README for CI-87 VIBRACORES
Project Summary
In 1987, the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), in cooperation with the Louisiana Geological Survey (LGS) and the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources (LDNR), collected 77 12-m-long vibracores to investigate the shallow geologic framework of the Louisiana-Mississippi shelf.  Work was done by Alpine Ocean Seismic Survey, Inc., onboard the M/V Blue Streak 8 and was coordinated with geophysical surveys done by the USGS onboard the R/V Gyre and the R/V Carancahua in 1981 and R/V Acadiana in 1987.  This appendix contains the description sheets (.pdf) and interpreted classification profiles (.txt) from the 42 cores that were collected in Federal waters east of the Chandeleur Islands.  No information was found for core CI-87-03-Curlew.  Funding for the geophysical and coring surveys came from the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Minerals Management Service (MMS), LGS, and the USGS.
Each core was split lengthwise into two equal halves.  One half was visually described using standard sediment logging methods and sampled at 0.3-m (1.0-ft) intervals for textural analysis.  Additional samples were taken from the top and bottom of sand-rich intervals greater than approximately 0.6-m (2.0-ft) thick to allow for more effective textural classification of sedimentary units. Description sheets were scanned and saved as PDF files. The hardcopy description sheets were archived at the USGS FISC-St. Petersburg, FL.  The remaining half of each core was cut into 1.0-m (3.28-ft) intervals, photographed in detail, wrapped in plastic sleeves, and archived at the University of New Orleans (UNO) Department of Geology and Geophysics Chevron core warehouse in New Orleans, LA.  All cores were lost in August, 2005, during flooding events associated with Hurricane Katrina.
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Description sheet headers and style of descriptions vary in context and content depending on the individual interpreters. An example of a vibracore description sheet with explanation of each column is as follows:
1)    Header information for the vibracore: Core ID, location, describer name, and description date.
2)    Sedimentary Texture and Structures: Symbols representing sedimentary structures that are visible, such as shells, burrows, bedding, deformation, and other physical characteristics. A column also includes an estimated grain-size range downcore.

3)    Percent Sand: This is a visual estimate of percent sand, silt and clay throughout the core from 0 to 100 percent.  In some of the description sheets, Percent Sand is combined with Sedimentary Texture and Structures into one column.
4)    Physical Characteristics: Includes descriptions of sediment color, deformation, bedding features and thickness, and the estimated amounts, in percent (0-100%), of shells, organics, and bioturbation.

5)    Stratification Type: Includes the bedding features apparent in the core, such as wavy, flaser, lenticular, cross bed (small/large), massive bedding, horizontal laminations, and so on.

6)    Sample: These columns indicate the depth and type of sample taken for analysis.  Some of these sample types include grain-size, heavy mineral, microfossil, radiometric, and whether a photograph or x-radiograph of the core was obtained.

7)    Comments: Includes any additional information or interpretation of the core sediments.
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