General	 rintndent of Netme 1Waniw Corporation for which 
orantration	 its pre1ece&eor Ttropa *ploratton nd 1ning 
Qorpoaton he oonote8 suoceeatul exploration work on a 
scale in both the Elk aLde MinXng sistrict of an .twn oi*nt, 
tab &n the 'Qreen 'Lle 'ttdn 1trct of Otis Comty, Arisóa.







UNITED STATES :DEPAR.TMENT OF THE INTERIOR	 42—R1035.2. 


DEFENSE • MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION	 • S S 


•	
• OMEA	 • • 


•


	


	 MF-103 
(Revised April 1952) 


-	 - S .	 •	 • •	 •• - ••	 • .•	 •. 
UAFTMENT QF Th E 1NTJ	 be filled ; by applicazt : •	 • 


APPLICATION FOR AID IN AN	 M/R 2	 // 
EXPLORATION PROJECT, PURSUANT TO RG1Q ita1orMinera1 
DMEA ORDER 1, UNDER THE DEFENSEENVER c L1ved 


PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED 	 Estimated Cost 
Pai ticipation ( Government % )	 ' 


INSTRUCTIONS 
1 Name of applicant —(a) State here your fiI1 legal name, in the form in which you wjll wish to contract, and your 


mailing address F1i 	 'ffl W	 r©AV1 A	 QOZ'POt1Ofl 


	


so Ash	 On	 qutt';rni:&.
: 


L. r, ;iii, V.P ThozA ti.	 3t3cy iz*en. b) Ah . . fl. 


( b ) If other than an individual, add to your name above whether a corporation, partnership s etc , and the name of the State 
in which incorporated or otherwise organized 


.	 (o) If a corporation, add to abovestatement,:titles, names and addresses of ocers. 	 •	 . •• • • .'	 •	 •	 • 
(d) If a partnership, add to the above statement the names and addresses of all partners 


2 General —Read DMEA Order 1, "Government Aid in Defense Exploration Pro jects," befoie completing this application 
Submit this application and all accompanying papers in quadruphcate (four copies) , with your name and address on each 
sheet of the application and on all accompanying papers Where sufficient space is not provided on the form for all required 
information, state it on an accompanying paper, with a reference in each case to the instruction to which it refers by number 
Comply with all applicable instructions , or, if not applicable, so state File the application with Defense Minerals Exploration 
Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D C , or with the nearest field executive officer thereof 


• 3. Applicant's property rights.—(a) State the legal description of the land upon which you wish to explore, including all 
land which you possess or control that may be benefited by the exploration, and excluding any land or interest in land which is 
not to be includd in the exploration project contract	 - 


1ctQl 3	 OJJ	 .t ut, 4t

&n J* county, 1i 


(b) State any mine name by which the property is known 
(c) State your interest in the land, whether Qwner, le&see purchaser under contract, or otherwise 


trtee 


(d) If you are not the oyner, submit4 ith	 application a copy of the lease, contract, oi other document under which 
you control the property	 Ot 


(e) If you own the lan dcribe1yj nsencumbrance on it - 


(f) If the land consists of unpatented claims, add to the description above, the book and page numbers for each recorded 
location notice	 ¶LO be torwarded 6eerateIy. 


4. Physical description.—(a) Describe in detail any mining or exploration operations which have been ol' nw are being 
conducted upon the land, including existing mine woikings and production facilities State your interest, if any, in such 
operations Also describe accessibility of mine workings for examination purposes 	 OeOIO 


(b) State past and current production, and ore resei yes, if any, giving quantities and grades 
(o) Describe the geologic features of the operty, including mineralization, type of deposit (vein, bedded, etc7.), and your 


reasons or wishing to explore. • illustrate with maps or sketches, Send with your application (but not necessarily as a part 
of it) any geologic or engineering report, assay maps, or other technologic information you may have, indicating on each 
whether you require its return to you 	 Geo1o3e*31 Esport. 


point	
State thes	 1e att r	 j4e i	 ise supply and residence 


•	 (e) State the availability, of manpower, materials, sunthis equi pment, water aidswex 
1 Ltc from DLanC3 t ii.b 


	


it	 rc vailt1e.







5 The exploratzon project - (a) State the mineral or muierals for which you wish to explore 


-


(b) Describe fully the proposed work, including a map or sketch of the pioperty showing a plan (and cross sections if needed) 
of any present mine woikings, and the location of the proposed exploiation woik as related to such features as contacts, 
veins, ore bearing beds, etc	 tt*oI2 it* 


(c) The work will start within 14	 days and be completed within 2	 months from the date of an xploration 
project contract 


(d) State the operating expeiience and backgiound of the applicant with relation to the ability to cairy out such explo 
ration project, and also that of the peison oi peisons who will supeivise the,opeiations 


6 Estvinate of costs —Furnish a detailed estimate of the costs of the pioposed work (you will have to use a separate sheet), 
under the following headings. Addthe totals under all headings tQ givethe estimated totalcost of;the project: , . • • 	 • 


: • •:• (a) Indpendent. contracts.—(Note.—If. the applicant (dôes notintènd ti let anyof thwork to' contractors, write "none" 
after this item To the extent that the work is to be conti acted, do not i epeat the cost of the conti act woi k in subsequent 
items.) State the cost of any proposed independent contracts for the performance of all or any part of the work, expressed in 
terms of units of work (such as per foot of di filing, per foot of drifting, per hour of bulldozer opeiations, per cubic yaid 
of material moved, etc. ) . 	 . • 	 . : 	 . • S	 • : 


•


	


	 (b) L4bor, supervision, consultants.—Include an itemized schedule of numbers, classes and rates of wages, salaries or fees

for necessary labor, supervision and engineering and geological consultants 


(c) Operating materials and supplies.—Furnish an itemized list, including items of equipment costing less than $50 each, 
and power, water and fuel. .... 	 .'	 ' • ..	 .- .	 . ..... 


(d) Operating equipment —Furnish an itemized list of any operating equipment to be rented, purchased, or which is owned 
and will be firnished by the Operator, with the estimated rental, purchase price, or suggested use allowance based on piesent 
value,• as the case maybe,	 .	 .. ,.	 -.. .,. ............................................... ..	 .	 .• 


(e) Rehabilitation and repttirs —Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary initial rehabilitation or repairs 
of existing buildings, installations, fixtuies, and movable operating equipment, now owned by the Operator and which will be 
devoted to the exploration project 	 JOt *ppi.Xcab]e 


(f) New buildings, improvente?its, 'inställtions.—Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of any necessary buildings,'.fixed 
improvements, or installations to- be purchased, installed or constructed for the benefit of the exploration project. 


(g) fliscellaneous —Furnish a detailed list showing the cost of repairs to and maintenance of operating equipment (not 
including initial rehabilitation or repairs of the Operator's equipment), analytical work, accounting, workmen's compensation 
and employers' liability insurance, and payioll taxes 


(h) Contingencies —Give an estimate of any necessary allowances for contingencies not included in the costs stated above 
NOTE —No items of general overhead, corpoiate management, interest, taxes (other than payroll and sales taxes), or any 


• .	 other indirect cOsts, or work performed • or costs incüred befre the date of the contract,. huld be included in the 
estimate of costs 


7 (a) Are you piepared to furnish your share of the cost of the proposed project in accordance with the regulations on 
Government 'participation (Sec 7, DMEA No 1)? 


(b) How do you propose to fui nish your share of the costs 


Money	 Use of equipment owned by you	 Other 


Explain in detail on acompanying papei


CERTIFICATION 
The undersigned, whether as an individual, corporate officer, pai tnei, or othei wise, both in his own behalf and acting for 


the applicant, certifies that the information set forth in this form and accompanying papers is correct and complete, to the best 
of his knowledge and belief 


Dated	 Krch 24,	 , 195


ByZ/ 
-	 .	 ..	 . 


TItle .18, U. S. Code (Crimes), Section 1001, makes it a criminal offense to make a willFully false statement or representation to any depart-
ment or agency of the United States as to any matter within its jurisdiction. 


•	 .	 .	 • .	 • ..... .	 S. GOVSRNMN? PRINTING OPFICC	 i68O55i-i	 .	 •	 .	 .•.	 - 


-	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .	 793
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4. Physical Description. 
(A) (B) (ó) CD)	 .	 December 22, 1954 


GEOLOGIC . REPORT ON T FALL CLAIM 


LONG CANYON AREA 


INTRODUCTION. 


The Fall Claim is th sections 19 and 30, Township 35 South,Range 24 


East, Salt Lake Base and Meridan, San Juan County, Utah. It was 


examined in December, 19.54. The property may be reaohed.from 


Monticello, Utah, by travelling south onUtah Highway.47 a distance: 


of 10.5 miles; thence easterly on dirt roads 6.5 miles. to the Ore 


outcrop on the claim. The ore-hauling distance to Monticello, 


Utah is 17.0 miles. The dirt roads are in good condition but are 


subject, however, to flash floods and winter snows, which may 


render them temporarily impassible to normal vehicle' travel. 


The Fall claim which is of standard lode claim dimensIons, is 


unsurveyed, and its loc.ation.on the aCcompanying map is based on 


verbal description only. The discovery monument is in the center 


of the claim, near the. ore outcrop. 


The topography consists of flat, juniper-covered mesas,.. trans 


sectod by deep canyons and gullies. Drainage is into Long Canyon. 


which connects with Montezuma Canyon 3 miles to the east. 


GEOLOGY 


The Dakota sandstone, of Upper Cretaoeous age, istheyoungest 


exposed rock unit in the general area of the property. The Dakota 


forms resistant bench lands, which are a protective cap for the 


underlying Brushy Basi'nshaio. 	 .	 .	 , ..'. .	 . 


The ?vlorrjs oil formation of Late Jurassic age, composed of the 


upper Brushy Basin, shale member and the lower Salt Wash sandstone 


membex','outorops oxte.nsivelyin the area. . The Brushy Basin is 


composed of varicolored, altered volcanic ash or bentonite, which 


is soft and oas±ly' eroded. It is about 250, 'feet thi.oh. in this 


vicinity.	 ,
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2. 


. Below the Brushy Basin member is the Salt Wash sandstones, 	 . 


which is the foremost producer of uranium in the Colorado Plateau. 


It is approximately 300 feet thicIand is composed of loosely 	 . 


. cemented, white to buff sándstonconta1niflg interbeddedredan 


green sandstone. shale.	 . . ;	 .	 . 


The upper formations of the San Rafael group, of Lower Jurassic 


age, are the oldest rocks exposed in the vicintty. . 	 . 


All beds are . essentiallyfiat-J-ythg in thearea, and thereare 


no . outstanding geologic structural features present. 


IINERALIZATION AND O.R OCCURRENCE. 


Within the Salt Wash SandsOne,, uraniumtheralization is 


restricted to permeable beds formed' by ancient flood plains, and 


stream channels. These beds, being more permeable than the. rock 


units above and below, served as passageways for the ctrculating 


uranium bearing solutions. Deposition of uranium minerals is 


generally most intense where organic matter such as twigs, leaves, 


and tree,3 accumulated in past geologic times.	 .	 . .	 . 


On the Fall Claim, uranium and vanadium ores occur In festoon 


bedding, which is a type of crossbeddIng that occupies elongate, 


syxnmetrtcal, scoopshaped troughs cut in beds of streams by strong 


ourrènt.action. Onthé'north.si.de of the canyon, where some ore 


has been mixed, the festoon bedded sandstone is áppioxirnately 56 feet 


wide and the same features can be observed on the south sIde of' the 


canyon about 50 ysrds , distant. The south side is also mineralized. 


A large accumulation of fossil trees and other carbonaceous material 


is present. The trend' of the festoon as deteththed b taking a bearing 


between the two outcrops on either side of the canyon in N. 25° E, and 


this was verified by calculations on the north side alone. A sudden 


dip in the bedding of 8 degrees was observed. This is typical of 


festoon''type bedding.
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.	 . Chemical assays of ore taken at the outer. , op are as ioi1ows : •	 • 


NP]:u	 %U308	 Y205 


5 foot vertloal sample near center of outcrop. 	 0.201	 2.30 


	


5.2 foot vertical sample near center of outcrop 0.258 	 2.36 
:	 Sample from iortheast edge of ore outcrop 	 .0.020	 1.54 


.	 :	 Sample. slightly Southwest of center of outcrop 0.245 	 2.93 • 


•	 Sample from thin highgrade seam at centerof 
outcrop	 0.834	 6,41 


'Analyses by J. Earl Smith, Moab, tJtah. 


MINING HISTORY. 


Inthe past years two truck loads of orewere mined and shIpped 


from the Fail Claim for the vanadium content only. There is no 


record of the grade of ore that was shipped.. A20 foot drift Is the 


only ovio.ence of exploration on the ore outcrop. 


The Bumblebee Mine in the Salt Wash lies 5,550 feet distant on 


a bearing S. 83 30' E. of the Fall Claim Ore outcrop. There is no 


record of tlie amount or grade of ore shipped from the mine. 


The Montezuma Canyon area has long been known. as a producer of 


uranium and vanadium ores. In general, the ore in the Salt Wash 


member in this area is restricteô to relatively small pockets, how'. 


ever, the Shumway Brothers of Blanding, Utah are reported to have 


mined 4,000 tons of uranium and vanadiumore from one deposit in the 


•


	


	 area. Also, since the area has n been thoroughly explored in compar 


ison to the Salt Wash in other areas, It caiinot bo said that only small 


bodies of ore will be. found In the future.	 • 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 


The drilling depth to the ore zone In the Salt Wash on the Fall 


Claim is estimated to be 150 fee. In order to place a drilling 


program into operation on the north side of the canyon, costly 


bu1l-dozing work for the location of drill sites and access roads would 


be necessary. Therefore, drilling is not recornended In the locality. 


at the present time.
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•	 It is recommended that e±ploration 'work by drifting in an the 


ore outcrop be undertaken. Thus, Lhe owners would be shtpping ore 


and exploring the ore deposit. at the same time. The drift should 


trend N. 25 E., keeping in mind that because oi' . the teanders of the 


ancient stram channels and, the pockety nature of the average Salt 


Wash deposits, the ore body can turn or'disappear suddenly. It 


must also be kept n mind that the Fall. Claim ore outotop mt.y.be,thé. 


remaining portion of an. ore body that has been destroyed by the 


eroding elements that formed Long Canyon and its tributarIes. 


It is possible to explore the mineralized zone on the south. 


side of t1ie canyon by drilling. The drilling depth i estimated 


to be 100 feet. Only slight cost should be involved in the building 


of access roads and location of drill sites. However, exploration 


in this vicinityshould'be delayed until the ore body on the north 


side has been thoroughly exploited. 


A radiometric survey of adjacent outcrops Is recommended. 


SubmItted by 


GEOPROFSSIONj\L SERVICES, INC. 


•	 • •	 ,,	 (SGD) , Warren L. Anderson. 


Wni. Lee Stokes. 


WLA;cj







MERIT URANIUM CORPORATION







:4octoz DtA	 '	 4i 1• 
r1i	 9r:' 


6.	 teat Goa, 


6 ()	 Wet C*itrcti 
-I


I3.tini*t* 6	 4 ?6.00 


'vt8tm etc. : 


4O	 z'e Z Z.CO rer	 r. e12o.0o 
440 " a 1.7& 


O 2.O	 ' 1O.0G V1O!1 
tenthe C C6O r	 th 2C.O0 


C	 Coit. 5O).O 
2 4'?O.00 


6 (e)


ct..i	 nc1 bit8 
a 260.00 


car 
U


aroac	 to oratton 260.00 
UaU snd pLkes 60.00 


40000 
Chov.	 (4.50 e. 1.5G 
i.eB	 C)	 tCO 


I 
I'1 tQ?1


0 i	 .()O t. 1.00 Iku1 2O.00 cr, Ue an2 capn. 27$.50 
8 (0.) oratr	 4nt. itrL. L__• *.*	 rr 


kip ('nt*2. .) 60 dra(iO.0 
A1z	 oor	 roci. C	 6.CO $O.00 
i'U1 
re C*r (urc1o) nz.


-1 


6 () _____________
,çit 


ccomti
Crp &	 np. 355.40 


P&rroU tz,s. _______ 
6 (1) CGxtteruis _________ 


3t3In*te	 tat*i o-V	 ro3eot. $11738.69







' The aiOflfAl tVCtOZ' DW1	 Lroh 24, 195? 


Front present in(Licati•one it would appetr that the property 
can be properly tnpected within the next 30 daya. It you will 
advise our home office, 520 Ash 3treet, Lan Diego, Celitornis 
when your inspector is ready to examine the project we will 
arrange to have our iuperintendent, . Curtis V. Odoin meet with 
him.


$hould. for *ny De*30n yu would like to contact W. Odom 
prior to the neeting on the project he rtisy be reached through 
Geteral Deliv8ry, Payson, AriPona. iB telephone number tt 
Paysox i.e Granite 4"2376.


Very truly yeura,
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