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PERCENTAGE OF TIME INDICATED DISCHARGE
WAS EQUALED OR EXCEEDED DURING 1975-2000
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Kahana Stream,
station 16296500
(windward site)

N. Fork Kaukonahua Str.,
station16200000
(leeward site)

16296500

16200000

A flow-duration curve for daily mean discharges is a cumulative-frequency curve that shows the 
percentage of days specified discharges were equaled or exceeded during a given time period.  Flow-
duration curves provide an indication of streamflow variability and availability.  Flow-duration 
curves for streams with a  large and persistent component of ground-water inflow generally are flatter 
than those for streams that have little or no ground-water inflow and, thus, more variable flow rates.  
Because streams in windward Oahu commonly receive significant ground-water inflow, flow-duration 
curves of daily discharge for streams in windward Oahu generally are less variable (flatter) for low 
flows than curves for streams in leeward Oahu. 


