FOLIO OF THE

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR GOLDEN QUADRANGLE, COLORADO

UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

Newspaper reports of landslides in the vicinity of Golden extend as
far back as the early 1880’s, and undoubtedly cover only those events
that damaged property close to Golden. None appear to have endangered
human life. Richard Van Horn (written commun., Feb. 1972) examined

tilted layers of rock and earth; disturbed, broken, and intermixed rock
and earth; seeps and springs; and exposed surfaces of sliding, particularly
including polished, grooved, or fluted surfaces.

Cultural evidence includes curved or displaced fence, road railroad
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POSSIBLE LANDSLIDE — Area where slope materials may
have failed. Indicated by fair to poor topographic evidence,
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and irrigation-canal alinements; tilted, displaced, or ruptured utility lines;

issues of the “Golden Globe” filed in the Pioneer Museum, Golden City
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not included here because the event may not have been a landslide, or
because the location is not given.

The effects of landsliding along Clear Creek during and since 1914 on
the maintenance of roads, the railroad, and irrigation canals have been
summarized by Van Horn (1954) and by recent news articles in “The
Sentinel”” (Lakewood, Colo., May 16, 1968), “Metro West” (Denver,
Colo., Dec. 26, 1968), and “The Golden Transcript” (Golden, Colo.,
Apr. 27. 1971).

A landslide on the north side of Ralston Creek near the southeast
corner of sec. 33, T. 2 S., R. 70 W., was apparently reactivated in April
1956 by highway improvement. A result was relocation of a segment
of Colorado Route 93. A detailed study of this landslide has been pre-
pared by Irvine (1963).
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INTRODUCTION

Landslides in the Golden quadrangle may be recognized by distinc-
tive accumulations of earth and rock, or by characteristic scars. Land-
slides have caused damage to buildings and other construction in or near
Golden, but none is known to have been a serious hazard to human life.
Some of the landslides have occurred naturally; others have been eaused
by the activities of man. When landsliding will occur, or what area will
eventually be affected, is difficult to predict. Stabilization of a landslide
may be possible, but it may be difficult and expensive.
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