Go Dry

By CHARLES POSTEBLL

Lowndes County residents
are finding their shallow wells!|
going dry and the water level of
their deep wells -dropping late-
ly because of a severe drought !
which has covered the area for;
myeral weeks.

“Rocal well - drlllmg contrgan g
s say the shortage of water
‘om .some farms is serious, not|
&/ in. Lowndes County bhut

ughout the " south Gem
werth Florida area.
% ty reslde?ts hafve nohrw

worr east, for right s
hl%e “superintendent ﬁ'
Valdosta water and sswer’
department, said yields of the
ﬂﬂs at resent do not' indiew
of a water - level

ﬁxt Price said he did not have
g ‘Bccurate report on the status

the water tables for the Val-

dpsta city wells” “Tt will take-a.
emle of days to compMe such.
& report. We could = possibly’
M;n one ready by Monday,”
@hmed Price. :

*Fhe present depth .of our
wells range from 149 feet to
48 feet,” said Price, “and the

ing capacity from 402 gal-
w er minute up to 1,500 gal-
Japs per minute. All the weils
wary, depending on the well and
the area in which it is in.”. .
“Bat outside the city, shaﬂw
wells are giving out of water.
, Merglble and turbine piumps
'Q deep wells are burning: out’
: se the water tal;lle G:;;
dropped, thus leaving the
well pumps hanging in the air.

Dick Davis, a Valdosta weli
drilling contractor for 16 years,
said Thursday he had newer
seen such a shortage of waier
in the area.

Cecil Bishop of Bishap Drill-
ing Company in Tifton report-
ed the Tift County area in the
same ‘predicameént. Bishop said
he had received some 50 calls
in the last few days from peo-
ple whose shallow ‘wells are dry
or gomg dry. :
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all are in serious condition con-
cerning their water level, it was
reported.

In some areas the water is
kmmg 6 to 22 feet where deep

are concerned. When the
water table drops this means
the submergible and turbine

pumps are left hanging in the

air. The pumps need water for
labrication, and where there is

no ‘water the pump burns owt i

drillers. ,
Water in some wells, report-;
drilled about 30 years ago.

and as deep as 300 feet, have
,also dropped and the- pumps
have no water arourid them.

Geologists report that in the
Suwannee River area water ta-
bles have dropped below .the
lmemck eavern walls, said Da-

vis. The walls are &'ymg and,
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flaking off into the wells, caus
ing muddy water conditions in
[that area.

Average deep wells in thie
south Georgia area average 388
feet deep. The average
for a shallow well is about ‘3%
feet. Some deep wells go as
deep. at 425 feet.




