
Table 14.  Nutrients and dissolved organic carbon in filtered ground-water samples collected for the Monterey Bay and Salinas 
Valley Ground-Water Ambient Monitoring and Assessment (GAMA) study, California, July to October 2005.

[The five-digit number below the constituent name is the U.S. Geological Survey parameter code used to uniquely identify a specific constituent or property; 
MSMB, Monterey Bay study area well; MSMBFP, Monterey Bay study area flow-path well; MSMBMW, Monterey Bay study area monitoring well; MSPR, 
Paso Robles study area well; MSSC, Santa Cruz study area well; MSSV, Salinas Valley study area well; HAL-US, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Lifetime Health Advisory; MCL-US, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency maximum contaminant level; E, estimated value; LRL, laboratory reporting level; 
mg/L, milligrams per liter; na, not available; V or VE, value censored due to blank contamination and not included in ground-water quality analyses; *, value 
exceeds regulatory threshold; —, not detected]

GAMA   
identification   

No.

Ammonia as 
nitrogen  

(mg/L)  
(00608)

Dissolved   
organic   
carbon   
(mg/L)  
(00681)

 Nitrite as   
 nitrogen   

(mg/L)   
(00613)

Nitrite plus 
nitrate   

as nitrogen   
(mg/L)   
(00631)

Total nitrogen   
(nitrate + nitrite +   

ammonia + 
organic-  
nitrogen)   

as nitrogen   
(mg/L)   
(62854)

Phosphorous   
as   

orthophos - 
phate   
 (mg/L)   
(00671)

Threshold type HAL-US na MCL-US MCL-US na na

Threshold (mg/L) 30 na 1 10 na na

[LRL] [0.04] [0.3] [0.008] [0.06] [0.03] [0.006]
MSMB-04 — — — — — 0.011
MSMB-09 — E0.2 — 0.09 0.13 0.079
MSMB-12 0.50 0.4 — — 0.55 0.013
MSMB-18 — E0.3 — 0.67 0.70 0.057
MSMB-20 — 0.4 — 1.60 1.75 0.068
MSMB-22 — 1.8 — — — 0.014
MSMB-291 — 4.4 — 4.67 4.56 0.066
MSMB-30 — E0.3 — 3.87 4.00 0.060
MSMB-33 — 0.4 E0.005 1.52 1.55 0.039
MSMB-35 0.07 1.8 — — 0.17 0.048
MSMB-37 — VE0.2 — 1.64 1.68 0.054
MSMB-40 — E0.3 — 1.18 1.18 0.034
MSMB-441 — V1.0 — *37.8 37.5 0.025
MSMB-45 0.11 1.3 0.008 — 0.17 0.075
MSMB-47 — VE0.2 — 0.56 0.59 —
MSMBFP-021 — 0.7 — *11.6 11.4 0.016
MSMBFP-03 — 0.5 — 9.34 9.55 0.060
MSMBMW-01 — VE0.3 — 0.80 0.82 0.006
MSMBMW-02 — VE0.3 — 0.95 1.02 0.009
MSMBMW-03 — V0.4 — 1.38 1.40 0.066
MSPR-01 — 1.0 — 2.19 2.25 0.010
MSPR-081 — — 3.57 3.74 E0.005
MSPR-10 — 0.4 E0.004 0.38 0.40 E0.005
MSSC-04 0.70 0.8 — — 0.75 0.007
MSSC-06 0.07 0.4 — — 0.09 0.103
MSSC-07 0.68 0.4 — — 0.70 0.018
MSSC-08 0.35 0.7 — — 0.39 0.075
MSSV-01 1.60 0.9 — — 1.64 E0.005
MSSV-02 — 0.6 — 0.31 0.40 0.051
MSSV-03 — 1.3 — E0.04 0.10 0.106
MSSV-07 — 0.7 — 1.03 1.17 0.040
MSSV-11 — 0.4 — 1.85 1.96 0.013
MSSV-18 0.04 0.3 — 0.24 0.30 0.007
MSSV-19 — 0.4 — 1.02 1.06 0.011

1Total nitrogen in these samples is less than the sum of the filtered nitrogen analytes, but falls within the U.S. Geological Survey National Water Quality Labo-
ratory acceptance criterion of a 10 percent relative percent difference. 
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