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LAW OFFICES OF \ 1
WARREN H.PRITCHARD %R%FWCLNQ g
SPRUCE PINE,NORTH CAROLINA \ @%‘!:"\"‘:—l NS |
TELEPHONE POPLAR 5-4156 r——"—T \
October 28, 1957, % 7 k

Defense Minerals Exploration Administration P o
U, 8o Department of the Interior
Post 0ffice Bullding

Knoxville, Tennessee

Res DMEA Application by C. D, Taylor
Gentlemens '

Bjelosed hevewith is application for loan by Mro. Co Do
Taylor of Wewland, North Carolina.

The matter was taken up with Congressman Jonas and he was
advised that the consent to lien forms did not have to be signed
prior to the inspection and thus thesc forms are not imecludedo

We fecl that the description of the property should be adequate
in view of the extremely large area included.

Please give the matter your immediate attention.

Very truly Yourssy

Y T j W
Warren Ho rit@h&@d
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O UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION

O Budget Burcau Ne. 42-R1035.3

Form MF~103
Approval expises June 30, 1988

Revised Feb, 1957

APPLICATION EOR AID -IN

PURSUANT TO DMEA ORDER J, UNDER THE DEFENSE PRODUCTION ACT OF 1950, AS AMENDED

AN EXPLORATION PROJECT

NAME OF -APPLHCA’NWJ’ (Full legal nome ond mailing addroos GJ/8 Vﬂig’, Bh@l&ﬂ«ﬂ appear

ow contract if one ig executcd)

3 3 [ AN
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APPLICANT NOT TO USE THIS BLOCK
Doclzct Numbes

!
’ -
’ :

Date Received . .
//- 7= 7

oL

Govesnzoat :
Peasticipation %

NRegion

Division Code P
T e = \ — e = T
BUSINESS ORGANIZATICN| LISY CORPORATE CFFICERS OR PARTNERS HERE, IF APPLICABLE
(Checlk ono) Name Nildrens . . THie
Iadividual ]
Cosporation I
Partncrship o
Other (Specify) B J B
State in which fism is
organized . 77 . 5 ) .
Mincsai(c) for waich you wich to osplore LOCATION OF PROPERYTY
iy gpiea) " Name County State
Eotimated Cost of Project ' Aoldn CQU@{}T? TR oy dend o
DA NN VA . o - J9 e e
$ OO O e o ] _
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS .

Before filling out thic application, please read DMEA Order-],
Amended, “Government Ald in Defense Exploration Projects.”’
To assuse prompt action, your applicatiom must provide afl
applicable material and information specified on the baclk of
this zpplication form. Avoid unnecessary correspondence and
dolays by cubmitting cemplete ond accurate information.
Ploase submit 'zfom‘copias of this application and all ace
compenying papors except as otherwisc moted, Place your
neme and address om cach chect. Each itom of information,
meps, cad seports reguired as a part of this application is
deseribed om the back of this form, Idemtify each attached
ctatement by the item number to which it applies. If aa item
does not apply to your applicotion, show the ilem number on
your stotoment and after it write “‘not applicable.”” Maps oz

sketches should be used to supplement namative descriptions
of the property location end boundaries im itom I, exicting
‘mine workings =ad geology im item 2, and the proypesed
exploration project in item 4. Whom this informatiom 1u mot
too complex, all of it may be shown on one map or sloteh,
All documents and other attachments cubmitted as a part of
this opplication, cncopt those in item 2(=) which you mask to
be returned, become the progerty of tho Govommont and will
not be returned to the epplicant. Sond true copies, net
originzle, of lezses, comtracts, and other documents which
are on cocenticl past of your busimess sceowds. File this
applicatien with tho Defemse Minerals Esxpleration Adminige
teation, Departnent of the Intorior, Washingten 25, D. C.,
or with the nearest DMEA Field Office,

CERTIF

ICATION
The undercigned, whether as 'an individual, corporate mation set forth in this form and accompanying papors
officer, portner, or otherwioe, beth in his own bchalf is cosrect a2ad complete, to ‘the best of his knowledge
and acting for the applicant, certifies that the infor- and belief,

N o OO o )
Scita e zﬂgg . LQ“E\/ Lo

Dated

BYX/@ énatugo)

oA T

o
Velsisiale:

e 18, Sec. 1001,

Title

‘ge statement or certification to any Department or Agency of the United States Government ic a criminal offense.
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Lo(a)As showm on attached lease. Property lies in wooded aree on the west

2o

3o

5o

side of Cowmnty Road 630 in Amelia County, Virginia end lies in a well
defined area in that the wooded areca extends for a distance of appro=
xinately cne-half mile n all directions, and thus'3it can readilly be seen
that there is more than sufficient area for mining purpeses,

(b)o Property lmown as Champion Mine (Jefferson Nos % Bland) See enclosed

map,
(@go Leaseo, Lease is enelosed,
(d). None that are known.

(2) This is an 0ld mine and there have been considerable previous workings .
Known to have high grade of ruby mieca, .
(b) My interest have been recent and T have cleaned tut to 45 feet of the
old workings. '
(¢) Do not have figures, but considerable prior production here.
(d) Map attached,
(c) Vein-see attached map.
(£) & (g) Map attached,
(8) Co Do Taylor, Wewlend, Worth Carolina
(b) Mica will be shipped %@ Uo So Government Depot at Spruce Pine, North
Carolina, a distance of approximately 300 miles, -
This mine is located on Cownty Road 630 and is 35 miles southwest
of Richmond, Virginia end 34 miles northwest of lmelis Courthouse,

(a) Plan to put in drag line and clean out old mine workings and then
proceed with 100 feet of shafting and 150 feet of drifting. No wowrk
will be near any Property lines or closer than within about 4 mile of
sald property lines,

(b) Property is right near road and ncme will have to be constructed.

(¢) Work will start within 30 days and will be completed within 12 months,

20 years minifg expericnce,

Cost of Cleaning out 0ld mine workingsececcccomccocooanaa $9,000,00
100 feet of shafting @ $50-c-ccomcocmmoccacamcnooommmenco 55000,00
150 feet of drifting @ $hlcccccoccmococarcacmmcmcanoeomaoo 6,000,00

TOTAL $20,000,00
Yes o |

(b) Bquimment,






This contract, made this g% day of april s 1957,

betﬁeen Jo Go. Jefferson, Jr., unmarried, H. M. Jefferson, unmarried,
Peyton G. Jefferson and Mary B. Jefferson, his wife, snd Mary Ao
Jeffersdng unmarried, parties of the first part and C. D. Taylor,
Newland, No Co party of the second partg
WITNESSETH that in consideration of the rental payments
herein provided for, and the covenants and agreements hereinafter
contained, the séid parties of the first part do grant unto the
saild party of the second part, the exclusive right of entering
in and upon the lands hereinafter described, for the purpose of
searching for mica, feldspar and/or any other minerals, and of
conducting mining and quarrying operations to such an extent as
he may deem advisable, for a period of five years from the date
of this contract, and do grant unto the said party of the second
part all mica, feldspar znd other minerals that may be mined in
or under the said lands during said term and which shall be re-
moved from said premises while this contract is in full forceo.
Said lands being described as follows: All of the land

in woods owned by the parties of the first pert which lies west
of county road 630 end east of Terry's Branch and which are
bounded on the north by the lands of Rufus McCraw and K. S. ILittle
and on the south by Dan Robinson et als. It being understood and
agreed this lease covers only the lsnds in woods on the above
described Jand and does not include any land which at this time
has been clearedo

¢g§@gg,m@{;gﬁ¥” 'he said party « of the second pert agree to pay to the

¥@E©§NE Ppartnes of the first part a royalty of 10% of the gross sales of

COATE T Nlall. m;&@wulp mined on said premises, but in no event shall payments

%w=—m-~«mb®-le§s“tha£ Fifty Dollars (#50.,00) per month, paysble in advance,

the flirst ppyment of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) to be msde on April 1,

= “ 1087-pnd—a—flike sum on the first day of each month during the 1life

e FRs soRbrect

T





The party of the second part sgrees to keep a complete
and accurate account of the kinds of minerels sold, the amounts,
grades, prices, and the gross eamount of each sale and to whom sold,
of all minerals sold from said premises, and to render a state-
ment showing the above details, to the parties of the first part
on or before the 15th day of each month, showing the sales of min-
erals during the preceding month, and if the 10% royalty for the
month exceeds the $50,00 required to be paid each month, to pay
said excess to the perties of the first part on or before the 15th
dey of the month following said saleso The parties of the first
part, their agent or agents, shall have the right to examine the
books of the party of the second part at such times as they may
desireo

It is understood and agreed that time is of the essence
of this contract as to all money specified to be paid hereunder,

and if such money is not paid on or before its due dete, all

rights of the party:- of the second part under this contract, shall,

upon such default, and at the option of the parties of the first
part, cease and terminate.

It is further understood znd agreed that the partiy.~ of
" the second pert shall have the right to terminate and end this
contract on the first day of any month, by giving notice of his
intention to terminate this contract to the parties of the first
part, in writing, thirty days before the first of the month on
which they desire to end this contract.

The perty of the second part agrees thet no timber or
trees upon said lend shall be cut by him, his agents or servants
except such as may be necessary to be removed for the sinking of
shafts or the placing of dumps, and further agrees thet ncother
dameges will be done said premises other than may be necessary

in the proper conduct of said mining and quarrying operations.

N





® e

It is further understood and agreed that the said party
of the second part shall have all proper and necessary rights %o
ingress and egress over and across said lands, and shall have the
right to erect buildings and other structures upon seid lands, and
to bring upon said premises all proper end necessary machinexry for
the carrying on of the mining businessy and shall heve the right
to remove all buildings, structures and mechinery plsced by him
on said premises, provided the same shall be removed within sixty
" days from the termination of this contract, whether by tho ex-
piration of the five year period herein specified, or by termination
by defsault in meking the payments hereln agreed upon, or upon
termination by them as herein provided foro.

As the land hereby leased is used as a pasture by the
parties of the first pert, the party of the second part agrees
not to break down any fences on said land, not leave any gates
open so that cattle may escape from saild premises and further
agrees to keep said premises free from hazards to livestock so far
as practical, end will fill all" open shafts and holes dug by him
immedi ately upon completion of the mining operotions at said
shafts or holeso

It is further understood end agreed that the possession
of the premises by the perties of the second part shall be for
mining and purposes incidental thereto only, end that for all other
purposes the possession of the premises shall be in the owners of
said lando.

It is further understood and agreed that the parties of
the first part only own a 354/360 interest in the minerals hereby
leased, and this 354/360 interest is the interest leased under
this contrsct, but should the seid parties of the first part or
either of them, acquire the outstanding 6/360 interest or any
part thereof, during the life of this lease, such additional
interest shall pass under this lease without additional rentalo
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State of Virginia
County of Amelia, to-witg

I, Jo G DU@KERS@N a notary public for the

county aforesaid in the State of Virginia, certify that J. Go

- Jefferson, Jr., H. M. Jefferson, Peyton G. Jefferson, Mary B. Joff-
erson,and Mery A. Jefferson, whose nemes sre signed to the fore-
going writing bearing date on the lst day of April 1957, have
acknowledged the same before me<§nbmy countyafcresaido>

My commission expifgg;?aéZZ%k ;7? /§7jizf

Z
¢Given under my hend this © & Lof CCDry )957.

S

/
%/ A7 7 G
Notary Public

State of Virginia
County of Amelia, to-wits

I, | s @ notary public for the

county aforesaid in the State of Virginia, certify that C. D. Taylor
whose name is signed to the foregoing writing bearing date on the
1ét day of April, 1957 has acknowledged the same before me in my
county eforesaid.

My commission expires

Given under my hand this day of 1957,

Notary Publie
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Excerpb from ir, Mittendorf's diary, 2/21/58:

Congressman Jonas phoned this morning in comncction with Dildl=L36L,

Co Do Taylor. & called me about this case last Decembers, He know whot
the application had been cxamined by Burmeister and Williams and that it
had bcen denicd., He said he was going home over the week cnd and would
see the applicant tomorrow., In fact, he had an apnointment with him. I
was sure the subjcct would come up and wanted to know if I could give him
any details regarding our donial,

T told him the subject of The exploration - the Champion iling - hod
been operated on and off for 100 years and was quite a large producer of
mica, It was revived during World War II under the colonial mica program
but produced very little and was abandoned in 19LlL at the height of the
Yorld War crisis. T said we felt that the onplicant submittcd an aimloss
proposal without any specific target, I went on further to say we folb
that the pegmatite had been bottomed, and becouse the apolicant intended
to rchabilitate one of the shafts and deepcn it an additional 100 foch,
therc was absolutely no justification for the works

He scemed to anprcciate the information wvery much,.
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Tos Me, G, O, Mittendorf, Administrator 1 % J: |
Froms L. G. Houk, Director, Division of Nommstallic Minerals | |

Subjects Bvaluation of application and field examination roporb.
Docket e, DMBA=4£86/-=Mica
C. D, Taylop

Champion Mine (Jefferson No.4 Bland)

Amelia County, Virginia

Denial of application is recomzsnded.

Micas Irreguibrly distributed im pockets comcentrated near margins of
T the quartz core, Light brown im thick sheots, colorless im thin
sheets, Books range from 4 to 1 inches in diamctor and Lrom
2 o 10 inches in thickness, Flabt, splits freely, reiatively free
from staining. Some beoks are soft, ruled, and fractured.

Peamatites Distinetly zoned, with o mnsoive: 6 foob quarts core, whoso
margins contain concentrations of mica in piagloclase. The outer
border zone of mediurn-grained plagloclase, 1 to 5 feel, contains
abundant scrap mica, Wall zone ig albite, The pegmatite ig shorb
and lenticular, cubtting across ZFollatior of country rock, 20 tfoeb
in mooddmum thickness, narrows to § feot within a distance of 50
feet.in one direction =nd pvinches out within 50 feet im the other,
with a bottom or "keel® at a deopth of less tham 100 feetb,

Yorkingss Bxtensive, intermittently operated for nearly 100 years, to
e depth of about 100 fect, At least 3 shafts have boecm sunlk,

Paglt Productions o accurate total fimure available, During a periled

Pre-torld War II, 200,000 pounds  removed from which 15,000
pounds of sheet mica was recove~ ‘eing Colenlal Mica days,
1210,55 pounds of mieca was per . . . . ad ab $7,263.30, Since

that time very 1little miea has . -  .duced,

Mothod of Bxplorinzs Proposed by Applicants

Cleaning out old mine werkings $9,000,00
100 feet of shaft @ (30,00/%%, 5,000,C0
150 feet of drift & $40,00/2%, @ﬂ@O@ 00

Total amount reguested 2@ 600,00

9623
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Commentss Applicant’s proposal is %o sink below present bottom
workings, All portions of this work are within a maximum of 110
feet of the property line, It appears that reserves of mica were
exhausted when the mine was abandoned, There is no evidence of
a potential sarget for the expenditure of $20,000,

Recommendationss '

It appears to the Division of Nommetallic Minerals that
the proposed exploration project is useless, therefore, concurs
in the Field Team's recommendation to deny the application,

The Commodity Members of the Bureau of Mines and Geological
Survey concur,

442;?(25? Q:Zea%zgéxkﬁ%@g

W, C., Anderson
Division of Nonmmetallic Minerals

WCAndersonsrsi 1/23/58
Copy tos Admr, R, File
Me, Hoult
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O IN REPLY REFER TO:
UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
; .- GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
@? g@ WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

00 Joouery 9, 1958
& Re: DVEA 486L

C. D. Teylor

Chempion Mine

fmelie Cownty, Virginie

Yo estinate of cost - Mice
Me rorendurn -
Tos L, G. Houk, Defensc Minerels Bmloretion Administroation
Froms No. B. Neleom, U. S. Geological Survey

Subjects Review of Field Tecm Report

Toc epplicent recquested assistence in doing morc work im
pegnatite from which preduction was obtained im yeers long gone.
Yo definite target was offered by the epplicant, instecd he cxmected
to L£ind wmined pegnatite which might be micacbearing.

Mopping by U. 8. Geological Survey persomgels® waen the
mine wes open inm 194k end 19W5 shows the bottom of the pegmatite,
the keel, hed been reached. FProbebly the rements of the pegmatite,
£ emy, ore end seaxch for them 10 not Justified.

The exominers reccmmend that the epplication be demicd.
X conecur with the recoumendation.

W, B. Nelsom

¥, R. Griffitts, R. . Jahno, R. W, Lemke
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FIZID TEAYM REPCRT QF EXATHATION OF FROPERTY

N

IMEA Docket No. L8G (mica) o B Jz0
Applicamts MY¥r. Co D, Teylor, Newland, North Cerolina 2206
Locations  Champion Mine, /melia County, Virginia

Conclusions and Reccmmendations

RS s

Previous geologic mapping, by persons who wexe able to enter
the underground workings, has showmn that the mica-bearing pegmatite has
been mined to the "keel® of the pegmatite mass. The same geologic map-
ping shows thiat the pegmatite pinches out to the west. Under the con-
ditions 1t would not be advisable to deepen the Sterrett shaft, as the
Applicent proposes, because such work would be below the keel of the
pegnatite with no chance of discovering strategic grade mica, If the
old shaft were rehabilitated, the only logical direction to drift wonld be
east = through areas that had been previcusly mined., The Sterrebt shalfb
is only a little over a hundred feet from the east boundaxy of the
Applicent’s lease, which does not leave much rocm for large amowats of
mica. J—10 - 5
The Applicant's proposal is based solely on the proposivion
thet previous mining, dating back nearly a hundred years, had not ob-
tained all the mica in the deposit. The Applicant’s proposed project
has no definite target because the position of possible unmined mica in
the old mine is unlmowmn and even the existénce of such unmined reserves
is open to conjecture. The most logical assumpticn that presents itself
is that the mine was closed and abamd@neti after the lmowm reserves of shect
mica were exhausted. |

The Applicant!s proposed project is an aimless proposal of mine

rehebilitation, shaft sinking end drifting that has as its objective the
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chence discovery, through pure good fortune, of ummined mica that might
have inadvertently been overlocked by several previocus mica mine operators.

Tt is the opinion of the examining team thet significant ameounts
of sheet mice would not result from edditional exploratory work at the
Champicon mine, The examiners believe thet most, if not all, of the
strategic grade mica has been removed from the mine., Under those con-
ditions it is recommended that the epplication for DMEA assistance be
;denied.o

Time of Examination end Location of Property

This property was examined on December 5, 1957 by @. P,
Williams, CGeological Survey and H, L, Burmeister, Burean of Mines. The
examiners were accompanied in the field by the Applicant as well as by
My, Jo Ao P@lhm and Mr. A: T, Garland. Mr, Polhill has an aubomcbile
agency in Lincolanton, North Carolina.

The _Appli@@nt stated that these two gentlemen have been giving
him financial assistemce in the surfece clean up of caved material. Both
Mr., Polhill and Mr. Garland say that they hope to bé@ome pariners of the
Applicant in the event a contract is completed for DMEA assistance.

Neme and Location of Property

The area designated for exploration is knoim as the Champion
Mine or Jefferson No, L Bland, No less than seven mica properties have
in the past operated from within 500 feet to 2,000 feet of the Champicn
Mine,

The property is located in Amelia County, Virginia on State
Highway 630 and is epproximetely 2% miles NN 16° E of the village of
fmelia (Fig. 1). The proposed exploration site adjoins graveled high-
way 630,
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Cempetency of Applicent
The Applicant stated that he has had 20 years of experience in
mica mining., The financiel responsibility of the Applicant was not in-
vestigated but he did state that he is receiving financial assistence
from Mr. Polhill end Mr. Garland.

Applicantis Property Rights

The examiners did not have a copy of the Applicanitls lease.
The Applicent stated that he holds a lease from Mr., J. G. Jefferson who
" is o co-omer and also acts as agent for the estate involved. The Ap-
plicent also stated that the lease covers epproximately 200 acres, is
dated April 1, 1957 and is effective for five years from that date.
Consent to lien was not discussed with the Applicant. Stabe highway 630
forms the northeastern boundary of the property (Fig. 1).

Geology and Mica Deposits

The geology and mica deposits of the Amelia district ave well
described in unpublished geologic reports in U, S. Geological Survey
£iles end in U, 8., Geological Survey Professional Papexr 2,8-B, Mica
Deposits of the Southeastern Piedmont, by Lemke, Jahns, and Griffiths,
1952, Those reports have been freely drawn upon in the following
descriptions.

The Amelia.pegmatite district is near the castern bordexr of
the Piedmont physiographic province, Most of the country is gently
rolling %o nearly flat with a maximum local relief of about 100 feet.

Most of the district is underlain by a compléx series of
gneisses and schists that are cut by both granitic and gabbroic igneocus

 rocks. The chief metamorphic types axre quartz-biotite schist, biotite
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augen gneiss, garnetiferous mica schist and gneiss, end hornblende schist
and gneiss.
The biotite angen gneiss, which may be called quartz monzcnite

gneiss, is well foliated, and much is schistose. 1t consists chiefly of

feldspar end quertz, with flakes of biotite and muscovite, end minor game‘bg'

magnetite, graphite, and hornblende.

The garnetiferous rocks are light to medium gray where fresh bub
they weather to a dark reddish brown. Most of the hornblendic recks are ‘
daxrk greenish gray and markedly schistose.

. The foliation and layering in the rocks generally strike north-
east and dip mederately to steeply northwest. Loéally the rocks arc folded
and contorted on a small scale. The mica=bearing pegmatites in the district
occupy a north-south belt ebout i miles wide and 10 miles long. Most of the
mica deposits, however, strike east, or nearly normal to the trend of the

pegmatite belt. The deposits are dlgtmcily dlscord,anb dip steeply;, and,
\R ~

tend to pinch out at depths of 125 feet or lesso Th@y are lenshke or
podlike in shape.

At the Champion mine there is much surface cover, and the rocks
are deeply weathered. O0ld reports state that the rock in the vicinity of
the Sterrett shaft, figure 2, is weathered to a depth of 67 feet., No out-
crops could be found neer the Champion mine outside the main open pit.

At the present time lithe or nothing can be seen of the Chawpion
mine pegmatite. Through the inactive years the walls of ‘Ehe open pit hawve
slumped, much Sﬁrface detritus has washed into the pit, and all of the old
underground vrorkings and shafts ave caved and inaccessible. A shallow

shaft, ebout 20 feet meep from surface, figure 2 s> Was recently dug by the

S e
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&pplicant'with hand tools., The wholc depth of the sheft shows heavily

weathered, kaolinized gneiss. No sheet mica was found in the shaft,
According to CGeological Survey geologists who mapped the mimgxb

wnen it was accessible, the Champion pegmatite is o relatively short,

thick, irrregularly lenticular bedy that cuts across the foliation of

the enclosing country rock., The trend of the pegmatite is nearly cast

and the mean dip of the north wall is nearly vertical, The south wall

is distinctly less steep, so that the pegmatite Bottoms in the amgen

gneiss at the 90-foot level in the western end of the workings. The

pegmatite is about 20 feet in maximum thickness but nerrows to less
than 8 feet within a distance of 50 feet to the east and pinches out at
a distence of 50 feet to the west. The Champion pegmatite is similaw

to most of the other mica deposits in the area in that the pegmatite is

short and lenticular with an easterly btrend and a bottom or “keoll! at o

depth of less than 100 feeb.
The pegmatite is distinctly zoned. Massive quartz, about 6

feet in average width, forms the core. lMuscovite mica is concentrated

near the margins of the quartz core in plagioclase-rich pegmatite.
Minor accessory minerals are found chicfly near the walls., The 1- %o
5-inch outer border zone conbaing medium-grained plagicclase (ebout
fbgg) end abundant scrap mica in books 4 to 1} inches in diameter.

Individual bodks and clusters of bocks tended to 1lie normal %o the ad-

Jacent wall-rock contacts. The wall zome consists chiefly of white to

creamy and greenish albite (Abog).

subordinate oligoclase, perthite, and sericite, and minor tourmaline

garnet, beryl, microlite, calecite, arsenopyrite, pyrochlore, scorodite,
and allanite. Kaolin and mercasite are the principal supergene consti-

tuents.,

7

S,

I
The pegmatite consists of albite, quartsz, and miscovite, with |

|

\





O O

Muscovite mica was irregularly distributed in pockets or shoots ,f
/

that generally were concentrated ncar the mergins of e quartz core. The ;

L’
‘(
1
in thickness. The mica is light brotm in thick sheets and nearly eolorless;{w

mica books ranged from L to 1l inches in diameter and from 2 to 10 inches

AT

in thin sheets. The mica is flat, splits smoothly, and is xelatively free{
from surface staining and inclusions. Objectionable properties of same J
books are softness, ruling, and fractures.

HISTCORY, FRODUCTION, AND RESFRVES

The Champion mine is one of the oldest in the state of Virginia,
" The mine is said to have been operated by a Mr. Skelton shortly after the
Civil War, at first by open-cut methods end later by stoping aleng the
north wall of the deposit from a vertical shaft. During later, inter-
mittent operations the Skelton shaft was deepened to at lecast 90 feet.

A -second sheft was sunk near the south wall of the doposit by Benz Grind-
staff about 1875, In 1913 and 191, J. Boyd Bland of Richmond, deepencd
the Grindstaff shaft and mined mica from imegular stopes and tumnels,

D. B, Sterrett leased the mine from Judge Garlend Jefferson in 1943 and
shortly thercafter subleased it to the Champion Mining Co. 4An ciploratory :
shaft was sunk on the north side and near the west end of the deposit,

Flgure 2, but it was ebandoned and filled when caving ground was en- P
<

countered. The main Sterrett shaft was then collarcd at a point ebout 20 N’
R
feet to the west and was sunk in country rock and minor pegmatite to a v

depth of about 100 feet. Stoping was extended sastward from ‘the shaft i‘
bottom. The mica-bearing rock was worked out, and the mine was aban-
doned in December 19L4Li, The distribution of workings in the lower part

of the mine is shown on sections A-A! and B-B!, figurc 2, The lowest
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knowm part of the deposit wes mined out to leave a basin of schist aboub
25 feet long and 10 to 15 feet wide., The Sterrett stope is lmown to i-
vend dowmwerd to the keel of the pegmatite between the Sterrett and Skelton
Sh&fﬁso |

About 200,000 pounds of mice was removed during the Bland
operations, end 15,000 pounds of sheet material was recovered, Sterrett
reported that production from Jamuary to May 2L, 19l amounted to 1,210.6
pounds of full-trim mica valued at $7,262 .66 emd 16,000 pounds of scrap
mica, OFf the scrap mica, 11,97l pounds was sold for $141,15. The fulle
trim mice was cut from 7,600 pounds of block mica, giving a recovery
average of 16 percent,

Production date supplied by Colomial Mica Corp. are tabulatved

as followss

Period Pounds - Valuo (Dollars)
February 19l 79.69 $ L78,.1k
March 23L.bLh 1,388.6L
foril §09006 2,15k .36
May 90.36 2,942 ,16 °
' Totals 1,210.55 57,263.30

’

A buyer for the Colonial Mica Corporation stated that 35 pere
cent of thé mica from the Champion mine has been of No, 1 quality.
During clean-up operations with a bulldozer from Mey 1L to
Mugust 2, 1957, the Applicant recovered a total of 69.7h pounds of
trimmed mica, All of the mica was salvaged from caved material,
Jollowing ere data concerning the mica recovered from the

caved materials
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Tetal emount recovered, all 6lasses coocooo 69Tl Ib.
Total re©ei‘p‘"©$ 0000000000000000000000000000 5:519053060
A’V’@Tag@ ValUC 0000000000000000600000000 $15011 per To,
Gocd stained cooococoococcocooococosscccoooo 5L086 p@ﬁf@c}nt
Stained coocoooccoo0oc000000000600000000000 3).@090 p@l‘@@nt
H@a“@r Stamed 0000000000000 O000000000OC 10023 per@@nﬁ
The mica was sold at the Spruce Pine, North Carolina, buying
station.
It was not possible for the examining team to estimate how much
mica-bearing pegmatite, if any, remains on the property. The old pit
walls are slumped, and the old uwnderground workings are all caved, fillcd

and inaceessible,

pplicent's Proposed Project

A ——————— e o

The Applicent hes proposed to explore the old and inopcrative
Chempion (Jefferson No., L) mica mine by coﬁtﬁzming his pertial clean-=up
of surface weving, cleaning out and rehabilitating the caved Sterrctt
sheft, sinking below the bottom of the caved shaft and drifting cast-
ward from the bottom of the shaft extension. No details of cost estimate
were included in the application,

The proposed exploration area has been worked underground from
three shafts and is at present deeply caved from about 10 feet west of
the Sterrett shaft to U5 feet ecast of the Skelton shaft., The cave extends
in a north and south direction. .about L5 feet each side of 2 line commecting
the Sterrett and Skelton shafts., The Applicant has removed caved material
from this area with a dragline to a meximum depth of 27 feet below the old
surface., This caved material probably continues to a total of at least 70
feet and itls removal would not benefit further mining operations.

Cleaning out the epparently caved Sterrett shaft frem the prosent

bottom of the pit to the shaft bottom 75 feet below would result only in
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arriving below the "keel" of the pogmatite. Sinking belew the botton of
the Sterrett shaft would therefore 211 be done below the keel of the jelehizutels
tite and would therefore be useless (Fig. 2).

relation to drifiing from the botbom of the proposed shalt
extension, the Applicent stated it is common kmowledge that the pegnatiic
extends only several feet west of the Sterredt shafit. This is borne ous
by the maps and sections accompanying UoS.GoSo Professional Paper Mo, 2,8
and those accompanying the Strgtégic Ilinerals Investigations Report of
Mey 19l by Riechard W, Lemie end Edward Ellingwood. The Applicent and
the examiners agree that a drift to the westward would be useless. Tho
Applicant proposes bo drift eastward under the caved area toward o veod,,
which is the property line, end only 110 feeb from the Sterredi shaft,
Sueh a drift would be under the keel of the pegnatite for the complote
drife lenglh,

A1l portions of ﬁhe Applicentls proposed work would be within a
mexivum 110 feet of the property line and thereforc not allowable under
DM:«A regulations., Break dowm and development of costs was not discussed
with the Applicent for the reascn that denial of the application is being

recommanded,

LT

/\/?’ BB \E{fij/’?ﬂﬁ&ﬁ Y

Newo?

Ho L. Burmeister, engineer Wo P Williams, geologist
Us So Burean of Mines U. S. Geological Survey

December 1957
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UNITED STATES L, oo
DEPARTMENT OF THE HNTERHOR};V‘J .
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY . %5?

_

e ol

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. ;‘i\,,“ﬁ,

¥ -
Memorandum November 14, 1957
To: L. G. Houk, Defense Minerels Exploration Administration
From: W. P. Williems, U. S. Geologicel Survey

Subject: Review of epplication, IMEA 4864 (mica), C. D. Taylor,
Champion mine, Amelie County, Virginia.

The applicent proposes to explore for ruby mica on a
property that is sbout half o mile squere. The work site would
be en old mine which, according to the epplicent, preduced much
high grede micae. No production figures were submitted.

The epplicant proposes to rechebilitate the old mine,
sink 100 feet of shaft, end drift 150 feet.

The application hed best be reviewed by the Field Tean.
A Tield examination of the property mey be necessary.

2o/, O Ledonivass

W. P. Williems
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

Hovembex 6, 1957

Memorandum”
Tos Nommetallic Minerals Division
Defense Minerals Bxploretion Administration w
g
: 7 0)/69 >
Froms Chief, Branch of Ceramic and Fertilizer lMaterials , Za@
, @ o

Subjects DMBA-LB6E (mica)
Applicents C. D. Taylor

Neme and Iocation of Propertys Cheumpion Mine, Amelia County, Va.

Date Application Rec'd. by Br. of Ceremic & Fertilizer Maverialss fut./l;-/ 57
Comments 3
1. This is an old mine with comsiderable previous work.

2. Applicant claims there has been high production of ruby
mice in the past.

3., Although it would be desireble for the aepplicant to furnish
more complete information, it appears that a visit by en examiner
would furnish more useful data.

Recomnendations

Tt is recormended that the field teem visit this mine when
in thet vicinity to ascertein if an exploration project is justified.
If so, the £icld team and epplicent should agree on a definite plan
of exploration on & wit-cost basis.

Wo. Fo Dietrich
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

DEFENSE MINERALS EXPLORATION ADMINISTRATION
' WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

Neveabor L, 2957

5. 8 Do Toyler B
Homland, Uerth Goreldnn '

doaw Ve Coylors | Subjects DEAKBEY

Your application for exploration asslstance, dated
Cabobor 28 o 1957? submitted to our office at [neswillo, Reneeseel
has been assigned Docket Number El’lc’l@@@% and referred to the

NomotodMe Mincrals Division in the Washington office.

Kindly identify all future correspondence relating to your '

application by this Docket Number.

Sincerely yours,

~Allen S, Dakan, Director
Operations Control and
Statistics Division

Copy tos

Regden VU





		00000001

		00000002

		00000003

		00000004

		00000005

		00000006

		00000007

		00000008

		00000009

		00000010

		00000011

		00000012

		00000013

		00000014

		00000015

		00000016

		00000017

		00000018

		00000019

		00000020

		00000021

		00000022

		00000023

		00000024

		00000025

		00000026

		00000027

		00000028

		00000029

		00000030

		00000031

		00000032

		00000033

		00000034

		00000035

		00000036



