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During the primary mission, 454 pictures of the
martian surface were processed from Viking
Lander 1 data and 582 pictures from Viking
Lander 2 data. The extended mission of Viking
began December 15. after solar conjunction. and
ended in June 1978. During this period, an addi-
tional 1636 pictures were obtained from Lander 1
data and 1311 pictures from Lander 2 data. A
comprehensive description of the Viking primary
mission and the results of eight scientific experi-
ments on board the landers were published in the
Journal of Geophysical Research (v. 82, no. 28,
Sept. 30, 1977; see References).

*Latitudes are areographic (see de Vaucouleurs and
others, 1973).

rransformed to a local Mars horizon and corrected for geo-
metric camera errors (Patterson and others, 1977; Wolfe,
1979). The corrected pixels composing a sector were then
combined by the computer into a single image, and an
optimum contrast correction was applied.

The mosaics are composites of the best pixels of all the
Lander pictures used for each sector. In the computer mo-
saicking process, the image data derived from the camera
events for each sector were assigned priorities on the basis
of quality or detail. These data were examined by the com-
puter in sequence according to the priorities, and the best
pixels of each data set were used for the mosaic.

The computer formatting of the Viking Lander mosaics was
done at the Image Processing Laboratories of the Jet Propul-
sion Laboratory of the California Institute of Technology,
Pasadena, Calif., under the general supervision of Elliott C.
Levinthal of the Department of Genetics, Stanford Univer-
sity. who represented the Viking Lander Imaging Team. A
detailed description of the multiple steps involved in the con-
struction of the Viking Lander mosaics and an acknowledg-
ment of the many people who assisted in the project were
given by Levinthal (1980).

GEOMETRY OF THE MOSAICS

The cameras on the Viking Lander acquire data by sampl-
ing in equal increments of elevation and azimuth angle. In
the accompanying mosaic, 8 mm subtends a 1° horizontal or
vertical angle, regardless of the place of measurement within
the panorama. If the martian surface were flat, one pixel
(0.04° on the surface would be 1 mm wide at -60° camera
elevation and 2 m wide at the horizon 3 km away. Character-
istically for this type of imaging system, most straight lines
in the scene appear curved in the reconstruction. This re-
presentation of the picture data ditfers from that of a con-
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