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The water-surface elevations of the 1993 flooding of
the Mississippi River near West Alton and vicinity are
shown in figure 14. The figure shows the June through
August elevations for the Mississippi River at the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, St. Louis District, tailwater-gag-
ing station at Melvin Price Locks & Dam.

FLOOD PROFILES

The flood-peak elevations determined from the U.S.

Army Corps of Engineers gaging-station data and by sur-
veying flood-mark data along the Missouri and the Missis-
sippi River flood plains were used to interpret the 1993
flood profiles and to assist in delineating the area inundat-

DISTANCE, IN RIVER MILES UPSTREAM FROM MOUTH

Figure 15. The 1993 flood-peak elevations and profile and the Federal Emergency Management
Agency 100- and 500-year flood profiles (U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development,
1993b, panels 137, 138) along the Missouri River near West Alton and vicinity, Missouri.
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eas where the two outlines for each river did not agree as
to the limits of flood inundation. For example, some small
areas of land within the Missouri/Mississippi River inunda-
tion boundary (Portage des Sioux and Columbia Bottom)
may be at or slightly above the August 1 through 3 peak
elevations; however, some of these small areas may not be
delineated. Other discrepancies in the outlines were the re-
sult of inaccuracies in the manual delineation of the flood
boundary (horizontal/vertical) on topographic maps with a

In West Alton and vicinity, a substantial part of the
1993 flood damages was related to the floodwater breach-
ing the Missouri River and the Mississippi River levee sys-
tems. For example, the breaching of these levees resulted
in the inundation of the Alton, Illinois, water-treatment
facilities, the closing of U.S. Highway 67, and the damage
to many businesses in West Alton, Missouri (fig. 17). Be-
cause the flooding occurred during the prime crop-growing
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Figure 13. The Missouri River and Mississippi River flood-peak elevations and extent of flooding during August 1-3, 1993, in West Alton and vicinity, Missouri.
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