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How to buy USGS maps
By mail

1. Using this general “Catalog of
Maps,” determine which type of map
you want to order.

2. Write to USGS Map Sales for the
appropriate index, price list, and order
form for the type of map you want. See
the list of USGS map indexes. Please
note that, for topographic maps, both
an index and a catalog are provided
for each State.

3. When you receive an index, follow
the instructions on how to use it,
determine the name and identification
number of the specific map you want,
and fill out the order form.

4. If you do not have an order form,
write down the name and identification
number of the specific map, along
with your mailing address.

5. Prepare a check or money order
made out to “Department of the
Interio—USGS.” Prepayment is
required. For map orders of less than
$10, add an extra $1 for mailing.

6. Send your order and your pre-
payment to:

USGS Map Sales

Box 25286

Denver, CO 80225

Alaska residents can order maps of
Alaska from:

USGS Map Sales-Alaska

101 Twelfth Avenue, Box 12
Fairbanks, AK 99701

Delivery

The USGS tries to fill mail orders for
maps within 3-5 weeks. Various
circumstances, however, may prevent
prompt filling of an order or part of an
order. If the need for your map is
pressing, the USGS suggests that you
buy over the counter or from a local
commercial distributor. See the
appropriate section below.

Over the counter

Visit the nearest USGS Earth Science
Information Center (ESIC) for answers
to your questions, for USGS map
indexes, catalogs, and order forms, or
for over-the-counter purchase of
locally stocked USGS maps. Maps are
also sold over the counter at USGS
Map Sales in Denver, Building 810,
West 6th Ave. and Kipling St., Federal
Center, Denver, Colorado, and in
Fairbanks, Alaska.

From a commercial distributor

Check your local yellow pages for local
commercial outlets that sell USGS
maps.

Obtaining assistance

If you need assistance in deciding
which type of map you want, getting
or using indexes, or identifying and
ordering the specific map you want,
call or write to one of the ESIC Offices
or call 1-800-USA-MAPS. Assistance
also can be provided by State ESIC
Offices and local map depository
libraries.

New maps

Availability of new USGS maps is
announced in the monthly list, “New
Publications of the U.S. Geological
Survey.” A free subscription to this
list is available from USGS New
Publications, 582 National Center,
Reston, VA 22092.

Discounts

On an order of maps amounting to
$500 or more at the list price, the
USGS gives a discount of 50 percent.

Map indexes and catalogs

Below is a list of USGS map indexes
and catalogs and the types of maps
covered by each index. They are
available by mail and over the counter
from USGS Map Sales in Denver and
Fairbanks and over-the-counter map
sales ESIC Offices.

« (State) Index to Topographic and
other Map Coverage and (State)
Catalog of Topographic and other
Published Maps [all scales]

Topographic maps
Topographic-bathymetric maps
Photoimage maps
Surface-minerals management maps
Ecological inventory maps
Radar image maps

Satellite image maps

Land use maps

U.S., State, and county maps
National atlas maps

Special maps

* Geologic Map Index of (State)
[all scales]

Geologic maps

» Status and Progress of Topographic
Maps [7.5 and 15 minutes]

Topographic maps

* Index to Orthophotoquad Mapping
Photoimage maps

* Index to a Set of One Hundred Topo-
graphic Maps Illustrating Specified
Physiographic Features [7.5 and 15
minutes]

Topographic maps

* Index to USGS-DMA 1:50,000-Scale,
15-Minute Mapping

Topographic maps

* Index to Intermediate-Scale Mapping-
Index to County Mapping [1:50,000
and 1:1,100,000]

Topographic maps
Topographic-bathymetric maps
Surface-minerals management maps

* Index to Land Use and Land Cover
Information [1:100,000 and 1:250,000]

Land use maps

* Index to Small-Scale Maps of the
United States [1:250,000, 1:1,000,000,
and 1:2,000,000]

Topographic maps
Topographic-bathymetric maps

* Index to USGS Topographic Map
Coverage of National Park System
[all scales]

Topographic maps

« Index to United States’ Topographic
and other Map Coverage of Antarctic
[all scales]

Antarctic maps

* Index to 1:25,000-Scale United
States-Mexico Border Color Image
Maps

Color image maps

Topographic Maps

Most USGS topographic maps use
brown contours to show the shape and
elevation of the terrain. Elevations are
usually shown in feet, but on some
maps they are in meters. Contour
intervals vary, depending mainly on the
scale of the map and type of terrain.

The maps show and name prominent
natural and cultural (manmade)
features. Those at scales of 1:24,000
(1 inch = 2,000 feet) show an area in
detail. Such detail is useful for engi-
neering, local area planning, and
similar purposes.

Less detail is shown at scales of
1:50,000 (1 centimeter = 0.5 kilometer
or 1 inch = 0.8 miles) to 1:100,000

(1 centimeter = 1 kilometer or 1 inch =
1.6 miles). They cover large areas and
are used in land management and
planning.

7.5-minute maps

The best known USGS maps are
those of the 7.5-minute, 1:24,000-
scale quadrangle series. On such
maps, 1 inch = 2,000 feet. The area
portrayed on each sheet ranges from
64 square miles at latitude 30 degrees
north to 49 square miles at latitude 49
degrees north.

The scale of the 7.5-minute map is
used for areas where much detail must
be shown. About 55,000 maps are
needed to show the entire United
States and Hawaii. Most of these
maps are now on sale to the public;
many are revised and reissued each
year. For Alaska, 15-minute maps are
standard.

Maps at scales of 1:250,000 (1 inch =
about 4 miles), 1:500,000 (1 inch =
about 8 miles), and 1:1,000,000 (1
inch = about 16 miles) cover very large
areas on each sheet and are used in
regional planning.

Area featured. Most USGS series
divide the United States into quad-
rangles bounded by two lines of
latitude and two lines of longitude. For
example, a 7.5-minute map shows an
area that spans 7.5 minutes of latitude
and 7.5 of longitude, and it is usually
named after the most prominent
feature in the quadrangle. Others
show a whole area—a county, State,
national park, or place of special
interest.

The sheet size is 22 x 27 inches north
of latitude 31 degrees and 23 x 27
inches south of that latitude.

A scale of 1:25,000 is used for maps
based on metric units (1 centimeter =
0.25 kilometer).

For Puerto Rico, the scale of 1:20,000
was adopted in the 1950’s to provide
greater detail; and the sheet size is

29 x 32'2 inches. The U.S. Virgin
Islands of St. Croix, St. John, and St.
Thomas have been mapped at a scale
of 1:24,000; central Pacific islands at
scales ranging from 1:10,000 to
1:50,000.

Left: Part of the 7.5-minute series
map “Sterling Quadrangle, Virginia,
Maryland,” first published in 1968
and photorevised in 1984, 1:24,000,
Universal Transverse Mercator
projection, 22 x 27 inches.
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U.S. 1:100,000-scale series

Much of the United States is covered
by 30- by 60-minute quadrangle maps
at a scale of 1:100,000. Most of these
maps are derived from 1:24,000-scale
maps, but they show distances and
contour intervals in meters. Contours
are at intervals of 5, 10, 20, or 50
meters, depending on terrain relief.
(See also County Maps.)

Many 1:100,000-scale quadrangle
maps are published in planimetric

County map series

A county map may consist of one or
more sheets, depending on the size of
the county.

1:50,000. County maps at this scale
correspond closely in content to the
15-minute quadrangle maps. However,
some county maps have contours in
meters; these maps are derived from
7.5-minute maps.

1:100,000. Less detail is shown on
these county maps because of space
restrictions at the smaller scale.

Right: Part of “Stafford County, Vir-
ginia,” 1973, 1:50,000, Transverse
Mercator projection, 22Y2 x 29 inches.
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State map series

The State maps in this series are
usually published in three separate
editions: (1) base map, (2) highway
and contour map, and (3) shaded-
relief map. Most are at a scale of
1:500,000, but a few have been re-
leased at 1:1,000,000 or other scales.

The features shown are limited to
areas within the State. No areas of
adjoining States are shown except for
shorelines in coastal States, and
shorelines of double-line streams
(more than 833 feet—254 meters—
wide) and of other water areas that
form State boundaries.

Most maps in the series show one
State per sheet, but some sheets
show more than one State—New
Hampshire and Vermont; Connecticut,
Massachusetts, and Rhode Island;

editions, without contours. Data for
several features shown on these maps
are available in digital format from the
Earth Science Information Center.
Bureau of Land Management editions
showing Surface-Minerals Manage-
ment status are also available.

Above: Part of “Cumberland, Mary-
land-Pennsylvania-West Virginia,”
1981, 1:100,000, Transverse Mercator
projection, 24 x 36 inches.
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15-minute maps

From 1910 to about 1950, maps
showing an area within 15 minutes of
latitude and longitude were the USGS
standard for topographic coverage of
the United States. Many of these maps
at a scale of 1:62,500 (1 inch = about
1 mile) are still available for areas
covered by standard 7.5-minute maps.
The “15-minute” (1:62,500) maps for
Hawaii are notable because, except
for the Island of Hawaii, each map
shows one major island.

Features shown on these maps are
similar to those on 7.5-minute maps,
but some detail is omitted or general-
ized at the smaller scale.

Alaska. The 15-minute maps at a
scale of 1:63,360 are standard for
Alaska. The complete series for the

State will consist of 2,920 sheets.
(See also U.S. 1:250,000-Scale
Series.)

Top of column: Part of the 15-minute
map “Valdez (A-8) Quadrangle,
Alaska,” 1960, 1:63,360, Universal
Transverse Mercator projection,

18 x 22 inches.

DMA maps. Some parts of the United
States are covered by 15-minute maps
published in cooperation with the
Defense Mapping Agency. The maps
have a scale of 1:50,000 and show
distances and contour intervals in
meters.

Directly above: Part of the 15-minute
map “Gerrardstown, West Virginia, and
Elk Garden, West Virginia,” 1979,
published in cooperation with the
Defense Mapping Agency, 1:50,000,
Transverse Mercator projection,

22 x 29 inches.

U.S. 1:250,000-scale series

Maps in the 1:250,000-scale (1 inch =
about 4 miles) series are available for
the entire United States. They were
originated by the U.S. Army Map
Service during the 1950’s, but are now
maintained by the USGS. The U.S.
Board on Geographic Names has
designated this series as the standard
reference for geographic nomenclature
in Government publications.

This series serves as base maps for
aeronautical charts and geologic
maps, for geographic reference, and in
planning regional land use, transpor-
tation, and utility systems. Elevation
data, digitized from the contours on
these maps, are available on magnetic
tape from the ESIC.

Delaware and Maryland. (There is also
a separate sheet for Connecticut at
1:125,000-scale.)

Four States have more than one
sheet: California (2), Michigan (2),
Montana (2), and Texas (4).

Two other maps of the State of Alaska
show Alaska National Interest Lands:
shaded-relief at 1:5,000,000 and
planimetric at 1:2,500,000. Alaska is
the only State for which there is no
1:500,000-scale map.

Right: Part of “State of Alabama,”
1964, edition of 1970 (shaded relief),
1:500,000, Lambert conformal conic
projection, 32 x 47 inches.

Conterminous United States.
Quadrangles are 1 degree of latitude
by 2 degrees of longitude. Along the
coasts dimensions are modified to fit
some maps. The series consists of
627 sheets. Ground area shown varies
with latitude, from 8,218 square miles
at 30 degrees north to 6,222 square
miles at 49 degrees north. Sheet size
is 22 x 34 inches.

Hawaii. Quadrangles are 1 degree of
latitude and from 1 degree 30 minutes
to 1 degree 35 minutes of longitude.
Ground area mapped is from 6,645

to 6,990 square miles. Sheet size is
22 x 29 inches.

Alaska reconnaissance series. This
153-sheet series covers the mainland
and adjacent islands. It is being super-
seded by the Alaska 1:250,000-scale
series. Quadrangles are 1 degree of
latitude and from 2 to 3 degrees of
longitude. Ground area mapped is

from 5,015 to 6,030 square miles for 1-
x 2-degree quadrangles and from
4,580 to 7,310 square miles for 1- x 3-
degree quadrangles. Sheet size is 22
x 32 inches.

Alaska 1:250,000-scale series.
Quadrangles, ground areas, and sheet
size match those in the reconnais-
sance series but the source data is
more accurate. Hypsographic (terrain
relief) information is more generalized
than that on 7.5- and 15-minute USGS
maps. Because the contour interval is
50, 100, 200, or 500 feet, many small
relief features are not shown on this
153-sheet series.

Left: Part of the “Harrisburg, Pennsyl-
vania,” map, prepared in 1957 by the
U.S. Army Topographic Command
and revised by the USGS in 1969,
1:250,000, Transverse Mercator pro-
jection, 32 x 22 inches.
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National park map series

Each of these topographic maps,
some of them with shaded relief,
feature a national park, national
monument, or national historic site.
The maps are much like the standard
quadrangle maps at the same scale,
but they highlight recreational features.

Scales range from 1:960 for the map
of the Franklin D. Roosevelt National
Historic Site, New York, to 1:250,000
for the map of the Denali National
Park, Alaska. Sheet size ranges from
17 x 21 to 46 x 61 inches.

Right. Part of “Big Bend National Park,
Texas,” 1971, 1:100,000, Universal
Transverse Mercator projection,

42 x 37 inches.

Shaded-relief maps

USGS publishes shaded-relief editions
of certain topographic maps to accen-

tuate physiographic features of special
interest, and for some State, Antarctic,

and national park maps. These maps
use shaded relief, as well as contour
lines, to represent the shape of the
terrain.

The pictorial effect of such maps is
emphasized by relief shading—a
halftone overprint that simulates the
appearance of sunlight and shadows
on the terrain and creates the illusion
of three-dimensional topography.

Far right: Part of “Grand Canyon
National Park and Vicinity, Arizona,”
1962, shaded-relief edition of 1972,
1:62,500, Polyconic projection,

59 x 372 inches.

U.S. 1:1,000,000-scale
maps

This series of topographic maps has
been discontinued by the USGS and
will not be reprinted when the existing
stock is depleted.

These maps were published by the
USGS in two editions: (1) The Inter-
national Map of the World (IMW)
edition; and (2) a series compiled by
the Defense Mapping Agency (DMA).
The two editions are not alike in all
respects, but both show the same
general information. A few of the
sheets are available in both editions,
and some of the sheets are perma-
nently out of stock.

Each sheet is bounded by a quad-
rangle of 4 degrees latitude by 6
degrees longitude (12 degrees longi-
tude for Alaska). The ground area
shown ranges from 73,734 to 122,066
square miles (123,000 to 204,000

square kilometers). The maps show
principal cities and towns, railroads,
and political boundaries in black; roads
in red; water features in blue; and
topography in brown contour lines and
gradient tints.

Contour intervals vary, depending on
type of terrain. Elevations of selected
points are shown by a dot with height
above sea level given in meters.
Bathymetric lines and depths in meters
are shown in blue.

Left: Part of “Blue Ridge,” 1972,
(International Map of the World),
USGS, 1:1,000,000, Lambert confor-
mal conic projection, 26 x 25 inches.
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Photoimage Maps

Orthophotomaps

Orthophotomaps are multicolored,
distortion-free, photographic image
maps. They are produced in standard
7.5-minute quadrangle format from
aerial photographs, and they show
some of the names, symbols, and
patterns found on 7.5-minute topo-
graphic quadrangle maps. Most of
these maps are at a scale of 1:24,000,
but some are at 1:25,000.

They show subtle topographic detail in
areas of very low relief, such as
marshlands and coastal zones. For
that reason, they are published as the
topographic quadrangle maps for
some coastal areas.

Orthophotoquads

Orthophotoquads are multicolored,
distortion-free, photographic image
maps that are produced in standard
7.5-minute quadrangle format from
aerial photographs, but have no con-
tours and only minimal cartographic
treatment. They include only a few
names and symbols.

Orthophotoquads are available for
selected areas along the east coast of
the United States, and supplement
standard 7.5-minute topographic maps
in these areas.

Right: Part of “Bethany Beach, Dela-
ware,” 1980, 1:25,000, color orthopho-
toquad, Universal Transverse Mercator
projection, 212 x 27 inches.

Some orthophotomaps of high relief
areas have been published.

Coverage is mainly along the Gulf and
Atlantic coasts (Texas to Maryland),
the Mexican border, and in some
areas of Alaska, Minnesota, New
Mexico, Nevada, and Utah.

They show State, county, and local
boundaries; names of cities and
towns; roads and highways with
symbols and color; railroads; names
of rivers, streams, and lakes; and
topographic contours.

Top right: Part of “Green Point Quad-
rangle, Florida—Franklin County,”
1962, 7.5-minute orthophotomap,
1:24,000, Lambert conformal conic
projection, 24 x 29 inches.

Border Maps

U.S.-Mexico. 203 natural color photo-
image maps have been printed, brack-
eting the U.S.-Mexico border, covering
the entire international boundary from
the Pacific Ocean to the Gulf of Mexico.

U.S.-Canada. A set of maps is avail-
able that provides natural color photo-
image coverage for a 180-kilometer
(about 110-mile) strip along the U.S.-
Canada border from Massena, New
York, to East Richford, Vermont. These
20- x 22-inch maps are formatted as
7.5-minute, 1:25,000, quadrangles that
are centered approximately on the bor-
der and cover areas of 10 kilometers
(about 6.2 miles) east-west and 11 kilo-
meters (about 6.8 miles) north-south.

Below: Part of “Calexico Port of Entry,
California-Baja California,” 1979,
USGS in cooperation with the U.S.
Customs Service, 1:25,000, Universal
Transverse Mercator projection,

27 x 23 inches.
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Topographic-Bathymetric Maps

These USGS maps show in one
format and one edition the data for a
land-water area previously shown
separately as a topographic map and
a bathymetric map.

On topographic-bathymetric maps,
contour lines show elevations of the
land areas above sea level, and iso-
baths (depth contours) show the form
of the land below the water surface.

Some bathymetric maps show
magnetic and gravity data in addition
to water depths.

Because coastal zones include both
land and water, maps of such areas
must include both topographic and
bathymetric data. Therefore, in order
to produce these coastal maps, the
National Ocean Service provides

bathymetric data to be added to USGS
topographic maps.

The combined map serves the needs
of oceanographers, marine geologists,
land use planners, physical scientists,
conservationists, and others having an
interest in management of the coastal
zone, the wetlands, and the offshore
environment.

Above: Part of the topographic-bathy-
metric map “Long Beach, California,”
1958, revised 1978, by the Defense
Mapping Agency Hydrographic-
Topographic Center, USGS, and the
National Ocean Service, 1:250,000,
Transverse Mercator projection,

34 x 27 inches.

Antarctic
Maps

1:250,000. A topographic reconnais-
sance and a geologic reconnaissance
series at this scale have contour
intervals of 200 meters and show
bathymetric information for coastal
areas. The topographic series is the
primary map source for the planning,
logistic support, and multidisciplinary
investigations of the U.S. Antarctic
Research Program.

1:500,000. Three series of maps—
topographic reconnaissance shaded-
relief, satellite image, and sketch—are
published at this scale. The topo-
graphic maps, which show coastal
areas of Wilkes Land and Enderby
Land, were made for the International
Geophysical Years (1955-58). The
satellite imagery was recorded by
NASA's Landsat.

1:1,000,000. Topographic maps and
Landsat image maps are published at
this scale. Topographic maps in the
International Map of the World (IMW)
format have contours at 100, 300, or
500 meters.

1:2,188,800. A reconnaissance sketch
and topographic map of the Ross Ice
Shelf at this scale was made in sup-
port of the Ross Ice Shelf Geophysical
and Glaciological Program.

See also Antarctic Geological Maps.

Left: Part of “Mount Elizabeth, Antarc-
tica,” 1965, by USGS in cooperation
with the National Science Foundation,
1:250,000, Polar stereographic
projection, 30 x 26 inches.
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Satellite Image Maps

Satellite image maps are multicolor or
black-and-white photograph-like maps
made from data collected by Earth
resources satellites. They are a
diverse group of experimental maps
printed in a standard edition and
variety of scales and sizes, ranging
from 1:24,000 for Point Loma, Califor-
nia, to 1:7,500,000 for the contermi-
nous 48 States.

Most image maps are printed to
simulate color-infrared photography by
combining imagery that was scanned
in red, green, and infrared wave
lengths of light.

On color-infrared imagery, healthy
vegetation appears in shades of red.
Unhealthy vegetation appears in
shades of pink, blue, or white. Clear
water appears dark blue or black.
Sediment laden water takes on a light-
blue tone. Most cultural features
appear as a steely blue-gray.

Satellite image maps are available for
selected areas in about half of the
States an~ such areas as Antarctica,
the Bahamas, and Iceland.

Many standard editions have topo-
graphic maps printed on the reverse

sides. Each map is identified by its
latitude and longitude and is given a
distinctive name, for example, “Upper
Chesapeake Bay,” or the name of the
comparable topographic map of the
area. Major water bodies are used for
map names when appropriate
because they show the greatest
contrast and are easily recognized.

Above: Part of “Las Vegas, Nevada;
Arizona; California, Landsat 3,” 1981,
1:250,000, Universal Transverse
Mercator projection, 32 x 23 inches.



