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The approximate area inundated near Fort Worth, Texas,
by Big Fossil Creek, during the flood of September 7, 1962, is
shown on a topographic map to record the flood hazard in
graphic form. Big Fossil Creek, which drains an area of 74.7
square miles, flows generally southeastward along the north-
east edge of Fort Worth through Richland Hills and Haltom
City, into West Fork Trinity River. The flood of September
7,1962, the greatest in Richland Hills since at least 1900 was
the result of a high rate of discharge from the area upstream
from the confluence of Big Fossil Creek and Whites Branch.
Greater floods are possible, but no attempt has been made to
show their probable overflow limits. Future protective works

Recurrence intervals.—As applied to flood events, recur-
rence interval is the number of years, on the average, within
which a given flood height will be equaled or exceeded once.
It is inversely related to the chance of a specific flood being
equaled or exceeded in any one year. Thus a 20-year flood
would have one chance in 20 of being equaled or exceeded in
any one year, or a 25-year flood would have one chance in 25
of being equaled or exceeded in any one year.

The general relation between recurrence interval and flood
height at the Haltom City gaging station at the downstream
side of State Highways 121 and 183 (fig. 2) is tabulated below.
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