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The National Cartographic Information Center 
(NCIC) exists to help you find maps of all kinds  
and much of the data and materials used to compile 
and to print them. NCIC collects, sorts and de­ 
scribes all types of cartographic information from 
Federal, State and local government agencies and, 
where possible, from private companies in the map­ 
ping business. It is the public's primary source for 
cartographic information. (See partial list of 
Federal agencies and their map and other carto­ 
graphic products.)

At your request, the NCIC staff will 
  Inform you about maps and other cartographic in­ 
formation you can obtain from many government 
and private sources.
  Take your orders for any of the full range of 
maps, map byproducts, and other cartographic in­ 
formation produced by the Geological Survey, in­ 
cluding millions of aerial photos and space images. 
Prepayment is required.
  Search vast holdings of maps and other carto­ 
graphic information to help you obtain quickly the 
information or products you may be seeking to meet 
a highly specific need.

Historic map reproduction

If materials you learn about through NCIC are 
held by the Geological Survey, they may be ordered, 
or some may be purchased directly. If not, you will 
be referred to the proper source.

NCIC can sell you these map data products

Advance prints. Maps. Color separates. Feature 
separates. Out-of-print map reproductions. Land-use 
and land-cover and associated maps. Slope maps. 
Digital terrain tapes. Maps on microfilm. Ortho- 
photoquads. Aircraft block photos. Aircraft irregular 
photos. Manned spacecraft images. Landsat images. 
Computer-enhanced Landsat scenes. Computer- 
compatible tapes of Landsat data. 35-mm viewing 
slides. Transformed prints. Kelsh plates. ER-55 
plates. Photoindexes. Aerial Photography Summary 
Record System State-based graphics. Microfiche in­ 
dexes of aerial and space images. Geographic com­ 
puter searches. Geodetic control data. Reproduc­ 
tions of microfiche of State place names. County 
maps. Topographic maps on rolls of 35-mm micro­ 
film. Autopositives. Geographic coordinates of 
various U.S. and selected world names.

Some NCIC regional offices also sell U.S. Geologi­ 
cal Survey topographic and thematic maps.

Services Information

If what you need is information rather than a carto­ 
graphic product, such as an aerial photograph, 
NCIC researchers will try to respond as straight­ 
forwardly as possible. Perhaps a return telephone 
call will be enough to answer your question. Other 
times you may receive a detailed letter. It all de­ 
pends on the nature of your request.

If you ask about aerial photos or a type of map or 
chart, you may receive a computer printout that di­ 
rects you to the information you need whether it is 
the address of an agency holding 1943 soil maps or a 
list of aerial photos taken over Sioux City, Iowa.

The NCIC staff uses four major search systems 
that provide rapid access to details about millions of 
aerial photos, millions of space images, and hun­ 
dreds of thousands of maps and charts. From the 
mass of data, NCIC people can help you find the 
one item you may be seeking to fill a special need.

Services Research

The NCIC staff at Geological Survey offices and at 
numerous State affiliates often research cartographic 
information for customers. For example, NCIC is 
sometimes asked for information about an original 
path of a dismantled railroad line. In this case, staff 
researchers might track down an old Geological 
Survey map showing the rail line, or perhaps contact 
colleagues at the Library of Congress, the National 
Archives and Records Service, or associations of 
railroad historians to find the necessary maps or in­ 
formation.

NCIC's professional researchers also can answer 
mapping inquiries dealing with such matters, for 
example, as technical specifications of a computer 
file of elevations.

If your question can be answered best by a leaflet 
or a simple handout, it will be sent to you free of 
charge. NCIC researchers may have to contact you 
for more details so they can find the best answer to 
your question. Most of NCIC's research services are 
free. If a charge is necessary, you will be informed 
before the research is started.

Please send me information 
about the following items:

D Map data

D Aerial photographs

D Satellite images

Q Digital cartographic data

D Topographic maps for the State of

D Other cartographic data

Send to:
Business telephone

Name Residence telephone

Street address

City, State, and zip code

Aerial photo



NCIC can inform you about the cartographic 
products of these Federal agencies

U.S. Forest Service aerial photos, National Forest 
maps, and recreation maps. Bureau of Land Man­ 
agement cadastral surveys, aerial photos, Federal 
land maps, and land-use maps. Water and Power 
Resources Service (formerly Bureau of Reclama­ 
tion), aerial photos and river surveys. U.S. Geolog­ 
ical Survey aerial photos, topographic maps, or- 
thophotoquads, county maps, regional maps, State 
maps, United States maps, polar region maps, satel-

Aerial photo coverage

lite image maps, lunar and planetary maps, geophys­ 
ical maps and charts, geologic maps, Federal water 
resource development maps, bathymetric maps, 
hydrologic and flood-related maps, river survey 
maps, mineral and energy resources maps, the Na­ 
tional Atlas, geodetic control lists and diagrams, 
map and aerial photo certifications, lists and gazet­ 
teers of geographic names, open file reports, flood- 
prone area maps, land-use maps, boundary informa­ 
tion, and color separation materials. Bureau of the 
Census demographic maps, SMSA maps, and Con­ 
gressional District maps. Central Intelligence 
Agency country and world maps. National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration and its National 
Ocean Survey aerial photos, planimetric maps, 
nautical charts, aeronautical charts, bathymetric 
maps, historical maps, geodetic controls, flood 
evacuation maps, topographic maps, coastal zone 
maps, and climate maps. Corps of Engineers river 
navigation charts, topographic maps, and geodetic 
surveys. Federal Highway Administration trans­ 
portation maps and county highway maps. Federal 
Power Commission utility maps. Tennessee Valley 
Authority aerial photos, topographic maps, bathy­ 
metric maps, recreation maps, nautical charts, util­

ity maps, and geodetic surveys. Mississippi River 
Commission topographic maps and river charts. In­ 
ternational Boundary Commission maps and in­ 
ternational boundaries. Library of Congress maps, 
charts, and atlases. Agricultural Stabilization and 
Conservation Service aerial photos. Soil Conser­ 
vation Service aerial photos, Landsat image maps, 
and soil survey maps. National Archives and Rec­ 
ords Service aerial photos, maps, and charts. Na­ 
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration 
aerial photos, space photos, and space exploration 
photos. Defense Mapping Agency aerial photos, 
topographic maps, hydrologic maps, nautical charts, 
aeronautical charts, lunar and planetary maps, mili­ 
tary installation maps, and digital terrain tapes. And 
that's only the Federal cartographic information!

NCIC Services Ordering

NCIC can take your order for National Mapping 
Program map data products. For example, prints of 
many of the aerial photos used to make today's 
maps can be ordered through any NCIC office. 
Many farmers and cattle ranchers like to have low- 
altitude photos of their farms and ranches. But you 
don't have to live in the country to enjoy a photo of 
your area. One of the most popular photos that can 
be ordered through NCIC is a color photo of New 
York that shows the Statue of Liberty, the New Jer­ 
sey coast, Queens, and Manhattan Island from the 
Battery to midway up Central Park.

Other items are the map-size film positives and 
negatives of the separate features and/or colors that 
are prepared for printing each Geological Survey top­

ographic map. Map separations, either singly or in 
various composites, are usually purchased by other 
Federal and State agencies or private mapping com­ 
panies so they can selectively create their own maps 
using only part of the information that appears on a 
standard USGS topographic map. For example, a 
State planning agency in Missouri might need maps 
showing only open water and drainage patterns  
without the highway system, county boundaries, 
and topography. This agency would order only film 
separations which show drainage.

Because of a trend toward digital mapping, 
recording map information in computer files has 
become an integral part of the National Mapping 
Program. NCIC has begun distributing digital ele­ 
vation models that may be used for portraying land 
profiles. Customers use the models in computer 
programs correlating land terrain with other infor­ 
mation. The digital elevation models help customers 
prepare unusual thematic maps or such special pur­ 
pose maps as those portraying slopes or visual as­ 
pects of areas. NCIC also distributes digital terrain 
tapes containing records of elevations on a 
l:250,000-scale map series. 
(See list of map data products.)

Topographic bathymetric contours

For more information

To use NCIC research services or to order National 
Mapping Program products, fill in and mail the 
attached card or telephone or write to one of the 
following NCIC offices.

National Headquarters
National Cartographic 
Information Center 
U.S. Geological Survey 
507 National Center 
Reston, VA 22092 
703-860-6045 
FTS 928-6045

Regional Offices
Eastern Mapping Center-NCIC 
U.S. Geological Survey 
536 National Center 
Reston, VA 22092 
703-860-6336 
FTS 928-6336

Mid-Continent Mapping Center-NCIC
U.S. Geological Survey
1400 Independence Road
Rolla, MO 65401
314-341-0851
FTS 277-0851

National Cartographic Information Center
U.S. Geological Survey
National Space Technology Laboratories
Building 3101
NSTL Station, MS 39529
601-688-3544
FTS 494-3544

Rocky Mountain Mapping Center-NCIC
U.S. Geological Survey
Box 25046, Stop 504 Federal Center
Denver, CO 80225
303-234-2326
FTS 234-2326

State affiliate NCICs
NCIC has established affiliated offices with many 
State governments. For the address of the nearest 
one, contact the nearest regional NCIC office.

Western Mapping Center-NCIC 
U.S. Geological Survey 
345 Middlefield Road 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
415-323-8111, ext. 2427 
FTS 467-2427

National Cartographic Information Center
U.S. Geological Survey
Skyline Building
218 E Street
Anchorage, AK 99501
907-271-4159
FTS 271-4159

Federal affiliate NCICs
Tennessee Valley Authority 
200 Haney Building 
311 Broad Street 
Chattanooga, TN 37401 
615-755-2148 
FTS 857-2148

As the Nation's principal conservation agency, the De­ 
partment of the Interior has responsibility for most of our 
nationally owned public lands and natural resources. This 
includes fostering the wisest use of our land and water re­ 
sources, protecting our fish and wildlife, preserving the 
environmental and cultural values of our national parks, 
historical parks and historical places, and providing for the 
enjoyment of life through outdoor recreation. The Depart­ 
ment assesses our energy and mineral resources and works 
to assure that their development is in the best interests of 
all our people. The Department also has a major responsi­ 
bility for American Indian reservation communities and for 
people who live in island territories under U.S. admin­ 
istration.
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