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Help Build the Protected Areas Database of the
United States (PAD-US)

PAD-US is the Nation’s official inventory of areas dedicated to the preservation of biological diversity and to other
natural, recreational, and cultural uses, and is managed for these purposes through legal or other effective means.

WHAT IS PAD-US?

PAD-US provides a comprehensive geospatial
database of protected and managed areas in
the United States (fig. 1). We assemble known
protected areas whose primary purpose is
biodiversity conservation, as well as lands and
waters that provide public access to nature.
As a National Geospatial Data Asset
(https://ngda-portfolio-community-geoplatform.
hub.arcgis.com/), the PAD-US database
(https://www.usgs.gov/programs/gap-analysis
-project/science/protected-areas) is an
aggregation of land and water management
boundaries provided by authoritative sources
and standardized into a common format.

Protected Areas Database of the U.S. (PAD-US) - Manager

Figure 1. Example of the Protected Area
Database of the United States (PAD-US)
National Poster Map. The full-size and most
up-to-date version of this map can be found at
https://www.usgs.gov/programs/gap-analysis
-project/science/protected-areas-resources.

WH 0 H E LPS PAD-US is managed by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS; USGS, 2022), but it takes

many partners to create this database. Our large collaborator network includes
B U I LD PAD_ U S? Federal, State, and nongovernmental organizations (NGO) whose work is closely
] aligned with PAD-US goals.
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Federal data stewards coordinate through the Federal Geographic Data Committee
(FGDC) Federal Lands Workgroup (FLWG) and include geospatial professionals from
Federal land management agencies and other Federal stakeholders. Federal land
management agencies are the authoritative source of Federal protected areas data
in PAD-US.

State and local data stewards coordinate through the State

Land Working Group (SLWG) and include representatives FEDERAL STATE

from State government agencies, local governments,

universities, and NGO. State data-stewards provide State

lands data and local government and private lands data. ||
NGO

NGO also work closely with PAD-US to contribute data for LOCAL
privately-owned protected areas and easements, as well
as some data for local park areas.

For more information, see our Data Stewards overview
(https://www.usgs.gov/programs/gap-analysis-project/science/pad-us-data-stewards#overview).

U.S. Department of the Interior Fact Sheet 2023-3013
U.S. Geological Survey April 2023


https://www.usgs.gov/programs/gap-analysis-project/science/pad-us-data-stewards#overview
https://www.usgs.gov/programs/gap-analysis-project/science/protected-areas-resources
https://www.usgs.gov/programs/gap-analysis-project/science/protected-areas-resources
https://ngda-portfolio-community-geoplatform.hub.arcgis.com/
https://ngda-portfolio-community-geoplatform.hub.arcgis.com/
https://www.usgs.gov/programs/gap-analysis-project/science/protected-areas
https://www.usgs.gov/programs/gap-analysis-project/science/protected-areas

HOW ARE PAD-US DATA USED?

By giving the American public a detailed accounting of shared investments,
PAD-US makes it possible to inform decisions related to biodiversity conservation,
climate, outdoor recreation, resource management, public health, and emergency
response, including wildland fire coordination. Data contributors also benefit from
using PAD-US data to inform their agency’s decisions.

PAD-US provides summary statistics of areas managed for biodiversity protection
and for public access for the entire nation as well as by State, county, Department
of the Interior Region, Congressional District, ecoregions, and other geographic
units. PAD-US provides key data components that support national initiatives like
America the Beautiful (https://www.doi.gov/priorities/america-the-beautiful) and
the American Conservation and Stewardship Atlas.

PAD-US VISION

PAD-US aims to assemble known protected areas that have a primary purpose of
biodiversity conservation, as well as lands and waters that provide public access to
nature. Moving forward, USGS is interested in working with Tribal communities to
appropriately represent protected areas in the lands and waters of these Tribal nations.

PAD-US will continue collaborating with Mexico and Canada to map protected
areas in North America. This will be accomplished through collaboration with
the North America Intergovernmental Committee on Cooperation for Wilderness
and Protected Areas Conservation (NAWPA,; https://nawpacommittee.org/).
PAD-US also collaborates with United Nations Environment Programme World
Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC; https://www.unep-wemc.org/en)
to submit United States protected areas data for inclusion in the World Database
of Protected Areas (WDPA, https://www.protectedplanet.net/en/thematic-areas/
wdpa?tab=WDPA).

GOALS FOR 2023-2025

¢ Engage more State data stewards to provide protected areas data for their
States and make the data more complete and useful to everyone, including all
the data contributors.

* Provide regular communication, coordination, and assistance for State data

stewards, resulting in more frequent updates from all 50 States and territories. G ET R EADY TO
¢ Release annual updates of Federal protected areas. This depends on our su 0 U
network of Federal data stewards who contribute data annually. B M IT Y R DATA!

CONTACT THE PAD-US TEAM
(PAD-US@USGS.GOV) FOR
ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE.

REFERENCES CITED

U.S. Geological Survey [USGS] Gap Analysis Project [GAP],
2022, Protected Areas Database of the United States
(PAD-US) 3.0: U.S. Geological Survey data release,
https://doi.org/10.5066/P9Q9LQ4B.

Photographs by the National Park Service

ISSN 2327-6916 (print) ISSN 2327-6932 (online) https://doi.org/10.3133/fs20233013



http://dx.doi.org/10.3133/fs20233013
https://nawpacommittee.org/
https://www.unep-wcmc.org/en
https://www.protectedplanet.net/en/thematic-areas/wdpa?tab=WDPA
https://www.protectedplanet.net/en/thematic-areas/wdpa?tab=WDPA
https://doi.org/10.5066/P9Q9LQ4B
https://www.doi.gov/priorities/america-the-beautiful
https://doi.org/10.3133/fs20233013

